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The neeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 18 OF THE
CONVENTI ON (cont i nued)

Third periodic report of Hungary (CEDAW C/HUN 3 and Add. 1)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Nathon and Ms. Kardos Kaponyi
(Hungary) took places at the Conmmittee table.

2. M. NATHON (Hungary) said that human rights could not be considered an
exclusively internal matter. It was the legitimate right, as well as a |l ega
and noral responsibility, of the international conmunity to call upon States to
fulfil their obligations by respecting human rights and fundanmental freedons.
Hungary remai ned deeply conmitted to the Convention, which was an integral part
of efforts to elimnate all discrimnation

3. The desire to see human rights and fundanental freedons prevail had been a
driving force in the denocratic transformation of Hungary, and the Gover nnent
viewed the national and international protection of hunman rights as a matter of
high priority. Human rights education was provided at all |evels of the schoo
systemin order to elimnate gender-based discrimnation, prejudices and

st ereot ypes.

4. Before the transition to denocracy, wonen's rights in Hungary had i ncl uded
the right to work and to study, so that wonen had been nore than proportionately
represented in secondary and hi gher education. They had al so enjoyed an
extensi vely subsi di zed system of child-care | eave and maternity benefits and a
soci al wel fare system The transformation of Hungary's econom c and | ega
systemwas, in the short term adversely affecting economc, social and cultura
rights that were of critical inportance to wonen. However, follow ng the
denocratic el ections of 1990, the pre-existing de jure political and civi
rights of wonen, including the right of free assenbly, had finally becone a
reality. The CGovernnent wel conmed the activities of civil organizations as an

i ndi spensabl e part of efforts to conmbat sexual discrimnation

5. Notwi t hstandi ng the difficult econom c situation, the Governnent had
conmplied with its obligations under the Convention and would continue to do so.
Recent neasures included nodification of the famly support systemas it related
to child-care | eave and maternity benefits; an increase in the female retirenent
age from55 to 60 by the year 2003; and cooperation in the International Labour
Organi zation (ILO project to educate femal e enpl oyees about their rights.

6. Wonen belonging to the Roma minority were one of the nost vul nerabl e groups
in Hungary: nost Ronma lived in extreme poverty and had hi gh unenpl oynent rates,
their health care and housing situation was serious, and their cultura
traditions were vanishing. For the first tinme, however, representatives of
mnorities, including the Roma, had been elected in |ocal self-governnent

el ections held in Decenber 1994. The Government was al so in the process of
drawi ng up, in coordination with the rational Roma self-government authorities,

/...
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a programme of action to address the problens of that mnority in the areas of
education, enploynent, agriculture, social welfare and discrimnation

7. Ms. KARDOS- KAPONYI (Hungary) said that Hungary's report was substantive,
not cosnetic, and that her delegation hoped to determne fromits participation
inthe Commttee's work the best structure for pronoting the status of wonen.

8. In what was a difficult econom c situation for nmen and wonen ali ke,
Hungary's approach was to focus on wonen's rights fromthe standpoint of the
fundanmental rights of the person, while seeking to address the issues raised in
the Beijing Platformfor Action.

9. I n Septenber 1995, the CGovernnent had established a national Wnen's
Secretariat in the Mnistry of Labour with the aimof pronoting the overal

equal ity of men and wonen. To that end, the Wnen's Secretariat would
participate actively in the preparation, adoption and inplenentation of

Gover nnent deci sions and | egislation which had a bearing on wonen's equality.
Particul ar inportance was attached to establishing a positive relationship with
the nmedia as a nmeans of conbating stereotypes. At the sanme tine, efforts were
bei ng made to pronmote cl ose cooperation with regional and internationa

organi zati ons such as the Council of Europe, the European Union and the United
Nations, particularly the Comm ssion on the Status of Wnen and the present
Committee. Links were also being established with national wonen's nachinery in
ot her European countries. Masures to pronote equality nust have a horizontal
di mension and extend to all sectors.

10. Wile the Governnent intended to conply fully with the Convention, the
transition was inposing a heavy economic and social burden; as a result, the
Convention's provisions were being inplemented gradually. During the
transition, attention had been focused on respect for human rights and the

saf eguar di ng of denobcracy, so that de facto equality had been sonmewhat

negl ected. Al though supported by |egislation, recognition of the equal val ue of
nen and wonen and its practical inplementation were not yet a reality.

11. Hungary supported the objectives of the Beijing Platformfor Action. Wile
no nmaj or foll ow up neasures had as yet been inplenented, a useful dial ogue had
been established with non-governnental organizations, trade unions and ot her
groups. |In conjunction with ILO |ocal and regional conferences and workshops
had been organi zed to disseminate the results of the Beijing Conference.

12. The status of Hungarian wonen was affected primarily by the econony and by
politics. The econom ¢ recession in Central and Eastern Europe had reached
critical levels, worse even than during the Great Depression of 1929 to 1931
The | evel of econom ¢ devel opnent in Hungary had dropped to 30 per cent of the
West ern European average. Unenpl oynent usual ly affected wonen nore than nen,

but the reverse was true in Hungary. |In nore than half of all famlies, there
was only one wage-earner or no wage-earner at all, and sone two thirds of the
popul ati on were experiencing a fall in living standards. Those nobst seriously

affected included the unenployed, famlies with children and fenal e- headed
househol ds. Single elderly wonen were subsisting well below the poverty line
and, with an increasing nunmber of wonen failing to gain entitlenment to a
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pensi on, such poverty was expected to rise. The objective deterioration in the
situation was acconpani ed by a hei ghtened sense of insecurity.

13. Anot her unfavourabl e consequence of the transition was the |ack of strong,
viabl e and representative wonen's organi zati ons. The forner |arge, State-
sponsored and, in sone areas, influential organizations had been dissol ved and
t he new organi zati ons were not yet strong enough to influence Governnent

deci sions or |obby for certain objectives.

14. Turning to the list of issues (CEDAW(C/ 1996/ CRP.1), it was not clear

whet her the sixth general coment referred to non-governnmental organizations
(NGOs) in general or to wonen's NGCs. Information on NGOs was avail able only on
t hose which were actually registered, nunbering around 40,000. Their primary
obj ectives were to assist in devel oping and strengthening civil society in
Hungary and in pronoting local initiatives in cooperation with |oca

authorities. There were some wonen's NGOs concerned with environnmental issues.
Only a small portion of the population was famliar with the Beijing Platform
for Action.

Article 2

15. Article 66 of the Hungarian Constitution established the general |ega
principle of equality of men and wonen, which had to be interpreted first and
forenpst as the obligation to ensure de jure equality. As far as her Governnent
was aware, the interpretation of that provision had not given rise to
substantially different approaches on the part of |awers, |egislators and
worren' s associ ations; the differences lay in the nmethods of seeking remedies.

In the case of violation of the principle of equality by a law, the remedy was
to |l odge a conmplaint with the Constitutional Court; if the Court found the | aw

unconstitutional, it declared it null and void. |If the principle of equality
was violated by an act of an individual or a State or |ocal authority, the
victimcould bring a crimnal, civil, famly |aw, admnistrative |aw or |abour
| aw action in court, depending on the nature of the grievance. In addition,

there was a constitutional renedy under section 70 K of the Constitution,
whereby clains arising out of the violation of fundamental rights were
enf orceabl e before the courts.

16. A central concept of the Hungarian Constitution was that of ensuring equa
ri ghts through neasures designed to elimnate inequality of opportunities.
Hungarian | aws concerning civil and political rights, as well as econom c,

social and cultural rights, guaranteed those rights to wonmen w thout
discrimnation. International conventions were not automatically incorporated
into donestic law but had to be ratified; however, Hungary had ratified the main
human rights instrunments.

17. No substantial changes had taken place in famly, civil and crimna

| egi slation since the previous report. However, the courts were increasingly
taking into consideration the need for equality between wonen and nmen, and
recent court decisions had awarded custody of children to husbands nore
frequently than in the past, on the principle that the children's interests
shoul d be paranount.
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18. Section 70 K of the Constitution provided an overall renmedy for violations
of equality. Equality, including de facto equality, did not mean identica
treatment; it was sometines necessary to differentiate between wonmen and men on
justifiable grounds. Under article 66, neasures to hel p wonen gain equality or
to assist wonmen on the basis of their biological differences were not regarded
as violations of the principle of equality.

Article 3

19. There were specific programmes to assist elderly and di sabl ed persons and
ethnic mnorities, but they were not specifically focused on woren. The famly
wel fare services devoted special attention to di sadvantaged wonmen. The churches
operated wonen's vol untary groups which had becone increasingly active in the

| ate 1980s, especially in charity work and in providing for the elderly.

20. A nunber of bodies represented the interests of Hungari an wonen at an
official level. They were the Subconm ssion on Wnen of the Parlianentary

Conmi ssi on on Human Rights; the National Mechani smon Equal Policies for Wnen
in the Mnistry of Labour; the Social Council of the Mnistry of Wlfare; and
the wonen's sections of trade unions and political parties. Before new |laws and
regul ations coul d be passed, however, conprehensive deregul ati on needed to be
conpl et ed

21. There were no data on the nunmber of court cases brought by wonmen on grounds
of discrimnation; however, a conputer systemwas being introduced and it m ght
be possible to provide such data in the future.

Article 4

22. There were several anti-discrimnatory provisions in the area of |abour
law, for instance, article 2 of the Enploynent Act, which prohibited
discrimnation in enploynment while allowing for the possibility of additiona
rights for persons who were at a disadvantage in the [ abour market. That

provi sion was further developed in article 5 of the Labour Code. The CGovernnent
was aware that some of the special neasures ainmed at accel erating de facto

equal ity between nen and wonen night result in the maintenance of unequa
standards, especially in the field of enploynment policy. However, sonme such

measures were still considered necessary: for exanple, the prohibition of some
forms of heavy | abour for wonen, and differentiated treatnment in retirenent
policy. |In that respect, Hungary was trying to harnonize its |aws w th European

Uni on practice and to establish the sanme retirenment policy for men and wonen.

23. Wonen's underrepresentation anong the unenpl oyed coul d be expl ai ned by the
concentration of job losses in industries dom nated by nen, even though wonen in
such industries had been equally affected by lay-offs. At the sanme tinme, job
opportunities in fenal e-dom nated areas such as education, public adm nistration
and health care had remmi ned constant, and there had been attenpts to increase
enpl oynment in trade and financial services, where wonen predom nated. Speci al
neasures to inprove wonen's position in the | abour market were envisaged in the
nedi um and long term provided that they were based on a broad social consensus.
The comm tnents of the Wonen's Secretariat were outlined in paragraph 177 of the
addendumto the report (CEDAW C/ HUN 3/ Add. 1) .
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24. In a re-privatized national econony, the Governnent could control only the

State sector, or about 30 per cent of enterprises and budget-financed mnistries
and bodies; in that sector, there was no gender differentiation in job
classification or salaries. The educational |evel of wonen was slightly better
than that of nen; however, training and retraining schenes needed to be designed
to pronote actual job searching by wonen.

25. According to occupational mobility figures for the period 1973-1983, fenal e
social mobility between generations had increased and by the early 1980s had
exceeded nmale nobility. The 1983 nobility survey had reveal ed that 73 per cent
of nen and 76 per cent of women belonged to social segnments that were different
fromthose of their fathers. It was not yet possible to identify the effects of
the change in the political systemon nobility. However, since the early 1980s,
there had been a steady decline in the nunber of wonen from working class
backgrounds who entered intellectual occupations. At the sane tine, there had
been i ncreasing novenent by wonen into the small business sector, a devel opnent
whi ch the Government wel coned.

Article 5

26. Efforts were being made to pronote educational programmes in schools on the
har moni zati on of professional and private life, but the results were not yet
available. At a time of economc transition, nen and wonen ali ke were obliged
to work longer hours in order to avoid unenpl oyment and al so because of
financial constraints.

27. No specific preventive neasures had been taken in the area of violence

agai nst wonmen. The issue of sexual harassment in the workplace had been debated
publicly, but no |l egal steps had been taken. A fenmale nenber of Parlianent had
introduced a bill on sexual harassnment in the workplace, but it had not been
taken seriously; the bill would be reintroduced, since it was very inportant to
regul ate the situation in the workpl ace.

28. The establishnment of famly welfare services by local authorities could act
as a deterrent to domestic violence by helping famlies to resolve their
conflicts and by providing financial assistance in certain cases.

29. Wonen were protected agai nst rape and i ndecent assault under articles 197
and 198 of the Criminal Code, which nmade rape an of fence punishable by 8 years
of inprisonnent and rape under aggravated circunstances puni shable by 10 years
of inprisonnent. Public indecency conmtted by nal es agai nst fenal es was al so
puni shabl e. However, those penalties applied only to acts conm tted outside
narriage or narital cohabitation. The issue of ensuring equal protection

agai nst sexual abuse within marriage was a nmatter of professional debate which
so far had not resulted in |egislative action. Recently, a Hungarian NGO had
| odged a constitutional conplaint with the Constitutional Court, requesting the
Court to declare the existing |legislation unconstitutional on grounds of

di scrimnation against nmarried wonen. |If the legislation was repealed, it was
likely that Parlianment would pass a law on rape within and outside marri age.
Wnen were protected against other fornms of violence by article 170 of the
Crim nal Code.
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30. There was no State systemof institutions for hel ping victinms of violent
crimes in general and wonen in particular, but there were several crisis centres
for wonen established and run by NGO such as Eszter, Nane and Mona. Eszter
provided primarily medical and psychiatric assistance to wonen and Mna

mai nt ai ned a network of wonen's centres for abused wives and their children

Article 6

31. There were no statistics on the nunber of prostitutes in Hungary since
there was no systemfor the registration or licensing of prostitution. Under
the old Crimnal Code, prostitution had been regarded as a crine; under the
anended Code of 1993, prostitution itself was no |onger a crinme but a m nor

of fence, punishable by a fine of up to 30,000 forint. The procuring and
prostitution of others was a crimnal offence punishable by inprisonnent. The
rel evant provisions had been anmended to bring the Crimnal Code into line with
t he provisions of the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons
and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of O hers.

32. In recent years, there had been an upsurge in the nunber of persons
engaging in prostitution, as a result of unenployment and ot her financia
difficulties caused by the transition to a narket econony. |In other words,

there was a clear relationship between the country's current econom c situation
and the rise in prostitution. Wile the Governnent recognized that it nust play
a leading role in efforts to rehabilitate prostitutes, by offering alternatives
such as skills-training courses and providing other forns of support, such
efforts could be effective only with the assistance of non-governnmenta

organi zati ons and churches.

33. Although the incidence of H V/ AIDS was not very high, the increasing
availability of injectable drugs had pronpted the Governnent to take a nunber of
preventive neasures. Initially, the focus had been on bionedical research and

t he strengthening of |aboratory and diagnostic capabilities. Since 1995, half

of the available funding had been used for prevention and the other half for
action outside the Governnent health service. Increased attention was bei ng
given to vul nerabl e groups such as people working in the sex industry. There
were AIDS hotlines, and special nedical centres provided free and anonynmous Al DS
testing. A special AIDS information, counselling and nedi cal service for
prostitutes had been established in Budapest.

34. Available official statistics did not give a breakdown of H V/ Al DS

preval ence anong people working in the sex industry. The cumul ative nunber of
Hl V- positive persons since 1985 was 471 (431 males and 40 fenal es), while the
cunmul ati ve nunber of AIDS patients since 1986 was 202 (188 nal es and 14

femal es), of whom 133 had di ed.

35. No official data were available on the health conditions of prostitutes,
nor on the preval ence of prostitution anong particul ar age groups, although
there was a growi ng tendency for younger people, including children, to become
i nvolved in prostitution

36. Over the past six years, there had been a marked increase in pornographic
literature and other products such as video filnms. Some naterials were produced

l...
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in Hungary and invol ved very young Hungari ans of both sexes, including children
The necessary | egal action had been taken, where possible. According to the

| atest data, sone 8 to 10 pornographi c magazi nes were published regul arly.

Under the 1993 anendnent to article 272 of the Hungarian Crim nal Code,

por nogr aphy offences were liable to up to one year's inprisonnent or a fine.
The publication of pornographic nmaterials was al so prohibited by Act No. Xl of
1986 on the activities of the press.

Article 7

37. There were around 50 wonen's associations in Hungary. No official data
were avail able on the nunber of nale nenbers of such associations. The
Hungari an Parliament deci ded each year whi ch non-governnental organizations,

i ncl udi ng wonren' s organi zati ons, would receive funding fromthe State budget.
Its decisions were based on the content of the progranmes presented by

i ndi vi dual organi zations. Many of the organi zati ons representi ng wonen's
interests were nenbers of the sections of the Social Council that dealt with
worren' s issues; within the framework of the Council, they could participate in
the process of preparing and reporting on bills affecting wonmen. Since
Hungari an non-governnental organizations were not very efficient or well-

devel oped, the Governnment was encouragi ng themto cooperate and network in order
to increase their inpact at the national |level and, eventually, at the European
and world |evels.

38. Whnen's participation in politics was regrettably |ow, due to |Iong-standing
cultural traditions, the increasingly difficult situation of famlies and of
wonmen in particular, and |ack of interest on the part of wonmen. However, the
role of women in Hungary's parliamentary parties had recently started to grow.
At the initiative of the female nmenbers of the Hungarian Parliament, a
Subcommi ssi on on Wnen had been established in Novenmber 1995 within the
Par|iamentary Conm ssion on Human Rights. Wonen played a significant role in
the area of social policy: 42 per cent of the delegates in the Social Counci
wer e women.

39. Under the socialist regime, a quota system had been introduced to pronpote
wonmen's political participation. Although that systemhad resulted in higher
fenal e representation in politics than was presently the case, it had not
reflected the real situation in the country and had therefore not been

mai ntained in 1990 by the first denocratically elected Parlianent.

Article 8

40. Hungarian wonen were not excluded fromrepresentation at the internationa
level. Wiile the Government did not intend to ensure wonmen's proportionate
representation through the introduction of a gender-based quota system it

stressed the inportance of appropriate professional skills and qualifications
for nomnation to senior positions in both domestic and international forumns.

Article 10

41. Article 70/J of the Hungarian Constitution required parents and guardi ans
to ensure the instruction of their children, while Act LXXI X of 1993 on public

/...
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education prohibited any formof discrimnation. As many boys as girls attended
primary school, but two thirds of grammar school pupils were girls. Boys tended
to continue their studies in apprenticeship schools, where they accounted for
two thirds of all students. In its review of textbooks and curricula, the
Governnent intended to reflect the changes that had occurred in the traditiona
famly

Article 11

42. The Constitution guaranteed nothers support and protection before and after
childbirth, and the State assuned part of the costs of child-care |eave. Since
Hungary's popul ati on was agei ng, the Governnment had nmade support for notherhood
and child care a social priority. Fathers were entitled to subsidized chil d-
care |l eave after the child was one year old or if the nother was unable to care
for her child. Fathers were also entitled to child-care allowances, which were
granted only to famlies in need.

43. Fanmily income was not a factor in determ ning the amount of unenpl oynent
benefit, which was cal cul ated on the basis of the individual's total time in
enpl oynment in the four years preceding unenploynent. |n 1991, when the

Enpl oyment Act had come into effect, persons claimng the m nimum six-nonth
benefit period had had to certify 11 nonths of prior enploynent, while those
clai mng the maxi numtwo-year period had had to certify all four years of prior
enploynment. That entitlenment condition had subsequently changed: the m ni mum
period of entitlement had been reduced to 3 nonths and the maxi mumto 12 nont hs,
while the period for obtaining certification had renmai ned unchanged. In

July 1995, the certification period for persons who had exhausted their
entitlenents had been reduced to six nonths.

44. The other decisive el enent of the unenpl oynent benefit was the repl acenent
rate - the ratio of benefit payments to former gross earnings - which was higher
inthe initial period of the entitlenent and had al so changed over the years.

In 1991, it had been 70 per cent in the first half of the entitlenent period and
50 per cent in the second half. |In early 1993, the benefit/wage ratio had risen
to 75 per cent, but only for the first quarter of the entitlenment period; after
that, 60 per cent was the typical conpensation rate.

45. There was a guaranteed m ni mrum and nmaxi rum | evel for unenpl oynment benefits.
Initially, the mninmm benefit had been close to the m ni numwage, but in 1993
it had been set at 8,600 forint. |f the benefit calculated at the conpensation
rate applicable for the period of entitlenent was bel ow that m ninum the

unenpl oyed person received the latter amount. However, if prior earnings had
been | ess than 8,600 forint, the benefit was equal to the prior earnings. In
1991, the maxi mum benefit had been three tinmes the mninmumwage; in 1992, it had
been reduced to twice the mninmumwage. Since early 1993, the nmonthly maxi nuns
had been 18,000 forint and 15,000 forint respectively in the first and second
phases of the entitlement.

46. Unenpl oynment benefit was subject to incone tax and a reduced socia

i nsurance deduction. Unenpl oyed persons were not entitled to either special
suppl enents for dependants or higher child benefits. Persons who had exhausted
t hei r unenpl oynent insurance entitlenments were provided with income support if

l...
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their per capita famly income was | ess than 80 per cent of the m ni mum ol d- age
pensi on. Such assi stance had previously been payable for as |long as the
reci pi ent remai ned unenpl oyed and in need, provided that he or she was

regi stered with the unenpl oynent office. However, a 1995 regulation had limted
the duration of inconme support to two years; another 180-day period of

enpl oynment was then required before an additional 45 days of unenpl oynment
benefit could be claimed, after which the cycle began again

47. Wil e the enploynment situation was very bad for both sexes, the position of
wonmen was slightly better than that of nmen. Wnen entitled to maternity
benefits could not be dismssed fromtheir jobs. There was no training
programe for enpl oyees threatened with unenpl oynent, although training
programes existed for those already unenpl oyed and for young people. Hungary
had been the first country in Central and Eastern Europe to set up a network of
human resources devel opment centres, which provided training and retraining for
unenpl oyed adults. Wnen could al so take advantage of those services at the end
of their maternity leave. Child-care |eave was only one factor which
contributed to the dramatic drop in enploynment; other factors included early
retirement, disability and continui ng education. The nunber of State-sponsored
day-care facilities had decreased as a result of privatization, increased
operating costs and the financial difficulties faced by the local authorities
whi ch maintained them Private day-care facilities were far too expensive for
the average famly.

48. The Constitutional Court had ruled that Parlianent had the right to
restrict nmost social and famly benefits to those in financial need. However,
it had decided that such restrictions should not be retroactive. The new

regul ations, which would cone into force in April 1996, would base the granting
of financial support on famly incone, taking into consideration the nunber of
children and the marital status of the recipient. Benefits would be automatic
for famlies with three or nore children and single parents would receive a

hi gher |evel of support than in the past, but the mddle class would suffer

49. There had been a 25 per cent decrease in national enploynment rates since
1990, of which women accounted for half. There had also been a drop in the
nunber of enpl oyed wonmen over the age of 54, many of whom had previously worked
part tinme while receiving pensions. Pensioners working part time had been the
first to be laid off. Since they were unlikely to find other enploynent,
persons laid off |ess than three years before retirenment age were entitled to an
early retirement pension if they had worked a sufficient nunber of years to
qualify for an ol d-age pension; elderly wonmen were frequent recipients of such
pensi ons.

Article 12

50. A new | aw on abortion, the Protection of Foetal Life Act, had entered into
force on 1 January 1993. One purpose of the Act was to regulate the issue
appropriately, since the Constitutional Court had declared the previously
existing regulation to be unconstitutional; another objective was to achieve
broad social consensus on the issue of abortion, which was of the utnost

i nportance in the new socio-political climte.
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51. The Act stipulated that pregnancy could be interrupted during the first 12
weeks if the woman's health was seriously endangered, the foetus had a high
probability of inpairnment, the pregnancy had resulted froma crimnal act, or
the wonen was in a situation of serious crisis. Pregnancy could be interrupted
up until the eighteenth week if, in addition to one of the above-nentioned

condi tions, the wonen was fully or partially inconpetent or had not realized

t hat she was pregnant because of a health condition or a nedical m sdiagnosis,
or if the 12-week deadline had been exceeded owing to the negligence of a health
care institution. Pregnancy could be interrupted up until the twentieth week if
there was a 50 per cent or greater probability that the foetus had a serious
genetic defect, and an abortion could be perforned at any tine if the pregnancy
threatened the wonen's life or if the foetus had a defect which nade it
non-vi abl e. The Act had been adopted foll owing a conprehensive soci al debate,
and the pro-life/pro-choice dilemma had been resol ved by introducing the
provision for interruption of pregnancy if the wonen was in a situation of
serious crisis. The wonmen herself was responsi ble for determ ning whether such
a situation existed, and no one had the right to question her statenent to that
effect. The preparation of the Act had marked the first tine that Hungarian
wonmen' s non- gover nment al organi zati ons had worked in cooperation

52. The Act stressed the inportance of respecting the dignity of the pregnant
woman t hroughout the abortion procedure. It also regulated the financia
benefits and prenatal health care provided to pregnant wonen by the State. |If
an abortion was carried out for health-related reasons, it was paid for by the
soci al insurance system if not, the women nust pay for it herself, although
certain mtigating circunstances could justify a reduction in the cost of the
procedure. Adoption of the Act had resulted in a decrease of nearly 15 per cent
in the annual nunber of abortions; however, the percentage of abortions
performed on adol escent girls had doubl ed over the past few years, a situation
whi ch m ght be renedied by the inplenmentation of sex education programes.

Bet ween 75, 000 and 80, 000 pregnancies were term nated i n Hungary each year, and
there had been no naternal deaths as a result of abortion during the past few
years. The |arge nunber of abortions was attributed to insufficient sex
education, inadequate famly planning and the rising cost of contraception.

53. Anot her consequence of the Act had been the establishment of the Famly

Wl fare Service Network, whose task it was to offer information and advice on
contraception and to provi de conpul sory pre-abortion counselling. Since the
Servi ce had begun operating, between 4.4 and 5.3 per cent of wonen per nonth had
decided not to interrupt their pregnancies as a result of receiving counselling.
The Service had conpiled data indicating that over 50 per cent of wonmen did not
use any formof contraception and that young girls al nbst never did so. The
Service's activities were expected to result in an increase in the use of
contraceptive nethods and, in the long term in a substantial decrease in the
nunber of abortions. The Service hoped in the future to be able to provide

soci al, psychological, child rearing and marital counselling services. The
national core curriculum which had been adopted but had yet to go into effect,
enphasi zed the inmportance of sex education in schools. Sex education was al so
of fered by non-governnental organizations and churches.

54. Wbnen nust possess Hungarian citizenship in order to benefit from State-
subsi di zed health care during pregnancy. The social security systemfinancia
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gynaecol ogi cal , prenatal and obstetric, infertility treatnent and cancer
screening. Changes in the health care systemhad resulted in various tenporary
provi si ons which were di sadvantageous to wonen: a reduction in or the

term nation of subsidies for nedicines, including contraceptives, limted
coverage for infertility treatnent and an increase in the fee for abortion

55. The Governnent allocated substantial funding to the canpai gn agai nst Al DS
Speci al information, counselling and testing services were provided for wonen,
and a nultinedia anti-AlDS canpaign in 1995 had resulted in increased awareness
that AIDS affected heterosexuals as well as honobsexual s: the nunber of wonen
asking to be tested for the HV virus had doubl ed.

The nmeeting rose at 1.05 p. m




