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When s p e a k i n g o f t h e s a l e o f c h i l d r e n , one s h o u l d ask whether t h i s term 
o n l y a p p l i e s t o c a s e s where a c h i l d i s s o l d by one p e r s o n t o an o t h e r ( t h e 
buyer) l i k e any o t h e r c o n s u m p t i o n good, o r whether i t a l s o encompasses t h e 
f o l l o w i n g : 

- t h e t r a n s f e r o f a c h i l d f rom one p e r s o n t o another i n exchange o f a 
sum o f money o r o t h e r advantages w h i c h are n o t t h e " p r i c e " o f t h e 
c h i l d b u t n e v e r t h e l e s s c o n s t i t u t e u n j u s t i f i e d p r o f i t s ( e . g . b r i b e s ) ; 

- t h e h i r i n g o f a c h i l d by one p e r s o n t o an o t h e r f o r purposes o f s e x u a l 
e x p l o i t a t i o n or t h e e x p l o i t a t i o n o f the l a b o u r o f t h e c h i l d , when t h e 
amount o f the t r a n s a c t i o n b e a r s no p r o p o r t i o n t o the "work" t h e c h i l d 
i s e x p e c t e d t o do; 

- s i t u a t i o n s i n which a c h i l d i s r e t a i n e d u n t i l t h e p a r e n t or g u a r d i a n 
i s a b l e t o f u l f i l a f i n a n c i a l o b l i g a t i o n . 

I n t he o p i n i o n o f De f e n c e f o r C h i l d r e n - I n t e r n a t i o n a l (DCI), the c o n c e p t 
o f " s a l e o f c h i l d r e n " s h o u l d be broad enough t o en s u r e t h a t no p r a c t i c e w h i c h 
v i o l a t e s t h e r i g h t o f c h i l d r e n as human b e i n g s i n such a f l a g r a n t way escapes 
the a t t e n t i o n o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. For scane y e a r s , DCI has 
c o l l e c t e d d o c u m e n t a t i o n on s i t u a t i o n s i n wh i c h c h i l d r e n a r e s o l d or i l l i c i t l y 
t r a n s f e r r e d . The i n f o r m a t i o n r e c e i v e d t h u s f a r i n d i c a t e s t h a t t he p r a c t i c e i s 
n o t l i m i t e d t o the " t h i r d w o r l d " b u t t h a t many c o u n t r i e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d 
are c o n c e r n e d ; t h a t many d i f f e r e n t and s u b t l e t e c h n i q u e s are used t o make 
c h i l d r e n a v a i l a b l e f o r s a l e ; t h a t i n some c a s e s t h e s a l e o f c h i l d r e n appears 
t o be an o r g a n i z e d m a r k e t . 

The f o l l o w i n g e x a n p l e s c a n be t a k e n f r o m r e p o r t s r e c e i v e d by DCI over t h e 
l a s t two y e a r s : 

1. SALE OF CHILDREN TOR THE PURPOSE OF EXPLOITATION 

A r e p o r t r e c e i v e d from a L a t i n A m e r i c a n c o u n t r y i n 1987 d e s c r i b e s c a s e s 
i n w hich c h i l d r e n a r e bought from poor p a r e n t s , m o s t l y mothers. The f o l l o w i n g 
c o n s t i t u t e s a c t u a l c a s e s documented by t h i s s t u d y : 

- a s i x - y e a r o l d g i r l s o l d f o r t h e p r i c e o f 30 m i l l i o n ( l o c a l c u r r e n c y ) 
t o a f a m i l y w h i c h was l o o k i n g f o r a d o m e s t i c s e r v a n t . 

- a boy s o l d f o r t h e p r i c e o f 20 m i l l i o n ( l o c a l c u r r e n c y ) t o work as a 
sh e p h e r d because t h e p a r e n t s c o u l d n o t a f f o r d t o f e e d him; 

- c h i l d r e n and t e e n a g e r s a re g i v e n away t o eirç>loyers l i v i n g i n 
n e i g h b o u r i n g c o u n t r i e s and work t h e r e as smugglers or d o m e s t i c 
s e r v a n t s . 

I n A s i a t h e p r a c t i c e o f p u r c h a s i n g c h i l d r e n and t e e n a g e r s f r o m poor 
p e a s a n t f a m i l i e s by i n t e r m e d i a r i e s who b r i n g them t o the town where they work 
i n s m a l l f a c t o r i e s o r i n the s e x i n d u s t r y i s w e l l documented. 



E/CN.4/Sub.2/1988/NGO/8 
page 3 

2. SALE OF CHILDREN IN RELATION WITH INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION 

DCI r e c e i v e d i n 1987 a r e p o r t from A s i a from w h i c h t h e f o l l o w i n g can be 
q u o t e d ; 

"Members o f O r g a n i z e d Gangs; I t has been e s t i m a t e d t h a t t h e r e are a t 
l e a s t t h r e e main a b d u c t i o n gangs p r e s e n t l y o p e r a t i n g near t h e b o r d e r . To 
be e f f e c t i v e , t h e r e are about 8-10 members i n a w e l l - o r g a n i z e d gang, 
c o n s i s t i n g o f gang l e a d e r , a g e n t s , a b d u c t o r s and b a b y s i t t e r s w o r k i n g 
f u l l - t i m e i n t h e i r s a f e h o u s e s . 

V i c t i m s ; The most v u l n e r a b l e c h i l d r e n a r e l i s t e d as f a i r согф1ех1оп, 
good f e a t u r e s , age between 0-7 y e a r s , b o t h male and f e m a l e . 

Method and Network; When an ' o r d e r ' was p a s s e d f r o m (...) agents t o 
t h e i r (...) c o n t a c t s , the s e a r c h or 'hunt' f o r c h i l d r e n as s p e c i f i e d by 
t h e ' o r d e r ' w o u l d b e g i n . The a b d u c t o r s b e l o n g i n g t o one o f t h e gangs 
would t a k e t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r f i l l i n g t h e o r d e r . Sane known methods 
c a r r i e d o u t by the a b d u c t o r s a r e as f o l l o w s : 

(1) S n a t c h i n g - employing m o t o r c y c l e s , a u t c m o b i l e s as means o f e s c a p e . 

(2) V o l u n t e e r b a b y s i t t e r - e s t a b l i s h i n g t r u s t w i t h mother, r e l a t i v e s , 
and/or o t h e r b a b y s i t t e r s and c a r r y i n g t h e c h i l d away. 

(3) B u y i n g - m o s t l y f r o m p r o s t i t u t e s - who may n o t c a r e t o have t h e i r 
b a b i e s i n t h e i r own c a r e anyway. 

(4) A d o p t i o n - c o n v i n c i n g unwedded mothers t o g i v e away t h e i r c h i l d r e n 
f o r t h e good and f u t u r e o f t h e c h i l d r e n . Many o f them g i v e up t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n i n good f a i t h b e l i e v i n g i t t o be a s a c r i f i c e i n the i n t e r e s t s o f 
the c h i l d r e n . 

(5) Orphanage - agents posed as k i n d and h u m a n i t a r i a n p e r s o n s t o adopt 
c h i l d r e n from orphanages, b o t h government and n o n-governmental 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

A f t e r t h e c h i l d i s i n t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n , the c h i l d i s p l a c e d under t h e 
c a r e o f agents or k e p t i n one o f t h e i r t r a n s i t ' s a f e h o u s e s ' . T h i s house 
s e r v e s n o r m a l l y as an ' i l l e g a l orphanage' t o d i s p l a y t h e i r 'human c a r g o ' t o 
a gents from (...) or t h e 'go-between' based i n (...). Most o f t h e s e 'houses' 
a r e r e n t e d f o r s u c h p u r p o s e s , a t l e a s t one f u l l - t i m e b a b y s i t t e r i s e n p l o y e d t o 
l o o k aftei.- t h e c h i l d r e n i n t r a n s i t . N o r m a l l y , t h e c h i l d r e n are k e p t i n s u c h 
houses f o r o n l y a c o u p l e o f days b e f o r e b e i n g t r a n s p o r t e d or 'smuggled' i n t o 
(...) m o s t l y by b o a t ( . . . ) . " 

I n a L a t i n A m e r i c a n c o u n t r y the p r a c t i c e o f r e t a i n i n g newborn b a b i e s i n 
m a t e r n i t y wards u n t i l the mothers can g a t h e r enough money t o pay f o r the 
d e l i v e r y was r e p o r t e d . I n some i n s t a n c e s , mothers have n o t been a b l e t o g e t 
t h e i r c h i l d back as i t had a l r e a d y d i s a p p e a r e d , p r o b a b l y w i t h f o r e i g n c o u p l e s . 
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I n some L a t i n American c o u n t r i e s , f o r e i g n c o u p l e s f r a u d u l e n t l y r e g i s t e r 
newborn b a b i e s i n the c i v i l r e g i s t e r as t h e i r own c h i l d r e n , as i l l u s t r a t e d by 
the f o l l o w i n g e x c e r p t s f r o m a r e p o r t : 

"Mr. r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e c i v i l r e g i s t e r i n t h i s town has s a i d t h a t 
i n most c a s e s s a l e o f c h i l d r e n and e s p e c i a l l y o f newborn i n f a n t s i s 
r e g i s t e r e d i n ... . Couples r e g u l a r l y come t o the C i v i l R e g i s t e r o f f i c e s 
i n o r d e r t o r e g i s t e r b a b i e s ; i t i s n e v e r t h e l e s s o b v i o u s t h a t t h e 
c h i l d r e n have not been p r o c r e a t e d by t h e s e p a r e n t s , ' s i n c e t he p h y s i c a l 
d i f f e r e n c e between the p a r e n t s and the c h i l d r e n i s enormous'. 

The R e g i s t r a r says t h a t i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o i n v e s t i g a t e , a s A r t i c l e .. o f 
the C i v i l Code a b o s l u t e l y p r o h i b i t s the o f f i c i a l i n c h a r g e frcan e n q u i r i n g 
about the p a t e r n i t y o f the c h i l d . 

The same r e g u l a t i o n , they added, p e r m i t s p r i v a t e h o s p i t a l s t o p r i n t b i r t h 
c e r t i f i c a t e s and i s s u e them t o the p a r e n t s . Many h o s p i t a l s o f t h i s 
r e g i o n , they s a i d , s e l l or o f f e r b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e s which a r e 
i n d i s p e n s a b l e f o r t h e r e g i s t r a t i o n o f the b a b i e s , w h i c h c o n s i d e r a b l y 
f a c i l i t a t e s the t r a f f i c k i n g i n c h i l d r e n . " 

Other p r a c t i c e s of making c h i l d r e n a v a i l a b l e f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l a d o p t i o n 
a r e b e t t e r known, among them t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

the s e a r c h f o r pregnant t e e n a g e r s or unwedded p r e g n a n t women who a r e 
t a k e n t o homes where they g e t f r e e accommodation and h e a l t h c a r e on 
c o n d i t i o n t h a t t h e i r c h i l d w i l l be g i v e n up f o r a d o p t i o n ; 

- t h e b r i b e r y o f s o c i a l w o r k e r s , h e a l t h w o r k e r s , m i d w i v e s , c i v i l 
s e r v a n t s , and o t h e r s i n exchange f o r t h e i r h e l p i n f i n d i n g a c h i l d , o r 
the b r i b e r y of c i v i l s e r v a n t s and judges i n o r d e r t o a c c e l e r a t e t h e 
a d o p t i o n p r o c e d u r e s , e t c . 

G i v i n g an abandoned c h i l d a new home, where he/she w i l l be l o v e d and 
r e c e i v e s h e l t e r , e d u c a t i o n , food and c l o t h i n g cannot j u s t i f y t a k i n g t h e c h i l d 
away from h i s / h e r p a r e n t s - or the i n s t i t u t i o n where he/she l i v e s - a t any 
c o s t and i n d i s r e g a r d o f the l o c a l l e g a l and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

As mentioned e a r l i e r , t h e s e p r a c t i c e s a r e w o r l d w i d e . I n Europe, the 
t r a f f i c k i n g i n c h i l d r e n w i t h i n the n a t i o n a l b o r d e r s has been d i s c o v e r e d and i n 
a n o t h e r , a woman was r e c e n t l y s e n t e n c e d f o r t h e s a l e o f c h i l d r e n f r o m a 
M i d d l e E a s t c o u n t r y t o p a r e n t s w i s h i n g t o a d o p t . 

DCI i s aware t h a t the i n f o r m a t i o n i t r e g u l a r l y r e c e i v e s on t h e s a l e o f 
c h i l d r e n r e v e a l s o n l y a t i n y p a r t o f what i s p r e s e n t l y g o i n g on i n r e l a t i o n 
w i t h t h i s type o f v i o l a t i o n o f c h i l d r e n ' s r i g h t s . U n l e s s a tho r o u g h s t u d y i s 
made a t n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l s , i t w i l l n e v e r be p o s s i b l e t o g a t h e r 
r e l i a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n on the magnitude and e x t e n t o f the s a l e o f c h i l d r e n , as 
w e l l as on the methods used by t r a f f i c k e r s t o o b t a i n c h i l d r e n f o r t h e i r 
c r i m i n a l b u s i n e s s . Our o r g a n i z a t i o n i s c o n v i n c e d t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n i s one of 
the keys t o t h e f i g h t a g a i n s t t h e s e p r a c t i c e s . P e o p l e s and Governments a r e 
n o t i n a p o s i t i o n t o f i g h t and t o e r a d i c a t e such c r i m e s as l o n g as t h e y r e m a i n 
c o n c e a l e d . DCI t h e r e f o r e urges the Sub-Commission t o a p p o i n t a 
S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e q u e s t i o n o f the s a l e o f c h i l d r e n i n i t s 
m a n i f o l d a s p e c t s t a k i n g i n t o a c c o u n t the w i d e s t p o s s i b l e d e f i n i t i o n o f " s a l e " . 


