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Report of Committee ||

Addendum

Hearings involving representatives of non-governnental organizations
and comuni ty-based organi zations

1. At its 10th and 11th neetings, on 10 June 1996, Committee Il held
hearings involving representatives of non-governnmental organizations (NGs)
and communi ty-based organi zati ons (CBGCs) .

2. At the 10th neeting, on 10 June, presentations were made by the
following: M. Jeffrey Barber, Integrative Strategies Forum

Ms. Gwnn Smalls, Wnen's Environnent and Devel opnent Organi zati on, speaking
on behal f of the Wwnen's Caucus; M. Corazon Sol oman, Conmunity Organi zation,
Trai ni ng and Research Advocacy Institute, speaking on behal f of the Wnen,
Hones and Comunity Super Coalition; M. Vera Dakova, Nei ghbourhood

Devel opnent Consul tant G oup, Co-Chairperson of the International Facilitating
G oup, speaking on behalf of Eastern European wonen; M. Mechta Van Dan
Boogert, representative of the International Council of Wnen, Co-Chairperson
of the International Facilitating G oup, speaking on behalf of Wstern

Eur opean wonen; Ms. Cara Gsinulu, International Federation of University
Wbrren, speaki ng on wonen and deci si on-maki ng; Ms. Zullu Al varado, National

Congress of Nei ghbourhood Wonen, speaki ng on behal f of disabl ed persons;
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Ms. Kauna Nghi naunye, International Youth Consultant on Habitat |1, speaking
on behal f of the Youth Caucus; Ms. Kavitha Krishnanmoorthy, Youth for Unity and
Vol untary Action, speaking on behalf of the Rights of the Child Caucus;

M. Richard WIlkins, United Famlies International, speaking on behal f of
Stabl e Communities; and Ms. Cecilia Kinuthia, Liaison Centre |International,
speaki ng on the environnent.

3. After the presentations, a dial ogue/discussion took place between the
partners and representatives of the Holy See, Chile, Lesotho, Slovakia,

Ni geria, Zinbabwe, Ireland, the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and

Northern Ireland, France, Sweden, South Africa, Jordan, the Sudan,

the Philippines, Equatorial Quinea, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Geece, Egypt

and Turkey.
4, The observer for Pal estine took part in the dial ogue.
5. A nunber of representatives of non-governmental organizations al so took

part in the dial ogue.

6. At the 11th neeting, on 10 June, presentations were made by the
following: M. Mlick Gaye, ENDA/H C, speaking on urban poverty;

M. Mwaura Johnson, speaking on urbanization; M. Thonas Joseph, ActionAid,
speaki ng on poverty and credit; M. Yasnin Shariff, International Federation
of University Winen, speaking on sustainabl e devel opnent; M. Taskin Sakarya,
Uni on Tur ki sher Akadeni ker e.v., speaking on inmmgration and hunman rights;
M. Chandra Ranaraja, Kandy Minicipal Council, CBO Organizations, speaking on
behal f of the Asian Caucus; M. Mhaned Soumare, Environnent/Devel opnent
Action in the Third Wrld, speaking on behalf of the African Caucus;

Ms. Ramona Chuckaree, Network of Non-governmental Organizations of Trinidad
and Tobago, speaking on behalf of the Latin American/ Cari bbean Caucus;

M. Seif Alah Al naga, Secretary-Ceneral of the Society of Egyptian
Architects, speaking on behalf of the Mddle East and Arab Regi on Caucus;

M. James Wl gast, European Law Students' Association, speaking on

i npl enentation; and M. John Maskell, Canpaign for the Earth.

7. After the presentations, statenments were nmade by the representatives of
India, CGhana, the United States of America, the Russian Federation, Senegal,
Costa Rica, Chile, N geria, Rwanda, Egypt, G eece, Uganda, Italy, the Sudan,
Burundi, Lesotho and South Africa.

8. A staterment was nade by the Deputy Secretary-General of the Conference.
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9. A representative of the local authorities, as well as representatives of
a nunber of non-governnental organizations, also took part in the dial ogue.

10. The Chairnman's sunmary of the hearings is set out bel ow

Rol e and contribution of non-governnental organizations
and comuni ty-based organi zations in the inplenentation
of the Habitat Agenda

The neeting benefited from presentati ons by representatives of
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons (NG3s) and caucuses focusing on the rights
of women, youth, children, the famly and the disabled. These
presentations provided for a lively and open debate anpong del egati ons
and NGOs which reveal ed agreenents as well as di sagreenents on the
i ssues rai sed.

Several speakers recognized the historical inportance of bringing
central and | ocal Governnments together with NGOs and the private sector
for an open and constructive di al ogue on human settlenents issues.

O her participants stressed that in inplenmenting hunan settl ements

i mprovenents, partnerships are essential for achieving sustainability.
It is, however, crucial for such partnerships to be based on people's
needs. Moreover, if such partnerships are to becone equal, comunities
nmust be given the resources and i nformati on necessary to enable themto
fulfil their roles.

The representatives of NGO focusing on gender issues highlighted
the need for new fornms of power and resource-sharing. Caimng that
wonmen and NGOs have the creativity to deal effectively with the
i mprovenent and revitalization of cities, delegates stressed that there
shoul d be an enabling | egal and financial framework to support such
activities. It was recognized that in some countries Covernnents have
the ability to provide a facilitating framework, while in others,
Covernments are only now beginning to realize the benefits of
partnershi ps and coalitions.

The danger of NGOs being controlled or manipul ated by influentia
i ndi vidual s, groups or Governnments was poi nted out, and NGOs were
therefore urged to prepare their own policy and strategy platforns and
base their work on di al ogue and consensus. Del egates al so asked how to
ensure that the voicel ess people - those who are not part of an NGO - are

heard. The answers suggested that CGovernnents could collaborate with
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other civil society organizations where NGOs do not exist. Some NGO
representatives questioned whether the sel ected speakers were
sufficiently representative of the present NGO comunity and stressed
the issue of equitable representation of grass-roots organizations in
t he neeti ng.

A representative of the Disability Rights Caucus highlighted the
attitudinal, environmental, educational and comunication probl ens
| eading to discrimnation against the disabled. It was stressed that the
needs of the disabled should be integrated into nai nstream devel opnment
programes and that the disabled should be part of decision-nmaking
processes at all levels. The United Nations Standard Rul es on the
Equal i zati on of Cpportunities for Persons with Disabilities were proposed
as a guideline for Governnents and NGOs.

The Youth Caucus recogni zed the rel evance of Habitat Il issues
for youth, including access to adequate shelter, nigration, cring,
unenpl oynment and the environnent. Youth should therefore take part in
determ ning solutions and prioritizing issues; youth should al so enbrace
a spirit of true partnership. It was suggested that the well-being of
children is an indication of a healthy habitat and governance.

NGOs concerned with environmental issues expressed support for a
pl an of action that will ensure a safe and sustai nabl e environment and
structure of governance for hunman settlenments. They recognized the
useful work started with the Local Agenda 21 framework and proposed to
focus on |inkages between the Habitat Agenda and Local Agenda 21
initiatives.

Many contributors stressed the inportance of the partner dial ogues
started in the preparatory process of Habitat Il and the need for a
continuation of this process, in which the United Nations Centre for
Human Settlenments (Habitat) could play a key role. As part of the
envi saged foll owup to the Conference, partnerships should be continued
and potentially extended to take place within the Conm ssion on Human
Settl enents.

The presentations were suppl emented by i nput fromrepresentatives
of various NGOs and caucuses focusing on the environnent, urbanization
poverty and credit, sustainable developnment in Africa, Latin Amrerica and

t he Cari bbean, the M ddl e East and Arab region, and associ ati ons of |aw
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students. Al parties welcomed this unique opportunity for a dial ogue at
a United Nations conference and suggested that this should serve as a
precedent for future conferences.

The NGOs expressed their firmcommitnent to full and active
participation in the inplenentation of the dobal Plan of Action
However, a clear concept should be devel oped as to which roles the
different actors should play as equal partners, and what the mechani srms
for cooperation should be. It was underlined that NGOs have a vital role
to play as partners to CGovernnments when inpl ementing the Habitat Agenda,
because they have strong links to the grass-roots | evel and represent
large interest groups. They have devel oped the skills and expertise
needed for capacity-building at the local |evel and for nobilizing
resources. Comunity participation and applying holistic approaches to
conpl ex problens, such as poverty, are areas where NG have a
conpar ati ve advantage. Both CGovernnents and NGOs believe that the
rel ati onship between NGO and Governnents shoul d be strengthened through
conti nuous communi cation and nutual trust.

Governnent representatives reconfirned the inportant role of NGOs
in inplenenting the Habitat Agenda but al so cautioned that NGOs shoul d
not attenpt to take on the role of CGovernnents.

Substantively, the NGOs made w de-rangi ng suggesti ons on the
i mpl ement ati on of the Habitat Agenda. The right to housing, and
partici patory and denocratic approaches to urban nanagenent were
nmentioned on several occasions. |t was pointed out that migration and
immigration are a fact of life and should be viewed by CGovernnents as an
opportunity, as the interaction of cultures is positive. Wulnerable
groups were highlighted on several occasions, with special focus on the
el derly.

The NGOs nmde it clear that they are not a heterogeneous body and
often differ in opinion. However, they believe that the diversity of
attitudes constitutes a source of strength in this sector. They
suggested that this diversity of opinion could be used by Governnents to
conpare attitudes, build consensus and solve conflicts. It was stated
that NGOs shoul d work together to enhance acceptance of various groups

and opi ni ons.
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Several del egates questioned the sincerity of NGO and suggested
that they should strive to denpnstrate increased transparency and
accountability towards Governments. The inpartiality and autonony of
some NGOs was questioned by a few del egates. Qhers chall enged the NGOs
on whether they fully represented the interests of their constituencies.

The NGOs reconfirned the inportance of the United Nations system
and suggested that the United Nations should provi de support by creating
a data bank on successful practices. They believe that only through the
support of the United Nations will it be possible to pronote and spread
t he use of new technol ogi es, such as those in the field of sanitation,
which will inprove the living environnent and be affordable to a | arge
majority. The United Nations could assist in spreading the "good
practices" of NGOs at both conmunity and gl obal constituency |evels.
Throughout the di scussions, both Government del egations and the NGO
representatives stressed the need to strengthen the United Nations Centre
for Human Settlenents (Habitat) so that it could function as an efficient
nmechani smfor the inplenentation of the Habitat Agenda.

In conclusion, the NGO representatives reaffirnmed their commtnent
to the inplenmentation of the Habitat Agenda and offered their creative

expertise and contributions to Governnents.



