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Upon instructions fromny Governnment, | have the honour to transmt
herewith the text of a statenent issued by the Government of the Republic of
Uganda in response to the fal se allegations nmade by the Sudan agai nst Uganda
during the 3690th meeting of the Security Council, held on 16 August 1996

| should be grateful if the present letter and its annex coul d be

circul ated as a document of the Security Council.

(Signed) Prof. SEMAKULA Kl WANUKA, Ph.D
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Statenent dated 28 August 1996 by the Governnent of the Republic
of Uganda in response to Sudanese allegati ons made agai nst Uganda
during the Security Council's debate of 18 August 1996 on the
Secretary-General's report pursuant to resolution 1054 (1996)

(S/ 1996/ 541 and Add. 1-3)

The public declaration by the Sudanese representative of his country's
hatred for Uganda nay have conme as a shock to many, but to us, it just goes to
confirmour |ong-held suspicion that this could i ndeed be one of the reasons for
the regime's wel |l -known destabilization policy against our country.

After this honest, albeit sinister declaration, however, they sought to
justify their evil schemes against our country by blam ng what is essentially an
i nternal probl emon Uganda.

The Sudan alleged, inter alia, that:

(a) Since 1984, Uganda has been giving financial and noral support to the
i nsurgents in the Sudan;

(b) Uganda has sabotaged efforts to normalize relations between the two
countries, including violations of Sudanese territorial integrity by our troops;
and

(c) It does not support or harbour the so-called "Ugandan Christian
Fundanment al i st" rebels because these are based in areas controlled by the
Sudanese Peopl es Liberation Army (SPLA) etc.

The above all egations and denials are not only blatantly false but also
di shonest and are only cal cul ated to hoodwi nk the entire world into believing
that the Sudan is a victimrather than the prine perpetrator of terrorism and
aggression that it is.

It is our hope, however, that the Security Council, through its dealings
with the Sudan on the issue of the attenpt on the Iife of the President of
Egypt, is now aware of the extent to which the reginme will go to avoid taking
responsibility for its actions even in the face of overwhel m ng evi dence. W
would Ilike to invite the Council and the international comunity at large to
join us in dismssing the Sudanese all egations and protestations of innocence
with the contenpt they deserve.

It will be recalled that, on several occasions, Uganda has presented to the
Counci| irrefutable evidence and catal ogued nunmerous incidents and atrocities
comitted by the Sudanese reginme and its sponsored el enents agai nst the people
of Uganda.

For their part, the Sudanese authorities have never produced any shred of
evidence to substantiate their wild allegations against our country.
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VWhat is nore disturbing, however, is the fact that while pretending to
preach peace and reconciliation, facts on the ground indicate that the Sudanese
regi me has stepped up its unprovoked destabilization activities agai nst Uganda,
whi ch started way back in 1986, as illustrated bel ow

Qur problens with the successive Governnents of the Sudan

The National Resistance Mvenment (NRM CGovernnment took power in Kanpala on
26 January 1996. By March, the National Resistance Arny (NRA) had established
control over all the borders, including the entire common border with the Sudan
Bet ween 15,000 and 20, 000 forner Uganda National Liberation Army (UNLA) soldiers
fled into the Sudan with an estimted 13,000 pieces of assorted weapons,
vehicles and helicopters. By that tine, the Sudanese Arned Forces (SAF)
controll ed every inch of their side of the border; there was no SPLA presence,
at least, not in the areas that border Uganda. Accordingly, the Sudanese Arny
took control of all the arns fromthe defeated soldiers who had fled to the
Sudan. Initially, the guns were kept at Paraj ok, in an SAF unit then under
Lt. Col. Charles Ogeno. Thereafter, Uganda experienced the follow ng probl ens
with its Sudanese nei ghbours.

Begi nning of the Sudan's hostile actions agai nst Uganda

By April 1986, Uganda had started approaching the Sudan Government for the
return of the arms, vehicles and helicopters that the fleeing UNLA sol diers had
taken to the Sudan. After considerable resistance and reluctance on the part of
t he Sudan Government, only the helicopters were returned, around May 1986. To
date, the arnms and vehicles have not been returned.

On 19 August 1986, all the arnms that had been renoved fromthe defeated
UNLA were handed back to them by the Sudan Government. The defeated el ements of
UNLA were nobilized from Parajok, Torit, Lobone, Cbbo and Atepi, where they had
scattered and were arnmed by SAF. On 22 August 1986, a conbined force of SAF and
Ugandan di ssidents, coming fromN nule, Sudan, attacked the NRA 28th battalion
at Bi bi a.

Al t hough the bulk of the dissidents were pronptly defeated by NRA, now
renaned t he Uganda Peopl es Defence Forces (UPDF), remants spilled into the
villages in the countryside in northern Uganda, thus igniting the insurgency
that has since weaked havoc on civilians and the econony in the area. W have
Lt. Mark Okello Oryena and others who took part in the attack on the 28th
battalion of Bibia who can narrate how the Sudan arnmed them (di ssidents) for the
pur pose of destabilizing Uganda.

Birth of rebellion in northern Uganda and Sudan's persistent policy of
destabilization

Havi ng nobilized, reorgani zed and arnmed the forner UNLA, the Sudanese
aut horities renamed them the Uganda Peopl es Defence Arny/Mvenment (UPDA/ M.
After the Bibia attack, UPDA/Mthen started attacking NRA units in northern
Uganda. It also attacked trading centres and staged anmbushes on mmjor roads,
using the Sudan as its rear base. It was not until Saturday, 3 June 1988, that
the UPDA/ M surrendered to the Governnment after a peace accord was signed between
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the rebels and the NRM CGovernnent. W have people who can attest to the fact
that while UPDA/ M conducted its guerrilla canpaign in northern Uganda, it
mai ntained its rear bases in the Sudan

Sone remmants of UPDA/M I ater ganged up to join Joseph Kony, who has been
changing the nane - to Holy Spirit Mvenent Force (HSM- I1) and lately to Lords
Resi stance Arnmy (LRA). Wile carrying outs its guerrilla canpaign in northern
Uganda, the HVSF Il of Joseph Kony continued to go to OnsM ny-Kibul, Parajok in
the Sudan, to get supplies, nanely arms and amunition. This activity reached a
climax in 1993/94 when LRA was facing total defeat at the hands of NRA (UPDF).
LRA then ran to the Sudan and established bases at Pal ot aka, Om ny-Ki bul,
Par aj ok and Lobone/ Paraj ok junction where they occupi ed the same defences with
SAF until 25 Cctober 1995 when they, together with their supporters - SAF, were
routed by SPLA

It was fromthe above-nmenti oned bases that LRA, on several occasions,
crossed into northern Uganda to wreak havoc on the | ocal population. The
following recent cases can attest to this fact:

(a) On 18 April 1995, a force of between 150 and 300 LRA rebels, who had
previously crossed fromtheir base at Parajok fully armed with nortars, assault
rifles, land-mnes etc., attacked the Lukung trading centre in the Kitgum
district. 1In the process, 19 civilians were killed, nmore than 30 were abducted
and many honesteads and the entire trading centre were burnt down. They also
| ooted the Lukung di spensary;

(b) On 20 April 1995, an estimated force of between 250 and 400 LRA
rebels, who had previously crossed fromtheir base at Paraj ok, Sudan, attacked
the Atiak trading centre. Mre than 250 civilians were killed in the attack
i ncl udi ng 45 students and three tutors at Atiak Technical College, and nore than
200 hones and 10 shops were burnt down by the rebels. Diplomats accredited to
Uganda were invited by the Uganda Governnent to witness the scene of the Atiak
nmassacr es;

(c) On 28 July 1995, a rebel force estimated at between 300 and 500 LRA
rebels, who had previously crossed into Uganda fromtheir base at Ow ny-Ki bul
attacked the Padi be trading centre in Kitgumdistrict. As a result, three
civilians were killed, 10 civilians were abducted, nore than 150 homes/granari es
were burnt down and the entire trading centre was ransacked and burnt down.

They al so | ooted drugs fromthe Padi be M ssion Hospital. It is inmportant to
note that on all occasions, after the attacks mentioned above, LRA rebels
retreated to their rear bases in the Sudan

(d) There is evidence fromthose who escaped from LRA when their bases at
Oni ny- Ki bul , Pal ot aka, Paraj ok were captured who can anply descri be what sort of
assistance LRA gets fromthe Sudan Governnent. There are al so those who were
captured by SPLA in the process of routing LRA/ SAF fromthe bases already
nenti oned above who can al so give testinony to the Sudan's designs for
dest abi | i zi ng Uganda;

(e) On 8 Novenmber 1995, at Ten-Ten Village south of Lobone in southern
Sudan, SPLA handed over 128 Kony fighters who were captured in battle at Kit 1

l...
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on 16 Novenmber 1995. On 22 Novenber 1995, SPLA handed over to Ugandan | oca
authorities at Ngomorono, Kitgumdistrict another 16 LRA fighters who were
captured at Kit 1 on 16 Novenber 1995. This was in the presence of both | oca
and international journalists.

Present LRA bases in southern Sudan

After 25 Cctober 1995, both LRA and SAF noved to Aruu on Ninmule - Juba
Road, about 79 mles fromthe Uganda border. At Aruu, LRA established its
headquarters and trai ning base, where top LRA | eaders Ceorge Komakech Onpbna,
alias "Brig". Joseph Kony, alias "Maj. Gen." and others are now based. LRA also
has detachnents at Kit 1 and Karpeto, in the sane defence w th SAF

It is fromthis headquarters base at Aruu in the Sudan that the Sudanese
Covernment organi zes, trains and arms LRA with all types of machi ne-guns,
nmortars, SAM7 mssiles, assault rifles, anti-tank and anti-personnel m nes,
uni forms and comuni cati on equi pnent and t hen di spatches themthrough the vast
wi | derness of southern Sudan into Uganda to conmit atrocities against the
i nnocent civilians of northern Uganda. These LRA atrocities range from pl anting
anti-tank and anti-personnel mnes, the abduction of school children and innocent
civilians, cutting off peoples' |lips and nouths, burning of homes and socia
infrastructure like trading centres, rape etc.

Begi nning of rebellion in north-western Uganda

It should also be nmentioned that while in the east bank the Sudan has been
organi zing and arm ng LRA, in the west bank the Sudan as maintai ned and
reorgani zed el enents of former dictator Idi Amin under Col. Juma Ois,

Lt. Col. Abdalatif Tiwa, Lt. Col. Atocon, Lt. Col. Banmuze, Maj. Drazu and
others. They have been organi zed and arnmed under the banner of the West N le
Bank Front (VNBF).

These forner soldiers of Idi Am n had been in several places in southern
Sudan, nanely, Rajab West, eight mles south of Juba, before being organized and
| ater nmoved through Yei to Morobo where WABF established its headquarters/base.
From Morobo, WABF started recruitment, drawing some of their recruits from
nort h-western Uganda. After training at Morobo, WABF was first used by SAF as
reinforcement in its bid to recapture the Baazi and Kaya garrisons from SPLA in
August 1995.

Present WABF bases in southern Sudan - West Bank

Apart fromits headquarters at Morobo, at present WNBF has bases at the
followi ng |locations, all in the Sudan: Kaya, Dubul abe Pokii, Kinba and Araba-
Mju. It is fromthese bases, with the support of the Sudanese Arned Forces
based at Kaya, that WNBF | aunches attacks on Uganda in north-western Uganda.

As a result of persistent WNBF attacks on the civilian population in the
areas al ong the Uganda/ Sudan border, especially between February and April 1996
the [ ocal people in the parishes of Oraba and Ludara of Koboko were displ aced
and their property destroyed or |ooted by the WNBF rebels. The displaced
popul ati ons from Koboko/ Aringa counties have had to seek refuge in other safer
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areas. Like LRA, WANBF is fully armed by SAF with nortars, machi ne-guns of all
types, assault rifles, communication equi prment and uni formns.

UPDF has al so been able to counter their activities and has, in the
process, managed to capture prisoners-of-war who can give evidence about the
Sudan's continued aggression and destabilization practices. Al so, a nunber of
WNBF rebel s have surrendered to UPDF and | ocal authorities in the west Nile
region and they can attest to the fact that the Sudan has been arm ng and
training them For exanple, on 25 July 1996, WNBF Maj. Saidi Aile surrendered
to UPDF, together with 3 captains, 4 lieutenants and 11 of other ranks, with the
foll owi ng equi pment: 6 sub-nmachi ne-guns, 23 full magazi nes of sub-nmachi ne-gun
ammuni tion, 1 RPG shell and 1 barrel of a medi um machi ne-gun

According to tinme-honoured international conventions, refugees froma
nei ghbouring country are not supposed to stay near the border of their hone
country. They are supposed to be 50 kilonetres fromthe comon border of the
country of origin and the country of asylum Uganda has on numerous occasi ons
pointed this out to the Sudanese authorities. |t has been the subject of
several joint resolutions that have never been inplenmented and continues to
remai n the major factor of our destabilization by the Sudan

Sudanese air bonbardnment of Uganda territory and violation of airspace

Coupled with all the above, the Sudan has, since 1989, been engaged in
other acts of destabilization and aggressi on agai nst Uganda. On severa
occasi ons, Sudanese Air Force fighter planes have viol ated Uganda's airspace and
on some occasi ons bonbed Uganda territory. Since 1989, Sudanese Air Force
mlitary fighter planes have violated Uganda's airspace not |ess than 150 tines.
And in all these violations, not |ess than 100 bonbs have been unl eashed on
Uganda's territory, causing great destruction and |oss of life.

For exanple, since January 1995, Sudanese Antonov pl anes have viol ated our
airspace not less than 20 times. In all such incidents, not |ess than 25 bonbs
have been unl eased on Uganda's territory. A few exanples will suffice to
confirmthis kind of provocation and aggression

On 15 Novenber 1989, a Sudanese Antonov bonber dropped two bonmbs on Myo.
One | anded near the Myyo guesthouse and another at a place 200 netres fromthe
Moyo Hospital. Three civilians were killed and ei ght were injured;

On 3 February 1990, another Sudanese Antonov pl ane bonmbed Moyo, killing
3 people and injuring 15 others;

On 20 Septenber 1991, at 1100 hours, two Sudanese Antonov mlitary planes
bonbed G api prinmary school about 14 kil onetres south-east of Koboko, Tara
Parish, in Maracha County. Three people were killed, including a student. Six
ot hers were injured;

On 21 May 1992, two Sudanese Air Force Antonov planes from the Sudan,
flying at high altitude, raided Myo, dropping four bonbs approximately 5 netres
away fromthe Myo government prison. No casualties were registered;
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On 23 January 1995, a Sudanese Antonov pl ane bonbed Ngonorono at
1000 hours. It was near the defence of the UPDF 67th battalion. One bonb
wei ghi ng 250 kil ograns was rel eased, and it dug a crater 4 nmetres deep and
7 metres wide;

On 5 March 1995, in the 409th brigade, sector west Nile, a Sudanese Antonov
pl ane shelled Uganda's territory in the area of Oraba parish. Sonme of the
bonbl ets that did not explode remained in the sector of the 55th battalion and
t hey can be exhi bited as evidence.

In the 503rd brigade, sector Kitgum in areas then under the 67th and 69th
battalions, a Sudanese Air Force Antonov plane violated Uganda's airspace and
| ater dropped 10 bonbs that | anded away fromthe NRA defence.

It should be enphasized that these bonbings (air violations) and others not
recorded above of Uganda's territory by Sudanese Air Force planes have |eft
behi nd deep craters. To date, such craters are evident in Kitgum Myo and Arua
districts of northern Uganda. On a nunber of occasions, the Uganda Gover nnment
has invited di pl omats and anmbassadors accredited to Uganda to go to see for
t hensel ves the provocation and aggression conmitted by the Sudan as a result of
such bombi ng of our territory.

As if the air violations and bonbi ngs of Uganda's territory have not been
provocation enough, the Sudan has, since 1987, been trying to provoke Uganda
into an all-out war by sending batches of its troops into Uganda territory in
viol ation of international borders.

The foll owing exanples illustrate the Sudan's continued policy of
aggression and provocation

On 10 August 1987, about 500 Sudanese sol di ers backed by Ugandan di ssidents
based in the Sudan crossed into Uganda and raided the honme of M. Amn Onzi,
burnt granaries and took away 10 bags of sinmsimafter shooting to death two
civilians;

On 29 Decenber 1989, Sudanese Armed Forces, together w th Ugandan
di ssi dents based at Kaya, crossed into Uganda and attacked an NRA (UPDF)
detachnent at Oraba, killing 12 sol diers;

On 30 Decenber 1989, an SAF convoy of brigade strength, under the conmand
of Brig. Isaiah Paul, forced its way into Uganda through O aba-Keli-Li ma-Medi go
and re-entered the Sudan through Kirwa;

On 27 August 1995, a conbined force of SAF and WNBF nunberi ng about 200
entered Uganda and occupi ed the Oraba police post. They staged a roadbl ock at
the former Oraba inm gration post for three days. Wile they staged the
roadbl ock, others were cutting logs of trees to cover their trenches at Kaya.
They were later attacked by UPDF and forced back to Kaya, Sudan

This kind of provocation by SAF positioned at various points along the
Uganda/ Sudan border has been coupl ed by SAF' s indiscrimnate shelling of
Uganda's territory on several occasions.
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For exanple, between 9 and 12 August 1995, nore than 100 bombs were dropped
on Ayi pe and Oraba parishes of Koboko sub-county, Arua district by the Sudanese
Air Force based at Kaya. These bonbs killed five civilians and injured
15 others. Furthernore, for three consecutive days between 8 and 10 April 1996
SAF based at Kaya shelled Uganda territory between Keri and Oraba in north-
west ern Uganda from 0630 to 1200 hours.

Sudan's efforts to disrupt international relief efforts to Sudanese refugees

Apart from LRA activities and atrocities on the civilian population in
northern Uganda, the Sudan is al so using both LRA and WNBF to disrupt
international efforts to help displaced populations still in southern Sudan and
those in refugee canps in northern and north-western Uganda. This has been
evi denced by the indiscrimnate mning of major routes that pass through
nort hern Uganda | eading to di spl aced popul ati ons in Lobone, Mgali and Kirwa,
and the recent LRA/WNBF attacks on refugee canps in the northern region. The
| atest incidents took place on 13 July 1996 when a group of about 200 LRA
rebel s, who had previously crossed fromtheir base at Aruu, attacked Agago and
Achol i -Pii Sudanese refugee canps in Kitgumdistrict. Sone 108 refugees were
killed in the attack and nore than 30 injured, and entire honesteads were burnt
down.

The norals of destabilization

These agents of destabilization fromthe Sudan do not adhere to any
conventional norality. |If they were targeting the governnent arny, their
perceived foe, this would be interpreted as a legitimte target, but they
continue to commt crines against the innocent |ocal population, as is the case
at present. LRA, as an agent of the Sudan's strategy of destabilization and
aggression, plants land-mines indiscrimnately on village paths, schoo
conmpounds, water points (wells), gardens and gates to nedical centres, maim ng
non- conbat ants, including children

The UPDF has al ways cone out to track down these bandits whenever they nake
incursions into Uganda fromtheir bases in the Sudan and has in the process
captured sone prisoners-of-war, arnms, SAF military unifornms and abduct ees who
have been trained against their will. Al are available as evidence to show
that the Sudan has been aiding these arnmed bandits in its grand scheme of
dest abi |l i zi ng Uganda. Rebels of both LRA and WNBF who surrender to UPDF and
civilian authorities and those who have been captured in action by UPDF confirm
that their rear base is the Sudan where they have training canps. They further
confirmthat the Sudan is the source of all their war materials, nanely, arns,
mnes, unifornms etc. Arns and other war materials such as uniforns captured
from WNBF/ LRA rebel s inplicate the Sudan as the backer of these bandits.

Sudanese nmonitoring teamin Uganda

The Sudan has been suspicious and has accused Uganda on nany occasi ons of
not only arm ng and supporting SPLA but also of allowing its territory to be
used as a supply route for the SPLA forces. Uganda has continuously and
categorically denied this fal sehood.
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In order to put an end to these allegations, H E. President Miseven
proposed that the Sudan Governnent station a Sudanese nonitoring teamon the
Uganda si de of our conmon border, to nonitor and ascertain Uganda's alleged
support for SPLA and the route for SPLA forces.

The team was dispatched and put in place in 1990. They first decided to
occupy all the najor bridges across the Nile, which they did. Later on, they
said they no |l onger wanted to stay on the bridges but rather in Myo, Arua and
@il u. They had pernmanent liaison offices in those towns. |In all the years they
stayed i n Uganda as Sudanese nmonitors they never found even one case of arms
identified as entering the Sudan from Uganda and never proved the all eged
support for SPLA.

The Sudanese nmonitoring teamwas eventual ly expelled from Uganda when t hey
started passing on information to destabilize Uganda.

Uganda has sacrificed a considerable anmobunt in its efforts to allay the
fears of the Sudan, but the regine still maintains that Uganda supports SPLA.
The regi me, however, has no evidence of Uganda's involvenment in SPLA activities,
except for old ammunition boxes brought into the Sudan by the fleeing UNLA
soldiers in 1986, which they continue to parade around.

As far as Uganda is concerned, and what it has consistently maintained, is
that the Sudanese conflict is an internal matter that dates as far back as 1955
and shoul d be solved by the Sudanese people thenselves. Uganda has nothing to
do with the internal conflict and should not be dragged into it by the Sudanese
Governnent. Uganda rejects and di sm sses the Sudanese all egati ons and
categorically denies any involvement in Sudanese internal affairs.

In the nmeantine, Uganda continues to take the brunt of the Sudanese refugee
problemw th many fleeing into northern and north-western Uganda owing to the
conflicts in the Sudan since 1961. Nearly 300, 000 Sudanese refugees spread
t hroughout canps in northern Uganda are present at any given tine in Uganda.

How to i nprove and nornmalize relations with the Sudan?

In sharp contrast to its widely publicized public relations stunts, it is
on record that the Sudanese regi me has consistently reneged on nediation efforts
by friendly countries like the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and Malawi. It is
instructive to recall that while we were neeting with the Sudanese for peace
tal ks, the Sudanese Enbassy in Kanpala was busy recruiting some of our youths
and funding themto start another rebel novenent in central Uganda. Uganda
therefore finds the Sudanese clains of being frustrated in its search for a
peaceful resolution of the regional conflict highly hypocritical and sinister

The above notwit hst andi ng, however, Uganda has consistently informed the
Sudan through internediaries that the resunpti on of severed diplomatic and
normal relations will only be possible if the Sudan abandons its quarrel sonme
foreign policy and responds to the foll ow ng reasonabl e denmands:

1. Di sband and di sarmthe rebels based in the Sudan
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2. Confine the rebels in a place that can be nonitored and verifi ed.
3. Confine or expel the |l eaders of the rebels in the Sudan to a second

country of asylumif confinement is not possible or if they cannot be
returned to Uganda.

Concl usi on
As stated earlier, Uganda remai ns open to re-establish normal ties with the
Sudan, provided the Khartoum CGovernnment can denonstrate a cl ear and honest

commitrent to maintaining good relations by fulfilling without reservations the
t hree m ni mum demands put forth by Uganda.



