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LETTER DATED 15 JANUARY 1976 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF 
PORTUGAL TO THE UNITED 

On behalf of my Government 
East Timor by Indonesia, I have 
facts: 

NA+;ONS ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

and further to our talks regarding the invasion of 
the honour to draw your attention to the following 

The Portuguese Government has learned that on 9 January 1976, the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of Indonesia, Mr. Adam Malik, visited several places in East Timor. 
East Timor is a Non-Self-Governing Territory, which Indonesia has partially 
occupied by force. Furthermore, the General Assembly and the Security Council, 
in resolutions 3485 (XXX) and 384 (1975) respectively, have deplored the 
intervention of Indonesian armed forces in East Timor and have asked the Indonesian 
Government to withdraw all its forces from the Territory without delay. 

In the circums-taxes, the visit of Mr. Adam Malik, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of Indonesia, to East Timor constitutes not only interference on the part of the 
Indonesian Government in the internal affairs of the Territory but also a serious 
violation of United Nations resolutions. 

It is, in fact, an act the illegality of which is beyond all doubt. In the 
present case it will certainly not be easy for the Indonesian Government to claim 
that its Minister for Foreign Affairs is a "volunteer". 

This attitude of the Indonesian Government is all the more alarming in that it 
follows a series of acts which clearly indicate a complete lack of respect by tha-t 
Government for international law for the sovereignty of the people of East Timor 
with regard to their own destiny and for the above-mentioned resolutions of the 
General Assembly and the Security Council. 

Among these acts, mention must be made once again of the military offensive 
launched by Indonesia against Dili and Baucau in the final days of 1975, which was 
fully reported in the international press and regarding which I had occasion at 
that time to express to Your Excellency the indignation and concern of my 
Government. 

At a time when the mission entrusted to your special representative, on the 
initiative of the Security Council, is entering a decisive stage, the Portuguese 
Government ventures to believe that the Indonesian Government will, despite 
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everything, refrain from other acts contrary to the above-mentioned resolutions of 
the General Assembly and the Security Council and that it will, on the contrary, 
be prepared to implement those resolutions fully by withdrawing all its forces 
from the Territory without delay and by ceasing to violate the territorial 
integrity of East Timor. 

Only thus will the people of that Territory be able freely to exercise their 
right to self-determination and independence. Only thus will Portugal be able to 
discharge fully its responsibilities as administering Power. 

I would request you to arrange for the text of this letter to be circulated 
as an official document of the Security Council. 

(Signed) Jo& Manuel GALViO TELES 
Permanent Representative of Portugal 

to the United Nations 
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