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Letter dated 23 August 1976 from the Permanent Representative of 
Israel to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 

On the instructions of my Government I have the honour to draw your attention 
to the criminal attack carried out on 11 August 1976 against passengers of an 
El Al Israel Airlines plane in the Istanbul International Airport. In this attack 
four passengers of various nationalities were killed and 21 were injured. 

This criminal attack is the latest in a long series of indiscriminate Arab 
terrorist attacks against innocent civilians - including women and children - on 
international airlines and elsewhere. 

The organization which calls itself The Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine and which is an integral part of the so-called Palestine Liberation 
Orgmization has claimed credit for this act, maintaining that not only did its 
members carry out this attack but that they were also responsible for the hijacking 
of the Air France plane from Athens to Entebbe at the end of June 1976. 

The guiding force behind these foul attacks is Libya. It bears responsibility 
together with the perpetrators for the criminal acts. 

It has been proved beyond any shadow of a doubt that the two terrorists who 
carried out the attack in Istanbul reached their objective from Libya. According 
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to the reports of the news agencies from Istanbul the terrorists said they had 
been armed and financed by the Libyan Government. It will be recalled that Libya 
served as the first refueling stop for the hijacked Air France plane en route to 
Entebbe. 

The active participation of Libya and its President, Colonel Muammar al-Qaddafi, 
in planning, supporting and co-.operating with Arab terrorist movements and with 
international terrorist movements not only against Israel but also against other 
countries in North Africa, in the Middle East and throughout the world is by now 
common knowledge. 

Indeed Colonel Qaddafi prided himself on this fact in his address to the 
conference of non-aligned countries in Colombo on 18 August 1.976. 

It is the official and systematic policy of the President of Libya to initiate 
and finance from the considerable income available from oil sales acts of 
assassination, subversion, conspiracy and sabotage in countries outside Libya. 
These acts are carried out in blatant violation of the Charter of the United Nations 
and the principles of international law. 

It is worthy of note that even President Sadat of Egypt has confirmed 
Colonel Qaddafi's involvement in and responsibility for the hijacking of the Air 
France plane to Entebbe. In an interview to the Kuwaiti newspaper As-Siyasseh, 
the President of Egypt declared that the hijacking of the French plane to Entebbe 
was arranged at a meeting which took place between Qaddafi and George Habash, the 
leader of the so-called Popular Front, and that Qaddafi "paid the money and 
smuggled the arms to Athens in Libyan diplomatic pouches, and that the Libyan 
Embassy later turned over the arms to the hijackers". (UP1 Cairo, 14 August 1976). 

The list of crimes perpetrated by Qaddafi in the six years of his rule over 
Libya is top long to be cited in full on this occasion. Suffice it to mention but 
a few examples of his collaboration with international Arab terrorist movements, 
specifically his involvement in attacks on international civilian air transport. 
All this while Libya is a signatory to The Hague Convention of 1970 and the Montreal 
Convention of 1971. 

Date 

8 September 1971 

Cases of hijacking and attacks on international airports 

Hijacking of a Jordanian Alia plane by a Libyan terrorist. 
The terrorist was arrested and released after a few days. 

29 October 1972 Hijacking of a German Lufthansa plane by two terrorists 
who demanded the release of the murderers of'the Israeli 
Olympic sportsmen in Munich. The hijackers found refuge 
in Libya where they were released. 
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Date Cases of hi.iacking and attacks on international airports 

9 April 1973 Two units of the so-called "National Youth Organization 
for the Liberation of Palestine", a Palestine terrorist 
organization sponsored, financed and trained by Libya, 
carried out two attacks in Nicosia, Cyprus. One was 
against the residence of the Israel Ambassador, and the 
second was against an El Al Israel Airlines plane in 
Nicosia Airport. 

20 July 1973 

5 August 1973 

A Boeing 747 plane of Japan Airlines en route from Paris 
to Tokyo via Amsterdam was hijacked by five terrorists 
and landed in Libya. It was blown up on 24 July 1973 
while in Libya. The terrorists were later released by 
the Libyan authorities. 

An indiscriminate massacre by terrorists in Athens 
Airport. Five passengers were killed and 55 were wounded, 
most of them passengers from a TWA plane which had arrived 
from Israel. One of the two terrorist groups that carried 
out the attack arrived from Benghazi. The terrorists, 
who had stated that they were trained in Libya, were 
released and flown to Libya in February 1974. 

5 September 1973 An attack by terrorists using missiles against an El Al 
Israel Airlines plane was foiled in Rome. Five terrorists 
were arrested and several S.A.M.7 surface to air missiles 
supplied by Libya were found in their possession. Three 
of the terrorists were released and flown to Libya on 
1 March 1974. 

17 December 1973 Terrorists belonging to the Libyan-sponsored so-cslled 
"National Youth Organization for the Liberation of 
Palestine" attacked a Pan American plane and a Lufthansa 
plane in Rome International Airport. Thirty-two 
passengers were killed. One plane was extensively damaged 
and the terrorists flew with 13 hostages to Kuwait on the 
second plane. 

3 March 1974 A British plane en route from Beirut to Amsterdam was 
hijacked by terrorists, members of a Libyan-sponsored 
terrorist organization. The terrorists blew up the plane 
after the passengers and crew were released. 
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Date Other attacks 

5 September 1972 The murderers of the Israeli athletes at the Munich Olympic 
Games used Libyan diplomatic pouches for the transfer of 
the weapons to Germany. After they had been wiped out by 
the police of the Federal Republic of Germany, they were 
accorded, on Qaddafi's instructions, a heroes' state 
funeral in Libya. 

1 March 1973 The terrorists who occupied the Saudi Arabian Embassy in 
Khartoum and murdered the American Ambassador and an 
Amelrican and a Belgian diplomat had used the Libyan 
diplomatic pouch for the transfer of their arms to 
Khartoum. After the murder, the terrorists were transferred 
to Libya. 

20 September 1973 Terrorists took hostage inimigrants from the Soviet Union 
on a train which arrived in Austria via Czechoslovakia. 
A plane was later made available to these terrorists and 
flew them to Libya. 

2 February 1974 Three terrorists took control of a Greek ship and demanded 
the release of two terrorists who had carried out the 
massacre in Athens Airport in August 1973. The terrorists 
were flown to Libya and released. 

Libya, a totalitarian dictatorship ruled by Colonel Qaddafi, whose hands are 
soaked in the blood of the innocent victims of international and Arab terror 
throughout the world, is & member of the Security Council of the United Nations. 
According to the Charter of the United Nations, the primary responsibility for 
"the maintenance of international peace and security" is that of the Security 
Council. 

The representative of this criminal rkgime will serve as President of the 
Security Council next month. What more blatant example could there be of the 
systematic cynical disregard of the Charter of the United Nations than the fact 
that the r&presentative of Libya, the paymaster and instigator of international 
terror, will preside over the Security Council during the month of September. 
Exactly four years after the massacre of the Israeli athletes at the Munich Olympiad, 
an accomplice to that crime will assume the presidency of the Security Council. 

It is the considered view of the Government of Israel that the time has been 
reached when the United Nations must take immediate and effective action in order 
to put an end to this intolerable situation. 

I have the honour to request that this letter be circulated as an official 
document of the General Assembly, under item 113 of the provisional agenda, and of 
the Security Council. 

(Signed) Chaim HERZOG 
Permanent Representative of Israel 

to the United Nations 


