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Tlie meeting was c a l l e d - to .order at 1 0 . 2 0 a.m. 

QUESTION OP THE VIOLATION OF НШ'-ЙН PJGHTS AND ITOÍDAl-EMAL FtiEEP'OMSIM AÎTY PAET OF 
THE WORLD, WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO COLONIAL AND OTHER DEPENDENT COUNTRIES AND 
TERRITORIES (agenda item 13-) (continued) ( Е / Ш . 4 / 1 2 9 5 1 E/ŒÎ.4/1437,- E / C I ^I . 4 / 1 4 3 8 | 
E/CN.4/1439 and Add.l I E / C N , 4 / 1 4 4 0 ; Ë / C N . 4 / 1 4 4 I J E/Cl'i. 4 / 1 4 5 I ; E/CN . 4 / 1 4 5 2 ; 
Е/ан . 4 / 1 4 5 3 ; E/CN.4/1454; E/CN . 4 / l 4 5 5 f E/ciî.4/1457; E/ci^T .4/l460; E/CN . 4 / 1 4 6 I ; 
E/GN, 4/1463 ; E/CN, 4 / 1 4 6 6 ; E/CIT ,4 :/ l467; E / C Î I . 4 / 1 4 6 9 ; E / G H . 4 / 1 4 7 O ; E/CN . 4 / 1 4 7 I ; 
E / G N . 4 / L . 1 5 3 4 ; E/aî . 4 / L . 1 5 7 4/Rev.l; E/G1T. 4 / L . 1 5 8 2 ; E / C H . 4 / L . I 5 8 4 ; E / G N . 4 / L . 1 5 8 5 ; 

E/CN .4/L . 15875 E / G I I . 4/L. 1 5 8 8 ; -E/CN .4/L .15891 E / C N . 4 / L . 1 5 9 2 ; E / C N . 4 / L . 1 5 9 3 I 
E/CN . 4/L . I 5 9 4 ; E/CIT.4/ÍIGO/294 and A d d . l ; E / C N . 4 / N G 0 / 2 9 9 ; E/CN.4/NGO/3Û5; 
E/GN .4/HGO/3O6; E/CN.4/NGO/314; E/GH .4/NGO/317; E/GN.4/NGO/319; S / G M . 4 Á I G 0 / 3 2 0 ; 
E/ G Î T . 4 / H G 0 / 3 2 2 ; E/ C N . 4 A T G O / 3 2 3 ; A / 3 4 / 4 9 1 ; A / G . 3 / 3 4 / 1 ; A / G . 3 / 3 5 / 9 ) ' 

1 . The СНА1Ш-Ш1 s a i d t h a t , i n view of the l a r g e number of delegations wishing 
to speak on agenda item 1 3 , he proposed to apply a t i m e - l i m i t of 12 minutes f o r 
statements by members of the Gommission, and of 10 minutes f o r statements by 
Observers f o r Member S t a t e s , s p e c i a l i z e d agencies and the non-governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The r i g h t of r e p l y would be l i m i t e d , i n the case of members, to one 
r e p l y of 10 minutes and one of f i v e minutes, and i n other cases to one r e p l y of 
10 minutes. The r e s t r i c t i o n was r e g r e t t a b l e but e s s e n t i a l i f the Commission was to 
complete c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the agenda item and leave time f o r other e s s e n t i a l matters 
such as the adoption, of d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s , working group reports and the Commission's 
o\m r e p o r t . As i t was, c o n s i d e r a t i o n of ag-enda items 1 5 , 1 6 , 1 8 and 26 and p o s s i b l y 
item 12 would have to be postponed u n t i l the Commission's t h i r t y - e i g h t h s e s s i o n . 

2 . Mr. BOEL (Denmark), supported by Mr. van der STOEL (Netherlands), s a i d i t was 
r e g r e t t a b l e that a l i m i t shoxild be imposed váth regard to such an important ag-enda 
item. Much time had been taken up on e a r l i e r items and c e r t a i n explanations of 
vote liad f a r exceeded the l i m i t now being proposed f o r statements of Governments' 
p o s i t i o n s . I t was to be hoped that the proposed r u l i n g irould be a p p l i e d w i t h du.e 
f l e x i b i l i t y . 

3 . Viscount COLVILLE of GULROSS (United Kingdom) endorsed the remarks made by the 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Denmark. He suggested a l i m i t of 10 minutes f o r r i g h t s of r e p l y , 
as w e l l as l i m i t s on explanations of vote. 

4 . Follovring a procedural d i s c u s s i o n i n v/hich the CILIIRI-IAIT, I-Ir. GONZALEZ de LEON 
(Mexico), Ifc. SALAH-BEY ( A l g e r i a ) , Mr. ZORDT (Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t R e p i i b l i c s ) , 
lh?s. FLORES (Gu-ba) and Ъ1х. van der STOEL (Netherlands) took p a r t , the GHAIRI-IAN 
c a l l e d f o r a vote on a proposal to allov/ I 5 m-inu.tes f o r statements by members of the 
Commission, 10 minutes f o r statements by observers f o r Member S t a t e s , s p e c i a l i z e d 
agencies and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , tv/o r e p l i e s of 10 and 5 minutes 
r e s p e c t i v e l y f o r members of the Commission, and one r e p l y of 8 minutes f o r a l l other 
speakers, on the understanding that speakers v/ould take up l e s s than those times 
v/herever p o s s i b l e . 

5 . The proposal vras adopted by 34 votes to 2 , v/ith 7 abstentions. 
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6 . The GHAIEtîAU announced t h a t , as a r e s u l t of inf o r m a l c o n s u l t a t i o n s 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n , under subitem 13 ( a ) , of the question of human r i g h t s i n Cyprus 
would be deferred u n t i l the Commission's t h i r t y - e i g h t h s e s s i o n , on the understanding 
that p r i o r i t y wou.ld then be given to that subitem and that a c t i o n c a l l e d f o r under 
previous r e l e v a n t r e s o l u t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g a request f o r the oecretary-Generai to 
submit a rep o r t on t h e i r implementation, would be pursued i n the meantime. The 
observer f o r Turkey had requested that h i s country's r e s e r v a t i o n s on the matter 
should be placed on record. 

7 . Mr. van der STOEL (Netherlands) s a i d that the r i g h t to hol d opinions without 
government i n t e r f e r e n c e and the r i g h t to freedom of speech were upheld i n a r t i c l e 19 
of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Rights and i n a r t i c l e 19 of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s . But although those fundamental freedoms 
were widely aclcnowledged on paper, many Governments r e s t r i c t e d the a c t u a l exercise 
of those r i g h t s unduly, or even n u l l i f i e d them completely, c i t i n g the i n t e r e s t s of 
stat e s e c u r i t y , a, cormnunist s o c i e t y or the workers at l a r g e . The Conmiission, i n 

i n d i v i d u a l s and organs of s o c i e t y exercising' t h e i r i-ights and z - e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s to 
promote the e f f e c t i v e observance of human r i g h t s . The aims of that r e s o l u t i o n , 
however, were fatr from being r e a l i z e d i n c e r t a i n c o u n t r i e s , whose Governments, on the 
contr a r y , discouraged and suppressed the e f f e c t i v e observa-nce of hmian r i g h t s . The 
very l e a s t the Coimnission could do -..-ac to support people vrho continued to s t r i v e 
f o r t h e i r hvjman r i g h t s in-such circulais tances. 

8. R e l i a b l e reports about s i t u a t i o n s i n the v a r i o i i s Eastern European c o u n t r i e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y the Soviet Union, gave grounds f o r concern - the more so since those 
countries vrere s i g n a t o r i e s of the P i n a l Act of the Conference on S e c u r i t y and 
Co-operation i n Егггоре. Concerning the Soviet Union i t s e l f , i t v/as d i s t u r b i n g to 
note t h a t , since the Commission's previous s e s s i o n , the s i t u a t i o n of the human r i g h t s 
a c t i v i s t Dr. Sakharov, v/ho had been e x i l e d to G o r k i j i n 1979 had not improved. 
His case v/as t y p i c a l of many others i n v o l v i n g undue r e s t r i c t i o n of the r i g h t to -
freedom of expression. In Czechoslovakia, the m.ember3 of the "Charter 7 7 " movement 
faced harassment, a r r e s t and l o s s of em.ployment simply because they had challenged 
the Government's i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l o b l i g a .^ions. 

9 . S i m i l a r v i o l a t i o n s occurred on the L a t i n ilmerican continent. Recently a 
peaceful meeting of the H a i t i a n League f o r Human Rights liad been broken u.p by 
Government for c e s and s e v e r a l persons had been i n j u r e d , A human r i g h t s a c t i v i s t 
i n Nicaragua, lîr. Gonzalez, had been detained,, and i n Argentina the judge v/ho i n 
1979 had ordered r a i d s on the o f f i c e s of orga n i z a t i o n s concerned v/ith human r i g h t s 
had ordered the a r r e s t v/ithout charges of a пгяпЬег of lav/yers i n v o l v e d i n the 
p r o v i s i o n of l e g a l a i d to p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s . 

1 0 . With regard to Cuba, Amnesty I n t e r n c i t i o n a l had r e c e n t l y reported th^at a 
j o u r n a l i s t v/ho had c r i t i c i z e d the Govemm.ent's do c t r i n e s and i t s communist a l l i e s ' 
p o l i c i e s had been confined to a p s y c h i a t r i c i n s t i t u t i o n - an a c t i o n s t r i k i n g l y 
s i m i l a r to Soviet p r a c t i c e - prosecuted and convicted of a. crime against the s e c u r i t y 
and s t a b i l i t y of the State. That case shovred v/here a broad i n t e r p r e t a t i o n and 
a p p l i c a t i o n of a l i m i t a t i o n clause might l e a d . 

1 1 . In V i e t Nam, the ob j e c t i o n a b l e p r a c t i c e of s o - c a l l e d "re-education", by v/hich 
the Government sought to make people confona to the r u l i n g party's ideology, and 
the detention of many people i n camps a,s p o l i t i c a l • p r i s o n e r s even a f t e r the 
"re-education" prograiiime had been completed, v/ere grave v i o l a t i o n s of hiunan r i g h t s . 
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1 2 . Governments which could not t o l e r a t e p o l i t i c a l d i s s e n t tended a l s o t o be 
i n t o l e r a n t of r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s . One example was the p o s i t i o n of the Baha'i m i n o r i t y 
i n I r a n i the Commission had r e c e n t l y heard the appeal made by that community's 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o the I r a n i a n d e l e g a t i o n . The Netherlands d e l e g a t i o n had heard w i t h 
i n t e r e s t the r e p l y of the observer f o r I r a n t o the e f f e c t t h a t the Baha'i comn-'Jinity 
enjoyed the same r i g h t s as a l l other I r a n i a n s , but i t appealed t o the I r a n i a n 
Government t o i n v e s t i g a t e a l l a l l e g a t i o n s i n order t o d i s p e l doubts. I n that 
connection, the European ParliaLiont, i n a r e s o l u t i o n dated 19 September 1980, had 
condemned the v i o l a t i o n of the human r i g h t s o f a l l r e l i g i o u s m i n o r i t i e s i n I r a n , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the members of the Baha'i f a i t h , whose r i g h t s as a r e l i g i o u s m i n o r i t y 
seemed not to be recognized i n the I r a n i a n C o n s t l t u t i o n i and the Sub-commission on 
Pre v e n t i o n o f D i s c r i m i n a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n of M i n o r i t i e s , i n r e s o l u t i o n 10 ( X X X I I l ) , 
had expressed profound concern f o r the s a f e t y of laenbers of the Ba,ha'i conmimity, 

1 3 . The s i t u a t i o n i n E l Salve,dor, where there was v i r t u a l l y a s t a t e o f c i v i l war, 
gave grounds f o r p a r t i c u l a r concern. The c o n f l i c t could have been avoided had there 
not been such a discrepancy between the extreme wealth of a small group and the 
abject poverty of the masses. Although tho armed i n s u r r e c t i o n might be overcome by 
more weapons, only d r a s t i c s o c i a l and economic reforms could l e a d t o democracy and 
s t a b i l i t y . 

1 4 . The Ьшгап r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n that country x-ras a p p a l l i n g . The a s s a s s i n a t i o n of 
Archbishop Romero had been r e f e r r e d t o i n General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 3 5 / 1 9 2 . 
Thousands of other people had d i e d d u r i n g the past year i n E l Salvador at the hands 
of armed gangs and s e c u r i t y s e r v i c e s . The Government could not exonerate i t s e l f 
from the ac t i o n s of p a r a m i l i t a r y f o r c e s . He h i m s e l f had seen on t e l e v i s i o n one 
instance i n which two young people, vrho had subsequently been murdered, had been 
handed over by the army t o a p a r a m i l i t a r y f o r c e , and there were many cases of. 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n between Govornnent fo r c e s and extremist gangs. A report by the 
Inter-American"Commission on Human R i g h t s , contained i n document E/CN .4/1453> 
expressed p a r t i c u l a r concern over the Government's passive a t t i t u d e t o the t i e s 
between c e r t a i n amed groups and foncier members of s e c u r i t y agencies, and over the 
l a c k of adequate i n v e s t i g a t i o n by the a u t h o r i t i e s of the crimes committed. The 
evidence given by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the E l Salvador Hunan Rights Connission to 
the Working Group on Enforced or I n v o l u n t a r y Disappearances. (E/CN .4/1435> annex X I I l ) 
had pointed t o the increase i n the nuniber of murders and f.hdu-.tiono, o f t e n based 
merely on s u s p i c i o n and axcompanied by t o r t u r e and m u t i l a t i o n . Faced w i t h the 
overwhelming evidence of massive v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s , the Commission v7ould 
l o s e i t s c r e d i b i l i t y i f i t f a i l e d to appoint a s p e c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o i n v e s t i g a t e 
the s i t u a t i o n and recommend ways t o end the nurders, abductions and acts of 
t e r r o r i s m . Given the urgency of the s i t u a t i o n , i t would be appropriate t o ask such 
a s p e c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t o submit an I n t e r i n report t o the General Assembly at i t s 
next s e s s i o n . ' 

1 5 . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , many p a r a l l e l s could be drawn between the s i t u a t i o n i n E l Salvador 
and that i n Guatemala, a country i n which abductions and p o l i t i c a l l y motivated 
a s s a s s i n a t i o n s c a r r i e d out by o f f i c i a l s e c u r i t y f o r c e s had rendered habeas corpus 
and f a i r t r i a l meaningless and had created a human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n which was c l e a r l y 
d e t e r i o r a t i n g . He noted, t o o , that the Guatemalan Government had withdrawn i t s 
i n v i t a t i o n t o the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights t o v i s i t the country 
and report on tho sit-uation t h e r e . I n view of the seriousness of that s i t u a t i o n . 
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h i s d e l e g a t i o n thought tha,t there was an uxgcnt need f o r a c l o s e r s c r u t i n y of 
developments i n Guatemala, and hoped t h a t tho Commission would take a d e c i s i o n to 
that e f f e c t . 

16, With respect t o the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n B o l i v i a , he noted that the 
Organization of American States had deplored the suspension of democratic processes 
i n t h a t country and had expressed concern over the l o s s of l i f e and serious human 
r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s which ha,d taken place there as a d i r e c t consequence of the 
m i l i t a r y coup, A study by the'United States State Department reported that the new 
régime i n B o l i v i a had begun a systematic campaign of oppression designed t o gain 
c o n t r o l of the country and e l i n i i n a t e o p p o s i t i o n and had v i o l a t e d 0. number of human, 
r i g h t s i n the process. He t h e r e f o r e hoped that the Commission vjould appoint a 
s p e c i a l envoy v^rith a mandate, to be discharged w i t h due regard f o r d i s c r e t i o n and 
equity, to study the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n the country; the s p e c i a l envoy's 
report should i n c l u d e any observations v/hich the B o l i v i a n Government ,v4shed to.make. 

17» Mr. BOEL (Denmark) s a i d t h a t the Commission's primary task must be to combat 
v i o l a t i o n s of the i n t e g r i t y of the i n d i v i d u a l wherever they occurred. His d e l e g a t i o n 
had t h e r e f o r e been disappointed by the argument vrhich had been presented d u r i n g tho 
CoEimission's debates t o the e f f e c t t h a t the p r i n c i p l e of non-interference i n the 
i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of States meant that the C o i x i i s s i o n could not take a c t i o n on 
s p e c i f i c Нгшап r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s . Such reasoning would, render meaningless the 
p r o v i s i c n s of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s instruments and the Charter of the 
United Nations, His d e l e g a t i o n vras convinced that i f those instruQe,nts., which 
embodied u n i v e r s a l l y accepted p r i n c i p l e s , were a p p l i e d i n good f a i t h , i t vrould be 
p o s s i b l e t o determine i n an i m p a r t i a l manner whether human r i g h t s had been 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y and f l a g r a n t l y v i o l a t e d , and i f so t o apply the same standards t o 
a l l cases, r e g a r d l e s s of the p o l i t i c a l system or country inv/ólved. I n the l o n g run, 
the Commission's e f f o r t s should be d i r e c t e d towards strengthening the procedvires 
which НаД g r a d u a l l y been b u i l t up over the years i n the f i e l d of hviman r i g h t s , 

18. As f o r areas r e q u i r i n g s p e c i f i c a c t i o n , l i i s d e l e g a t i o n attached p a r t i c u l a r , 
importance t o the human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n E l Salvador, the problem, of disa-ppearances 
and the r o l e of the i n d i v i d u a l in. the promotion of human r i g h t s , 

19. I n view of the shocking r e p o r t s of grave hviman r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s i n E l Salvador, 
the Commission must urge the Government of E l Salvador to do i t s utmost t o ensure 
f u l l respect f o r human r i g h t s and fundamental.freedoms i n that.country. I t should 
also appoint a'Spécial Representative to i n v e s t i g a t e the r e p o r t s of v i o l a t i o n s of 
huraan r i g h t s and'fundamental freedoms there and t o make recommendations as t o how 
those r i ^ t s and freedoms could be r e s t o r e d and a d e m o c r a t i c a l l y e l e c t e d government 
e s t a b l i s h e d . H i s d e l e g a t i o n had a c c o r d i n g l y sponsored d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/L.1'574. 
I t hoped that any r e s o l u t i o n adopted on the subject would improve the prospects f o r 
a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n i n E l Salvador, but wished to s t r e s s that the Commission's 
proper t a s k was to concentrate on the p r o t e c t i o n of hviman r i g h t s r a i h e r than on 
tho broader p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n . 
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20, I n the n a t t e r of disappearances, he re g r e t t e d to note t h a t that d i s t u r b i n g 
phennmenmi had contimied to spread aiid r e c a l l e d that h i s d e l e g a t i o n had s t r o n g l y 
supported the establirhraent of a wnrlcing group to deal T.dth i t . His d e l e g a t i o n 
welcomed the Cocimissinn's d e c i s i o n to extend the mandato of that working groiip, which 
had done e x c e l l e n t work, and hoped that i t would r e c e i v e the f u l l co-operation of a l l 
Governments concerned so tha,t i t could a,CGoaplish i t s iraporta,nt huaanita.rian t8.sk. 

21, R e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the promotion and observance o f human r i g h t s l a j not only m t h 
Governments but a l s o w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s and he drew a t t e n t i o n i n that connection to 
Commission r e s o l u t i o n 23 (XXXVl). H i s Government deplored the f a c t t h a t i n manj'-
coun t r i e s courageous individual•champions of human r i g i i t s were being s i l e n c e d and 
held the viexf that the Commission should seek ways of p r o t e c t i n g them. H i s de l e g a t i o n 
a c c o r d i n g l y supported the i n i t i a t i v e taken to that e f f e c t by the Canadian d e l e g a t i o n . 

22, F i n a l l y , h i s d e l e g a t i o n very much re g r e t t e d that some of the Commission's debates 
had been unduly p o l i t i c i z e d , . a n d t h a t i t had consequently been d i v e r t e d from, i t s 
c e n t r a l task of d e a l i n g e f f e c t i v e l y w i t h gross and f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s . 

25. Mr. BEAULHE (Canada) s a i d t h a t the Commission's primary concern was not to 
condemn those r e s p o n s i b l e f o r v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s but, r a t h e r , to i n q u i r e i n t o 
such v i o l a t i o n s w i t h a view to e l i m i n a t i n g them. I t was, unfortunate that c e r t a i n 
Governments had been e i t h e r unable or u n w i l l i n g to comply w i t h the r e l e v a n t r e s o l u t i o n s 
adopted by the Commission a t i t s previous s e s s i o n . I n Kampuchea and Afghanistan, f o r 
example, the b a s i c human r i g h t o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n continued to be denied because of 
f o r e i g n occupation. 

24. H i s d e l e g a t i o n v/as a l s o concerned over the d e t e r i o r a t i n g human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n 
i n Guatemala. I t re g r e t t e d the r e f u s a l of the Government of Guatemala to permit the 
Inter-American.Commission on Human Rig h t s .to v i s i t the country and c a l l e d upon a l l 
p a r t i e s concerned to ensure f u l l respect f o r the r i g h t s o f the Caiatemalan people. The 
s i t u a t i o n i n E l Salvador vras nn b e t t e r , and the Commission should do i t s utmost to end 
the f r a t r i c i d a l s t r u g g l e i n that countrj', v.dth i t s attendant b r u t a l human r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s . I n B o l i v i a , too, grave developments had occurred since the Commission's 
previous s e s s i o n , and h i s d e l e g a t i o n hoped that the B o l i v i a n a u t h o r i t i e s vrould f o l l o w 
up t h e i r i n v i t a t i o n to the Commission to study the hvxm.an r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n there on the 
spot. 

2 5 . The. a l l e g a t i o n s of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n against the Baha'i community i n I r a n vrere too 
v i e l l documented to be dismissed l i g h t l y by the observer f o r I r a n , and h i s d e l e g a t i o n 
hoped that the Commission v^uld not a,vfait the completion o f a convention on the r i g h t s 
of persons belonging to n a t i o n a l , e t h n i c , r e l i g i o u s and l i n g u i s t i c m i n o r i t i e s before 
a c t i n g to p r o t e c t rainoritj'- r i g h t s vrherever they vrere v i o l a t e d . 

26. The Commission should a l s o pay t r i b u t e to such i n d i v i d u a l martyrs i n the cause 
of human r i g h t s as Andrei Sakharov f o r t h e i r v a l i a n t s t r u g g l e to induce t h e i r 
Governments to honour t h e i r f r e e l y undertalcen i n t e r n a t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n s . H i s 
de l e g a t i o n deplored the growing nu.mber of cases o f abduction and hostage-talcing 
a t t r i b u t a b l e to Governments. 

http://t8.sk
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27. E e s p o n s i h i l i t y f n r the prono t i o n and p r o t e c t i o n of huv.ian r i g h t s l a y i r i t h 
i n d i v i d u a l s and organs of s o c i e t y a,s w e l l as i d t h Governments, and h i s d e l e g a t i o n 
therefore proposed that an i n t e r n a t i o n a l d e c l a r a t i o n to that e f f e c t should he dravm 
up, i n accordance vath Commission r e s o l u t i o n 23 (YÚÍICJI) , I t also vfould l i k e the 
Commission to give urgent a t t e n t i o n to the question o f human r i g h t s and massive 
exoduses as a follovr-up to i t s ovm r e s o l u t i o n 30 (XXXVl) and•to General-Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 35/196. 

28. I t vras g e n e r a l l y recognized that Governments bound by the same i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o b l i g a t i o n s had a r i g h t to i n q u i r e i n t o the V;ia,nner i n vrhich other Governments . 
discharged those o b l i g a t i o n s . Yet c e r t a i n Governments had d i s t o r t e d the meaning of . 
A r t i c l e 2, paragraph 7 , of the Charter of the United Nations, endeavouring to evade 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r Ьгялап r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s by arguing that onlj'- domestic matters vrere 
i n v o l v e d . Another contention, u n j u s t i f i e d bir the p r i n c i p l e s o r p r a c t i c e of the 
United Nations, vras that only s i t u a t i o n s vrhich threatened peace and securit"^ could be 
discussed v r i t h i n the United Nations. Common sense d i c t a t e d that s i t u a t i o n s should be 
dea l t vdth before they became dangerous. The Commission had alvrays r e j e c t e d any 
clai m that sovereignty m.eant that a Government had an absolute r i g h t to do vrhátever i t 
v.áshed vrithi n i t s j u r i s d i c t i o n . N a t i o n a l sovereignty s.nd the p r i n c i p l e of 
non-interference i n i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s could not be invoked to j u s t i f y human r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s , and South A f r i c a vras a case i n p o i n t , 

29. Mr. SOYER (Prance) s a i d that a l l s i t u a t i o n s , vrhatever t h e i r cause, i n vrhich 
i n d i v i d u a l s , groups or nations vrere f o r c i b l ; - deprived of t h e i r b a s i c r i g h t s , as 
recognized i n the U n i v e r s a l P e c l a r a t i o n o f Human E i g h t s , the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants 
on Human Rights and the d e c i s i o n s of the United Nations, required the Commission's • 
close a t t e n t i o n . 

30. He noted the gesture o f goodvrill made b;̂  the Government of B o l i v i a in. i n v i t i n g 
the Commission to send a d e l e g a t i o n to that country and that Government's r e l e a s e of 
a number of p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s i n the l a s t months of 198O, Nevertheless, serious 
v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s continued to occur i n B o l i v i a . The s i t u a t i o n c a l l e d f o r 
continued v i g i l a n c e on the par t of the Commission, and the mission to be sent to 
B o l i v i a should be afforded every f a c i l i t y i n i n v e s t i g a t i n g any a l l e g a t i o n s of 
viola.tions and i n c a r r y i n g ovit i t s manda.te. 

31. I n Guatemala, violence, had become a fe a t u r e of everyday l i f e , and there vrere 
reportedljr more tha.n 30 p o l i t i c a l a s s a s s i n a t i o n s each day. Violence v/as emplo^red by 
a l l f a c t i o n s . I n that case, too, the Commission should endeavour to reach a balanced 
d e c i s i o n . • 

32. In E l Ss.lvador, no s o l u t i o n could be found v.dthout economic and s o c i a l reforms, 
n a t i o n a l r e c o n c i l i a t i o n and the c e s s a t i o n of outside i n t e r f e r e n c e . N a t i o n a l 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n required the te r m i n a t i o n of the excesses of both g u e r r i l l a s and 
clan d e s t i n e m i l i t a r y groups. As the l e g i t i m a t e a u t h o r i t y , the Government should be 
the f i r s t to renounce the use of methods contrary to the fundamental p r i n c i p l e s f o r 
the p r o t e c t i o n of the human person. 
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35. R e f e r r i n g to the case of Andrei Sakharov, he r e c a l l e d Commission 
r e s o l u t i o n 23 (XXXVl), which had heen adopted Ъу consensus, and which c a l l e d on a l l 
Goveinments to encourage and support i n d i v i d u a l s and- organs of s o c i e t y e x e r c i s i n g 
t h e i r r i g h t s and r e s p o n s i h i l i t i e s to promote the e f f e c t i v e observance of human 
r i g h t s . His d e l e g a t i o n was convinced that the measures taken against Mr. Sakharov 
had been a response to h i s involvement i n the promotion of human r i g h t s . N e i t h e r 
the defence of Ьглпап r i g h t s nor the denunciation of v i o l a t i o n s of those r i g h t s could 
be considered as a n t i - n a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s . R e c a l l i n g Commission r e s o l u t i o n 2б (XXXVl), 
which had been adopted without o p p o s i t i o n , he deplored the measures taken against 
the r e l a t i v e s of Ш. Sakharov. 

3 4 . Mr. MARTINEZ CRHZ (Panama) r e a f f i r m e d h i s Government's adherence to the 
purposes and p r i n c i p l e s of the Charter of the United Nations and of the 
Organization of American S t a t e s , and to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e s governing the 
enjoyment and respect of hwian r i g h t s throughout the world. As was well-known, 
h i s country was a staunch supporter of the p r i n c i p l e of non-alignment as a means of 
promoting peaceful co-existence. Panama's f o r e i g n p o l i c y was al s o bp.sed on the 
defence of i t s l e g i t i m a t e i n t e r e s t s through the f u l l a f f i r m a t i o n and strengthening 
of n a t i o n a l independence, i n t e g r i t y and sovereignty and on the promotion of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y and c o l l a b o r a t i o n to f u r t h e r the independence and 
development of a l l peoples and the genuine ex e r c i s e of human r i g h t s . As the 
President . o f Panama had r e c e n t l y pointed out, respect f o r the p r i n c i p l e of 
non-interference i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of States should not s t i f l e expressions 
of concern at the at r o c i o u s and. systematic v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s t a k i n g place 
i n c e r t a i n c o u n t r i e s . Those v i o l a t i o n s were the concern of a l l S t a t e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
those which were s i g n a t o r i e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l human r i g h t s instriiments. 

35« The Commission had a c a r d i n a l r o l e to p l a y i n that regard. In i t s d e l i b e r a t i o n s , 
i t should not al l o w p o l i t i c a l cons i d.e r a t ions to take precedence over humanitarian 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . While the st r e n g t h of the Commission depended, f i r s t and foremost, 
on the p o l i t i c a l w i l l of Governments to accord proper respect to human r i g h t s and 
fundamental freedoms, i n accordance w i t h the p r i n c i p l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and 
the Charter, of the United Nations, i t should be remembered that the ex e r c i s e of such 
r i g h t s and freedoms by i n d i v i d u a l s e n t a i l e d respect f o r the r i g h t s of others. 

36. In order to achieve genuine peace l e a d i n g to a period, of improved, production 
and economic and s p i r i t u a l development and the e f f e c t i v e enjoyment of human r i g h t s , 
the t r a d i t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s m.ust be changed. Some 
co i m t r i e s s t i l l nurtured, ambitions to maintain zones of i n f l u e n c e i n the world 
through a new form of neo-colonialism. whereby the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of s o c i a l 
democracy.-were d i s t o r t e d , the vreaker countries were f o r c e d to continue producing raw 
ma t e r i a l s and s e l l i n g them on unfavourable terrris, s o c i a l development was c a l c u l a t e d 
to b e n e f i t m i n o r i t y groups and c u l t u r a l development vias modelled on that of more 
h i g h l y i n d u s t r i a l i z e d s o c i e t i e s . 

37. The Commission should be guided by the need to promote the ex e r c i s e of 
fimdamental r i g h t s and. freedoms by every i n d i v i d u a l and should not engage i n negative 
c r i t i c i s m of Governments and S t a t e s . The members of the Commission should work 
together to remedy p e r s i s t e n t v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s wherever they occurred. 
As the Presi d e n t of Panama had pointed out i n h i s annual message to the 
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N a t i o n a l Assembly i n October 1980, i t was r i d i c u l o u s and even immoral to c l a i m 
that conventional Пглпап r i g h t s e x i s t e d i n countries where most of the p o p u l a t i o n 
was b a r e l y managing to s u r v i v e . I n some S t a t e s , p o l i t i c a l oppression had reached 
such extremes that i n d i v i d u a l s were f i g h t i n g , not f o r the e x e r c i s e of the freedoms 
of movement, expression and a s s o c i a t i o n , but simply f o r the fund.amental,right to 
remain a l i v e . The r e a l cause of the p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n s e x i s t i n g i n a number of 
Latin. American countries l a y i n extreme economic and s o c i a l i n e q u i t y and r u t h l e s s 
e x p l o i t a t i o n on the part of r e a c t i o n a r y establishments which r u l e d by 
m i n o r i t i e s opposed to any change which might reduce t h e i r excessive p r i v i l e g e s . 

38. I t was the task of the Commission to a s s i s t the e f f o r t s of those countries 
endeavouring to improve co n d i t i o n s and e s t a b l i s h greater p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l and 
economic guarantees f o r t h e i r peoples and to enable them to enjoy the hwnan r i g h t s 
and fimdamental freedom.s recognized by Western C h r i s t i a n c i v i l i z a t i o n . Such changes 
would enable the peoples concerned to achieve the e x e r c i s e of t h e i r b a s i c r i g h t s 
without having to r e s o r t to p h y s i c a l v i o l e n c e or p o l i t i c a l unrest and without 
having to submit to a n a c h r o n i s t i c pressures. 

39« Mr. DAVIS ( A u s t r a l i a ) s a i d that one bf che Commission's p r i n c i p a l tasks 
at i t s current s e s s i o n was to strengthen i t s procedures f o r c o n s i d e r i n g systematic 
patterns of gross v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s , by making them more r e s i l i e n t and 
f l e x i b l e , w h i l e at the same time c o n t i n u i n g to work f o r the improvement of the 
l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s of people a l l over the world. 

4 0 . I f the Commission was to achieve those o b j e c t i v e s , one of i t s f i r s t tasks 
must be to p r o t e c t those i n d i v i d u a l s seeking to a v a i l themselves of the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y approved processes of t h e i r own countries f o r the defence of 
human r i g h t s . Such i n d i v i d u a l s represented broader masses of people and therefore 
became the l e g i t i m a t e subject of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's concern. Evidence 
from any country regarding the systematic suppression of the r i g h t of i n d i v i d u a l s 
to defend human r i g h t s was of concern to h i s Government, I n c e r t a i n c o u n t r i e s , the 
suppression of the freedoms of speech and of assembly had. given r i s e to what were 
known as d i s s i d e n t movements, and. any act of dissent from the p r e v a i l i n g State 
ideology was t r e a t e d as a crime, 

41. The Commission would, a l s o be obliged to consider s i t u a t i o n s where the 
breakdown of law, order and p u b l i c m o r a l i t y was of such magnitude that the 
Commssion was compelled to respond, Some s i t u a t i o n s of that nature were brought 
to the a t t e n t i o n of the Commission under the procedures provided f o r i n 
Economic and S o c i a l Council r e s o l u t i o n s 728 F ( X X V I I l ) , 1235 ( X L I l ) and 
1503 ( X L V I I l ) , The e s s e n t i a l purpose of those procedures was to enable i n d i v i d u a l s 
to c o n t r i b u t e to the Commission's understanding of s i t u a t i o n s i n countries which 
merited i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n , and arguments such as that of a l l e g e d s e l e c t i v i t y must 
not be allowed to i n t e r f e r e w i t h that purpose, 

42. Among the urgent cases to be d e a l t w i t h by the Commission were s i t u a t i o n s which 
suggested that a Government had permitted or t o l e r a t e d the use of v i o l e n c e and 
t e r r o r , w i t h the r e s u l t i n g c o l l a p s e of the r u l e of law. Such t r a g i c s i t u a t i o n s 
o f t e n passed beyond the c o n t r o l of the Governments themselves, and the Commission 
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could and. must use i t s e x p e r t i s e and experience to help the Governments concerned, 
to r e c t i f y them and to understand that no circumstances could, j u s t i f y gross and 
f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of the r i g h t s of t h e i r peoples. I n such cases, the Commission 
must d.ecide whether p o l i c i e s of reason could best he promoted by adopting the 
c o n f i d e n t i a l procedure provided f o r i n Economic and S o c i a l C ouncil 
r e s o l u t i o n . 1 5 0 3 (XLVIII) or whether some more p u b l i c form of a,ction should be taken. 
An example of the l a t t e r procedure had. been the Council's d e c i s i o n to authorize' 
a p u b l i c i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the s i t u a t i o n i n E q u a t o r i a l Guinea und.er that coimtry's 
former régime. The r e s u l t i n g s t u d i e s demonstrated c l e a r l y the value of the 
Commission's work i n such circumstances. He expressed the hope that the study 
would a s s i s t the people of E q u a t o r i a l Guinea i n t h e i r e f f o r t s to r e - e s t a b l i s h 
freedom and d i g n i t y i n t h e i r country. The Commission should consider making vnder 
use of those procedures, which were not condemnatory, but, i f used p r o p e r l y , 
could be of r e a l b e n e f i t to Governments and peoples. 

4 3 . R e f e r r i n g to the s i t u a t i o n i n Guatemala., he s a i d i t was r e g r e t t a b l e that the 
Government had been unable to r e c e i v e a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Secretary-General to 
i n v e s t i g a t e the i s s u e s r a i s e d i n Commission r e s o l u t i o n 32 (XXXVl), The report 
of the Secretary-General i n document E/CN .4/1438 contained c l e a r evidence 
of the Guatemalan Government's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , and. the time had come f o r i t to 
respond to the l e g i t i m a t e . r e q u e s t s of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. 

44* Ihe s i t u a t i o n i n E l Salvador was exacei-bated by s u b s t a n t i a l e x t e r n a l support] 
f o r g u e r r i l l a and t e r r o r i s t elements, l i h i l e r e c o g n i z i n g the severe pressure 
which t e r r o r i s t a c t i v i t i e s had imposed on the a.uthorities, h i s d e l e g a t i o n looked 
to the Government of E l Salvador to e x e r c i s e i t s a u t h o r i t y over a l l forces i n 
the country i n order to r e s t o r e the e f f e c t i v e p r o t e c t i o n of fimdamental human 
r i g h t s and to endeavour to find, a peaxeful s o l u t i o n to the s i t u a t i o n . Any such . , 
s o l u t i o n , i n order to be l a s t i n g , must ensure the p r o t e c t i o n of the r i g h t s of a l l 
the people of E l Salvador, The s i t u a t i o n would b e n e f i t from the d i r e c t a t t e n t i o n 
of the Commission, and i t was to be hoped that a report would be submitted to the 
Commission s e t t i n g out c l e a r l y the nature of the extensive breaches of Ьглпап r i g h t s 
and the steps that should be ta.ken to terminate them. 

45 « The s i t u a t i o n i n B o l i v i a was a l s o a source of great eoncem to h i s d e l e g a t i o n , 

4 6 . One of the most d i s t r e s s i n g v i o l a t i o n s of the r i g h t to h o l d a r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f 
was the p e r s e c u t i o n , i n I r a n , of members of the Baha'i f a i t h , who were not only 
denied the r i g h t s of a recognized r e l i g i o u s m i n o r i t y , but were s y s t e m a t i c a l l y 
harassed.. 

4 7 . R e f e r r i n g to d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E / C N , 4 / L , 1 6 0 1 , he s a i d that there was a 
widespread b e l i e f that l a r g o - s c a l e exoduses of persons and groups were f r e q u e n t l y 
the r e s u l t of v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s , Si.ich massive exod.uses had i n e v i t a b l y 
i nvolved great human s u f f e r i n g and d e p r i v a t i o n . The d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n did. not 
address i t s e l f to any p a r t i c u l a r case, but was intended to c o n t r i b u t e to the 
prevention of s i t u a t i o n s which might l a t e r give r i s e to massive outflows of 
people. 
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4 3 . I n the со^хгае of' i'fcs ¿cliuGrs.tiouE, th.: C c m i c o i o n hsÂ. c o i i e i d c r e d tha s i t u a t i o n s 
p r c v a i l i n c r i n uany c o i u i t r i e s i n a l l p a r t s of the u o r l û . \Гп±1в i b -.ías trij . c that the 
a c t i o n talcon had boen d i f f e r e n t i n each C?,GO, h i s doloo - a t i o n b o l i c T O d t h a t d i f f e r e n t 
casos would ali/ays a c r i t d i f f e r e n t responses and t l i a t i t мае the 'cash of the 
JDonœiisMcm^iû--^.uiGure-tlmt ea,eh-4>ase wf̂ ^̂  i t c m e r i t s aixC. t h a t the a c t i o i r 
taJ:en \;as o.ppropriato. E v e r y s i t u a t i o n s h o u l d bo jud- jcd i n i t s o v e r - a l l context, 
r,s Vías s t a t e d c l e a r l y i n General Asscraûly resolución .52/13O. 

49- îfr. Sijni ( f e d e r a l R e p u b l i c of Gcrman¿'"), i n t r o d u c i n g draf'L. 
r e s o l u t i o n I 7 C I I . 4/L . I 5 Û 7 , s a i d t h a t the sponsors hr.d d e c i d e d t o i n i j c r t г s u b t i t l e 
reauin{T " A s s i s t a n c e t o the C e n t r a l ^.'ifrice-ji Republic''''. The n c j Gcvernmont i n t h a t 
countjcy had r e s t o r e d the onjoyiaent of huuri i righ'fee, and the C o u n i s s i o n sho'i'.ld 
p r o v i d e a l l necessary a s s i s t a n c e t o enable those e f f o r t s t o continue. 

5Ü. The d c e i s i o n s o f the CoMniicsion v c r c of no a v a i l i f Goverjinontc f a i l e d t o 
iraploment 'bhein, o r persecuted t h e i r c i t i z e n s f o r e x o r c i s i n g ' t h e i r r i/rhuc. I n a l l 
p a r t s Ox the v r o r l d , both Govcrniiionts raid t o i T o r i c t novononts i.-orc tr-oi l ty of s e r i o u s 
v i o l a t i o n s of Ьишал r i ^ ' h t s . The Commission rhoúld sped: оггг c l e a r l y i n that r e g a r d . 
l i O n a n i t a - r i a n c o n s i d e r a t i o n s should tal:c precedence o v e r c o n s i d e r c t i o n s of povrar 
p o l i t i c s . I n U e s t e m Suropo спи the ÏÏnited S t a t e s , e s t a b l i s h e d s y s t e n s and 
procedures e x i s t e d f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of human r i g h t s . P r o g r e s s i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n 
b-as a l s o b e i n g изЛе i n A f r i c a . Iloirover, although the jTinal Act 01 the Conference 
on Secur-ity гла Co-operation i n Нигере had boen si^rncd by a l l E a s t e r n exiú. V/estorn 
European coimtrics., i t s p r i n c i p l e s г;еге not f u l l y a p p l i e d by a l l Governments. I n 
c e r t a i n s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s , ¿Toups a t t e a p t i n / r to e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t s by 
c r i t l c i z i n c " t h o i r Goveriments f o r f a i l v i r o t o apply the p r o v i s i o n s of the Act ha.d 
boen sub j e c t e d t o r e p r e s s i v e measures. One exaj.iplo vc-.o the case of j \ n d r c i Saldiarov. 
Thoi>e had been no iriprovcmcn'l; i n h i s s i t v i a t i o n ; on t h e c o n t r a r y , Government 
r e p r e s s i o n ha,d extended t o members of h i s f c j j i l y . 

51 . The Commission should not r e s t r i c t i t s e l f t o conder.ming a.buoes of " huxian r i g h t s 
by the Governments of d e v e l o p i n g c o u j i t r i e s , but mus!; a l s o spoaJ- out f r a n l c l y \ i i t h 
re^^ard t o the s i t u a t i o n s p r e v a i l i n g " i n more poT.'oriul c o u n t r i e s . 

52. • I l r . PASSST (observer f o r the C e n t r a l i l f r i c a n R e p u b l i c ) cr,id t l i a t he vdshcd t o 
in f o r m the Commission of the steps tolcon i n h i s country v.dth rcíTa.rd t o humaai r i g h t s 
s i n c e the r e s t o r a t i o n o f the Republic-. 

5 5 . One of the main concerns of h i s GovomEicnt load been t o r e d r e s s the s o c i a l 
i n j u s t i c e s committed m i d o r the régime of tho f o r m e r Emperor Bokrosa, and a n a t i o n a l 
commission of i n q u i r y had. boon set up i n September 1979 "bo investiga . . t c the misdeeds " 
oлd abxtses p e r p e t r a t e d by t h a t régime. Those i a p l i c p-tod i n crimes had been t r i e d 
i n accordance v r i t h the p r i n c i p l e s set f o r t h i n tho U n i v e r s a l Déclaration of Human 
R i g h t o , i n p a r t i c u l a r a r t i c l e s 10 and 11, and moa,s\u?os ha,d been talcon t o compensate 
tho- v i c t i m s . 

54. H i s Govornmcnt's main e f f o r t s had been aimed at r e s t o r i n g a t r u e deuocracy that-
•irould guarantee the b a s i c i-ights o f tho i n d i v i d u a l , '.jhich load been r e f l e c t e d by the 
adop t i o n on 1 February J9G1> through a referendum, o f a C o n s t i t u t i o n e s t a b l i s h i n g 
the s e p a r a t i o n o f pox/ers, and a- m u l t i - p a r t y s y s t e n , and p r o c l a i m i n g h-апгл r i g h t s 
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алсТ fuíidaBcntal freodomc. On 15 Ilarcli 1 9 S 1 , the people ox the Centx-a.l Axi-ican 
Repxihlic irould e l e c t i t s Pxrosident fi-om among sevci"-a,l candidates and i n Jmie I9OI 
i t s deputies and mijnicipat coxuisellors. For the fix-'st time i n 15 years, thore vrere 
no longer any p o l i t i c a l prisoners' i n h i s counti^j/. Hovrever, those r e s t o r e d r i g h t s 
and fi-eodoms uould he incomplete unless the 25co;::ile had an adequate standard of 
l i v i n g and the r i g h t to s e c u r i t y , as provided f o r i n a r t i c l e 25 of the U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n of Human E i g h t s . 

55• Hovrever, the Centx-at iuTrican R e public, one of the l e a s t advanced countx-ies, 
had been s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d by tho i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic c r i s i s , tho imjuot 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order and the mismana.gomont of the formex" régime, f a c t o r s 
v/hich had caused i t to Налге an a i l i n g economy, a, heavy f o r e i g n debt, a, serious 
budgetary cx-isis and a poor standard of pxiblic h e a l t h . 

5 6 . In viev/ of that s i t u a t i o n , the Govex'-nnent and people of the C e n t r a l A f r i c a n 
Republic had undex-talcen c f f o x t s v/i t h i n tho fraxievjox-k of the I 9 8 O - I 9 O I economic and 
s o c i a l r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p l an to r e s t o r e the country's crcditv/orthiness, reorganize i t s 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ma.chinex-y and x - e v i t a l i z e i t s economy. 

5 7 " fhe immensity of the task f a c i n g h i s Governa;ient паЛе i t more necessary than 
ever f o r i t s e f f o r t s to bo complemented by those of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l conmiunity and, 
i n that x-ogard, he drov a t t e n t i o n to the p r o v i s i o n s of General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 5 5 / 8 7 on a s s i s t a n c e fox* the reconstx-uction, r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and development 
of the C e n t r a l i i f r i c a n Republic. 

5 8 . Ho expi-essod h i s delegation's s a t i s f a , c t i o n at d r a f t x'esolution E / C H . 4 / L . 1 5 8 7 > 
v/liich i t regaixlod as an encouragement to h i s Govornmcirc i n i t s d i f f i c u l t task of 
px-ovidinQ- i t s peoplo v/ith v/ork, h e a l t h y l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s , edu.cation, food and 
housing', -i/ithou-t \;hich bhe c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s regained vfould be incomplete. 
In c o nclusion, he expxresscd h i s Governriiont ' s gx-atitudc to tho i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 
and the Commission f o r the p o s i t i v e measures they had taken i n respect of h i s 
count l'y. 

59' ^:brj._^van^Vl-r (Directe;:-, D i v i , - i e r o... Hvniiau Right в) sai-:-., w i t h regard to the 
f i n a n c i a l impTications of operative pax-agraph 1 of dx^aft r e s o l u t i o n I J/CH . 4 / L . 1 5 S 7 , 
that the programme of advicox-y s e r v i c e s provided f o r the h o l d i n g of seminars and 
the g r a n t i n g of expert s e r v i c e s at the request of Govoi-raients. Since such a request 
v/ould probably be made i n the case u.nder c o n s i d e r a t i o n , the D i v i s i o n v/ould b r i n g the 
matter t o the a t t e n t i o n of the budgetary s e r v i c e s of the United Hatipnc so t h a t i t 
could be taken i n t o account i n budgeting the a.dvisox-y soxntces progx-'amme. The 
D i v i s i o n had been unable to comply v/ith a l l requ.eots fox" a d v i s o r y sex-'vices 
submitted to date, a;nd the nev/ request v/ould t h e r e f o r e have to compete v/ith others. 
Hov/ever, i t v/as envisaged that the programme i/ould bo c a l l e d upon to d e a l not only 
v/ith v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s but a l s o v/ith the rcstox-"ation of human r i g h t s i n 
various covmtries. I t v/as i n that l i g h t that the request v/ould have to be viev/ed. 
In the cii-cumstances, i t uas impossible f o r liim to present p r e c i s o f i n a i x c i a l 
i m p l i c a t i o n s at the curx-ent sta.ge, but tho q^u.oGtion v/ould be the svicjoct of f u r t h e r 
d i s c u s s i o n v;ithin tho Secretax-iat and \ r x t h the Govex-nmont conccniod. 

60. The CIIAIRI-IAH amiounced that tho delegations of Ghana, Ilorocco, Z a i r e and 
Zambia had been added to the l i s t of sponsoi-s of di-aft r e s o l u t i o n li/CH.4 / L . 1 5 8 7 • 
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61. I f he heard no o b j e c t i o n , he would take i t that the Conmission decided to adopt 
the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n by consensus. 

6 2 . I t was so decided. 

Ih". ZORIH (Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics) said that h i s d e l e g a t i o n had not 
objected to the adoption.of the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n but wished to draw a t t e n t i o n to the 
t h i r d preambular paragraph. There had been no d e t a i l e d report on the s i t u a t i o n i n 
the C e n t r a l A f r i c a n Republic and i t vías th e r e f o r e d i f f i c u l t to judge v/hether.human 
r i g h t s and fundamental freedoms had i n f a c t been restored i n that country. He would 
l i k e the record to r e f l e c t the fact, that no serious d i s c u s s i o n had been held i n the 
Commission concerning that s i t u a t i o n . 

6 4 . ¥ix. KHIGHT (Balia'i I n t e r n a t i o n a l Community) sa i d that the 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 member Baha'i 
community was the l a r g e s t r e l i g i o u s m i n o r i t y i n I r a n aiid yet x/as not recognized 
under the Iranian. C o n s t i t u t i o n , a f a c t which had led to a serious v i o l a t i o n of i t s 
human r i g h t s and fimdamental freedoms, i n disregard of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant 
on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s , which had been signed and r a t i f i e d by that country. 
The Baha'is of I r a n v/ere a l l indigenous I r a n i a n s vdio, f o l l o v / i n g the p r i n c i p l e s of 
t h e i r f a i t h , v/ere l o y a l to t h e i r country and Government and v/ere not involved i n 
par t y p o l i t i c s o r any subversive a c t i v i t y , yet they had been the m.ost f r e q u e n t l y 
persecuted group i n I r a n . Although, at times, c e r t a i n Balia'is had enjoyed some 
r e l i e f , that, had simply been a r e f l e c t i o n of the degree to which current laws v/ere 
enforced by l e s s prejudiced g-overnment o f f i c i a l s and not the r e s u l t of any d e l i b e r a t e 
p r o t e c t i o n , extended by the law to members of the Baha'i community. 

6 5 . The r e f u s a l of successive Governments i n I r a n to accord the Baha'i f a i t h 
o f f i c i a l r e c o g n i t i o n as an independent r e l i g i o n had.deprived the Baha'is of human 
r i g h t s and p r i v i l e g e s under the lav/ and rendered them second-class c i t i z e n s . Despite 
i t s r a p i d r i s e to become the l a r g e s t m i n o r i t y r e l i g i o n i n I r a n , the Baha'i f a i t h , 
c o n t rary to other m i n o r i t y f a i t h s , had been denied r e c o g n i t i o n under the I9Q6 
C o n s t i t u t i o n , and acts of per s e c u t i o n against the community had continued. 

66. Pollov/ing the accession to power of Reza Shah i n 1 9 2 1 , the Ba l i a ' i s and t h e i r 
i n s t i t u t i o n s had become the v i c t i m s of r e p r e s s i o n by the Government, a p o l i c y 
continued throughout the period o f the P a h l a v i régime up to the I s l a m i c R e v o l u t i o n 
i n 1 9 7 9 . 

6 7 . During ¿md since that r e v o l u t i o n , the Baha'is had been the repeated v i c t i m s o f 
v i o l e n t a t t a c k s . P r o p e r t i e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e i r i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y holy p l a c e s , had been 
c o n f i s c a t e d , desecrated and, i n some cases, destroyed. The a r r e s t and subsequent 
disappearance of a l l nine members of the N a t i o n a l Bahai A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Council of 
I r a n i n August' 1 9 8 0 v/as one of the most s t r i k i n g examples of the attempts made to 
s t i f l e the Baha'i community. 

6 8 . Noting that the human r i g h t s of the C h r i s t i a n , Jev/ish and Z o r o a s t r i a n m i n o r i t i e s 
v/ere protected vuider the lav/s of the I s l a m i c Republic of I r a n , he said that the 
d e l i b e r a t e omission of the Baha'is had l e f t the v/ay open to i n t e n s i f i e d demmciations, 
summary a r r e s t s and t r i a l s , murder, and d e s t r u c t i o n of property and holy places v/ith 
almost complete assurance of immunity f o r the p e r p e t r a t o r s . 
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69. ТЬе I r a n i a n B a i i a ' i s , i n common wi t h t h e i r f e l l o w b e l i e v e r s the world over, 
were obliged.as an a r t i c l e o f - t h e i r f a i t h to show l o y a l t y to the Government of 
the country i n vrtiich they l i v e d and to a b s t a i n from p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,in p o l i t i c s , 
and were committed to the hi g h e s t standards of m o r a l i t y i n t h e i r p u b l i c and 
p r i v a t e l i v e s . Those f a c t s had been repeatedly brought '.э the n o t i c e of the 
I r a n i a n a u t h o r i t i e s , together vrith evidence that the I r a n i a n Paha'is' had 
s t e a d f a s t l y upheld those fundamental p r i n c i p l e s of t h e i r f a i t h , but a l l such 
representations and appeals f o r j u s t i c e and f a i r treatment had gone unheeded. 

70. -.-. l l r . A]30llBIüZK ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l Indian Treaty Council) s a i d that Govei?nments 
i n the:ÁmerÍGas had i n recent years committed l a r g e - s c a l e v i o l a t i o n s of the 
human r i g h t s of the 30 m i l l i o n Indians of the Western Hemisphere, v-rho were 
p o l i t i c a l l y and economically defenceless. The i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of .-.oppression 
had been r e f l e c t e d , j n t e r a l i a . , i n noor h e a l t h and s o c i a l c o n ditions f o r the 
indigenous communities and the continued s t e r i l i z a t i o n of Indian vromen,. 

71. The Governments of the Americans shared r e s p o n s i b i l i t y vrith c e r t a i n 
r e l i g i o u s m i s s i o n a r i e s f o r the d e s t r u c t i o n of Indian languages, c u l t u r e s and 
s o c i e t i e s ' through the c o n t r o l e x e r c i s e d over the type of education r e c e i v e d 
by Indian c h i l d r e n and the adoption programmes under vrhich such c h i l d r e n vrere ' 
t r a n s f e r r e d from t h e i r homes to non-Indian environments, 

72. Recognizing that the Indian c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y VNras deeply r o o t e d . i n the land,-
the Governments of the Americas had p a r t i c i p a t e d i n a number of programmes 
designed to detach the Indian people from t h e i r lands. In that connection, he 
r e f e r r e d to docvunent Е/С1Г.4Д?00/3195 v/hich contained summaries of some ' serious 
v i o l a t i o n s of the human r i g h t s of Indian peoples i n the Americas. He a l s o 
viished to dravr a t t e n t i o n to the case c f the 6,000 Navajos i n A r i z o n a v̂гho v/ere 
bei n g r e l o c a t e d a g a i n s t t h e i r v / i l l i n order to c l e a r the area f o r the s t r i p 
mining of the r i c h c o a l v e i n v/hich l a y beneath t h e i r homes, 

75. Other v i o l a t i o n s of the Ьглпап r i g h t s of the Indian peoples of the Americas 
vrere the r e p r e s s i o n of indiai-: o r g a n i s a t i o n s and the imprisonment, a s s a s s i n a t i o n , 
t o r t u r e and kidnapping of Indian l e a d e r s , tïany Indian a..'bivists and leaders 
vrore imprisoned i n the Ameri.ca.s and vrere ofte?ri -put fn i s o l a t i o n v/ards f o r l o n g 
periods of time. 

74. A major improvement i n -bhe area of h-unian r i g h t s f o r Indians i n the Americas 
had taken place i n Nicaragua under the nevr Government, which provided f o r 
b i l i n g i i a l teaching i n the respected Indian lang\:iages and i n Spanish and f o r 
Indian p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the governmental c o u n c i l . 

75. He noted the d e t e r i o r a t i r i g s i t u a t i o n of the Indians i n E l Salvador, who vrere 
s t r u g g l i n g against vKijust economic and s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s vrhile the major 
Western Pov/ers vrere engaging i n an i n t e n s i v e propaganda Campaign designed to 
v/in them p o l i t i c a l advantage, 

76. In co n c l u s i o n , he s a i d t h a t , v/hile the Commission v/as r i g j i t l y f o c u s s i n g 
on.the e f f e c t s of c o l o n i a l i s m , a p a r t h e i d , Zionism and other forms of racism on 
the enjojrment of human r i g h t s , i t mlust not f o r g e t the unique s i t u a t i o n and the 
hvmaan r i g h t s of the 80 m i l l i o n Indian people of the Americas. 

The meeting rose at 1 p,m. 




