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[IyHKT 8 noBeCTKM OHA

[MTOJIOKEHUWE [EJI B OBJIACTH HACEJIEHHBIX MMYHKTOB,
BKJIIOYASI CTPATETHH MO HUX YJIYYUIEHHIO

MuceMo TTocTosHNOrO ApeacTanuTens Typuud npu Opranusauuu
O6benrnennbix Hauuf or 4 uioHg 1996 romga Ha HMS
Tenepanniioro cexkperaps Kondeperunu

[porpamma perHOHaNbLHOTO COTPYMIIHYECTBA, OCyLIecTBaAseMas coBMmecTlio TypelKHM
arelTCTBOM MeXIyHapomuoro corpydrinuectsa (TAMC) u Ilporpammon pa3suTust OpraHuzaluu
O6wemunennnix Haumit (TTPOOH), ofecnevnna ocHOBY Ans CO3Zauusi PerMoHanbHow LeTeBoH
rpynmel, MpeiHa3HaveHuoN Ans pa3paGOTKHM CTpaTerHi perHOHAaIbLIOrO Pa3BHTHI M COTpyAHUHECTBA
B 067ACTH HaCeleHHDLIX NMYHKTOB H JKHIbS .

Pervouanpiasl LefeBas Tpynna, cOCTOAIIAS M3 MNpelcTaBuTeted Asepbanmxkana, AnbaHuy,
I'pysun, Kasaxcrana, Keipretactana, Monnose!, TalkukucTaua, Typknsenucrana, TypuuH,
Y36ekucTana, YKpauibl, a Takxke BocHnH M IeplierosHHbBI, MNpOBeNa CBOE TpeTbe 3acelanue B

Ankape 31 Mas 1996 roma M 3aBeplliMia MOLIOTOBKY CBOEro [IOKJaga Ins MpeiCTaBlIeHHs

Kondepenuun Opranuzauud OGbeInHenHblx HalWW NO HaceneHHbIM MYHKTaM {Xaburat I1)
neneraurest Typumu. Hmew 4ecTh HAcTOSALIMM MpPEnpoOBOIMTH HOKIAL, NOOrOTOBJIEHHBIN

PervoHaNnbHOM LeneBOM TpynmnoM*, W pesioMe ee Ilpencemartenss (CM. NPHIOXEHHE) .

* Hoknal pacrnpocTpaleH Ha s3bIKe OpHUrHHala.

IST.96-05069 (R)
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Bygy MpM3HaTeleH 3a pacnpocTpalielie 3TOr0 NHCbMa W TPHUIOKCHHS K HEMY B KayecTBe
odunManeiioro JokyMenra KoHgepeHLHH Opranusauny O6nenuHenHbix HalmH no HaceleHHBIM
nynktam (XabutarT II) MO NYHKTY 8 NOBECTKH [usi, 03ariaBlelHOMY "TloNOXeHHe O B
06TacTH HaceleHHbIX TYHKTOB, BKIIOYas CTpaTerHd MO MX YIyYlIE€HHIO™.

(Hoxnuch) Xycenun 9. YEJIEM,
IMocou,
MocToSHHBIN TIpeaCTaBUTeNb TypuuH

npu Oprauuzauny O6beIHHEHHBIX Haunu#
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Hpunoxenue

PE3IOME TPEJCEJIATEIS

PervoHanbHas liefeBas rpynna, cocTosiiasi M3 mpelcTaBuTenel AsepbanixaHa, Anbauuy,
Ipysun, Kasaxcrana, Koipreisctana, Mongosbt, Tamxukucrana, TypKMeHHCTaHa, Typuum,
Yabexucrana, YKpauuel, a TakkKe Bocuum M TeplieroBuinbl, NpoBela CBO€ TPETbe 3acelaHHe B

AHkape 31 Mas 1996 rojga M 3aBepluHia NOArOTOBKY AOKIama IS NpPEeACTaBIeHHS KondepeHUNH
Opranusanuu O6benvHeHHslX Haumim mo HacemenHbIM mynkTam (Xaburar II).

[IpenctaButenu, BXOZsWIMe B coctaB llenesoyt rpynmnbl, NPHUHSIH KOHCEHCYCOM CIENyIOMiMe
pelenus :

1. Pervonaibiblil IO0M 6ymeT yupexnaen B Cramfysne mol HasBanveM "EBpasHACKHNA
personanbhbii goM". Takike 6bLTH onpeiefenbl W COMIacoBaHbI (YHKLHH, KOTOPBIMH
6ymer namenen 3ToT oM.

2.  Texuuueckue, opranHsallMonible ¥ (HIIAlCOBbIE BONPOCHI, CBS3aHible C CO3LAHHEM H
byHKUHOHHpOBanHeM "EBpasHilCKOTO perioHatslioro xoma", 6ynyT pa3pa6oTaHbl NpH

KOOPAHNALMKM CO CTOpOIbl TypeuKoro arelTCTBa MeXAYHApOLHOTO COTPYAHHYECTBa (TAMC)
KOMMUTETOM, KOTOpbIl 6ylHeT CO3Ball M TpelcTaBled PervoHANbHOM ILeleBOH IPYNIE Ha ee

NpeacToALIeM 3acedalnviy.

3. BollleymoMSIyTbIA OOKNan 6OyaeT npeicTapieni Koudepenuun Xabutar IT generaliert
Typusd LIS pacmpocTpanelHs B KavecTse oduuuansioro xokymenta KotidepeHUHMH no
COOTBETCTBYIOLLIEMY TNYHKTY NOBECTKH Il .
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REPORT OF THE REGIONAL TASK FORCE
FOR THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON
HUMAN SETTLEMENTS (HABITAT II)

31 May 1266

Formation of the Regional Task Force

1. The "Memocrandum of Understanding” signed in April 1§S5 by the Turkish
international Cooperaticn Agency (TICA) and UNCP's Regicnal Bureau for Euroge and the
C!S (UNDF/RBEC) covering activity areas for regional cooperation, and the Regional
Ccogeration Programme for the Implementation of the Globat Plan of Actien (RER/95/013)
develcped to serve towards the enhancement of regional technical cooperation for Habitat
Il have provided the basis for the conventicn of a Regional Preparatery Workshep on
Habitat || Conference. Organized jointly ty TICA and UNDP on 2€-28 Cctcoer 1885 in
Arkara, this Workshep reviewed national preparations. including the formaticn and
activities of National Ccmmittees. the implementation of the Indicaters Pregramme, ard the
drafting ¢f Naticnal Repcrs and Plans of Acticn. g

2. The Workshop agreed that a Regicnai Task Force with the memcership of
Albania, Azercaijan, Georgia, Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan. Moidova, Tajikistan, Turkey,
Turkmenistan. Ukraine and Uzbekistan pe estatiished ‘c serve on a permanent oasis for
the identification of pricrity issues and formulation of strategies for regionai develcoment
and cooperation in the felds cf human settlements develcpment and ncusing. The
Workshcep further agreed that the Turkish Internaticnal Cecperation Agency (TICA) as the
executing agency, in ccoperation with UNDP/Turkey on behalf of the UNDP/RBEC, would
facilitate the necessary mechanisms for the smcoth functioning of the Regicral Task

Fcrece.

3. The first meeting of the Regicnai Task Force tock place in Ankara frem 23 to
26 January 1996 with the attendance of delegaticns frem member countries. A ceiegation
of Bosnia-Herzegovina also attended the meeting on special invitation. The purpcse of this
mesting was to produce and acopt a Repert on regicnal priority issues 'o Te ‘dentified
during discussicns under the agenda item on "Regicnal Develcpment ard Ccoperation
Mocalities" in the fields cf human settlements cevelopment and housing.

4. With the aim of facilitating the prcper reflection of regicnai concerns and
priorities in the Global Plan of Acticn to be adcpted at the Habitat || Conference, as agreed
by the Regicnal Task Feorce, the Preparatery Committee of Habitat Il on the werk of the
Regional Task Force at its third substantive session held in New York cn 5-18 February,

19886, was informed of the [nterim Report.

5. The Regional Task Forcz met again on 31 May 1996 in Ankara to finalize its
report.
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8. The countries in the Region undergoing systemic politicali and economic
transition are in the process cf reformulating their housing and human settlements policies,
an effort whica requires strengthening of regional cooperation in these fields. Prcblems with
transbeundary effects, and problems cccurring at the regionai -level, also necessitate
regional ccoperation since their solutions call for regional collaboraticn. Below are the
priority issues for regional cooperation in the fields of human settlements develcpment and
housing, as they are identified by the Regional Task Force.

(@) Integration into the Global Network of Human Settlements and imorcvement of intra-
Regicnal Netwerks

7. New develcpments in communicaticns and transpertaticn technclcgies have
facilitated easy and rapi¢ flow of rescurces and informaticn among human settlements of
the world, ard resulted in the development of a global network-of human settlements
capable of managing rescurces and infermation. Human settlements cannct anymore
develop and prcscer in isciation. Integration into these netwcrks has beccme the
orerequisite for impreving the economic tase of human settiements.

8. Countries in the Regicn are, therefore, in a pesiticn of enhancing their links
with these networks in order ‘o make the tenefits of glebal integration accessitle ‘o their
pcpulace. The integraticn capacity of human settlements in the Regicn to the newly
emerging networks is, however, highly degendent cn tre improvement cf intemational
rranspertation and  communication  links, such  as telecemmunicaticn  infrastructure,
ccmputerized infermaticn networks, highways, airports and seaports. Living ccnditions and
sccnomic presperity in the human settlements of the Region neec o te further
recuperated by the imprcvement of intra-regicnal and national communicaticns and
transpertation links, especiaily cetween rural areas and large cities.

8. The revitalizaticn of the Great Silk Road as an internaticnal thercughfare
linking the Pacific with the Mediterranean anc Westemn Eurcge, is considered cre of the
most impertant prejects for impreving netwerk relations cf the Region. The prject has a
great potential ‘or increasing the capacity cf the Regicn in trade and tcurism related
activities.

10. The speciai cenditicn of lang-iccked countries, and spatial ‘negualities within
the Region alsc reguire investments in the communications and transpcrtation
infrastructure to effectively connect these piaces tc regicnal and global markets.

(o) Sustainable develccment and environmental protecticn

11. Countries in the Region fully reccgnize the need for sustainable clanning and
development of their human settlements, and the need for rational and resgonsitie use of
natural resources.

12, Most urgently, high levels of pcllution of seas, lakes and waterways of the
Regicn should be curbed, ancd deforestation, land erosicn, land slides, and wasteful use of
irrigation waters be prevented. These environmental threats have put the aco-system and
the economic sustenance of the people cf the Region at great risk.
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13. The Zrying up of ihe Aral Sea, and the associated desert encrcachment and
desalination of vast territories is one of the biggest ecolcgical disasters not only of the
Region, but of our planet itself. Caused by the excassive use of water for irrigaton from the
Amyr Daria and Syr Daria Rivers, the Aral crisis affects millicns of pecple, and a large
number of human settlements located within the affected zone of disaster. The
rehabilitaticn of the Aral Sea, therefcre, necessitates the restoration of its ecc-system, as
well as the revitalization of economies of human settlements in the area.

14. The rising of the sea level in the Caspian Sea, floeding agricultural lands and
a large number of settlements, poses ancther threat to the envircnment and surrounding
coastal settiements. The protection of ccastal infrastructure such as rajlways frem flood

waters gains utmost importance.

185. Present and probable future pcilution of both the Caspian Sea and the Black
Sea ard the adjacent coastal areas shculd te prevented by the proper application of
environmentaily-sound infrastructure ‘cr waste management, and by rehabilitation of lands

pciluted by il products.

1€. Sustainable deveiopment and environmental pretecticr further necessitate
changes in prcduction, consumption and transportaticn patterns in the Regien. The
promotion of sustainable ways of managing wasie and non-renewaclie rescuries, and
sustainable ways for prcducing and consuming energy with the implementaticn of
acorcpriate and advanced technclogies is the new envircnmental crailenge facing the

Region.

(c) Imprevement of sceial and cultural life

17. . The turmoail of fransiticn exgerienced in most cf the ccuntries in the Regicn
has damaged the social fabric, and impairecd the cuitural life of pecple, the adverse
consequences of which are feit mostly in large cities. In some places, cunaiiment of cuiturai
activities, worsening of the status of wcmen, decline in school enrciiment, erupticn of
juvenile delinquency, high unempleyment and emergence cf undergrcund eccriomic
activities are cbserved. Demccratic mechanisms for sccial integraticn, and enhancement of
educaticn, training, recreaticn, sperts and cultural pregrammes and facilities are the
needed remedies for addressing these sccial problems. Special attention shculd te paid {c
the empowering of women in the society, and ‘o their capacity in accemplishing social
harmeny and advancement. Chiidren alsc require protection, suppor, ard guarantees for
equal cpportunity for a better common future.

(d) Formulation of new housing policies

18. Most of the countries in the Regicn are in the prccess of transferming the
entire systems of housing prcduction and delivery systems while undergcing transiticn from
centrally planned economies to the market allocation system. Problems that have arisen in
this process are of great concern, and require special attention. In piaces where housing
markets have been functioning for a long time, market cutcomes are assessed by
efficiency and equity considerations. Alongside these consideraticns, the following issugs
should be incorperated in the evaluation of existing ccnditions of the housing secter, and in
the design of guidelines for new pciicies:
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(i) Recegnition of adequate housing as a basic need and a human right;

(i) Revision of planning and building regulations, and redefinition of roles of central
and local governments in the planning process;

(i) Revision of land development and management systems, including the
deveiopment of property rights on land, and cadastre and land registration systems;

(iv) Creation of non-traditional finance mechanisms for financing urban infrastructure
and housing development;

(v) Development of a house-building technology and industry with the capacity of
producing sufficient amount of adequate housing under competitive market
conditions;

(vi) Improvement of construction and environmental quality, and livability conditions
of housing sites;

(vii) Enabling of people and their organizations te produce housing for their own use;

(viiiy Development of a housing finance system which is can function under the
national financial system;,

(ix) Commitment of the public sector to develop mechanisms for meeting housing
needs of the poor and the vulnerable groups who cannot afford shelter in the
housing market;

. (x) Development of legislation on property rights, on mortgage instruments, and on
° the management of buildings in muitiple ownership;

(xi) Development of mechanisms in support of initiatives of local gevernments and
non-governmental organizations in housing and human settiements development
projects, as well as in the modemization and management of the housing stock

under their ownership.

(e) Responding to Problems of Migration, and Rural-Urban and Regional Disparties

19. Countries in the Region are confronted with major problems due to new
waves of migration amaong settlements within national borders and beyond. This requires
new policies and resource allocation to solve the problems of employment, housing, and
social and technical infrastructure both at the source and destination of migration. The
migratory movements in the Region can be classified as migrations aggravated due the
political transition, and as migrations from rural areas to urban centers.
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- 20. In c_ntries where the underlying cause for migration is the spatial disparities
between rural and urban areas, and between different gecgraphical regions, the
development and adoption of effective policies for balanced development of human
settlements, investments in rural development, and integration of rural economies to
national economies, are needed. At the destination points of migration, urban economies,
housing supply conditions and urban infrastructure need to be improved to accommodate
the new comers, and new employment and income generating opportunities for the paor
and vulnerable segments in urban centers should be created.

® Strenathening of Local Governments and Processes of Decentralization

21. Countries in the Region recognize the fact that a democratic, decentralized
and participatory system of goveming of human settlements is needed to better respond to
local needs, and for more efficient urban management. Far this purpose, legal frameworks
need to be modified to allow for increased local autonomy in decision making,
implementaticn, monitoring, and resource mebilization and use, and for local revenue
generation and financial capacity. The reinforcement of participatory processes and
institutionalization of greater transparency in the management of local resources are the
necessary mechanisms through which democratic ideals and efficiency in management
should be achieved.

(g) Protection of cultural and histerical heritage and traditional livelihoods

22. Settlements, neighborhoods and monuments of historic and cultural
significance in the countries of the Regicn need to be properly protected and rehabilitated
for the preservation of cultural identities, and ensuring cultural coentinuity in a rapidly
changing world. The devastation of livelihoods in especially the mountainous areas of the
Region manifests the erosion of cultural traditions which have developed cver centuries of
history. Locai cultural heritage can be sustained only if the calamity of economic decay in
remote mountainous communities is reversed through the introduction of appropriate
technologies and adequate living standards.

(h)y  Disaster mitigation

23. Countries in the Region are located in one of the most disaster-prone parts of
the World. The impact of natural disasters is especially severe where preparedness and
response capacities are ineffective in dealing with the consequences. Man-made disasters,
and industrial and technical accidents with large scale effects, pose another threat to the
people of the Region. Development of disaster prevention, preparedness and post-disaster
rehabilitation capacities throughout the Region are urgently needed. The improvement and
promotion of seismic-proof construction standards, and increased capacity and networking
of seismic stations and waming systems in the Region should constitute the initial steps
toward regional cooperation.
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(i Solutions to the crobiems of refugees and internally displaced persons

24, The problems of refugees and internally displaced persons are an ongoing
plight of the Region. The facilitation of returm and sheitering of peoples uprocted from their
homelands during World War I, is one of the compelling issues. The deplorable
predicament of refugees and forcefully displaced persons of Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Azerbaijan, Georgia and Tajikistan is one of the greatest worries of our time requiring
special attention by the intemational community. Political action, and technical and financtal
cooperation at regional and internaticnal levels are needed for the safe return of refugees
and internally displaced persons to their homes and original homelands, and for the
rebuilding housing destroyed by armed conflict and war.

() Consideration on Bosnia and Herzegovina

25. Bosnia and Herzegovina, as an independent and sovereign country, has gone
through a devastating war, consequences of which are tragic. The crimes commitied in
Bosnia and Herzegovina signify a major cffense against intemational commitments and
efforts for sustainable development of human settlements and for a better future for the
humanity. The Members of the Regional Task Force deplore all crimes against humanity,
the destruction and siege of cities, and intentional and systematic destruction of cultural
heritage, particularly in Bosnia and Herzegovina. They also confirm the readiness to
support and assist the sheltering of homeless victims of the war, the repatriation of
refugees, the rehabilitation of destroyed settlements, and reconstruction of historical sites
and monuments in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Members of the Regional Task Force
invite all the participants to the UN Conference on Human Settlements, HABITAT li, to
support and assist intermnational efforts in the reconstruction of this country, and in buiiding
a sustainable future for settlements and shelter for people in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Decision about the establishment of a "Regional House"

26. The Regional Task Force at its first meeting expressed the need for a new
institutional arrangement for regional cooperation in the fields of housing and human
settlements development, and for addressing the priority issues stated in this Report. The

proposal of the Delegation of Georgia about the establishment of a "Regional House' to
meet this need, was received with much anticipation, and was adopted unanimcusly by the

Regional Task Force.

27. The Regional Task Force has decided the "Eurasian Regional House" to be
established in istanbul and to assume the following functions :

(a) Formulation and cocrdination of policies for the realization of the human right
to adequate housing, for sustainable development of human settlements, including also its
philosophical dimensions.

(b) Regular exchange of information and transfer of know-how in Iregislative,
scientific, technical, financial, and other areas, with the aim of hamonizing legal
frameworks, and construction norms, standards and rules;
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(c) Proiect development in accordance with the priority issues in the Region,
mobilization of regional funds to finance these projects, and bringing these project to the
attention of other investors and international finance institutions: '

(d) Development of common terminology, conceptualizations, and criteria for,
ameng others, definitions of settlement sizes, territorial divisions, areal responsibilities of

~ local governments, and livability standards in terms of availability of adequate social and

technical services;

(e) Development of regicnal criteria for housing indicaters, in compliance with the
Habitat indicators, to monitor housing conditions in the countries of the Region.

)] Development of joint programs for international and intra-regional transport,
trade and communication networks and infrastructure, such as the Asia-Europe highway.

(@) Joint scientific and technical research, and training of staff in the spheres of
architecture, construction engineering, and city and regional planning.

(h) Promotion of the development and use of environmentaily-sound building
materials, technologies and energy sources, and introduction of new advanced
technclogies;

(i) Coordination of activites aimed at solving the refugee problems and

mitigation of natural disasters, including the design for mobile temporary shetters and
seismic-proof buildings. -

)] Formulation and development of sound policies for the preservation of natural
landscapes and eco-systems as well as for the preservation, reconstruction and
rehabilitation of historical settlements.

28. Technical, organizational and financial matters concerning the establishment
and the functioning of the "Eurasian Regional House" will be worked out under the
coordination of the Turkish International Cooperation Agency (TICA) by a committee to be
convened and will be presented to the Regional Task Force at its upcoming meeting.

29. it was decided that this present report be circulated as a Conference
Document under the relevant agenda item at the United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements (HABITAT 1), '



