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(b) REPORT OF THE SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON THE SALE OF CHILDREN 

(c) PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE ELIMINATION OF THE EXPLOITATION OF CHILD 
LABOUR 

(d) DRAFT PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE PREVENTION OF THE SALE OF CHILDREN, 
CHILD PROSTITUTION AND CHILD PORNOGRAPHY (agenda item 22) (continued) 

(E/CN.4/1992/45, 54, 55 and Add.l, 71 and 74; E/CN.4/1992/NG0/5, 14 and 32; 
E/CN.4/1991/51; E/CN.4/Sub.2/1991/41 and C o r r . l ; CRC/C/7) 

1. Mr. BELSEY (World Health Organization) s a i d t h a t the World Health 
O r g a n i z a t i o n saw the Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d as a r e a f f i r m a t i o n 
of i t s p o l i c i e s , as r e f l e c t e d i n the d e f i n i t i o n of h e a l t h and the r e c o g n i t i o n 
of h e a l t h as a human r i g h t s et f o r t h i n WHO'S C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

2. The r i g h t s of c h i l d r e n to h e a l t h care, i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t to maternal 
h e a l t h care, were not merely a matter of access to pr e v e n t i v e or c u r a t i v e 
medical t e c h n o l o g i e s , medications and other treatments. The d e n i a l of 
education or the abuse or e x p l o i t a t i o n of c h i l d r e n would a l s o take i t s t o l l i n 
terms of the p h y s i c a l , mental and s o c i a l h e a l t h and w e l l - b e i n g of the present 
and the next generation, thereby p e r p e t u a t i n g a c y c l e of dis e a s e , poverty and 
ignorance. 

3. WHO was a c t i v e l y a s s i s t i n g States p a r t i e s to a t t a i n and maintain the 
h e a l t h - r e l a t e d r i g h t s r e f l e c t e d i n a r t i c l e 24 of the Convention. Progress 
i n t h a t regard was being monitored as one of the goals of Health For A l l by 
the Year 2000, w i t h Member States h e l p i n g to d e f i n e and apply appropriate 
i n d i c a t o r s . WHO was a l s o a c t i v e i n advocating support f o r the r a t i f i c a t i o n , 
implementation and monitoring of the Convention. 

4. As f a r as i t s l i m i t e d resources permitted, WHO was promoting and 
supporting a p p l i e d research on i n d i c a t o r s and a c t i o n f o r c h i l d r e n i n 
v u l n e r a b l e and d i f f i c u l t circumstances who had s p e c i a l h e a l t h needs not 
r e a d i l y met by e x i s t i n g h e a l t h s t r u c t u r e s and approaches. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
given p r e v a i l i n g s o c i a l and economic c o n s t r a i n t s , the l i p - s e r v i c e p a i d to 
c h i l d r e n ' s needs was seldom matched by resources. 

5. W i t h i n the framework of a r t i c l e 42 of the Convention, WHO was competent 
to provide p e r t i n e n t i n f o r m a t i o n f o r monitoring purposes. The monitoring of 
some aspects of c h i l d h e a l t h had shown great progress, such as the attainment 
of an 80 per cent l e v e l of immunization i n most c o u n t r i e s . I n some areas of 
the world, however, more women were dying i n c h i l d b i r t h and more i n f a n t s were 
born malnourished than had been the case f i v e years p r e v i o u s l y . 

6. I n r e c o g n i z i n g the inherent l i n k s between i t s Health For A l l goals and 
the r i g h t s of the c h i l d proclaimed a t the World Summit f o r C h i l d r e n , WHO had 
a f f i r m e d i t s commitment to promoting the Convention as an instrument f o r t h e i r 
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attainment. I t c a l l e d upon those outside the h e a l t h s e c t o r to j o i n w i t h i t , 
w i t h n a t i o n a l a u t h o r i t i e s and w i t h non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n p r o v i d i n g 
the resources and the s o c i a l momentum and commitment f o r the achievement of 
those common go a l s . 

7. Mr. MBARUSHIMANA (Observer f o r Rwanda) s a i d t h a t h i s country had become 
a s i g n a t o r y to the Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d on 26 January 1990 
and had r a t i f i e d i t on 24 January 1991. The P r e s i d e n t of Rwanda had 
p e r s o n a l l y attended the World Summit f o r C h i l d r e n , h e l d i n New York 
on 29 and 30 September 1990, and Rwanda had subscribed to the World 
D e c l a r a t i o n on the S u r v i v a l , P r o t e c t i o n and Development of C h i l d r e n and to 
the ad hoc programme of a c t i o n r e s u l t i n g from the Summit. A l l t h a t amply 
proved h i s Government's attachment to the s u r v i v a l , p r o t e c t i o n and development 
of c h i l d r e n , a p o l i c y t h a t was rooted i n the n a t i o n a l m e n t a l i t y . Furthermore, 
c e r t a i n r i g h t s of the c h i l d were set f o r t h i n the Rwandese C o n s t i t u t i o n , 
i n t e r a l i a , i n a r t i c l e 24, paragraph 2, and a r t i c l e 27. 

8. As was the case i n a l l developing c o u n t r i e s , however, c h i l d r e n i n Rwanda 
faced many problems, such as endemic diseases, m a l n u t r i t i o n and l a c k of decent 
housing and access to d r i n k i n g water, which hindered e f f e c t i v e enjoyment of 
t h e i r r i g h t s under the Convention. In c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h i t s b i l a t e r a l 
and m u l t i l a t e r a l p a r t n e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y UNICEF, the Government of Rwanda 
had s t r i v e n to implement p o l i c i e s i n v o l v i n g the promotion of food 
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y , the c o n s t r u c t i o n of h e a l t h and food c e n t r e s , maternal and 
c h i l d h e a l t h , extension of v a c c i n a t i o n programmes, w i t h a view to improving 
c h i l d r e n ' s l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s , and the p r o v i s i o n of d r i n k i n g water. Since the 
convening of the World Summit f o r C h i l d r e n , those p o l i c i e s had been f u r t h e r 
strengthened and a number of n a t i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n s had been created w i t h the 
p r i n c i p a l aim of h e l p i n g the poorest c h i l d r e n enjoy the r i g h t s embodied i n the 
Convention. The Government had a l s o set up a N a t i o n a l Commission r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r monitoring the programme of a c t i o n . That Commission had been requested to 
draw up a programme of s p e c i f i c measures to be taken at the n a t i o n a l l e v e l 
w i t h a view to honouring the commitment made by the Head of State when s i g n i n g 
the World D e c l a r a t i o n . The Government of Rwanda thus appealed to the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to a s s i s t i n f i n a n c i n g those measures. 

9. I t was sad to note t h a t , d e s p i t e the Government's e f f o r t s , a s i g n i f i c a n t 
number of Rwandese c h i l d r e n were unable to enjoy t h e i r r i g h t s because of the 
war t h a t had a f f l i c t e d the country s i n c e 1 October 1990. C h i l d r e n l i v i n g i n 
the regions bordering on Uganda had been murdered, f o r c i b l y c o n s c r i p t e d i n t o 
the ranks of the Inkotanyi P a t r i o t i c Front or f o r c e d to take refuge i n camps 
f o r d i s p l a c e d persons, where they l i v e d i n inhuman c o n d i t i o n s . Most had been 
orphaned a f t e r w i t n e s s i n g the slaughter of t h e i r parents or guardians. In 
t h a t regard, he drew a t t e n t i o n to the murder of two nuns, one French and one 
Romanian, a t Rushaki, reported by Agence de Presse I n t e r n a t i o n a l e Catholique 
the previous day. He c a l l e d on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to a s s i s t h i s 
Government i n h a l t i n g the war so as to enable those c h i l d r e n to develop to 
the f u l l . 

10. He concluded by s t r e s s i n g t h a t the e x p l o i t a t i o n of c h i l d labour was 
s e v e r e l y punished under Rwandese labour l e g i s l a t i o n and t h a t the s a l e of 
c h i l d r e n , c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n and c h i l d pornography were unknown i n Rwanda. 
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The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community and the Commission should condemn sex tourism, 
which was on the i n c r e a s e , and which was h e l p i n g to spread AIDS, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
among the world's c h i l d r e n . 

11. Mr. BELHADJ (Observer f o r Morocco) s a i d t h a t c h i l d r e n of the present 
generation embodied mankind's hopes f o r the f u t u r e and t h a t i t was thus 
p a r t i c u l a r l y important to p r o t e c t and promote t h e i r r i g h t s . Those r i g h t s 
were under t h r e a t from a c t i v i t i e s such as the s a l e of c h i l d r e n and t h e i r 
e x p l o i t a t i o n f o r immoral or inhiunane purposes. 

12. E f f o r t s by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labour O r g a n i s a t i o n , Governments and 
non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s had, i f not h a l t e d the phenomenon of c h i l d 
labour, a t any r a t e prevented i t s spread. As c h i l d labour s t i l l p e r s i s t e d , 
i t must be combated through the p r e p a r a t i o n of s o c i a l , economic and p o l i t i c a l 
l e g i s l a t i o n r e c o n c i l i n g l e g a l and p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s . 

13. C h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n was a l l too p r e v a l e n t , since d e s t i t u t e f a m i l i e s saw 
i t as t h e i r only escape from poverty. A f u r t h e r problem r e q u i r i n g r e g u l a t i o n 
was the unacceptable and repugnant p r a c t i c e of u s i n g c h i l d r e n i n m i l i t a r y 
o p e r a t i o n s . Those scourges could not be contained by l e g i s l a t i o n alone. 
N a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s must thus be synchronized and strengthened, 
through the development of p o l i c i e s based on education, h e a l t h , t r a i n i n g , 
s o c i a l s o l i d a r i t y and mutual a i d . 

14. The problems f a c i n g c h i l d r e n i n the developing c o u n t r i e s were the r e s u l t 
of the economic and s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n , exacerbated by demographic growth and a 
l a c k of resources, which threatened the f a m i l y , the b a s i c u n i t of s o c i e t y . 
Morocco was not s t i n t i n g i n i t s a l l o c a t i o n of resources f o r the economic, 
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l promotion of c h i l d r e n and f o r h e a l t h and education and a 
chapter of i t s Penal Code devoted to crimes and offences a g a i n s t the f a m i l y 
and p u b l i c morals i n c l u d e d 55 a r t i c l e s r e l a t i n g to the r i g h t s of the c h i l d i n 
areas ranging from a b o r t i o n to p r o s t i t u t i o n . 

15. Moroccan l e g i s l a t i o n had thus not neglected t h a t e s s e n t i a l aspect of the 
r i g h t s of the c h i l d , even before the d r a f t i n g of the Convention. I t was now 
ready to harmonize i t s instruments i n l i n e w i t h modern needs and had decided 
to take v a r i o u s measures, i n c l u d i n g the c r e a t i o n of a N a t i o n a l Commission to 
prepare the i n i t i a l r e p o r t of Morocco f o r svibmission to the Committee on the 
Rights of the C h i l d . A n a t i o n a l campaign had a l s o been launched to enhance 
p u b l i c awareness of the i s s u e . In recent years, Morocco had h e l d a s e r i e s of 
symposia and seminars, i n c l u d i n g a North A f r i c a n symposium on the r e d u c t i o n 
of d i s p a r i t i e s between g i r l s and boys i n education, v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g 
and h e a l t h , under the auspices of the A s s o c i a t i o n Marocaine de Soutien 
au Fond des Nations Unies pour l'Enfant (AMS-UNICEF) and i t s sponsor. 
P r i n c e s s L a l l a Meriem. Morocco had a l s o supported the proposal made at the 
Fourth Francophone Sunmiit, h e l d i n P a r i s i n November 1991, f o r the convening 
of a m i n i s t e r i a l conference to draw up a s t r a t e g y f o r the achievement of the 
goals of the World Summit f o r C h i l d r e n . On 3 February 1992, h i s Majesty the 
King of Morocco had signed the World D e c l a r a t i o n on the S u r v i v a l , P r o t e c t i o n 
and Development of C h i l d r e n . In tandem w i t h the r o y a l i n i t i a t i v e , AMS-UNICEF 
had organized a campaign on the theme " C h i l d r e n F i r s t " , aimed at expounding 
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the World D e c l a r a t i o n , c o o r d i n a t i n g e f f o r t s to adopt a p l a n of a c t i o n to 
ensure i t s implementation and making the Convention on the Rights of the 
C h i l d b e t t e r known. 

16. Ms. PEREZ ( B r a z i l ) s a i d t h a t P r e s i d e n t C o l l o r had taken an a c t i v e p a r t 
i n the World Summit f o r C h i l d r e n and t h a t the 1988 Federal C o n s t i t u t i o n had 
i n c o r p o r a t e d a p r o v i s i o n a s s i g n i n g top p r i o r i t y to the r i g h t s of the c h i l d . 
In 1990, B r a z i l had adopted the S t a t u t e of the C h i l d and the Adolescent, a 
law q u a l i f i e d by UNICEF as one of the most advanced of i t s k i n d i n the world. 

17. A l l Government p o l i c i e s regarding c h i l d p r o t e c t i o n and promotion were 
coordinated by the M i n i s t r y of the C h i l d , one of whose p i l l a r s was the 
B r a z i l i a n Centre f o r the C h i l d and the Adolescent (CBIA), an i n s t i t u t i o n 
c r e a t e d i n 1990 s p e c i a l l y f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of deprived minors. In 
December 1991, a s p e c i a l Fund and a N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l f o r the Rights of the 
C h i l d had been created. The C o u n c i l was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r monitoring the 
implementation of the S t a t u t e and the Fund financed prograiranes f o r the 
p r o t e c t i o n of s t r e e t c h i l d r e n . C o n t r i b u t i o n s to the fund were t a x - d e d u c t i b l e . 

18. The Government used every p o s s i b l e means to encourage the p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
of c i v i l s o c i e t y i n the p r o t e c t i o n and promotion of c h i l d r e n ' s r i g h t s . An 
Executive Group composed of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of CBIA, the Attorney-General of 
the Republic, the C a t h o l i c Church, non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s and UNICEF 
e s t a b l i s h e d goals and s t r a t e g i e s f o r implementation of the S t a t u t e . In 
A p r i l 1992, the Executive Group would be meeting w i t h the State Governors w i t h 
a view to launching a c t i v i t i e s such as media campaigns on c h i l d h e a l t h care, a 
t e l e v i s e d b a s i c education programme and a p r o j e c t to support s t r e e t c h i l d r e n 
i n Rio de J a n e i r o . I t was a l s o planning to submit a p e t i t i o n w i t h 1 m i l l i o n 
s i g n a t u r e s to the N a t i o n a l Congress, c a l l i n g f o r sanctions f o r f a i l u r e to 
observe the S t a t u t e . Another important measure was the extension of food 
programmes i n State schools, w i t h a s s i s t a n c e from the Food and A g r i c u l t u r e 
O r g a n i z a t i o n of the United Nations. In most State schools i n B r a z i l , c h i l d r e n 
already r e c e i v e d one f u l l meal a day. Many schools were now a l s o p r o v i d i n g 
meals during v a c a t i o n s . The Government had launched an ambitious p r o j e c t to 
create schools capable of p r o v i d i n g comprehensive a s s i s t a n c e to p u p i l s i n the 
form of day care, workshops, s p o r t s , l e g a l , s o c i a l and medical a s s i s t a n c e 
and accommodation f o r homeless c h i l d r e n . Several such schools were already 
f u n c t i o n i n g i n the State of Rio de J a n e i r o . The f i r s t such school at the 
f e d e r a l l e v e l had opened at the end of 1991. 

19. The Government was making great e f f o r t s to deal w i t h the problem of 
v i o l e n c e d i r e c t e d against s t r e e t c h i l d r e n . E a r l y i n 1991, a N a t i o n a l P l a n to 
Combat V i o l e n c e Against C h i l d r e n and Adolescents and a Commission to implement 
i t had been created. The Commission was c h a i r e d by the N a t i o n a l Secretary f o r 
Human Rights and J u s t i c e and was composed of governmental a u t h o r i t i e s and 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the j u d i c i a r y , the C a t h o l i c Church, non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s and the Bar A s s o c i a t i o n . One of i t s main tasks was to put an 
end to impunity f o r o f f e n d e r s . An attorney had r e c e n t l y been nominated to 
a s s i s t l o c a l courts i n p r o s e c u t i n g c r i m i n a l s i n v o l v e d i n v i o l e n c e a g a i n s t 
c h i l d r e n . A l l State c a p i t a l s now had an attorney r e s p o n s i b l e f o r monitoring 
the p r o s e c u t i o n of i n d i v i d u a l s charged w i t h crimes a g a i n s t c h i l d r e n . 
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20. A s o c i o l o g i c a l research i n s t i t u t e at the U n i v e r s i t y of Sao Paulo was 
s e t t i n g up a database to a s s i s t the N a t i o n a l Commission i n i t s work. 
Some 600 c o u n c i l s f o r the defence of c h i l d r e n ' s r i g h t s a l r e a d y e x i s t e d 
at the State and m u n i c i p a l l e v e l s , though t h a t number f e l l f a r s h o r t of 
meeting the needs of a country w i t h about 60 m i l l i o n c h i l d r e n . 

21. P o l i c e t r a i n i n g was another area where much had to be done. The Statute 
c a l l e d f o r a t o t a l l y new approach to j u v e n i l e offenders and s t r e e t c h i l d r e n , 
r e q u i r i n g s p e c i a l t r a i n i n g f o r the p o l i c e . Seminars had been h e l d and s p e c i a l 
p o l i c e centres created f o r t h a t purpose. 

22. Convinced of the urgent need to deal w i t h the problems of c h i l d r e n , the 
B r a z i l i a n Government had i n v i t e d Mr. Muntarbhorn, S p e c i a l Rapporteur on the 
s a l e of c h i l d r e n , c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n and c h i l d pornography, to v i s i t B r a z i l . 
His recommendations would be c a r e f u l l y considered by the B r a z i l i a n 
a u t h o r i t i e s , although i t would be u n r e a l i s t i c to expect dramatic improvements 
i n a short time. The Government had r e c e n t l y i n i t i a t e d a programme to 
employ 5,000 deprived youngsters between the ages of 12 and 18 i n State-owned 
e n t e r p r i s e s . Another p r o j e c t , f o r the v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g of s t r e e t c h i l d r e n , 
was being drawn up w i t h f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e from the German Government 
and ILO. I t was to be hoped th a t developed c o u n t r i e s and non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t showed a s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i n the problems of B r a z i l ' s 
s t r e e t c h i l d r e n would not confine themselves to c r i t i c i s m , but take p o s i t i v e 
steps to a s s i s t i t i n f u r t h e r i n g i t s i n i t i a t i v e s on behalf of c h i l d r e n . 

23. Mr. GROSSE ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Federation of Human Rights) s a i d t h a t h i s 
F e d e r a t i o n , which had j u s t c a r r i e d out a m i s s i o n to the State of Rio i n B r a z i l 
to i n v e s t i g a t e the k i l l i n g s of s t r e e t c h i l d r e n , agreed w i t h the c o n c l u s i o n of 
the S p e c i a l Rapporteur i n paragraph 10 of h i s r e p o r t (E/CN.4/1992/55/Add.1) 
th a t the f a c t t h a t such k i l l i n g s p e r s i s t e d and t h a t many of the p e r p e t r a t o r s 
remained at l a r g e was a most d i s q u i e t i n g s i g n of the times, and a l s o w i t h h i s 
recommendation th a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s should take g r e a t e r i n t e r e s t 
i n the i s s u e . 

24. His Federation welcomed the f a c t t h a t the B r a z i l i a n Government had 
enacted a S t a t u t e f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of c h i l d r e n which p a r a l l e l e d the 
p r o v i s i o n s of the Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d . The gap between 
r e a l i t y and the i n t e n t i o n s behind the S t a t u t e , however, was s t i l l enormous. 

25. The Federal P o l i c e put the number of summary executions of c h i l d r e n 
i n 17 States of B r a z i l at approximately 4,600 between 1988 and 1990, but 
the r e a l f i g u r e s were c e r t a i n l y much higher, apparently because the p o l i c e 
s t a t i s t i c s u n t i l the end of 1990 r e f e r r e d o n ly to the number of cases and 
not to the a c t u a l numbers of c h i l d r e n k i l l e d . Moreover, the category of 
"attempted homicide" i n f a c t covered a c t u a l homicides, g i v i n g a t o t a l 
of 442 such k i l l i n g s i n 1991, a f i g u r e which d i d not, however, take account 
of disappearances and kidnappings. I t was evident from those d i s c r e p a n c i e s 
t h a t the a u t h o r i t i e s were embarrassed by the sheer s c a l e of the problem and 
t h a t they were r e l u c t a n t to i n v e s t i g a t e the causes of the k i l l i n g s , which 
they g e n e r a l l y a s c r i b e d to the i n c r e a s i n g involvement of young people i n 
delinquency and drug t r a f f i c k i n g . 
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26. I t had been c l e a r l y e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t i n many cases minors had been 
summarily executed f o r other reasons: f o r example, i n December 1991, 
30 j u v e n i l e s had been executed i n greater R i o , but only 3 of them were known 
to the J u v e n i l e Court judge. In 70 per cent of such cases, the p e r p e t r a t o r s 
were not brought to book; t h a t was one major reason why the k i l l i n g s 
continued, another being the i n t i m i d a t i o n of witnesses. I t was s u r p r i s i n g 
to note t h a t no o f f i c i a l i n q u i r y had been i n s t i t u t e d and r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t 
no i n f o r m a t i o n was forthcoming on the numbers of persons sentenced f o r such 
crimes. 

27. In c o n c l u s i o n , he s a i d t h a t machinery must be e s t a b l i s h e d to ensure 
proper implementation of the Statute p r o t e c t i n g c h i l d r e n , e s p e c i a l l y at the 
m u n i c i p a l l e v e l , and t h a t the bodies r e s p o n s i b l e must be a l l o c a t e d adequate 
resources. Accurate s t a t i s t i c s should a l s o be made a v a i l a b l e . 

28. Ms. BRON (World O r g a n i z a t i o n against Torture) s a i d t h a t her o r g a n i z a t i o n 
represented a network of 150 non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s throughout the 
world which had requested i t to take a c t i o n against t o r t u r e , w i t h p a r t i c u l a r 
reference to the t o r t u r e and a s s a s s i n a t i o n of s t r e e t c h i l d r e n , e s p e c i a l l y i n 
B r a z i l ; f o r c e d labour of c h i l d r e n i n inhuman and degrading c o n d i t i o n s ; the 
s a l e of g i r l s and boys f o r p r o s t i t u t i o n ; the f o r c i b l e recruitment of c h i l d r e n 
i n armies engaged i n c o n f l i c t ; and the use of t o r t u r e i n the i n t e r r o g a t i o n of 
minors. 

29. The phenomenon of s t r e e t c h i l d r e n was common to niunerous developing 
c o u n t r i e s , but had a t t a i n e d alarming p r o p o r t i o n s i n c e r t a i n L a t i n American 
c o u n t r i e s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y B r a z i l and Guatemala, where death squads were 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y e l i m i n a t i n g those they considered to be f u t u r e c r i m i n a l s . 
In B r a z i l , according to recent estimates, 461 c h i l d r e n , p r i n c i p a l l y s t r e e t 
c h i l d r e n , had been as s a s s i n a t e d i n 1991, w h i l e , i n Guatemala, l a r g e numbers 
of c h i l d r e n were r e g u l a r l y exterminated by death squads and n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y 
f o r c e s . Such a s s a s s i n a t i o n s were perpetrated w i t h complete impunity э̂у groups 
which, i f they d i d not i n c o r p o r a t e members of the p o l i c e f o r c e i n t h e i r ranks, 
at l e a s t enjoyed a l a r g e measure of p o l i c e support. Such a scandalous 
s i t u a t i o n r e q u i r e d an urgent r e a c t i o n on the p a r t of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community. 

30. Poor c h i l d r e n and c h i l d r e n l i v i n g i n the s t r e e t were the v i c t i m s of other 
abuses, such as e x p l o i t a t i o n , p r o s t i t u t i o n and s l a v e r y . India's record i n 
respect of c h i l d labour was p a r t i c u l a r l y s o r r y , w i t h some 20 m i l l i o n c h i l d r e n 
i n 1988 working i n extremely d i f f i c u l t c o n d i t i o n s , to the detriment of t h e i r 
education, h e a l t h and d i g n i t y . The C o n s t i t u t i o n of I n d i a provided f o r 
compulsory s c h o o l i n g up to the age of 14 years and f o r m a l l y p r o h i b i t e d the 
employment of c h i l d r e n under 14 i n f a c t o r i e s , mines and other a c t i v i t i e s 
considered to be dangerous f o r c h i l d r e n . C h i l d labour was none the l e s s 
g r a d u a l l y being i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d as a n e c e s s i t y f o r the economic development 
of the country and a s u b s t a n t i a l number of c h i l d r e n , some of them l i t t l e more 
than 4 or 5 years o l d , were d a i l y subjected to heavy work and, f r e q u e n t l y , 
i l l - t r e a t m e n t . They were a p a r t i c u l a r l y prominent element i n the workforce 
i n the t e x t i l e i n d u s t r y , where chemical dyes and woollen f i b r e s were regarded 
as extremely harmful f o r the lungs, eyes and s k i n . They a l s o represented 
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one f i f t h of the labour f o r c e i n the g l a s s i n d u s t r y , q u a r r y i n g and 
brickmaking, i n which there was a h i g h r i s k of i n d u s t r i a l i n j u r y . In a l l 
those s e c t o r s , c h i l d r e n were working f o r an average of 14 or 15 hours a day 
f o r d e r i s o r y wages. 

31. Many c h i l d r e n were not i n f a c t p a i d at a l l . The t r a n s m i s s i o n from 
generation to generation of debts contracted w i t h i n a f a m i l y tended to 
perpetuate a system of sl a v e labour. Furthermore, the s a l e of c h i l d r e n was 
a very widespread p r a c t i c e which met w i t h general i n d i f f e r e n c e . C h i l d r e n i n 
such cases were e f f e c t i v e l y s l a v e s , o b l i g e d to work without remuneration i n 
inhuman c o n d i t i o n s and without the p o s s i b i l i t y of changing t h e i r job or moving 
to another p l a c e . 

32. C h i l d s l a v e r y was a l s o the b a s i s f o r another f l o u r i s h i n g form of trade, 
namely, the sexual e x p l o i t a t i o n of c h i l d r e n . Very young g i r l s were abducted 
or s o l d by t h e i r parents to be placed i n b r o t h e l s . In I n d i a , some 20 per cent 
of the 2 m i l l i o n p r o s t i t u t e s were c h i l d r e n and, i n Thailand, the f i g u r e was 
even more alarming: out of 2 m i l l i o n p r o s t i t u t e s , 800,000 were thought to be 
c h i l d r e n under 16 years. The t r a f f i c k e r s e n t i c e d , bought and even kidnapped 
women and g i r l s f o r purposes of p r o s t i t u t i o n and the a u t h o r i t i e s took no 
e f f e c t i v e a c t i o n to prevent them from doing so. Tourism played a major p a r t 
i n the upsurge i n c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n . 

33. To combat such grave and widespread v i o l a t i o n s of the r i g h t s of the 
c h i l d , the Commission should undertake concerted a c t i o n w i t h the v a r i o u s 
bodies engaged i n f i n a n c i n g development i n order to ensure t h a t they took 
greater account of the status of v u l n e r a b l e groups, p a r t i c u l a r l y c h i l d r e n . 

34. Turning to the is s u e of c h i l d s o l d i e r s , she s a i d t h a t tens of thousands 
of c h i l d r e n , some of them b a r e l y seven years o l d , had been r e c r u i t e d f o r 
armed combat and many had been maimed or k i l l e d . Many had s u f f e r e d severe 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l trauma and l a r g e numbers were s t i l l detained i n prisoner-of-war 
camps. 

35. While some c h i l d r e n v o l u n t a r i l y j o i n e d t h e i r country's armed forces or 
g u e r r i l l a groups through c o n v i c t i o n or i n the hope of f i n d i n g s h e l t e r and 
food, many were r e c r u i t e d by f o r c e or through kidnapping or t h r e a t s . That 
was a p a r t i c u l a r l y d e t e s t a b l e form of s l a v e r y which plunged innocent and 
defenceless beings i n t o the horror of war. P a r t i c u l a r l y alarming i n f o r m a t i o n 
had been r e c e i v e d regarding Myanmar, E t h i o p i a , E l Salvador and Guatemala. 

36. In c o n c l u s i o n , she drew the Commission's a t t e n t i o n to the s i t u a t i o n of 
the r i g h t s of the c h i l d i n Turkey, where there had been repeated reports of 
the use of t o r t u r e i n the i n t e r r o g a t i o n of minors accused of p o l i t i c a l or 
c r i m i n a l o f f e n c e s . Dozens of extremely s e r i o u s cases of the t o r t u r e of minors 
had been brought to her o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s a t t e n t i o n . Minors suspected of 
p o l i t i c a l o p p o s i t i o n were r e g u l a r l y t r i e d before a d u l t courts and h e l d i n 
p r i s o n s f o r a d u l t s and extremely heavy p e n a l t i e s , sometimes of up to 15 years' 
imprisonment and even the death penalty i n the case of Kurdish c h i l d r e n , had 
been imposed on such minors. C l e a r l y , Turkey was i n grave breach of i t s 
commitments at the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l regarding the use of t o r t u r e and. 
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more s p e c i f i c a l l y , the i l l - t r e a t m e n t of c h i l d r e n . I t had signed, although 
i t had not yet r a t i f i e d , the Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d . Her 
o r g a n i z a t i o n c a l l e d on the T u r k i s h Government to r a t i f y the Convention without 
delay and to take a l l the necessary measures to comply w i t h i t s o b l i g a t i o n s . 

37. I t was profoundly d i s c o u r a g i n g to note the apathy of Governments towards 
the problem of the e x p l o i t a t i o n and s l a v e r y of c h i l d r e n . For the most p a r t , 
they were f u l l y aware of the inhuman c o n d i t i o n s i n which many c h i l d r e n were 
f o r c e d to work, but, i n most c o u n t r i e s , l e g i s l a t i o n r e g u l a t i n g and l i m i t i n g 
c h i l d labour was not complied w i t h i n p r a c t i c e , a s i t u a t i o n which a l l 
Governments should be c a l l e d upon to deal w i t h as a matter of urgency. 

38. Mr. N a s s e r i ( I s l a m i c Republic of Iran) took the Ch a i r . 

39. Mr. FREDERICK (Peace and J u s t i c e Service i n L a t i n America) s a i d t h a t 
c h i l d r e n i n L a t i n America were among the main v i c t i m s of the d i f f i c u l t 
economic s i t u a t i o n i n t h a t region. As a recent UNICEF rep o r t on the 
s i t u a t i o n of c h i l d r e n i n Argentina i n the e a r l y ig90s had shown, more 
than 1 m i l l i o n c h i l d r e n i n t h a t country were o b l i g e d to work i n order to 
s u r v i v e and 6 m i l l i o n were l i v i n g i n the s t r e e t without f a m i l y t i e s . I n f a n t 
m o r t a l i t y was hig h and access to h e a l t h and s o c i a l welfare s e r v i c e s meagre. 
Cholera was becoming epidemic. Reductions i n p u b l i c expenditure on education 
had a l s o c o n t r i b u t e d to the d e t e r i o r a t i n g educational standards of c h i l d r e n , 
who i n many cases s u f f e r e d from inadequate n u t r i t i o n . There was no doubt t h a t 
the Government's economic adjustment p o l i c i e s had played a considerable p a r t 
i n b r i n g i n g about a s i t u a t i o n i n which the most v u l n e r a b l e s e c t o r s of the 
p o p u l a t i o n were at great r i s k . 

40. The s i t u a t i o n of c h i l d r e n i n B r a z i l was extremely precarious and the 
problem of v i o l e n c e against s t r e e t c h i l d r e n was a matter of s e r i o u s 
concern, as could be seen from the S p e c i a l Rapporteur's r e p o r t contained 
i n document E/CN.4/1992/55/Add.1. The p o l i c e were e s p e c i a l l y b r u t a l i n 
t h e i r treatment of suspected young offenders: black c h i l d r e n and g i r l s were 
p a r t i c u l a r l y l i a b l e to p h y s i c a l abuse and, i n the l a t t e r case, to rape. The 
most shocking s t a t i s t i c , however, was t h a t , i n 1991 alone, 411 c h i l d r e n had 
been as s a s s i n a t e d i n 11 d i f f e r e n t States of B r a z i l at the hands of death 
squads which were d i r e c t l y l i n k e d to the p o l i c e and the m i l i t a r y . Evidence 
i n d i c a t e d t h a t i n some instances such a s s a s s i n a t i o n s were regarded w i t h t a c i t 
approval i n business and p o l i t i c a l c i r c l e s . 

41. The Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d could not succeed i n p r o t e c t i n g 
c h i l d r e n against such abuses unless machinery was e s t a b l i s h e d to m i t i g a t e the 
adverse impact of economic readjustment p o l i c i e s on the enjoyment of human 
r i g h t s and to b r i n g those r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a t r o c i t i e s against c h i l d r e n to 
j u s t i c e . 

42. Mr. OZDEN (Centre Europe-Tiers Monde) s a i d t h a t a l l the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
agreements and d e c l a r a t i o n s on the r i g h t s of the c h i l d a f f i r m e d t h a t 
c h i l d r e n had the r i g h t to food, housing, p a r e n t a l care, medical s e r v i c e s 
and education. However, i n both the developed and the developing world. 
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c h i l d r e n o f t e n found i t d i f f i c u l t even to s u r v i v e . I t should be borne i n mind 
t h a t s i t u a t i o n s which were harmful f o r a d u l t s were doubly so f o r c h i l d r e n , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s i t u a t i o n s i n v o l v i n g war, displacements of p o p u l a t i o n s , m i g r a t i o n 
and e x i l e . 

43. One problem which was by no means confined to the t h i r d world was c h i l d 
p r o s t i t u t i o n . Although s t a t i s t i c s were of n e c e s s i t y approximate, i t appeared 
t h a t c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n was becoming an i n c r e a s i n g l y widespread form of 
e x p l o i t a t i o n , w i t h l a r g e c h i l d p r o s t i t u t e populations i n such c o u n t r i e s as 
Thai l a n d , the P h i l i p p i n e s , B r a z i l and S r i Lanka. There was a l s o evidence of 
s u b s t a n t i a l numbers of c h i l d p r o s t i t u t e s i n major c i t i e s of the developed 
world, such as P a r i s and New York. His o r g a n i z a t i o n supported such measures 
as the Swiss campaign against c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n and asked the Commission both 
to i n v i t e S t a t e s , i n c l u d i n g S w i t z e r l a n d , to r a t i f y the Convention as soon as 
p o s s i b l e , p r e f e r a b l y without r e s e r v a t i o n s , and to urge c o u n t r i e s to comply 
w i t h the commitments they undertook thereby. 

44. I t should c o n s t a n t l y be borne i n mind i n the context of human r i g h t s 
t h a t c h i l d r e n were always the f i r s t v i c t i m s of r e p r e s s i v e regimes. Mention 
might be made i n that connection of recent v i o l e n c e by the m i l i t a r y against 
c h i l d r e n i n H a i t i , where a group of 20 young people had been executed 
on 22 November 1991. 

45. In T u r k i s h K u r d i s t a n , Kurdish c h i l d r e n had always been persecuted. 
According to a report prepared by H e l s i n k i Watch and is s u e d i n January 1992, 
there were many examples of i n t i m i d a t i o n , b r u t a l i t y and t o r t u r e of c h i l d r e n by 
the T u r k i s h m i l i t a r y , d e s p i t e the p r o t e s t s of human r i g h t s o r g a n i z a t i o n s both 
i n Turkey and abroad. Turkey was undoubtedly i n f r i n g i n g the Convention on the 
Rights of the C h i l d , to which i t was a p a r t y . Mention should a l s o be made of 
the precarious circumstances of Kurdish c h i l d r e n i n I r a q , p a r t i c u l a r l y s i n c e 
the Gulf war, and of the f a t e of Saharan c h i l d r e n detained together w i t h t h e i r 
parents i n Moroccan p r i s o n s . 

46. L a s t l y , i t should not be f o r g o t t e n t h a t , wherever there were refugees, 
there were refugee c h i l d r e n . For example, the thousands of refugees from 
Burundi who had found refuge i n Z a i r e and Rwanda in c l u d e d c h i l d r e n who were 
innocent v i c t i m s and who were paying the p r i c e of the war t h a t was ravaging 
t h e i r country. H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n r e i t e r a t e d the c a l l f o r dialogue between a l l 
the p a r t i e s to the c o n f l i c t so t h a t the refugees could r e t u r n to t h e i r homes. 

47. Ms. BECK (World Movement of Mothers) s a i d t h a t her o r g a n i z a t i o n shared 
the concern about c h i l d r e n expressed by many speakers. Everyone was aware 
through the media t h a t the s i t u a t i o n of those innocent human beings had become 
c r i t i c a l . There was a s t r i k i n g c o n t r a d i c t i o n between the concern r i g h t l y 
shown towards them and the contempt w i t h which they were e l i m i n a t e d by 
preventing t h e i r b i r t h . For one reason or another, a b o r t i o n had become 
commonplace i n many c o u n t r i e s , d e s p i t e the r i g h t to l i f e recognized to 
everyone both before and a f t e r b i r t h , and i t had even been l e g a l i z e d without 
regard f o r the i r r e v e r s i b l y damaging e f f e c t s t h a t could have on the lineage 
of those concerned. 
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48. In one way or another, m i l l i o n s of c h i l d r e n were i n danger, but s o c i a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s and i n d i v i d u a l s throughout the world were working t i r e l e s s l y to 
b r i n g the c h i l d r e n and t h e i r f a m i l i e s out of t h e i r p h y s i c a l and moral p l i g h t 
of ignorance, homelessness, e x p l o i t a t i o n , delinquency or p r o s t i t u t i o n i n order 
to r e s t o r e t h e i r d i g n i t y and, i f p o s s i b l e , t h e i r w e l l - b e i n g . I t was th a t 
network of s o l i d a r i t y t h a t her o r g a n i z a t i o n most appreciated and encouraged. 

49. Such o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n c l u d e d an a s s o c i a t i o n of Cuban mothers working 
outside any p o l i t i c a l context. In Cuba, as everywhere, i t was the c h i l d r e n 
who were most a f f e c t e d by hardships r e s u l t i n g from the economic blockade 
a g a i n s t the country. The r e l i e f a f f o r d e d by the a r r i v a l of medicines 
p r i m a r i l y b e n e f i t e d the h o s p i t a l s , to which the p o p u l a t i o n had l i t t l e 
access because i t lacked the necessary f i n a n c i a l resources. Pending the 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n of the Cubans and the end of the c o n f l i c t , she hoped t h a t 
the p a r t i e s concerned would do everything p o s s i b l e to ensure, through the 
Commission, t h a t the l i v e s and h e a l t h of f a m i l i e s and c h i l d r e n were given 
urgent and p r i o r i t y c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

50. Moving statements were o f t e n made i n the United Nations about c h i l d 
p r o s t i t u t i o n and sex tourism, which were r i f e i n some c o u n t r i e s . The enormous 
and scandalous p r o f i t s d e r i v e d from such c r i m i n a l abuses made them hard to 
combat. In the s o - c a l l e d developed c o u n t r i e s , c h i l d r e n were subjected to 
moral aggression even w i t h i n the f a m i l y as a r e s u l t of the d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
pornographic c a s s e t t e s . Radio and t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s sometimes broadcast 
shocking programmes and there were now pornographic telephone s e r v i c e s . In 
France, the pornographic telephone and M i n i t e l had been i n op e r a t i o n f o r a 
number of years. The p o l i c e had recognized the r o l e such s e r v i c e s played i n 
incitement to debauchery and p a e d o p h i l i a . Outraged c i t i z e n s had i n s t i t u t e d 
l e g a l proceedings. In J u l y 1991, the Amiens Court of Appeal had unequivocally 
condemned some persons who were responsible f o r t h e i r use. The M i n i s t e r of 
Finance intended to place a 50 per cent tax on pornographic s e r v i c e s . He 
should be commended f o r doing so. 

51. In October 1991, the Swiss p o s t a l , t elegraph and telephone a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
had brought i n t o s e r v i c e the "Télékiosque 156" l i n e , which t r a n s m i t t e d , 
i n t e r a l i a , obscene recorded messages, incitements to homosexuality, e t c . 
P u b l i c i t y f o r such l i n e s had appeared on t e l e v i s i o n and i n the press. That 
was a genuine danger f o r c h i l d r e n , who knew only too w e l l how to use the 
telephone and were o f t e n alone at home. Pornography and p r o s t i t u t i o n r i n g s 
were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r most of those e r o t i c s e r v i c e s . That was not to the 
c r e d i t of the Western c o u n t r i e s and should not be i m i t a t e d by others. 

52. Mr. GOTTLICHER (World Movement of Mothers) s a i d that there were more 
than 720,000 refugees i n C r o a t i a , many of them c h i l d r e n , who had been cast 
out of t h e i r homes and t h e i r homeland. I t was impossible to imagine how they 
would l i v e i n strange places where they f e l t they d i d not belong. They were 
deeply unhappy. A l l they now had to depend upon was t h e i r own l i v e s and the 
mercy of others. Many of them d i d not know what had happened to t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s . They had l o s t a l l the beauty of l i f e and a l l j o y and happiness. 
He had seen many c h i l d refugees who had l o s t not only t h e i r homes, t h e i r 
homeland, property and loved ones, but a l s o t h e i r f a i t h i n mankind and i n the 
goodness of man. I t was only p o s s i b l e to speak to them of l o v e , compassion. 
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t o l e r a n c e and respect f o r others i f , i n doing so, i t was p o s s i b l e to save them 
and r e t u r n them to t h e i r homes and a l l t h a t they had l o s t . Even i f t h a t were 
done, t h i n g s would never be the same f o r them as before. Some of the l i t t l e 
c h i l d r e n had s a i d t h a t they would l i k e to go back to the p e r i o d when they 
were younger and happy, w h i l e many of them had s a i d t h a t they seemed to 
be dreaming. Something t e r r i b l e , i r r a t i o n a l and d i v o r c e d from l i f e had 
indeed become t h e i r r e a l i t y . L i t t l e c h i l d r e n a l l over C r o a t i a , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
those who had witnessed the k i l l i n g of t h e i r parents, were t e r r i f i e d and 
deeply d i s t u r b e d . The C r o a t i a n people appealed to the Commission to help them 
to achieve peace i n a more humane and harmonious world, i n which there was 
love and compassion, t o l e r a n c e and respect f o r others, and to help them to 
b r i n g the c h i l d r e n back to t h e i r homes and r e s t o r e to them what they had l o s t . 

53. Ms. BUWALDA ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n f o r the Defense of R e l i g i o u s 
L i b e r t y ) s a i d t h a t 100 m i l l i o n c h i l d r e n were l i v i n g , working and sometimes 
dying on the world's s t r e e t s . The t w e n t i e t h century phenomenon of s t r e e t 
c h i l d r e n was v i s u a l evidence of the e x p l o s i v e growth of the world's c i t i e s 
i n which s t r e e t c h i l d r e n were both the v i c t i m s and products of emerging 
s o c i e t i e s , being e x p l o i t e d , starved, s o l d i n t o s l a v e r y , f o r c e d i n t o 
p r o s t i t u t i o n and v i o l e n t c o n f l i c t s , b r u t a l i z e d , maimed, t o r t u r e d and even 
murdered. Those members of s o c i e t y who were the most v u l n e r a b l e and most 
i n need of care were t r a g i c a l l y those most at r i s k . 

54. In Guatemala and B r a z i l , c h i l d r e n and young people had been murdered and 
i t had been reported t h a t death squads were executing them i n a campaign to 
"clean up the s t r e e t s " . E q u a l l y d i s t u r b i n g was the apparent i n a b i l i t y of the 
a u t h o r i t i e s to i n v e s t i g a t e those murders and prosecute the persons r e s p o n s i b l e . 

55. In Guatemala, Nahaman Carmona Lopez, aged 13, had been k i c k e d to death 
by policemen i n March 1990. He had been l e f t w i t h b r u i s e s over 70 per cent 
of h i s body, stab wounds, s i x f r a c t u r e d r i b s , two broken f i n g e r s , open head 
wounds, a ruptured l i v e r and severe b r a i n damage and had had glue poured over 
h i s head. I t had taken him 10 days to d i e . Four policemen i n v o l v e d had been 
sentenced to 15 years' imprisonment, but, i n August 1991, the T h i r d Appeals 
Court had annulled the sentences because of a t e c h n i c a l e r r o r and the 
policemen awaited resentencing. That was only the second time i n Guatemala's 
h i s t o r y t h a t policemen who had murdered s t r e e t c h i l d r e n had been brought to 
t r i a l and sentenced. 

56. I t had been reported t h a t 53 i n c i d e n t s i n v o l v i n g crimes a g a i n s t s t r e e t 
c h i l d r e n , i n c l u d i n g murder, had occurred i n Guatemala C i t y between March 1990 
and October 1991. F i f t y - o n e cases, of which 48 were pending, had been brought 
before a c o u r t . Three had been considered c l o s e d , one had been dropped, i n 
another the p o l i c e o f f i c e r s concerned had r e c e i v e d only a warning from the 
court and i n yet another those i n v o l v e d had r e c e i v e d three-year p r i s o n 
sentences. In most cases where the c u l p r i t s had been i d e n t i f i e d , they had 
been found to be members of the Guatemalan p o l i c e f o r c e or p r i v a t e p o l i c e 
o f f i c e r s l i c e n s e d by the a u t h o r i t i e s . 

57. People who defended the r i g h t s of c h i l d r e n i n Guatemala became t a r g e t s . 
In August 1991, Bruce H a r r i s of Casa A l i a n z a , who had brought to l i g h t 
a t r o c i t i e s against c h i l d r e n and endeavoured to i n s t i t u t e court proceedings 
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agai n s t the p e r p e t r a t o r s , had reported t h a t , on 18 J u l y 1991, four armed men 
had threatened to shoot him and k i l l the s t a f f and c h i l d r e n a t the centre 
where he worked. They had l a t e r sprayed the b u i l d i n g w i t h machine-gun f i r e . 
Bruce H a r r i s now wore a b u l l e t - p r o o f vest when walking i n Guatemala C i t y . 

58. P r e s i d e n t Jorge Serrano E l i a s had acknowledged th a t s t r e e t c h i l d r e n 
needed s p e c i a l p r o t e c t i o n . Guatemala had r a t i f i e d the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d , but the Government had done l i t t l e to 
safeguard c h i l d r e n . Government o f f i c e s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i n v e s t i g a t i n g cases 
and p r o s e c u t i n g the pe r p e t r a t o r s were short of s t a f f and resources. S p e c i a l 
s e c t i o n s on c h i l d r e n should be e s t a b l i s h e d i n the m i n i s t r y concerned and i n 
human r i g h t s attorneys' o f f i c e s . 

59. Death squads i n B r a z i l had executed c h i l d r e n and m u t i l a t e d some of them 
almost beyond r e c o g n i t i o n . I t had been reported t h a t i n 1991 four gunmen had 
t i e d up, b r u t a l l y t o r t u r e d and k i l l e d seven s t r e e t c h i l d r e n , aged between 9 
and 17, f o r a l l e g e d l y s t e a l i n g a p a i r of ten n i s shoes and c a r r y i n g weapons. 
À 16-year-old g i r l who had mi r a c u l o u s l y s u r v i v e d had t e s t i f i e d to t h e i r b r u t a l 
t o r t u r e . That i n c i d e n t would t e s t B r a z i l ' s commitment and a t t i t u d e towards 
the p l i g h t of s t r e e t c h i l d r e n . The time had come to e s t a b l i s h a framework of 
s o c i a l and economic j u s t i c e . Her o r g a n i z a t i o n recognized the Government's 
e f f o r t s to c o r r e c t the l e g a l and s o c i a l environment i n which the s t r e e t 
c h i l d r e n attempted to survives the Government had r a t i f i e d the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d , adopted a N a t i o n a l C h i l d P r o t e c t i o n Law 
i n 1990, created a M i n i s t r y of the C h i l d i n October 1991, h e l d a Chil d r e n ' s 
Day i n memory of the v i c t i m s of v i o l e n c e , provided funding f o r the 
implementation of h o t l i n e programmes and proposed v a r i o u s other i n i t i a t i v e s . 
Although those e f f o r t s must be applauded, much remained to be done. I t had 
been reported t h a t f e d e r a l funding f o r c h i l d r e n had been reduced i n 1991. 
Such support should, on the contr a r y , be increased and the p r o v i s i o n s of 
the Penal Code concerning crimes against c h i l d r e n must be more e f f e c t i v e l y 
enforced. The B r a z i l i a n Government must make i t c l e a r to c i v i l and m i l i t a r y 
p o l i c e f o r c e s and death squads th a t the k i l l i n g and abuse of s t r e e t c h i l d r e n 
would be se v e r e l y punished. Her o r g a n i z a t i o n had discussed those matters w i t h 
the B r a z i l i a n d e l e g a t i o n , which was responsive to the problem. 

60. G l o b a l s t a t i s t i c s showed t h a t , by the year 2000, h a l f of the world's 
p o p u l a t i o n would be under 25 years of age; 35 per cent of the t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n 
of developing c o u n t r i e s would be under 14; the пглпЬег of abandoned c h i l d r e n 
was expected to double; and more people would be l i v i n g i n c i t i e s than i n 
r u r a l areas. The p l i g h t of s t r e e t c h i l d r e n was c l e a r l y a g l o b a l challenge 
th a t r e q u i r e d a determined and coordinated response. 

61. Her o r g a n i z a t i o n appealed to a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the Commission to 
help put an end to the k i l l i n g of s t r e e t c h i l d r e n and to undertake at the 
Government l e v e l to i n v e s t i g a t e and prosecute p e r p e t r a t o r s of v i o l e n c e against 
c h i l d r e n ; c a l l e d on Guatemala and B r a z i l to comply w i t h the p r i n c i p l e s and 
o b j e c t i v e s of the Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d and to promote 
campaigns aimed at respect f o r the fundamental r i g h t s of c h i l d r e n , to uphold 
the r e l e v a n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l laws p r o t e c t i n g c h i l d r e n ' s r i g h t s and to prevent 
members of the p u b l i c and the s e c u r i t y forces from breaking laws f o r the 
p r o t e c t i o n of c h i l d r e n ; and urged t h a t a framework of s o c i a l and economic 
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j u s t i c e should be e s t a b l i s h e d , w i t h emphasis on preventive h e a l t h care, and 
that g l o b a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the phenomenon of s t r e e t c h i l d r e n and t h e i r 
v i o l e n t and impoverished environment should be acknowledged. 

62. Ms. DROZ ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l A b o l i t i o n i s t F e d e r a t i o n ) , r e f e r r i n g to the 
seri o u s problem of c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n ; p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the context of sex 
tourism, and the campaign launched against i t i n s e v e r a l European c o u n t r i e s , 
s a i d t h a t a b a s i c t e x t prepared by a working group i n S w i t z e r l a n d described 
c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n as v i o l e n c e against c h i l d r e n , hundreds of thousands of whom 
were s e x u a l l y e x p l o i t e d i n the s t r e e t s or i n h o t e l s . The major causes of 
increased c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n were to be found, f i r s t l y , i n the impoverishment 
of l a r g e s e c t o r s of the t h i r d world p o p u l a t i o n , i n i t s f i n a n c i a l a t t r a c t i o n 
f o r the l o c a l p r i v i l e g e d c l a s s e s and f o r e i g n i n v e s t o r s , i n tourism, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y sex tourism, and i n the i m p e r i a l i s m of the Western consumer 
s o c i e t y , which corrupted the r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n and the middle c l a s s e s a l i k e . 

63. The sex i n d u s t r y had grown ala r m i n g l y i n L a t i n America, A f r i c a and 
the Caribbean. A world campaign against c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n had th e r e f o r e been 
launched i n May 1990 by c h i l d p r o t e c t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n s , women's a s s o c i a t i o n s 
and the A s i a n churches, which had requested t h a t the causes of the problem 
should be considered i n S w i t z e r l a n d , as a t o u r i s t country of o r i g i n . Several 
other c o u n t r i e s had launched s i m i l a r campaigns. Press conferences were to be 
he l d from 24 to 30 A p r i l 1992, together w i t h e x h i b i t i o n s and demonstrations i n 
a l l regions. 

64. C h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n through sex tourism was c l o s e l y l i n k e d to sexual 
v i o l e n c e against c h i l d r e n . The sexual e x p l o i t a t i o n of c h i l d r e n i n the 
t h i r d world and i n S w i t z e r l a n d and a l l other European c o u n t r i e s was the 
r e s u l t of the abuse of power by a d u l t s . Sex t o u r i s t s p r o f i t e d shamefully 
from the enormous gap between North and South. 

65. The Swiss campaign c a l l e d f o r the immediate r a t i f i c a t i o n of 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d . The Federal 
C o u n c i l and Parliament were being urged to guarantee the implementation 
of the commitment entered i n t o by such r a t i f i c a t i o n and to b r i n g Swiss 
l e g i s l a t i o n i n t o l i n e w i t h the Convention. The campaign f u r t h e r c a l l e d f o r 
an e q u i t a b l e f o r e i g n , economic and monetary p o l i c y and a d d i t i o n a l development 
cooperation funds; f o r t h e r a p e u t i c support f o r v i c t i m s ; f o r p r e v e n t i v e 
measures, i n c l u d i n g continuous t r a i n i n g f o r people working i n the s o c i a l , 
e d u c a t i o n a l , medical, l e g a l , p o l i c e and tourism s e c t o r s , as w e l l as school 
i n f o r m a t i o n programmes, parents' t r a i n i n g courses and s c i e n t i f i c research; 
f o r the p r o h i b i t i o n of the production, import, trade i n , possession or use 
of c h i l d pornography, i n c l u d i n g the use of photographs or voi c e recordings of 
c h i l d r e n f o r abusive purposes such as p v i b l i c i t y ; and t o u r i s t i n f o r m a t i o n and 
sanctions against t r a v e l agencies that encouraged p r o s t i t u t i o n through t h e i r 
brochures. 

66. She urged the competent a u t h o r i t i e s and the Commission on Нгтап Rights to 
support and encourage the ongoing campaigns against c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n and sex 
tourism. 
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67. Ms. DIECKMANN ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Federation Terre des Hommes), speaking on 
behal£ of 15 non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , s a i d t h a t sexual v i o l e n c e against 
c h i l d r e n , together w i t h c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n and pornography, was found among 
men l i v i n g i n p a t r i a r c h a l s o c i a l systems who considered women and c h i l d r e n 
as t h e i r own property, as w e l l as among those l i v i n g i n a c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y 
where e v e r y t h i n g , i n c l u d i n g sex, love and a f f e c t i o n , could be bought at a 
p r i c e . The economic imbalance of North and South had a l s o produced sex 
tourism, which had g r e a t l y increased c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n and could be 
considered as a f u r t h e r form of c o l o n i z a t i o n . In t h a t context, c h i l d 
p r o s t i t u t i o n should be seen as a type of c h i l d labour. 

68. L o c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n A s i a r i g h t l y claimed t h a t s e n s a t i o n a l reports i n 
the Western media about c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n r e l a t i n g to sex tourism i n A s i a 
s t i g m a t i z e d t h e i r c o u n t r i e s . In an i n t e r n a t i o n a l campaign i n Thailand to end 
c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n i n A s i a n tourism, they had s t a t e d t h a t i t was men from the 
West who had caused t h a t t r a g i c development and had c a l l e d upon sending and 
r e c e i v i n g c o u n t r i e s to j o i n the campaign. T o u r i s t s from Germany, which ranked 
second among the European sending c o u n t r i e s , were those who spent the most 
money. 

69. In March 1991, German-sponsored o r g a n i z a t i o n s had funded a campaign 
against c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n i n r e l a t i o n to tourism i n A s i a n , L a t i n American and 
A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s . Information should be provided and questions should be 
r a i s e d about the causes and e f f e c t s of c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n i n t o u r i s t - r e c e i v i n g 
c o u n t r i e s . I t must be made c l e a r t h a t c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n was a form of 
v i o l e n c e against c h i l d r e n and t h e r e f o r e a crime. P e r p e t r a t o r s i n Germany were 
aware th a t c h i l d sex abusers were r a r e l y prosecuted or sentenced. German 
offenders i n f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s could only be prosecuted under German law when 
the abused c h i l d and the offender were r e s i d e n t i n Germany. In a l l other 
cases, the country i n which the crime had been committed was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
p r o s e c u t i o n . 

70. The German Federal Secretary of J u s t i c e had d r a f t e d a b i l l f o r the 
punishment of Germans i n f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s who had s e x u a l l y abused f o r e i g n 
c h i l d r e n . P u b l i c awareness had increased as a r e s u l t of t h a t f i r s t step, 
but t h a t might not b r i n g about a b a s i c improvement, si n c e the t h r e a t of 
p r o s e c u t i o n d i d not n e c e s s a r i l y l e a d to a f e e l i n g of g u i l t , a change i n 
behaviour or a change i n a t t i t u d e towards a u t h o r i t y . P r o s e c u t i o n would only 
make sense i f i t helped to prevent f u t u r e abuse. The p o s s i b i l i t y of p r o v i d i n g 
f o r the v i c t i m to c l a i m compensation under c i v i l law was being explored, since 
i t c ould have a more p u n i t i v e and l a s t i n g e f f e c t on the p e r p e t r a t o r . I t was 
a l s o p o s s i b l e f o r a f e d e r a t i o n to take l e g a l a c t i o n under the c i v i l law. 
That r i g h t should l i k e w i s e be provided f o r i n the c r i m i n a l law. B i l a t e r a l 
agreements could speed up proceedings. What was most needed was to break 
through s o c i e t y ' s s i l e n t acceptance of the problem. 

71. In the German campaign against c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n ; a t t e n t i o n had been 
drawn to the r e l a t i o n s h i p between c h i l d abuse through sex tourism and c h i l d 
abuse i n Germany i t s e l f , s ince i t could be assumed t h a t some offenders abused 
c h i l d r e n both i n Germany and i n the c o u n t r i e s of the South. The men concerned 
were from a l l s e c t o r s of s o c i e t y . Of 22,963 r e g i s t e r e d crimes of v i o l e n c e 
against c h i l d r e n i n the former western p a r t of Germany i n 1990, 16,000 had 
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been cases of sexual abuse. The number of estimated u n n o t i f i e d cases was 
between 50,000 and 300,000 annually. Three quarters of the offenders were 
f a m i l y members, of whom a t h i r d were f a t h e r s . In 1990, 11,963 g i r l s 
and 3,973 boys had been s e x u a l l y abused, 877 g i r l s and 367 boys being under 
the age of 6. Eleven g i r l s of 14 years of age and under had been raped. 
There again, the number of u n n o t i f i e d cases was estimated to have been much 
higher. I t was f u r t h e r estimated t h a t some 5,000 to 30,000 minors were among 
the estimated 100,000 to 300,000 p r o s t i t u t e s i n Germany. They i n c l u d e d 
c h i l d r e n and j u v e n i l e s who were p r o s t i t u t i n g themselves f o r drugs; c h i l d and 
j u v e n i l e runaways who were t r y i n g to s u r v i v e through p r o s t i t u t i o n ; and 
c h i l d r e n and j u v e n i l e s i n dependent r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n which they were forced 
i n t o p r o s t i t u t i o n or pornography. C h i l d r e n o f t e n p r o s t i t u t e d themselves i n 
areas c l o s e to r a i l w a y s t a t i o n s , as i n the case of the Bahnhof Zoo i n B e r l i n , 
where some 80 per cent of c h i l d and j u v e n i l e p r o s t i t u t e s came from the former 
German Democratic Republic. Ninety per cent of them were boys. The g i r l s , 
who were a l l German, were between 11 and 18 years of age. There were German 
boys between 15 and 20 years of age, P o l i s h boys between 14 and 16 and 
Romanian boys who were o l d e r . There was a l s o an increase i n the number of 
T u r k i s h boys. The younger p r o s t i t u t e s were o f t e n a f r a i d to ask f o r the use 
of condoms and there was t h e r e f o r e an extremely high r a t e of AIDS i n f e c t i o n . 
The c h i l d r e n a l s o s u f f e r e d from b r u i s e s , c u t s , s k i n diseases, h e p a t i t i s , 
venereal diseases and f u n c t i o n a l disturbances caused by a l c o h o l or drug 
abuse. T h e i r partners were o f t e n repeat offenders i n the p r o f e s s i o n a l 
c l a s s e s . Minor p r o s t i t u t e s were f r e q u e n t l y p i c k e d up by the p o l i c e , but 
very l i t t l e a c t i o n was taken against t h e i r c l i e n t s . 

72. Her o r g a n i z a t i o n recommended th a t the Commission should i n v i t e a l l States 
unreservedly to r a t i f y and implement the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the C h i l d ; to adopt the d r a f t programme of a c t i o n f o r the prevention 
of the s a l e of c h i l d r e n ; to consider sexual v i o l e n c e against c h i l d r e n as 
t o r t u r e and c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n and pornography as s l a v e r y and a crime against 
humanity; to r e i n t e g r a t e s e x u a l l y abused c h i l d r e n and c h i l d p r o s t i t u t e s i n t o 
s o c i e t y , develop r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and therapy programmes and f u l l y support 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s working i n the f i e l d concerned; and to place the q u e s t i o n of the 
r i g h t s of the c h i l d on the agenda of the World Conference on Human Rights as a 
p r i o r i t y i s s u e . 

73. Ms. ALTUNA de SANCHEZ ( C h r i s t i a n Democrat I n t e r n a t i o n a l ) s a i d t h a t the 
ending of the Gulf war, the c o l l a p s e of the communist d i c t a t o r s h i p s i n 
C e n t r a l Europe and the q u e l l i n g of the coup d'état i n the S o v i e t Union, which 
had speeded up the establishment of democracy i n the new Republics, were 
c e r t a i n l y events t h a t had encouraged hopes f o r a new i n t e r n a t i o n a l order. 
Although such hopes had not been e n t i r e l y f r u s t r a t e d , the expectations had 
not been met. The genocide of the Kurdish people, the war i n Y u g o s l a v i a , 
i n t e r m i n a b l e wars i n A f r i c a , g u e r r i l l a warfare and e t h n i c or r e l i g i o u s 
c o n f l i c t s i n v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s of the Asian subcontinent and i n L a t i n America, 
growing t e r r o r i s m and manifestations of i n t o l e r a n c e and racism i n various 
European c o u n t r i e s and the scourge of drug t r a f f i c k i n g and drug t e r r o r i s m 
financed from the same source had brought home the f a c t t h a t i t was l e s s 
d i f f i c u l t to win wars on the b a t t l e f i e l d than to make l a s t i n g improvements 
i n the q u a l i t y of human l i f e . 
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74. Although such scourges were an e v i l f o r mankind as a whole, they had a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y harmful e f f e c t on c h i l d r e n and young people, who had no defence 
aga i n s t them, s u f f e r e d permanent damage and passed on to f u t u r e generations 
the e v i l s a gainst which they should have been p r o t e c t e d . 

75. During the past decade, 1.5 m i l l i o n c h i l d r e n had d i e d i n wars, 4 m i l l i o n 
had been d i s a b l e d f o r l i f e and 12 m i l l i o n had been l e f t homeless and without 
a f a m i l y . Evidence of t h a t was to be seen i n the h e a v i l y populated areas of 
the major c i t i e s or i n the towns of such c o u n t r i e s as V i e t Nam, Cambodia, 
E l Salvador, Nicaragua, L i b e r i a , E t h i o p i a , Angola, I r a q and the I s l a m i c 
Rep\iblic of I r a n . 

76. In Europe, the war i n Y u g o s l a v i a d a i l y demonstrated the phenomenon to 
which she had r e f e r r e d . I t was the c h i l d r e n who were s u f f e r i n g the most, 
i n the l o s s of hundreds of l i v e s i n the c i t i e s attacked by the armies of 
one s i d e or the other. Thousands of c h i l d r e n had been orphaned and hundreds 
of thousands had witnessed the disappearance of t h e i r f a m i l y and school 
environment, a l l of which had l e f t i n d e l i b l e emotional and p s y c h o l o g i c a l marks 
on them and s e r i o u s l y damaged t h e i r p h y s i c a l and mental development. C h i l d r e n 
had a l s o been among the main v i c t i m s of the I r a q i i n v a s i o n of Kuwait. 

77. A s t r i k i n g example of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n was t h a t against Albanian c h i l d r e n 
i n Kosovo. According to i n f o r m a t i o n submitted by the C o u n c i l f o r the Defence 
of Human Rights i n P r i s t i n a - K o s o v o , the c l o s u r e of e d u c a t i o n a l establishments 
had deprived 450,000 c h i l d r e n of t h e i r r i g h t to education. As a r e s u l t of the 
d e s t r u c t i o n of the h e a l t h system and the a r b i t r a r y d i s m i s s a l of 1,517 doctors 
and a u x i l i a r y workers, some 40 to 50 per cent of c h i l d r e n i n Kosovo had been 
unable to be v a c c i n a t e d against d i p h t h e r i a , tetanus and p o l i o m y e l i t i s . For 
the same reason, i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y of the newborn had reached the h ighest l e v e l 
i n Europe. 

78. In 1991, 12 c h i l d r e n had been beaten by the p o l i c e and 2 of them had d i e d 
as a r e s u l t . Because t h e i r parents had become unemployed, 450,000 c h i l d r e n i n 
Kosovo had been deprived of t h e i r s o c i a l and c h i l d s e c u r i t y r i g h t s . That was 
the s i t u a t i o n i n an area of Yugoslavia where no m i l i t a r y c o n f l i c t s were at 
present t a k i n g p l a c e , but i t i l l u s t r a t e d the type of i n j u s t i c e and abuses th a t 
preceded and not i n f r e q u e n t l y caused c o n f l i c t . 

79. I t was not only d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and p e r s e c u t i o n on r a c i a l or e t h n i c 
grounds t h a t a f f e c t e d c h i l d r e n i n various p a r t s of the world, however. There 
was a l s o d i s c r i m i n a t i o n f o r i d e o l o g i c a l reasons i n such c o u n t r i e s as China, 
Cuba and V i e t Nam, where m i n o r i t i e s w i t h b e l i e f s or i d e o l o g i e s t h a t d i f f e r e d 
from the o f f i c i a l l i n e were denied the u n i v e r s a l r i g h t to educate t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n according to t h e i r own b e l i e f s , and t h e i r c h i l d r e n were ma r g i n a l i z e d . 

80. The e x p l o i t a t i o n of c h i l d labour and the sexual e x p l o i t a t i o n of minors 
were p a r t i c u l a r l y r i f e i n L a t i n America, A f r i c a and the Asian subcontinent. 
According to one report p u b l i s h e d i n New York f o l l o w i n g an i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
i n e a r l y 1991, a network of dealers i n c h i l d labour i n H a i t i was 
supplying 8 to 16-year-olds to cut sugar-cane i n the Dominican Republic, under 
c o n d i t i o n s t h a t amounted to s l a v e r y . A case where minors were o b l i g e d to work 
f o r 18 hours each day i n t e x t i l e sweat-shops i n Thailand had been d i s c l o s e d at 
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the end of the same year. Their miserable c o n d i t i o n s of employment n a t u r a l l y 
l e d the v i c t i m s of such p r a c t i c e s i n t o the seemingly l e s s arduous environment 
of p r o s t i t u t i o n and drugs. 

81. The a s s a s s i n a t i o n of s t r e e t c h i l d r e n by infamous "death squads" 
i n s e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s p e r i o d i c a l l y made headlines. In B r a z i l , where the 
phenomenon had reached staggering p r o p o r t i o n s , over 300 c h i l d r e n were s a i d 
to have been murdered i n the f i r s t 10 months of 1991 i n Rio de J a n e i r o alone; 
the c l a i m t h a t there had been a token r e d u c t i o n i n the f i g u r e s i n comparison 
w i t h 1990 was a meagre c o n s o l a t i o n . There were reports from Colombia that 
even the bodies of deceased c h i l d r e n were used as camouflage i n 
d r u g - t r a f f i c k i n g operations. 

82. What had happened to the commitments entered i n t o at the New York Summit 
h e l d i n September 1990? There was o b v i o u s l y an enormous gap between what 
could be and what was a c t u a l l y being done on behalf of the world's c h i l d r e n . 
How could the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, which had spared no e f f o r t to expel the 
I r a q i invader from Kuwait, j u s t i f y i t s f a i l u r e to put enough economic, human 
and t e c h n o l o g i c a l resources i n t o the s t r u g g l e f o r human d i g n i t y ? The c a l l by 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s such as UNICEF f o r maximiim p r i o r i t y to be accorded to c h i l d r e n 
must be heeded as one of the b a s i c e t h i c a l imperatives of a new i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
order. As a c o n d i t i o n a l of development a i d , b e n e f i c i a r y c o u n t r i e s should be 
o b l i g e d to devote a minimum percentage of the a s s i s t a n c e they r e c e i v e d to 
programmes f o r c h i l d r e n . Disarmament and the r e d u c t i o n of excess m i l i t a r y 
expenditure could release f u r t h e r resources t h a t could be used f o r the b e n e f i t 
of the r i s i n g generations. I t was not necessary f o r a country to be immensely 
r i c h i n order to place the p r o t e c t i o n and promotion of the r i g h t s of the c h i l d 
on a sound l e g a l , i n s t i t u t i o n a l and p r a c t i c a l f o o t i n g : the example of 
Costa R i c a should be applauded and emulated. 

83. Ms. BRUCE ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c C h i l d Bureau), speaking on behalf 
of 10 non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , s a i d t h a t the sexual e x p l o i t a t i o n and 
abuse of c h i l d r e n , which could take p a r t i c u l a r l y obscene forms and c o n s t i t u t e d 
a gross v i o l a t i o n of c h i l d r e n ' s r i g h t s and an a f f r o n t to t h e i r d i g n i t y , were 
widely accepted as being on the i n c r e a s e ; no region of the world was spared 
the d r a s t i c e f f e c t s of t h a t trend. Sad to say, the current eagerness of some 
Governments to t a l k about the i s s u e was due more to the t h r e a t of the AIDS 
pandemic than to any sudden concern f o r the r i g h t s and d i g n i t y of the c h i l d . 

84. The NGO Group on the Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d had been 
cooperating w i t h the S p e c i a l Rapporteur on the s a l e of c h i l d r e n , c h i l d 
p r o s t i t u t i o n and c h i l d pornography whose rep o r t (E/CN.4/1992/55 and Add.l) 
provided a commendable overview of the present s i t u a t i o n . The Group had a l s o 
been f o l l o w i n g the d r a f t i n g of a programme of a c t i o n and had a пгшЬег of 
recommendations to make i n connection w i t h both the report and the programme. 

85. F i r s t , Governments should make the f i g h t against the s a l e of c h i l d r e n , 
c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n and c h i l d pornography a matter of nationwide p r i o r i t y ; 
r e place l a x i t y and c o m p l i c i t y w i t h an uncompromising stand on r e p r e s s i v e and 
e d u c a t i o n a l measures w i t h regard to i n t e r m e d i a r i e s and c l i e n t s ; and take 
c u r a t i v e and p r e v e n t i v e , rather than c u l p a b i l i z i n g , steps i n respect of the 
c h i l d r e n i n v o l v e d . More s p e c i f i c a l l y , members of the p o l i c e and the j u d i c i a r y 
found to be i n v o l v e d i n the s a l e or sexual e x p l o i t a t i o n of c h i l d r e n should be 



E/CN.4/1992/SR.46/Àdd.l 
page 19 

brought to j u s t i c e ; renewed e f f o r t s should be made to i d e n t i f y and prosecute 
the networks, racketeers or i n t e r m e d i a r i e s e x p l o i t i n g c h i l d r e n ; the f o r c e of 
the law and education should be brought to bear i n preventing c l i e n t s from 
t u r n i n g to c h i l d r e n i n p r o s t i t u t i o n ; the simple possession, and not merely the 
prod u c t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n of c h i l d pornography, should be made a crime; and 
community-based programmes f o r c h i l d v i c t i m s of sexual e x p l o i t a t i o n should be 
i n i t i a t e d i n accordance w i t h a r t i c l e 39 of the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the C h i l d . 

86. Next, p r o s t i t u t i o n should be regarded as a phenomenon based on more than 
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d socio-economic f a c t o r s ; what was needed was an a n a l y s i s of 
c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n , accompanied by appropriate i n t e r v e n t i o n programmes, which 
took proper account of the non-material, p s y c h o - s o c i a l , s p i r i t u a l and c u l t u r a l 
f a c t o r s governing e n t r y i n t o p r o s t i t u t i o n ; due s i g n i f i c a n c e should be attached 
to the S p e c i a l Rapporteur's f i n d i n g t h a t c r i m i n a l elements and the demand 
f a c t o r , both at home and abroad, had l e d to an increase i n c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n 
i n recent years. 

87. L a s t l y , the measures proposed by the S p e c i a l Rapporteur and i n the d r a f t 
Programme of A c t i o n should be taken i n t o account i n n a t i o n a l preparations f o r 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Year of the Family i n 1994. 

88. The NGO Group a l s o wished to make a number of more d e t a i l e d 
recommendations concerning the S p e c i a l Rapporteur. F i r s t l y , he should 
endeavour to o b t a i n more i n f o r m a t i o n on the areas i d e n t i f i e d as i n s u f f i c i e n t l y 
docximented, i n c l u d i n g the s a l e of organs and other forms of s a l e . He should 
p r i o r i t i z e h i s own recommendations w i t h due regard f o r the s p e c i f i c 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the State w i t h regard to law enforcement, p o l i c e t r a i n i n g 
and so on and f o r measures t h a t could be implemented at once, i r r e s p e c t i v e of 
the p r e v a i l i n g economic c l i m a t e . He should a l s o be requested to make very 
e x p l i c i t recommendations on the types of a c t i o n t h a t could be taken by St a t e s , 
f o r example i n connection w i t h the p a r t i c u l a r v u l n e r a b i l i t y of domestic 
workers to sexual abuse and s a l e i n t o p r o s t i t u t i o n . L a s t l y , he should be 
i n v i t e d to explore p o s s i b l i t i e s of cooperation w i t h other U n i t e d Nations 
S p e c i a l Rapporteurs on r e l a t e d t o p i c s . 

89. The NGO Group recommended th a t the d r a f t Programme of A c t i o n should 
be adopted without delay, t h a t Governments should be i n v i t e d to rep o r t i n 
two years* time on i t s implementation and th a t the Commission on Human Rights 
should i n i t i a t e an e f f e c t i v e follow-up procedure f o r the Programme as a 
complement to e f f o r t s by the Committee on the Rights of the C h i l d . 

90. Noting t h a t r e p o r t i n g by States p a r t i e s to the Convention on the 
Rights of the C h i l d would be due every f i v e years, she suggested t h a t , 
where contemporary forms of s l a v e r y were concerned, progress r e p o r t s to 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community should be more frequent. To th a t end, the 
or g a n i z a t i o n s i n whose name she spoke proposed the f o l l o w i n g three-pronged 
o v e r a l l s t r a t e g y . F i r s t , the Working Group on Contemporary Forms of Slavery 
should become a forum f o r the d i s c u s s i o n and fo r m u l a t i o n of model laws, 
p o l i c i e s and programmes to combat, i n t e r a l i a , the e x p l o i t a t i o n of c h i l d r e n . 
Resources from the Trust Fund approved by the United Nations General Assembly 
should enable more experts to attend meetings of the Working Group and help i t 
to prepare sound b l u e p r i n t s f o r f u t u r e a c t i o n . 
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91. Secondly, such b l u e p r i n t s and the f i n d i n g s of the Working Group should 
c o n s t i t u t e the b a s i s f o r the d e l i b e r a t i o n s of the Committee on the Rights of 
the C h i l d i n c o n s i d e r i n g the r e p o r t s of States p a r t i e s and h e l p the Committee 
to monitor progress. T h i r d l y , the S p e c i a l Rapporteur should endeavour to be 
present at meetings of the Working Group and of the Committee to ensure t h a t 
there was no o v e r l a p p i n g i n a c t i v i t i e s and t h a t progress was made i n the 
v a r i o u s d i s c u s s i o n s . 

92. I t was g r a t i f y i n g to the non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s to see 
t h a t t h e i r work was appreciated by some Goveriunents as they endeavoured 
to c o l l a b o r a t e i n combating v i o l a t i o n s of c h i l d r e n ' s r i g h t s . Together, 
new a l l i a n c e s were already being forged and new p r i o r i t i e s s e t . S e v e r a l 
Government r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s had already r e f e r r e d to the ЕСРЛТ (End C h i l d 
P r o s t i t u t i o n i n A s i a n Tourism) campaign, which had spawned a v a r i e t y of 
i n i t i a t i v e s i n A s i a as w e l l as i n Western c o u n t r i e s . The major conference 
i n Bangkok to be organized by ECPAT during the f i r s t week of A p r i l 1992 
would evaluate achievements so f a r and determine p r i o r i t i e s f o r the 
coming 18 months. In West A f r i c a and i n L a t i n America, NGOs had been 
j o i n i n g f o r c e s , o f t e n w i t h the support of UNICEF, i n c o n f r o n t i n g gross 
v i o l a t i o n s of c h i l d r e n ' s r i g h t s . 

93. L a x i t y on the p a r t of law enforcement o f f i c i a l s had l e f t those who 
e x p l o i t e d c h i l d r e n immune f o r f a r too long. The time had come to take a f i r m 
stance and make i t c l e a r to a l l t h a t the d i g n i t y and r i g h t s of the c h i l d could 
no longer be trampled i n the d i r t . 

94. Mr. MACPHERSON (Friend's World Committee f o r C o n s u l t a t i o n ) s a i d t h a t 
h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n p a r t i c u l a r l y welcomed the s e c t i o n of the r e p o r t by the 
S p e c i a l Rapporteur (E/CN.4/1992/55 and Add.l) d e a l i n g w i t h the recruitment of 
c h i l d r e n i n t o armed for c e s and t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n armed c o n f l i c t s , matters 
on which the Quakers had r e c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d a comprehensive r e p o r t covering a 
score of c o u n t r i e s , together w i t h a number of remedial recommendations. 

95. During the d r a f t i n g of the Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d , the 
m a j o r i t y of Governments had sought to improve on e x i s t i n g humanitarian law, 
notably by r a i s i n g the age l i m i t f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n armed c o n f l i c t s 
from 15 to 18 years. Only the United States of America had been opposed 
to the strengthening of a r t i c l e 38 of the Convention, which set the minimum 
standard i n t h a t regard, w h i l e the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Sweden had committed 
h i s Government to continued e f f o r t s to improve t h a t standard, and i t was 
g r a t i f y i n g to note t h a t the delegations of Argentina, Colombia, Ecuador, Spain 
and Uruguay had made d e c l a r a t i o n s , when r a t i f y i n g the Convention, concerning 
the inadequate p r o t e c t i o n a f f o r d e d to c h i l d r e n by t h a t a r t i c l e . 

96. In the l i g h t of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur's own views on the matter, as 
set out i n paragraph 127 of h i s r e p o r t , the Friend's World Committee f o r 
C o n s u l t a t i o n proposed t h a t States should be encouraged to d e c l a r e u n i l a t e r a l l y 
t h a t they would not r e c r u i t young persons below the age of 18 i n t o t h e i r armed 
forc e s and t h a t c o n s i d e r a t i o n should be given to the p o s s i b i l i t y of adding an 
o p t i o n a l p r o t o c o l to the Convention on the Rights of the C h i l d which would 
permit r a t i f y i n g States to agree not to r e c r u i t persons under 18 years i n t o 
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t h e i r armed f o r c e s ; a l t e r n a t i v e l y . States p a r t i e s to the Convention might wish 
to consider r a i s i n g the age l i m i t i n a r t i c l e 38 by proposing an amendment 
under a r t i c l e 50. 

97. Ms. BRIDEL ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n of Democratic Lawyers) s a i d t h a t 
her A s s o c i a t i o n had examined w i t h p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t s e c t i o n I.C. of the 
r e p o r t by the S p e c i a l Rapporteur (E/CN.4/1992/55) d e a l i n g w i t h organ 
t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n f o r g a i n , s i n c e i t had, i n 1991, s p e c i f i c a l l y requested the 
Working Group on Contemporary Forms of Slavery to address t h a t i s s u e . 

98. She presumed t h a t , when the S p e c i a l Rapporteur s t a t e d i n paragraph 102 of 
the r e p o r t t h a t some of the a l l e g a t i o n s and c o u n t e r - a l l e g a t i o n s on the subject 
had "an i d e o l o g i c a l s l a n t " , he was r e f e r r i n g to an i n c i d e n t i n 1987 when an 
a r t i c l e i n a S o v i e t newspaper based on reports from L a t i n America concerning 
the e x i s t e n c e of a trade i n human organs, e s p e c i a l l y organs taken from 
c h i l d r e n , had been dismissed i n the United States as a p i e c e of cold-war 
d i s i n f o r m a t i o n . Circumstances had changed si n c e then, but, i n view of the 
f a c t t h a t s i m i l a r reports continued to flow i n from L a t i n and C e n t r a l America 
and A s i a , the time had perhaps come to d e p o l i t i c i z e the s u b j e c t and to t r e a t 
i t w i t h a l l due seriousness. 

99. In paragraph 112 of h i s r e p o r t , the S p e c i a l Rapporteur s t a t e d t h a t laws 
and law enforcement alone were not enough to e r a d i c a t e the problem, t h a t 
community a c t i o n and v i g i l a n c e were c a l l e d f o r and t h a t the e t h i c s of the 
medical sec t o r i t s e l f must come i n t o p l a y . In t h a t connection, she r e c a l l e d 
t h a t , as f a r back as 1987, the a t t e n t i o n of the French N a t i o n a l Committee on 
E t h i c s had been drawn to the t e r r i b l e t r a f f i c i n c h i l d r e n f o r the purpose of 
organ t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n . 

100. Although the S p e c i a l Rapporteur had r e f e r r e d to the Guiding P r i n c i p l e s on 
Human Organ T r a n s p l a n t a t i o n r e c e n t l y adopted by the World H e a l t h O r g a n i z a t i o n , 
he had not drawn the Commission's a t t e n t i o n to the very dangerous ambiguities 
of a number of t e x t s from other sources, such as the f i n a l r e p o r t adopted 
by the Conference of M i n i s t e r s of Health of the C o u n c i l of Europe i n 
November 1987 and a law adopted i n the United States of America i n the same 
year, which f a i l e d to r u l e out the p o s s i b i l i t y of monetary compensation i n 
connection w i t h human organ t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n . There c e r t a i n l y seemed to be 
loopholes i n c u r r e n t domestic and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g i s l a t i o n which paved the 
way f o r abuse and encouraged i l l e g a l p r o f i t e e r i n g by networks t h a t could only 
be d e s c r i b e d as c r i m i n a l . 

101. According to paragraph 109 of the S p e c i a l Rapporteur's r e p o r t , no 
Government so f a r had s t a t e d t h a t the s a l e of c h i l d r e n ' s organs had taken 
place on i t s t e r r i t o r y . She nevertheless noted t h a t , according to paragraph 38 
of document E/CN.4/SvaD.2/1990/43, Mexican c h i l d r e n had been r e l i a b l y s t a t e d to 
have been adopted f o r v a r i o u s i l l i c i t purposes, i n c l u d i n g the s a l e of t h e i r 
organs. 

102. Admittedly, such matters always hinged on proof. But what proof was 
necessary beyond a demonstration of the f u n c t i o n i n g , i n connection w i t h 
organ t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n , of the law of supply and demand, as evidenced by the 
arrangements known to e x i s t between p r i v a t e , p r o f i t - m a k i n g c l i n i c s i n the 
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c o u n t r i e s of r e c i p i e n t s and donors? Surely i t was more than s u p p o s i t i o n to 
consider t h a t , as demand o u t s t r i p p e d supply, the death squads r e s p o n s i b l e , and 
p a i d , f o r the disappearance of abandoned, unwanted and m a r g i n a l i z e d c h i l d r e n 
i n B r a z i l and other c o u n t r i e s might be tempted to enter t h a t l u c r a t i v e 
market. There was an i n c r e a s i n g amount of in f o r m a t i o n from tr u s t w o r t h y 
sources to support t h a t contention. 

103. In view of the extreme seriousness of the i s s u e , her A s s o c i a t i o n , which 
hoped t h a t the S p e c i a l Rapporteur would continue to deal w i t h i t and take 
advantage of h i s many missions i n order to compile r e l i a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n , 
intended to use i t s own modest resources to conduct i t s own i n q u i r i e s . 
I t would submit i t s f i n d i n g s to the Working Group on Contemporary Forms 
of S l a v e r y . 

104. Drawing a t t e n t i o n to the f a t e of the c h i l d r e n of I r a q , she s a i d t h a t 
the r e p o r t s by the S p e c i a l Representative of the Secretary-General made i t 
impossible not to appeal f o r a l i f t i n g of the embargo so th a t those innocent 
v i c t i m s might be fed and re c e i v e medical care. 

The meeting rose at 9.15 p.m. 




