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CGENERAL EXCHANGE OF VI EWS ON THE STATE OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS
I NCLUDI NG STRATEG ES FOR THEI R | MPROVEMENT

1. The Conference held a general exchange of views on the state of human
settlenents, including strategies for their inprovenent (agenda item8) at the
1st to 12th plenary neetings, from3 to 11 June 1996. Representatives of
States, specialized agencies, United Nations bodies, programes and offi ces,
i ntergovernnental organizations and other entities, non-governmental
organi zations, local authorities and observers for associate nmenbers of the
regi onal comm ssions addressed the Conference. All speakers expressed their
appreciation for the efforts made by the host Governnent and the Secretari at
in preparing for the Conference.
2. At the 1st plenary neeting, on 3 June, the Secretary-Ceneral of the
Conference made an introductory statenment. The Conference al so heard

statements by the representatives of Costa Rica (on behalf of the States
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Menbers of the United Nations that are nmenbers of the Goup of 77), Italy (on
behal f of the European Union), Colonbia (on behalf of the Myvenent of
Non- Al i gned Countries), Turkey, the United States of America and China.

3. At the 2nd plenary neeting, on 3 June, the Conference heard

statements by the representatives of Argentina, Finland, France, Japan, the
United Arab Enirates, Ml aysia, Ecuador, Norway, Brazil and Gernany.

4, At the same neeting, statenents were nade by the Director-Ceneral of the
United Nations Industrial Devel opment Organi zation and the representative of
the World Bank. The representative of the Ofice of the United Nations

H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees al so nade a statenent. Statenments were al so
made by the representative of the Conmi ssion of the European Conmunities and
by the Mayor of Rone, representative of the Commission for Urban Policy of the
Eur opean Uni on.

5. At the 3rd neeting, on 4 June, the Conference heard statenents

by the representatives of Peru, Iceland, Mexico, the Holy See, the

Russi an Federation, Denmark, |ndonesia, the Republic of Korea, Lebanon,
Jamai ca and Tuni si a.

6. At the same neeting, a statement was nade by the United Nations

H gh Conmmi ssioner for Human Rights. Statenents were al so nade by the
representatives of the International Association of Peace Messenger Cities, an
i nternational association of local authorities, and the all India Wnmen's
Conf erence, a non-governmental organization

7. At the 4th neeting, on 4 June, the Conference heard statenents by the
representatives of Cuba, Slovenia, El Salvador, Poland, the former Yugoslav
Republ i c of Macedoni a, Nani bia and Egypt.

8. At the same neeting, the Executive Director of the United Nations
Popul ati on Fund nmade a st atenent.

9. At the same neeting, the representatives of Greece and the former
Yugosl av Republic of Macedoni a made statenents in exercise of the right of
reply.

10. At the 5th neeting, on 5 June, the Conference heard statenments by the
representati ves of Uganda, Cbte d'lvoire, Qatar, N geria, Benin, Antigua and
Bar buda, Bhutan, the United Republic of Tanzania, Belgiumand Oran. The

observer for Pal estine al so nade a statenent.
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11. At the same neeting, the representatives of the Latin Anerican
Parliament, an intergovernnmental organization, and the International

Conf ederati on of Free Trade Unions, a non-governnmental organization, made

st at ement s.

12. At the 6th neeting, on 5 June, the Conference heard statenments by the
representati ves of Canada, Swaziland, the Czech Republic, Ireland, Kazakstan,
Gnhana, Mongolia, Hungary, Mrocco, Romania, Latvia and Kyrgyzstan.

13. At the sanme neeting, the President of the International Fund for
Agricul tural Devel opment, the Secretary-Ceneral of the World Meteorol ogi cal
Organi zation and the representative of the Wrld Food Progranme made
statenments. Statenments were also nmade by the representatives of the

Organi zation of African Unity and the Congress of Local and Regi onal

Aut horities of the Council of Europe, intergovernnental organizations.
Statenments were al so made by the representatives of the follow ng

non- gover nment al organi zations: International Federation of Settlenments and
Nei ghbour hood Centres, Caucus on O der Persons and Agence de recherche

d information et de formation pour |es fenmes.

14. At the 7th neeting, on 6 June, the Conference heard statenments by the
representatives of Botswana, Austria, Chile, Croatia, the Philippines,
Senegal , Mali, Azerbaijan, Venezuela and Seychell es.

15. At the same neeting, a statenment was nade by the representative of the
I nternational Labour Organization. The representative of the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, an intergovernmnental
organi zation, made a statenment. Statenents were al so nade by the Mayor of
Kanpal a, Chairman of the Commonweal th Local Governnment Forum and the Mayor of
Ruf i sque, Senegal, Deputy Secretary-Ceneral of the African Cties Union. The
representati ves of Habitat for Humanity International and the Wnen's

Envi ronnent and Devel opnent Organi zati on, non-governnental organizations, also
made statenents.

16. At the same neeting, the representative of Arnenia nmade a statenent in
exercise of the right of reply.

17. At the 8th neeting, on 7 June, the Conference heard statenents by the
representatives of Paraguay, |India, New Zeal and, the Syrian Arab Republic,
Kenya, G eece, the Sudan and Viet Nam

18. At the same neeting, the Director-Ceneral of the Wrld Health

O gani zation nmade a statenent. Statenents were also nmade by the
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representative of the United Nations Children's Fund and the Rector of the
United Nations University. The representative of the Internationa

Organi zation for Mgration, an intergovernnmental organization, nade a
statement. Statenents were al so nade by the representatives of the follow ng
non- gover nment al organi zati ons: Wnen's Honmes and Conmunity Super Coalition
I nternati onal Cooperative Alliance, Conm ssion on G obal CGovernance and Earth
Pl edge Foundati on.

19. At the 9th neeting, on 7 June, the Conference heard statenents

by the representatives of Guatenala, the Niger, Portugal, Jordan, Nepal

Papua New CGui nea, Bangl adesh, Haiti, Quyana and Sierra Leone and the observer
for the British Virgin Islands.

20. At the same neeting, statenents were nade by the Director-Ceneral of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the
representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.
The representatives of the International Research and Training Institute for
t he Advancement of Wonen and the United Nations Devel opnent Fund for Wnen
made statenents. Statenents were also nade by the representatives of the
International Conmittee of the Red Cross and Shelter-Afrique,

i ntergovernnmental organizations. The representative of Touba, an African

| ocal authority, made a statenent. Statenments were al so made by the
representatives of the followi ng non-governnental organizations: Conmonwealth
Humane Ecol ogy Council, Baha'i International Community and Centre for Human
Settlenents International

21. At the 10th neeting, on 10 June, the Conference heard statements by the
representati ves of Malta, Pakistan, Trinidad and Tobago, Caneroon and
Madagascar .

22. At the sane neeting, the Executive Director of the United Nations

Envi ronnent Programme nade a statenent. The representative of the

O gani sation for Economi c Cooperation and Devel opnent, an intergovernmnental
organi zation, made a statenment. Statenents were also nmade by the follow ng
non- gover nmental organi zations: International Religious Foundati on,

Brahma Kumaris and Human Settl enments Caucus.

23. At the same neeting, the representative of Nigeria nmade a statenent in
exercise of the right of reply.

24. At the 11th neeting, on 11 June, the Conference heard statements by the

representati ves of Rwanda, Bolivia, Yenmen, Lithuania, Georgia, Zaire and
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Spain. The representative of Chile nade a statenment on behalf of the States
nmenbers of the Economi ¢ Conmission for Latin America and the Caribbean.

25. At the same neeting, the Executive Secretary of the Econonmic and Soci al
Conmi ssion for Asia and the Pacific nade a statenment. The representatives of
the Inter-Anerican Devel opment Bank and the Permanent Council for the
Francophone States, intergovernnmental organizations, also nmade statenents.
Statenments were al so nmade by the foll owi ng non-governmental organizations:
Rotary International, NGO Peace Caucus, International Planned Parenthood
Federati on and Center for Respect of Life and Environment.

26. At the 12th neeting, on 11 June, the Conference heard statements by the
representatives of Israel, Cyprus, Burundi, Sri Lanka, Chad, Ukraine, Bosnia
and Herzegovi na, Mauritius, Congo, Canbodia, Bahrain, Mlaw,

Equat ori al Cui nea and DOji bouti .

27. At the sane neeting, the Adnministrator of the United Nations Devel oprment
Programme nade a statenment. A statenent was al so nade by the Mayor of the
Met ropol i tan Municipality of Bursa, Turkey, representative of the
International Council for Local Environnmental initiatives. Statenents were
made by the representatives of the follow ng non-governnmental organizations:
International Islamic Relief O ganization, Rainbow |Istanbul Wnen's Platform
Droit au Logement, Health and Environnment Caucus, Carter Center - d obal 2000,
and GAI A Trust of Denmark.

28. At the same neeting, the representatives of Turkey and Cyprus made
statenents in exercise of the right of reply.

29. At the sane neeting, the Conference decided to hear interventions by the
observer for Palestine, a representative of the NGO Youth Caucus and a
representative of the local authorities during the high-level segnent of the
Conf er ence.

Best Practices Initiative for Inproving the Living Environnment

30. At the 4th neeting, on 4 June 1996, a cerenony was held to present awards
to the winners of the Best Practices Initiative. Statenents were made by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, M. Boutros Boutros-Ghali; the
Covernor of the Municipality of Tokyo, M. Yukio Aoshim; the Director-General
of the Municipality of Dubai, M. Qassim Sultan; and the Secretary-CGeneral of
the Conference, Dr. Wally N Dow.
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31.

The winners of the Tokyo Award for Excellence in Inproving the Living

Envi ronnent are as foll ows:

32.

M. Yves Cabannes of the G oupe de recherche et d'échanges technol ogi ques
(GRET) Urbano and M. Francisco Siquiera of the Popular Council of
Rondon, representing the Integration Council in the Favel as

Rehabi litation Process (Fortal eza, Brazil);

Ms. Caryl Arundel, Director of the Social Devel opnment Division, and
Ms. Patricia Bal ogh, Chair of the Advisory Conmittee on Homes for the
Aged, representing "Metro Toronto's Changi ng Comunities: |nnovative
Responses" (Toronto, Canada);

M. Xu Mngtian and M. Chen Dongni ng of the Anhui Provincial
Construction Department, representing "Post-Calamty Reconstruction of
Anhui Province's Rural Areas" (Anhui Province, China);

Ms. El zbieta Macik, Departnent of Urban Planning and Architecture,
University of Lublin and Ms. Ewa Kipta, Coordinator of the Local
Initiative Progranmme, representing the "Local Initiative Programe:
Conmuni ty Pl anni ng Process and City/ Nei ghbour hood Programe" (Lublin,
Pol and) ;

M. Ezekiel Msuku and M. M chael O Dovovan, representing the Comunity
Informati on Resource Centre (Al exandra, South Africa);

M. Cene Roberts, Myor of Chattanooga, and M. David Crockett,
Councilman for District 3, Gty of Chattanooga, representing the Cty of
Chatt anooga, Tennessee, United States of America.

The winners of the Dubai Award for Excellence in Inproving the Living

Envi ronnent are as foll ows:

Ms. Maria Antonietta and M. Ezequiel Zapiola of the Association for
Conmuni ty Assi stance, representing "Sites and Services for Low | ncone
Fam lies" (North of Gan, Buenos Aires, Argentina);

M. Djedi Amondji Pierro, Mayor of Adjanme, and M. Coulibaly Seydou,
Per manent Secretary of the Nei ghbourhood Committees in Adjane,
representing "Successful Institutionalization of Conmunity-Based
Devel opnent" (Adjane, Abidjan, Cdte d'lvoire);

Ms. Ela Bhatt, Chairperson, and Ms. Hanifa Bal och of the Self-Enpl oyed
Wbrren' s Associ ati on (SEWA) Bank, representing "A Wnen's Self-Help
Organi zation for Poverty Alleviation in India";

M. Said El Fassi, Mnistry of Housing, Government of Morocco, and
M. El Quatiq, Gty of Agadir, representing "Shelter Upgrading" (Agadir,
Mor occo) ;
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M. Gerrit Brokx, Mayor of Tilburg, and M. van Gurp, Elderman for the
Environnent, City of Tilburg, representing "Gty Managenent in Til burg"
(Til burg, Netherlands);

Ms. Yol anda Rivera and M. M chael Meena, Co-chairpersons and Chi ef
Executive O ficers of the Banana Kelly Association, representing "Don't
Move, |nprove" (South Bronx, New York City, United States of America).

Gbservance of the International Decade of
the Worl d' s | ndi genous Peopl e

33. At the 10th neeting, on 10 June, in observance of the International
Decade of the Wrld's | ndigenous People, the Conference heard statenments by
M. Ibrahima Fall, Coordinator of the International Decade of the Wrld's

I ndi genous People, and Dr. Wally N Dow, Secretary-General of the Conference.
Statenments were al so nmade by the representatives of Brazil, Canada, Chile,

Denmar k, China and Norway.



