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I. CALENDAR OF CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS

A. Matters related to, and inter-sessional departures from ,
the approved calendar for 1996

Introduction and overview

1. In its resolution 50/206 A of 23 December 1995, the General Assembly
approved the draft calendar of conferences and meetings of the United Nations
for the biennium 1996-1997 as set forth in the annex to the report of the
Committee on Conferences to the Assembly at its fiftieth session 1 / and amended
by subsequent decisions taken by the Assembly during that session.

2. At its 373rd meeting, on 26 August 1994, the Committee had decided that
requests for inter-sessional departures submitted to the Committee should, in
future, be reviewed by the Bureau, in consultation with the Secretariat, for
subsequent action.

3. At its 379th meeting, on 23 March 1995, the Committee agreed that proposed
changes to the calendar that did not have programme budget implications could be
dealt with by the Secretariat in consultation with the Bureau of the Committee.

4. At its substantive session of 1995, the Committee on Conferences decided
that requests for inter-sessional departures submitted to the Committee that
involved a change of venue should be referred to the members for approval.
Departures that involved other types of changes should, as the Committee had
decided at its substantive session of 1994, be reviewed by the Bureau, in
consultation with the Secretariat, for subsequent action.

5. In accordance with established procedure, the Committee was informed, by
written communication, of requests for changes in venue made by the Advisory
Board on Disarmament Matters and the Panel of External Auditors of the United
Nations and the United Nations Board of Auditors. The nature of the requests
and the action taken by the Committee are described below.
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Organ Request Action taken

Advisory Board on
Disarmament Matters

To meet from 1 to 5 July 1996 at
Geneva rather than at its
established headquarters in New
York. The Secretary-General
would be in Geneva during the
first week of July. Moreover,
the presence of the members of
the Board in Geneva at that time
would give support to a seminar/
conference devoted to the
question of the history of
multilateral disarmament, which
would also take place at Geneva
during the session of the
Advisory Board. Furthermore,
the change of venue would
provide the members of the
Advisory Board, which served as
the Board of Trustees of the
United Nations Institute for
Disarmament Research, the
opportunity to have direct
contact with the activities and
staff of the Institute and to
consult with delegations
participating in the Conference
on Disarmament, whose
negotiations on a comprehensive
nuclear test-ban treaty were at
a crucial juncture.

Request approved

Panel of External
Auditors
of the United
Nations
and the United
Nations
Board of Auditors

To meet at Vienna. As they were
inter-agency bodies, the Board
of Auditors and Panel of
External Auditors did not have
an established headquarters. In
accordance with its rules of
procedure, the Board should
convene annually at United
Nations Headquarters in June and
may convene at such other times
and places as may be necessary
for the due performance of the
duties of the Board at the
request of the Chairman or any
member of the Board.

Request approved
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Organ Request Action taken

United Nations
Group of Experts on
Geographical Names

To meet at Geneva from 12 to
23 August 1996 rather than at
its established headquarters
in New York from 10 to
21 June 1996. The change would
make it possible to coordinate
the venue of its meeting with
that of the International
Congress of Onomastic Sciences,
which would be held at Aberdeen,
Scotland, from 4 to
11 August 1996, and which many
members of the Group of Experts
would attend.

Request approved

6. In addition, at its 389th meeting, on 3 June 1996, the Committee considered
the proposed convening by the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to
the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples of a Pacific regional seminar to review the
political, economic and social conditions in the small island Non-Self-Governing
Territories, at Port Moresby, from 12 to 14 June 1996.

Conclusions and recommendations

7. The Chairman of the Committee on Conferences addressed the following letter
to the President of the General Assembly:

"At its 389th meeting, on 3 June 1996, the Committee on Conferences
considered the proposed convening by the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples of a Pacific regional
seminar to review the political, economic and social conditions in the
small island Non-Self-Governing Territories, at Port Moresby, Papua New
Guinea, from 12 to 14 June 1996. While the holding of the seminar had been
approved by the General Assembly in its resolution 50/39 of 6 December 1995
and provision had been made for the substantive servicing of the seminar in
the programme budget for the biennium 1996-1997 (section 2), the seminar
had not in fact been included in the official calendar of conferences and
meetings of the United Nations issued in March 1996 (A/AC.172/1996/2) owing
to the lack of information on its dates and venue at that time.

"During the discussion on the matter, the view was expressed that by
convening the three-day seminar at Port Moresby, rather than at the
headquarters of the Special Committee in New York, the United Nations would
not be making efficient use of its limited financial resources, a course of
action that would, moreover, be perceived negatively outside the
Organization. Furthermore, as the members of the Committee on Conferences
had not been apprised of the seminar prior to approving the calendar of
conferences and meetings, they had not had the opportunity to review and
debate the matter.

"In reply to a query concerning the expenses involved, the Secretariat
informed members that the cost of convening the seminar at Headquarters
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amounted to $173,335; the cost of convening it at Port Moresby amounted to
$130,446.

"The view was expressed that the figures provided were in fact cost
estimates made on the basis of full participation and that accurate costing
required a review of participation over the past five years. The view was
also expressed that there was no reason to hold the seminar in New York if
no savings were involved.

"Following a debate on the matter, the Committee on Conferences took
the decision to inform the General Assembly that no agreement had been
reached within the Committee to recommend that the Assembly include in the
calendar of conferences and meetings for 1996 the Pacific regional seminar
with Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea, as its venue.

"The Committee on Conferences requests the President of the General
Assembly to bring the concerns expressed in the present letter to the
attention of the General Assembly."

B. Adoption of the draft revised calendar of conferences and
meetings for 1997

Introduction and overview

8. At its 391st meeting, on 19 August 1996, the Committee on Conferences
reviewed the draft revised calendar of conferences and meetings for 1997
(A/AC.172/1996/CRP.2 and Add.1).

9. With regard to the consolidated statement of scheduled special conferences
for 1997, requested by the General Assembly in its resolution 46/190 of
20 December 1991, the Secretariat informed the Committee that, as no special
conferences were scheduled for 1997, a consolidated statement had not been
issued.

10. Also at its 391st meeting, clarification was sought and received from the
Secretariat regarding various items and aspects of the draft revised calendar of
conferences and meetings for 1997, including the matter of waivers granted to
intergovernmental bodies that request to meet away from their established
headquarters, thus constituting a departure from General Assembly resolution
40/243.

11. The Committee requested the Secretariat to submit a report on all bodies
that had a general waiver to meet away from their established headquarters, thus
constituting a departure from General Assembly resolution 40/243, to be reviewed
by the Committee during the main part of the fifty-first session of the General
Assembly.

12. At its 396th meeting, on 19 September 1996, the Committee reviewed a report
of the Secretary-General and a conference room paper on the matter (A/49/212 and
A/AC.172/1996/CRP.7, respectively).

Discussion

13. Concern was expressed that the previous sessions of two and three weeks’
duration, respectively, of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and
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of its Legal Subcommittee were too long, considering the number of meetings
planned and actually held by those bodies.

14. In that regard, it was recalled that, in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 50/27 of 6 December 1995, a Working Group of the Whole had been
established by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to examine the
working methods of the Committee, including the duration of its session, in
order to reach consensus and to accommodate the different views and concerns
expressed by the members of the Committee. It was felt that other United
Nations bodies, including the Main Committees, in particular those that
underutilized their conference resources, could follow that example and consider
reviewing their meeting entitlements.

15. Clarification was sought and received from the Secretariat about the
capability of the Organization to absorb meetings added to the calendar of
conferences and meetings for which resources had not initially been provided in
the budget. The representative of the Secretariat explained that the procedure
of "overprogramming" had frequently made it possible to do so, as resources were
made available when scheduled meetings were cancelled. The current reduced
level of resources, however, was sufficient to cover only the meetings included
in the calendar of conferences and meetings as adopted by the General Assembly
in 1995.

16. The view was expressed that, for financial reasons and in the interest of
improved efficiency and effectiveness, subsidiary bodies that had been granted
an exception to meet away from their established headquarters should be invited
to review their need for the exception in the light of the current situation of
their work. In the case of subsidiary bodies without a specific exception,
authorization to meet away from their established headquarters should be granted
on the basis of a recommendation by the Committee on Conferences.

17. With regard to the 1997 Caribbean regional seminar of the Special Committee
on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the representative
of the Secretariat explained that provision had been made for the seminar in the
programme of work of the Special Committee, which had been approved by the
General Assembly. Moreover, it was expected that conference-servicing resources
would not be required for that seminar.

18. The view was expressed that the Committee on Conferences should request the
Fourth Committee to review the exception of the Special Committee to meet away
from New York. The view was also expressed that such a request should not be
made of the Fourth Committee.

Conclusions and recommendations

19. The Committee recommended to the General Assembly that it should:

(a) Adopt the draft revised calendar of conferences and meetings for 1997;

(b) Authorize the Committee to make adjustments to the calendar of
conferences and meetings for 1997 that might become necessary as a result of
action and decisions taken by the General Assembly at its fifty-first session.

20. The Committee noted that the Secretariat had taken into account the
arrangements referred to in paragraph 4 of General Assembly resolution 50/206 A.
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Accordingly, no sessions were scheduled to open or close on 10 February or
17 April 1997 and bodies would be invited not to hold meetings on those days.
The Committee requested the Secretariat to make similar arrangements when
drafting the biennial calendar of conferences and meetings for 1998-1999 for
presentation to the Committee at its substantive session of 1997.

21. The Committee recommended to the General Assembly that the Assembly should
grant waivers to the headquarters rule solely on the basis of a recommendation
of the Committee.

22. The Committee on Conferences, recalling paragraph 12 of General Assembly
resolution 50/206 A, recommended that the Assembly invite all its subsidiary
bodies that were authorized to meet away from their established headquarters to
review the exception to the headquarters rule in the light of the current
situation of their work, and to make recommendations thereon, through the
Committee on Conferences, to the Assembly at its fifty-second session.

23. The Committee further recommended that the General Assembly invite the
Economic and Social Council to request all its subsidiary bodies to carry out
the same review.

24. The Committee recommended to the General Assembly that it request the
bodies that had not fully utilized their meeting entitlements, including the
duration of their sessions, to review their meeting entitlements.

25. The Committee recommended that the General Assembly should consider the
budgetary impact of any meetings added to the calendar of conferences and
meetings for the biennium, as adopted by the General Assembly in 1995, taking
into account the letter from the Chairman of the Committee on Conferences to the
Chairman of the Fifth Committee contained in document A/C.5/50/66, in which it
was stated that available resources would be sufficient to service only those
meetings approved in the calendar of conferences, and no additional meetings
requested by any intergovernmental organ could be accommodated without
additional resources.

C. Improved utilization of conference-servicing resources

1. Meeting statistics of United Nations organs

Introduction and overview

26. At its 391st meeting, on 19 August 1996, the Committee on Conferences
reviewed a report of the Secretary-General on meeting statistics of United
Nations organs that met in 1995 (A/AC.172/1996/3).

Discussion

27. Clarification was sought and received from the Secretariat regarding
various aspects of the report contained in that document.

28. Concern was expressed regarding the linkage between the duration of
meetings and the number of planned meetings.

29. Regret was expressed that the overall utilization factor for 1995 had
fallen to 76 per cent from 77 per cent in 1994, that the average utilization
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factor for 1995 had dropped to 78 per cent from 82 per cent in 1994 and that the
percentage of bodies in the core sample that had utilization factors equal to or
exceeding the benchmark figure of 80 per cent had fallen to 54 per cent in 1995
from 62 per cent in the previous year.

Conclusions and recommendations

30. The Committee on Conferences took note with concern that the overall and
average utilization factors (76 per cent and 78 per cent, respectively) of the
core sample of bodies included in document A/AC.172/1996/3 were below the
benchmark figure of 80 per cent.

2. Consultations with bodies concerning utilization
of the conference services and facilities
available to them

Introduction and overview

31. At its 382nd meeting, on 21 August 1995, the Committee on Conferences
requested its Chairman to consult on its behalf with the chairmen of bodies that
had consistently utilized less than the applicable benchmark figure (75 per cent
for calendar year 1993 and 80 per cent for calendar years 1994 and 1995) of
their allocated resources for the past three sessions, with a view to making
appropriate recommendations in order to achieve the optimum utilization of
conference-servicing resources.

32. At its 390th meeting, on 19 August 1996, the Chairman of the Committee
provided an oral report on the results of the aforementioned consultations. The
Chairman informed the Committee that he had held consultations with the Chairmen
of the Committee on Information and the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean.

33. Moreover, at its 382nd meeting, the Committee requested its Chairman to
transmit a letter to the chairmen of subsidiary bodies that had utilized less
than 80 per cent of their conference resources in 1994 to invite them to report
on measures taken to improve their utilization of conference-servicing resources
and realistically to assess their need for such resources, with a view to
reducing the conference resources requested.

34. At the 390th meeting, the Chairman provided an oral report on the replies
received from the chairmen of the subsidiary bodies concerned.

35. Furthermore, at its 382nd meeting, the Committee requested Conference
Services to maintain an active dialogue with the substantive secretariats of
intergovernmental bodies, providing statistics and information on previous
performance, as well as guidelines on the ways and means to enhance utilization
of conference-servicing resources. Conference Services was requested to report
on the outcome of that dialogue to the General Assembly at its fifty-first
session, through the Committee.

36. In addition, in paragraph 9 of its resolution 50/206 A of 23 December 1995,
the General Assembly had requested the Secretariat to take the measures
recommended by the Committee on Conferences to enhance the utilization of
conference-servicing resources and to report thereon to the Assembly at its
fifty-first session through the Committee on Conferences.
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37. At its 390th meeting, the Committee considered the report of the Secretary-
General on the matter (A/51/253).

38. Lastly, in paragraph 11 of its resolution 50/206 A, the General Assembly
had requested the Chairman of the Committee on Conferences to hold consultations
with various bodies and committees to ensure rational allocation and capacity
utilization of all United Nations conference facilities at Headquarters, United
Nations Offices and other duty stations, with a view to addressing the current
imbalance in order to enhance the capacity utilization and cost-effectiveness of
those facilities, and to report to the Committee on the outcome of those
consultations at its substantive session of 1996.

39. At the 390th meeting, the Secretariat, in consultation with the Chairman of
the Committee on Conferences, presented an oral report on the matter.

Discussion

40. Appreciation was expressed for the Chairman’s consultations with the
Chairmen of the Committee on Information and the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian
Ocean, which had consistently utilized less than the applicable benchmark figure
of their allocated resources for the past three sessions. It would be useful to
continue such efforts in the future, as they appeared to yield positive results.
For example, the Ad Hoc Committee had reduced its session to one meeting and the
Committee on Information had reduced its session to two weeks from its initial
entitlement of three weeks. It was also noted that some bodies were taking such
measures as relying more heavily on informal consultations, streamlining
intergovernmental machinery and reducing the duration of sessions.

41. The waiving of the quorum rule frequently improved utilization of meeting
time. The view was expressed that late starts were of more serious concern than
early endings and should be more heavily weighed in the statistics, as early
endings might be indicative of efficiency on the part of the body.

42. It was noted that the need to ensure rational allocation and capacity
utilization of all United Nations conference facilities was a complex issue
bound by the constraints of the headquarters rule, the geographical distribution
of substantive secretariats and the conference-servicing capacity available at
the various headquarters, and should therefore be studied more closely at a
future session.

43. The Secretary-General’s report (A/51/253) indicated that progress was being
made in alerting the various bodies to the need for more efficient use of
conference services. The Chairman’s efforts in addressing letters to the
chairmen of the various bodies contributed to a heightened awareness of the need
for more efficient use of the resources allocated to them. All of the measures
undertaken, inter alia , the active dialogue, and the Chairman’s consultations
and letters, were a reflection of the Committee’s informational role in bringing
to the attention of intergovernmental bodies the importance of using conference-
servicing resources efficiently and effectively.

44. In reply to a query, the representative of the Secretariat noted that the
notional cost of producing one page of documentation in the six official
languages was $916, of which $602 represented the cost of translation. The
notional cost of one meeting was $4,553, of which $4,194 represented the cost of
interpretation. Moreover, if the opening of every meeting held in New York
during a calendar year was delayed 10 minutes, the loss in unutilized conference
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resources would amount to around $875,000.

Conclusions and recommendations

45. The Committee on Conferences took note of the Chairman’s reports on
consultations held between the Chairman of the Committee and the chairmen of
bodies that had consistently utilized less than the applicable benchmark figure
of their allocated resources for the past three sessions, and on the replies
received from the chairmen of subsidiary bodies that had utilized less than
80 per cent of their conference-servicing resources in 1994.

46. The Committee requested its Chairman to continue to consult on its behalf
with the chairmen of bodies that had consistently utilized less than the
applicable benchmark figure of their allocated resources for the past three
sessions, with a view to making appropriate recommendations in order to achieve
the optimum utilization of conference-servicing resources.

47. The Committee further requested its Chairman to transmit a letter to the
chairmen of subsidiary bodies that had utilized less than 80 per cent of their
conference-servicing resources in 1995 to invite them to report on measures
taken to improve their utilization of those resources and realistically to
assess their need for such resources, with a view to reducing the conference
resources requested.

48. The Committee took note of the oral report on the consultations with
various bodies and committees to ensure rational allocation and capacity
utilization of all United Nations conference facilities at Headquarters, United
Nations Offices and other duty stations, and decided to revert to the matter at
a future session.

49. The Committee also took note of the report contained in document A/51/253
on the active dialogue between Conference Services and the substantive
secretariats of intergovernmental bodies. It endorsed the idea of the
Secretariat to make the active dialogue a permanent coordination feature, and
directed that such action should be taken at Headquarters, as well as at the
United Nations Office at Geneva and the United Nations Office at Vienna, where
it had noted a need for improved coordination, including between the Secretariat
and Member States, in the scheduling of meetings.

50. The Committee recommended that its Chairman, with the assistance of the
Secretariat, should circulate a one-page communication to the members of
intergovernmental bodies, through their chairmen, emphasizing the importance of
starting meetings in a timely manner and indicating the current costs of
conference servicing, as well as measures that could be taken to improve
utilization of conference-servicing resources.

3. Provision of interpretation services to meetings of
regional and other major groupings of Member States

Introduction and overview

51. In paragraph 13 of its resolution 50/206 A, the General Assembly had
requested the Secretary-General to provide, within the resources approved for
conference services in the biennium 1996-1997, interpretation services to
meetings of regional and other major groupings of Member States upon request by
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those groupings, taking into account the priority due to meetings included in
the calendar of conferences and meetings, and to submit a report on the
implementation of this decision to the General Assembly at its fifty-first
session through the Committee on Conferences.

52. At the 390th meeting, on 19 August 1996, the Secretariat presented an oral
report on the matter.

Discussion

53. The view was expressed that meetings of regional and other major groupings
of States were a valuable mechanism for intergovernmental discussion, as they
facilitated consultations and exchange of information and were an integral part
of the decision-making process.

54. Concern was expressed about finding ways and means to provide conference
services to such meetings in view of the limited resources currently available
to that end.

55. The view was expressed that the Office of Conference and Support Services
had an obligation to service scheduled meeting of United Nations bodies as a
priority and that all meetings of regional and other major groupings of States
should continue to be serviced on an "as available" basis.

Conclusions and recommendations

56. The Committee on Conferences took note of the report on provision of
interpretation services to meetings of regional and other major groupings of
Member States.

57. In view of the importance of meetings of regional and other major groupings
of Member States for the smooth functioning of sessional bodies, the Committee
expressed concern that 35 per cent of requests for interpretation services for
such meetings had been denied. Nonetheless, it recognized that meetings of
Charter and mandated bodies must be serviced as a priority.

58. The Committee urged intergovernmental bodies to spare no effort in the
planning stage to take into account meetings of their regional and other major
groupings of Member States, and to dovetail such meetings with those of the
sessional body. In addition, intergovernmental bodies should notify Conference
Services well in advance of any cancellations so that unutilized conference-
servicing resources could, to the extent possible, be reassigned to meetings of
regional and other major groupings of States.

4. Cost-accounting system for conference services

Introduction and overview

59. At its 382nd meeting, the Committee requested the Secretariat to develop as
soon as possible a cost-accounting system for conference services, and requested
the Secretariat to report on cost estimates of conferences, including estimates
of losses incurred as a result of underutilization of conference-servicing
resources.
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60. Moreover, in paragraph 1 of its resolution 50/206 D of 23 December 1995,
the General Assembly had requested the Secretary-General to develop as soon as
possible a comprehensive and accurate cost-accounting system for conference
services, to report on the progress of its implementation to the General
Assembly through the Committee on Conferences and to report the results of its
use to the Assembly through the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions, in accordance with their respective mandates.

61. At its 391st meeting, on 19 August 1996, the Committee on Conferences
considered a conference room paper on the matter (A/AC.172/1996/CRP.3).

Discussion

62. Deep concern was expressed that the note by the Secretariat did not provide
the information requested on the development of a cost-accounting system for
conference services. The conference room paper was instead an interim report
containing interesting ideas that should be amplified as soon as possible. The
final comprehensive report should contain information on the relevant work being
carried out by various entities within the Organization.

63. The development of a cost-accounting system would raise the awareness of
intergovernmental bodies about the financial implications of their utilization
of the resources allocated to them.

Conclusions and recommendations

64. The Committee on Conferences took note of the conference room paper on the
cost-accounting system for conference services contained in document
A/AC.172/1996/CRP.3. It requested the Secretariat to continue to develop the
cost-accounting system on a priority basis, and to report thereon to the
Committee at its substantive session of 1997.

65. The Committee regretted that the Secretariat had not yet been able to
devise the cost-accounting system as requested by the General Assembly, and
expressed the view that in-house resources should be utilized to develop the
cost-accounting system without recourse to outside consultants.

D. Requests for exceptions to section I, paragraph 7 ,
of General Assembly resolution 40/243

Introduction and overview

66. At its 391st meeting, on 19 August 1996, the Committee considered a note by
its secretariat containing requests from subsidiary bodies for exceptions to be
made to section I, paragraph 7, of General Assembly resolution 40/243 of
18 December 1985, which states that no subsidiary organ of the General Assembly
may meet at United Nations Headquarters during a regular session of the Assembly
unless explicitly authorized by the Assembly (A/AC.172/1996/CRP.4). At its
395th meeting, on 23 August 1996, the Committee was informed orally of a request
from the Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations for an exception to the
aforementioned resolution, and of the need of the Committee on Conferences
itself to meet at Headquarters during the upcoming session of the General
Assembly.
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67. In accordance with the procedure established by the Committee, the requests
included explanations as to (a) why the bodies wished to meet; (b) why they had
not completed their work by the deadline of 1 September laid down in section I,
paragraph 6, of resolution 40/243; (c) why it was necessary to meet during the
Assembly session; and (d) how many meetings would be required. Statistical
information was also provided on the number of meetings, if any, the bodies
concerned had held during the fiftieth session of the Assembly and the
efficiency with which they had utilized the resources made available to them.

Discussion

68. Concern was expressed that bodies requesting to meet in New York during the
General Assembly were not necessarily utilizing fully the meeting time allotted
to them.

Conclusions and recommendations

69. The Committee on Conferences recommended to the General Assembly that it
explicitly authorize the following bodies to meet in New York during the fifty-
first session of the General Assembly, on the understanding that meetings would
have to be accommodated as facilities and services became available so that the
activities of the Assembly itself were not adversely affected: Committee on
Relations with the Host Country; Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People; Working Group on the Financing of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East;
Executive Board of the United Nations Children’s Fund; Special Committee on
Peacekeeping Operations; and Committee on Conferences.

70. The Committee requested the Secretariat, when drafting the letters of
authorization to the aforementioned bodies, to continue to include data on their
utilization of conference-servicing resources when they had met in the past
during the General Assembly and to encourage the bodies in question, inter alia ,
to inform the Secretariat of the anticipated duration of meetings so as to
achieve maximum utilization of conference-servicing resources.
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II. CONTROL AND LIMITATION OF DOCUMENTATION

A. Implementation of General Assembly resolution 50/206 C ;
provision of written meeting records to subsidiary
organs of the General Assembly; implementation of the
rules and regulations on control and limitation of
documentation: compliance with, and review of, the 24 -
and 32-page limits for documentation; format of reports
of subsidiary bodies; access to the optical disk system
by developing countries

Introduction and overview

71. In paragraph 11 of its resolution 50/206 C of 23 December 1995, the General
Assembly had requested the Secretary-General to present to the Assembly at its
fifty-first session, through the Committee on Conferences and the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, a report on the
implementation of the measures called for under that resolution, including
information on possible savings.

72. At its 392nd and 393rd meetings, on 20 August 1996, the Committee
considered a comprehensive report of the Secretary-General (A/51/268) on the
matter, which included separate reports called for under paragraphs 3 and 4 of
resolution 50/206 B, paragraphs 2 and 9 (b) of resolution 50/206 C, and
paragraph 3 of resolution 50/206 D, regarding, respectively, provision of
written meeting records to subsidiary organs of the General Assembly;
implementation of the rules and regulations on control and limitation of
documentation: compliance with, and review of, the 24- and 32-page limits for
documentation; format of reports of subsidiary bodies; and access to the optical
disk system by developing countries.

Discussion

73. With regard to part IV of the report, regret was expressed that only two
bodies had taken positive action in compliance with General Assembly resolution
50/206 C. The bureaux of all intergovernmental bodies should urge Member States
to spare no effort to consolidate and shorten reports, review their need for
documentation in general and for recurrent documentation in particular,
biennialize and triennialize agenda items and comply with the rules to control
and limit documentation. In addition, information should be provided to the
secretariats of intergovernmental bodies on ways and means of achieving
economies in documentation.

74. Note was taken with appreciation of the positive results of the experiment
carried out by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to use unedited
transcripts instead of verbatim records. Updated reports on the progress of the
experiment would be welcome.

75. As to part V of the report, the view was expressed that, while unedited
transcripts were not an ideal solution, they could be issued and corrected more
speedily than verbatim and summary records and appeared to be a satisfactory
cost-efficiency measure. In that regard, it would be useful to have a thorough
cost analysis of written meeting records and of unedited transcripts.

76. The view was also expressed that unedited transcripts, which were still
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being used on an experimental basis at Vienna, were of doubtful benefit.
Delegations had yet to make recommendations about the change in records.

77. It would be useful to inform bodies entitled to written meeting records
about the cost benefits that might derive from using unedited transcripts, and
encourage them to request such transcripts at one meeting on an experimental
basis to supplement their usual records. The Secretariat assured the Committee
that such an experiment could be absorbed within existing resources.

78. Regarding part II of the report, regret was expressed that a cost analysis
had not been included. Non-compliance with established page limits was a
particular problem with documents not originating in the Secretariat. It would
be useful if intergovernmental bodies developed a strategy to ensure compliance,
inter alia , by carefully reviewing requests for reports and the possibility of
drafting them within the limits, on the basis of information provided by the
Secretariat at the time of the request.

79. As to part VI of the report, the view was expressed that considerable
progress had been made to connect missions to the optical disk system. The
intention was noted to offer access to the system for all Permanent and Observer
Missions through the Internet by 1 November 1996. The view was also expressed
that the report did not provide the proposals requested by the General Assembly
in paragraph 3 of its resolution 50/206 D, on facilitating access by developing
countries to the optical disk system in all official languages, taking into
account the possible savings from reduced copying and distribution costs.

80. Regarding possible economies resulting from access to the optical disk
system, the representative of the Secretariat noted that the system was an
additional service and not a substitute for hard copy. Indeed, missions
connected to it had not reduced requests for hard copy. Nonetheless, the
Secretariat had managed to reduce print runs as a result of the new technology,
and the number of documents in stock had been halved.

81. Concern was expressed about access to restricted documents, particularly in
view of wide public access to the Internet. The representative of the
Secretariat assured the Committee that documents with restricted circulation
were not currently introduced into the system. It was suggested that a
password-access system should be used to restrict access to sensitive documents
on the optical disk system.

82. Concern was also expressed about the posting on the Internet of documents
in one language only or of documents that had yet to be edited or cleared. The
representative of the Secretariat assured the Committee that the Secretariat
only introduced into the optical disk system documents issued in all languages.
It was suggested that such documents be identified, for example, by an asterisk.

83. It was stated that the difficulties many developing countries faced in
arranging for connection to the optical disk system would not be overcome simply
by offering access to it through the Internet.

84. The view was expressed that, during the transitional period, the use of
such technologies as the optical disk system and the Internet should not
constitute an alternative to traditional documents.
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Conclusions and recommendations

85. The Committee on Conferences took note of the report of the Secretary-
General contained in document A/51/268.

86. The Committee noted with appreciation the actions taken by the Committee on
Natural Resources and the Committee on Relations with the Host Country to
streamline their documentation.

87. The Committee recommended to the General Assembly that it reiterate its
recommendations on control and limitation of documentation made to
intergovernmental bodies contained in resolution 50/206 C and request
intergovernmental bodies to report to it, through the Committee on Conferences,
on measures taken to control and limit documentation.

88. The Committee recommended to the General Assembly that it request the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to continue to keep it informed,
through the Committee on Conferences, of its experience with the use of unedited
verbatim transcripts.

89. The Committee, taking into account the assurance given by the Secretariat
in paragraph 77 above, requested its Chairman to transmit a letter to the
chairmen of intergovernmental bodies that received written meeting records to
inform them of the relevant discussion within the Committee and of the notional
costs of written meeting records and unedited verbatim transcripts, and to
invite them to consider the possibility of requesting the Secretariat to issue
unedited transcripts of one meeting for comparison purposes with a view to the
possible substitution of such transcripts for their usual records in the future.

90. The Committee recommended to the General Assembly that it stress once again
the need for strict compliance with the existing limits of 24 and 32 pages.

91. The Committee recommended to the General Assembly that it should request
the Secretariat to submit to it, every two years through the Committee on
Conferences, updated information on the number and length of documents.

92. The Committee reiterated that the Secretariat, to the extent possible,
should inform bodies, at the time they requested reports, whether the documents
could be produced within established page limits.

93. The Committee recommended to the General Assembly that it request the
Secretariat to pursue its efforts with a view to improving the quality in the
substance and presentation of documentation, applying new publishing techniques
to enhance readability and reduce consumption of paper.

94. The Committee recommended that working documents in all languages on the
daily list of documents or in the Journal introduced into the optical disk
system be identified, for example, with an asterisk.

95. The Committee recommended that, during the transitional period, the use of
such technologies as the optical disk system and the Internet should not
constitute an alternative to traditional documents.

96. The Committee recommended to the General Assembly that it request the
Secretariat to provide proposals in accordance with paragraph 3 of its
resolution 50/206 D, on facilitating access by developing countries to the
optical disk system in all official languages.
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B. Translation-related matters

Introduction and overview

97. At its 384th meeting, on 22 August 1995, the Committee took note of the
oral report presented by the representative of the Secretariat in accordance
with paragraph 7 of General Assembly resolution 49/221 B of 23 December 1994,
welcomed the actions taken to improve the quality of translation into all
official languages, in particular the efforts of the Arabic Translation Service
to implement the proposal contained in the report of the Committee on
Conferences to the Assembly at its forty-ninth session 2 / and encouraged the
Secretariat to pursue its efforts towards implementing phase II of the proposal.

98. Moreover, in paragraph 4 of its resolution 50/206 E, the General Assembly
had noted the actions taken to improve the quality of translation into all
official languages, in particular the efforts of the Arabic Translation Service
to implement the aforementioned proposal, requested the Secretary-General to
undertake a thorough review of the terminology and technical methods used in
translation into Arabic, and urged the Secretariat to speed up its efforts
towards the implementation of phase II of the proposal and to report thereon to
the Committee on Conferences at its substantive session of 1996.

99. At its 393rd meeting, on 20 August 1996, the Secretariat provided an oral
report on the foregoing translation-related matters.

Discussion

100. Appreciation was expressed for the oral report presented on translation-
related matters. The progress achieved in improving the quality of translation
in general and of Arabic translation in particular was praiseworthy, and the
Secretariat should pursue its efforts in that regard.

Conclusions and recommendations

101. The Committee on Conferences commended the translation services for the
strong efforts made to improve the quality of translation of documents in all
the official languages of the Organization, and encouraged those services to
continue to spare no effort to that end.
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III. UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS POLICY: IMPLEMENTATION OF
GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 43/222 B, PARAGRAPH 4 (h)

Introduction and overview

102. At its 335th meeting, on 24 August 1992, the Committee on Conferences had
reviewed a conference room paper that contained an annotated provisional outline
of the report on publications policies called for in General Assembly resolution
46/185 B of 20 December 1991, section VI (A/AC.172/1992/CRP.1). At the same
meeting, the Committee had requested the Secretariat to proceed with the report
on publications as outlined in the conference room paper, taking into account
the views expressed during the discussion.

103. At its 346th meeting, on 17 May 1993, the Committee had considered the
draft report of the Secretary-General on United Nations publications policy
(A/AC.172/153, annex). The Committee had recommended that its comments and
observations be taken into account in the preparation of the final report of the
Secretary-General on publications policy to be submitted to the General Assembly
at its forty-eighth session (A/C.5/48/10).

104. At its 391st meeting, on 19 August 1996, the Committee on Conferences
considered the aforementioned report on publications policy.

Discussion

105. In introducing the item, the representative of the Secretariat, noting that
the Fifth Committee had yet to review the report on publications policy,
informed the Committee that the Joint Inspection Unit was currently finalizing,
for submission to the General Assembly at its fifty-first session, a
comprehensive survey on the role publications played in implementing mandates of
intergovernmental bodies and the extent to which recurrent publications could be
made more cost-effective in that regard.

Conclusion and recommendation

106. The Committee on Conferences recommended that the General Assembly consider
the report on publications policy contained in document A/C.5/48/10 together
with the results of the aforementioned survey carried out by the Joint
Inspection Unit.
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IV. REVIEW OF THE PROGRAMME PERFORMANCE OF THE UNITED
NATIONS FOR THE BIENNIUM 1994-1995: SECTION 25E,
CONFERENCE SERVICES

Introduction and overview

107. In its resolution 39/238 of 18 December 1984, the General Assembly had
approved the recommendations of the Committee for Programme and Coordination,
including the recommendation that relevant intergovernmental bodies review the
programme performance report.

108. In accordance with that resolution, the Committee on Conferences considered
the programme performance for the biennium 1994-1995 for Conference Services.

Discussion

109. Explanations were provided by the Secretariat regarding the discrepancies
between outputs programmed and actual delivery of conference services in the
biennium 1994-1995. Factors contributing to the discrepancies included
increases in workload, restructuring in relevant areas of the Secretariat and
changes in the methodology utilized to derive statistics.

Conclusions and recommendations

110. The Committee took note of the report contained in document A/51/128 and
Add.1. The Committee recommended that the General Assembly consider together
the report on publications policy contained in document A/C.5/48/10 and the
forthcoming report on publications of the Joint Inspection Unit, and wished to
draw the attention of the Assembly to paragraphs 33 to 37 of document A/51/128,
concerning publications.
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V. OTHER BUSINESS

A. Medium-term plan for the period 1998-2001: subprogramme
on conference services

Introduction and overview

111. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 43/219 of 21 December 1988,
the Committee on Conferences was invited to review the subprogramme on
conference services of the draft proposed medium-term plan for the period
1998-2001, as contained in document A/AC.172/1996/CRP.1.

112. At its 388th meeting, on 30 April 1996, the Committee reviewed the relevant
subprogramme.

Discussion

113. The Secretariat indicated that, in compliance with the new prototype of the
medium-term plan, the subprogramme, reflecting the organizational structure of
conference services, distinguished three main fields of activity: planning,
development and coordination; translation and editorial; and meetings and
documentation.

114. The view was expressed that the subprogramme must reflect the norms
established by the General Assembly on the timely provision of services and on
language arrangements. Clarification was sought and received regarding how the
staff resources and grade structure of the translation services would be
adjusted through the budget process to reflect the continuing increase in
documentation; the impact of increased reliance on contractual translation; and
the intent to expand the use of the optical disk system. The view was also
expressed that technological innovations should be cost-effective and user-
friendly.

Conclusions and recommendations

115. The Committee on Conferences expressed general agreement with the draft
subprogramme on conference services. It requested the Secretariat to mention in
the final version of the subprogramme that meeting and documentation services
should be provided in accordance with the resolutions and rules establishing
language arrangements for the various bodies and organs of the United Nations.

B. Impact on conference services of the report of the Secretary -
General on the proposed programme budget for the biennium
1996-1997

Background and introduction

116. Following the issuance of the report of the Secretary-General on the
proposed programme budget for the biennium 1996-1997 (A/C.5/50/57), the Bureau
of the Committee on Conferences decided that it was the responsibility of the
Committee to examine the impact of that report on conference services.
Subsequently, at its 388th meeting, on 30 April 1996, the Committee considered
the Secretary-General’s report.
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Discussion

117. With regard to the freezing of posts in the translation services,
reservations were expressed concerning the cutbacks within the Secretariat. The
view was expressed that the resulting difficulties should be taken into
consideration.

Conclusions and recommendations

118. The Committee on Conferences authorized its Chairman to send the following
letter to the Chairman of the Fifth Committee to apprise that Committee of its
concerns and views:

"Following the issuance of the Secretary-General’s report on the
proposed programme budget for the biennium 1996-1997 (A/C.5/50/57), the
Bureau of the Committee on Conferences agreed that it was the
responsibility of the Committee to examine the impact of that report on
Conference Services. Subsequently, at its 388th meeting, on 30 April 1996,
the Committee considered the Secretary-General’s report.

"In informing the Committee of the impact of the proposals, the
Secretariat indicated that programme managers had been instructed to
achieve savings of a certain order of magnitude ($26.75 million) and to
attain a vacancy rate of 6.4 per cent. That had involved a major exercise
for Conference Services, which kept its core staff at a lower level than
necessary to cover requirements and relied heavily on temporary assistance.
In order to achieve the required targets, it was necessary to reduce
temporary assistance, increase the use of self-revision and postpone the
purchase of computerized systems for use in the Translation Services as
well as other technological innovations, thereby deferring anticipated
productivity gains. Even after taking into account the capacity expected
to be released by the cancellation of scheduled meetings, available
resources would be sufficient to service only those meetings approved in
the calendar of conferences, and no additional meetings requested by any
intergovernmental organ could be accommodated without additional resources.
Document-processing capacity would also be reduced, in which connection
priority would be given to parliamentary documentation, rather than meeting
records and publications.

"The Committee expressed its concern at the impact of these measures
on the capacity of Conference Services to meet mandated activities, in
terms of both servicing meetings and processing documentation. In
particular it stressed that the concurrence of the body concerned must be
sought before any action was taken to alter entitlements to meetings; that
increased reliance on self-revision should not impair translation quality;
and that all official languages must receive equal treatment. The
Committee also noted that the deferral of technological innovations,
including the modernization of the text-processing services at the United
Nations Office at Vienna, would be counterproductive in terms of cost-
effectiveness. More information on the impact of the measures must be
provided to enable the General Assembly to take an informed decision.

"I should be grateful if you would have this letter circulated to the
members of the Fifth Committee to apprise them of the views of the
Committee on Conferences."
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C. Host country agreements

Introduction and overview

119. At its 388th meeting, on 30 April 1996, the Committee on Conferences
decided to take up at its substantive session of 1996 the proposal from the
Office of Legal Affairs concerning the negotiation of agreements with States to
host United Nations conferences. At its 393rd meeting, on 20 August 1996, the
Committee considered the matter of host country agreements.

Discussion

120. In introducing the report, the representative of the Secretariat noted that
on occasion difficulties had arisen, and much time had been spent, in the
negotiation and conclusion of host country agreements between the United Nations
and Governments issuing invitations to host United Nations meetings and
conferences away from established headquarters. It was the established practice
to conclude such agreements on the basis of a model agreement contained in an
administrative instruction issued by the Secretariat (ST/AI/342). In the view
of the Secretariat, in order to facilitate the timely negotiation of such
agreements and achieve greater efficiency in time spent thereon, there was a
need for the General Assembly, when accepting an invitation from a Member State
to host a conference or meeting away from its established headquarters, to
specify that an appropriate host country agreement between the United Nations
and the State concerned should be concluded successfully and in a timely manner.

Conclusions and recommendations

121. The Committee recommended that Member States be informed of the existence
of the model host country agreement contained in administrative instruction
ST/AI/342 in order to make them aware of the arrangements required in hosting a
conference or meeting.

122. The Committee also recommended that the body accepting the invitation be
kept informed, as appropriate, of the progress made in negotiating the host
country agreement in the course of preparations for a conference with a view to
encouraging the timely conclusion of a host country agreement before the
conference took place.

D. Audio recording of informal consultations

Introduction and overview

123. At its 392nd meeting, on 20 August 1996, the Committee on Conferences
agreed to take up the matter of audio recording of informal consultations.

Discussion

124. Upon inquiry, the representative of the Secretariat confirmed that, while
audio recording of informal consultations of the Main Committees was not the
usual practice, recordings were prepared at the request of their secretariats.
Once requested, such services continued to be provided until indication was made
that they were no longer required.
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Conclusions and recommendations

125. The Committee took note of the assurances given by the Secretariat that the
practice of making audio recordings of the informal consultations of
intergovernmental bodies would be discontinued and recommended that audio
recordings of informal consultations of any intergovernmental body should not be
made unless the body concerned decided otherwise.

E. E-mail address for the transmission of requests for meeting
rooms for the convening of bilateral meetings

Introduction and overview

126. At its 392nd meeting, on 20 August 1996, the Committee on Conferences
agreed to take up the matter of an e-mail address for the transmission of
requests for meeting rooms for the convening of bilateral meetings.

Conclusions and recommendations

127. The Committee commended the Secretariat for the exemplary way in which
General Assembly resolution 49/221 D of 23 December 1994 had been implemented
and for its contribution to the successful conclusion of the general debate and
the special commemorative meeting during the fiftieth session of the General
Assembly.

128. The Committee recommended that the Secretariat proceed with the
establishment of an e-mail capacity through which delegations could make
requests for the use of meeting rooms for the convening of bilateral meetings
and contacts among Member States during the period of the general debate of the
General Assembly session.
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VI. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

A. Membership

129. The General Assembly, in its resolution 43/222 B of 21 December 1988, had
decided to retain the Committee on Conferences as a permanent subsidiary organ.
Pursuant to that resolution, the Committee in 1996 was composed of the following
Member States: Austria, Bahamas, Belgium, Chile, Egypt, France, Gabon, Ghana,
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Latvia, Morocco,
Nepal, Pakistan, Russian Federation, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Senegal
and United States of America.

B. Officers

130. The Committee elected the following officers to serve in 1996:

Chairman : Mr. El Hassane Zahid (Morocco)

Vice-Chairmen : Mr. Hideki Goda (Japan)
Ms. Elisabeth Kornfeind (Austria)
Ms. Mara Treimanis (Latvia)

Rapporteur : Mrs. Sharon Brennen-Haylock (Bahamas)

131. At its organizational session for 1996 (387th meeting), on 1 February 1996,
the Committee agreed in principle that the Chairman would undertake informal
consultations with a view to determining the composition of the Committee’s
Bureau in 1997.

C. Organization of work

132. At its 387th meeting, the Committee agreed to meet as required to take up
matters related to the calendar of conferences and its implementation, in
particular the consideration of inter-sessional departures from the approved
calendar. At the same meeting, the Committee requested the Secretariat to
submit a draft agenda for 1997 at the organizational session to be held early in
1997. The Committee met on 30 April 1996 (388th meeting) to examine the impact
on Conference Services of the measures set forth in the Secretary-General’s
report on the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1996-1997 (A/C.5/50/57)
and to review the subprogramme on Conference Services of the draft proposed
medium-term plan for the period 1998-2001. It also met on 3 June 1996
(389th meeting) to consider certain changes to the calendar of conferences and
meetings for 1996. The Committee convened its substantive session on 19, 20, 22
and 23 August 1996 (390th to 395th meetings) and its resumed substantive session
on 19 September 1996 (396th meeting).

133. At its 393rd meeting, the Committee decided to limit its future meetings
schedule to a one-meeting organizational session, a three-day substantive
session in August and one meeting during the General Assembly, thereby reducing
its meeting time by 22 per cent.
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D. Programme of work

134. At its organizational session for 1995, on 23 March 1995, the Committee had
requested the Secretariat to submit to it, at its organizational session for
1996, a draft agenda for 1996, which was subsequently issued in document
A/AC.172/1996/L.1 and adopted by the Committee (A/AC.172/1996/1).

135. The Assistant Secretary-General for Conference and Support Services and the
Director of Conference Services, respectively, addressed the Committee at the
opening of its organizational and substantive sessions.
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VII. WORK OF THE COMMITTEE DURING THE FIFTIETH SESSION
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FROM 19 SEPTEMBER TO
23 DECEMBER 1995

136. The Committee was seized with the following requests:

Committee Request Action taken

Committee on the Exercise
of the Inalienable Rights
of the Palestinian People

To convene meetings,
seminars and
symposia in various
regions

Recommended to the General
Assembly that it grant an
exception to section I,
paragraph 4, of resolution
40/243, thereby
authorizing the Committee
to meet away from its
established headquarters

Ad Hoc Committee of the
Whole of the Fiftieth
Session of the General
Assembly concerning the
United Nations New Agenda
for the Development of
Africa in the 1990s

To meet in New York
for a period of
10 working days in
September 1996

Recommended to the General
Assembly that it grant an
exception to section I,
paragraph 6, of resolution
40/243, thereby
authorizing the Ad Hoc
Committee to meet in New
York in September 1996

Notes

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Fiftieth Session, Supplement
No. 32 and addenda (A/50/32 and Add.1 and 2), annex II.

2/ Ibid., Forty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 32 (A/49/32/Rev.1),
annex II.
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Annex

Draft revised calendar of conferences and meetings of
the United Nations and of the principal organs of the
specialized agencies and the International Atomic

Energy Agency for 1997

Explanatory notes

The following abbreviations are used in the annex:

In the column headed "Organ "

ECA Economic Commission for Africa

ECE Economic Commission for Europe

ECLAC Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean

ESCAP Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

ESCWA Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

IAEA International Atomic Energy Agency

ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization

ICSC International Civil Service Commission

IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development

ILO International Labour Organization

IMF International Monetary Fund

IMO International Maritime Organization

INSTRAW International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement
of Women

ITU International Telecommunication Union

NGO Non-governmental organization

UNCITRAL United Nations Commission on International Trade Law

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
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UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund

UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund

UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization

UNITAR United Nations Institute for Training and Research

UNRWA United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in
the Near East

UNU United Nations University

UPU Universal Postal Union

WHO World Health Organization

WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization

WMO World Meteorological Organization

In the column headed "Membership "

G Governments

E Experts

ST Secretariat or secretariats

In the column headed "Servicing "

I Interpretation

T Translation

PV Verbatim records

SR Summary records
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(Footnotes to table)

________________________

a/ The languages in which interpretation will be provided are indicated.
Languages in which translation and meeting records will be provided vary
according to the rules of procedure applicable to the body concerned and, in the
case of some working groups and similar bodies, according to the actual
requirements when these are less than would be provided under the rules of
procedure.

b/ Open to the participation of all interested States members of UNCTAD
(UNCTAD resolution 80 (III), para. 9).

c/ The Committee on Conferences has recommended that the General Assembly
should consider the budgetary impact of any meetings added to the calendar of
conferences and meetings, taking into account the letter from the Chairman of
the Committee on Conferences to the Chairman of the Fifth Committee contained in
document A/C.5/50/66 (see para. 18 of the present report).

d/ For plenary meetings only.

e/ It has been the practice to provide verbatim records for plenary
meetings and First Committee meetings only.

f / When holding oral hearings.
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C. Draft revised calendar of conferences and meetings of
the principal organs of the specialized agencies and
the International Atomic Energy Agency for 1997

Organ Dates (1997) Location

1. WHO - Executive Board, ninety-ninth
session

13-24 January Geneva

2. ICAO - Committee, one hundred and
fiftieth session

20 January-
7 February

Montreal

3. IFAD - Governing Council 20-21 February Rome

4. ICAO - Council, one hundred and
fiftieth session

24 February-
21 March

Montreal

5. IAEA - Board of Governors 17-21 March Vienna

6. ILO - Governing Body and its
committees, two hundred and sixty-
eighth session

3-24 April Geneva

7. UNIDO - Programme and Budget Committee,
thirteenth session

21-25 April Vienna

8. UPU - Postal Operation Council 21 April-2 May Berne

9. ICAO - Committee, one hundred and
fifty-first session

21 April-9 May Montreal

10. IAEA - Administrative and Budgetary
Committee

5-8 May Vienna

11. WHO - World Health Assembly, fiftieth
session

5-16 May Geneva

12. WHO - Executive Board, one hundredth
session

19-20 May Geneva

13. UNESCO - Executive Board, one hundred
and fifty-first session

26 May-11 June Paris

14. ICAO - Council, one hundred and fifty-
first session

26 May-20 June Montreal

15. FAO - Council, one hundred and twelfth
session

3-12 June Rome

16. ILO - General Conference, eighty-fourth
session

3-20 June Geneva

17. IAEA - Board of Governors 9-13 June Vienna

18. WMO - Executive Council, forty-ninth
session

10-21 June Geneva

19. ILO - Governing Body, two hundred and
sixty-ninth session

21 June Geneva

20. UNIDO - Industrial Development Board,
seventeenth session

23-27 June Vienna

21. IMO - Council, seventy-eighth session 23-27 June London
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Organ Dates (1997) Location

22. ITU - Council June
(2 weeks)

Geneva

23. IAEA - Board of Governors 22-26 September Vienna

24. WIPO - Governing bodies 22 September-
1 October

Geneva

25. IMF/World Bank - Joint annual meetings
of the Boards of Governors

23-25 September Hong Kong

26. IAEA - General Conference 29 September-
2 October

Vienna

27. ICAO - Committee, one hundred and
fifty-second session

29 September-
17 October

Montreal

28. UPU - Council of Administration September/October Berne

29. UNESCO - Executive Board, one hundred
and fifty-second session

3-17 October Paris

30. IAEA - Board of Governors 6 October Vienna

31. UNESCO, General Conference, twenty-
ninth session

October/November Paris

32. ICAO - Council, one hundred and fifty-
second session

3-28 November Montreal

33. FAO - Council, one hundred and
thirteenth session

4-6 November Rome

34. ILO - Governing Body and its
Committees, two hundred and seventieth
session

6-20 November Geneva

35. FAO - Conference, twenty-ninth session 7-20 November Rome

36. IMO - Council, fourteenth extraordinary
session

14 November London

37. IMO - Assembly, twentieth session 17-28 November London

38. FAO - Council, one hundred and
fourteenth session

21 November Rome

39. IAEA - Technical Assistance and
Cooperation Committee

24-27 November Vienna

40. IMO - Council, seventy-ninth session 28 November London

41. UNESCO - Executive Board, one hundred
and fifty-third session

November Paris

42. UNIDO - General Conference, seventh
session

1-5 December Vienna

43. IAEA - Board of Governors 8 December Vienna
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