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LETTER DATED 10 FEBRUARY 1976 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF
ARGENTINA TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE
SECURITY COUNCIL

I have the honour, on the instructions of my Government, to report to you
about the serious violation of the legislstion concerning Argentine maritime
jurisdiction committed by the United Kingdom vessel Shackleton in consequence of
the scientific - geophysical end geclogical - research activities undertaken by that
vessel on the Argentine continental shelf, That research was clearly directed
towards geological surveying, with a view to the exploitation of hydrocarbons, if
found.

The event is particularly sericus in view of the fact that on 1l November 1975
the United Kingdom Government was notified that it must comply with the provisions
of Avgentine legislation concerning scientific research in maritime areas under
Argentine jurisdiction.

The position of the Argentine Govermment is that stated in its press release
of 19 March 1975, which was distributed as a document of the General Assembly
(A/AC.109/482 of 28 March 1975) and is reproduced as an annex to this letter.

By virtue of the sbove, an instruction was given for the wvessel Shackleton to
ve intercepted for the purpose of inspecting the vessel. On 4 February the
Argentine naval destroyer Almirante Storni approached the Shackleton and told it to
stop its engines and to permit boarding for inspection, as is customary in these
cases. The capbain of the United Kingdom ship continued his course, disregarding
the instruction end thus endangering the lives of the crew and the safety of the
shipn. In accordance with existing rules, warning shots were fired from small arms,
but, in the knowledge that the United Kingdom vessel was carrying explosives and in
order to exercise maximum prudence, the commander of the Argentine vessel was
instructed not to use force, as would have been appropriate in the circumstances.

The reckless and provocative attitude of the British captain is clearly
indicative of the intention to conceal the activities in which the Shackleton had
been engaged.

Note has been taken of the note addressed to you on this question by the

Government of the United Kingdom (8/11972). It is striking that the United Kingdom
should be appealing to a United Nations organ when, as is known, it is refusing to
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comply with General Assembly resolutions 2065 (XX) and 3160 (XXVIII), which urge

it to continue negotiations with the Argentine Government with a view to a full
settlement of the dispute concerning sovereignty over the Malvinas Islands, a
guestion which is before the General Assembly and the Special Committee of 24. This
attitude contrasts with that of my country, which has always affirmed its resolve
te continue those negotiations.

I request you to arrange for this note to be distributed as an official

document of the Security Council.

(Signed) Carlos ORTIZ DE ROZAS
Ambassador
Permanent Representative
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Annex 1
QUESTION OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS (MALVINAS)
Letter dated 25 March 1975 from the Permanent Representative

of Argentina to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary~General

I have the honour to request you to arrange for the following press release
issued by the Argentine Government on 19 March 1975 to be issued and circulated as
an official document of the Special Committee of 2k:

"According to cabled informetion published in the press, the United
Kingdom Foyxeign Office has received a sclentific report, prepered on the
instructions of the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, concerning the possible existence of petroleum deposits
under the Argentine continental shelf near the Malvinas Islands,

Since the Malvinas Islands and the above-mentioned areas constitute
an integral part of the national territory, the Government of Argentina
wishes to state that it does not and will not recognize the right of any
foreign Government to explore for or extract minerals or hydrocarbons.
Consequently, the Argentine Government does not and will not recognize and
will deem irrevocably null and void any activity or measure undertaken, or
any agreement concluded by the United Kingdom in connexion with this
guestion, which the Argentine Government considers to be of the utmost
gravity and importence.

Furthermore, the Argentine Government will regard the carrying out of
activities of the kind referred to above to be contrary to United Nations
resolutions and consensuses on the Malvinas Islands, the clear purpose of
which is to find a peaceful sclution to the sovereignty dispute between
the two countries through bilateral negotiations.

The Argentine Government therefore reaffirms once again its inalienable
vights of sovereignty over the Malvinas Islands asnd reiterates that the
dispute with the United Kingdom can be settled only by the restoration of
the islands to the national heritage of the Argentine Republic.”

(Siened) Carlos ORTIZ DE ROZAS
Ambassador
Permanent Representative
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Annex II
Note of 4 February 1976 handed to the Chargé d'Affaires a.i.

of the Dmbassy of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Worthern Ireland

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship presents its compliments to the
Enbassy of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and hes the
honour to refer to the activities of the British ship Shackleton in maritime areas
under the jurisdiction of the Argentine Republic. The Argentine Government is
aware of the fact that the said ship has been engaged in scientific research
activities - geophysical and geological surveys - on the Argentine continental
shelf, without having complied with the prior requirements of Argentine legislation
on the matter, which is in conformity with existing intermational law.

In view of these activities an Argentine naval vessel told it to stop, with
a view to exercising the right to inspect and board. This order was disregarded by
the British vessel, which thus incurred another violation of the pertinent law.

Despite the attitude of the captain of the Shackleton, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs must stress that the Argentine naval vessel abstained from the extreme
exercise of force, in order to prevent the situation from becoming more serious and
endangering the lives of the crew of the British ship and the safety of the vessel.

The situation is all the more serious in that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Worship had already reminded the Enmbassy, in its note of 14 November 1975, that
if the planned research activities were to be conducted, the requirements of
Argentine law must be respected, which was not dcne.

In view of the foregoing, the Ministry of Foreipn Affairs and Worship lodges
the most formal and vigorous protest of the Argentine Government and demands,
without prejudice to the continued exercise of the rights on which it is relying,
that the British CGovernment take measures tc punish those responsible and to
prevent the recurrence of such acts.



