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The meeting was calléd £§7oxder at 4.20 p.m.

QUESTION OF THE REALIZATION IN ALL CCUNTRIRS OF THE ECONCIIIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
- RIGHTS CONTAINED TN THE UNIVERSAL DECTLARL-ION OF HUMAN RIGH:S AND IN THE
INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON ECCNOMNIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS, AND STUDY OF - .
SPECIAL PROBIEMS WHICH THG DEVEIOPING COUNTRIES FACE IN THETIR EFFORTS TO- ACHIEVE
THESE HUMAN RIGHTS, INCIUDING:

(a) PROBIEMS RELATED TO THE RIGHT TO ENJOY AN ADEQUATE STANDARD OF LIVING;
THE RIGHT TO DEVELORIENT

(b) THE EFFECTS OF TIHE EXISTING UNJUST INTERNATIONAL ECONCMIC ORDER ON THE
ECONOMIES OF THE DEVEIOPING COUNTRIES AND THE OBSTACIE THAT THIS
REPRESENTS FOR THE DMPIEMENTATION OFF HUMAN RIGHTS. AND FUNDAMENTAL
FREEDOMS (agenda item 8) (continued) (EB/CN.4/1421; B/CN.4/1425;
E/ON.4/1458; B/CN.4/1459; EJCN.4/WC0/296; B/CN.4/NGO/303; ST/HR/SER.A/8)

STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS -ON HUMAN RIGHTS (agenda item 22) (continued)
(B/CN.4/1444)

1. Mrs, SILVA de ARANA (Peru) said that the inclusion in agenda item 8 of the
questions referred to in subparagraphs (a) and (b) highlighted the existence of

the right to development and the importance of the establishment of a new internafional
economic order providing for the realization of all human rights, which were
acknowledged to be indivisible and interdependent. Among the objectives proposed
for the International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development
Decade were equitable tradc relations, effective enjoyment of the right to
self-determination in all its forms, control and regulation of the activities of
transnational corporations, recognition of the right of States to participate fully
in the international order and the more liberal transfer of technology. The study
in document E/CN,4/1421 supplemented the study of the preceding year and contained
gome interesting suggestions which should be analysed and developed in order to try
to interpret correctly the nceds of the ¢-veloping world. The study endeavoured to
show the efforts that fthe developing countries must wake in order to achieve the
right to development as a human right. ‘

2. Peru had shown in several forums that it attached great importance to the question
under consideration. It was a party to the International Covenants and the Optional
Protocol, It had participated in the seminar on the effects of the existing unjust
international economic order on the economies of the developing countries and the
obstacle which that represented for the implementation of human rights and fundamental
freedons. On that occasion, her delegation had expressed regret at the fact thai some
countries had not attended the seminar since their absence had prevented the
participants from holding a fruvitful dialogue.

3. There was a heed not only to define the right to development, but also to establish
the mechanisms which would make it possible for that right to be exercised, Thus the
General Assembly had recommended that a seminar on the ties linking human rights,

peace and development should be held in 1981. The maintenance of peace, development
and the promotion of human rights were at the core of all the activities of the

United Nations, and her delegation firmly supported those objectives.

4. Mr. ZORIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that his delegation had
consistently pressed for the maintenance of the question contained in item 8 on the
Commission's agenda since the main problems of today revolved around that item. The
new Soviet Constitution set forth and guaranteed fundamental rights and freedoms,
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whose implementation was ensured in practice. ~ Thus, under the five-year plan for
1975-1980, the expenditure allocated to human development had represented four fifths
of the budget. In the Soviet Union, citizens enjoyed free education and free health
care; the standard of living of retired pcople and former sorvicemen did not decline
as in other countries, and the real income of workers had increased considerably in
recent years. The twenty-sixth Congress of the Soviet Communist Party, had opened
in Moscow on 23 Februarys; it was to study the most important problems arising in the
country's foreign and domestic policy, the pattern of cconomic and social development
during the period 1981-1985, and prospects up to 1990. The statement by the
Secretary-General of the Soviet Communist Party and the other documents presented to
that Congress for consideration had shown that the main objective of the -

Soviet Union's economic strategy was constantly to improve the material and cultural
standard of the Soviet people and to ensure the realization of human potential.

That policy was reflected in an increase in real income, the construction of housing,
the extension of social security, and frec health care and education. At a time
vhen consumer prices vore soaring in many countries, the Soviet Government had good
reason to be proud of the sitvation in its country, for retail prices and rents had
not increased for years and the cost of services represented only 3 per cent of a
worker's average incone. The cost +f public transport had not gone up for 40 years,
Such extraordinary achievements were uncqualled anywhere in the world, and the efforts
that had been made to arrive at such results couvld well be imagined.

5. His delegation understood the aspirations of the developing countries, which
wished to consider the problem of the realization of cconomic and social rights within
the aegis of the United Nations and to accord special importance to them. It was not
cnough to embody those rights in solemn declarations; cconomic and social conditions
favourable to the development of an independent national economy and to the equitable
distribution of a country's wealth must be established. If the Soviet Union - the
vietim of devastating wars, blockades and hostile schemes - had been able to cope
with adversity and emerge strengthened, it was because it had chosen the path of
independent development., The question of the right to development raised by the
developing countries was logical and of current interest. The Soviet Union defended
the right of peoples to dispose of their own wealth as they saw fit and to achieve
economic and social change in the manner best suited to their interests. The peoples
and Governments of the developing countries could not remain inactive when faced with
the adverse consequences of colonialism and the plundering of their resources by the
imperialists., In that connection, his delegation was disturbed by the data collected
by UNCTAD which showed that from 1970 to 1977 foreign corporations had derived from the
developing countries profits that were twice as high as both the investments they had
made in those countries and the profits they derived from their countries of origin.
That deplorable situvation had adverse effects on the standard of living and the
achievement of human rights in the developing countries, Although there were

19 miliion unemployed in the developed Western countries, there were more than

400 million in the developing countries. In the latter countries, 800 million people
suffered from malnutrition and 50 million starved to death every year. The :
establishment of a new international economic order was therefore a necessity in order
to save the lives of hundreds of millions of people.
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6. As the Secretary-General of the Soviet .Communist Party had had occasion to
state, the economies -of the developing countrics were also. suffering from the
interrnational tension and the arms -race and from the short-sighted acts of_agmression
committed dby. some Western countries. ILvery year the mewber countries of NATO devoted
400 to 450 billion dollars: to druanents. The arms race, the. increase of wilitary
budgets and the heightening of international tension were harning peace and détente
and undermining the bases for co-operative construction. The interdependence of the
problems presented by the realigation of human rights and the strengthening of peace
and détente:was an obvious fact recognized; inter alia, in the chapter on the right to
peace and disarmament as a human right (B/CN.4/1421). - The right of all human beings
to peace wag linked to the right to development. If people vere not assured of an
opportunity to live in peace, there was no question of their being-able to enjoy the
right 4o development and other human rights. I+t was therefore essential to redouble
efforts to maintain peace and security, strengthen détente- and halt the arms race.

7. The realization of the right to.development also presupposed support; for the .
strugple for the liberation of peoples and social progress, the elimination of the
after-effects of colonialigm, and the estoblishment of international econonic ‘
relations on a falr and equitable basis. The right to development was a right of both
peoples and individuals, snd evervone must be guaranteed an opportunity to develop his
abllities to the fullest extent.

8. . With respect to agenda item 22, several countries had. ratified the Internationall
Covenants on Human Rights during the preceding year, but more than half the ¢ States
Hembers of the United Nations, sowerof vhich claimed to champion humen rights, had
st1ll not decided to accept the responsibilities imposed on them by those 1nstruments.
The Coumission wmust therefore take thée requisite measures to induce those States to
ratify or accede to the Covenants.~

9. In- ooncluulon, he hoped tha t the Commission would be called upon to consider a
draft resolution on the question which took account of the considerations and
observations he had submitted. '

10. 'Mr. van der. STORL (Wetherlands). said that the close interconnection between
civil and political rights and economic, social and cultural rights had long been
recognized by the United Nations, as was illustrated by a vhole series of instruments.
But it could not be denied that for many years the Commission had addressed itself
mainly té the problems rélating to the protection of civil and political rights. ..
nghtlj, therefore, it had decided in the 1970s to give more systematic attention to
the question of the realization of econoumic, social and cultural rights. In doing so,
the Commigsion would perhaps adopt a more integrated approach to: its task. The:
realization of human rights implied couwbating not only political oppression but also
social discrimination and econouic exploitation.  Attention must be paid to the
structural causes vhich impeded the full realization of human rights and vhich were in
part due to the wretched econowic conditions prevailing in much of the third world.
Leonomic, social and cultural rights, such as the right to an adequate .standard of .
living, the right to work, and the right to education, for example, suffered from that
gituation., As for the right to life, it was threatened by famines and epidemics. At
the same time, such a situation stood in the way of the realization of some
fundamental freedoms since illiteracy, for example, hindered the exercisec of the

right to information and the right to tale part in politics.
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11. On the other hand, a bad economic situation could never serve as an excuse for.
political oppression. The right to be free from torture, and from arbitrary. arrest,
detention or execution were equally relevant to the irhabitants of poor and rich
countries, The indivisibility of human rights iwmplied that there was no justification
for meking the realization of one category of human rights dependent upon the prior
realization of another category.

12. Bearing that principle in mind, it could be said fThat development of the third
vorld was an cessential pre-condition for enabling the people vho lived there - the
majority of the world's population - to enjoy their human rizhts. TFor a long time the
problen of development had been viewed almost exclusively from an economic standpoint..
4 new perspective had been opened up by the concept of the right to developument,
linking developuent and human rights. It had been argued that that new right, which
would belong to a third generation of human rights, would divert international '
attention frow the manifold problews concerning the promotion and protection of the
rights recognized in the International Bill of Rights., His delegation did not share
that apprehension. On the other hand, it did not believe that external factors such
as the exigting international econowmic order were the root cause of every non-observance
of human rights in the developins countries. '

13, One of the questions raised in the Zormission's discussion had been vhether the
right to development should not be viewed ag a new principle of international lawv, how
that nev concept, if it was to be geen as a humen right, would fit into the existing
system for the international promotion and protection of human vrights, and vhat it
would add to ‘the rights that had already been recognized in the International Bill of
Rights., It might be interesting to wrecall similar discussions that had initially
taken place concerning self-determination. In the early 1950s, many Govermments had
recognized the existence of the principle of self-determination but not a »ight o
self-determination, Vhen thatright had been recognized, several Governments had
opposed- its inclusion in the International Covenants, arguing that it was a collective
right, whersas the Covenants vere & codification of individual rights. Hovever, it
had finally been decided to include the right to self-determination in the Covenants.

14. At the present time, everyone recognized that denial of the right ‘o
self~determination impeded the full enjoyment of individual humen rights, in particular
political rights. hus the realization of that right was linked to the realization of
other individual rights enumerated in the Covenants. Perhaps an analogy could be

dravm in that regard between the right to self-determination and the right to
development, The latter right would seen to contribute to the realization of the
economic, social and cultural rights of the individual, especially as it was connected
to the principle laid dowvm in article 28 of the Universal Declaration that everyone

was entitled to a social and international order-in vhich the rights and freedous set
forth in the Declaration could be fully realized.
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15. At an early stage of the codification of human rights principles in
international law, it had been aclinowledged that the exercise of traditional civil
and political freédoms would require the susrantee of certain economic and social
conditions. In that regard, too, it would seem possible to draw o parallel betwveen
the right to-self-determlnatlon and the right to development. History had showm
that for many nations the exercise of their right to self-determination had often
been seriously hampered by the lack of an adequate economic basis. Such objective
factors lay at the core of discussions on the right to developmenu.

16. Yet another interesting parallel could be draim. Just as the traditional civil
and political freedoms imposed on the Stote an oblig uulon to rel aln from 1nter1er1nb
with the freedoms of individuals, s0 the right to se

to refrain from interfering vith the freedom of other mations. OUn tqe ot 1er nand
economic, social and cultural rights obliged Govermments to take certein positive
action. Similarly, the right to development would seem to entail the neccssity of
taking positive action in owvder 1o overcome the inequality and inequities that
characterized the modern world. That was not to say that the obstacles to the
realization of the risht to development vwere primarily or solely of an international
nature, as some people seemed to believe, Chgiacles were also to be found in
repressive domestic structures in vhich neither the traditional freedoms NOY economic
and social rights were taken seriously., Therefore, the Commission had rightly
decided that both the international dimensions and the regional and national
dimensions of the right to development deserved to be studied,

17. The right to development could be considered to be as indivisibly linked to

the right to self-determination as civil and political rights to economic, social

and cultural rights. he discussion during the vreceding years about the right to
development had shown that there were many divergent and even opposing views as to
the contents of that concept, but he hoped that the present debate would clarify the
scope and nature of that right so that it could be more accurately judged on its
merits. It was imperative to continue discussion of that subject, and his delegation
therefore agreed in principle with the ideo of setting up a group of experis in the
field of both development and human rights viho vould give more systematic
consideration to the concept of the right to development,

18, Mr. GONZAIBZ de IEOH (Mexico) informed the Commission that in March his country
would be depositing instruments of accession to the International Covenants and
instruments of ratification of the Convention on the Political Rights of Women and
of the Convention on the Llimination of A1l Forms of Discrimination against Women.
His country also intended to accede formally to the American Convention on Human
Rights and to the Convention on Territorial Asylum, which supplemented that on
diplomatic asylum, and intended to ratify the Inter-American Convention on the
Granting of Political Rights to Women. TFollowing as they did the retification, in
1980, of the International Convention on the Suppresgion and Punislment of the Crime
of Apartheid, those measures shoved the importence attached by the present Government
of his country to the protection of fundameniel rights and the dignity of the human
person. Similarly, his country's participation in the Commisgsion after an absence
of seven years, a desire to gee one of its nationals contribute to the work of the
Sub~Commigsion and the participation of another liexican in the worl of the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights illustroted the growing importance with which
his Govermment regarded the defence of the bagic rights of the individual at the
international level,
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19. A% the national level, accession to thé instruments to which he had referred
did not alter anything, as the legal situation within the country alrcady guaranteed
individual and social rights which were graduclly being recognized in international
law. A4 few examples would suffice to prove thot fact: in 1812 long before other
countries had done so, Mexico had abolished slovery; the basic rights of the human
being had been enshrined in its first politicol Constitution, that of 18145 the
liberal Constitution of 1857 had extended those rizhts, which had again been proclaimed
and beside them sociol rights had been emuncisted in the Constitution of 1917, wvhich
wag gtill in force. The spirit which had inspired those achievements was to be
found in the whole of his country's legislation, whether in the field of labour, -
education, agrarian reform or the political refoim undertaken by the present o
Government to ensure the widest and most fruiiful'participation of the pecnle in the
political life of the country. Therefore, by acceding to the international instruments
he had mentioned, and in particular the Internctional Covenants, llexico was seeking
not to incorporate nev standards and principles within its legislation, but rather
to contribute to the universal application of +those international standerds. That
represented an important decision at a time vhen humen rights and human dignity

were being violated, sometimes systematicolly, and when some of the traditional
defenders of those rights seemed to be forsalzing them in favour of oims of a more
particular character, The eattempted coupn dA!'Stat in lfadrid on the Drevious day'might_
be an example of the results of abandoning the defence of human rights and freedoms,
and of the appetites that were nurtured thoreby,

w

20,  In pursuing its cbjectives, his country did not consider thot there vas any
hierarchy of rights; in its opinion, all were of equal dimportence. All that mattered
was the dignity of the human being. Tor that reason his delegation had followved
attentively the discussion on vhat were being celled the "new" human rights, in
particular the right to development, which was neither the sum nor the synthesis of
elements already constituting distinet rights in themselves: the rights to life, food,
health, education, work, information and asscciation. The right to development vas
something different, the possibility of exercising all those rights at the same time
and developing fully in complete freedom at +he individual or collective level, on

a local, national, regional or world scale and in the economic as well as the
political, social and culiural sectors.

21. The representative of Algeria had pointed out that it was not yet possible to
give a formal. definition of that neu concept, ox to determine precisely itse content
and scope. Haste must be avoided, careful thought end action were needed. The
Commission, in conformity with the purposes and principles of the Charter, must play
a part . in creating the conditions which would eliminate the underlying causes of the
problems that endangered international peace and scourity, not merely by attempting
to remedy dramatic situations, but also by setting standards and seeking to establish
conditions in which there would be no reason for such situations to occur.

22. Definition of the right to development would give greater consistency to a whole
series of rights, already well defined, by ma'iing clear, for exﬁnple, the rights and
duties of States, the spheres of govermmentel and non-govermmental action, and
standards of conduct for transnational corporetions. It would also help to give a
precise meaning to the concept of the new internotional order. That was a tack in
which his delegation vag determined to give its support and collaboration.
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- 23, Mr., KHURELBAATAR (Mongolia) said with regard to agenda item 8 that, like many
other delegations, his delegation fully recognized the priority character of the
-implementation in-all countrles of the economic, social and cultural rights

enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and of consideration of the social problems
confronting the developing countries,

24, The 1969 Declaration on Social Progress and Development was based on respect for
human rights and social justice -~ which required the total and permanent abolition of
all forms of inequality and exploitation of peoples. With that in mind, the

General Assembly, in resolution 52/130, had confirmed that the realization of civil
and political rights was dependent on the realization of social, economic and
cultural rights. Even today, hundreds of millions of people were subjected to some
form of colonial domination or were suffering from the after—effects of the long
colonial history of which they were the victims. It was a fact that young States in
Asia, Africa and Latin America had trouble in establishing equitable international
economic relations, which corresponded to the aspirations of peoples devoted to peace
and economic and social progress., In that connection it was regrettable that meny
Western States disregarded the aims of the relevant international instruments,
especially the Programme of Action on the BEstablishment of a New International
Economic Order, adopted by the General Assembly at its sixth special session, and the
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States. The failure of the

eleventh special session of the General Assembly was attributable to the inadmissible
attitude of imperialist circles, which, in pursuing selfish aims, refused .to allow
peoples to exercise the right to development, which wag in fact associated with the
right of peoples to self-determination. On that point, regret must be expressed
concerning the arms race and warlike hysteria, which constituted a direct threat to
the right to development and the right to life.

25. His delegation could agree to consideration of the question of individual rights
only within the context of the right %o development, although it did not deny that
political and social rights belonged to the individual as a member of the community
and that they must be construed within the framework of social relations.

26. The right to development acquired its widest social significence thrbugh its
achievement in the interests of the working masses as a whole as a result of radical
gocial changes. His country was following that course. The Mongolian people, having
chosen social pregress and a gocialist structure, and having avoided the capitalist
phase of development, constituted a living example to other peoples which were still
subjected to a feudal economy. In 60 years his people had come a long way, thanks to
their own efforts, supported by the fraternal and egalitarian co-operation of the
other socialist countries, in the first place the Soviet Union., In all fields,
progress was dynamic and was continuing: in 1980 the per capita income had increased
by 5.9 per cent and the national income by 8.7 per cent; in 1981 per capita income
was expected to rise by 4.4 per cent and national income by 6 per cent as compared
with the preceding year.

27.. Turning to agenda item 22, he said that his country was not only a party to the
International Covenants on Human Rights, but also ensured their implementation through
domestic social and economic measures. All fundamental, political, social and
economic rights were inscribed in his country's Constitution and were observed in
practice.
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28, lr. HOVAK (United Stotes of Americe), specking on egerds item 8, said thot his
delegation would like to onalyse the phrese ”ri sht to develovment in the light of the
experience of his own couniry, which, 200 years before, had been a colony of o mojor
Buropean Power. Just 100 years before, his uountry hag been & noor nation, but full of
promise, AV that $ime, vhen famines had c¢ccurred in mojor cilties every 15 or 20 years
and medical science hod been primitive, i one el speien of o right to development,
hut his nation hed seized the opportunity to develen and even felt that 1t had o
responsibility to do so - hecauge of ite capecities and vew ideas about political
econoty -~ not only to itself, but algo to humonity es e whole. In fact, the first
Incuiry into the ature #nd Causes of the Wealth of liotions hed been published in 1776
by Adem Smith, who might pronerly be called the fother of economic science. Iluch had,
of course, been learncd since then: wealth haed cauges; it could e created; the human
roce could learn hou to escope from frmine, misery, ignorance end fear. The fundamental
purpose of democratic cawitselism - the systewm in hisg country and in many others - wvas
to reduce the material suffering of 2ll menkind, to increase the wezlth of all netions
so that all individuals might use their frcedom ag they chose; ite principle was that
society prospered from the bottom up. It was the some for nations: the larger the
number of developed and wealthy nations, the better it was Tor the vhole world. It was
in everyone's interest for all naticns Lo become econcmically strong, and to increasc
the wealth of 2ll nations was a valid socisl gool, It wes chiefly economic activism
that produced wealth. The develoning nctiong hod an enormous nced for economic
activiste, sufiiciently free of polivical buresucracies o do their job. Religious
and political liberties were importont, 2nd co were econcnic liberties.

29, Trapsnational corporations had been maligned in the Commissgion, but no other
institution hed contributed more to the great leap foxrward. of the economy than private
business corporations., They hod shown that the Steite was not the only instrument of
develonment. They did aot have only an economic vocation: they could also meet social
challenges, pursue socicl goals and heighten the common geod. Their existence depended
upon certain free oolitiC“l gystems, certain moral and cultura T Values, and a certain
legal order. They therefore had economic, political, meral and culturel effects.

Their dircctors had to resnect local conditions, while those wiio degired to share in
the great benefits brought by such corporvetions must respect the economic, political,
moral and culture’ conditiong on which th:y devended. Theiz nrofits had been called

"obscene!" by certain delegations. Did that mesn thai losses were virtuous? Vithout
profits there could only be losses oxr sitognation - fThe onnosite of development, vhich

i

was itzelf a form of profit. It rem&iaed to be determined whet were the causes and
nature of development, 1 -wy theories of develonment which were discussed
by meny bodies - UHCTAD IBRD includings IDA, the United Hations

General Aszsembly, TF ohd G TT. For ite part, the uommlosion, which already had a
field of activitly which wee nrecise bul difficult enough - nomely, the implementetion
of the human rights vhan wore outlined in the Universal Declarction of Iumen Rights

and vere by no mecns anh the succesg of development - could only, within
the context of developﬂuut, Con81der the relations vo be cetablished between cultural,
politicel and ecomomic rights. Hig delegotion could not accept the view that before
civil and political rights could be fully accorded to & peonle, an ideal economic order
mist first be estobliched; history showed thet toteliterian wdzimes which took awvey
political end civil rights fron peonles in the name of the economy often produced less
and less, and, in cadition, never restored the rights they had usurped, By contrast,
some countries vhich were smcll or moor in natural resources, but strong in their
dedication to the disciplines ond freedoms of economic merkets, showed spectacular
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economic progress in e relatively short period of time. Sometimes such régimes were
authoritarion and not democratic, but they often evolved in a democratic directions
aconomic liberties went together with political and civil liberties. I'o socialisgt
country on the Soviet model had yet experionced a democratic revolution in the sphere
of politicel and civil rights. '

ZC. The convictions expressed in those remarks could scarcely be altered by a study
such @s that contained in document E/CN.4/1421, vhich wag unbalanced and lacking in
intellectual rigour. Tor exomple, the discussion of transnctional corporatione
ignored the real benefits which they brought about in favour of hypothetical
speculations about what they might do. It was Lo be hoped that the secaond and third
varts of the revort would ghow more common sense,

31, The problem now faocing the world ves to increase its productivity in order to-
ind food, clothing, schools and medicines for its 4.5 billion inhabitants. IMany
nations had become economically developed and all wished to become so. All without
exception needed to grow in knowledge, technology, capital investment and new forms
of economic activism. A4 developing world economy offered incentives to every single
participant. That was why the people of his country wished to gee the wealth of all
nations increase and. vere especially concerned ebout the lot of the noorest nations
and of the very poor within every nation, who could not become cconomically activae,
The economic inactivity of millions wag sn obstacle to the growth of productivity and
prosperity in the world, vhich recuired the participation of o1l in economic activism.

32. Viscount COLVILLE OF CULROSS (United Kingdom), referring to agenda item 22, seid
that the international community muest not content itself with having droun up the
International Covenants on Human Rightss; it muct also - at the very leost - ensure
their wniversal implementation., Thet was certoinly not an easy matters the Human Rights
Committee had found o solution for the Internationsal Covenant on Civil and Political

Righte, and the internationrl community would soon have to find one for the

(&}

International Covenent on Econonmic, Social and Cultural Rights.

%3. Turning to agenda item 8, hig delegation sympathized with the preoccupations and
cspirations of the develoning countries, narticularly the poorest among them. Menlkind
lived in one world, and the future of the developned ond develoning countries was
inextricably linked. Hig delegation therefore welcomed works such as the

Brandt Commission report, designed to etudy woye of resolving the enormous economic
problems which were faced by the internationsl community end which tended to bear
hardest on the poorest. It found, on the other hand, that the Secretary-General's

study (B/C.4/1421) lacked balence because of its failure to give due regard to the
positive elements in intcrnational economic activities. It could accent that not

all aid funde had been so chamnelled as to make the maximum contribution to the economic
and sgocial well-being of those for vhom they had been intended. It nonetheless believed
that many aid projects had been outstandingly successful. The developed countries, and
in particular his own country, had made enormous capital investments in the developing
countries which had enabled many of ‘those countries to establish industries that hod

in turn provided employment end ecrned foreign exchange. IHF and World Bank hod

shovn flexibility in responding to the needs of the developing countries, but a simple
transfer of resources was not the ansver to the nroblems confronted by the poorer
countries, or by the international community as o whole. It hod been increasingly
recognized that excessive concentration on the economic aspects of development could
actually exacervate social »reblems. In that connection he quoted a nassage from the
end of chapter 2 of the Brandt Comnission repcrt on the notenticl effect of development
projects on women, wvhich showed hou economic, social, civil and cultural values vere
very closely intertwined. There was gtill a longs way to go on the road to understanding
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the complex problem of development. Lven the word "development" itself begged more

S

questions than it answered. It wes true that a ity»e of economic "development'" which
would sult one country'é neede might be cuite unsuitable elsewhere; the unnleasant
by-products of develonment in the econonic spheré, such as envirommentel and _
atmospheric pollution, were everyvhere found to be widesirable., The whele analytical
agsessment of develonmment, in the restrictive senges of & shift in industricl capacity
balanced by o prover evaluation of the envirommental and social immact of new vrojects,
wvas being challenged in many‘develoned countriesg. That clearly chowed the inadequacy
of “any concent of ceovelonment wvhich wes wzegiricted to economic criteria alone. The
problem must be viewed 2o a whole, in the light of its envirommenial, social and other
asnects, if the economic, civil, gocial and culturel well-being of (11 veonlus vags bo
be improved. TFor that reason his delegetion welcomed the f“ct thot the Uommission had,
in partlcvlur; recomnended in ite re

U‘)

olution 4 (WV) the "integroted" smprocch to

development. The "righti to de\gloon nt" wee important, but no one could claim to

understand it fully, or cssert thet it wos gusceptible of a. universal solution or could

be discussed in isolation from the other rights tc¢ vhich the internctional community

attached importance, What was needed was furbther positive di°ou°sion of that right
in the light of the wltimate aim, vhich wes to enrich the fremevork of eristing
international instruments, in nerticular the Internntional Covenants on.Eodnomic,
Social and Culturel Righvts and on Zivil and Political Rights.

34. Mr, FOLI (Ghanc said that only tFOSveho denied the right +to development to their
fellow human beings could doubt thot that was ¢ universal right 4o vhich everyone was
equally entitled. As the Gener’11 Assembly had observed, the right to self-determination
and independence wcs the essential vnrerequisite for the right to development. The
defiance of those nvinoinle- by aggressors vhose arrogance vas ag grent ag their pover
nevertheless impeded the protective mission of the United ilations, as wag sadly
demonstrated by the citvetion in South Africa and Ilemibie, where the avertheid régime
refused to abandon its repressive weys and to end ite illegal occupation of a

United Naticns Trust Territory.

35. The oOUuh African régime could not persist in its dangerous concuct without the

support given to it by certoin Stetec lembers of the United Wations on which fobe had

conferred a major role in the contempbrary’WOrld. o wonder, then, that the duty to
remove the obstacle of cwartheid, o whioh attention wag dravn in the study by the
Secretery-Generel (I /CU‘—71b°7/, was not wvelcomed by all members of the international
community, It should be remembered, hOWOVﬁr, that responsibility for the injustices
nerpetrated by the pnar‘he*d régine ageinst black Africans also lay on those thot came
to the assistance of that régime.

6., Document B/Cl.ﬂ/lﬁ’l n01nteu out thot tﬂﬂnanauloﬂal corporations could bhring
considerable bencfites to the develoning countries. ©Duch corporations had nevertheless
helped to perpetuate cypartheid in southern Africo because “the avartheid rdégime nrovided
a fevourable orxder for their operations. There, too, the oollr rators were equally
respongible for the daily slavery and suffering of millions of human beings, as
described bJ the Speciol Reprorteur. Instead of subjugating their feelings to the
dictetes of materiel goods, nations end their leaders should unite in supnorting the
Just espirations of the noor, toLlﬂg immediate and cffective measures to restore to them
all that was their due. '
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37. Such were the obstacles placed in certain quarters in the way of the establishment
of a new international economic order whose main purpose was to bring about a
transformatlon in the current system of international economic relations so as to

make it just and equitable for all. A call for deliberate measures to enable

75 per cent of the world's inhabitants to raise their industrial production to

25 per cent of total production from the present 10 per cent was encountering
ingenious opposition, it being maintained that any improvement in the situation

should be the result of the interplay of market forces, even though it was those

same forces that had been lzrgely responsible for the inequities that needed to be
removed.

38, In the vital area of international trade the international community had adopted
an agreement establishing the Common Fund for commodities, but the Fund's capital
fell far short of the amount originally estimated as necessary to enable it to play
an effective role., The disappointments produced by that situation helped to explain
the tardiness of developing countries in acceding to the treaty and joining the Fund.
Yet the stage of development reached in science and technology provided mankind with
the capacity to eliminate poverty and to ensure a respectable standard of living for
everyone. Instead, the arms race was swallowing enormous sums of money and at the.
same time polluting the international climate.

39. Among the many problems facing mankind, special reference should also be made
to the refugee problem, which was particularly acute in Africa. The problem wag’ s0
serious that no words could describe its real dimensions. The intéernational
community should rise to the challenge and, by adopting special measures, endeavour
to resettle the more than 4 million African refugees in a normal life. There were
many other areas in which international action was required to reinforce the right
to development, particularly for the least developed among the developing countries
and for other categories of seriously disadvantaged countries.

40. Hig delegation supported the conclusions and recommeundations of the geminar on
the effects of the ex1st1ng unjust international economic order contained in
document ST/HR/SER.A/8. t should be emphasized that commitment to human rights,
especially by the leading nations of the world, could not be relaxed without serious
consequences for the equilibrium of the international community. His delegation
hoped that such commitment would be renewed and strengthened to ensure more
widespread enjoyment of the right to development in all parts of the world.

41. Mr., BRIMAH (Nigeria) said that the two main obstacles to the enjoyment in all
countries of the economic, social and cultural rights set forth in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights were the existing unjust international economic order
and the denial of fundamental human rights through such vractices as colonialism,
domination, racism and apartheid, which had been denounced bJ the international
community as crimes against humanity. '

42. The existing international economic order had been established at a time when
many present-day develovning countries had still been dependent territories, unable
effectively to defend their own interests. It therefore heavily favoured the
developed countries. It gave the advanced industrialized countries the undue
advantage of dictating their own terms to the less privileged countries, as was
illustrated by the commodity market in particular.  Such mechanisms, inherited from
history, created an ever-widening gap between the developed and the developing
countries, the latter becoming poorer while the former became richer.
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43, The prescent cystem compelled the developing countries to link their currencies
to thosc of the advanced countrics. The developing countries'! economies were

thus subjugated to the whims of those ol the develoved countries, which kept them in
a perpetual gstate of servitude. That cxplained the state of the economies of the
developing countries, for vhich the existing uwnjust intewvnational economic order
vas primarily responsible. It also exvlaincd the slow pace of development of those
countries, aven though development was nov recognized as a human right. ‘

44, As had already been emphasized, there was an interrelationship between the
enjoyment of human rights and veace, and hetween development and disarmement. It vas
a well-lnown Tact that the 1970s had failed to meev the expoctations cibhodicd in
General Asscmbly resolution 2602 B(XXIV), and that by the cnd of that decade snnual
expenditure on armaments had stood at 5500 »illion as azainst 5130 hillion in 1970.
While no financial constraint had hindered the racc to accumulate the instrumento

of death and destruction, international efforts to preserve 1life and to encure a
decent standard of living for the great majority of mankind were starved of funds.

In its report, the Brandt Commission on the Worth-South dialogus used giriking :
illustrations to compare military cumenditure vith humanitarian cxpenditure. A% the
outset of the Third Unitzd Wations Development Decade, the amount allocated to
official development assistance was only 520 hillion, or a merc 4 per cent of annuval
military expendutre. As the members of the Sub-Commiszion had obdserved during its
thirty-gecond session, a 10 vper cont reduction in the developed world's military
expenditure would suffic: 4o malke availaile considerable wewources Tor the economic
=and gocial develomment of the developing cowmntries. Tio Covernment therefore supported
United Nations efforts to achieve global disarmament.

45. The new international economic ordey should remedy the shortcomings of the
existing system. Iore wealth for the developing cowntries would make it pogsible

to eliminate illiteracy and poverty. His Government therclfore unreservedly supported
the international community's efforts in that dircction. :

A6, His delegation endorsed the recommendation of the seminar on the effects of the
existing unjust international economic order (ST/HR/SLEN.A/8) that the Commission
should consider the poesibility of proposing to the Economic and Social Council

that a joint meeting of the Commiscion, the Commission on Social Development and

the Committee for Developnment Planning shouwld be convened in ovder to examine the
practical aspects of integrating the risht to development as a human right in the
development process. It also supported the seminar's wecormmendation rcparding the
full pexrticipation of devcloping countries in the decision-making machincry ol the
World Bank and IMF in order to facilitate the enjoyment of human rights.

47. Nigeria attached great importance to the enjoyment of fundeamental human rights
without distinction az to religion, scx or race. His Government vas therefore
prepared to co-operate fully in international efiforts aimed at the estavlishment of
the new international economic order, ‘

8. Ir., M'BAYE (Senegal) said that the study submitited in document EB/CN.4/1421 in

r - r——t ;}

rcoponse to Commission resolution 5 (XXXV) failed to meet the exnectations of his
delegation, which was, however, aluays ready to recognize the merits of the Sccretariat

vhenever it made an effort to serve the Commission's purposes. The study was
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incomplete in that it comprised .omly an introduction and a part one, and was
tecnnlcally inadequate in that. lt made no express reference, either in the part
completed or in the attached . outllne, to the priority which should be assigned to
the items which the Commission had coénsidered essential and to which it had drawn
attention in resolution 7 (XXXVI). The extenuating circumstances -invoked by the
Division of Human Rights were certainly pertinent, but they did not lessen the -
disappointment. His delegation hoped that in the resolution it was to adopt on
item 8 of its agenda, the Commission would request the Secrctary-General to provide
all the necessary means to enable it to pursue its work on the subjcet,; whose
importance and urgency were known to everyone.

49. In the same resolution to be adopted following consideration of item 8, it

would also be desirable to request that a small group of experts should study the
problem of the right to development so that, throush the Commission, the international
community might have a declaration on the right to development. The Commission would
thus make a new contribution tc the normative worl: of the United Nations, of which

it had been one of the main architects in its field.

50, The right to development now created obligations on States and the international
comnunity pursvant to the various relevant instruments. In the opinion of his v
delegation, that right could be defincd as the recognized nrerogative of all peoples
and all individuals to be ale to satisfy their needs in accordance with their
aspirations, to the full extent that the equltabTe enjoyment of- the goods and services
produced by the community permitted. '

51. The seminar on the effects of the existing unjust international economic order
would undoubtedly be a valuable source of information for the Commission's future
work in that field. The participants had rightly placed special emphasis on the
unjust international economic order, on the »nrinciple of equality of opportunity in
realizing the objective set, and on non-discrimination as to the advantages to be
derived from the collective effort. The conclusions and recommendations they had
formulated accorded well with the report of the Secretary-General to the

Commission (E/CN.4/1334) and with all the work of the United Nations system
preceding and following the publication of that report. Alsc in relation to the
seminar, the statement by the Dircctor of the Division of Human Rights reproduced
in document ST/HR/SER.A/8 was of particular interest for the lucidity of its
analysis and the clarity of its directives. :

52. In the opinion of his delegation, the right to development should first ensure
the equitable sharing among human beings of decision-making powers and of the
capacity for enjoyment of the. common heritage. As was pointed out in

resolution-5 (XXXV), that principle should be respected at all levels: national,
regional and international. The right to development presupposed equality of
opportunity among nations and individuals. Ifireover, development shovld not be
considered as growth, but rathecr as a qualitative improvement of the gtandard of
living. It must necessarily incorporate human rights.

53. His delegation was prepared to co-operate with all other delegations which

were convinced that the principle of solidarity was the only possible basis for

the molitical organization of the United Nations, in accordance with the provisions
of Articles 1, 2, 55 and 56 of the San Francisco Charter. The French representative,
in his statement, had shown that a right to development existed, but that reality
refuted that right. That temporary impediment must not halt the Commission.
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54. According to one view, the right should reflect social and political reality,
or else reality would turn against it; according to another view, the right was
an instrument that could influence reality. In his opinion, those two views were
not incompatible., In a developed society, the right must rather follow reality,
vhereas in a developing society it must precede reality and change attitudes,
History provided examples of the introduction of new principles into social
reality, and in that connection he drew attention to the principles of liberty,
equality and fraternity proclaimed by the French revolutionaries of 1789.

In contemporary reality, the principle of liberty corresponded to civil and
political rights and that of equality tc economic, social and cultural rights,
which called for the provision of services by the public authorities; the principle
of fraternity corresponded to rights that might be called "third-generation rights"
calling for solidarity among men and nations and for generally increased well-being.
Even 1if such principles were at first theoretical, time and perseverance brought
them into practice., Thus, at the time of adoption of the Universal Declaration

of Human Rights in 1948, no mention had been made of the right of peoples to
self-determination; & few years later, hovever, Utopia had become a reality with
the emancipation of many States, and that right had been firmly proclaimed in the
two International Covenants on Human Rights., The right to development would
follow the same path: 1t was already unahimously recognized, although until a
short time earlier it had had few champions. There was obviously still a long way
to go before the principle of solidarity was established as the sole guide for
relationships among States. Within States themselves, the principle of solidarity
had taken a long time to maturc: a few decades earlier, sickmess had entailed
dependence on . charity, whereas the victims of illness now enjoyed social security,
International assistance would become & right, just as it had been possible to
transform charity into justice within States. Just as national construction
rested on brotherhood, so co-operation among States would be based on solidarity
that justified the right to development.

55. Mr. NGONDA (Zaire) said it was regrettable that little progress had been
made towards the objectives of the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights. The economic and social situation of several countries

was now critical; some of them were on the verge of bankruptcy. The purchasing
power of peoples was diminishing, illiteracy was on the increase and medical
attention was no longer guaranteed., One of the reasons for that situation was
the current international economic system, which channelled the wealth of the
less developed countries into the developed countries. The countries that had
created that system were continuing a policy of exploitation that had begun at
the time of colonization.

56. In such a context, the right to development called for the establishment of
a nev international economic order. That required more from the developed
countries than humanitarian gestures surrounded by publicity: those countries
must provide continuing bilateral and multilateral assistance to enable the
developing countries to develop their agriculture, industries, transport, sources
of energy, domestic and international trade, etc. The developed countries
admittedly had their problems: they were suffering from relentless inflation and
groving unemployment, In order to combat those ills, however, they should not
intensify protectionism but should, on the contrary, stimulate world trade by
ensuring access to markets for commodities from developing countries., The growth
and prosperity of those countries would contribute to world economic recovery,
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57. Since the fifth United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, four major
topics had dominated that organization's discussions: the commodity tradej
protectionism and structural changes; monetary and financial questions; and economic
co-operation among developing countries. ' Some progress had been made under the
Integrated Programme for Commodities, particularly as concerned the financing of-
the Common Fund; much, however, remained to be done with regerd to commodity
agreements. The transfer of technology was another important area, in which action
must be taken in accordance with the objectives of the Programme of Action adopted
at the Vienna Conference on Science and Technology for Development: strengthening
of the scientific and technological capacity of the developing countries,-
restructuring of international relations in the field of science and teohnology,
strengthening of the role of the United Nations in scientific co- operationy and
provision of increased financial resources for that purpose. At the intermational
devel, steps should also be taken to ensure genuine control over the activities

of the transnational corporations. In the monetary and financial field, steps

muast be taken to ensure active and effective participation by the developing.
countries in decision making. Above all, if only a part of the billions of dollars
wasted on the arms race was released for development purposes, the groving gap
between the rich and the poor countries would be greatly reduced.

58. At the interregional, regional and subregional levels, the United Nations

and the developed countries must help the developing pountrles to establish a

global system of trade preferences in order to protect their industries against
unfair competition by the transnational corporations, and also to establish
co~operation among State trade bodies in the marketing of products of common interest
and the co-ordination of plans for purchasing, sales, promotion, exports, negotia-
tions, etc. The developing countries must also be helped to establish transnational
marketing enterprises operating in accordance with the laws of the country in which
they were established and having a legal status guaranteeing them the necessary
freedom and room for manoeuvre. Lastly, at the national level, all countries

should be able to enjoy their right to independence and self-determination without
foreign interference, their right to full sovereignty over their natural resources
and their right to choose the system of development best suited to the needs cf
their peoples.,

59. The scrupulous application of the measures he had specified would make it
possible to save peoples from poverty, ignorance, hunger and disease, and free them
from the consequences of the existing unju t international economic order. A new
international economic order would make it possible for psople to receive a reasonable
vage, to obtain housing for themselves and their families, to enjoy good health and

to have a healthy and adequate diet; those must be the aims of the right to
development,

60, Mr. DAVIS (Australia) thanked the Deputy Director of the Division of Human
Rights for his presentation of a methodology for the implementation of economic, .
social and cultural rights, and for the specific policy options which he had proposed
to that end. The concept of the right to development had béeen launched some years
previously with the purpose of adding a moral dimension to the debates on a new
international economic order. That right, however, had remained largely symbolicg
the time had now come to give it practical meaning., That view was widely shared

at the present session, and a willingness to take constructive steps was perceptible,
A number of interesting proposals had been advanced: his delegation saw particular
merit in the proposal, mentioned by the representative of Senegal, that a group of
experts should be established to meet between sessions and report in the following
year., Such a group of experts, if established, should have access to numerous



E/CN,4/SR.1614
rage 17

~ources of information, including studies by the szecretariat, reporivs on

seminars, reports of Utates parties on the implementation of the Covenants, records.
of the Commission and the General Assembly documents relating to international
development strategiesg, and so on.

61, There were essentially two sides to the question of the right to development:
on the one hand, human rights and, on the other, development. With respect to the
first, the introduction of the concept of the "right to development" should serve
to enhance the commitment of Govermments to the promotion and protection of human
rights, a commitment taken for granted in the Covenants., Hitherto the Commission
had focused essentially on defining the standards to be attained by Governments;
the introduction of the concept of the right to development made it necessary to
move beyond normative principles to the enunciation of practical measures. In
doing so, allowance would have to be made for the great diversity of cultures,
political systems and stages of development in the world,

62, Ag for development, the other aspect of the right to development, the best way
of defining it was perhaps to refer to the international development strategies.
That would reveal the differences between the strategy for the 1970s and that for
the 1980s, The first emphasized transformations in social and economic structures;
the second emphasized development as an integral process, embodying both economic
and social objectives, His delegation believed that those two approaches should
complement each other, On the one hand, the experience of the developing countries
during the previous decade had shown that development both required and produced
changes in structure: such changes could give rise to political unrest, On the
other hand, progress towards development was more likely to be sustained if all
individuals were made to feel that they were participating in the process on an
equal basis, both as agents and as beneficiaries, without being discriminated agalnst
because of their race, ethnic origin, sex or language.

63. The emergence of the right to aevelopment reflected the interdependence of-
human rights and development, The debates in the United Nations about development
focused chiefly on relations between States; in fact, the growing interdependence
between States and the overall evolution of 1nternatlona1 relations exerted a
considerable influence on develcpment at the national level, However, his delega-
tion felt that the Commission must retain, as a fundamental point of reference in
its debates, the relationship of the individual to the State.

64, Mr, ROBEL (Observer for the World Confederation of Labour) said that appalling
statistics showed how greatly the majority of mankind suffered from hunger,
sickness, ignorance and unemployment, without guarantees of even the most elementary
rights. In many countries, regardless of their political or cocial systems, the
non-existence or limitation of political, civil and trade-union rights made that
situation still worse, Systems and ideologies were imposed on developing countries,
the right to self-detemmination was denied to certain peoples, nations were stripped
of sovereignty over their own resources and the existing system of international
economic relations was unjust: all those facts worsened the denial of basic rights,
In South Africa in particular, zpartheid, bolstered by economic Powers and trans-
national corporations, deprived the black majority, in its own country, of its
political, economic and social rights., In many other countries, the activities

of ruthless dictatorships and local privileges aggravated the effects of external
forces, .
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65, Under the existing economic order, economic and monetary systems founded on
laissez-faire principles favoured the strong and harmed the weak; economic
laiggsez~faire tended to encourage exploitation and totriden the gap betwéén rich and
poor. Even finarcial institutions within the United Nations system helped to
accentuate a pattern of development which was harmful to the greater part of mankind.
Those institutions, perticularly IMF, imposed on the: developing countrlec conditions
such as currency devaluation, the eliminction of subsidies for essential consumer
goods, wage freezes, the reduction of public spending particularly through the
dismissal of c¢ivil servaonts, and the ossignment of a dominant role to the private
sector. Such constraints prevented countries from choosing their own process of
development and stifled trade-union rights and individual freedoms.

66. Three examples would illustrote that sitvation. Firstly, in Bolivia the military
régime in power - one of the most murderous dictatorshipe of present times - had,

at the request of IMF, cut off subsidies for basic necessities; with the result

that prices had risen by up to 70 per cent. The same régime hod'abollshed several
thousand jobs in the public sector. Strikes organized in proteUL agalnsc thoge
measures had been answered by an intensification of repression, and several

thousand persons had been imprisoned, Secondly? in Turkey, the mea sures called for
by IMF had increased inflation, worsened the 1980 trade deficit as compared with that
of 1979, and had swollen unemployment; there too, several thousahd workers had been
imprisoned for having demanded respect for their rights. Thirdly, in Haiti the '
World Bank and IDA supported the policies of President Duvalier, which had resulted
in an intensificafion of repression within the country since December 1980. Those
who dared to protest against violations of human rights were arrested and deported.

67. The negotiations undertaken with the aim of establishing e new economic order

had yielded precious few results; that vas due above all to the lack of political will
on the part of the rich countries. The breakdown of the North-South dialogue
reflected their desire to maintain the status quo. Similarly, the arms race entailed
enormous costs., In the opinion of his organization, disarmement was a precondition
for the establishment of the new economic order: it would enable resources to be freed
in order to solve food problems, and the food weapon would no longer be used to impose
on developing countries policies contrary to their interests. As to the. monetary
system, a conference on international monetary and financial affairs, whlch had been
called for at Arusha, would be essential in order to modify it.

68. He welcomed the recent adoption of the African Charter of Human Rights by -the
Conference of African Ministers of Justice. States must respect VLthout discrimination
the right of workers and their trade-union orgenizations to take part in the
management of economic, gocial and cultural affairs, pqrtlcularly in deflnlng
development objectives and in supervising the implementation of that right., Lestly,
he requested the Commission to intervene so that all persons unjustly deprived of
their rights might recover them; to follow attentively the implementation of the
measures it had teken to strengthen the straggle against apartheid; to study the _
effects of the activities and policies of the internetional financial institutions on
development and on human rights; to seek more effective means of ens uring. practlcal
co-ordination of the activities of the various organizations in the United Ngtlons
system in implementing human rights within the procegss of . devnlopment, and to unalyse
the adverse effects of the arme race and the possibilities of using military resources
for peaceful purposes which would guarantee human rights.
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69. Mr. BOEL (Denmark) introduced draft resolution E/CW.4/L.1567 on the status of the
International Covenants on Humen Rights (a@enda item 22) on behalf of the delegations
of Canada, Costa Rica and Senegel as well ag his own delegation, and the delegations
of Cyprus and the United Kingdom, which had joined the sponsors. In introducing

item 22, the Deputy Director of the Division of Human Rights had mentioned that

four more countries had ratified or acceded to the International Covanants. However,
it was regrettable that many couniries had not yet endorsed those instrumenis or the
Optional Protocol; for that reason the sponsors invited them to do so, and to mcke

the declaration provided for in article 41 of the International Covenant on Civil

and Political Rights.

70. The aim of omerative paragraph 3 of the draft resolution was to give the

Divigion of Human Rights the means effectively to assist the Human Rights Committee
and the Economic and Social Council in performing their respective functions under

the Covenants. Document A/35/40 showed that the Humen Rights Committee had
established a useful dialogue with States parties, which were represented with
increasing frequency at a high level when reporting to the Committee. Furthermore,
the sponsors had taken note of Council decision 1981/102 concerning the composition,
organization and administrative arrangements of the sessional working group on the
implementation of the International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights.
Apain in 1981, at the Council's orgonizational session the working group had had
ingufficient time to discuss the matter in depth, but it would resume such discussion
at the first regular session in 1981, In operative paragraph 3, the sponsors
expressed the hope that additionel progress could be made a2t that session. Furthemmore,
concern that the public should be informed of cuestions relating to human rights wos
reflected in the third preambular paragraph, vhich recalled Council resolutionl980/30,
and in operative paragraphs 8 and 10, He expressed the hope that draft

resolution E/CN.4/L.1567, which in subgstance reflected the previous resolutions on

the same subject, would be adopted by consgensus.

The meeting rose at 7.35 p.iu.






