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GENERAL AND COMPLETE DISARMAMENT

Algeria, Angola, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Cuba, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Ghana, India, Indonesia,
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Kenya, Malaysia, Marshall
Islands, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines,
Samoa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Thailand, United Republic of Tanzania,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe: draft resolution

Nuclear disarmament

The General Assembly ,

Recalling its resolution 49/75 E of 15 December 1994 on a step-by-step
reduction of the nuclear threat, and its resolution 50/70 P of 12 December 1995
on nuclear disarmament,

Reaffirming the commitment of the international community to the goal of
the total elimination of nuclear weapons and the creation of a nuclear-weapon-
free world,

Determined to achieve the objective of prohibiting the development,
production, stockpiling and use of nuclear weapons and their destruction, and to
conclude such an international convention or conventions at an early date,

Bearing in mind paragraph 50 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special
Session of the General Assembly, 1 / the first special session devoted to

1/ Resolution S-10/2.
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disarmament, calling for the urgent negotiation of agreements for the cessation
of the qualitative improvement and development of nuclear weapon systems, and
for a comprehensive and phased programme with agreed time frames, wherever
feasible, for progressive and balanced reduction of nuclear weapons and their
means of delivery, leading to their ultimate and complete elimination at the
earliest possible time,

Taking note of the adoption of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty by
the General Assembly in its resolution 50/245 on 10 September 1996,

Recognizing that the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty and any proposed
treaty on fissile material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive
devices must constitute disarmament measures, and not only non-proliferation
measures, and that these measures, together with an international legal
instrument on adequate security assurances for non-nuclear-weapon States and an
international convention prohibiting the use of nuclear weapons must be integral
steps leading to the total elimination of nuclear weapons within a time-bound
framework,

Recognizing also that the end of the cold war has brought about favourable
conditions for creating a world free of nuclear weapons,

Welcoming the entry into force of the Treaty on the Reduction and
Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms 2 / to which Belarus, Kazakstan, the
Russian Federation, Ukraine and the United States of America are States parties,

Welcoming also the conclusion of the Treaty on Further Reduction and
Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms 3 / by the Russian Federation and the
United States of America, and, the ratification of the Treaty by the United
States of America, and looking forward to the full implementation of START I and
START II Treaties by the States parties, and to further concrete steps for
nuclear disarmament by all nuclear-weapon States,

Noting with appreciation the unilateral measures by the nuclear-weapon
States for nuclear arms limitation, and encouraging them to undertake further
such measures,

Recognizing the complementarity of bilateral and multilateral negotiations
on nuclear disarmament, and that bilateral negotiations can never replace
multilateral negotiations in this respect,

Noting the support expressed in the Conference on Disarmament and in the
General Assembly for the elaboration of an international convention to assure
non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,

2/ The United Nations Disarmament Yearbook , vol. 16: 1991 (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.92.IX.1), appendix II.

3/ Ibid., vol. 18: 1993 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.94.IX.1), appendix II.
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and the multilateral efforts in the Conference on Disarmament to reach agreement
on such an international convention at an early date,

Taking note of the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice
dated 8 July 1966 on the legality of the threat or use of nuclear weapons, and
welcoming the unanimous reaffirmation by all Judges of the Court that there
exists an obligation for all States to pursue in good faith and bring to a
conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under
strict and effective international control,

Taking note also of paragraph 84 and other relevant recommendations in the
Final Document of the Eleventh Conference of Heads of State or Government of the
Non-Aligned Countries, held at Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, from 18 to
20 October 1995, 4 / calling upon the Conference on Disarmament to establish,
on a priority basis, an ad hoc committee to commence negotiations early in 1996
on a phased programme of nuclear disarmament and for the eventual elimination of
nuclear weapons within a time-bound framework, and paragraph 26 of the
Communiqué of the Meeting of Ministers for Foreign Affairs and Heads of
Delegations of the Non-Aligned Countries, held at New York on 25 September 1996,

Expressing its regret that the Conference on Disarmament has not been able
as yet to establish an ad hoc committee on nuclear disarmament, as called for in
its resolution 50/70 P,

Taking note of the proposal of twenty-eight delegations to the Conference
on Disarmament that are Members of the Group of 21 for a programme of action for
the elimination of nuclear weapons, 5 / and expressing its conviction that this
proposal will be an important input and will contribute to negotiations on this
question in the Conference on Disarmament,

1. Recognizes that, in view of the end of the cold war and recent
political developments, time is now opportune for all nuclear-weapon States to
undertake effective disarmament measures with a view to the total elimination of
these weapons within a time-bound framework;

2. Recognizes also that there is a genuine need to de-emphasize the role
of nuclear weapons, and to review and revise nuclear doctrines accordingly;

3. Urges the nuclear-weapon States to stop immediately the qualitative
improvement, development, production and stockpiling of nuclear warheads and
their delivery systems;

4. Calls upon the nuclear-weapon States to undertake step-by-step
reduction of the nuclear threat and a phased programme of progressive and
balanced deep reductions of nuclear weapons, and to carry out effective nuclear
disarmament measures with a view to the total elimination of these weapons
within a time-bound framework;

4/ A/50/752-S/1995/1035, annex III.

5/ See document A/C.1/51/12 of 24 October 1996.
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5. Calls upon the Conference on Disarmament to establish, on a priority
basis, an ad hoc committee on nuclear disarmament to commence negotiations early
in 1997 on a phased programme of nuclear disarmament and for the eventual
elimination of nuclear weapons within a time-bound framework through a Nuclear
Weapons Convention;

6. Urges the Conference on Disarmament to take into account in this
regard the proposal of the twenty-eight delegations for a programme of action
for the elimination of nuclear weapons;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at
its fifty-second session a report on the implementation of the present
resolution;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-second
session the item entitled "Nuclear disarmament".
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