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The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling that all States have pl edged t hensel ves to pronote and

respect for and observance of human rights and fundanental
wi t hout distinction as to race,

encour age uni versal
freedons for all sex, |anguage or religion,
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Recogni zi ng that these rights derive fromthe inherent dignity of the
human person,

Reaffirm ng that discrimnation against human bei ngs on the grounds of
religion or belief constitutes an affront to hunan dignity and a di savowal of
the principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolution 36/55 of 25 Novenber 1981, in which
it proclained the Declaration on the Elimnation of Al Forms of I|ntolerance
and of Discrimnation Based on Religion or Belief,

Taki ng note of CGeneral Assenbly resolution 47/129 of 18 Decenber 1992, in
whi ch the Assenbly requested the Conmi ssion on Hurman Rights to continue its
consi deration of neasures to inplenment the Declaration

Recogni zing that it is desirable to enhance the pronotional and public
information activities of the United Nations in matters relating to freedom of
religion or belief and that both Governnents and non-governnment a
organi zati ons have an inportant role to play in this domain

Enphasi zi ng that non-governnental organizations and religious bodi es and
groups at every level have an inportant role to play in the pronmotion of
tol erance and the protection of freedomof religion or belief,

Consci ous of the inportance of education in ensuring tolerance of
religion and belief,

Al arned that serious incidents of intolerance and discrimnation on the
grounds of religion or belief occur in many parts of the world, including acts
of violence, as evidenced in the report of the Special Rapporteur
(E/CN. 4/ 1993/ 62 and Corr.1 and Add.1), M. Angelo Vidal d' Al neida Ribeiro,

Believing that further efforts are therefore required to pronote and
protect the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief and
to elimnate all fornms of hatred, intol erance and discrimnation based on
religion or belief,

1. Reaffirnms that freedom of thought, conscience, religion and beli ef
is a human right derived fromthe inherent dignity of the human person and
guaranteed to all wi thout discrimnation

2. Expresses its thanks to the Special Rapporteur and takes note of
his report and the various views expressed thereon during its forty-ninth
sessi on;

3. Urges States to ensure that their constitutional and | egal systens

provi de adequat e guarantees of freedom of thought, conscience, religion and
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belief, including the provision of effective renedies where there is
i ntol erance or discrinination based on religion or belief;

4, Recogni zes that |egislation alone is not enough to prevent
violations of human rights, including the right to freedomof religion or
bel i ef ;

5. Urges all States, therefore, to take all appropriate neasures to
conbat hatred, intolerance and acts of violence and to encourage
under st andi ng, tolerance and respect in matters relating to freedom of
religion or belief;

6. Al so urges States to ensure that, in the course of their officia
duties, menbers of |aw enforcenent bodies, civil servants, educators and other
public officials respect different religions and beliefs and do not
di scri m nate agai nst persons professing other religions or beliefs;

7. Calls upon all States to recognize, as provided in the Declaration
on the Elimnation of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimnation Based on
Religion or Belief, the right of all persons to worship or assenble in
connection with a religion or belief and to establish and maintain places for
t hese purposes;

8. Al so calls upon all States in accordance with their nationa
legislation to exert their utnost efforts to ensure that religious places,
bui | di ngs and shrines are fully respected and protected;

9. Considers it desirable to enhance the pronotional and public
information activities of the United Nations in matters relating to freedom of
religion or belief and to ensure that appropriate neasures are taken to this
end in the Wrld Public Information Canpaign for Human Ri ghts;

10. Reiterates, therefore, its invitation to the Secretary-General to

continue to give priority to the dissem nation of the text of the Declaration
on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Intolerance and of Discrinination Based on
Religion or Belief in all the official |anguages of the United Nations and to
take all appropriate nmeasures to make the text available for use by
United Nations information centres, as well as by other interested bodies;

11. Encour ages the Special Rapporteur to continue to exam ne incidents
and governnental actions in all parts of the world that are inconpatible with
the provisions of the Declaration and to recommend renedi al nmeasures as

appropri at e;
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12. Encour ages Covernments to give serious consideration to inviting
t he Special Rapporteur to visit their countries so as to enable himto fulfi
hi s nmandate even nore effectively;

13. Recommends that the pronotion and protection of the right to
freedom of thought, conscience and religion be given appropriate priority in
the work of the United Nations programe of advisory services in the field of
human rights, including with regard to the drafting of basic legal texts in
conformity with international instrunents on human rights and taking into
account the provisions of the Declaration;

14. Encour ages the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his nandate, to
identify situations in which the United Nations programe of advisory services
inthe field of human rights night be of assistance and to nmake appropriate
recomendations in this regard;

15. Wl cones the intention of the Hunan Rights Conmittee to nake
avai | abl e soon a general comment on article 18 of the International Covenant
on Gvil and Political Rights, dealing with freedom of thought, conscience and
religion;

16. Wl cones the efforts of non-governnental organizations to pronote
the inplenentation of the Declaration, including the subm ssion of their views
to the Preparatory Committee for the World Conference on Hunan R ghts;

17. Invites interested non-governnental organizations to consider what
further role they could envisage playing in the inplenentation of the
Declaration and its dissemnation in national and | ocal |anguages;

18. Calls upon all States to consider disseninating the text of the
Declaration in their respective national |anguages and to facilitate its
di ssem nation in national and |ocal |anguages;

19. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all necessary assistance
to the Special Rapporteur to enable himto report to the Conmission at its
fiftieth session;

20. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Comi ssion at
its fiftieth session on nmeasures taken to inplenent the present resol ution;

21. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fiftieth session under the agenda itementitled "Inplenentati on of the
Decl aration on the Elimnation of All Forms of Intolerance and of

Di scrim nati on Based on Religion or Belief".



