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Not e by the Secretary-Genera

1. The present note is submtted in response to General Assenbly resolution
50/ 122 of 20 Decenber 1995, in which the Assenbly took note of the report of the
Secretary- General on renewal of the dial ogue on strengthening internationa
econom ¢ cooperation for devel opment through partnership (A 50/480), and
reaffirmed that such a dial ogue should be conducted in response to the

i nperatives of nutual interests and benefits, genuine interdependence, shared
responsibility and the partnership for achieving sustai ned economc growth and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent as well as inproving the international economc
environnent that is conducive to such devel opnent.

2. By the same resolution, the Assenbly recogni zed that the di scussions on an
agenda for devel opment and its outcone ai med at strengthening constructive

di al ogue with a view to enhancing and revitalizing international cooperation for
devel opnent through increased partnership anbng and between countri es.

3. Accordingly, the General Assenbly agreed to hold a high-1evel dialogue for
a period of two days at the fifty-first session on the theme of the social and
econom c inpact of globalization and interdependence and their policy
implications. The date, nobdalities and focus of the discussions were to be
decided in the context of the outcone of the work of the Ad Hoc Open-ended
Wirki ng Group on an Agenda for Devel opnent and the decision taken on the
adoption of the agenda. The Secretary-CGeneral was requested, in close
cooperation with Governnents, rel evant organi zati ons and ot her devel opnent
actors, to nake initial preparations for such a dial ogue.
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4. The agenda for devel opnent is yet to be finalized. The CGeneral Assenbly
has deci ded that the Ad Hoc Open-ended Worki ng Group should continue its work at
the fifty-first session of the Assenbly.

5. Therefore, the decision on the date, nodalities and focus of the
di scussions of the two-day high-level policy dialogue will need to be deferred
pendi ng the conpletion of the agenda for devel opnent. |Insofar as the Assenbly

has indicated that the Wrking Goup should aimat concluding its work as soon
as possible, the agenda may be expected to be conpleted during the fifty-first
session. This will, however, not |eave sufficient time to prepare and hold the
two-day high-level dialogue during the fifty-first session

6. In keeping with the proposals nmade in 1995 by the Secretary-CGeneral, the
preparations for the discussions should not only involve the United Nations and
t he concerned organi zati ons of the system but should also actively engage ot her
actors in devel opment, as well as the acadenmic and scientific community. It was
foreseen that the process of dialogue would involve neetings organi zed under the
auspi ces of other regional and interregional organizations, the convening of
forums by the non-governnmental organizations conmunity, the organization of
hearings, neetings of parlianentarians, and the comm ssioning of studies and
expert groups by universities and other academ c and public purpose

organi zations. The high-1evel dialogue should thus be the cul mnation of a
series of preparatory processes, and its outcone should provide for appropriate
followup by the United Nations, its related institutions and other rel evant
regional and interregional organizations, as well as other devel opment actors.
The Secretary-General enphasized that the thene of the dial ogue should be

sel ected preferably at |east a year or nore in advance to allow for adequate
preparations (A 50/480, para. 44).

7. In view of the above, it is recommended that the high-Ievel dialogue be
deferred until the latter part of the fifty-second session

8. In resolution 50/122, the General Assenbly also requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to submt further recommendations for enhancing the dial ogue.
Again, the Assenbly foresaw that these reconmendati ons shoul d be identified
taking into consideration, inter alia, the outcome of the work on an agenda for
devel opnent. The Secretary-General will be in a position to present his
recomendati ons at the earliest possible date follow ng the adoption of the
agenda for devel opnent.



