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Joint witten statenment submitted by the Wobnen's | nternational
Denocratic Federation, a non-governnental organization in
consultative status (category | by the Anerican Association
of Jurists, the International Association of Denocratic
Lawers, the International Indian Treaty Council, the General
Arab Wonen Federation, the Latin American Federation of

Associ ations of Relatives of Disappeared Detainees, the
International League for the Rights and Liberation of Peoples,

the Wonen's International League for Peace and Freedom
the International Organization for the Elimnation of All

Forns of Racial Discrimnation and the Union of Arab Jurists,
non- gover nnental organi zations in consultative status

category 11 and by the Wirld Peace Council, International
Educati onal Devel opnent Inc., the Myvenent agai nst Raci sm and
for Friendship anmong Peoples and the International Progress
O gani zati on, non-governnental organizations on the roster
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Human Rights and the International Covenants on Human Rights, particularly the
right to life and econonic, social and cultural rights, the above-nentioned
non- gover nment al organi zati ons recall that the enbargo that has been inposed
on the people of Iraq for the past two years is still in force, despite the
fact that the grounds for its establishment by the Security Council no | onger
exi st (resolution 660 (1990) denmands the withdrawal of lragi forces from
Kuwai t, but there have not been any Iraqi forces in that country since the

end of February 1991).

2. Al'l reports and humanitarian m ssions enphasi ze that, because of the
enbargo, infant nortality is increasing by 400 per cent every year
Psychol ogi cal and physi cal consequences are affecting nost of the surviving
children as well as other categories of the popul ation, because of the |ack of
nmedi ci ne, food and basics such as school itens and health products. Epidenics
have broken out in various regions of Iraq because of the nassive destruction
of infrastructure and the | ack of equi pnrent and products needed for water
purification and prevention of epidemcs; these products are subject to a

m sinterpretation of the Security Council resolutions (for instance, nedicines
containing a particular chem cal substance, detergents, insecticides, schoo
itenms, eyeglasses, etc.) This enbargo also affects the npost di sadvant aged
strata of the population, particularly wage-earners in the private and public
sectors: the lack of tools and raw nmaterials generates both unenpl oynent and
inflation. For the past two years, inflation has exceeded 2,000 per cent,

t her eby hampering the reconstruction which would provide an enor nous anount

of worKk.

3. To deprive Iraq in this manner of its neans of production and the
exploitation of its natural resources is to expose its population to i nhuman
living conditions. The destruction of Iraq's infrastructure is a violation of
the Charter of the United Nations (by virtue of the fact that not all the
possibilities of peaceful solution, as referred to in Article 1, paragraph 3,
have been exhausted) and goes beyond the Security Council resolutions -
resolution 678 (1990), authorizing the use of "all necessary neans" to

i mpl enent precedi ng resol utions does not inply the destruction of Iraq' s
infrastructure. Mst nmenbers of the Security Council in fact recognize that
Irag has been applying nost clauses of the Council resolutions since the
cease-fire, yet the enbargo is naintained in its entirety at the expense of
the population. This interpretation of United Nations resol utions does not
seemto be consistent with the spirit of the Charter, which seeks to pronote
peace ammong nati ons.

4. Consequent |y, the above-nentioned non-governnmental organizations cal

upon the Sub-Commission at its forty-fourth session to take into consideration
the serious human rights violations resulting fromthe enbargo in Iraq and to
do its utnost to secure the lifting of this enbargo, which victimzes Iraq's
civilian popul ation



