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The Greek Orthodox A r c h d i o c e s a n C o u n c i l r e p r e s e n t i n g seme 3 m i l l i o n 
people i n 600 p a r i s h e s t h r o u g h o u t N o r t h and So u t h A m e r i c a and whose c h a i r m a n 
i s H i s Eminence, A r c h b i s h o p l a k o v o s . P r i m a t e o f t h e Greek Orthodox Church o f 
North and South America n o t e s w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n t h e r e s o l u t i o n s o f the 
Bconcmic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l a p p r o v i n g s p e c i a l programmes t o p r e v e n t c h i l d 
p r o s t i t u t i o n , t o r e p r e s s i t s e x p l o i t a t i o n and t o p r o v i d e f o r the s o c i a l 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f i t s v i c t i m s . 

As r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s and l a y l e a d e r s we b e l i e v e i n t h e i n h e r e n t d i g n i t y 
of each human b e i n g . C r e a t e d i n God's image and l i k e n e s s , the human p e r s o n i s 
the c l e a r e s t r e f l e c t i o n o f God's p r e s e n c e among u s . Because t h e human l i f e o f 
our c h i l d r e n i s s a c r e d , we a l l have t h e d u t y t o d e v e l o p t h e k i n d o f s o c i e t a l 
environment t h a t p r o t e c t s and f o s t e r s t h e p r o p e r developraent o f o u r c h i l d r e n . 

The unprecedented f l o w o f pornography i n t h e w o r l d c o n f r o n t s f a m i l i e s 
everywhere. 

R e l i g i o n and m o r a l i t y a r e i n d i s p e n s a b l e s u p p o r t s o f t h e f a m i l y . 
Pornography c o n s t i t u t e s a v i c i o u s a s s a u l t on t h o s e s u p p o r t s . I t dehumanizes 
the human p e r s o n , reduces him t o an a n i m a l i s t i c l e v e l , and i s t h e r e f o r e 
c o n t r a r y t o the w i l l o f God. I t i s d e s t r u c t i v e o f l o v e , p r e a c h i n g a d o c t r i n e 
o f u g l y l o v e l e s s n e s s t o our c h i l d r e n . 

Pornography debases s o c i e t y and i t s g r o w i n g i n f l u e n c e t h r e a t e n s our vie w 
of l i f e and a l l t h a t t r u e r e l i g i o n t e a c h e s about human r e l a t i o n s h i p s . As 
pornography has grown i n p o p u l a r i t y i t s c o n t e n t has worsened c o n s i d e r a b l y . 
Much o f i t now p o r t r a y s v i o l e n c e , d e g r a d a t i o n and h u m i l i a t i o n i n a d d i t i o n t o 
e x p l i c i t s e x u a l c o n t e n t . Common p o r n o g r a p h i c themes now i n c l u d e s a d i s m , 
i n c e s t , c h i l d m o l e s t a t i o n , rape and even murder. C h i l d p o rnography l e a d s t o 
the e x p l o i t a t i o n o f our c h i l d r e n - and r e s u l t s i n c r i m e s o f c h i l d abuse and 
n e g l e c t , c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n and the s l a v e - l i k e p r a c t i c e s i n t h e t r a f f i c k i n g o f 
c h i l d r e n . 

As r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s and l a y l e a d e r s our p r i m a r y r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s a r e t o 
teach and m o t i v a t e . We can and must h e l p p e o p l e u n d e r s t a n d the m o r a l 
i m p l i c a t i o n of c h i l d pornography and t o promote t h e God-given human v a l u e s 
needed f o r the m o r a l h e a l t h o f our s o c i e t i e s . 

We urge a l l Member S t a t e s , U n i t e d N a t i o n s b o d i e s , n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o i n c l u d e the e l i m i n a t i o n o f pornography as a f i r s t s t e p i n 
t h e i r programmes d e s i g n e d t o p r e v e n t c h i l d p r o s t i t u t i o n and t o r e p r e s s i t s 
e x p l o i t a t i o n ; t h a t the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C r i m i n a l P o l i c e O r g a n i z a t i o n i n c l u d e t h e 
e l i m i n a t i o n o f pornography as a f i r s t s t e p i n i t s f i g h t a g a i n s t t h e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a f f i c i n c h i l d r e n ; t h a t the U n i t e d N a t i o n s E d u c a t i o n a l , 
S c i e n t i f i c and C u l t u r a l O r g a n i z a t i o n c o n t i n u e t o c a r r y o u t s t u d i e s o f t h e 
l e g a l and e f f e c t i v e p r o t e c t i o n o f minors from p o r n o g r a p h y . 

We a l s o endorse the Commission on Human R i g h t s ' recommendation t h a t i t s 
Sub-Commission on P r e v e n t i o n o f D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n o f M i n o r i t i e s 
consider a p p o i n t i n g a s p e c i a l r a p p o r t e u r t o s u b m i t p r o p o s a l s w i t h a v i e w t o 
enhancing f u r t h e r p r o g r e s s i n t h e p r e v e n t i o n and s u p p r e s s i o n o f c h i l d 
pornography and s l a v e r y - l i k e p r a c t i c e s such as t h e t r a f f i c k i n g o f c h i l d r e n f o r 
the purpose o f p r o s t i t u t i o n . 


