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The meeting was called, to: order at 4 .20 p.m. 

QUESTION OP THE EEÂLIZATION IN ALL CCUN,ÍPLÍES OP THE ECONCÎIIC, SOCIAL AND CULTLTu'lL: 
RIGHTS CONTAINED IN THE UÎTIVERSAL DECLARA'JION OP HUIÎâN RIGHAS AND IN Т Ш 
INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL А̂ ГО CULTURAL RIGHTS, AMD.STUDY OP .. 
SPECIAL PROBLEMS Ш 1 С Н THE DEITDLOPING COUNTRIES PACE IN THEIR EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE 
THESE HUMAN RIGHTS, mCLUDING: 

(a) PROBIEMS RELATED TO THE RIGHT TO ENJOY AN ADEQUATE STANDAPOD OF LIVING; 
THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPÎŒINT 

(b) THE EFFECTS OP THE EXISTING UNJUST INTERIÍATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER ON THE 
ECONOMIES OF THE ХЕТОЮРШО COUNTRIES MB THE OBSTACIE THAT THIS 
REPRESENTS FOR THE BIPLEIENTATION OF HTOIAN RIGHTS. А1ГО FUNDAlffiNTAL 
FREEDOÍÍS (agenda item S) (continued) (E/CN.4/1421 ; E/CN.4/1425? 
E/CN.4/1458; E/CN.4/1459; E/CN.4/NGO/296; E/CN . 4 /NGO / 3 0 3 ; S T / H R / S E R . A / 8 ) 

STATUS OP THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON ШЛШТ RIGHTS (agenda item 22) (continued) 
(E/CN.4/1444) 

1. lira. SILVA de ARANA (Peru) said that the i n c l u s i o n i n agenda item 8 of the 
questions r e f e r r e d to i n subparagraphs (a) and (b) h i g h l i g h t e d the existence of 
the r i g h t t o development and the importance of the establishment of a new i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
economic order p r o v i d i n g f o r the r e a l i z a t i o n of a l l human r i g h t s , which were 
acknowledged to be i n d i v i s i b l e and interdependent. Among the o b j e c t i v e s proposed 
f o r the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development Str a t e g y f o r the Third United Nations Development 
Decade were e q u i t a b l e trade r e l a t i o n s , e f f e c t i v e enjoyment of the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n a l l i t s forms, c o n t r o l and r e g u l a t i o n of the a c t i v i t i e s of 
t r a n s n a t i o n a l c o r p o r a t i o n s , r e c o g n i t i o n of the r i g h t of States to p a r t i c i p a t e f u l l y 
i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l order and the more l i b e r a l t r a n s f e r of technology. The study 
i n document E/CN.4/142I supplemented the study of the preceding year and contained 
some i n t e r e s t i n g suggestions which should be analysed and developed i n order to t r y 
to i n t e r p r e t c o r r e c t l y the needs of the с .veloping world. The study endeavoured to 
show the e f f o r t s that the developing c o u n t r i e s must malee i n order to achieve the 
r i g h t to development as a human r i g h t . 

2. Peru had shown, i n s e v e r a l forums that i t attached groat importance to the question 
under c o n s i d e r a t i o n . I t was a p a r t y to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants and the Optional 
P r o t o c o l . I t had p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the seminar on the e f f e c t s of the e x i s t i n g unjust 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order on the economies of the developing c o u n t r i e s and the 
obstacle which that represented f o r the implementation of luiman r i g h t s and fundamental 
freedoms. On that occasion, her d e l e g a t i o n had expressed r e g r e t at the f a c t that some 
coun t r i e s had not attended the seminar since t h e i r absence had prevented the 
p a r t i c i p a n t s from h o l d i n g a f r u i t f u l dialogue. 

5. There was a need not only to define the r i g h t to development, but al s o to e s t a b l i s h 
the mechanisms which \TOuld make i t p o s s i b l e f o r that r i g h t to be exercised. Thus the . 
General Assembly had recommended that a seminar on tho t i e s l i n l c i n g human r i g h t s , 
peace and development should be held i n I98I . The maintenance of peace, development 
and the promotion of human r i ^ t s were at the core of a l l the a c t i v i t i e s of the 
United Nations, and her d e l e g a t i o n f i r m l y supported those o b j e c t i v e s . 

4. Ш. ZORIN (Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republics) said that h i s d e l e g a t i o n had 
c o n s i s t e n t l y pressed f o r the maintenance of the question contained i n item 8 on the 
Commission's agenda since the main problems of today revolved around t l i a t item. The 
new Soviet C o n s t i t u t i o n set f o r t h and guaranteed fundamental r i g h t s and freedoms. 

file:///TOuld


E/CÏÏ.4/SE.1614 

page 3 

whose implementation vras ensured i n p r a c t i c e . Thus, under the f i v e - y e a r p l a n f o r 
I975-I9SO, the expenditure a l l o c a t e d to human development had represented f o u r f i f t h s 
of the budget. In the Soviet Union, c i t i z e n s enjoyed f r e e education and f r e e h e a l t h 
care; the standard of l i v i n g of r e t i r e d people and former s'^rvicemen did not d e c l i n e 
as i n other c o u n t r i e s , and the r e a l income of vrorkers had increased considerably i n 
recent years. The t w e n t y - s i x t h Congress of the Soviet Communist P a r t y , had opened 
i n Moscow on 23 February; i t was to study the most important problems a r i s i n g i n the 
country's f o r e i g n and domestic p o l i c y , the p a t t e r n of economic and s o c i a l development 
du r i n g the period 1981-1985? and prospects up to 1990. The statement by the 
Secretary-General of the Soviet Communist P a r t y and the other documents presented to 
that Congress f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n had shown that the main o b j e c t i v e of the 
Soviet Union's economic s t r a t e g y was c o n s t a n t l y to improve the m a t e r i a l and c u l t u r a l 
standard of the Soviet people and to ensure the r e a l i z a t i o n of huraan p o t e n t i a l . 
That p o l i c y war, r e f l e c t e d i n an increase i n r e a l income, the c o n s t r u c t i o n of housing, 
tho extension of s o c i a l s e c u r i t y , and f r e e h e a l t h care and education. At a time 
when consumer p r i c e s wore s o a r i n g i n many c o u n t r i e s , the Soviet Government had good 
reason to be proud of tho s i t u a t i o n i n i t s country, f o r r e t a i l p r i c e s and r e n t s had 
not increased f o r years and the cost of s e r v i c e s represented only 3 per cent of a 
worker's average income. The cost of p u b l i c transport had not gone up f o r 40 years. 
Such e x t r a o r d i n a r y achievements were unoqualled anyiihere i n the world, and the e f f o r t s 
that had been made to a r r i v e at such r e s n l t s could w e l l be imagined. 

5. His d e l e g a t i o n tmderstood the a s p i r a t i o n s of the developing c o u n t r i e s , which 
wished t o consider the problem of the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic and s o c i a l r i g h t s w i t h i n 
the aegis of the United Hâtions and to accord s p e c i a l importance to them. I t was not 
enough to embody those r i g h t s i n solemn d e c l a r a t i o n s ; economic and s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s 
favourable to the development of an independent n a t i o n a l economy and to the e q u i t a b l e 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of a country's wealth must be e s t a b l i s h e d . I f the Soviet Union - the 
v i c t i m of d e v a s t a t i n g wars, blockades and h o s t i l e schemes - had been able to cope 
w i t h a d v e r s i t y and emerge strengthened, i t was because i t had chosen the path of 
independent development. The question of the r i g h t to development r a i s e d by the 
developing countries was l o g i c a l and of current i n t e r e s t . The Soviet Union defended 
the r i g h t of peoples to dispose of t h e i r ovm wealth as they saw f i t and to achieve 
economic and s o c i a l change i n the manner best s u i t e d t o t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . The peoples 
and Governments of the developing c o u n t r i e s could not remain i n a c t i v e when faced w i t h 
the adverse consequences of c o l o n i a l i s m and the plundering of t h e i r resources by the 
i m p e r i a l i s t s . In that connection, h i s d e l e g a t i o n vras disturbed by the data c o l l e c t e d 
by UHCTAD which shov/ed that from 1970 to 1977 f o r e i g n corporations had derived from the 
developing c o u n t r i e s p r o f i t s that were tv/ice as high as both the investments they had 
made i n those countries and the p r o f i t s they derived from t h e i r c o u n t r i e s of o r i g i n . 
That deplorable s i t u a t i o n had adverse e f f e c t s on the standard of l i v i n g and the 
achievement of human r i g h t s i n the developing c o u n t r i e s . Although there v/ere 
19 m i l l i o n unemplojred i n the developed Western c o u n t r i e s , there vrere more than 
400 m i l l i o n i n the developing c o u n t r i e s . I n the l a t t e r c o u n t r i e s , 800 m i l l i o n people 
suffered from m a l n u t r i t i o n and 50 m i l l i o n starved to death every year. The 
establishment of a nev/ i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order v/as t h e r e f o r e a n e c e s s i t y i n order 
to save the l i v e s of hundreds of m i l l i o n s of people. 
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6. As the Secretary-General of the. Soyiet.Communist P a r t y had had occasion to 
s t a t e , the economies o f th.© developing c o u n t r i o s were a l s o s u f f e r i n g from _the, 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e n s i o n .and the arms-race and from the short-sighted acts of aggression 
committed, by.some V/estern-.:countries. Every year the member countries of MTO devoted 
400 to ' 4 5 0 b i l l i o n dollars:..-to armaments. The ai-ms race, the-increase of m i l i t a r y 
budgets and the heightening of i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e n s i o n were harming peace, and detente 
and undermining the bases f o r co-opera.tive c o n s t r u c t i o n . The interdependence of the 
problems presented by the r e a l i s a t i o n of human r i g h t s and the strengthening of peace 
and detente'Was an obvious f a c t reco.gnized, i n t e r a l i a , i n ' t h e chapter on the r i g h t to 
peace and disarmament as a human r i g h t (E/CH ,4/1421). The r i g h t o f a l l human beings 
to peace was linlced to t h e - r i g h t to development..- I f people -were not assured of :an 
opportunity t o l i v e i n peace, there was no'question of t h e i r being -able to enjoy the 
r i g h t to development and other human r i g h t s . I t was th e r e f o r e e s s e n t i a l to redouble 
e f f o r t s to maintain peace and s e c u r i t y ^ strengthen détente-and h a l t the a.rms race. 

7. The r e a l i z a t i o n - of the. r i g h t to. development a l s o presupposed support; f o r the -
st r u g g l e f o r the . l i b e r a t i o n of peoples a.nd s o c i a l progress, the e l i m i n a t i o n of the 
a f t e r - e f f e c t s of c o l o n i a l i s m , and the establishvaent of i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic 
r e l a t i o n s oh a f a i r and eq u i t a b l e b a s i s . The r i g h t to development was a r i g h t of.both 
peoples and i n d i v i d u a l s , and everj^one must be guaraaiteed an opportunity to develop h i s 
a b i l i t i e s to the f u l l e s t extent. 

8. With respect to agenda item 22,. s e v e r a l countries had.-ratified the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenants on Human Rig h t s during the preceding year, but more than h a l f . t h e States 
Members 6f the United Nations, some.of which claimed to champion human r i g h t s , had 
s t i l l not decided to accept the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s imposed on them by those instruments. 
The Commission must therefore talce t2ie r e q u i s i t e raeasures to induce tliose States to 
r a t i f y or accede t o the Covenants. 

9 . I n conclusion, he hoped that the Commission would be c a l l e d upon to consider a 
d r a f t résolution on the question which took,account of the con s i d e r a t i o n s and 
observations he had submitted. 

10. ' 'Mr. van der-STOEL (Hetherlands),said t h a t the clo s e i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n between 
c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s and economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s had long been 
recognized by the United Hâtions, as was i l l u s t r a t e d by a whole s e r i e s of instruments.-
But i t could not be denied that f o r many years the Commission had addressed i t s e l f 
mainly to'the problems r e l a t i n g to the p r o t e c t i o n of c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . ..-
R i g j i t l y , t h e r e f o r e , i t ha,d decided i n the 1970s to give more systematic a t t e n t i o n to 
the question of the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l ' r i g h t s . I n doing so, 
the Commission would perhaps adopt- a more in t e g r a t e d approach t c i t s task. The-
r e a l i z a t i o n o f human r i g h t s ' i m p l i e d combating not only p o l i t i c a l oppression b u t a l s o 
s o c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and economic eJфloitation. A t t e n t i o n must be paid to the ' 
s t r u c t u r a l causes-which impeded t h e - f u l l r e a l i z a t i o n of human r i g h t s and which were i n 
pa r t due to the v/retched economic c o n d i t i o n s p r e v a i l i n g i n much of the t h i r d world. 
Economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t e , such as the r i g h t to an adequate standard o f , 
l i v i n g , the r i g h t to г-югк, and the r i g h t to education, f o r example, s u f f e r e d from that 
s i t u a t i o n . Aa f o r the r i g h t to l i f e , i t was threatened by famines and epidemics. At 
the same time, such a s i t u a t i o n stood i n the way of the . r e a l i z a t i o n o f some 
fundamental freedoms since i l l i t e r a c y , f o r example, hindered the exe r c i s o of the 
r i g h t to i n f o r m a t i o n and the r i g h t to tal:e part i n p o l i t i c s . 
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11. On the other hand, a bad- economic s i t u a t i o n could never serve as an excuse f o r . 
p o l i t i c a l oppression. The r i g h t to be fr e e from t o r t u r e , and from a r b i t r a r y . 3.rrest, 
d e t e n t i o n o r execution were equ.ally r e l e v a n t to the i n h a b i t a n t s of poor and r i c h 
cou.ntries. The i n d i v i s i b i l i t y of huraan r i g h t s implied that there was no j u s t i f i c a t i o n 
f o r msJcing the r e a l i z a t i o n of one category/ of hiiman r i g h t s dependent upon the p r i o r 
r e a l i z a t i o n o f another category. 

12. Bearing that p r i n c i p l e i n mind, i t could be said that development of the t h i r d 
i . ^ r l d was an e s s e n t i a l p r e - c o n d i t i o n f o r enabling the people vrho l i v e d there - the • 
ma j o r i t y of the world's p o p u l a t i o n - to enjoy t h e i r human r i g h t s . For a long time the 
problem of developraent had been viewed almost e x c l u s i v e l y from an economic standpoint. 
A new per s p e c t i v e had been opened u.p bj'- the concept of the r i g h t to development, 
l i n k i n g development and human r i g h t s . I t had been argued that that n e w r i g l i t , v;hich 
would belong to a t h i r d generation of human r i g h t s , would d i v e r t i n t e r n a t i o n a l • 
a t t e n t i o n from the manifold problems concerning the promotion auid p r o t e c t i o n of the 
r i g h t s recognized i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a J B i l l of R i g h t s . His d e l e g a t i o n di d not share 
that apprehension. On the other hand, i t d i d not b e l i e v e that externsJ f a c t o r s such 
as the e x i s t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a J economic order were the root ca.use of every non-observance 
of human r i g h t s i n the developing c o u n t r i e s . 

13. One of the qtiestions ra.ised i n the Commission's d i s c u s s i o n had been whether the 
r i g h t to development should not Ipe viewed a,s a. new p r i n c i p l e of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 1ал./, how 
that new concept, i f i t wâ c to be seen as a human r i g h t , would f i t i n t o the e x i s t i n g 
system f o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l promotion and p r o t e c t i o n of human r i g h t s , and what i t • 
would add to t h e r i g h t s that had already been recognized i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l B i l l of 
Ri{^ats. I t miglit be i n t e r e s t i n g to r e c a l l s i m i l a r d i s c u s s i o n s that had i n i t i a l l y 
talcen place concerning s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I n the e a r l y 1950s, many Governments had 
recognized the existence o f the p r i n c i p l e of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n but not a r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I'/hen that r i g h t had been reccgnized, s e v e r a l Governments had 
opposed i t s i n c l u s i o n i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants, arguing that i t was a c o l l e c t i v e 
r i g h t , i-.hereas the Covenants \rere a c o d i f i c a t i o n of i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s . I-Ioi;ever, i t 
had f i n a l l y been decided to in c l u d e the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n the Covenants. 

14. At the present time, everyone recognized that d e n i a l of the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n impeded the f u l l enjojraent o f i n d i v i d i i a l human righ t s , , i n p a r t i c u l a r 
p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . Thus the r e a l i z a t i o n of that r i g h t was linlced to the r e a l i z a t i o n of 
other i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s enumerated i n the Covenants. Perhaps an a n a l o g y could be 
drax-m i n that regard between the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and the r i g h t to 
developraent. The l a t t e r r i g h t would seem to c o n t r i b i i t e to the r e a l i z a t i o n of the 
economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s of the i n d i v i d u a l , e s p e c i a l l y s.s i t was connected 
to the p r i n c i p l e l a i d úo\m i n a r t i c l e 23 of the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n that everyone 
Mas e n t i t l e d to a s o c i a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l order i n which the r i g h t s and freedoms set 
f o r t h i n the D e c l a r a t i o n could be f u l l y r e a l i z e d . 
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15. At an e a r l y stage of the c o d i f i c a t i o n o f humo.n r i g h t s p r i n c i p l e s i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, i t had been acknovrledged tha-t the e x e r c i s e o f t r a d i t i o n a l c i v i l 
and p o l i t i c a l freedoms would, requ i r e the guara.ntee o f c e r t a i n economic and s o c i a l 
c o n d i t i o n s . In that regard, too, i t would seem p o s s i b l e to draw a p a r a l l e l betv/een 
the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n a.nd the r i g h t to development. H i s t o r y had shovm 
tha.t f o r many nations the ex e r c i s e of t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n had o f t e n 
been s e r i o u s l y hampered by the l a c k o f an adequa.te economic ba.sis. Such o b j e c t i v e 
f a c t o r s l a y at the coi-e o f d i s c u s s i o n s on tho i-ight to development. 

16. Yet a.nother i n t e r e s t i n g p a r a l l e l could, be dtrawn. Just as the t r a - d i t i o n a l c i v i l 
and p o l i t i c a l freedoms imposed on the State an o b l i g a t i o n to r e f r a i n from i n t e r f e r i n g 
v/ith the freedoms o f i n d i v i d u a l s , so the r i g h t to self-determina.tion o b l i g e d States. . 
to r e f r a i n from i n t e r f e r i n g vrith the freed.om o f other n a t i o n s . On the othei" hand, 
economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s o b l i g e d Governments to take c e r t a i n p o s i t i v e 
a c t i o n . S i m i l a r l y , the r i g h t to development would seem to enta.il the n e c e s s i t y o f 
ta k i n g p o s i t i v e a.ction i n order to overcome tho i n e q u a l i t y a.nd i n e q u i t i e s that 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d the moâ.ern v/orld. That vras not to say t h a t the obs t a c l e s to the 
r e a l i z a t i o n o f the r i g h t to development v/ere priraa.i'ily o r s o l e l y o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
nature, as some people seemed to b e l i e v e . Obsta.cles vrere a l s o to be found i n 
re p r e s s i v e domestic s t r u c t u r e s i n vrhich n e i t h e r the t r a d i t i o n a l freedoms n.or economic 
and s o c i a l r i g h t s v/ere ta.ken s e r i o u s l y . Therefore, the Commission had r i g h t l y 
decided that both the inte r n a t i o n a . l dimensions and the r e g i o n a l a.nd n a t i o n a l 
dimensions o f the r i g h t to development d.eserved to be s t u d i e d . 

17. The r i g h t to development could, be consid-ered to be as i n d i v i s i b l y linlœd to 
the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n as c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s to economic, s o c i a l 
and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . The d i s c u s s i o n during the preceding years about the r i g h t to 
development had shovm that there v/ere many divergent and even opposing viev/s as to 
the contents o f that concept, but he hoped that the present debate vrould c l a r i f y the 
scope and nature o f that r i g h t .so that i t could be more a c c u r a t e l y ju.dged on i t s 
m e r i t s . I t vras impera,tive to continue d i s c u s s i o n o f that s u b j e c t , a.nd h i s d e l e g a t i o n 
therefore agreed i n p r i n c i p l e v/ith the idea, o f s e t t i n g up a. group o f experts i n the 
f i e l d o f both development and human r i g h t s vho vrould give more systematic 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n to the concept o f the r i g h t to d-ovelopment. 

18. Mr. GOHZAIEZ de LEOH (Mexico) informed the Commission that i n March h i s country 
vrould be d e p o s i t i n g instruments o f a.cces3Íon to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants and 
instruments of r a t i f i c a t i o n o f the Convention on the P o l i t i c a l Plights o f V/omen â nd 
of the Convention on the E l i m i n a t i o n of A l l Forms o f Discrimin3.tion a.ga.inst V/omen. 
His country a l s o intended, to accede form3.11y to the America,n Convention on Human 
Rights and to the Convention on T e r r i t o r i a l Asylum, vrhich supplemented t l i a t on 
di p l o m a t i c asylum, and intended to r a t i f y the Inter-American Convention on the 
Granting o f P o l i t i c a l Rights to VJoraen. F o l l o w i n g as they d i d the r a t i f i c a t i o n , i n 
I 9 8 O , of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Convention on the Suppression and Punishment o f the Crime 
of A p a r t h e i d , those measures shovred the importance attached by the present Government 
of h i s country to the p r o t e c t i o n o f fundamental r i g h t s and the d i g n i t y o f the human 
person. S i m i l a r l y , h i s country's pa.rticipaüon i n the Commission a.fter a.n a.bsence 
of seven years, a d e s i r e to see one of i t s nationa-ls c o n t r i b u t e to the work o f the 
Sub-Commission 3,nd the p a ^ r t i c i p a t i o n o f anothei- Mexican i n the v/ork of tlie I n t e r -
American Commission on Human Rights i l l u s t r a t e d the grov.dng importance vrith vrhich 
h i s Government regarded the defence o f the b a s i c r i g h t s o f the i n d i v i d u a l a t the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l . 
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19. At the ns.tional l e v e l , a c c e s s i o n to the instruments to which he lieA r e f e r r e d 
d i d not a l t e r anything, as the l e g a l s i t u a t i o n w i t h i n the coxmtry alrea,dy guaranteed 
i n d i v i d u a l and s o c i a l r i g h t s which we зге graxhially being recognized i n internationavl 
law. A fevr examples would s u f f i c e to prove that f a c t : i n 1812 long before other 
countries had. done so, Mexico had abolished s l a v e r y ; the b a s i c r i g h t s o f the human 
being had been enshrined i n i t s f i r s t p o l i t i c a l C o n s t i t u t i o n , that o f 1814; the 
l i b e r a , l C o n s t i t u t i o n of 1857 НаЛ extended those r i g h t s , which had again been p3?oclaimed 
and beside them s o c i a l r i g h t s ha,d been enunciated, i n the C o n s t i t u t i o n of 1917? which 
was s t i l l i n f o r c e . The s p i r i t which ЬэЛ i n s p i r e d those achievements wa.s to be 
found i n the whole o f h i s country's l e g i s l a / b i o n , whether i n the f i e l d , o f labour, 
education, a g r a r i a n reform o r the p o l i t i c a l reform undertaken by the present 
Government to ensure the wid.est and most f r u i t f u l p a r t i c i p a t i o n of the people i n the 
p o l i t i c a l l i f e of the country. Therefore, by acceding to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments 
he had mentioned, and i n partícula,!" the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants, Mexico ira,s seeking 
not to incorporate, nevr standards and p r i n c i p l e s v.dthin i t s l e g i s l a t i o n , but r a t h e r 
to c o n t r i b u t e to the u n i v e r s a l a p p l i c a t i o n of those i n t e r n a t i o n a l standards. That ' 
represented an important d e c i s i o n a.t a, tirae when human r i g h t s and human d i g n i t y 
were being v i o l a t e d , sometimes s y s t e m a t i c a l i y , and when some of the t r a x l i t i o h a l 
defenders o f those r i g h t s seemed, to be forsaJiin:' them i n favour o f aims o f a, more 
p a r t i c u l a r chax-acter. The attempted, coup d'état i n Ma^dx-id on the previous da,y might 
be an example o f the i-esults o f abandoning the defence of hxraaan r i g h t s and freedoms, 
and of the a p p e t i t e s th.at we.i-e nu.rtured thei^cby. 

20. In pursuing i t s o b j e c t i v e s , h i s coxmti-y d i d not consid.er that there was any 
h i e r a r c h y o f r i g h t s ; i n i t s o p i n i o n , a l l wex-e of equal importance. A l l that mattered 
was the d i g n i t y o f the human being. For that xoason h i s d e l e g a t i o n had follo\;ed 
a t t e n t i v e l y the d i s c u s s i o n on what vrere being c a l l e d the "nevi" hxmian r i g h t s , i n 
p a r t i c u l a r the r i g h t to development, v/hich v.̂ as n e i t h e r the sum nor the synthesis o f 
elements a l r e a d y c o n s t i t u t i n g d i s t i n c t r i g h t s i n themselves s the r i g h t s to l i f e , - food, 
h e a l t h , education, vrox-k, i n f o r m a t i o n and a s s o c i a t i o n . The r i g h t to development v/as 
something d i f f e r e n t , the p o s s i b i l i t y o f e x e r c i s i n g a l l those r i g h t s at.the same tLme 
and developing f u l l y i n complete freedom a t the i n d i v i d u a l or c o l l e c t i v e l e v e l , on . 
a l o c a l , n a t i o n a l , r e g i o n a l o r v/orld scale and i n the economic as vrell as the 
p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l and. c u l t u r a l s e c t o r s . 

21. The re p r e s e n t a t i v e of A l g e r i a , had pointed out that i t vras not yet p o s s i b l e to 
give a formal, d e f i n i t i o n o f that nevr concept,.or to determine p r e c i s e l y i t s content 
and scope. Haste mu.st be a,voided, c a r e f u l thought end a.ction vrere needed.. The 
Commission, i n conformity vrith the pui-poses and p r i n c i p l e s of the Cha,rter, must p l a y 
a p a r t - i n c r e a t i n g the c o n d i t i o n s vrhich vrould e l i m i n a t e the underlying causes o f the 
problems that enda.ngered. i n t e r n a t i o n a l peaxe and s e c u r i t y , not merely by attempting 
to remedy dramatic s i t u a t i o n s , but a l s o by setting- standards and. seeking to e s t a b l i s h 
c o n d i t i o n s i n vrhich there vrould be no i-ea,son f o r such s i t u a t i o n s to occi-ir, 

22. D e f i n i t i o n of the r i g h t to developraent would give g r e a t e r consistency to a vrhole 
s e r i e s o f r i g h t s , a l ready v-'ell d e f i n e d , by maMng c l e a r , i"or example, the r i g h t s and 
du t i e s of S t a t e s , the spheres of govornmon-fcal a,nd non-governmental ac-fcion, and 
standards of conduct fox- tx''ansnationel corpox^a/tions. I t vrould a l s o help to give a 
pre c i s e meaning, to the concept of.the nevr i n t o x n a t i o n a l order. That vras a task i n 
which h i s d e l e g a t i o n vras determined -bo give i t s support and collabox'-ation. 
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I'Ir. КНЛЕЕПВА/ДЛВ (Mongolia) s a i d vjit h regard to agenda item 8 t h a t , l i k e many 
other d e l e g a t i o n s , h i s delegation f n l l y recognized the p r i o r i t y character of the 
implementation i n a l l countries of the economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s 
enshrined i n the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Himian Eights and the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant 
on Economic, S o c i a l and C u l t u r a l E i g h t s , and of con s i d e r a t i o n of the s o c i a l problems 
confronting the developing c o u n t r i e s . 

24. The 1969 D e c l a r a t i o n on S o c i a l Progress 8,nd Development was based on respect f o r 
human r i g h t s and s o c i a l j u s t i c e - which r e q u i r e d the t o t a l and permanent a b o l i t i o n of 
a l l forms of i n e q u a l i t y and e x p l o i t a t i o n of peoples. With that i n mind, the 
General Assembly, i n r e s o l u t i o n 52/130, had confirmed that the r e a l i z a t i o n of c i v i l 
and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s was dependent on the r e a l i z a t i o n of s o c i a l , economic and 
c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . Even today, hundreds of m i l l i o n s of people were subjected to some 
form of c o l o n i a l domination or were s u f f e r i n g from the a f t e r - e f f e c t s of the long 
c o l o n i a l h i s t o r y of which they wei'e the v i c t i m s . I t was a f a c t that young States i n 
A s i a , A f r i c a and L a t i n America had t r o u b l e i n e s t a b l i s h i n g e q u i t a b l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
economic r e l a t i o n s , which corresponded to the a s p i r a t i o n s of peoples devoted to peace 
and economic and s o c i a l progress. In that connection i t was r e g r e t t a b l e that many 
Western States disregarded the aims of the. r e l e v a n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments, 
e s p e c i a l l y the Programme of A c t i o n on the Establishment of a New I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Economic Order, adopted by the General Assembly at i t s s i x t h s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , and the 
Charter of Economic E i g h t s and Duties of Stat e s . The f a i l u r e of the 
eleventh s p e c i a l session of the General Assembly was a t t r i b u t a b l e to the i n a d m i s s i b l e 
a t t i t u d e of i m p e r i a l i s t c i r c l e s , which, i n pursuing s e l f i s h aims, refused to al l o w 
peoples to e x e r c i s e the r i g h t to development, which was i n f a c t a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the 
r i g h t of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . On that p o i n t , regret must be expressed 
concerning the arms race and w a r l i k e h y s t e r i a , vihich c o n s t i t u t e d a d i r e c t threat to 
the r i g h t to development and the r i g h t to l i f e . 

25. His de l e g a t i o n could agree to c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the question of i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s 
only w i t h i n the context of the r i g h t to development, although i t d i d not deny that 
p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l r i g h t s belonged to the i n d i v i d u a l as a member of the community 
and that they must be construed w i t h i n the framework of s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s . 

26. The r i g h t to d-Ovelopment acquired i t s widest s o c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e through i t s 
achievement i n the i n t e r e s t s of the working masses as a whole as a r e s u l t of r a d i c a l 
s o c i a l changes. His country was f o l l o w i n g that course. The Mongolian people, having-
chosen s o c i a l progress and a s o c i a l i s t s t r u c t u r e , and having avoided the c a p i t a l i s t 
pha-se of development, c o n s t i t u t e d a l i v i n g example to other peoples which were s t i l l 
subjected to a feudal economy. In 60 years l i i s people had come a long way, thanlcs to 
t h e i r own e f f o r t s , supported by the f r a t e r n a l and e g a l i t a r i a n co-operation o f the 
other s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s ; i n the f i r s t p lace the Soviet Union. In a l l f i e l d s , 
progress was dynamic and vras c o n t i n u i n g ; i n I98O the per c a p i t a income had increased 
by 5-9 per cent and the n a t i o n a l income by 8 . 7 per cent; i n I 9 8 I per c a p i t a income 
was expected to r i s e by 4.4 per cent and na.tional income by б per cent as compared 
w i t h the preceding year. 

27. . Turning to agenda item 22, he s a i d that h i s country was not only a party to the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Ri g h t s , but a-lso ensured t h e i r implementation through 
domestic s o c i a l and economic measures. A l l fundamental, p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l and 
economic r i g h t s vrere i n s c r i b e d i n h i s country's C o n s t i t u t i o n and were observed i n 
p r a c t i c e . 
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28. И г . í iOVAK (iTnitecl States of America) , specking on agenda item 8, s a i d t h a i h i s 
d e l e g a l i o n would l i k e to analyse the phrase "r ight to development" i n the l i g h t of the 
experience of h i s слт country, which, 200 yea.rs b e f o r e , ha,d been a, colony of a. ma.jor 
European Power. J u s t 100 yea.rs b e f o r e , h i s cou/ntry has been a, poor n a t i o n , out f u l l of 
promise. At that t ime, vrhen f a л l i n e s had occurred i n major c i t i e s every 15 or 20 years 
and medical science had been p r i m i t i v e , uo one had spoken of a. r ight to development, 
but h i s n a t i o n had se ized the opportunity to develop and even f e l t t h a i i t had a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to do so - because of i t s c a p a c i t i e s and nevr ideas about p o l i t i c a l 
economy - not only to i t s e l f , but a l so l o hunanit;/ as a vrhole. In f a.ct, the f i r s t 
Inquiry i n t o the Hature and Causes of the Wealth of î ï a l i o n s had been publ ished i n 1776 
by Ada.m Smith, vrho might proi^erly be c a l l e d the f a t h e r of economic sc ience . Iluch ha.d, 
of course, been lea.rned s ince then; vrealth had causes; i t could be c reated; the Ь.илпа.п 
ra.ce could lea.rn hovr to escape from famine, mlsei-y, ignora.nce and foa.r. The fundamental 
purpose of democratic cap i ta . l i sn - the system i n h i s c o u n t r y and i n ma.ny others - v.^s 

to reduce the ma.teria.l s u f f e i l n g of a.ll m a i ü c i n d , to increase the vrealth of a.ll na.tions 
so tha.t a.ll i n d i v i d u a l s raighi; u s é t h e i r freedom a.s they chose; i t s p r i n c i p l e vra.s that 
s o c i e t y prospered, from, the bottom up. It vras the so.me f o r n a t i o n s : the la.rger the 
nvmiber of developed a.nd vrea.lthy n a t i o n s , the b e t t e r i t vras f o r the vrhole vrorld. It vras 
i n ever j^ne's i n t e r e s t f o r a.ll na.tions to become economical ly s t r o n g , a.nd to increa.se 
the vrea.lth of a.ll na.tions v.ra.s a. va.lid s o c i a l goa.l. It wa.s c h i e f l y economic a.ctivism 
tha.t produced vrea.lth. The devreloping na.tions haxl a.n enormous need f o r economic 
a c t i v i s t s , s u f f i c i e n t l y f r e e of p o l i t i c a . l bvirea.ucra.cies t o do t l i e i r job. R e l i g i o u s 
a.nd p o l i t i c a . l l i b e r t i e s v/ere inporto.nt, s.nd EO vrere economic l i b e r t i e s . 

29. Transna.tional corpora.tions ha.d been ma.ligned. i n the Coramission, but no other 
i n s t i t u t i o n ha.d contr ibvted raore to the grea.t lea.p forv-ra.rd of the economy than privra.te 
business corpora.tions. They had гЛю\т tha.t the Sta.te vra.s not the only instrument of 
development. They d id not ha.ve only a.n economic voca.tion; they could a.lso meet socia.l 
cha.llenges, pursue s o c i a l goals a.nd heighten the common good. T h e i r existence depended 
upon certa.in f r e e p o l i t i c a l systems, c e r t a i n moral a.nd c u l t u r a l v a l u e s , a.nd a. certa.in 
lega.l order . They therefore ha.d economic, p o l i t i c a . l , moral a.nd cultura. l e f f e c t s . 
T h e i r d i r e c t o r s ha.d to respect loca.l c o n d i t i o n s , vrhile tliose vrho des i red to sha.re i n 
the great b e n e f i t s brought by such corporat ions mnst respect the economic, p o l i t i c a . l , 
mora.l a.nd cu l tura . condit ions on vrhich th :y depended.. Their p r o f i t s ha.d been c.;.-:.lled 
"obscene"' by certa.in delega.tions. J3idL tlia.t т е з , п tha.t losses were v i r tuous? Without 
p r o f i t s there could, only be losses or stagna.tion - the opposite of d.evelopment, vrhich 
vra.s i t s e l f a, form of p r o f i t . It rem-a.ined to be determined v.ha.t vrere the ca.uses a.nd 
na.ture of development. There vrere ma.ny theor ies of development vrhich vrere discussed 

by ma.ny bodies - UITCTAii, UNL'OO, Ы Ш Р , IBRD i n c l u d i n g IDA, the United ITations 
Genera.l Assembly, IIIP a.nd GATT. Por i t s pa.rt, the Commission, vrhich a.lready had a. 
f i e l d , of a . c t i v i t y v.diich wa.s prec i se but d i f f i c u l t enough - namely/, the implementa.tion 
of the huma.n r i g h t s vrhich vrere o u t l i n e d in. the Univers-al Decla.ra.tion of Iluma.n Rights 
a.nd vrere by no mea.ns i n s i g n i f i c o . n t f o r the success of development - could o n l y , vrithin 
the context of devrelopment, cons ider the r e l a t i o n s to be eeta.blished betvreen cu l tura . l , 
p o l i t i c a . l a.nd economic r i g h t s . His de legat ion could not a.ccept the vievr tha.t before 
c i v i l a.nd p o l i t i c a . l l i g h t s could be . fu l ly accorded to a. people, a.n i d e a l economic order 
must f i r s t be e s t a b l i s h e d ; h i s t o r y shovred that t o t a l i t a . r i a n rc'-gimes v.hich took a.vra.y 
p o l i t i c a l and c i v i l r i g h t s from peoples i n the na.me of the economy of ten produced l e s s 
and l e s s , and, i n a d d i t i o n , never r e s t o r e d the r i g h t s they had usurped. By c o n t r a s t , 
some countr ies vrloich vrere small or poor i n natura.l I 'esources, but strong i n t h e i r 
ded icat ion to the d i s c i p l i n e s and freed.om.s of econonic markets, shovred specta.cula.r 
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economic progress: i n a r e l o . t i v e l y short p e r i o d of time. Sometimes such régimes, v/ere 
a u t h o r i t a r i a n and not democratic, but they o f t e n evolved i n a democratic d i r e c t i o n s 
economic l i b e r t i e s vrent together v/ith p o l i t i c a l and c i v i l l i b e r t i e s . iTo s o c i a l i s t 
country on 'the Soviet model ha.d yet exper.'onced a democra.tic r e v o l u t i o n i n the sphere 
of p o l i t i c a . l and c i v i l r i g h t s . 

3-0. The c o n v i c t i o n s expressed i n those remarks could sca,rcely be a.ltered by a. study 
such as tha.t contained i n docmaent E/CH.4/142I, v/hich v/as unbalanced and l a c k i n g i n 
i n t e l l e c t v i a l r i g o u r . F o r example, the d i s c u s s i o n of tra.nEna.tiona.l corporations 
ignored the rea.l b e n e f i t s v/hich they brought about i n fa.vour of h y p o t h e t i c a l 
-specula-tions a.bout-v/ha.t they might do. I t v/a.s to be hoped that the second, a.nd t h i r d 
pa.rts of the report v/ould shov/ more common sense. 

31. The problem nev: f a c i n g the v/orld MSS to increase i t s p r o d u c t i v i t y i n order to 
f i n d food, c l o t h i n g , schools a.nd medicines f o r i t s 4.5 b i l l i o n inlia.bita.nts. Ha,ny , 
na.tiohs ha.d become economica.lly developed a.nd a l l v/ished to become so. A l l v/ithout 
exception needed to grov/ i n knov/ledgo, technology, ca.pita.l investment a.nd nev/ forms 
of economic a.ctivism. A developing v/orld economj'- o f f e r e d i n c e n t i v e s to everv'- s i n g l e 
p a . r t i c i p a n t . Tha.t v/as v/hy the people of h i s country v/ished to see the v/ea.lth of a.ll 
n a tions increa.se a.nd. v/ere especia.lly concerned about the l o t of the poorest na.tions 
a.nd of the very poor v.dthin every na.tion, v/ho could not become economica.lly a.ctive. 
The economic i n a . c t i v i t y of m i l l i o n s v/a.s a.n obstaole to the grov/th of p r o d u c t i v i t y and 
p r o s p e r i t y i n the v/orld, u h ich required the pa.rticipa.tion of a l l i n economic a c t i v i s m . 

32. Viscount COLVILLE OF CULROSS (u n i t e d Kingdom), r e f e r r i n g to a.genda item 22, s a i d 
that tho interna.tiona.l commimity must not content i t s e l f v/ith ha.ving drav/n up the 
Internationa.l Covena.nts on Ilujna.n R i g h t s ; i t must a l s o - a.t the very leo.st - ensure 
t h e i r vuiiversa.l implementa.tion. That v.'as c e r t a i n l y not an easy ma-tter; the Human Rights 
Committee had found a. s o l u t i o n f o r the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covena.nt on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l 
R i g h t s , a.nd the interna.tiona.l community v/ould soon ha.ve to f i n d one f o r the 
Interna.tiona.l Covena.nt on Economie, Socia.l a.nd Cultura.l R i g h t s . 

3'3. Turning to a.genda. item 8, h i s d.elega.tion sympa.thized w i t h the preoccupa.tions a.nd 
a.spira.tions of the developing c o u n t r i e s , pa,rticula.rly the poorest a.mong them. lianlcind 
l i v e d in'one \ют1й,- a.nd the fu t u r e of the developed and developing coivntries v/as 
in e x t r i c a . b l y liiuœd. His delega.tion therefore v.rolcomed v/orks such a.s the 
Bra.ndt Commission r e p o r t , designed to study wa.ys of r e s o l v i n g the enormous economic 
problems v/hich v/ere fa.ced by the int e r n a t i o n a . l comnmnity a.nd v/hich tended to bea.r 
ha.rdeet on the poorest. I t found, on the other ha.nd, ths.t the Secreta.rjr-Genera.l ' s 
study (E/CH.4/1421) la.cked balance because of i t s f a i l v i r e to give due regard to the 
p o s i t i v e elements i n interna.tiona.l economic a . c t i v i t i e s . I t could a.ccept tha.t not 
a l l a i d funds had been so cha.imelled a.s to ma,ke the maocimum c o n t r i b u t i o n to the economic 
and socia.l v/ell-being of those f o r vrhom they ha.d been intended. I t nonetheless b e l i e v e d 
that ma.ny a i d p r o j e c t s ha.d been ou.tstandingly s u c c e s s f u l . The developed c o u n t r i e s , a.nd 
i n pa.rticula.r h i s ov/n country, ha.d ma.de enormous ca.pita.l investments i n the developing 
c o u n t r i e s v/hich ha.d ena.bled ma.ny of those c o u n t r i e s to esta.blish i n d u s t r i e s that had 
i n t u r n provided emplojonent and ea.rned f o r e i g n excha.nge, I I F and World Ba.ialc ha.d 
shovni f l e x i b i l i t y i n responding to the needs of the developing c o u n t r i e s , but a simple 
tra.nsfer of resources v/a.s not the o.nsvrer to the problems confronted by the poorer 
c o u n t r i e s , or by the int e r n a . t i o n a l communiti/ a.s a. v/hole. I t ha.d been i n c r e a s i n g l y 
recognized tha.t excessive concentra.tion on the economic aspects of development could 
actua.lly exacerbate socia.l problems. I n that connection he quoted a passa.ge from the 
end of chapter 2 of the 3ra.ndt Corîmission report on the p o t e n t i a l e f f e c t of development 
p r o j e c t s on women, v/hich shovred how économe, socia.l, c i v i l а.п1 cultura.l va.lues vrore 
very c l o s e l j / intertv/ined.. There v/a.s s t i l l a. lon g v./a.y to go on tho roa.d to understa.nding 
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the coimslex problem of development. Even the v/ord "develoiDment" i t s e l f begged more 
questions than i t answered. I t was true tha.t a. type of economic "development" v/hich 
v/ould s u i t one country ' s needs might be qviite unsuita.ble elsev/here; the unpleo.sa.nt 
by-products of development i n the eccnomic sphere, such a.s environmenta.l a.nd 
a.tmospheric p o l l u t i o n , were every^.-diere found to be undesir3,ble. The v/hole a.na,lytical 
assessment of development, i n the r e s t r i c t i v e senses of a. s h i f t i n i n d u s t r i a l ca.pa.city 
ba.la.ncéd by a. proper eva.lua'tion of -bho environmenta . l a.nd socia . l impa.ct of nev/ p r o j e c t s , 
v.ra.s being cha.llenged i n ma.ny'developed c o u n t r i e s . Tha.t clea.rly shov/ed the ina.deqvia.cy 
of a.ny concept of development which was r e s t r i c t e d to economic c r i t e r i a , .a.lone. The 
problem must be viev/ed a.s a. v/hole, i n the l i g h t of i t s e n v i r o n r i e n t a l , s o c i a l a.nd other 
a.spects, i f the economic, c i v - i l , . s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l v/ell-being of a . l l peoples v/as to 
be improved.. For tha.t reason h i s d e l e g a t i o n vrelcomed the f a c t tha.t the (Jorimiission ha.d, 
i n p a . r t i c u l a r , recorar-iend.ed i n i t s r e s o l u t i o n A (AXXV) the " i n t e g r a t e d " approach to 
.development. The " r i g h t t o development" vras importa.nt, but no one could cla.im to 
understa.nd i t f u l l y , or as s e r t that i t v/as s u s c e p t i b l e of a. u n i v e r s a l s o l u t i o n or could 
be, discussed iñ i s o l a t i o n from the other ?_-ights to v/hiclx the internationa.l comivmity 
a.tta,ched, importance. V/ha.t v/as needed v.'-a.s f u r t h e i - p o s i t i v e d i s c u s s i o n of tha.t r i g h t 
i n the l i g h t of the tiltima.te a.im, v/hich v/a.s to e n r i c h the' fra.mev/orh of e x i s t i n g 
interna.tiona . l instram.ents, i n pa.rticula.r the Internationa . l Covenants on Economic, 
Socia.l and C u l t u r a l .Rights a.nd on I - i v l l a.nd P o l i t i c a . l R i g h t s . 

34« TIr. F OLI (Gha.na.) sa.id tha.t only those v-ho denied the r i g h t to development to t h e i r 
f e l l o v / hurnn beings could dovdot that tha.t wa.s a univ/ersa .l r i g h t to v/hich everyone v/as 
equa,lljr e n t i t l e d . As the Genera.l Assembly ha.d observed, the r i g h t to self-determina.tion 
a.nd ind.ependence v/as the essentia . l p r e r e q v L i s i t e f o r the r i g h t to development. The 
defia.nce of those p r i n c i p l e s by a.ggressorc whose arroga.nce v.ra.s as great a.s t h e i r power 
nevertheless impeded the p r o t e c t i v e mission of the United ITations, as v/a.s sadly 
demonstra.ted by the situa.tibn i n South A f r i c a , and ITamibia., v/here the a.narthoid régime 
refused to a.ba.ndon i t s ' r e p r e s s i v e x/a.ys a.nd to end i t s i l l e g a . l occupa.tion of a. 
United ITa.tions Txust T e r r i t o r y . 

35 • The South Africa.n régime could not ipar s i s t i n i t s da.ngerous conduct v/ithout the 
sujpport given to i t by c e r t a i n States ííembers of the United ITa.tions on vrliich fa.te ha.d 
cóiiferred a. ma.jor r o l e i n the contemp'ora.ry vrorld. По v.ronder, t l i e n , tlia . t the du.ty to 
remove the obstacle of ana.rtlieid, to v/hicli a t t e n t i o n v/a.s drawn i n the study by the 
Secretary-Goîieral (E/CU.4/1421), v/as not welcomed by a l l memTiers of tlie interna.tiona . l 
community. I t should be I'emembered, liovrover, tha.t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the i n j u s t i c e s 
perpetra.ted by the a.na-rtheid régime a.ga.inst bla.ck Africa.ns a.lso la.y on those that ca,me 
to the a.ssista.nce of tha.t régime. 

36. Document E/CIT.4/1421 pointed out that transna.tiona.,1 corpora.tions could b r i n g 
considerable b e n o f i t s to the developing covmtries. Such corporations had neveD-theless 
helped to perpotua.te a.uart]ieid i n southern A f r i c a , because the ap a r t h e i d régime provided 
a. favoui-able order fc.r t h e i r opera.tions. There, too, the colla.bora.tors v/ere ecmo.lly 
responsible f o r the da.ily s l a v e r y a.nd s u f f e r i n g , of m i l l i o n s of hvmia.n beings, a.s 
described by, the S p e c i a l Ra.pporteur. Instea .d of subjuga.ting t h e i r f e e l i n g s to the 
d i c t a t e s of .ma.terial goods, na.tions and t h e i r leaders should u n i t e i n supnorting the 
ju s t a.spii-ations of the poor, ta.king immedio.te and e f f e c t i v e mea.sures to restor e to them 
a l l that V/as t h e i r due. 
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37. Such were the o b s t a c l e s placed i n c e r t a i n quarters i n the way of the establishment 
of a. nev; i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order v/hose main purpose v/as to b r i n g about a 
tran s f o r m a t i o n i n the current system of i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic r e l a t i o n s so as to 
make i t j u s t and eq u i t a b l e f o r a l l . A c a l l f o r d e l i b e r a t e measures to enable 
75 per cent of the v/Orld's i n l i a b i t a n t s to r a i s e t h e i r i n d u s t r i a l production to 
25 per cent o f t o t a l production from the present 10 per cent was encountering 
ingenious o p p o s i t i o n , i t being maintained, that any improvement i n the s i t u a t i o n 
should be the r e s u l t of the i n t e r p l a y of market f o r c e s , even though i t was those 
same f o r c e s that had been l a r g e l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the i n e q u i t i e s that needed to be 
removed. 

3 8 . In the v i t a l area, of i n t e r n a t i o n a l trade the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had adopted 
an agreement e s t a b l i s h i n g the Common Fund f o r commodities, but the Fund's c a p i t a l 
f e l l f a r short of the amount o r i g i n a l l y estimated as necessary to enable i t to play 
an e f f e c t i v e r o l e . The disa.ppointments produced by that s i t u a t i o n helped to e x p l a i n 
the t a r d i n e s s of developing c o u n t r i e s i n acceding to the t r e a t y and j o i n i n g the Fund, 
Yet the stage of development reached i n science and technology provided mankind with 
the c a p a c i t y to e l i m i n a t e poverty and to ensure, a respectable standard of l i v i n g f o r 
everyone. Instead, the arms race was sv/allowing, enormous sums of money and at the-
same time p o l l u t i n g the i n t e r n a t i o n a l c l i m a t e . 

3 9 . Among the many problems f a c i n g mankind, speGÍa.l reference should a l s o be made 
to the refugee problem, which v/as p a r t i c u l a r l y acute i n A f r i c a . The problem was' so 
seri o u s that no words could describe i t s r e a l dimensions. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community should r i s e to the challenge and, by adopting s p e c i a l mea'sures, endeavour 
to r e s e t t l e the more than 4 m i l l i o n A f r i c a n refugees i n a normal l i f e . There v/ere 
many other areas i n v/hich i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i o n v/as r e q u i r e d to r e i n f o r c e the r i g h t 
to development, p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r the l e a s t developed among the developing c o u n t r i e s 
and f o r other c a t e g o r i e s o f s e r i o u s l y disadvantaged c o u n t r i e s . 

4 0 . H i s d e l e g a t i o n supported the conclusions and recommendations o f the seminar on 
the e f f e c t s of the e x i s t i n g unjust i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order contained i n 
document S T / H R / S E R . A / S . I t should be emphasized that commitment to himan,rights, 
e s p e c i a l l y by the l e a d i n g nations of the v/orld, could not be re l a x e d without serious 
consequences f o r the equilibrium, of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. H i s d e l e g a t i o n 
hoped that such commitment v/ould. be renev/ed and strengthened to ensure more 
widespread enjoyment of the r i g h t to development i n a l l parts of the world. 

i 
4 1 . Mr. ВНД4АН ,(Higeria) s a i d that the tv/o main obstacles to the enjoyment i n a l l 
c o u n t r i e s of the economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s set f o r t h i n the u n i v e r s a l 
Decla-ration of Human Rights v/ere the e x i s t i n g unjust i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order 
and the d e n i a l of fundamental human r i g h t s through such p r a c t i c e s as c o l o n i a l i s m , 
domination, racism and ap a r t h e i d , which had been denounced by the int e r n a , t i o n a l 
community as crimes against humanity. 

42. The e x i s t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order had been e s t a b l i s h e d at a time when 
many present-day developing c o u n t r i e s had s t i l l been dependent t e r r i t o r i e s , unable 
e f f e c t i v e l y to defend t h e i r ovm i n t e r e s t s . I t there f o r e h e a v i l y favoured the 
developed c o u n t r i e s . I t gave the advanced i n d u s t r i a l i z e d c o u n t r i e s the undue 
advantage of d i c t a t i n g t h e i r own terms to the l e s s p r i v i l e g e d ' c o u n t r i e s , as was 
i l l u s t r a t e d by the commodity manket i n p a r t i c u l a r . Such mechanisms, i n h e r i t e d from 
h i s t o r y , created an ever-v^dening gap between the developed and the developing 
c o u n t r i e s , the l a t t e r becoming poorer while the former became r i c h e r . 
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43. The present sj^stem compolled the developing c o u n t r i e s to l i n k t h e i r c u r r e n c i e s 
to those of the advanced c o u n t r i e s . The developing c o u n t r i e s ' economies were 
thus subJTogated to the v/hims of those of the developed countries,, v/hich kept them i n 
a perpetual s t a t e of s e r v i t u d e . That explained the state of the economies of the 
d.evoloping c o u n t r i e s , f o r vrhich the e x i s t i n g unjust i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order 
vras p r i m a r i l y responsible.. I t a l s o explsàned. the slovr pace of development of those 
c o u n t r i e s , oven though development vras novr recognized as a h'uman r i g h t . 

44. As had al r e a d y been emphasized, there vras an i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p betvreen 'fche 
enjoyment of humean r i g h t s and peace, and betvreen dievelopment э-nd disarrasjnent. It.iras 
a v/ell-loiovm f a c t that the 1970s had f a i l e d to meet the expectations oahodied i n 
General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 2б02 E(X}ŒV), ' and that by the end of t h a t decade anniial 
expenditure on arraaments had atoori a t 05OO b i l l i o n as against 013O b i l l i o n i n 1970, . 
IZhile no f i n a n c i a l c o n s t r a i n t had hinde'red the race, to accumulate the instruments 
of death and d.estruction, i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s to preserve l i f e and to ensure a 
de G sn-fc standard of l i v i n g f o r the great m a j o r i t y of mankind vrere starved of fimds. 
In i t s r e p o r t , the Brandt Commission on the Forth-South dialogue used s t r i k i n g 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s to compare m i l i t a r y expenditure vrith humanitarian expenditure. At the 
outset of the Third. Unitod ITations Develo'pment Decade, fche amount allocated, to 
o f f i c i a l development a s s i s t a n c e vras only 02O b i l l i o n , or a mere 4 per cent of annual, 
m i l i t a r y expendutre. As tlie members of the Sub-Comj3iis3ion had observed d^uring i t s 
thirtjr-second s e s s i o n , a 10 per cont red.uction i n 'fche developeci vrorld 'о m i l i t a r y 
expendítirre vrould su.ffic:' to make a v a i l a b l e conoidorable re:;Oiu?css f o r the economic 
and s o c i a l d.evelopment of fche developing c o u n t r i e s , .li;/ Government 'fcherefore supported. 
United Nations e f f o r t s to achieve g l o b a l disarmament. 

45» The nevr i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic ordor should remedy the shortcomings of 'the 
e x i s t i n g system, llore vrealth for tlie develcping coun'fcries vrould make i t p o s s i b l e 
to e l i m i n a t e i l l i t e r a c y and poverty. H i s Government therefore unreservedly supported 
the i n t e m a t i o n a l community's e f f o r t s i n that d i r e c t i o n . 

46. His de l e g a t i o n endorsed the recommendation of the seminar on the e f f e c t s of the 
e x i s t i n g u n j u s t i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order ( S T / H E / S E F C A / G ) that tho Commission 
should consider the p o s s i b i l i t y of -proposing to the Economic and S o c i a l , C o u n c i l 
that a j o i n t meeting of the Commission, the Commission on S o c i a l Development and 
the Committee f o r Development Planning Ghou.ld. be convened i n order to examine the 
p r a c t i c a l aspects of i n t e g r a t i n g tho r i g h t to de-'^elopment as a human r i g h t i n the 
develo'pment process. I t a l s o supported the seminar's recommendation regarding the 
f u l l p a r t i c i p a t i o n of developing c o u n t r i e s i n the decision-making machinery of the 
World Bank and IIIP i n order to f a n i l i t a t e the enjoyment of human r i g h t s . 

47. N i g e r i a attached great importance to the enjoyment of fundajnental human r i g h t s 
vrithout d i s t i n c t i o n an to r e l i g i o n , sex oi"'race. His Government ua-s therefore 
•prepared to co-operate f u l l y i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s aimed at the establishment of 
the nevr i n t e r n a l i o n a l economic ord.er. 

48. lb:. M'BAYE (Senegal) s a i d that 'the study submitted i n document E/CN.4/142I i n 
response to Comi-nission irosokation 5 (íCÍXV) f a i l e d to meet the ex-pectations of h i e 
de l e g a t i o n , vrhich vras, hovrever, alvrayc ready to r e c o f ^ i z e the. merits of the S e c r e t a r i a t 
vrhenever i t таЛе an e f f o r t to serve tho Conmiission's -purposes. The stiidy v/as 



E/CN.4/SR.1614 
page 14 

incomplete i n that i t c.ompi'isecL only" a n " i n t r o d u c t i e n and a par t one,, and .was 
t e c x i n i c a l l y inadequate i n that, i t made no express reference, e i t h e r i n the part 
completed or i n the attached o u t l i n e , to the x ) r i o r i t y which.should he assigned to 
the items vdiich the Commission had considered e s s e n t i a l and to г̂ íhich i t had drara 
a t t e n t i o n i n r e s o l u t i o n 7 (XXXVl).. The extenuating circumstances invoked Ъу the 
D i v i s i o n of Нгдтап Rights were c e r t a i n l y p e r t i n e n t , but they d i d not lessen the 
disappointment. His delegation hoped that i n the resolггtion i t \таз to adopt on 
item 8 of i t s agenda, the Commission would, request the Secretarj'^-General to provide 
a l l the necessary means to enable i t to pursue i t s гтогк on the subj e c t , v/hose 
importance and urgency vrere knovm to everyone. 

49. In the same r e s o l u t i o n to be adopted, f o l l o v r i n g G o n s i d.eration o f item 8, i t 
vrould a l s o be d e s i r a b l e to request that a small group of experts should study the 
problem of the r i g h t to development so t h a t , through t h e Commission, the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
commimity mlSbt have a d e c l a r a t i o n on the r i g h t to development. The Commission v rould 
thus make a nevr c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the normative vrorl: of the United Nations, of xihich 
i t had been one of the main a r c h i t e c t s i n i t s f i e l d . . 

50. The r i g h t to development nevr created, o b l i g a t i o n s on States and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community pursuant to the various r e l e v a n t instru.ments. In the opinion of h i s 
de l e g a t i o n , that r i g h t could be d e f i n e d ao^ tho recognized prerogative of a l l peoples 
and a l i i n d i v i d u a l s to be аМе to s a t i s f y t h e i r needs i n accordance v r i t h t h e i r 
a s p i r a t i o n s , to the f u l l extent that the equi t a b l e enjoyment of the goods and s e r v i c e s 
prod.uced by the community permitted.. 

51. The seminar on the e f f e c t s of the e x i s t i n g vinjust i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order 
vrould undoubtedly be a valuaible source of informa t i o n f o r the Commission's future 
vrork i n that f i e l d . The p a r t i c i p a n t s had r i g h t l y placed s p e c i a l emphasis on the 
unjust i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order, on the p r i n c i p l e of e q u a l i t y of opportгдnity i n 
r e a l i z i n g the o b j e c t i v e s e t , a.nd on n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a,s to the advantages to be 
derived from the c o l l e c t i v e e f f o r t . The conclusions and. recommend.ations they had 
formulated, accorded v r e l l vrith the r e p o r t of the Secretary-General to the 
Commission (E/CN.4/1334) and vrith a l l the vrork of the United Nations system 
preceding and f o l i j v r i n g the. p u b l i c a t i o n o f that r e p o r t . A l s o i n r e l a t i o n to the 
seminar, the statem<ent by the Dùroctor of the D i v i s i o n of Нгятап Rights reproduced 
i n document S T / H R / S E R . A / 8 vras of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t f o r the l u c i d i t y of i t s 
a n a l y s i s and the c l a r i t y of i t s d i r e c t i v e s . 

52. In the op i n i o n of h i s d e l e g a t i o n , the r i g h t to development should f i r s t ensure 
the equitable s h a r i n g among human beings of decision-making povrers and of the 
ca p a c i t y f o r enjoyment of the common h e r i t a g e . As vras pointed out i n 
r e s o l u t i o n 5 (XJiXV), that p r i n c i p l e shovild be respected a t a l l l e v e l s : n a t i o n a l , 
r e g i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l . . The r i g h t to development presupposed e q u a l i t y of 
opportunity among natio n s and i n d i v i d u a l s . Moreover, development should not be 
considered as grovrth, but r a t h e r as a q u a l i t a t i v e improvement of the standard of 
l i v i n g . I t must n e c e s s a r i l y incorporate hviman r i g h t s . 

53- His del e g a t i o n vras prepared t o co-operate vrith a l l other delegations vrliich 
vrere convinced that the p r i n c i p l e of s o l i d a r i t y vras the o n l y p o s s i b l e b a s i s f o r 
the n o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n of the United Nations, i n accordance vrith the p r o v i s i o n s 
of A r t i c l e s 1, 2, 55 and 56 of the San Prancisco Charter. The French r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 
i n h i s statement, had shovm that a r i g h t to development e x i s t e d , but that r e a l i t y 
r e f u t e d that r i g h t . That temporary imped-iment must not h a l t the Commission. 
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54. According to one view, the r i g h t should r e f l e c t s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l r e a l i t y , 
or e l s e r e a l i t y would t u r n against i t " , according to another vievr, the r i g h t was 
an instrument t h a t could i n f l u e n c e . r e a l i t y . I n h i s o p i n i o n , those tvro views vrere 
not incompatible. I n a developed s o c i e t y , the r i g h t must r a t h e r f o l l o v r r e a l i t y , 
vrhereas i n a de/eloping s o c i e t y i t must precede r e a l i t y and change a t t i t u d e s . 
H i s t o r y provided examples of the i n t r o d u c t i o n of nevr p r i n c i p l e s i n t o s o c i a l 
r e a l i t y , and i n that connection he drevr a t t e n t i o n to the p r i n c i p l e s of l i b e r t y , 
e q u a l i t y and f r a t e r n i t y proclaimed by the French r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s of 1789. 
I n contemporary r e a l i t y , the p r i n c i p l e of l i b e r t y corresponded to c i v i l and 
p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s and that of eo^^uality to economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , 
vrhich c a l l e d f o r the p r o v i s i o n of s e r v i c e s by the p u b l i c a u t h o r i t i e s ? the p r i n c i p l e 
of f r a t e r n i t y corresponded to r i ^ t s that might be c a l l e d " t h i r d - g e n e r a t i o n r i g h t s " 
c a l l i n g f o r s o l i d a r i t y among men and nations and f o r g e n e r a l l y increased w e l l - b e i n g . 
Even i f such p r i n c i p l e s vrere at f i r s t t h e o r e t i c a l , time and perseverance brought 
them i n t o p r a c t i c e . Thus, at the time of adoption of the u n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n 
of Human E i ^ t s i n 1948, no mention had. been made of the r i g h t of peoples to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 5 a fevr years l a t e r , hov-ever, Utopia had become a r e a l i t y w i t h 
the emancipa.tion of m.any States, and th a t r i g h t had been f i r m l y proclaimed i n the 
tvro I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human R i ^ t s . The r i g h t to development vrould 
f o l l o w the same path: i t vras already unahimously recognized, although u n t i l a 
short time e a r l i e r i t had had fevr champions. There vras o b v i o u s l y s t i l l a l o n g vray 
to go before the p r i n c i p l e of s o l i d a r i t y v^as e s t a b l i s h e d as the s o l e guide f o r 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s among St a t e s . V/ithin States themselves, the p r i n c i p l e of s o l i d a r i t y 
had taken a l o n g time to matures a fevr decades e a r l i e r , sickness had e n t a i l e d 
dependence on c h a r i t y , vrhereas the v i c t i m s of i l l n e s s novr enjoyed s o c i a l s e c i r r i t y . 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l a s s i s t a n c e would become a, r i g h t , j u s t as i t had been p o s s i b l e to 
transform c h a r i t y i n t o j u s t i c e with.in S t a t e s . J u s t as n a t i o n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n 
r e s t e d on brotherhood, so co-operation among States vrould be based on s o l i d a r i t y 
that j u s t i f i e d the r i g h t to development. 

55. Mr. WGOHDA (Z a i r e ) s a i d i t was r e g r e t t a b l e that l i t t l e progress had been 
made tovrards the o b j e c t i v e s of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic, S o c i a l 
and C u l t u r a l R i g h t s . The economic and s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n o f , s e v e r a l countries 
vras now c r i t i c a l ; some of them vrere on the verge of bankruptcy. The purchasing 
povrer of peoples vras d i m i n i s h i n g , i l l i t e r a c y vras on the increase and medical 
a t t e n t i o n was no longer guaranteed. One of the reasons f o r that s i t u a t i o n was 
the current i n t e m a t i o n a l economic system, which channelled the vrealth of the 
l e s s developed coun.tries i n t o the developed c o u n t r i e s . The countries that had 
created that system were c o n t i n u i n g a p o l i c y of e x p l o i t a t i o n that had begun at 
the time of c o l o n i z a t i o n . 

56. In such a context, the r i g h t to development c a l l e d f o r the establishment of 
a nevr i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order. That r e q u i r e d more from the developed 
countries than humanitarian gestures surrounded by p u b l i c i t y : those co u n t r i e s 
must provide c o n t i n u i n g b i l a t e r a l and m u l t i l a t e r a l a s s i s t a n c e to enable the 
developing c o u n t r i e s to develop t h e i r a g r i c u l t u r e , i n d u s t r i e s , t r a n s p o r t , sources 
of energy, domestic and i n t e r n a t i o n a l trade, e t c . The developed co u n t r i e s 
admittedly had t h e i r problems: they vrere s u f f e r i n g from r e l e n t l e s s i n f l a t i o n and 
grovring vmemployment. In order to combat those i l l s , however, they should not 
i n t e n s i f y p r o t e c t i o n i s m but should, on the contrary, s t i m u l a t e vrorld trade by 
ensuring access to markets f o r coumiodities from developing c o u n t r i e s . The growth 
and p r o s p e r i t y of those co u n t r i e s vrould c o n t r i b u t e to vrorld economic recovery. 
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5 7 . Since the f i f t h United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, fo u r major 
t o p i c s had dominated that o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s d i s c u s s i o n s ; the commodity tr a d e ; 
p r o t e c t i o n i s m and s t r u c t u r a l changes; monetary and f i n a n c i a l questions! and economic 
co-operation among developing c o u n t r i e s . • Some progress had been made under the 
Integrated Programme f o r Commodities, p a r t i c u l a r l y as concerned the f i n a n c i n g of 
the Common Fund; much, however, remained to be done w i t h regard to commodity 
agreements. The t r a n s f e r of technologjr v/as another important area, i n which a c t i o n 
must be taken i n accordance v/ith the o b j e c t i v e s of the Programme of A c t i o n adopted 
at the Vienna Conference on Science and Technologj'- f o r Developm.entj strengthening 
of the s c i e n t i f i c and t e c h n o l o g i c a l c a p a c i t y of the developing countries,-
r e s t r u c t u r i n g of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s i n the f i e l d of science and technology, 
strengthening of the r o l e of the United Nations i n s c i e n t i f i c co-operation,, and 
p r o v i s i o n of increased f i n a n c i a l resources f o r that purpose. At the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
l e v e l , steps should a l s o be taken to ensure genuine c o n t r o l over the a c t i v i t i e s 
of the t r a n s n a t i o n a l c o r p o r a t i o n s . I n the monetary and f i n a n c i a l f i e l d , steps 
must be talcen to ensure a c t i v e and e f f e c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n by the developing 
c o u n t r i e s i n d e c i s i o n making. Above a l l , i f only a p a r t of the b i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s 
v/asted on the arms race v/as r e l e a s e d f o r development purposes, the grovlng gap 
betvreen the r i c h and the poor c o u n t r i e s v/ould be g r e a t l y reduced. 

5 8 . At the i n t e r r e g i o n a l , r e g i o n a l and subregional l e v e l s , the United Nations 
and the developed c o u n t r i e s must help the developing c o u n t r i e s to e s t a b l i s h a 
g l o b a l system of trade preferences i n order to p r o t e c t t h e i r i n d u s t r i e s against 
u n f a i r competition by the t r a n s n a t i o n a l c o r p o r a t i o n s , and'also to e s t a b l i s h 
co-operation among State trade bodies i n the marketing of products of common i n t e r e s t 
and the c o - o r d i n a t i o n of plans f o r purchasing, s a l e s , promotion, exports, n e g o t i a 
t i o n s , e t c . The developing c o u n t r i e s must a l s o be helped to e s t a b l i s h t r a n s n a t i o n a l 
marketing e n t e r p r i s e s o p e r a t i n g i n accordance w i t h the lavrs of the country i n which 
they vrere e s t a b l i s h e d and having a l e g a l status guaranteeing them the necessary 
freedom and room f o r manoeuvre. L a s t l y , at the n a t i o n a l l e v e l , a l l countries 
should be able to enjoy t h e i r r i g h t to independence and s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n without 
f o r e i g n i n t e r f e r e n c e , t h e i r r i g h t to f u l l sovereignty over t h e i r n a t u r a l resources 
and t h e i r r i g h t to choose the system of development best s u i t e d to the needs of 
t h e i r peoples, 

5 9 . The scrupulous a p p l i c a t i o n of the measures he had s p e c i f i e d vrould make i t 
p o s s i b l e to save peoples from poverty, ignorance, hunger and disease, and f r e e them 
from the consequences of the e x i s t i n g unju. t i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order. A nev/ 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order vrould make i t p o s s i b l e f o r people to r e c e i v e a reasonable 
vrage, to o b t a i n housing f o r themselves and t h e i r f a m i l i e s , to enjoy good h e a l t h and 
to have a hea l t h y and adequate d i e t ; those must be the aims of the r i g h t to 
development. 

6 0 . Mr. DAVIS ( A u s t r a l i a ) thanked the Deputy D i r e c t o r of the D i v i s i o n of Human 
Rights f o r h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n of a methodology f o r the implementation of economic,: 
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s , and f o r the s p e c i f i c p o l i c y options which he had.proposed 
to that end. The concept of the r i g h t to development had been launched some years 
p r e v i o u s l y v/ith the purpose of adding a moral dimension to the debates on a new 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic order. That r i g h t , however, had rennined l a r g e l y symbolic^ 
the time had now come to give i t p r a c t i c a l meaning. That viev/ v^as v/idely shared 
at the present s e s s i o n , and a v / i l l i n g n e s s to take c o n s t r u c t i v e steps v/as p e r c e p t i b l e . 
A number of i n t e r e s t i n g proposals ha,d been advanced; h i s d e l e g a t i o n saw p a r t i c u l a r 
merit i n the p r o p o s a l , mentioned by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Senegal, that a group of 
experts should be e s t a b l i s h e d to meet betv/een sessions and r e p o r t i n the f o l l o v / i n g 
year. Such a group of experts, i f esta.blished, should have access to numerous 
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:,curce,s of i n f o r m a t i o n , inclnâing stu d i e s Ъ;/ the i=ecretariat, reports: on 
seminars, r e p o r t s of States p a r t i e s on the implementation of the Covenants, records, 
of the Commission and the General Assembly documents r e l a t i n g to i n t e m a t i o n a l 
development s t r a t e g i e s , and so on. 

61. There were e s s e n t i a l l y two sides to the question of the r i g h t to developments 
on the one hand, human r i g h t s and, on the other, development. ¥ith respect to the 
f i r s t , the i n t r o d u c t i o n of the concept of the " r i g h t to development" should serve 
to enhance the commitment of Governments to the promotion and p r o t e c t i o n of human 
r i g h t s , a commitment taken f o r granted i n the Covenants. H i t h e r t o the Coimnission 
had focused e s s e n t i a l l y on d e f i n i n g the standards to be a t t a i n e d by Governments 5 
the i n t r o d u c t i o n of the concept of the r i g h t to development made i t necessary to 
move beyond normative p r i n c i p l e s to the enunciation of p r a c t i c a l mea,sures. I n 
doing so, allowance would have to be made f o r the great d i v e r s i t y of c u l t u r e s , 
p o l i t i c a l systems and stages of development i n the world. 

62. As f o r development, the other aspect of.the r i g h t to development, the best way 
of d e f i n i n g i t v/as perhaps to r e f e r to the i n t e m a t i o n a l development s t r a t e g i e s . 
That v/ould r e v e a l the d i f f e r e n c e s between the s t r a t e g y f o r the 1970s and that f o r 
the 1980s. The f i r s t emphasized transformations i n s o c i a l and economic structures 5 
the second emphasized development as an i n t e g r a l process, embodying both, economic 
and s o c i a l o b j e c t i v e s . H i s d e l e g a t i o n b e l i e v e d that those tv/o approaches should 
complement each other. On the.one hand, the experience of the developing c o u n t r i e s 
d u r i n g the previous decade had shovm that development both r e q u i r e d and produced 
changes i n s t r u c t u r e : such changes could give r i s e to p o l i t i c a l unrest. On the 
other hand, progress towards development v/as more l i k e l y to be sustained i f a l l 
i n d i v i d u a l s v/ere made to f e e l that they v/ere p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the process on an 
equal b a s i s , both as agents and as b e n e f i c i a r i e s , without being d i s c r i m i n a t e d against 
because of t h e i r r a c e , ethnic o r i g i n , sex or language, 

6 3 . The emergence of the r i g h t to development r e f l e c t e d the interdependence of 
human r i g h t s and development. The debates i n the United Nations about development 
focused c h i e f l y on r e l a t i o n s between S t a t e s ; i n f a c t , the growing interde,pendence 
betv/een States and the o v e r a l l e v o l u t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s exerted a 
considerable i n f l u e n c e on development a t the n a t i o n a l l e v e l . However, h i s delega
t i o n f e l t that the Commission must r e t a i n , as a fundamental p o i n t of reference i n 
i t s debates, the r e l a t i o n s h i p of the i n d i v i d u a l to the S t a t e . 

64. Mr. ROBEL (Observer f o r the World Confederation of Labour) s a i d that a p p a l l i n g 
s t a t i s t i c s shov/ed how g r e a t l y the m a j o r i t y of mankind s u f f e r e d from hunger, 
s i c k n e s s , ignorance and vmemployment, without guarantees of even the most elementary 
r i g h t s . I n many c o u n t r i e s , r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e i r p o l i t i c a l or s o c i a l systems, the 
non-existence or l i m i t a t i o n of p o l i t i c a l , c i v i l and trade-vmion r i g h t s made th a t 
s i t u a t i o n s t i l l vrorse. Systems and i d e o l o g i e s v/ere imposed on developing c o u n t r i e s , 
the r i g h t to self-detemmination v/as denied to c e r t a i n peoples, nations were s t r i p p e d 
of sovereignty over t h e i r ovm resources and the e x i s t i n g system of i n t e m a t i o n a l 
economic r e l a t i o n s v/as un j u s t : a l l those f a c t s worsened the d e n i a l of ba,sic r i g h t s . 
I n South A f r i c a i n p a r t i c u l a r , a p a r t h e i d , b o l s t e r e d by economic Pov/ers and t r a n s 
n a t i o n a l c o r p o r a t i o n s , deprived the black m a j o r i t y , i n i t s ovm country, of i t s 
p o l i t i c a l , economic and s o c i a l r i g h t s . I n many other c o u n t r i e s , the a c t i v i t i e s 
of r u t h l e s s d i c t a t o r s h i p s and l o c a l p r i v i l e g e s aggravated the e f f e c t s of e x t e r n a l 
f o r c e s . 
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65. Under the e x i s t i n g economic order,'economic and monetary systems founded on 
l a i s s e z - f a i r e p r i n c i p l e s favoured the strong and harmed the г̂ íealc; economic 
l a i s s e z - f a i r e tended to encourage e x p l o i t a t i o n and továdenthe gap between r i c h and 
poor. Even f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s w i t h i n the U n i t e d Na.tions system helped to 
accentuate a p a t t e r n of developm.ent which was harmful to the greater p a r t of ma.hlsindi 
Those i n s t i t u t i o n s , p a . r t i c u l a r l y ! № , imposed on the developing c o u n t r i e s c o n d i t i o n s 
such as currency devaluation, the e l i m i n a t i o n of s u b s i d i e s f o r e s s e n t i a l consijmer 
goods, wage f r e e z e s , the r e d u c t i o n of p u b l i c spending p a r t i c u l a r l y through the 
d i s m i s s a l of c i v i l servants, and the nssignmaent of a dominant r o l e to the p r i v a t e 
s e c t o r . Such c o n s t r a i n t s prevented c o u n t r i e s from choosing t h e i r own process of 
development and s t i f l e d trade-union r i g h t s and i n d i v i d u a l freedoms, 

6 6 . Three examples would i l l u s t r a t e that s i t u a t i o n . F i r s t l y , i n B o l i v i a the m i l i t a r y 
régime i n power - one of the moot murderous d i c t a t o r s h i p s of present times - had, 
at the request of 1Ш, cut o f f s u b s i d i e s f o r b a s i c n e c e s s i t i e s , w i t h the r e s u l t 
that p r i c e s had r i s e n by up to 7O pe^" cent. The same régime had abolished, several 
thousand, jobs i n the p u b l i c s e c t o r . S t r i k e s organized i n p r o t e s t against those 
measures, had been answered by a„n i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of r e p r e s s i o n , and s e v e r a l 
thousand persons ha.d been imprisoned. Second-íy, i n Тгггкеу, the measures c a l l e d f o r 
by IMF had increased i n f l a t i o n , worsened the I98O trade d e f i c i t as compared vjith that 
of 1979? .and had swollen unemployment5 there too, s e v e r a l thousand workers had been 
imprisoned f o r ha.ving demanded respect f o r t h e i r r i g h t s . T h i r d l y , i n H a i t i the 
World Ba.nk' and IDA supported the p o l i c i e s of P r e s i d e n t D u v a l i e r , vrhich had r e s u l t e d 
i n an i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n of r e p r e s s i o n w i t h i n the country since December I98O. Those 
who dared to p r o t e s t against v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s were a r r e s t e d and deported. 

67. The n e g o t i a t i o n s underta.ken w i t h the 3.im of e s t a b l i s h i n g a new economic order 
had. y i e l d e d precious few r e s u l t s ; that was due above a l l to the l a c k of p o l i t i c a l w i l l 
on the p a r t of the r i c h c o u n t r i e s . The breakdown of the North-South dia.logue 
r e f l e c t e d t h e i r d e s i r e to,mainta.in the status quo. S i m i l a r l y , the arms race e n t a i l e d 
enormous c o s t s . .In the o p i n i o n of h i s orga^,nization, disarmament'was a p r e c o n d i t i o n 
f o r the establishment of the new" economic order: i t would, enable resources to be freed, 
i n order to solve food problems, and the food weapon would, no longer be. used, to impose 
on developing c o u n t r i e s - p o l i c i e s contrary to t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . As. to the. moneta.iy 
system, a conference on i n t e r n a t i o n a l monetaiy and f i n a n c i a l a f f a i r s , which had been 
c a l l e d f o r at Arusha, would be e s s e n t i a l i n order to mod.ify i t . 

68. He welcomed the recent adoption of the A f r i c a n Charter of Human E i g h t s by the 
Conference of A f r i c a n Ministe.rs of J u s t i c e . States must respect without d i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
the r i g h t of workers and t h e i r trade-union o r g a n i z a t i o n s to take p a r t i n the 
management of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l a f f a i r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n d e f i n i n g 
development o b j e c t i v e s and i n s i i n e r v i s i n g the implementation of that r i g h t , La.stly, 
he requested the Commission to intervene so that a l l persons'unjustly deprived of 
t h e i r r i g h t s might recover them; to f o l l o w a t t e n t i v e l y the implementation of the 
measures i t had taken to strengthen the s t r a g g l e a g a i n s t apartheid; to study the 
e f f e c t s , o f the a c t i v i t i e s and p o l i c i e s of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s on 
development and on human r i g h t s ; to seek more e f f e c t i v e means of e n s u r i n g . p r a c t i c a l 
c o - o r d i n a t i o n of the a c t i v i t i e s of the various orga^nizations i n the U n i t e d Nations, 
system i n implementing human r i g h t s w i t h i n the process of .development; and to analyse 
the adverse e f f e c t s of the arms race and the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of u s i n g m i l i t a r y resources 
f o r peaceful purposes which would guarantee himian r i g h t s . 
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69. Mr. BOEL (Denmark) introduced d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CIT.4/L,1567 on the status of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human Rights (agenda item 22) on behalf of the delegations 
of Canada, Costa R i c a a.nd Senegal as w e l l as h i s own d e l e g a t i o n , and the delegations 
of Cyprus and the u n i t e d Kingdom, which had j o i n e d the sponsors. I n i n t r o d u c i n g 
item 22, the Deputy D i r e c t o r of the D i v i s i o n of Homan Rights had mentioned that 
f o u r more cou n t r i e s had r a t i f i e d or acceded to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants. However, 
i t was r e g r e t t a b l e that many co u n t r i e s had not yet endorsed those instr-uraents or the 
Optional P r o t o c o l ; f o r that reason the sponsors i n v i t e d them, to do so, and to make 
the d e c l a r a t i o n provided f o r i n a r t i c l e 4I of the I n t e m a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l 
and P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s . 

70. The aim of operative para^graph 3 of the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n was to give the 
D i v i s i o n of Human Rights the means e f f e c t i v e l y to a s s i s t the Hirnian Rights Committee 
and the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l i n performing t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e f u n c t i o n s under 
the Covenants. Docujnent A/35/40 showed that the Human Rights Committee had 
e s t a b l i s h e d a u s e f u l dialogue with States p a r t i e s , which ггеге represented w i t h 
i n c r e a s i n g frequency at a high l e v e l when r e p o r t i n g to the Committee. Piirthermore, 
the sponsors had taken note of Council d e c i s i o n I 9 8 I / I O 2 concerning the composition, 
orga.nization and a-,dministrative arrangements of the s e s s i o n a l working group on the 
implementation of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on Economic S o c i a l and C i l t - u r a l R i g h t s . 
Again i n 1931? at the Council's orga-nizalional s e s s i o n the working group had had 
i n s t i f f i c i e n t time to discuss the matter i n depth, but i t would resume such d i s c u s s i o n 
at the f i r s t r e g u l a r s e s s i o n i n I 9 8 I . I n operative jjaragraph 3s "the sponsors 
expressed the hope that a d d i t i o n a l progress could be made at that s e s s i o n . Furthermore, 
concern that the p u b l i c should be informed of questions r e l a t i n g to human r i g h t s was 
r e f l e c t e d i n the t h i r d preambula.r paragra„ph, which r e c a l l e d Council r e s o l u t i o n l 9 8 0 / 3 0 , 
and i n operative paragraphs 8 and 10. He expressed the hope that d.raft 
r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1.1567? which i n substance r e f l e c t e d the previous r e s o l u t i o n s on 
the same subject, would be adopted, by consensus. 

The meeting rose at 7«35 P.m. 




