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LETTER DATED 31 JULY 1996 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE OF
THE | SLAM C REPUBLI C OF | RAN TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED
TO THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

Upon instruction frommy CGovernnent, and with reference to the letter dated
30 June 1996 fromthe Foreign Mnister of Irag contained in Security Counci
docunent S/1996/514, | have the honour to state the foll ow ng.

Irag's sernmon about the need for closing the gap between provisions of
international law and their application and for the pronotion of respect for
i nternational hunmanitarian | aw sounds good, however disingenuous in the |ight of
its record. lraq' s actions since 1980, including its action concerning the
prisoners of war which is in breach of 1949 Geneva Convention Relative to the
Treatnent of Prisoners of War speak louder than Iraq's words in the letter of
its Foreign Mnister contained in Security Council document S/1996/514.

Irag's adoption of a superfluous high noral ground cannot conceal its
glaring violations of the 1949 Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatnent of
Prisoners of Wr. It continues to hold a |large nunber of Iranian prisoners of
war incomuni cado and in secret canps and, worse, it persists in denying holding
any lranian prisoners of war despite a |arge body of irrefutable and materia
evidence to the contrary. As early as 14 Septenber 1995, an agreenent was
signed at Tehran by the representatives of both Governnents in the formof an
agreed mnute to exchange the conplete lists of prisoners of war as the first
step towards ending the untold suffering of the renaining prisoners of war
However, again the Government of lraq practically blocked the inplenentation of
the agreenment by procrastination and inaction.

A retrospective look at Iragq's record vis-a-vis the prisoners of war may
shed some light on its present stance on the issue. It may be recalled that
follow ng the cease-fire when the process of repatriation started, the
Government of Iraq astonished the international comunity and the Internationa
Committee of the Red Cross (I CRC) by the disclosure that it had held nore than
20,000 Iranian prisoners of war in secret canps away fromI|CRC - sone for nearly
eight years - in clear violation of the registration requirenent of the
prisoners of war under the Convention
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Such a flagrant violation was revealed at a tinme when, just |ike today,
Iraq claimed full cooperation with ICRC on the one hand and respect for the
rules of international humanitarian | aw on the other. The Covernnent of the
Islamic Republic of Iran believes that neither the practice nor the rhetoric of

the Governnent of Iraq in respect of prisoners of war has changed. Iraq
continues to hold Iranian prisoners of war in secret canps, and |ike before,
away fromICRC. Iraq is under international obligation to waste no tinme in

registering the remaining lIranian prisoners of war about whose detention in Iraq
anpl e evidence exists, and for providing that list to the Iranian authorities as
agreed upon at Tehran on 14 Septenber 1995, and thereby paving the way for a
final solution to this outstanding and sad humanitarian i ssue. For a detailed
position of the Islamc Republic of Iran on this issue attention is drawn to the
note verbal e dated 1 February 1995 fromthe Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the

I slami ¢ Republic of Iran addressed to | CRC

It would be highly appreciated if this letter were circul ated as a docunent

of the Security Council.

(Signed) Kanal KHARRAZI
Anbassador
Per manent Representative



