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Letter dated 31 July 1996 fromthe Pernanent Representative
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Secretary-Genera

| have the honour to transmit herewith a letter dated 30 July 1996,
addressed to you by H's Excellency M. Gsman Ertug, representative of the
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus (see annex).

| should be grateful if the text of the present letter and its annex could
be circul ated as a docunent of the fiftieth session of the General Assenbly,
under agenda item 55, and of the Security Council

(Signed) Hiseyin E. CELEM
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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ANNEX
Letter dated 30 July 1996 from M. Gsman Ertud
addressed to the Secretary-CGenera
Upon instructions fromny Government, | have the honour to refer to the
letter dated 22 July 1996 addressed to you by the Greek Cypriot Chargé
d affaires a.i. at the United Nations in connection with the visit to the

Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus of Hs Excellency Necnettin Erbakan, the
Prime Mnister of Turkey, with a del egation of Turkish dignitaries (A/50/1013-
S/ 1996/ 590 dated 23 July 1996). The visit took place at the invitation of the
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus, on the occasion of the 20 July Peace and
Freedom Day cel ebrati ons.

| wish to stress, at the outset, that the relations between Turkey and the
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus are deeply rooted in a conmon history,
culture and kinship and are based on reciprocal recognition and nutual respect
bet ween two i ndependent States. These relations have not only w thstood the
vicissitudes of time and circunstance, but have al so strengthened in the face of
t he decades | ong canpaign of the Greek Cypriot side, in collaboration with
Greece to make Cyprus a Greek province (enosis). This armed canpai gn, which had
started in the m d-1950s and resurged in 1963, finally culmnated in the Geek
Junta's coup d'état of 15 July 1974 against the regine of the late
Ar chbi shop Makarios, who was overthrown by the Junta for acting slow on the
guestion of enosis.

Turkey had to intervene on 20 July 1974 in order to rescue the bel eaguered
Turki sh Cypriots, who had been subjected to a severe canpaign of ethnic
cleansing in the preceding 11 years, and faced certain exterm nation at the
hands of the invading Greek arny and its proxies in Cyprus during the
coup d' état (see Archbi shop Makari os' statenent openly accusing G eece of
i nvadi ng Cyprus, contained in the verbatimrecord of the 1780th neeting of the
Security Council (S/PV.1780 of 19 July 1974)).

Turkey's legitimate intervention, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty
of Guarantee of 1960, saved the Turkish Cypriots fromfinal exterm nation,
stopped the killing of Greek by Greek during the coup d' état, protected the
bi nati onal i ndependence of Cyprus and led to the downfall of the mlitary junta
in Geece. It also laid the foundation for a just and durable settlement of the
Cyprus question on a biconmunal, bizonal federal basis.

The Turkish Cypriots have since celebrated the anniversary of this historic
turning point in their struggle for survival, freedomand dignity, which they
appropriately call Peace and Freedom Day. As an expression of their gratitude
to Turkey, which has sacrificed its sons so that the Turkish Cypriots may live
in security, freedom and peace, they have always invited Turkish officials to
share with themthis nost significant nonment in their history, which, as an
equal people in Cyprus with their own independent, sovereign State, it is
clearly their prerogative to do, as it is to invite whoever they chose to visit
the Turki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus.
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Prime Mnister Erbakan's visit to the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus
wi th other high-level Turkish officials on the above occasion, in the context of
the special relations that exist between the two countries, is synbolic of
Turkey's continuing commtnent to the security and well-being of the Turkish
Cypriot people. At the sane tine, Turkey's presence in Cyprus as a Quarantor
Power is an asset for a peaceful solution, evidenced by the fact that it has
preserved peace and stability in the island in the last 22 years. Wthin this
spirit Prine Mnister Erbakan's nessage during his visit was one of
reconciliation, peace and friendship between the two peoples of the island. The
Greek Cypriot side's protestations over this visit, therefore, are totally
unwar rant ed and emanate fromits unfounded claimto be the sol e sovereign
authority over the whole island, which is the real provocation and an inpedi nent
to a peaceful solution.

It is ironic that the sane Greek Cypriot admi nistration, which criticizes
visits by Turkish officials to the Turki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus, has not
only frequently hosted officials from Geece in the past, but is currently
preparing to host none other than M. Costas Simitis, the Prine Mnister of
Geece. It is reported that he will be acconpani ed by a high-1evel delegation
i ncluding the Greek Foreign and Defence Mnisters. The visit is planned for
28 Septenber-1 Cctober 1996 on the occasion of the so-called "Cyprus
| ndependence Day", which itself is a historical fallacy.

It is our strongly held view that rather than trying to create a furor over
matters which are strictly within the purview of each national people in Cyprus
and their respective independent States, the Greek Cypriot side would do well to
engage the Turkish Cypriot side in negotiations for a peaceful resolution of the
Cyprus question. As is known, President Denktas has recently sent an invitation
to M. dafcos Cerides, the | eader of the Greek Cypriot conmunity, to neet with
himand try to resolve the Cyprus issue through dial ogue and negotiation. It is
hoped that M. Cerides will reconsider his decision not to accept
Presi dent Denktas's peace offer, and adopt a positive approach to direct
negotiation for a just and lasting settlenent.

| should be grateful if the present letter could be circulated as a
docunment of the General Assenbly, under agenda item 55, and of the Security
Counci |

(Signed) Osman ERTUG
Representative
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus



