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The nmeeting was called to order at 10.25 a. m

OPERATI ONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS FOR | NTERNATI ONAL DEVELOPMENT
COORDI NATI ON:

(a) COCRDI NATI ON OF ACTIVITIES ON A SYSTEMWDE BASIS: STRENGTHENI NG
COLLABORATI ON BETVEEN THE UNI TED NATI ONS DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM AND THE
BRETTON WOODS | NSTI TUTI ONS | N THE AREAS OF SOCI AL AND ECONOM C
DEVELOPMENT AT ALL LEVELS, | NCLUDI NG THE FI ELD LEVEL (continued)

(E/ 1996/ 72 and Corr.1)

M. BUTLER (Australia) said that any discussion of strengthening

col | aborati on between the United Nations devel opnment system and the Bretton
Whods institutions would be inconplete wthout consideration of the references
to social and econom c progress contained in the Preanble to the Charter of the
United Nations and in resolution 50/5 (1995), and of the need to reconcile the
devel opnent m ssion of the United Nations with the i ndependence of the Bretton
Wyods institutions. Focusing on the principle of sustainable human-centred
devel opnent, inspired by the energi ng consensus at the nmajor United Nations
conferences, those two sets of institutions had achi eved progress in response to
t he new devel opment agenda. Mich renmined to be done, however, particularly to
alleviate the negative effects of structural adjustnent.

The Australian del egation was broadly satisfied that the Bretton Wods
institutions were becomng nore actively involved in policies ained at
all eviating poverty, responding to the particular problens of Africa and
mtigating the negative effects of structural adjustnent. MNoreover, their
unparal | el ed cooperation on the United Nations Joint and Co-sponsored Programe
on H V/ Al DS provided a possible blueprint for future cooperation

At the sane time, the United Nations and Bretton Wods institutions needed
to do nore in the field, working hand in hand at the country level to respond to
t he devel opment chal | enges and opportunities created by the decol onization
process, a task to which the discussions at the Council itself should seek to

contri bute.

M. POERNOMD (I ndonesia) said that the scope of devel opnent assi stance

shoul d be broadened to hel p devel opi ng countries at risk of permanent
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mar gi nal i zation. To that end, there was a vital need for strengthened
cooperation and broad harnoni zation of priorities between the United Nations and
Bretton Wods institutions. The proposed one-day policy dial ogue on inportant
devel opnent issues to be held during the General Assenbly would be a practica
step in that direction.

Al t hough such cooperation was inportant, the United Nati ons shoul d be
careful, however, not to add to the conditionalities often associated with the
devel opnent assi stance given by the Bretton Wods institutions. Experience had
shown that using financial assistance as a neans of effecting policy change was
often detrinental to growth and devel opnent.

In order to maxim ze the benefits of devel opment cooperation and provide a
nore structured arrangenent than at present, the General Assenbly and the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council should fornul ate guidelines for cooperation with the
Bretton Wods institutions, providing a clearer focus and direction to their
work on policy and in the field. |In addition, better use should be made of the
resi dent coordi nator systemas a way of instituting sustained dial ogue and
avoi di ng unnecessary duplication of effort. Wrking in harmony with nationa
pl ans and strategies, those institutions should devel op a nore bal anced approach
to achi evi ng sustai nabl e devel opnent, focusing on "self-propelling growth
schenes".

M. ROHNER (Cbserver for Switzerland), endorsing the views expressed
by the delegation of Italy on behalf of the European Union and by the del egation
of Australia, said that the United Nations and Bretton Wods institutions were
faced with the task of inproving cooperation in order to make better use of
di m ni shi ng devel opnent assi stance resources. |In that regard, considerable
progress had al ready been nade, with closer |inks being devel oped between the
United Nations Devel opnment Programme (UNDP) and the Bretton Wods institutions,
and greater intellectual convergence on policy-naking and in the followup to
Uni ted Nations conferences.

However, much renmained to be done. Wile nutual participation at round
tabl es and in consultative bodies had i nproved, Switzerland did not support
proposal s for broadeni ng attendance at regular neetings. |t favoured instead
the hol ding of special, thematic neetings to which specialized agenci es woul d be

invited. There was also a need for nore systematic cooperation in the field,
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with the partners working together to el aborate country strategy notes and
programes, as well as devel opnent assistance pl ans.

In inplenmenting the programme approach, there should be nore co-financing
and paral lel financing by the partners, naking better use of their conparative
advantage. In that context, the evolving relationship between UNDP and the
Wirl d Bank might be a nmodel for future forms of cooperation

Both sets of institutions should inprove professional training for their
personnel working in specialized sectors, particularly at the regional and | oca
levels. To that end, they shoul d organi ze personnel secondrments on a nore
frequent basis. The Secretariat mght also consider conducting a nunber of
cooperation case-studies, partly funded by the Sw ss del egation, as a conpl enent
to the efforts of interdepartmental working groups on ways of inproving
cooperation with the Bretton Wods institutions.

In the long run, however, such efforts could only succeed if the United
Nations had sufficient resources to play its part in international cooperation
for devel opnent.

M. MONTOYA (Col onbia) said that the issue of institutiona
cooperati on had becone nore urgent as globalization of markets threatened to
underm ne intergovernnental collaboration. The United Nations and the Bretton
Whods institutions should seek to enhance their relations through a
conpr ehensi ve, transparent and constructive approach to devel opment cooperation
In order to achieve the goal of greater coordination, the Bretton Waods
institutions should review their policies and change their phil osophy, taking
into account not only econonic factors.

Unl ess the Bretton Wods institutions contributed effectively to solving
such probl ens as external debt, the negative effects of structural adjustnent
and the decline in resources for devel opnent, it would be difficult to achieve
real interinstitutional collaboration. Mreover, wthout resources or a clear
commtnment in solving the financial crisis in the United Nations, the discussion
of coordination and col | aboration would be little nore than an intellectua
exer ci se.

The Secretariat had nade some commendabl e recommendations but it was not
cl ear whether the United Nations should assist in mtigating the effects of
structural adjustnment programmes, since it was the Bretton Wods institutions

whi ch had insisted on the devel oping countries' adopting such programes. The
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reconmendati on that the concessional assistance nechani sns such as the
I nternati onal Devel opnent Associ ation should be reviewed was al so a cause of
serious concern. Humanitarian assistance should not be increased at the expense
of resources for devel opment. Mreover the recommendati on was i nappropriate
since it had nothing to do with interinstitutional collaboration

M. YUAN Shaofu (China) said that his del egation believed that

strengt heni ng col | aborati on between the United Nations systemand the Bretton
Whods institutions was only a nmeans to the end of being able to respond in a
timely, flexible and positive way to the changi ng devel opnent needs and
priorities of recipient countries. Such collaboration should be |linked to the
ongoing refornms of the United Nations systemin the econonm c and social fields.

In order to derive maxi mum benefit from assistance it was necessary first to

strengthen the policy dialogue at the headquarters level. At the country |evel
all institutions nust fully respect the w shes and preferences of the recipient
Governnent. |n practice, coordination between the various organi zations and

agencies of the United Nations system had not al ways been snooth and successful

The type of assistance provided by the United Nations system and the
Bretton Wods institutions differed in character, criteria and approach. There
was under st andabl e concern that col |l aboration would cause the operationa
activities for devel opnment of the United Nations systemto be constrained by the
restrictive loan policies of the Bretton Wods institutions, thereby addi ng new
conditionalities; United Nations technical assistance nust maintain its
neutrality and grant nature.

M. KAMANDO (United Republic of Tanzania) said that his del egation was
pl eased at the emergi ng consensus on the need to intensify cooperation between
the United Nations and the Bretton Wods institutions. |In order to have
effective programme delivery at the country level, it was necessary also to
col l aborate in the formulation of policy. Hi s delegation would like to see
intensified collaboration in harnonizing the process of preparing country policy
framewor k papers, country strategy notes and the recently introduced country
cooperation franework paper, but that process should not lead to the
i ntroduction of added conditionalities.

Tanzani a had been pl eased to hear fromthe representative of the Wrld Bank

that structural adjustnent was dead. Hs Governnment was of the view that the
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Bretton Wods institutions should adopt a nore flexible and realistic approach,
i n which reform nmeasures woul d be based on devel opnent strategi es prepared by
the recipient country in accordance with its own priorities. It welconmed the
Special Initiative on Africa, and would Iike the Secretariat to explain how the
Special Initiative and the United Nati ons New Agenda for the Devel opnent of
Africa in the 1990s woul d be nade operati onal

M. GOUMENNY (Cbserver for Wkraine) said that strengthened cooperation

between the United Nations and the Bretton Wods institutions was one of the
mai n conditions for the establishment of a reliable financial basis from which
to assist devel oping countries and countries with economes in transition in
overcom ng their economc instability, allow ng significant future savings of
financial resources. |Increased resources provided by international devel opnent
organi zati ons woul d al so all ow the strengtheni ng of nmarket economes, leading to
greater international security.

At the national |evel, nore coordination was needed to assist countries
with economies in transition to devel op market strategies that would mesh with
other international efforts. H s del egati on commended the reorgani zati on of the
Worl d Bank/ UNDP task force, which was to play a greater role in harnonizing
policy. Linking the preparatory processes of the policy framework paper and
country strategy notes would be very useful, as would the nmenoranda of
under st andi ng and cooperation agreenents between agenci es.

Ms. SIRAL (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural
Organi zation (UNESCO)) said that recent trends in devel opnent cooperation
suggested that the sharp division of responsibilities between the United Nations
system and the Bretton Wods institutions was becoming blurred. The devel opnent
banks were reorienting a sizeable part of their investnment towards the socia
sector and the private sector was now providi ng considerable contributions to
infrastructure. Since a multilateral institution's policies were determ ned by
the States menbers and since prine responsibility for coordination of
devel opnent aid in a country lay with the recipient State, real coordination
woul d not be possible without the political will and support of States.

Even though World Bank | oans were required to nake a profit and the United
Nati ons system provi ded assi stance on a subsidy basis, closer |inks between the
two woul d be hel pful for many reasons. Coordi nation nust be based on a concept

of conplenentarity between the two major nultilateral actors, which m ght change

l...
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formover the course of the programm ng process. At the beginning of the
process, the United Nations system m ght be better placed than an investnent
body to hel p Menber States to shape their sectoral policies and anal yse their
needs. Later on the Bretton Wods institutions mght have a major role to play
i n designing investnent programes.

The triennial review of operational activities had shown that collaboration
at the national |evel was, at best, partial, and often only sporadic. On the
ot her hand, at the international |evel, collaboration was becom ng nore
systematic. Some practical ways of ensuring closer collaboration between the
United Nations systemand the Bretton Wods institutions would include
formalizing their cooperation on certain points, making effective use of the
central role and systemw de expertise of the resident coordinator and aimng at
greater conplenentarity and consistency between the country strategy note and
nmaj or econom ¢ policy docunents.

Ms. RODRI GUEZ ((Observer for Cuba) said that her country was prepared
to support any initiative to resolve or alleviate the problens of devel oping
countries. Progress had been nmade in cooperation anong the institutions of the
United Nations system and the Wbrld Bank's expertise in environmental issues
was well known. Neverthel ess, Cuba believed that structural adjustnent
programes had had a significant negative inpact on the majority of devel opi ng
countries, particularly in the social sector.

The Bretton Wods institutions had a specific nandate, a linmted
nenber shi p, a weighted voting system and provided | oans, in contrast with the
open and uni versal nenbership of the United Nations, the equality and equity of
its system of voting and governance, and the grant nature of its aid.

Theref ore, her del egation was of the view that the nain purpose of cooperation
bet ween the Bretton Wods institutions and the United Nations system should be
to increase avail abl e resources on a predictable, sustained and secure basis.
The neutral, multilateral, universal and voluntary nature of United Nations
activities nust be preserved, especially as they related to devel opnent. The
operational activities of the United Nations systemcould not be based on the
conditionalities practised by the international financial institutions.
Furthernore, the role of the General Assenbly as the main forumfor political

econom ¢ and financial decision-making should not be weakened.
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At the field level, collaboration was based on the use of the country
strategy note nechanism It should be stressed that the preparati on of such an
i nstrument was vol untary, and the decision should be for the Governnent alone to
nmake. Use of the country strategy note to strengthen collaboration could give
rise to discrimnation against those countries which had deci ded not to prepare
such a note. Cooperation at the field | evel nmust be based on nationa
priorities established by the Governnents thensel ves.

M. AGJLAR (Observer for the United Nations Industrial Devel opnent
Organi zation) said that as part of its reform progranme, the United Nations
I ndustrial Devel opment Organization (UNIDO had | aunched a special initiative to
broaden its cooperation with other organizations in the United Nations system
and the Bretton Wods institutions. UN DO had reached agreenent with the Wrld
Trade Organization (WO to support an efficient international trading systemin
the manufacturing field, and had signed nenorandunms of understanding with other
agencies to increase cooperation in the fields of science, technol ogy,
i nvestment pronotion and enterprise devel opnent.

UNI DO and the World Bank had agreed to focus their cooperation on
privatization and industrial enterprise restructuring, quality and standards in
i ndustry, conpetitiveness and productivity of small and medi umsized
enterprises, and design and inplenmentation of buil d-operate-transfer schenes in
devel opi ng countri es.

At the operational |evel, UNI DO had inplenented the technical cooperation
conponents of projects funded by bank | oans and credits. A total of 17 such
projects with a total value of $16 million had currently been approved. They
covered a wide range of issues including sustainable industrial devel opnent
strategi es, human resource devel opnent, privatization, industrial rehabilitation
and mai ntenance and institutional capacity-building.

UNI DO and the International Finance Corporation were also planning joint
activities to pronote private investnent in developing countries, and the Wrld
Bank's Econom ¢ Devel opnent Institute had collaborated with UNIDO i n providing
training to potential nanagers fromcountries with transitional econom es.

UNI DO and the World Bank had al so cooperated closely in the inplenentati on and
integrated followup to major United Nations conferences. Wthin the United

Nations system UN DO renained the prinmary source of industrial statistics.
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M. AMORIM (Brazil), speaking on behalf of the nenber countries of the
Sout hern Cone Common Mar ket (MERCOSUR), said that cooperation between the United
Nations and the Bretton Wods institutions at the field | evel could not be
i nproved wi thout greater cooperation at the intergovernnental and secretariat
levels. While the civil war in the devel opnment fanmily over structura
adj ustment was officially over, discrepancies still renmained between the policy
framewor k provided by the United Nations on issues related to econonmic growth
soci al devel opnent and environnental protection, and the strategies followed by
the Bretton Wods institutions.

The pronotion of greater cooperation between the two groups required a
conpr ehensi ve approach that enconpassed not only new initiatives and neasures at
the operational |evel but also closer collaboration at the conceptual |evel
Pragmati sm coul d not survive w thout sonme degree of intellectual convergence.

He therefore regretted the current gap between the willingness to pronote
cooperation at the field level and the reservations that still prevented nore
substanti al debates between the United Nations and the Bretton Wods
institutions on central econom c issues. He also regretted the failure of the
Wirld Bank and the International Mnetary Fund to give concrete responses during
the current session to the questions raised by the Council concerning

strengt hened cooperation between the two groups at the nmacroeconom c | evel

Turning to the note by the Secretariat on operational activities of the
United Nations for international devel opnent coordination (E/ 1996/72), he said
that the countries of MERCOSUR were particularly concerned about the reference
to linking the preparatory processes of the policy framework paper and country
strategy note. It would be useful to know what the inplications of that |inkage
were in ternms of the decision-making capacity of recipient countries with
respect to their own programes.

Wth regard to the common understanding of the 20/20 initiative, it would
be interesting to know how the institutions in question envisaged their
respective roles in the inplementation of that initiative. He supported the
suggesti ons made in paragraph 12 of the note by the Secretariat to avoid
situations in which the Bretton Wods institutions initiated and inpl enented
projects falling within the conpetence of other agencies w thout adequate

consul tations or the engagenent of their regional and national offices.
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The countries of MERCOSUR woul d wel cone clarification of the proposal to
establ i sh mechani sns in support of regional offices of smaller agencies and of
how such mechani snms coul d strengthen regional integration processes. Concerning
joint nmeetings between the Council and other bodies, it would be interesting to
know why only the Bank/Fund Devel opment Conmittee had been nmentioned in the note
of the Secretariat. Finally, given the grow ng inportance of regiona
i ntegration processes in the developing world and in the international econony
as a whol e, the note should have nmade nore direct reference to cooperation at
the regi onal |evel.

M. GALVEZ (Chile) said that the two major objectives of econom c and
soci al devel opnent were to eradicate poverty and inprove the quality of life of
peopl e everywhere. The attai nment of those objectives required closer
col | aborati on between the United Nations devel opnment agencies and the Bretton
Whods institutions as well as a dial ogue between CGovernnents and ot her
devel opnent actors on the inportance of good governance at both the national and
international levels. The notion of good governance in the service of people-
centred economnm c and soci al devel opnent needed to be further el aborated at the
conceptual level as part of the enmerging intellectual convergence on what
constituted sound devel opnent poli cies.

G ven the existing consensus that econonic and soci al devel opnment shoul d be
peopl e-centred, it was now for the international comunity to devel op a
framewor k for good governance at the national and international |evels ainmed at
achieving that objective. Towards that end, the Inter-Agency Task Force on the
enabl i ng environment for social and econom c devel opnent shoul d focus on good
governance in the sense of the inmportance of the rule of law including an
i ndependent judiciary, to the achi evenent of econom c and social devel oprent;
good governance, in the sense of the effectiveness of the State machinery; and
good governance in terms of broad comunity participation in public life.

M. KRLIU (Qoserver for the forner Yugoslav Republic of Macedoni a)
said that the ultimate objective of closer cooperation between the United
Nati ons system and the Bretton Wods institutions was not to conprom se the
|atter's independence but to enhance the ability of States to influence their
work in a positive way. It was inmportant for both the United Nations
devel opnent agencies and the Bretton Wods institutions to become nore actively

i nvolved in the region of the Bal kans. Cooperation between the two groups could

/...
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hel p to speed up econom c devel opnent and hasten the Europeani zation of the
region. In that connection, General Assenbly resolution 50/80 B provided a good
basis for the activities of United Nati ons agencies in the region

Ms. ARYSTANBEKOVA ((nserver for Kazakstan) said that internationa

devel opnent cooperation coul d become nore productive through cl oser

col | aborati on between the United Nations devel opnment system and the Bretton
Whods institutions based on the comonality of interests and better support for
nati onal devel opment efforts. Such collaboration currently enconpassed a broad
range of activities in the areas of economic reform social devel opnment and the
envi ronnent, anong others. Her del egation wel coned the suggestions contained in
the note by the Secretariat (E/ 1996/72) for the further strengthening of that
col l aboration at all levels, including the field |evel.

Kazakstan wi shed to acknow edge the major role played by UNDP in
strengt heni ng coordination within the United Nati ons systemand in assisting
new y i ndependent States in formulating devel opnent strategi es and strengthening
nmanagenent capacities. Together with the Wrld Bank and the United Nations
Envi ronnment Progranme (UNEP), UNDP had provi ded substantial support for the
preparation of the Aral Sea Action Plan, which was designed to reverse 40 years
of water resource m smanagenent and environnental destruction in the countries
of the Aral Sea basin.

COORDI NATI ON OF THE POLI Cl ES AND ACTI VI TIES OF THE SPECI ALl ZED AGENCI ES AND
OTHER BODI ES OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS SYSTEM RELATED TO THE FOLLOW NG THEMES
(E/ 1996/ 4 and Corr.1, E/1996/18 and Add. 1)

(a) COORDI NATI ON OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS SYSTEM ACTI VI TI ES FOR POVERTY
ERADI CATI ON (E/ 1996/ 61)

M. DESAlI (Under-Secretary-Ceneral for Policy Coordination and
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent), introducing the report of the Secretary-General on
coordi nation of United Nations systemactivities for poverty eradication
(E/1996/61), said that it was inportant for the Council at its current session
to provide a sense of direction to the work of the United Nations systemin the
field of poverty eradication.

The report focused on three principal areas: coordinated United Nations
support for and availability of resources for poverty eradication activities at
the field I evel, mainstream ng the gender perspective in United Nations
activities for poverty eradication, and a harnoni zed and integrated approach to

i ntergovernnental consideration of poverty eradication. United Nations
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activities in support of poverty eradication at the field |l evel nmust be carried
out within the framework of the strategies which national CGovernnments had
conmitted thenselves to formulate at the 1995 World Summit for Soci al

Devel opnent. Country-1level coordination of those activities was in fact the
primary responsibility of the Governnent in all recipient countries. However,
the resident coordinator system played an inportant role as a coordination
nechanismas well, as it enhanced harnoni zati on and cooperation within the
United Nations systemat the country level and pronoted the integration of
United Nations system support w th national devel opnment orientations.

Wth regard to the mainstream ng of the gender perspective in United
Nations activities for poverty eradication, the nessage fromthe Fourth Wrld
Conference on Wnen was that, given the increasing fem nization of poverty and
unenpl oynent, gender equality concerns should be reflected in the work of all
United Nations bodi es concerned with poverty eradication

O crucial inmportance was the need for a harnoni zed and integrated approach
to intergovernnental consideration of poverty eradication. Because poverty
eradi cation was high on the priorities of Menber States, the issue was
considered in many different foruns and often in a repetitive and unfocused way.
It was essential to avoid such fragnentation of the discussion and to provide
focused and coherent policy direction through the intergovernnmental process.

The policy franework chart on page 36 of the report showed how t he nmandat es of
the various bodies involved in poverty eradication could be organized in a way
that ensured the unity of policy directions and approaches through the Genera
Assenbly and the Council. |Indeed, inproved coordination at the field and
inter-secretariat levels could help to ensure that poverty eradi cati on becane

t he organizing principle around which United Nations devel opnent activities were
carried out.

M. HENZE (Germany), Vice-President, took the Chair.

M. ACUNA (Costa Rica), speaking on behalf of the Goup of 77 and

China, said that the G oup agreed with the Secretary-Ceneral's view that the

eradi cati on of poverty was a major challenge for the United Nations. Gven the
variety of mandates and activities of bodies within the United Nations system
har nmoni zati on and coordinati on were crucial. Poverty was no |onger a country-
specific problem and the Secretary-General's report correctly stated that the

United Nations system should be an advocate for the poor. However, the
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Organi zati on was answerabl e to Menber States and should respond to the mandat es
whi ch enmerged fromthe system In that regard, he rem nded the Council that the
i nternational community had committed itself to the eradication of poverty

t hrough deci sive action at both national and international |evel.

At the sane time declining resource commtnents to nmultilateral devel opnment
institutions had made it very difficult for those institutions to respond
adequately to the massive chall enge which they faced. Those cuts threatened to
under m ne the poverty-eradicati on objectives agreed at nmajor internationa
conferences. New and additional resources therefore had to be nobilized. In
that connection, his del egati on hoped that the phrase "total allocations for
nmul tilateral institutions" in Recormendation 2 of the Secretary-General's report
(E/ 1996/ 61) should read "total allocations fromnultilateral institutions".

The Group had been surprised to find that the spirit, context and | anguage
of the Copenhagen Programmre of Action had not been included in the Secretary-
General's report. The Programme of Action clearly stated that work carried out
by devel oping countries with respect to devel opment indicators shoul d be
specifically taken into account, and that the national capacities of devel oping
countries shoul d be strengthened through technical assistance.

Hi s del egation also wi shed to point out that participation by
representatives of the Wrld Bank and the International Mnetary Fund in the
resi dent coordi nator system had been uneven and varied fromcountry to country.
Country strategy notes should al ways be coordinated with the relevant country's
overall plans and programres. Because country strategy notes were al ways
voluntary and Governnment-driven, other ways of ensuring coordi nated response
fromthe United Nations systemshould al so be explored. Strengthened
cooperati on between the United Nations devel opnment system and the Bretton Wods
institutions should not lead to new conditionalities or turn operationa
activities into the sane restrictive policies normally associated with programre
| endi ng.

I nternational cooperation on eradication of poverty should take place not
only at the country level but at all levels. At the policy level, the system
shoul d be capabl e of providi ng coherent advice on econonic and social policy.

Al t hough the nmarket econony was generally believed to be the nost efficient
way of ensuring econom ¢ progress, such a consensus should not inply the end of

devel opnent strategies. Wol esal e conversion to nmarket econom cs woul d not
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automatically produce solutions to the serious problens currently afflicting the
i nternational and national economes. |In that regard his del egation wi shed to
hi ghli ght the inportance of the role of the International Labour Organization in
coordinating efforts with the United Nations systemto pronote progranmes for
generating productive enploynment. The Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent should
mai ntain a broad approach in dealing with the issue of poverty eradication
while the contribution of the functional comm ssions should be confined to their
own fields of conmpetence in so far as they related to poverty eradication

Direct programmes to alleviate poverty had to be supplenmented by parall el
ef fecti ve econom ¢ policies which generated enpl oynent and determ ned a better
pattern of growmh. H s delegation therefore reiterated the inportance of
greater coordination anong the various organi zations of the United Nations
system No single organization had the nmandate or capacity to tackle poverty in
its entirety. Differences in mandates should be a source of strength within the
system and make for a conprehensive approach to poverty eradication. Such
potential strength could become a weakness, however, if various organizations in
the international system presented countries with differing policy signals. To
be effective, policy advice had to be consistent and to conprise a coherent set
of mutually reinforcing policy recomendations for country-|level action

M. CAMPBELL (Ireland) speaking on behal f of the European Union and

Bul garia, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Lithuania, Mlta,
Pol and, Ronani a, Sl ovakia and Sl ovenia, said that the primary responsibility for
t he assessment of poverty situations and the formulation and inplenmentation of
nati onal poverty eradication plans and programes lay with Governnents, and the
role of the United Nations systemwas to support Governnents in their efforts.
In order to fulfil that role, the United Nations system nmust adopt a coordinated
and i ntegrated approach both at Headquarters and in the field with regard to
i mpl ementing the outcone of recent conferences and issuing policy guidance
neasures relating to the eradication of poverty. Wat was needed was a cross-
sectoral approach and the incorporation of the gender perspective as a matter of
course into all United Nations activities.

The European Uni on wel coned the decision by the Administrative Conmittee on
Coordination to review the outcome of international conferences in a globa
manner and its establishnent of ad hoc task forces. It was inportant to avoid

unnecessary duplication in the work of the task forces and it was al so essentia
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that the gl obal review should integrate their findings and produce cl ear
guidelines. Wile it was vital to have clear guidelines at Headquarters,
i mpl ementation at the field | evel would renmain the crucial nmeasure of the
ef fectiveness of United Nations operational activities.

Hi s del egati on woul d appreci ate additional information on how the United
Nations systemintended to coordinate its support for the devel opnent of
specific anti-poverty plans and programes through capacity-building and
techni cal assistance. H's Government believed that better use could be nade of
the thematic groups to encourage broad participation in discussions on poverty;
the country strategy note should, where possible, be the main instrument for the
el aborati on of poverty eradication plans and programes.

Interaction between directions comng from Headquarters and input fromthe
field back into the systemwas an essential ingredient of an effective and
i ntegrated approach to the eradication of poverty. H s delegation would have
appreciated nore information in that regard.

The support of the international comunity both at the bilateral and
mul tilateral |evel was essential in helping to create an environnment in which
Governnents could take the lead in assessing poverty situations and devel opi ng
national poverty eradication strategies and programmes. The effective
nobi | i zati on of financial resources for poverty eradication and a nore effective
orientati on of devel opnment cooperation and assi stance needed to be fully
expl or ed.

In recent years, the nunber of wonen living in poverty had increased
di sproportionately to the nunber of men, particularly in devel oping countries.
Governnents and the international comunity had nade detail ed and specific
comitnents to address the structural causes of poverty and the specific
obstacl es which mlitated agai nst women. The prinmary responsibility for the
i mpl ement ation of those commitnments rested at the national level. Such efforts
shoul d al so invol ve individual wonmen, wonmen's groups and non-governnent a
organi zations at all |evels.

The conm tnents which had been undertaken and the anal ysis which
under pi nned them should formthe basis of the efforts of the United Nations
systemto nai nstream a gender perspective into the coordinated followup to
maj or international conferences and into all activities relevant to the

eradi cati on of poverty. The European Union fully endorsed that approach, and
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al so believed in the need to provide appropriate training on gender issues to
United Nations personnel in order to make themfully aware of the requirenents
of mainstream ng a gender perspective into poverty eradication activities.

It was inportant to ensure that the specific roles and nmandates of the
General Assenbly, the Econom ¢ and Social Council and the functional comm ssions
were clearly identified in order to avoid duplication. The role of the
speci al i zed agenci es should al so be taken into account. The General Assenbly
shoul d provide the broad policy framework; the Council should provide gui dance
to the United Nations systemon coordination matters and integrate the work of
the functional conm ssions; and the functional conm ssions thensel ves should be
assigned specific responsibility for nonitoring inplenmentation of commtnents
under t aken.

The Conm ssion for Social Devel opnment had been designated by the Genera
Assenbly as the functional comm ssion with the prinmary responsibility for
followup to and review of the Wrld Sunmt for Social Devel opnent, where issues
relating to poverty eradication had been considered in depth. It was therefore
important to strengthen Secretariat support for that Conm ssion, which would
al so benefit froma nmore commtted approach by Governnents.

G ven the increasing fem nization of poverty, the Conm ssion on the Status
of Wonen al so had a key role to play in the debate on the eradication of
poverty. The European Union wel coned the fact that the programes of work of
the two Conm ssions nmade it possible for each to benefit fromthe views and

i nput of the other.

The nmeeting rose at 1.05 p. m




