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ANNEX

Communi qué of the seventeenth neeting of the Conference of
Heads of Government of the Caribbean Community, held at
Bri dgetown from3 to 7 July 1996

Heads of Governnent in attendance were: M. Lester Bird, Prine Mnister
and M nister for Foreign Affairs, Antigua and Barbuda; M. Oaen Arthur, Prine
M ni ster and M nister of Finance and Economi c Affairs, Barbados;

M. Hubert Ingraham Prime Mnister of the Commonwealth of the Bahanas;

M. Manuel Esquivel, Prime Mnister and M nister of Finance and Econonic

Devel opnent, Belize; M. Edison Janes, Prine Mnister and M nister of External
Affairs, Legal Affairs and Labour, Commonweal th of Domi nica; M. Keith Mtchell,
Prime Mnister and Mnister for Foreign Affairs, Genada; M. Cheddi Jagan,
Presi dent of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana; M. Percival J. Patterson,
Prime Mnister and M nister of Defence, Janmica; M. Reuben Meade, Chief

M ni ster of Montserrat; M. Denzil Douglas, Prime Mnister of Saint Kitts and
Nevis; M. Vaughan Lewis, Prime Mnister of Saint Lucia; Sir James Mtchell,
Prime Mnister and M nister of Finance, Saint Vincent and the G enadines; and
M. Basdeo Panday, Prinme Mnister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. The
Head of Governnent of the Republic of Surinane, M. Runaldo R Venetiaan, was
represented by M. Jules Aj odha, Vice-President.

Heads of Governnent of the Associate States of the Community in attendance
were: M. Ralph T. O Neal, Chief Mnister of the British Virgin Islands and
M. Derek Taylor, Chief Mnister of the Turks and Cai cos Islands.

Heads of international organizations present at the Conference were:
Chi ef Eneka Anyaoku, Secretary-General of the Commonwealth; M. César Gaviria,
Secretary-Ceneral of the Oganization of American States; M. Jacques D ouf,
Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;
M. Sinmdn Mlina Duarte, Secretary-Ceneral of the Association of Caribbean
States and M. Carlos Mneta, Permanent Secretary of the Latin Anerican Econonic
Syst em ( SELA) .

M. Derek Hanekom Mnister of Agriculture and Land Affairs of the Republic
of South Africa, represented President Nel son Mandel a, and
Anbassador Joseph Verner Reed represented the Secretary-CGeneral of the United
Nati ons, M. Boutros Boutros-Ghali.

Messages were received fromthe Secretary-General of the United Nations and
the Governnents of the Denpcratic People's Republic of Korea, the Dom nican
Republic, Japan, the Republic of Costa Rica, the Republic of India and the
Republic of Venezuel a.

M. Woen Arthur, Prime M nister of Barbados and host Prime Mnister,
addressed the opening cerenony, warmy wel com ng his coll eague heads of
Governnment and chal | enging the Conference "to redefine and refocus the
everlasting interests of the Caribbean region in our dealings with the
i nternational community".
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M. Cheddi Jagan, President of Guyana and outgoing Chairman of the
Conference, urged the continuation of the region's quest for relief fromthe
debt burden; the Comunity's continued advocacy of a regional devel oprent fund
within the framework of the free trade area of the Anmericas; the pursuance of
the fight to ensure an acceptable resolution of the banana issue; and the
endor senent of the new gl obal human order as an all-enconpassi ng nmechanismto
secure the Community's future prosperity.

M. Lester Bird, Prine Mnister of Antigua and Barbuda and current Chairnman
of the Conference, delivered the feature address in which he forwarded the
position that the "need to return to the concept of a Caribbean conm ssion as
proposed by the West Indian Commission ... The work of such a conm ssion would
greatly enhance the decisi on-nmaking process in CAR COM and consi derably aid
heads of Governnment to focus on issues which require their specific attention to
nove the integration nmovenment forward, and by doing so, inprove the prospect of
a better life for the Caribbean people".

The opening cerenony was al so addressed by the newest nenber of the
Conference, M. Vaughan Lewis, Prime Mnister of Saint Lucia. M. Lew s voiced
the opinion that "Free trade has becone the central thene of internationa
econom c relations, and in the rush to give market forces the freest rein
possi ble, traditional alliances and friendships sonetines appear to have fallen
by the wayside. The continuing diplomatic assault on the arrangenents under
whi ch Saint Lucia and other Caribbean countries market their bananas in the
Eur opean Union is a case in point".

In his statenent, the Secretary-Ceneral of the Caribbean Community,
M. Edwin W Carrington, stressed that "we as small countries now need to nuster
all our resources of speed and tactical skill to hold our own" in the race to
secure a place in the twenty-first century. "To do so, however, the regiona
body politic must increasingly move in unison and be honed to the highest
possi bl e degree of uniformty".

The heads of CGovernment conferred the Conmmunity's triennial Award for Wnen
on Ms. Lucille Mathurin-Mair, a national of Jammica, for her lifetime of
sel fl ess and dedi cated service as a scholar, diplomat, international public
servant and activist for wonmen's rights.

The gl obal cont ext

The heads of CGovernnent were acutely aware that their neeting was taking
pl ace agai nst the backdrop of an international environment which presented an
ever-increasi ng nunber of conplex challenges. It was therefore inperative for
the region to devise a qualitatively different approach to internationa
econom ¢ and political issues and to develop a nore effective decision-naking
capacity in order to pronote its prosperity. This new approach would need to
recogni ze that as a result of globalization, production units and capita
traversed the gl obe in response only to market forces. |In addition the
intensification of regionalismhad given rise to the establishment of huge
trading bl ocs as nations, both in keeping with the econom c gl obalization
process and also in defence against it, seek to integrate their economes on a

l...
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scal e hitherto unknown. The comuni cations revol uti on had been an i nportant
factor in the dramatic and rapid transformati on of the structure of the world
econorny. Against this background, they considered and agreed to the foll ow ng:

Agricul tural devel opnent

The heads of CGovernnent, in a special session dedicated to agriculture,
agreed to a new vision for agriculture into the twenty-first century. This
vi sion focuses on agriculture as a business and addresses the requisites for
transformng the sector to nake it nore internationally conpetitive, with the
capability of inproving the inconme of the farmng community and contributing to
strengt hened food and nutrition security. A conprehensive review of the sector
identified its inportance to the econonmies of the region, its strengths and
weaknesses, particularly in the context of the threats and chall enges of the
changi ng hem spheric and gl obal environnent, and opportunities for growh and
devel opnent .

The heads of Government accepted that it was critical to create an
envi ronnent whi ch woul d encourage private sector investnent in agriculture and
pronote national initiatives for the transformation of the sector, wth support
fromregional |evel programmes. Anong the areas of focus at the national |eve
woul d be the strengthening of producer/ marketer organizations, pronotion of
production, provision of drainage and irrigation, inmprovenent in nmarketing
systens and associ ated infrastructure, the pronotion of agro-processing, the
control of praedial l|arceny and refinements in |and tenure policy and
regul ations. Conplenentary regional action would be in areas of policy
formul ati on support, human capital devel opnent, with an enphasis on
entrepreneurial skills at various |levels, research and technol ogy generation
focused on greater productivity, marketing and agri-business facilitation, water
resource managenent and institutional support. The continued devel opnent of the
fisheries and forestry sectors, which are based on renewabl e natural resources,
wi || be underpi nned by conservation of the environment and cooperati on anong
nenber States as well as nei ghbouring States.

The heads of CGovernment identified the financing of devel opnenta
activities in agriculture as warranting special attention. They recognized that
i nnovative solutions would be required. In this regard, they accepted the offer
of the Caribbean Devel opment Bank (CDB) to exam ne the needs and proffer
recomrendations to the Conference on this critical issue.

In view of the inportance of agriculture to the region, the heads of
Governnent agreed that the nechani smestablished for inplenmentation would begin
its work imedi ately and report to Mnisters of Agriculture within six nonths.
Heads of Government will keep this sector under continuous review, and it was
nmandat ed that a progress report be submtted to the Conference at its Eighth
I nt er- Sessi onal Meeti ng.

Issues relating to the marketing of CARI COM bananas

The heads of CGovernnent expressed strong concern over the state of the
Cari bbean banana industry, given the continuing threat to its sustainability



A 51/ 295
Engl i sh
Page 5

deriving fromactions by the United States of America, Ecuador, Cuatenal a,

Hondur as, Mexico and certain European countries. They agreed to intensify their
efforts to increase the | evel of awareness on the part of these countries of the
extrenmely vital inportance of the banana industry to the econom c and socia

wel | -being of the countries of the Caribbean. These efforts will include taking
full advantage of a special neeting of the countries of Central America and the
Cari bbean on bananas, to be convened in Belize in Cctober 1996, to seek an
agreed understandi ng between the Cari bbean and Central America on this matter
This neeting is being convened on the initiative of M. Oscar Arias, fornmer

Presi dent of Costa Rica.

The heads of Government further expressed concern at the decision of the
Banana Managenent Comm ttee of the European Union to increase the "dollar quota"
for the last quarter of 1996 from 2,200,000 to 2,553,000 tonnes; and called upon
the Union to take neasures to address the current over-supply of bananas on the
Eur opean narket .

The heads of Government acknow edged the exchange of correspondence between
Prime M nister Patterson, on behalf of CARICOM and President dinton of the
United States of America, and expressed their willingness to neet at any tine
with any country or group of countries in order to seek a resolution to the
di spute over the European banana nmarket. They al so agreed to continue to work
towards diversification within the banana industry including the introduction of
new products.

Singl e market and econony

The heads of CGovernnent expressed their appreciation for the work
undertaken at the special consultations, coordinated by Prime Mnister
Onen Arthur of Barbados, to refocus the activities for the establishnent of the
CARI COM Si ngl e Market and Econony (CSME). They endorsed the reconmendati ons
emanating fromthese consultations and, anong them a recommendation to allow
artists, nusicians, sportsmen and nmedi a personnel to nove and work throughout
the region. This recomrendation is in addition to the provisions for the free
nmoverent of university graduates in respect of whom | egislation has al ready been
i mpl enented by six menber States - Barbados, Dom nica, G enada, GQuyana, Januaica
and Saint Lucia. Trinidad and Tobago has recently introduced a bill to this
effect. |In the case of Quyana this |egislation coexists with previous
| egi slation which allows for the free novenent of several other categories of
persons. Antigua and Barbuda indicated its intention to introduce |egislation
shortly.

The heads of Government expressed satisfaction at the progress which has
been made with respect to the inplenentation of Phase Il of the Common Externa
Tariff (CET), which would take the CET to 0-25 per cent. They synpathized with
the difficulties of Antigua and Barbuda in neeting the deadline for the
i mpl ement ation of Phase Il as Hurricanes Marilyn and Luis had severely depleted
the resources of that country. Antigua and Barbuda will now inpl ement Phase ||
of the CET in April 1997. Saint Lucia has undertaken to inplenment Phase Il by
August 1996.
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The heads of CGovernnent noted that significant progress had been nmade in
the elimnation of non-tariff barriers to intraregional trade and that nenber
States had made a deternmined effort to discontinue the use of negative lists,
licensing, quantitative restrictions and discrimnatory internal taxes. Heads
of Governnent decided that all remaining non-tariff barriers to intraregiona
trade will be elimnated Decenber 1996.

The heads of CGovernment agreed that the Mnisters of Finance, the Centra
Bank Governors and heads of planni ng agenci es, should neet nore frequently to
deal with single market issues. They approved a plan proposed by the Council of
Central Bank CGovernors to address the issues of currency convertibility and
greater macroeconom ¢ convergence of the econom es of CARICOM Addressing these
two problens would i nprove the conditions for the free novenent of capital
integration of capital markets and nonetary union. Progress in these areas has
been sl owed because of the multiplicity of currencies and the exchange rate
regines within the community.

The heads of CGovernment agreed to establish a Council for Finance and
Pl anning in order to give focused attention to matters relating to capita
markets and financial integration within the CSME. They wel comed the signing by
the Prime Mnister of Saint Kitts and Nevis of the CARI COM Agreenent on Soci a
Security, during the course of the Conference.

Cari bbean I nvestnent Fund

The heads of CGovernnent received with satisfaction the report of the
Chairman of the ICW G oup of Conpanies Ltd., who advised that conditions
appeared to be propitious for |launching the Caribbean Investnent Fund (CF).
They agreed to nmodify the original agreenent to permit the fund to invest a part
of its resources in countries of the w der region of the Association of
Cari bbean States (ACS). The ICW Goup plans to raise US$ 50 million as initial
capital for the Fund over the next year. The original agreenent for the
est abl i shnent of the Caribbean Investnment Fund was signed by heads of Governnent
and the Chairman of the ICW Goup in Trinidad and Tobago in Cct ober 1993

The objective of CIF is to nmobilize foreign currency from extraregi ona
capital markets for investment in new ventures or in existing enterprises in the
region. The heads of State wel comed the signing by a nunber of nenber States of
t he suppl enental agreenent to the agreenent establishing the Caribbean
I nvest ment Fund during the course of the Conference.

| nsurance and reinsurance

The heads of CGovernnent adopted a package of recommendati ons aimed at
reducing the vulnerability of the region to the inpact of natural occurrences,
i mprovi ng and expanding the region's risk acceptance capacity, the devel opnent
of strong and effective insurance regul ation and regul atory capacity, and at
strengthening the institutional base for national disaster mtigation,
forecasting and assessnent. They expressed their deep appreciation to
M. Dennis Lalor, Chairman of the ICW G oup of Conpanies Ltd. and to the
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wor ki ng group which had devel oped these proposals, and commended the
recomendations to the insurance industry in the region. They nandated the
CARI COM secretariat to explore the possibility of obtaining assistance from
nmul tilateral agencies to facilitate the inplenentation of the recomendati ons.

Pronoting the Community's external trade relations

The heads of CGovernnent recognized that over the next few years the region
wi || be engaged in concurrent negotiations on the free trade area of the
Americas, its future relationship with the European Union as well as trade and
econom ¢ agreenents with countries and groups of countries in the hem sphere.

It will also have to deal with the fulfilment of its obligations under the Wrld
Trade Organi zation (WO, including a new round of gl obal negotiations and an

i ncreasi ng nunber of problenms such as the threat to preferential trade
arrangenents which it now enjoys. They also recognized that these processes
were not only conprehensive and diverse, but highly interrelated and will need
to be synchronized and coordi nated. They observed that limted human and
financial resources inmposed constraints on the region's ability to effectively
prepare for and participate in these negotiations.

Di scussions with the social partners

The heads of CGovernnent held discussions with the social partners - the
private sector, |abour and the non-governnmental organizations. They agreed that
it was essential to maintain fluid lines of conmunication and consultation with
these partners particularly with regard to their involvenent in negotiation
processes.

Regional Air Transportation

The heads of CGovernnent wel comed the signing by a nunber of menber States
of the Multilateral Air Services Agreenent during the course of the Conference.
They noted however the concerns expressed over recent devel opnents in the air
transportati on sector and agreed that the secretariat woul d make arrangenents
for a conprehensive study of the needs, realities and prospects of the sector
The objective of the study would be the rationalization of air transportation in
the region and the preparation of a strategic plan of options for its
devel opnent. The study woul d al so pay particular attention to air
transportation in the eastern and sout h-eastern Cari bbean and consi der the
effects on the region of the deregulation of air transportation occurring
internationally and extending into the nmetropolitan jurisdictions in the region

Charter of civil society

The heads of Covernment reaffirmed their conmtnent to a charter of civi
soci ety and noted the progress that had been made in its drafting. They
mandat ed the Attorneys-Ceneral and Mnisters of Legal Affairs to neet as early
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as possible to refine the draft charter in order to pernmt its signing at the
next inter-sessional neeting of the Conference.

Prot ocol anending the structure of the Community's
institutions and operations

The heads of CGovernnent considered the draft protocol intended to revise
t he organi zational structure, institutional arrangenents and voting procedures
of the Community with a view to expediting decision-naking and inpl enentation
They agreed on the need for further exam nation of the proposals. They
therefore mandated their Attorneys-General and Mnisters responsible for Lega
Affairs to exam ne the technical aspects of the protocol with a viewto
finalizing it for signature at the next inter-sessional neeting of the
Conf er ence.

Cari bbean Commi ssi on

The heads of CGovernnent, in considering the strengthening of the decision-
maki ng machi nery of CARI COM took note of the undertaking by the Governnents of
Anti gua and Barbuda and Trini dad and Tobago to jointly prepare a paper on the
est abl i shnent of a Cari bbean Commi ssion along the |ines suggested by the West
I ndi an Commi ssion, for consideration by heads of Governnment at their next
i nter-sessional meeting.

Assenbly of Caribbean Community Parli anentari ans

The heads of CGovernnent wel comed with satisfaction the convening of the
i naugural neeting of the Assenbly of Caribbean Community Parlianentarians
(ACCP), which was held in Barbados on 27 May 1996. They al so wel coned the fact
that the Governments of Montserrat and Saint Vincent and the G enadines had
signed, during the course of the Conference, the Agreenent for the establishnent
of an Assenbly of Caribbean Community Parlianentarians.

Belize/ Guatennl a rel ati ons

The heads of CGovernnent expressed their appreciation for the continued
cordial relations between Belize and Guatemala. They reaffirmed their ful
support for the sovereignty of Belize and for the preservation of Belize's
territorial integrity. They further expressed the hope for the early resunption
of discussions between Belize and Guatemala that could lead to a treaty
recogni zi ng Belize's existing and constitutional |and and sea boundari es.

GQuyanal/ Venezuel a rel ati ons

The heads of CGovernnent noted the status of Guyana/Venezuel a rel ations and
expressed their support for the Mlntyre process, under the auspices of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, as the mechani smfor peacefully
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resol ving the border controversy. They also reaffirned their strong support for
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of CGuyana.

Situation in Mntserrat

The heads of CGovernnent pledged the Conmunity's continuing support for the
Governent and peopl e of Mntserrat and urged the positive response of the
peopl e of the Community to assisting the Governnent and peopl e of Mntserrat,
particularly in the areas of health and agriculture. They noted with concern
the escalating difficulties being experienced by the Governnent and peopl e of
Montserrat in the face of volcanic activity in that country.

They expressed their satisfaction with the coordinating role played by the
Cari bbean Enmergency Di saster Response Agency (CDERA) in channelling the region's
assistance to Montserrat. They noted the efforts so far undertaken by the
CARI COM secretariat to coordi nate the provision of additional nedical personnel
They al so noted the urgent need for prefabricated housing units in Mntserrat
and wel coned the assistance being provided by the COB in this area. They
further noted the efforts of the Caribbean Agricultural Research and Devel opnent
Institute (CARDI) to coordinate activities geared at providing technical support
to the agricultural sector, particularly for irrigation systens.

The heads of CGovernment agreed to allow the free novenent of Montserratians
within their respective countries irrespective of qualification and w thout the
need for work permts in the CARICOM region, and noted that the Governnent of
Mont serrat woul d be approaching individual nmenber States on a bilateral basis in
regard to specific areas of assistance. They requested the Chief Mnister to
extend to the people of Montserrat the assurances of the region's solidarity
with themat this critical and difficult tine.

Saint Kitts and Nevis

The heads of CGovernnent expressed their deep concern over devel opnments in
Saint Kitts and Nevis regarding the announcenent by the Prem er of Nevis that
steps are being taken to separate Nevis from Saint Kitts and Nevis. The heads
of CGovernnent were troubled by the possible fragnmentation of Saint Kitts and
Nevi s and were equally concerned about its effect upon CARI COM as a whol e

The heads of CGovernnent urged that the constitutional process be respected
and followed by all parties; and further urged that all parties remain open to
efforts to reconcile their differences in the interest of the peoples of
Saint Kitts and Nevis and of CARICOM as a whole. In this connection, they
mandated M. Lester Bird, Prime Mnister of Antigua and Barbuda, as Chairnan of
the Conference to continue his efforts to nediate between the parties with a
viewto finding a mutually satisfactory solution to the current inpasse

The heads of Government al so authorized their Chairman to co-opt such
assistance as he may require to carry out the mandate, and to pursue with the
Commonweal th secretariat its offer to provide such assistance as may be
required.
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Devel opnent of West Indies cricket

The heads of CGovernnent received a report fromthe Chairman of the
Subcommittee on the Devel opment of West Indies Cricket which the Conference had
established at its seventh inter-sessional neeting. They were encouraged by the
new direction and thrust of the current adm nistration of the Wst Indies
Cricket Board, and pledged further and deeper consultation with the Board at the
earliest opportunity in order to agree on neasures whi ch nenber States night
take to re-establish Wst Indian cricket suprenacy.

Devel opnents regarding the University of the West |ndies

The heads of CGovernnent received with satisfaction a progress report on the
new system of governance devi sed by the University of the West Indies to focus
teachi ng and research on the devel opment needs of the region and which at the
same time endeavours to increase the cost-effectiveness of the University's
operations. They endorsed the Vice Chancellor's proposal for the Conference to
meet in special session to review the human resource requirenents of the region
at their eighteenth neeting. They agreed to request that the University Counci
grant an extension of Sir Alister McIntyre's tenure as Vice Chancellor. They
further agreed to support fully the fiftieth anniversary cel ebrati ons of the
University of the West Indies in 1998.

Rel ations with South Africa

The heads of CGovernnent wel conmed the presence at their mneeting of
M. Derek A. Hanekom Mnister of Agriculture and Land Affairs of South Africa
and speci al envoy of the President of South Africa, M. Nelson Mandel a. They
conveyed the Conmunity's proposal to dispatch a Mnisterial Trade and Investnent
M ssion to South Africa at a nmutually convenient date in 1997 and also to
establish a joint CARI COM Di plomatic Mssion in South Africa in the near future
to advance econonic, technical and cultural relations with the countries of
southern Africa and with the Southern African Devel opment Community ( SADC).

The Ganbi a

The heads of CGovernnent received a report fromthe Secretary-CGeneral of the
Commonweal th on the situation in the Ganbia, as well as agreements reached by
t he Conmonwealth M nisterial Action Goup (CMAG at their nmeeting on 24 to
25 June 1996 on that situation. They were also informed by the Prime M nister
of Saint Vincent and the G enadi nes concerning initiatives being undertaken by
hinself in consultation with the Secretary-General of the Comobnwealth with
regard to assisting the Governnment of the Ganbia in the restoration of
denocracy. They wel conmed these initiatives and expressed the hope that they
woul d result in the devel opnent of a constitutional framework befitting the
denocratic process in the Ganbia.
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Sierra Leone

The heads of CGovernnent took note of the report of the Secretary-General of
t he Conmonweal th on the stabilization of the situation in Sierra Leone and
wel coned the assi stance being given by a CARI COM nmenber State in the attachnent
of Justice Uric Cross of Trinidad and Tobago as a conciliator in the process.

Ni geria

The heads of CGovernnent heard fromthe Secretary-General of the
Commonweal t h on devel opnents in Nigeria and the recent neeting of the
Commonweal th M nisterial Action Goup. They took note of the report of the
United Nations fact-finding mssion to Nigeria. They also noted that consequent
to that report, the mlitary regine in N geria had adopted certain neasures in
response to the concerns expressed therein. They stressed however their concern
over the persistence of human rights violations by the mlitary reginme in that
country. It was agreed that many fundanmental changes remained to be rmade by the
Ni gerian authorities if the inposition of sanctions is to be avoided. They
reaffirmed their commtment to the decisions adopted at the Auckl and
Commonweal t h heads of Government neeting concerning the inposition of "soft
sanctions" against Nigeria and agreed to join Janaica and Canada in the
i mposition of sanctions if appropriate reforns were not introduced in the near
future.

Hai ti

The heads of CGovernnent considered devel opnents in Haiti and the region's
relations with that country. They wel comed the decision of the Security Counci
of the United Nations to maintain a United Nations support mssion in Haiti in
the light of the security requirements of the country. They reiterated their
call to the international conmunity to assist Haiti in its econom c and socia
reconstruction, particularly through the provision of human and fi nanci al
resources. They expressed the continued support of the region for the
strengt heni ng of denocratic governance in Haiti. |In this regard, they noted a
report by the Prime Mnister of Jamaica on the working visit recently paid by
the President of Haiti to his country and endorsed the recommendati on of the
Standing Conmttee of Mnisters responsible for Foreign Affairs (SCMFA) that the
CARI COM Hai ti Joi nt Comm ssion be convened as early as possible in order to
further the devel opment of relations between Haiti and the Comunity and to
mai ntai n di al ogue with the new adm nistration

Illicit traffic in drugs

The heads of CGovernnent noted that the Caribbean is being increasingly used
for the transshi pnent of illegal drugs fromthe major production centres to the
maj or centres of consunption. They took note of the increased bol dness of drug
traffickers in the waters and the airspace of Community nenber States. CAR COM
States are, as a consequence, paying a heavy price as a result of the trade in
and abuse of illegal drugs. They noted that the problem posed a major threat to

/...
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the political, social and economc stability of the region and is a mgjor factor
af fecting governance in the region. They reaffirned their commtnent to an

i ntegrated and coordi nated approach anong the nmenber States and al so the various
organi zati ons and agencies to deal with the problem

In this regard they took note of the report of the nmeeting on drug contro
cooperation in the Caribbean held in Barbados on 15 to 17 May 1996 by the United
Nations Drug Control Programe and recomended the plan of action which was
agreed at the neeting for inplenentation

Wt ness protection

The heads of CGovernnent noted the growing threat to the admnistration of
justice in the formof intimdation and elimnation of wi tnesses. They wel coned
the initiatives of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago with respect to the
devel opnent of a regional w tness protection programe and agreed to explore
mechani sns for cooperation in this area.

Meeting of the Goup of 7 (G 7)

The heads of Covernment noted a nunber of issues which had been di scussed
at the recently concluded G7 Summit held at Lyon, France, on 27 to
28 June 1996. They wel coned the recognition by the G 7 that gl obalization poses
chal | enges to societies and econom es which may accentuate inequality and
mar gi nal i zation, and that the G7 has a responsibility to spread the benefits of
econom c growth as w dely as possible.

They al so noted with satisfaction the statement of the G7 pertaining to
the inportance of the integration of devel oping countries in the global trading
system as an essential elenent of sustainable growth and devel opnent. In this
respect, the heads of Governnent |ooked forward to the ways in which the G7
woul d hel p devel opi ng countries, especially the | east devel oped, to benefit nore
fully fromthe Uuguay Round. Heads of Governnent called on the G7 to support
the establishment of a regional devel opnent fund (RDF) as a mechani smfor
permitting the devel oping countries of the region to pursue sound econonic
policies, structural reform increased productivity and enhanced
conpetitiveness.

Debt

The heads of CGovernnent congratul ated Trini dad and Tobago on witing off a
substantial proportion of Guyana's bilateral debt under the Naples Ternms. They
wel coned the G 7 commitment to a continued Enhanced Structural Adjustnent
Facility (ESAF) as the centrepiece of the International Mnetary Fund' s support
for the poorest countries, and al so endorsed the G 7's position regarding the
proposal s of the Managing Director of the Fund for greater concessionality in
ESAF lending. In this respect, they expressed strong support for Quyana, as the
nost i ndebted CARI COM country, as a beneficiary of this programe, whilst urging
greater debt relief for all the indebted countries of the region
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Heni spheric sunmmt on sustai nabl e devel opnent
(Decenber 1996, Bolivia)

The heads of CGovernnent reviewed the status of preparation for the sunmt
on sustai nabl e devel opment which is scheduled to convene in Bolivia in
Decenmber 1996. They endorsed the need for the sumit to exam ne those issues
that had not been fully addressed at the United Nations Conference on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent (UNCED) at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992,

i ncluding nodalities for the financing of environmental programes. They

wel coned the cooperative efforts of the Inter-American Devel opment Bank (1DB),
the World Bank and the Organi zati on of Anerican States in the preparatory
process. They urged the international conmunity to honour the comm tnents nade
at UNCED and the d obal Conference on the Sustai nabl e Devel opment of Snal

I sl and Devel opi ng States

United Nations

The heads of CGovernnent noted the devel oping relations between the region
and the United Nations as borne out by the presence for the first tine of the
Secretary- General of the Caribbean Community at the neeting of heads of regiona
cooperati on organi zati ons convened by the Secretary-General of the United
Nati ons. They stressed the inportance which they attached to the further
devel opnent of these links particularly in the context of the furtherance of the
Communi ty' s devel opment needs and its possible role in the devel opnment of peace
and security particularly within the Cari bbean region. They conveyed their
appreciation to the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations,

M. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, through his special representative at the neeting,
for the work which the Secretary-Ceneral has done in pronoting the hei ghtened
| evel of cooperation

Organi zati on of Amnerican States

The heads of CGovernnent had an exchange of views with the Secretary-CGenera
of the Organization of American States (QAS) on issues related to the
reorientation of the OAS and the evolving inter-American agenda. They wel coned
the conm t ment expressed by the Secretary-Ceneral to retain and strengthen the
national offices of the OAS in the context of the new orientation of the
organi zation towards the provision of technical cooperation; to enhance the
representati on of CARICOM nationals in the organi zation; and to advance the
security concerns of small States.

The Secretary-General enphasized the desire of OAS to nake the activities
of the Organization directly relevant to the probl ens and purposes of its
nenbership, with particular enphasis on issues related to the pronotion of
denocracy, environnent and trade.

The heads of CGovernment al so wel coned the signing of a nenorandum of
under st andi ng between OAS and the Cari bbean Devel opnent Bank (CDB) as a further
i ndication of the willingness of OAS to function as an instrunent of integration
and cooperation which directly addresses the probl ens of the Caribbean.
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CARI FESTA VIl - Saint Kitts and Nevis

The heads of CGovernnent wel comed the offer by the Governnent of Saint Kitts
and Nevis to host CARI FESTA VII. They recognized that this offer by one of the
smal | er CARI COM St ates synbolized the inmportance of this festival as a concrete
expression of the cultural affinity of all Caribbean peoples. They expressed
t he hope that CARI FESTA VII would be supported by the countries of the w der
Cari bbean.

Presentation of Dictionary of Caribbean English Usage

The heads of CGovernnent thanked M. Richard Allsopp for the presentation of
copies of his Dictionary of Caribbean English Usage which represented a
significant literary achi evement by a noted Cari bbean schol ar.

Message of best wishes to Caribbean athl etes

The heads of Covernment extended their best w shes and those of the
Community to all athletes of the Caribbean regi on who woul d be participating in
the Centennial AOynpic Ganes in Atlanta in July 1996. They recognized that the
athl etes were anbassadors of the region who were going to Atlanta to seek glory
not only for thensel ves but for the entire Caribbean.

Secret ary- Gener al

The heads of CGovernnent expressed their appreciation of the services of
M. Edwin W Carrington, Secretary-CGeneral, to the Caribbean Conmunity and in
that regard were pleased to renew his contract for another term

Appr eci ation

The heads of CGovernnent expressed their gratitude to the Government and
peopl e of Barbados for having hosted their seventeenth neeting. They
particul arly expressed their appreciation of the fact that Barbados was hosting
a second neeting of the Conference in two years, on this occasion as a result of
the inability of the Governnent of Antigua and Barbuda to do so because of the
i mpact of Hurricane Luis on that country. They al so expressed their deep
appreciation for the services rendered to the Cormmunity by M. Kenneth Hall
Deputy Secretary-Ceneral. They extended their best wi shes to himon his
assunption of the position of Principal of the Mona Canpus of the University of
the West | ndies.
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Date and venue of the eighth inter-sessional and
ei ghteenth nmeetings of the Conference

The heads of CGovernnent agreed that the eighth inter-sessional neeting of
t he Conference would be held in Antigua and Barbuda in 1997, and the ei ghteenth
nmeeting of the Conference in Jamaica in July 1997.



