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Lebanon indicated that, on 6 June 1996, Act No. 513 amending certain
provisions of the Penal Code was promulgated. The Act specifies various
offences of a terrorist nature that are noted in the aforesaid conventions and
also stipulates heavier penalties for the perpetrators of such offences.

Lebanon’s position on this matter is represented by two constants:

1. Terrorism is a dangerous scourge which constitutes a major threat to
democratic societies. It should therefore be suppressed in the same way as
organized crime. Lebanon is against terrorism in its various guises and forms.

2. The concept of terrorism, however, should be properly defined, as a
distinction must be made between acts of pure terrorism and acts of killing
aimed at liberating territory and resisting armies of occupation. A distinction
must also be made between violence practised against civilians for political,
racist or religious reasons and acts of war practised against enemy armed forces
which are occupying national territory, the latter acts being a legitimate right
of peoples for the restitution of freedom, sovereignty and independence.

On the basis of those two fixed principles, Lebanon welcomes the call for
an international conference to define a unified concept of terrorism. It also
emphasizes its right to resist the Israeli occupation in southern Lebanon and
the western Bekaa and recalls the terrorist massacres of civilians perpetrated
by the Israeli army there, most recently the Qana massacre. It renews its
support for all measures aimed at combating terrorism, implementing the existing
international conventions in that connection and strengthening international
cooperation in that field. Lebanon further emphasizes the need to address the
causes of terrorism and not only condemn the results and impose punishments.
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