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LETTXR DATED 26 JANUARY 1977 FRO!,l THE CXABGE D'AFFAIRqS, A<., 
OF THE PEEMANF.NT KWXtO>I OF RRNIN TO THE WITEI? NATIONS 

ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF TIiE SECURITY COUNCIL 

Acting on instructions Prom ,the Government of the People's RepubliC of 
Benin, I hwe the honour to reqce, -t that pu kindly convene a meeting of the 
United Mations Security CouncLl fc-r t5e pu:~os~e of discussing the cowardly and 
barbarous aggression cormitted by tkic irLpfxXLists and their mercenaries against 
the Teople's Republic of Benin. 

On Sunday, 16 Janua,ry i()77, a ccmmsnd.o unit of mercenaries, browht by a 
military aircraft, attacked the airport and t<xm of Cotonou. 

The prompt retaliation of the P~ph~s Amed Forces forced them to retreat, 
leaving behind a considerable amount of weapons and ammuni-Lion. 

Some lives were lost and some material damage caused. 

This aggression by the imperialists, who were aided and abetted in numerous 
ways> has created a dangerous situation for international peace and security. 

I should therefore be very grateful. if you would arrange for the Security 
Council, in accordance with Article 35 of the Charter, to Iwet to consider the 
question as soon as possible. 

(Signed) Patrice HOUNGAVOU 
Char& d'hffaires, a.i. - 
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