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I I I J ' E O D U C T I O N 

1. The Commission on Human Rights:; has iDeen • s,oized with the situation, of Gtiatsmala 
since its thirty-fifth session iihen it adopte'ct, on I4 March 1979r ae.clèion.-l2 t̂ GOCV) 
by vAiich it decided to send a xeleQi-oii to. the'Govorninont of Ckiatemala stating -fchat : 

"The Coiaiuission on Ifeonan Rights has> taken note .with pro found..regret 
of tho assassination on 25 January last of hi-. Alûerto.„,îuan±es tiohr, ..' 
Deputy of the Guatemalan Congx'ess. ex-Minis ter for Foreign Affairs and 
Finance ana a fojiner mciTiher of tho United hâtions Secretciriat, , . . and 
that ' the Gojïuîiiosion would welcoBia some infoni-ation on this matter before 
the begiiming of its thiri;y-n̂ scrt'd session'." 

2o At its tbirfy-sizcth session the Coĵ iission had before it for consideration 
under agenda item ''v>aesi;ion of ijbo -vioJ.ations o f nuiaan rights aj-id fundamental 
freedoms in any part of the vjorldj with narticular I'sfcronce to colonial and other 
dependant countries aîid territories'- a joumber of document;} under the syînbols s 
E/Ch.4./l54Qj E / C Î I . 4/1305 and E / G I T . 4/1399 containing rê iorts of other cases of 
assassinations vstoich occurrod in the countjry; and tlie response of the Government 
of Ghiateffiala circulated under number E/CIT.4/1367. Oxi 11 March I 9 B O , the Commission 
adopted resolution 32 (iGClVl) entitled ,'dChe oi-miabion o f human rights axid 
fundamental freedoms in Cruatemaj.a'w Tho cpei'o.tivc: paragi-aphs of the resolutioji 
read as follows ; ... 

"The Coimmission on human Rig]its5 

" 1 . Expresses its profound concejui at the situation of hranan rights 
-and fundamental freedoms iii Guatemala; 

"2« Urges the Govsrnrient of (ruatamala to take tho necessarj'' measures 
to ensure full respect for the ,!rima.n righto and fundamental freedoms of the 
people of Guatemala; 

"3« Takes note \:ith satisfaction of the decitsion adopted by the 
Government, of, Guatemala to invite- the Inter-Jhnerican Commission on Eimian Rights 
to visi': the acnirrcrcy and ZG prepare a report en the situaticii of human rights; 

"4« Jltilll̂lîi "'̂'̂  beep the situation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in Gu.atomala un,der reviei>/ at its thirty-seventh session on the basis 
of infoiTflation received from all relevant sources and, to that end. rcfmests 
the Secretary-General ,to bring this resolution to the attention of the 
Government. of. Guatemala , and ;ceport • on t'-ie resu.lto of this con,tact to the 
Commission at ''diat session 

3. In acGordanoo v a ' h oporativo .pa:ragr?.ph 4? 15ia Sscretary-Geiioral transmitted 
I'Osolution 32 (}GO[IWL) to tnc Permano;it Representative of Gsatemaj.a. to the 
United Uationg at Geneva in a letter .dated 13 • Ji'ine loSO v/hich reads as follows; 

"The Seçretary-Genoral of the Unitod, Rations presents his compliments to 
the Permanent Representative of Guatemala, to the Ifoited Fations and has the 
honour to refer to resolu,-!.ion 32 (SCXVl) ; entitled 'The situation of human 
righto a,nd fundamental freedoms in Gnatomala' adopted by tJie Cor.anission on 
Human Rights on 1 1 Earch I9OO, 

"In paragrs,ph 4 of that resoluiàon, the Commission decidod to keep the 
situation of human rights and fandamental freedoms in Guatemala under revievi 
at its thirty-seventh session on the basis of informa,tion received from o,ll 
relevant sources- To vhat end the Conimission, in the same paragraphs 
requested tho Secretary-General to bring tho o-eoolution to bhe attention of 
your Government aî d to report at tj-iat session on tho results of IRie contact 
thus made. 
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"The Secretary-General therofore has the honour to transait a copy of 
r é s o l u tien 32 (X]Q?7l) to your Governnent he3:'ei-rith. For the purposes o f 

t h e contact raentionecl in paragraph 4 of that r e s o l u t i o n he proposes to' 
appoint, following conGulta,tion with your Government, a representative t o h e 

received hy your Government with a vioir to exoinining the questions raised in 
that decision of the Coinmission on Human Hights . The establishment of 
contact with your Government in this way would facilitate the Secreta,ry-General's 
task of submitting the information requested in reeolution 32 (XXT/l) to the 
Gonmission on Human Hights and would assist the Couuaission in its plan to 
keep t h e si'cuaiion of huraan rights and fundam̂ ental freedoms in Guatemala under 
review at its nezt session. 

"The Secretary-General would be grateful if your Government would kindly 
let him have its conmicnts on this mattox' as coon ai., possible." 

4. In a letter dated 12 September I 9 S O addressed to the Secretarj^-General of the 
United Nations, the Permanent Uepresentative of Guatemala stated: 

"In your le-fcter you propose to appoint, after consultation with my 
Government, a personal representative to be received in Guabemala in order 
t o examine the questions raised in resolution 52 of the Commission on 
Humian Righ.ts . 

"My Governmeni; expresses its 3,ppreciation f o r your intention to appoint 
a z'epresentative to ccjmpilo the relevant informe„tion which you are to submit 
t o t h e Comimlssion on Jbman Fights at i t s j:-ogular session'in 1 9 0 1 . The 
Government will in due course indicate suitable dates for the representative's 
arrival in Guatemala. The reason xrhy this has not yet been possible is that 
because of the recrudescence of acts of I'iolenco by the leftist and rightist 
factions that operate illegally a n d clanuestinely• the Government feels that 
the dispatch of a personal representative for the purpose in question would 
not be appropriate for the time being. 

"My Government wishes to confirm that, in Guatemala; the validity, 
enjoyment and observance of the universally recogiiised human rights are 
absolute and have been raised to the sta'fcus of constitutional precepts." 

I. iCTIGJ Î :dai;H PY TIE CIP-IRjdAE CF TIH TïilPTY-SIX̂ HI SFSSIOH OF THi] COMMISSIOH 

5 . 3y letter dated 20 Ĵ anc I 9 O G , the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Aastria raised' 
the issue of the huirian rights situation in (Juatenala with the Chairman of the 
Commission on Human Eights a t its 36th session, Pr. ¥aleed M. Sadi. The Chairman 
was appealed to to take some action "to curcb the violence rampant in that country". 
The Governments of Peniiiark and the Hetherlands subsequently sent similar reques.ts' 
to t h e Chairman (which are contained in note verba].e dated 27 October I 9 G O , and 
letter dated 7 Hovembei' I 9 8 O , respectively). The Chairman of the Commission 
addressed on 12 Septerfjer 1930, a letter to the Peirmanent Representative of 
Guatemala to the United Nations Office at Geneva expressing the following J 

"1 am writing to you beca;:ise reports c : : p r e s 3 i n g concern about serious 
violations of huraan rights„ involving the life, liberty and security of 
people in Ctiatemala, continue to rcacli }!]e. I am SÂrare that the 
Secretary-General of the United ZTations addressed himself in June 1930 t o 
the Permanent Representative c-f Ckiatejîiala at the United Nations in New York 
with respect to the implementation of j;eso]ution 52 (XXXVl) of t h e Commission 
on Human Righto. The Secrcta.ry-Gc:]eral px-oposed is particuj.ar that the 
contact with t;he Govornmant ox Guatemala., a,o o n v i s s L g e d in the resolution, be 
effectuated through a I'Spreoentative of the Secretary-General mio may b e 
received by tb-O Ĉ overnminrt in order to e::amine the questions raised in 
resolution 32 (XXJD/l) ..)f the Commission. 
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•'As Chairiïian of the Corniiiission on Human Rights I take a special interest 
in the implementation of the resolutions adopted hy the Coimission u.nder my 
chairmanship. I therefore express the sincere hope that joint efforts by 
the Government and the people of Guatemala, by the Commiission on Human Rights 
and by the Gocretcuoy-Goneral of the CJnited Rations will lead to full respect 
for and obserVr3,nce of humau rights andv fund.am.ental freed.oas in Chiatemala." 

6. Bj a letter dated 27 Octobor 1980j addressed to the President of the Comrxîission 
on Human Rights, the Permanent Representative of Guatemala informed the Chairman 
3.S follows : 

"Following inotnictions fron my Government, I v/ish to inform, you that 
due to justified reasons, it is not possible, at the present time, to receive 
a representative of the Secreta.ry-CTenoral of the United Nations f o 3 r the 
examina,tion of the issues raised by the o.bove-mentioned resolution 32 (XXJCVl). 

"However, I also \,rish to inform you tha,t the question rela,ting to the 
visit of the InteramericaJi Commission on Humam Rights of OAS as established 
in resolution 32 (SGWl), opera.tive paragraph 3i is being processed. This 
question v r i l l be concludecL when oxlequa.te securities and cono.itions for the 
Commission to fulfil its task in ecu efficient way, is giiaranteed. " 

I ]:. ItiL̂ ORHAT lOH RE GE JVEi) 

7. As of 19 January l'~)uO, the Secretaû-y-Cre;oeral has received information in 
connection with resolution 32 OOCWl) of the Gomriiission on Human Rights from the 
following : 

( 1 ) MemlDer States of the Unihed Hâ t̂ions : Venezuela 

(2) Ron-governmental organizations in consultative status i (a) Christian 
Rem.ocratic ¥orld Union.; (b ) International Coim'nission of Jurists 
(Centre for the Independence of Judges â nd Lawyers); (c ) Inter-
Pa,rliam-ntary Union and (d) Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs (world Council of Churches). 

8. In addition, the Secretary-General has received information from private 
sources which are available in the 3ecretan?iat. 

9. The information received from, the Governmient of Vonezijela auid from, the non-
governmenta.l organizations in consultative statusaaid other organizations 5 pursus.nt 
to Commission resolution 32 (XJGR/l) is re;producod. below. 

1. Informiation received from. Governu.ents 
[Original s Spanish 
[ 1 1 June 1980] 

Venezuela 

THE ïï]RMAiffiHT MISSIOH OF VEKEZUELA 

presents its compliments to the Director of the United Rations Division of Human 
Rights and has the honour to transm.it to him, for oubmission to the Conmiission on 
Humian Rights a t its thirty-seventii .session, a copy o f the Agreem.ent axlopted by the 
Special Commission of the Congress of tho Republic of Venezuela with respect to 
the events in the Spanish Eafoassy at Guatemala City. 

http://transm.it
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The Pexnancnt Missiora of Venezuela ta,kes this opportunity to renew to the 
Director of the United Nations Division of H-uman Rights the assturances of its 
highest consideration. 

"AGREEMENT 

The Special CoiTiGiission of the Congress of the Republic of Venezuela^ 

Considering; 

That in contra,vention of all the relevant international conventions, 
the Guatemalan police violated aand forcibly entered the diplomatic premises 
of Spain in Gua.tem.ala City5 

"That, âs a result of tha.t police action 39 persons^ including Spanish 
diplomatic personnel, were ki-iled in circumstances that established clearly 
the responsibility of the Guatemalan Government ; 

The„t the criminal act in gxiestion, absolutely unprecedented both fromi the 
point of view of relations between States and from tha,t of human rights, 
which f'Orthermore have-been violated to a.n indescribable degree, is in line with 
the constant infringemxont of democratic freedom.s in Cruatemala; 

That the barbarity of that conduct on the part of the Governmient is 
miderscored. by the viciousness vrith which the solo Guatemalan survivor ox the 
tragedy wâ s abducted and' subsequently miirdaredi 

That the Cruâ temialan Govemmient sought to deceive world opinion by 
presenting a false version of the facts whichj incidentally, showed a lack of 
respect for the Spanish diploma„ts. 

Agrees : 

(1) To ejqoross its overwhelmiing feeling of horror and grief at this 
abominable act ; 

(2) To express the strongest possible condemtna„tion of the conduct of the 
Guatemalan aû thoritios in respect both of the act commàtted and of 
their subsequent attitude; 

( 3 ) To express to the Guatemala.n people its solidarity and condolences 
on this particularly distressing occ3,sion; 

(4) To express its sympa.thy to the Spâ nish nation for the wrongs done to 
it in aui incident contrary to all the rules of international law; 

http://Gua.tem.ala
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(5) To reaffirm the faith of the Venezuelan Parliament in the prixciple 
of the inviolâ hility of the premises of Effihassies, and its respect 
for the Vienna Convention on Piplomatic Relations; 

( 6 ) To call upon the Venezuelan Government to take resolute action to 
reprove the conduct of the Govcrnraont of Guatemala by promoting an 
international movement of cens-'ore in the Organization of American 
States and in other ajppropriate forums ; 

( 7 ) To request the Commissions on PIum.an Rights of the United Nations 
and the Organization of American States to agree on appropriate 
sanctions against a régim.e based on contempt for democracy and 
human digiiity. 

Done, signed and sealed in the Pederal Legislative Palace at Caracas 
on 6 Pebruaiy I98O, the 1 7 0 t h year of independence and the 1 2 1 s t year of the 
Federation. 

(Signed): Godofredo Gonzalez 
President 

Carlos Cainache l'îata 
Vice-President 

José Rafael Garcia and 
Hector Caî pio Castillo 
Secretaries", 
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2. Infomation received from non-governmental organizations 

•(a) Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (World Council of Churches) 

.Original: English] 
[ 1 4 January I 9 8 I ] 

G U A W i A M 

The Inter-Church Conmittee on Human Rights In Latin America (Canada) 
has monitored the human r i ghts s i tuat ion in Guatemala c l o se l y since 
1978. The committee sent two f ac t - f ind ing missions to Guatemala during 
1980 to c o l l e c t f i rsthand evidence of the v io la t ions of human r i ghts 
both in the capita l c i t y and in the countryside. Conmittee members 
have a l so had extensive interviews with a number of Guatemalans who 
v i s i t ed Canada during 1980 at the inv i t a t i on -o f church organizat ions . 

'Information gathered during these interviews included testimony from 
a five-member delegat ion from the Democratic Front Against Repression 
during that miss ion ' s o f f i c i a l v i s i t to Canada in May. During meetings 
with o f f i c i a l s of the Department of External A f f a i r s , Members of 
Parliament representing the three major federal po l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , 
and with church and trade union l eaders , these Guatemalans gave 
deta i led evidence of the systematic t e r ro r whihc i s being used by 
the Guatemalan author i t i es aga inst the people of that country. 

The evidence that the ICCHRLA has co l l ected from a wide var ie ty of 
•sources leads us to the assessment that the human r ights s i tuat ion in 
Guatemala has deter iorated se r ious ly during 1980 under the m i l i t a ry 
government led by Gen Romeo Lucas Garcia. With a t o l l of 30-40 victims 
per day, the current wave of repression is the worst , on a national 
s c a l e , in the h istory of Guatemala. 

Climate of Fear 

The ICCHRLA members who v i s i t e d Guatemala during January/February and 
in July 1980, reported that the climate of fear in the country was 
Immediately apparent and a l l pervas ive . In l a t e January, we. interviewed 
four of the peasants who had come to the capital from the Quiche to 
ask fo r an o f f i c i a l invest igat ion into the ni i l i tary occupation of the 
Quiche and the brutal repression against the i r people. Two of the 
peasants we talked to were k i l l e d the next day in the Jan. 31st 
massacre at the Spanish Embassy which took 39 l i v e s ; a massacre which 
was carr ied out by the Guatemalan pol ice despite the fact that Spanish 
Ambassador Maximo Cajal y Lopez had ca l l ed on the Guatemalan government 
to take no action because no one in the Embassy was in danger. We 
heard and saw and read the d is torted government version of the events 
of the day on radio and t e l e v i s i on broadcasts and in newspapers. We 
attended the funeral procession of the murdered peasants and saw fo r 
ourselves the menacing presence of the po l ice and heavi ly armed men 
In c i v i l i a n clothes (who were using vehicles with the l icense p la tes 
covered) on a l l the s t r ee t corners along the route taken by the 
•Bss ive funeral procession in which between 5-6,000 people took pa r t . 
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During a week-long v i s i t in July , we observed that the climate of 
t e r r o r had grown v i s i b l y worse. Large numbers of po l ice and m i l i t a ry 
personnel were much in evidence on the c i t y streets and in the 
countryside. Almost a l l the interviews we had with church personnel , 
human r i ghts advocates, social development workers and with peasants 
and leaders of popular groups were arranged only with the greatest 
of d i f f i c u l t y because so many people were l i v i ng under constant 
su rve i l l ance . I t was almost impossible to meet with trade un ion is t s , 
or with professors or students from San Carlos National Univers i ty 
because of the unabated kidnappings and assassinat ions of people from 
these sectors during the f i r s t s ix months of 1980. Dozens of people 
known persona l ly to the ICCHRLA, a f te r long years of r e l a t ionsh ip with 
Canadian church bod ies , were forced to leave the country during th is 
period because of death th rea t s , or constant surve i l lance , 'made normal 
l i v i n g and working impossib le . 

Refugees in the i r Own Country 

After careful preparat ion, we were able to interview, outside the cap i ta l 
c i t y , f ami l ies who had f led from the Quiche whose r e l a t i v e s had been 
k i l l e d or had disappeared. The people we met were typical of those 
who are now in hiding in several d i f f e rent parts of the country examples 
o f the growing number of Guatemalans who are forced to l i v e l i ke 
refugees in the i r own country. 

ICCHRLA members l e f t Guatemala aware that an internal s tate of war was 
approaching as the army expanded i t s operat ions, to more and more 
areas of the country, forcing la rge numbers of the indigenous population 
to search for every poss ib le means to defend the i r very l i ve s against 
the increasing t e r r o r perpetrated by the government's secur i ty fo rces . 

Much of the information gathered on these f ac t - f ind ing missions is 
summarized in the reports enclosed: 1) The ICCHRLA Newsletter (July-August 
1980); 2) Of Jus t i ce , Revolutions and Human Rights — Notes on a t r i p 
to Central America by the Most Rev. Remi De Roo, Bishop of V i c t o r i a , B .C . ; 
and 3) The October 1980 issue of The United Church Observer. 

• 
One of the Worst Human Rights Vio lators in the Western Hemisphere 

The brutal d isregard for the r i ght to l i f e and a l l other fundamental 
human r i ghts marks Guatemala as one of the worse human r i ghts v i o l a to r s 
In the western hemisphere in 1980. Disappearances, a s sass ina t ions , 
death th rea t s , a r r e s t s , attacks against trade union a c t i v i t i e s and 
bu i l d ings , land-grabbing from impoverished peasants — most of whom are 
Indigenous people , attacks on church personnel and property as well as 
against the un ive r s i t i e s and the mass media, a l l form part of the 
violence being i n f l i c t e d on th i s Central American nat ion. The 
Washington-based human r ights monitoring group, the Council on Hemispheric 
A f f a i r s , estimates that upwards of 5,000 people were k i l l e d during 
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1980 — a conservative est imate , other sources put the t o l l a t between 
15-20 a day and others even higher as reports of unident i f ied bodies 
clothed in nat ive dress f l o a t i ng down r i ve r s between Guatemala and 
Mexico and the discovery of several mass graves, have come to l i g h t . 
For example, i t was reported in May, 1980, that the remains of a t 
l e a s t 26 corpses were found in a deep ravine near San Juan Comalapa, 
Chimaltenango, by students who were searching for a local r e s i den t , 
Neemias Cumes, who had been kidnapped short ly before. The bodies 
discovered showed signs o f t o r tu re . There had previous ly been several 
reports in the press of secret cemetaries discovered in several 
parts of the country. Moreover, around th is time, the Chicoy River 
in the Quiche was described as another secret cemetary "due to the 
d a i l y appearance of corpses f l o a t ing downstream, so f a r un ident i f i ed , 
and exh ib i t ing b u l l e t wounds". 

S t a r t l i n g reve la t ions concerning the h igh- leve l involvement of the 
Guatemalan government and m i l i t a r y in the operation of the supposedly 
Independent parami l i tary death squads were made by a former Guatemalan 
government o f f i c i a l in 1980. E l i a s Barahone y Barahona, press 
secretary to In t e r i o r Minister Donaldo Alvarez Ruiz from 1976 to 
mid-1980, to ld a press conference ca l l ed when he sought sanctuary 
in Panama that he was, in f a c t , a member of EGP (E j e rc i to Gué r i l l e ro 
de los Pobres) who had i n f i l t r a t e d the government. Earahona's 
denunciations included the claim that the Guatemalan government was 
d i r e c t l y responsib le for the Jan. 31 (1980) massacre at the Spanish 
Embassy. He sa id he had been present when President Lucas Garcia 
persona l ly ordered the attack on the Embassy and a l so the fo l lowing 
day, when government o f f i c i a l s fabr icated the o f f i c i a l version of what 
had happened. 

Government and mi l i t a ry involvement in "death squads" 

. According to Barahona, I n t e r i o r Minister Alvarhz Ruiz had e a r l i e r 
provided him with a h i t l i s t of 36 persons and had ordered him, on the 
bas is of th i s l i s t , to d ra f t the f i r s t communique of the Secret 
Anti-Communist Army (ESA) . Those responsib le for organizing the 
supposedly independent "death squads" , says Barahona, include f i v e 
genera l s : President Lucas Garc ia , former President Kjel l Latigerud, 
former-president Carlos Arana Osor io , Anibal Guevara Rodriguez, the 
Minister of Defense, and Rene Mendoza Paloma, Army Chief of S ta f f . The 
ESA, he s a i d , is d i rected by Colonel Hector Montalban. 

A further claim Of government r e spons i b i l i t y for the operation of 
"death squads" came from the Republ ic ' s own V ice -Pres ident , Francisco 
V i l l ag ran Kramer. In announcing his resignation as v ice -p res ident on 
September 1, 1980, V i l l a g ran Kramer c i ted the continuing v io l a t i on of 
human r i g h t s , the assass inat ion of labour leaders and the persecution, 
o f the Indian population — a l l of which he blamed squarely on the 
government. 
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REPRESSION AGAINST TRADE UNIONS 

During the presidency of Gen. Lucas Garc ia , trade unions and trade 
union members have been amonst the most severely repressed sectors in 
Guatemala. 

Guatemala witnessed a resurgence of trade union organization a f t e r the 
1976 earthquake as workers confronted the problem of de te r io ra t ing real • 
wages due to increasing i n f l a t i o n . This resurgence was met, however, 
with lega l measures of control — the revis ion of the national labour 
code, re ferred to in the ICCHRLA presentation covering the s i tuat ion in 
Guatemala in 1979, which discourages trade union organizat ion and 
prohib i t s s t r ikes - - and with d i rect a s s au l t s , a s sass inat ions , 
disappearances, and continuous threats against trade union leaders and 
members. Workers face harassment in the workplace, intimidation for 
assuming a leadership pos i t i on , threats of assass inat ion for attending 
trade union meetings, and poss ib le kidnapping and disappearance from 
workplace, home or publ ic gathering — a l l with minimal protect ion or 
recourse from the j u d i c i a r y . The government, in the words of President 
Lucas Garcia at a December 1979 news conference, views trade unionism 
as subvers ive . 

• 
Although v io l a t i ons of trade union r ights and assaul ts against trade 
unionists were perpetrated consistent ly throughout 1980, several s p e c i f i c 
incidents of a most grave nature, can be picked out to i l l u s t r a t e the 
current s i tuat ion in this sector : 

a ) Repression connected with May Day a c t i v i t i e s : On the 'evening of 
Apri l 29, 1980, 20-25 armed men raided the o f f i c e i of the National 
Confederation of Workers (CNT) in downtown Guatemala City whi le a 
trade union meeting was in progress . The attackers kidnapped 18 . 
persons, beat them, warned them under the threat of death to cease 
trade union a c t i v i t y and not to speak to the p res s , and l a t e r 
re leased them on the s t r e e t s . During demonstrations on May 1 i t s e l f , 
an undetermined number of people.were kidnapped; the Guatemalan 

The repress ive a c t i v i t i e s car r ied out by the army i t s e l f , which were 
focussed pr imar i ly in the Quiche region during 1979, have increased 
during 1980 to include most of the highland areas , p a r t i c u l a r l y in 
the Northern Development Corridor where many of the Guatemalan genera ls 
have become major landholders since.harassment by the army began 
dr iv ing indigenous peasants o f f land t r a d i t i o n a l l y t h e i r s . 

Those persons and sectors of the population who have spoken out aga inst 
the human r i ghts v i o l a t i ons which vict imize the majority of poor 
peasants and workers have, in turn, become victims of repress ion . Those 
who have any p o s s i b i l i t y of gett ing information to the internat ional 
community have been pa r t i cu l a r l y hard h i t . Many j o u r n a l i s t s , church 
peop le , un ivers i ty people , po l i t i c i ans and trade union leaders have 
been s i lenced th is year . 
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press l a t e r reported that 19 persons were found murdered In Guatemala 
C i t y , although ICCHRLA sources indicate the kidnapping, disappearance 
o r murder of a t l e a s t 100 persons. Among those found dead were 
severa l workers and r e l a t i v e s ' workers employed at the Ray-O-Vac 
f ac to ry , a subs id iary of the Toronto-based INCO Ltd. Press reports 
noted the murder of 31 persons throughout the country on, or 
shor t ly a f t e r . May Day. The majority of those assassinated 
exh ib i ted signs of physical t o r tu re . 

b ) The Abduction of Leaders of the National Confederation of Workers (CNT) 
• 

On June 21, 26 trade unionists were kidnapped from the central o f f i c e 
o f the CNT in Guatemala City. The trade unionists - - most were 
leaders or members of the CNT executive — were meeting 'to discuss 
poss ib l e action as a r e su l t of a se r ies of tortures and deaths of 
f e l l ow unionists e a r l i e r the same week. At approximately 3:00 pm, 
the s t r ee t s around the union o f f i ces were cordoned o f f and an 
estimated 60 armed men f o r ce fu l l y entered the CNT o f f i c e , ransacked 
the bu i ld ing and abducted the 26 persons there , including one pregnant 
woman. Witnesses in the v i c i n i t y reported hearing shots during the 
abduction and bloodstains were found on the f l oo r of the o f f i c e . 
V i s i t s by Guatemalan trade unionists to o f f i c i a l detention centres 
f a i l e d to e s tab l i sh the whereabouts of the persons kidnapped. Although 
the CNT o f f i c e is s i tuated within a b lock -and -a -ha l f of the headquarters 
of the Judic iary Pol ice and within two blocks of the 4th Divis ion 
headquarters of the National Po l i ce , the Minister of the In te r io r 
and the Chief of the Judiciary Pol ice denied that Guatemalan secur i ty 
forces part ic ipated in the kidnappings and disclaimed knowledge of 
the whereabouts of those missing. The National Committee for Trade 
Union Unity (CNUS) , on the basis of the witness of unionists who 
escaped from the June 1 ra id on the CNT o f f i c e , has assigned 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for the kidnappings to o f f i c i a l secur i ty forces under 
the cornnand of the Chief of Narcot ics , Detective Branch. During an 
o n - s i t e v i s i t to Guatemala in July 1980, members of ICCHRLA learned 
o f evidence that the unionists were being tortured at secret detention 
centres but were s t i l l a l i v e . As of e a r l y 1981, the whereabouts of 
the fo l lowing 26 persons have not veen discovered, and most observers 
r e g r e t f u l l y conclude that they have been murdered. 

1. Orlando Garcia — TURSA ( t ranspor t ) 

2 . Bernardo Marroquin Sa lazar — KERNS ( ju i ce and food process ing ) 

3 . Mario Campos Val ladares 

4 . Manuel Sanchez — INDUPLAST 

5 . Irma Perez — INDUPLAST 

6 . F lorencia l Xocop - ACRICASA ( t e x t i l e s ) 

7 . Sara Cabrera Flores — ACRICASA: Sara i s s i x months' pregnant 

8 . Hi lda Carlota Perez — ACRICASA 

9 . C r l s t ina Yolanda Carrera — Sistemas Electronicos 
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10. Rafael Antonio Agui la r — Slstemas Electronicos 

11. Ismael Vasquez — E6SA Coca Cola Plant 

12. Florentino Gomez — EGSA Coca Cola Plant 

13. "Irv1n Rene Hernandez — CERMACO 

14. Selvyn Arnoldo Garcia — CERMACO 

15. Sonia Aledio — VICKS 

16. Mario Martinez - FOREMOST 

17. Cresencio Cornel Ordonez — Enlozados Nacionales 

18. Jorge Luis Serrano ~ Enlozados Nacionales 

19. Manuel Rene Polanco Salguero — Prensa Libre 

20. Alvaro Estrada — CERMACO 

21. Luis Rodolfo Boni l l a ~ FOREMOST 

22. Oscar Sa lazar 

23. Bernabe de l a Cruz — ADAMS 

24. Jorge Zamora — APOLO Industr ia l ( soap) 

25. Sonia Furio 

26. Manuel Antonio Rodriguez ~ KERNS 

c ) The Kidnapping of Union Leaders in Escuintla 

Seventeen trade union leaders and a Catholic administrator were 
kidnapped on August 24 while attending a seminar at the "Emaus Medio 
Monte" e s t a t e , a farm and re t rea t centre belonging to the diocese 
of Escu int la , on the southern coast of Guatemala. The government 
denies any knowledge of, or involvement in this massive kidnapping 
operat ion. However, ICCHRLA sources indicate d i rec t government 
Involvement in the fo l lowing ways: the operation was conducted by 
Alfonso O r t i z , a ss i s tant chief of the Detective Branch of the National 
P o l i c e , with troops from the ariny; the unionists were forced , at 
gunpoint, into several vehic les belonging to government s'ecurity 
forces (government l icense plates on two of the vehic les were: 
P-78165 and P-78077); the unionists were taken to the garages of the 
Detective Branch of the National Pol ice in Guatemala City where they 
were beaten and tortured under the d irect ion of Pedro Arredondo, the 
newly appointed chief of the Detective Branch of the National Po l i c e . 
In denouncing th is inc ident . Bishop Mario Enrique Rios Mont (diocese 
of Escuint la ) held the government responsible for the kidnapping; the 
Bishop subsequently received 'death th rea t s , as a r e su l t of his 
denunciation. The fo l lowing persons have been ident i f i ed as being . 
among the 18 persons kidnapped, whose whereabouts are s t i l l 
undetermined: 
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Gustavo Adolf0 Bejarano 

Juan Guerra 

Gulllermo Turcios 

Augusto Yach Ci r iaco 

Edgar de l a Cruz (farm administrator ) 

1 1 1 a n a de l a Cruz. 

d ) Repression of Workers at the Coca Cola Bott l ing Plant 

The repress ion car r ied out against trade unionists at the Coca Cola 
Company's franchise bo t t l e r in Guatemala, Embotelladora Guatemalteca 
(EGSA), i s representat ive of the form and degree of violence committed 
aga inst workers at other f actor ies in the country. Among the dead 
trade unionists found a f t e r May Day demonstrations in Guatemala City 
were the tortured bodies of two EGSA workers. On May 27, Marlon 
Mendizabal became the th i rd secretary-general of the workers ' union 
a t EGSA to be assass inated. In the ea r l y morning of June 21, Edgar 
Rene Aldana, the secretary of the organizing committee of the union, 
was abducted from his workplace at the EGSA p lant , to r tured , and found 
dead several hours l a t e r ; Aldana's murder was one of the reasons CNT 
leaders gathered l a t e r that day to discuss labour repress ion , only 
to be kidnapped and presumably murdered themselves. When workers 
struck the plant on June 23, to protest Aldana's murder and the 
CNT kidnappings, the bui ld ing was surrounded by agents of the 
Judic ia l P o l i c e , the Peleton Modelo and the Comando 6; workers from 
the plant were beaten and several were kidnapped, including Marcelino 
Santos Chajon. 

Although Coca Cola International disclaimed any r e spons i b i l i t y for 
the par t i c ipa t ion of i t s Guatemalan franchise holder in acts of 
repression against the EGSA workforce, the company agreed on July 15 
to change the ownership of the f ranchise , appoint a new management, 
re ta in management control for a period of f i ve years and guarantee 
trade union r ights at EGSA. This agreement was the r e s u l t , 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y , of the internat ional boycott of Coca Cola 'products 
organized by the International Union of Food and A l l i e d Workers ( l U F ) . 
The apparent success of the Coca Cola boycott indicates the_ 
e f fect iveness of international action on behalf of human r ights in 
Guatemala and the need to increase international awareness and 
pressure . 

REPRESSION AGAINST TEACHERS AND STUDENTS 

Throughout 1980, repression against the education sector in Guatemala — in 
pa r t i cu l a r the Univers ity of San Carlos in Guatemala City — was subjected 
to both systematic and random repression in the form of a s sass ina t ions . 
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a s s a u l t s , kidnappings, tortures and disappearances. As with a l l other 
c a t e g o r i e s , the repression exercised against th is sector reached a 
l eve l unprecented in Guatemalan h is tory . 

Murderous assau l ts against teachers and students must be understood as 
part o f the widening c i r c l e of repressive violence aimed at s i l enc ing 
the few voices remaining in Guatemala which have the capacity to analyze 
the current s i t u a t i on , denounce the government's complicity and provide 
i n t e l l e c tua l leadership fo r opposition to the regime. No longer are 
the regime and i t s a l l i e s content with the el imination of opponents 
within trade unions, peasant organizations and independent p o l i t i c a l 
pa r t i e s who chal lenge the regime on an economic and p o l i t i c a l l e v e l ; 
now they seek to destroy sources of jnoral and inte l l ec tua l c r i t i c i sm 
and leadership - within the education sector as within the r e l i g i o u s 
sec to r . 

P r i o r to 1980, a wave of assassinations which occurred between May 1978 
and May 1979 claimed the l i v e s of 35 students, 9 teachers and 3 un ivers i ty 
p ro fessors . Since ea r ly 1980, however, even th is h o r r i f i c leve l of 
repress ion has been surpassed. Over 100 teachers and students were 
assass inated during 1980 inc luding: 12 professors of the Faculty of 
Legal and Social Sciences of the University of San Car los ; 9 professors 
from other f a cu l t i e s of the same univers i ty ; 12 school teachers ; and 
21 teachers and students who were detained on March 1 and are s t i l l 
missing. (See appended par t i a l l i s t of disappeared and assassinated 
compiled f o r the March-April 1980 per iod . ) Another source, Prensa 
L ibre publ isher Alvaro Contreras Velez, who serves as president of 
Guatemala C i ty ' s Volunteer Firemen Corps (which co l l e c t s many of the 
corpses discovered in d i f f e rent regions of the c i t y ) , states that of 
over 3,617 people who died v io lent deaths in the f i r s t 10 months of 
the y ea r , 86 were univers i ty pro fessors , 389 were univers i ty students 
and 326 were elementary school teachers. (See This Week, Nov. 24/80) 

In addit ion to the systemati-c murder of targeted teachers and students , 
the government's secur i ty f o rces , and paramil i tary groups operating 
under i t s saction extended the i r reign of te r ro r through two 
indiscr iminate attacks . On July 14, shor t ly a f te r Colonel Miguel 
Angel Firon Matareno was k i l l e d by g u e r i l l a s in Guatemala C i ty , 25 
heavily-armed gunmen, in p la in clothes and t r a v e l l i n g in vehic les 
without l icense p l a t e s , entered the Univers ity of San Carlos and began 
machine-gunning students on s i gh t . As a r e s u l t , e ight students were 
murdered and more than 40 wounded. S imi l a r l y , nine young men .— apparently 
students who were a l ready under detention — were found murdered on 
August 20, apparently in repr i sa l for an attack on the V ice -Minister 
of the In te r i o r fo r the previous day. 

This campaign of repression against the education sector i s aimed at 
destroying in te l l ec tua l freedom, education r i gh t s , freedom of thought 
and express ion, and the very existence of Guatemala's main centre of ' 
higher l earn ing . 
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A Pa r t i a l L i s t of the Victims o f Repression at the 

Univers i ty of San Carlos of Guatemala, March-April 1980 

Ju l io Cesar Romero 

Ju l io Cesar Cabrera 
y Cabrera 

Carlos Arnoldo Lopez 
Nufio 

Gustavo Madonado Rivera 

Jorge Jimenez Cajas 

Alejandro Cote 

Mario Cordoba 

Roberto Sisniega Mendez 

.Jav ier Duque 

Axel Corado 

Rodolfo Palencia Ruiz 

Oswaldo Baquiax Zepda 

Ju l io Cesar del Va l l e 

Marco Tu l io Pere i ra 

Alfonso Bravo 

Antonio Clani 

Student in Faculty of Dentistry and 
Organizational Secretary for the 
Youth wing of the Social Democratic 
party FUR 

Student Faculty of Law, and leader 
o f student associat ion "The Law" 

Student 

Student 

Professor of Faculty of Law, Labour 
adv i so r , leader of FUR 

Student of Faculty of Engineering 
and super iv i sor of the f a c u l t y ' s 
Supervised Professional Practice 
progranme 

Student 

Univers i ty Administrator and Head 
of the Sports Dept. of Un ive r s i ty ' s 
extension progranme 

Professor 

Professor 

Student . 

Student, Faculty of Medicine 

Student in Department of Economics 
and president of Assoc. of Students 
o f Normal School 

Student aNd secretary of Economic 
Sciences Student Association 

Secretary of International Relations 
was a l s o student leader 1978-79 

Student 

disappeared 

assassinated 

assassinated 

assassinated 

assassinated 

assassinated 

assassinated 

assass inated 

assass inated 

assass inated 

assass inated 

assass inated 

assass inated 

assass inated 
• 

assass inated 

disappeared 
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Carlos Haraldo Lopez 

Antonio Pa l l e r a s Morales 

Hugo Rolando Mel gar 

Fernando Cruz 

Alfonso Figueros 

Marco Antonio Ur izar 

Johnny Dahlnten C a s t i l l o 

Horacio Flores Garcia 

Victor Hugo Valdez 

No Information on background 

Student 

Professor and Director of the Legal 
Dept. of the University 

Employee of the USAC 

Director of the Inst i tute of 
Economic and Social Invest igat ions . 
His wi fe was a lso gravely wounded 
and remains in c r i t i c a l condition.' 

Student, Secretary General of the 
Association of Students in 
Humanities 

Pro fessor , member of the School for 
Union Orientat ion, labour lawyer 

Arch i tect , member of the Planning 
Commission of USAC 

Student, Faculty of Engineering and 
member of Planning Commission of USAC 

assass inated 

assass inated 

assass inated 

assass inated 

assass inated 

assass inated 

assass inated 

abducted and 
subsequently 
assass inated 

abducted and 
subsequently 
assass inated 

The bodies of Horacio Flores and Victor Valdez were found together a week 
a f t e r t he i r disappearances. A note was with the bodies saying that 

'more deaths would fo l low. 

Gregorio David Batz 
Velez 

Ismael Rivera 

Victor Ramirez Giron 

Student 

Student 

Student 

assass inated 

assass inated 

- assass inated 
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REPRESSION AGAINST JOURNALISTS AND THE MEDIA 

Freedom of expression and information i s ser ious ly jeopar ized in 
Guatemala today by the most brutal means: threats against media 
people who c r i t i c i z e the government followed by assassination i f they 
do not heed the warning. During the f i r s t eight months of 1980 
a lone , 13 newspaper and radio j ou rna l i s t s were assass inated; three 
others who have "disappeared" were l a s t seen in po l ice custody. 
Each one of these victims had received previous warnings to cease 
report ing that was c r i t i c a l of the Guatemalan government. Moreover, 
since May 1980, almost a score of media personnel — including 
newspaper repor te r s , radio d i rectors and announcers and professors 
of journal ism — have f l ed from Guatemala a f te r receiving death 
th rea t s . (See Amnesty Internat iona l , AMR 34/41/80, 27 August, 1980.) 

This v io lence against the media i l l u s t r a t e s , once again, the widening 
c i r c l e of repression aimed at s i lencing voices of c r i t i c i sm and 
sources of information about the current s ituation in Guatemala, 
and symbolizes the t o t a l i t a r i a n or ientat ion of the perpetrators of 
repress ion and the i r determination to eliminate the requ i s i t es of 
democracy. 

From information ICCHRLA has received from r e l i a b l e -ources, we w i l l 
pick out j u s t four individual cases of assassinations of j o u r n a l i s t s , 
a l l o f which took place in October 1980, to i l l u s t r a t e the form of 
repression being employed against the media: 

* On October 24, Caspar Culan, the d i rector of La Voz de At i t l an 
rad io stat ion based in Santiago A t i t l an , was kidnapped from his 
home, tortured and murdered. This radio s tat ion , which i s 
supported by such international agencies as Christian A id , the 
World Univers i ty Service and War on Want, broadcast educational 
programmes in local Indian languages. The murder of Culan occurred 
during a m i l i t a ry occupation of Santiago At i t l an . 

Radio announcer Felipe Zapeta was kidnapped and k i l l e d in the 
departmental capita l of Santa Cruz del Quiche. Zapeta broadcast 
in the Quiche native language. 

Journa l i s t Victor Hugo Pensamiento Chavez, a reporter fo r several 
newspapers and radio s t a t i ons , was shot to death as he l e f t ' t h e 
post o f f i c e in El Progreso, He was well-known for h is extensive and 
well-documented coverage of an attempt to invade Indian land in 
Santa Maria Xalapan. 

Irma Flaquer, a j o u r n a l i s t known throughout Central America for her 
work on La Hora and, more recent ly . La Nacion, was se r ious ly 
wounded, and kidnapped, in downtown Guatemala City on Oct. 16. 
She was t r a v e l l i n g in a car with her son, Fernando Val le Flaquer, 
aged 23, when government agents in c i v i l i a n clothes opened f i r e 
with heavy c a l i b r e weapons from a-passing vehic le . Her son was 
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k i l l e d Ins tant ly ; Mrs. Flaquer was abducted, has not been seen or 
heard o f since and Is presumed dead. A few months be fo re , she had 
been forced to resign from her posit ion as associate ed i to r of 
La Nacion a f t e r continuing harassment which included several 
th rea t s , an attempt by the National Pol ice to kidnap her whi le she 
was carrying out her j o u r n a l i s t i c duties and serious in ju r i e s 
sustained when a bomb planted in her car exploded, a f t e r she had 
c r i t i c i z e d Gen. Carlos Arana Osorio. Mrs. Flaquer was the founder 
and co -ord inator of the Guatemalan Human Rights Commission unti l 
July 19, when she announced, in an open l e t t e r published in 
La Nacion. that the Commission was being dissolved because the 
brutal repression of the Guatemalan regime prevented Commission 
members from carrying out the i r dut i e s , so making the Coninission 
Ine f f ec t i ve . 

REPRESSION IN THE RURAL AREAS 

For some years now, the peasants mostly indigenous people — l i v i n g 
In the more remote rural areas have been subjected to mi l i t a ry 
Invasions and occupations of the i r communities. The Quiche reg ion , 
for example, has been l i t e r a l l y occupied by the army since 1975. 
The mi l i t a ry have set up roadblocks on a l l roads leading into the 
area , completely i s o l a t i ng the peasants ' communities from the res t 
o f the country. The abuses to which people l i v ing in those 
communities have been subjected by the mi l i ta ry range from i n s u l t s , 
s t ea l ing and destruction of personal property to much more ser ious 
Incidents of rape, beat ings , absuctions, t o r tu re , murder and bombings. 
(See "Excerpts from Bu l l e t in No. 3: From the Ecumenical Committee 
f o r Justice and Peace" , reprinted ( p . 11) in the July-August issue 
of the ICCHRLA News le t te r . ) 

M i l i t a ry occupations are not confined to the Quiche and wherever they 
occur the abuse i s s im i l a r , creating an atmosphere of t e r r o r . For 
example, on Oct. 24, 1980, 18 truckloads of so ld i e r s invaded the 
town of Santiago A t i t l a n , in the western region of the country, 
south of Quetzaltenago. The so ld ie r s abducted the d i rec tor of the 
radio stat ion the f i r s t evening (see Repression Against Journa l i s ts 
and the Media in th is report ) and at l eas t three other persons during 
the next few days. The army had a l i s t of people who had worked in 
co -operat ives , l i t e r a cy programmes, at the radio stat ion and in 
r e l i g i ous groups, as well as leaders of the Committee of Peasant 
Unity (CUC) and they conducted searches of houses during the day and 
at n ight . The people were t e r r i f i e d and a large number of them took 
refuge in the Roman Catholic church and in the chapels of the 
Evangelical churches. The army stayed for a week and during that 
time the town was cut o f f from a l l corrmunication with the rest of 
the country. News of what was happening there became ava i l a b l e 
only a f t e r three persons managed to escape from the town. (See 
ICCHRLA October 1980, Information-Update and Globe & Mail newsc l i p . ) 
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The mum'cipaltty o f Comlapa was taken over by the army on July 25. 
Since that time, e ight persons have been kidnapped, the school and 
two Cathol ic churches have been occupied and searched. Buses a r r i v i n g 
and leaving are constantly checked by s o l d i e r s . On Oct. 10, the 
army d i s t r i bu ted f l ye r s saying the Committee of Peasant Unity (CUC) 
was respons ib le for a l l the repress ive actions the community had 
su f fe red . On Oct. 15, so ld i e r s again occupied the town. There was 
an attempt to kidnap the parish p r i e s t ( f o r the th i rd time) but 
they could not f ind him. The major of Comalapa received a death threat 
In a l e t t e r and, more recent ly , 9 group of heavi ly armed men asked f o r 
his res ignat ion at gunpoint. 

Peasants tortured 

The municipa l i ty of San Martin Ji lotepeque has been invaded by the 
anny a number of times, in this same per iod . The so ld i e r s search the 
houses, ransacking the i n t e r i o r s , asking for leaders of the CUC. Six 
peasants were kidnapped and tortured for a period of four days in an 
attempt to obtain information on the whereabouts of peasants on the 
army's l i s t . 

In Parramos, at 9:0 a.m. on Sept. 30, several detect ives in c i v i l i a n 
c lo thes , accompanied by 10 uniformed policemen, went to the home of a 
peasant and accused the family of making bombs. In another house, they 
accused the family of hiding arms and, not f inding the head of the 
family at home, beat up the wife and ch i ld ren , s to l e the f ami ly ' s 
craftwork, money and a typewr i ter . 

Of p a r t i cu l a r concern to Canadians — because he was a U.S. c i t i zen 
who had v i s i t e d and worked in Canada — i s the abduction, torture and 
death of Kai Yutah Clouds ( a l so known as Veit Nikolaus Stoscheck) . 
This 32 year o ld man was an act ive par t ic ipant in the Rel ig ious Society 
of Friends (Quakers) and had a deep-rooted commitment to non-v io lence. 
He was working with indigenous people in Guatemala, pr imar i ly in the 
areas of natural pest control and organic farming. I t has been 
ascer ta ined , from eyewitness r epor t s , that on Oct. 10, at approximately 
1:15 p.m. , he was abducted in Chilmaltinango, 100 km from the v i l l a g e ' s 
central park, by f i ve heavi ly armed men in c i v i l i a n clothes ( reported 
to be members of the secur i ty fo rces ) who him him over the head with 
a gun and dragged him into a red Honda Civic (the type of c a r commonly 
used by the secur i ty f o r c e s ) . His body, with mult ip le head i n j u r i e s , 
was oufnd, subsequently, in the c i t y of Antigua; time of death was 
estimated at 4:00 a.m., Oct. 11. 

RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION 

Persecution of church personnel — both c lergy and l a i t y — has esca la ted 
dramat ica l ly during 1980. The increased persecution has been marked by 
death th r ea t s , disappearances, assass inat ions and the destruction of 
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church property. Many people be l i eve that the purpose of the d i r e c t 
attacks on church personnel i s to remove witnesses to the massacres 
and other incidents of brutal repression carr ied out aga inst the 
people of Guatemala. 

Repression in the Quiche diocese 

Repression in the Quiche began in 1975, a f t e r plans for the economic 
development of the region had been announced. By the end of 1975, the 
army had estab l i shed a base in the region and repression began in the 
northern part of the reg ion. In 1976, the repression had moved into 
Nebaj , Cotzal and Chajul in the southern region. By 1979, the ent i r e 
department of El Quiche had been occupied by the army; many of the 
towns had become occupied zones, i so la ted from the rest of the 
country and the people l i v i n g in these communities are at the mercy 
of the m i l i t a r y and are subjected to t e r r i b l e abuse. 

The m i l i t a r y has ca r r i ed out d i r ec t repression against pastoral workers 
In the Quiche since March 1980, when the convent of Ixtapan was 
s t ra fed with machine-gun f i r e and bombed twice , forcing community 
members to l eave ; and, l a t e r the same month, the parish premises at 
San Miguel Uspantan were attacked with grenades and machine g u n - f i r e . 
On May 9 , the badly tortured body of Ba l tazar Roz Medrano, ex -pres ident 
o f Catholic Action in Santa Cruz was found near Radio Quiche. On 
June 4, Father Jose Maria Gran, a missionary of the Sacred Heart 
Community was assass inated in Chajul. Another missionary from the 
same comnunity. Father Faustino Vi l lanueva , was found murdered on 
July 10. 

Many other r e l i g i ous workers are on the army's "h i t l i s t s " and countless 
numbers of catequists and Christian lay leaders have been assass inated 
or have received death th rea t s . After the assass inat ion of Fr. Faustino, 
two attempts were made to k i l l the bishop of the diocese of Quiche, 
Mons. Juan Gerardi . (See "Genocide in El Quiche" in the appendix fo r 
d e t a i l s . ) As a r e su l t of th i s d i rect persecution. Bishop Gerard i , in 
consultation with his c l e r gy , decided to remove a l l r e l i g i ou s and 
pr i es t s from the diocese and encourage a l l pastoral workers to leave 
as w e l l . The diocese was o f f i c i a l l y closed on July 21. 

Bishop Gerardi t r ave l l ed to Rome to provide a f u l l report to Pope John 
Paul I I regarding the c los ing of the diocese and the genera l ized 
repression being car r ied out against the church and the people of 
Guatemala. On Nov. 1, the Pope wrote to the Cardinal and the bishops 
of Guatemala expressing deep concern over the p o l i t i c a l v iolence in 
Guatemala and i t s e f f ec t s on church personnel and committed lay persons. 
The Pope's l e t t e r was printed in i t s ent i re ty in the newspaper Impacto 
on Nov. 19. Upon his return . Bishop Gerardi was refused entry into ' 
Guatemala, at the Guatemalan a i r p o r t . 
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peoression against Church Widespread 

Repression aga inst the church has not been l imited to one a rea , 
however. Wherever Christ ians in Guatemala have become responsive 
to the jsocial in jus t i ce and human r ights v io la t ions suffered by the 
peop le , and are speaking and working to change such s i tua t i ons , 
o f f i c i a l and uno f f i c i a l secur i ty forces have responded with v io lence . 
The Jan. 16 statement on human r ights issued by the Provincial Superior 
of the Company of Jesus for Central America and Panama, the National 
Council of Jesuits of Guatemala and the Superiors of Jesuit Communities 
of Central America and Panama (see July-August 1980 ICCHRLA Newsletter , 
p. 4 ) described the government of Guatemala as an "unjust , coercive 
regime" and accused the government of kidnapping, torture and murder. 
A f te r the statement was published in the da i l y newspaper El Gra f i co , 
the Jesuits received death threats from the ESA, and the r ight -wing 
p o l i t i c a l party , the Movimiento de Liberacion (MLN) ca l l ed for the 
Immediate expulsion of the Jesu i t s . Members of the ecumenical Justice 
and Peace Committee have a l so received death threats v io l a t ions of 
the government. There were several reports that the government was 
planning to k i l l a l l members of the Commitee before the end of 1980. 

On May 1, Father Conrado de la Cruz, a Phi l ippino member of the Belgium 
missionary order of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and his Guatemalan 
a s s i s t a n t , Herlindo Cifuentes, were detained by heavi ly armed men 
In Guatemala City and subsequently disappeared. Eleven days l a t e r , on 
May 12, another Belgium missionary. Father Walter Voordeckers, was 
k i l l e d outside his church, a f t e r receiving several threats from the 
so - ca l l ed Secret Anti-Communist Army (ESA) which i s bel ieved to be 
a f ront for Army Inte l l i gence Units. Many other foreign p r i es t s and 
r e l i g i o u s s i s t e r s have been harassed severely by visa r e s t r i c t i o n s , 
su rve i l l ance and death threats . As a r esu l t of such harassment, at 
l e a s t 10 p r i e s t s and several r e l i g i ous s i s t e r s were forced to leave 
the country in 1980. 

Convent of Canadian Rel ig ious S i s te rs Attacked 

On August 28, 1980, at 2:00 a.m., the convent of Canadian r e l i g i o u s 
s i s t e r s from the St . Joseph's community of Toronto, in the town of 
Morales, four hours to the east of Guatemala City, was attacked by 
suspected r ight -wing paramil i tary personnel using grenades and 
machine-gun f i r e . The parish house of Guatemalan p r i e s t Father Carlos 
Herrera was a lso attacked. Subsequently, Fr. Herrera and another 
p r i e s t from the diocese were forced to leave the area for the i r own 
sa fe ty . (See enclosed ICCHRLA press r e l e a s e . ) 

On Nov. 19, evangel ica l pastor .Santos Jimenez Martinez was assass inated 
by heavi ly armed c i v i l i a n s while leaving the evangel ical chapel in 
Santo Domingo, Suchitepequez, Pastor Jimenez had been working with 
poor peasants who were s t rugg l ing against the serious e f f ec t s of 
pest ic ide poisoning of the i r land and animals. (See enclosed statement 
of the Fraternidad de Crist ianos Evangelicos del Pueb lo . ) 
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Me would again draw your attention to evidence presented elsewhere 
In th i s report of co l lus ion between the paramil i tary "death squads" 
and the o f f i c i a l m i l i t a ry and secur i ty forces . 

Army he l icopters are used r egu la r l y for surve i l lance of res ident ia l 
neighbourhoods, r e l i g i ous ins t i tut ions and in the countryside. On 
July 12, about 50 ful ly-armed and f lack- jacketed troops took over the 
Presbyterian Seminary in San Fe l ipe . The 65 Prsbyterian pastors 
and church workers were confined to the dining room while troops 
searched the administration bu i ld ing , claiming to be looking for a 
c landest ine g u e r i l l a hosp i t a l . 

The ICCHRLA has a lso received f i rsthand reports of night-time searches 
o f a number of r e l i g i ou s houses in the capita l and in other parts of 
the country. When these searches take p lace , the occupants are warned 
that i f they report the incident they w i l l be k i l l e d . While the reason 
given fo r entering the bui ld ings is to search for arms or subversive 
mate r i a l , i t i s much more l i k e l y that these are further e f f o r t s to 
intimidate and s i l ence the church in Guatemala. 



E/CN. 4 / i 4 3 t 
page 23 

Appendices 

Church 
- Statement of I 4 0 priests, Relig-ious and Laity assembled in Guatemala City by 

the Ecumenical Committee for Justice and Peace, May 5» I 9 8 O . 

- Statement by Episcopal Conference of Guatemala, July 2 4 , I 9 8 O 

- Statement of "Cristianos Evangelicos del Pueblo" (November I 9 8 0 ) regarding 
assassination of Pastor Santos Jimenez Martinez. 

Disappeared Persons 

- ICCHRLA letter (Sept. 2 5 , 1 9 8 O ) to Working Group on Enforced or Voluntary 
Disappearances regarding cases of disappeared persons. 

- Statement of the Congregation of Missionaries of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
(May 5f I 9 S 0 ) regarding disappearance of Father Conrado de la Cruz and Herlindo 
Cifuentes. 

Peasants 
- Statement by Peasant Communities of El Quiche (jan. 1 6 , I 9 8 O ) regarding military 

repression. 

- Statement by Committee for Peasant Unity (CUC), (ferch 6 , I 9 8 0 ) regarding massacre 
at Rio Negro, Rabinal. 

Spanish Embassy Massacre 
- Letter to the Spanish Ambassador and the Diplomatic Corps in Guatemala (Feb. I 9 8 0 ) 

from the International Commission of the Committee for Justice and Peace. 

These documents are available in the Secretariat for consultation. 
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II 

The International Commission of Jurists and Centre Jfor the 
Independence of Judges and Lawyers have learned of the assassin-r 
ation of eight lawyers in Guatemala since the beginning of 1980, 
Pursuant to Resolution 32 (XXXVI) of the Commission of Human 
Rights, in which it is decided to keep the human rights situation 
in Guatemala under review and to receive information from all 
relevant sources, we hereby submit the following summary of 
these eight cases : 

Ruben Ixcamparic, a labour lawyer and member of the legally . 
recognised social-democratic party FUR, was killed on 24 January 
1980 in the centre of Guatemala City while leaving a FUR meeting. 

Jorge Jimenez Caja, labour lawyer, professor at San Carlos 
University and member of the same political party, was machine-
gunned in his office in Quezaltenango on 5 March 1980. 

"Rolando Melqar, lawyer and~Tegal-«dvi©o»-to gafl Carlos Uni-
versity was assassinated on 17 March 1980, 

Johnny Dahintin Castillo, member of the law faculty at San 
Carlos University and member of the 'Bufete Popular', an office 
which provides legal assistance to the poorer sectors of the 
population, was assassinated on 9 April 1980, 

Carlos Flgueroa Aguja, also a member of the 'Bufete Popular' 
and member of the law faculty of San Carlos University was 
ambushed and machine-gunned as he drove to work in Guatemala 
City on 9 June 1980, 

Carlos Martinez Perez, a member of the San Carlos University 
law faculty was killed tHe same day and in the scune manner as 
Carlos Figueroa Aguja, in a separate incident. -

Octavio Paredes, a member of the Bufete Popular was 
assassinated near his office on 12 June 198 0, the third member 
of the Bufete to be assassinated since the killing of Dr, 
Dahlnten Castillo on 9 April. 

Jose Antonio Valles Estrellji, a lawyer and member of the 
Christian Democratic Party, was machine-gunned in his automobile 
on the Scune date, 12 June 198 0. 

( B ) ] N TERAAT I ON.'IL COMINIESI ON OF J U R I S T O (CENTRE- FOR TLIC 1 NHNPENDONCC OT JNOROO 

AND LO.-.'j.YORO ) 

/ " " O R I G I N A L : E N G L I R , H _ 7 

/ ~ 1 9 JUNO 1980_7 
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The Government of Guatemala is proud of its continued, recognition, in a time 
of sharp social conflict and in contrast to some other Latin American 
governments, of multipartism, genuine trad.e unions and freedom of the press. 
However, formally recognized, rights have little value if there are no lawyers 
vigorously to defend, these rights against any encroachment. Most of the 
lawyers killed, are known to have professional ties with trade unions, rural 
workers organizations or San Carlos University. Consistent with the 
Latin American tradition of the autonomity of universities, this national 
university has become a centre for independent thought and criticism, and is also 
known for the training of labour lawyers. 

The pattern of killing suggests a d.eliberate effort to deprive certain 
groups of their legal rights by victimization and intimidation of their legal 
representatives and. counsellors. Thus far governmental attempts to prevent 
the assassination of threatened, ind.ivid.uals or to bring the culpable parties to 
justice has been singularly ineffective. This has encouraged, a wid.espread 
popular belief that there is governmental complicity in these assassinations - a 
belief which we are not in a position to either support or deny, but which 
underlines the need for a thorough impartial investigation of these facts." 

(c) Inter-Parliamentaiy Union - two resolutions 
[Original: English, French, 

Spanish_ 

(i) Resolution adopted unanimously by the Inter-Parliamentary Council at 
its 126th session in Oslo on 12 April I98O. 

The Inter-Parliamentary Council, 

Having also received, a memorandum and. heard, a detailed, statement on 
the human rights situation in Guatemala from the Hational Groups of Venezuela 
and. Spain, from which it emerges that violence in Guatemala has assumed more 
serious characteristics since General Lucas Garcia became President of 
the Republic in 1978; that illegal organizations working with complete 
impunity have murd.ered political, trad.e union, student and. agricultural 
lead.ers; that repression has spread, to the religious sphere; and that, while 
it is true that extremist groups commit acts of violence, there exist 
justified, suspicions and serious indications that the most serious violence 
is that which is tolerated or instigated by the Government itself; 

Requests: 

I„ The Government of Guatemala; 

1 . To restore the rule of law, which constitutes the best guarantee 
against subversive activities and., in particular, to restore the 
right to life, full freed.om for all political parties and. the 
political rights of all citizens; 

2. To restore constitutional rights and. guarantees; 

3. To guarantee the genuinely democratic nature of the process of 
national pacification; 

http://ind.ivid.uals
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^ The Inter-Parliamentary Union is composed, of National Groups which are 
constituted either by a national Parliament as a whole or by a part of its 
members. 

4 . To clarify fully the situation of missing persons and. to undertake 
effective action in ord.er to unmask and punish those responsible 
for acts of violence; 

5. To put an end to tortures, kidnappings, searches, illegal measures 
of control and persecutions, and. to prosecute those responsible 
for such acts; 

6. To restore fully the independence of the Jud.iclary; 

7. To respect the right to reside in the country or to leave it; 

8 . To restore freed.om of opinion and. expression; 

9. To make trade union legislation fully consistent with the 
stand.ards laid down by the International Labour Organisation 
and. to apply it effectively; 

II. The National jt/ Group of Guatemala; 

To d.o all in its power to ensure the implementation of this 
resolution; 

III. The National Groups ±J 

1 . To call on their Governments to denounce in the international 
bod.ies the human rights violations for which the Government of 
Guatemala is responsible and, in particular, the practice of 
violence and. kidnapping, and to exert pressure on the Government 
of Guatemala to put an end. to that situation; 

2. To call on their Governments to refrain from granting military 
or financial aid to the Government of Guatemala, without 
prejudice to the humanitarian aid accorded to the people 
of Guatemala. ^ 
The Inter-Parliamentary Council, 

Recommend.s to the National Groups that they: 

1 . Circulate the Special Committee's report and. this resolution as 
wid.ely as possible and, in particular, bring these d.ocuments to 
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Noting, moreover, that the two personalities appointed, by the 
Parliament of Venezuela to visit Guatemala on a fact-find,ing mission 
concerning the murd,er of Deputy Puentes Mohr, namely, Mr. C. Canache Mata, 
then Vice-Presid,ent of the Congress and Presid.ent of the Chamber of 
Deputies, and Mr. E. La Riva Aranjo. President of the Senate Foreign 
Affairs Committee, have been unable to visit Guatemala since the necessary 
visas have not been issued, to them; that the Inter-Parliamentary Council 
had in due time informed the Guatemalan authorities of the great interest 
which it attached, to the accomplishment of that mission. 

the attention of their respective Parliaments and Governments so 
that they may take the appropriate measures and, inform public 
opinion of their contents; 

2. Inform the Secretary-General regularly as to the steps taken and, 
the results obtained. 

(ii) (Resolution ad.opted unanimously by the Inter-Parliamentary Council, 
at its 127th session, on 13 September 1980) 

"The Inter-Parliamentary Council, 

Referring to the unanimous resolutions adopted at its 125th and 
and 126th sessions concerning Deputy Alberto Puentes Mohr, of Guatemala, 

Taking note of the report of the Special Committee (CI/127/8O/5), 

Recalling that the communication received, by the Special Committee 
reveals that Deputy Alberto Puentes Mohr was murdered on 25 January 1979? 
towards 1 p.m., in the street, as he was leaving the National Congress 
building in Guatemala City; that, some days before he was murd,ered, he had 
received threats on his life if he persisted in his desire to register the 
Democratic Socialist Party, of which he was the founder, at the Electoral 
Register Office of Guatemala; that one of the witnesses of the murder, a 
former policeman named Alvarado, was kidnapped from his home on the 
afternoon of the crime and, then murdered; that the information transmitted 
in March I 9 8 O in reply to the Council's requests by the National Congress, 
the governmental authorities and the Supreme Court of Guatemala reveals 
that an inve.stigation procedure (No. I O 9 / 7 9 ) , initiated on 25 January 1979 
and, currently cond,ucted by the 1 s t Jud,ge of the 9th Criminal Court of 
Pirst Instance, is still at the stage of preliminary enquiry and 
consequently, and in accord,ance with the legislation in force, the contents 
of the investigation report by the jud,icial section of the Public 
Prosecutor's Office cannot be revealed, and that the Public Prosecutor's 
Office, acting on behalf of the State, is the plaintiff in the case, 

Consid,ering that other information contained in the file reveals that 
the murder of Deputy Puentes Mohr is part of a general pattern of 
suppression of the freedom of expression by violence and of elimination 
by murd,er, with entire impunity, of political opponents. 

Noting that the parliamentary, governmental and judicial authorities 
of Guatemala have taken no action on the repeated communications sent to 
them in accord,ance with the resolution of the 126th session of the 
Council (April 
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1 . Deplores that the National Group of Guatemala and the country's 
governmental and judicial authorities have not taken action either 
on the repeated, requests for information made by the Inter-Parliamentary 
Coimcil as to the d.evelopment and. results of the investigation into 
the murder of Deputy Puentes Mohr, or on the request for visas for 
the members of the Venezuelan parliamentary fact-find.ing mission; 

2. Is led to the conclusion, from the facts contained in the file, 
the silence maintained, by the authorities of Guatemala with regard, to 
its repeated requests for information and the lack of co-operation 
shown to the fact-finding mission appointed by the Parliament 
of Venezuela, that the Government of Guatemala has a direct or ind.irect 
responsibility in the matter of Deputy Alberto Fuentes Mohr's murd.er. " 

.(d) Christian Democratic World. Union 

_Original: English_ 
[25 Jme I 9 8 O ] 

"Following the resolution 32(XXXVl) concerning Guatemala, we would, like to 
d.raw your attention to the series of political assassinations of the leaders of 
the Christian Democratic Party of Guatemala, Partiâ.o Democracia Cristiana 
Guatemalteca, perpetrated, last month with alleged, participation of the officers 
of the Guatemaltecan Military Police. We also ask for the good, offices of 
the United. Nations and. its Secretary-General to insure the personal safety of the 
leaders and the rank and. file of our affiliate, the PDC Guatemalteca. 

I am enclosing a set of documents which I received, recently from Guatemala 
concerning political assassinations. Unfortunately some of them are practically 
illegible. Therefore, following is a short resume in English of these d.ocuments, 
which I prepared, to my best ability. 

Situation in Guatemala 

The situation in Guatemala is characterized, by an increasing political 
violence, with leftist guerilla roaming the country, on one sid.e, and. the 
extreme-right political and. paramilitaiy organizations, often supported, by the 
Government's security and. military personnel, trying to eliminate moderate 
opposition by harassment and. assassinations. Having during the last couple of 
years eliminated. 1he moderate opposition lead.ers of liberal and social-d.emocratic 
tend.encies, the extreme right paramilitary organizations supported, in some cases 
by the Government's security apparatus, have recently concentrated its attention 
on the major mod.erate opposition group, Democracia Cristiana Guatemalteca. 
Recently, and with increasing intensity since last local and municipal elections, 
which gave the Christian Democratic Party relative majority of 25 per cent 
against 6 pro-governmental parties, several assassination attempts were 
perpetrated resulting in the death in recent weeks of 5 provincial and national 
leaders of the Democracia Cristiana Guatemalteca. 

On 24 April I 9 8 O , Professor Ricard.o Marin Jimenez, a Christian Democratic 
municipal counsellor in the town of Los Amates of the Izabal Department, was 
machine-gunned, and. killed., while having lunch with three other school teachers 
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in a local restaurant. Notwithstanding the complaints lodged with the local 
police and. with the Central Government, no investigation was und.ertaken. Soon 
after, ohviously encouraged, by the impunity, further attempts were made against 
four other provincial and national leaders of Partid.o Democracia Cristiana 
Guatemalteca. On 22 May, the leader of the youth of PDCG and. the President of 
the Students Association in the Department of Tetonicapan, Juan Cald.erc5n Tunil, 
was abd.ucted from his house and assassinated, by a group of people wearing 
civilian clothing, among whom a police official in Mazatenange Mund.e Illasind.a, 
was recognized, by the witnesses to murder. 

Another Christian Democratic lead.er, Sebastian Xon, from Chichicatenango 
was assassinated in similar circumstances the following day. Lastly, 
Francisco Sisimat Par, candid.ate for the Parliament in the last elections from 
PDCG, was found d.ead. on 25 May with several knife wounds. On 28 May, a truck 
with the registration No. E 16245 stopped, in front of the house in S. Cruz Quiche, 
of a registered, accountant, Julio Hamilton Noriega Natareho, one of the founders 
of the PDCG. Five armed, men stepped, down, two stayed, at the d.oor and three 
entered the house. They started, pushing around Mrs. Hamilton who had. opened the 
d.oor and. when, hearing the noise, Mr. Hamilton rushed in from his office, three 
assailants pulled out pistols and. started, shooting at him, then finally one of 
them approached, the lying on the floor victim and. with his pistol fired, 
"coup de grace". 

One month before the assassination, Sr. Hamilton reported, to the authorities 
of the PDCG, that he was harassed, and threatened, with assassination by a military 
police lieutenant, Shafer Paz, and. two weeks before the assassination, it was 
reported that in the barracks of the Military Police in Santa Cruz del Quiche a 
meeting was held, between a police lieutenant and. the para-military group of 
persons, strangers to the region, belonging to the Government's party: Movimiento 
de Liberacidn Nacional, d.uring which a list of persons to be assassinated, was 
prepared, and. in which figured.: Julio Hamilton Noriega, as well as a national 
d.eputy from PDCG, Gulllermo Villar, and. another Christian Democratic leader, 
Claudio Cochax. 

Confronted with this series of political murders of its provincial and 
national leaders, the Partido Democracia Cristiana Guatemalteca lod.ged a protest 
with the Government'.s authorities, and, receiving no satisfaction, albeit reply, 
the Party authorities decided on 8 June to close down, as a sign of mourning and 
protest, all the Party's offices in the provinces as well as its national 
head.quarters in the Ciud.ad. d.e Guatemala, 

The above described critical situation in Guatemala is being brought to your 
attention in order that all appropriate means at the disposal of the 
United Nations be used to impress on the Guatemaltecan Government the urgent 
need to insure the personal safety and protect the lives of the militants of the 
Christian Democratic Party of Guatemala. 

The documentation received from Guatemala, some of it unfortunately poorly 
legible, is enclosed." 


