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Report of Committee ||

Addendum

Report of hearings involving representatives of the Habitat D al ogues
for the Twenty-first Century and the Forum on Human Solidarity

1. At its 12th and 13th neetings, on 11 June 1996, Committee Il held
hearings involving representatives of the Habitat D al ogues for the
Twenty-first Century and the Forum on Human Solidarity.

2. At the 12th neeting, on 11 June, presentations were made by the
following: M. Jacqueline Dacosta, Planner, Senior Adviser to the Prine

M ni ster of Janmica and President of the Commonweal th Association of Pl anners;
Ms. Patricia O arke-Annez, Chief, U ban Devel opment Division, Transportation,
Wat er and Urban Devel oprment Departnent, Wrld Bank; M. Samr Radwan,
Director, Devel opment and Techni cal Cooperation Departnent, |nternational
Labour Organi zation; M. Asad Mohanmmed, Coordinator, G aduate Programe,
University of the West Indies; M. Zulfu Livaneli, conposer, filmdirector and

witer; and Prem nder N. Jain (Bawa), Convenor, W sdom Keepers I1.
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3. After the presentations, a discussion took place between the partners and
the representatives of Swaziland, |India, Slovakia, the Philippines, France,

Ni geria, |ndonesia, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, Burundi, Mauritania, the

Net her | ands, Canada, Turkey, Senegal, the United Kingdom of Geat Britain and
Northern Ireland, the Sudan and South Africa.

4, The Deputy Secretary-Ceneral of the Conference nade a statenent.

5. The representative of the Protection of Cultural and Natural Values of

I stanbul and the representative of the Gray Panthers, on behalf of the Peace
Caucus, non-governmental organizations, also took part in the discussion

6. At the 13th neeting, presentations were rmade by the foll ow ng:

M. Peter Qberlander, Coordinator of the Forum on Human Solidarity;

Ms. Kenza Kaouaki b- Robi nson, Technical Adviser, Departnent for Devel oprment
Support and Managenent Services of the United Nations Secretariat;

M. Kenneth Gaillian, Principal Transport Econom st, Wrld Bank

Ms. Hel ene Connor, Technical Adviser, Energy 21; M. Eric Cunni ngham the
WORLDCOM Group, past Chairman, President and Chi ef Executive Oficer

CEB International, Toronto, Canada; and Dr. Greg Gol dstein, Coordinator
Healthy Cities Progranmme, Wrld Health O ganization

7. After the presentations, a discussion took place between the partners and
the representatives of Germany, Kazakstan, Sweden, Norway, the Phili ppines,
the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Ireland, Indonesia, France,

t he Sudan, Turkey, Slovakia, South Africa, Geece, Saudi Arabia, Barbados and
Canada.

8. The observer for Pal estine also took part in the discussion

9. A representative of the local authorities, as well as a nunber of

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, also took part in the discussion

10. The Deputy Mnister for Environment of Italy and the Deputy

Secretary- General of the Conference nade statenents.

11. The Chairman's sunmary of the hearings is set out bel ow

Habitat D al ogues for the Twenty-first Century

Di al ogues were held on 10 issues - cities, finance, urban
enpl oynent, | and and rural -urban |inkages, water, transport, energy,
comuni cations, health, and citizenship and denocracy.

Havi ng recogni zed that sustainable human settlenments provide the
framework for the fulfilnment of basic human rights and for the creative

nobi | i zati on of human potentials, the "Dial ogue on how cities will | ook"
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concl uded that the evolution of cities in the twenty-first century shoul d
be viewed not as an end-product but as a process by which communities and
societies will shape and continuously reshape their own environnent.

Del egates stressed the need to increase the capacity of the
partners in the cities to capture the economic, cultural and
t echnol ogi cal opportunities offered by cities. Resources for this great
task should be nmobilized fromall partners through strategic investnents,
mai nly focusing on the | owest soci o-econom ¢ segnments of human
settl ements.

Del egates noted a clear disparity between the problens and vi sions
of the devel oping countries, where poverty and | ack of resources are the
mai n cause of environnental stress, and those of devel oped countries,
wher e over-consunption conprom ses sustai nable growh. Sone del egates
found it premature to discuss sophisticated solutions for countries where
even basic commpdities were not available. Wile del egates agreed that
sustainability will ultimtely be nmeasured by how we will inprove our
quality of life, the issue of nmonitoring and inpact assessnment needs to
be further devel oped.

The "Di al ogue on finance and cities in the 21st century" considered
the question of how the unprecedented scal e of investnment needs of urban
popul ations could be financed. It was noted that a nunber of new options
have energed for urban finance, such as public-private partnerships and
m cro-finance institutions for the poor, which have not reached the ful
capacity of operations.

The participants recognized that it is unrealistic to expect cities
to become fully self-sufficient in their financing. The rules
surroundi ng i ntergovernnmental transfers of resources need to be made nore
transparent and predictable and provisions made for the efficient use of
| ocal governnent's own resources. It was reconmended that cities inprove
their creditworthiness to enhance access to nmarket capitals.

The participants al so recogni zed that private-public partnerships
require mutual trust and respect, as well as transparency, to sustain the
rel ati onship. Adequate safeguards agai nst private exploitation, abuse
and nonopoly must be established through regulation and conpetitive

bi ddi ng nmechani sms.
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It was al so recommended that Governnents facilitate a | egal and
regul atory framework in support of specific banking institutions focusing
on the poor. Quantitative indicators should be devel oped to nmeasure and
noni tor performance of the core functions of |ocal governnents, newy
ener gi ng partnerships and the creditworthiness of cities.

Del egates stressed the need for productive as opposed to
specul ative investnment in cities and called for the establishnment of
nodalities to further tap | ocal sources of finance and for sharing of the
nodal i ti es anbng countries and regi ons.

The "Di al ogue on the future of urban enploynent" reaffirmed that
the creation and protection of enploynent was the nost direct and
ef fective neans of alleviating the urban crisis. The internationa
conmunity must face the chall enge and forge an international devel opnent
cooperation strategy to commit resources for conbati ng unenpl oynment and
poverty. Participants also stressed that conbining the strengths of
CGovernnents, United Nations organi zations, the private sector and civi
soci ety was the best way of resolving problens of unenpl oyrment.

The participants agreed that the right conditions nust be created
for enploynent-oriented growth and productivity. Governments should take
action to ensure nore equitable distribution of benefits and ful
participation of all segments of society in economic, political and civi
devel opnent. Non-conventi onal approaches to the creation of enpl oynent
opportunities should be explored to address the high rates of youth
unenpl oynent and the increasing amounts of international and rural to
urban mgration, the breakdown of social security systens and the
changi ng nature of work. The devel opnent and contribution of the
i nformal sector in expandi ng enpl oynment opportunities should be given
much nore serious attention than it has received.

Del egates noted the increasing divergence between the rich and the
poor, the enployed and the unenpl oyed, and high- and | ow pai d workers and
endorsed the call for non-conventional approaches to enploynent creation
and concerted efforts to engage all partners in enploynent-oriented
growm h and productivity, investing in jobs, regulatory and institutiona

framewor ks, enabl enent and enpowernent and the recognition of the
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contribution of the informal sector to econonic devel opnent. Del egates
called for nore flexible | abour standards that could also apply to
speci al groups such as mgrant workers.

The "Di al ogue on I and and rural -urban |inkages" recogni zed the
strong |inkage and agreed that bal anced urban and rural devel opnent was
required to ensure equitable distribution of econonmic and socia
opportunities to rural and urban popul ations. Managenent of land is a
key issue for the sustainable devel opnent of cities and of rural areas.
Secure tenure was enphasi zed as a prerequisite for devel opnent of |and
markets. A large nunber of responsibilities for |and managenent can be
decentralized to | ocal and nunicipal |evels.

The participants recogni zed the need to further devel op and pronote
partnershi ps between the public, private, formal and informal sectors,
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and conmuni ty-based organi zati ons through
i nformati on networks and inputs to the Human Settl enments Best Practices
Dat abase. Conmunity participation is vital for achieving shelter for the
urban poor and | andl ess, and special attention needs to be paid to
worren' s access to land and | and ownership.

The participants concluded that |land and rural -urban issues should
be given appropriate enphasis in the inplenmentation of the Habitat
Agenda, at both the international and the national I|evel. Inter-agency
col l aboration within the United Nations system should be devel oped on
cross-sectoral issues highlighted in the dial ogue. The professiona
sector represented by the International Federation of Surveyors (FIG and
the private sector represented by the International Federation of Rea
Estate Agencies (FIABCI) committed thenselves to pursue partnership with
the United Nations Centre for Human Settlenments (Habitat).

Del egat es enphasi zed the need for an effective | and-use systemto
gui de sustai nabl e devel opnent and the opti mum use of |and as a resource.
The di scussi on endorsed the need for different l[evels of |and-use
managenent, conbined with a systemto control devel opnment, a good | oca
government structure and an adequate | and value system Del egates al so
stressed that the |l and-use control procedures should recognize the
ci rcunst ances of popul ati ons, and pointed out the need to include
i nformal sector requirenents and to respect and protect traditiona

| and- hol di ng patterns.
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The "Di al ogue on water for thirsty cities" recognized that the
form dabl e chal |l enge of water resources managenent for the next century,
when nore than 60 per cent of the rapidly growing world population wll
be living in urban areas, is a formdable one. Already, there is
i ncreased conpetition for the limted water resources between different
users and uses, as well as between urban and rural settlenments. Water
management probl enms go beyond the confines of cities, and, if not
properly addressed, this conpetition could becone a source of conflict
anong nations. |In addition, many city residents are w thout basic
sanitation services, such as safe water supplies, proper drainage and
solid and liquid waste managenent.

The di scussion centred around the follow ng issues:

(a) Water is for all and should be allocated equitably to al
users for all of its primary uses;

(b) Water is a scarce and val uabl e resource, which is becomn ng
nore difficult to find and nore costly to nake available to cities to
neet increasing denmands, and it nust be assured that there is water for
future generations;

(c) Wat er denmand shoul d be better managed and wastage m nim zed
to reduce the need for investment in newinfrastructure and to rel ease
nore water for other uses;

(d) New part nershi ps rmust be forged between all actors to ensure
better managenent of resources and services.

The participants al so endorsed the Beijing Water Declaration and
its inclusion as an annex to the Habitat d obal Plan of Action, together
wi th the above conpl enentary recomendati ons.

Several del egates raised the question of conflicts arising from
transboundary water bodies. There is clear conpetition for water
resources as regards the supply of water. Al so, the issue of pollution
by ot her countries upstreamwas di scussed. The conflicts include surface
and under ground water sources. Delegates stressed the need to reduce
wast age of water. A request was nmade to expl ore nmechani snms to nediate
such conflicts and provide | egal frameworks.

The need for a national authority to coordi nate water policy was
hi ghli ghted, especially in relation to the supply and denmand for water

and conpeting needs, in particular between different sectors and rura
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and urban areas. It was suggested that the report should nention the
pronotion of the use of cheap and affordabl e technol ogi es avail able for
the purification of water

The "Di al ogue on transport in the city of tonmorrow' recogni zed that
cities differ substantially and have different transport systens and
transport-rel ated problens. What they have in common is that as they
grow richer and bigger their transport problens get worse because the
nunber of notorized vehicles and their |evel of use grows faster than the
popul ati on and i ncome, while the ampunt of road space to acconmpbdate this
demand grows little if at all. This inbalance |eads to increasing
congestion and air pollution, nore accidents and negative social income
as the poor and wonen suffer disproportionately fromdeteriorating public
transport.

Several strategic instruments can be used to address the problens
concerning transport. Land-use densification, |ess rigorous separation
of local land uses and nultinuclear urban fornms can all reduce the demand
for private transport. |In addition, a nunber of cleaner technol ogies and
fuels are available or are in prospect. These are capabl e of
substantially reducing both | ocal and gl obal air pollution inpacts. The
role of public transport as a space efficient and potentially |ess
environnental |y pol luting node shoul d be encouraged. Fuel taxation
policies should reflect the full costs of use on road space, including
the environmental and infrastructure costs associated with road use.

These instrunments all require the appropriate policy context.
Vision is an inportant basis for inproving the urban transport situation,
but vision requires effective inplenentation. First, the econom cs nust
be right. |If systens are not economically and financially viable, they
will collapse. Second, the institutions nust be right. The provision of
transport services must be organi zed to encourage efficiency of supply.
Third, priorities nust be established, with i medi ate acti on concentrated
on the nost damagi ng i npacts of transport and the npbst nanageabl e and
cost-effective instruments of alleviation

Direct charging for congestion and environnmental inpacts shoul d be
i ntroduced. The role of non-notorized transport and the informal sector
to transport supply should be explicitly considered in the determ nation

of public transport strategies.
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Del egates stressed the inportance of non-notorized and public
transport and walking in a bid to reduce urban pollution and inprove
urban quality of life. Concerning public transport, the del egates felt
t hat enphasi s shoul d be placed on vul nerabl e groups, such as the elderly
and di sabl ed. Del egates introduced the concept of nmobility and suggested
novi ng fromego-nobility to eco-nmobility.

Del egates cited, as an exanple, the concept of corridors for
transport in the Al pine region of Europe, which has fragile ecosystens in
the valleys foreseen for transport axis. It was felt that countries
shoul d strive to integrate urban policy and transport policy. In this
context, it was suggested that buffer zones be nmintai ned between urban
areas and nmajor travel routes. Delegates felt that nechani sns shoul d be
devel oped to reduce the ownership of private vehicles.

A del egate noted that the transport of goods and freight is a mgjor
transport issue. In addition, delegates felt the need for a future
vision of settlenents related to transport.

The "Di al ogue on sustai nable energy in human settl enents”
recogni zed that there is a need for different energy nanagenment and
devel opnent strategies for different regions. |Industrialized countries
need to devel op and depl oy cl eaner, nore efficient technol ogi es and
appliances urgently. Devel oping countries, which have nuch | ower
per capita energy use, need to harness new and nore efficient energy
sources to meet grow ng energy demands.

As the twenty-first century approaches, access to sustainable
energy services is a basic right for everyone. Energy solutions should
be affordable to the poor and take into account gender concerns and the
rights of children. The shift to clean, |less polluting energy sources
nmust be accelerated drastically. Energy use nust be streanm ined and
nm ni m zed.

I ntegrated energy planning should not be an afterthought but a
priority for local authorities when initiating any form of devel opnent.
Successful inplenmentation of clean, energy-efficient systens depends on
t he invol venent of citizens and businesses, with all parties treated as
val uabl e contributing partners. Sustainable energy is the cornerstone of

sust ai nabl e conmuni ti es.
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Al levels of authorities must be held accountable for providing an
appropriate franmework for sustainable energy. There nust be education of
children, training of professionals, full-cost pricing, deregulation
where appropriate, the creation of information clearing-houses and
agenci es, and research funding for innovative projects.

Del egates stressed the inportance of energy devel opnent at the
| ocal level. They suggested that energy services are necessary to fulfi
t he basi c needs of every human being. Delegates also noted that in those
countries that include basic rights in their constitution, they usually
consi der the services provided by energy and not the energy itself.

Del egat es i nquired how energy could reach renote areas and
suggest ed regi onal cooperatives as a viable solution. It was stressed
t hat energy needs shoul d be assessed and that energy should not just be
viewed as a technological or political topic. The issue of safe and
renewabl e energy resources was rai sed as a point of concern

The "Di al ogue on cities, comrunication and the nmedia in the
i nformational society" recognized that the exponential growth and
devel opnent in the tel ecomruni cations industry is leading to the
i beralization and deregul ati on of conmuni cations policy around the
gl obe. This growmh is being managed by devel oped countries and busi ness,
and consequently the devel oping countries fear that they will be left out
of the process of setting comunications policy as well as negatively
af fected by the changes that it brings to societies. There is also a
great deal of interest in how people and city governnents will be
affected by the abundance of information, concern about the plethora of
communi cati ons nedi a and questi ons about the accessibility of information
to all citizens.

The fol |l owi ng concl usi ons and reconmendati ons were presented:

(a) The power of technology and the information revol ution have
the potential of increasing denocracy and equality around the world.

Thi s power should be used to pronote peace and civility;

(b) The United Nations should foster the devel opnment of

i nformati on standards and formats to enhance gl obal access to

i nformati on;
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(c) The benefits of information technol ogy should be | everaged to
rebui |l d nei ghbourhoods, inprove living conditions, foster urban renewal,
enhance access to education and health care, elimninate poverty and
m ni mze urban spraw ;

(d) I nformati on technol ogy should be a vehicle to pronote public
i nterest objectives as well as those of conmercial interests.

The "Di al ogue on creating healthy cities in the 21st century"”
recogni zed that health is essential for every city. There is no
sust ai nabl e devel opment wi thout health. The desire to pronote health and
prevent disease and injury nust becone part of the culture of everyone,
not just health professionals and institutions but enployers, mnunicipa
agenci es, NGO and community organi zations. This understanding is at the
core of the healthy cities novenent.

Creating healthy cities requires actions on all fronts and within
all sectors. For instance, it should include devel oping | ocal health
pl ans and programres to prevent di seases and pronote health with the
participation of all local partners. |t should ensure universal access
to health services whose coverage and quality is sustained. It should
stinmulate capacity-building in |local governnent, build coalitions to
address health issues and identify specific priority programes targeted
on probl em sol vi ng.

Achieving healthy cities for all would be realized nmuch nore
quickly if Governnments and international agencies reallocated resources
to health. This is especially true for countries and cities with the
weakest economies. But in an increasingly urban world, the goal of
healthy cities is an essential part of our commitment to health for all -
whet her people live in large cities, small towns or rural areas.

Del egat es pointed out that health can al so be pronoted through
trade uni ons, especially where occupational health is linked to the
comuni ties where workers live

The "Di al ogue on citizenship and denocracy" stressed the need for
three key commitnents: to consolidate denocracy; to exercise
citizenship; and to shape a new social contract. The dial ogue report
stated that it was time to advance fromrepresentative denocracy to
partici patory denocracy. Denocracy presupposes the respect of politica

rights but also the effective exercise of civic, social, cultural and
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economnmic rights. Regarding the exercise of citizenship, the participants
proposed to humani ze the city and guarantee the right to organi zed public
space, which would facilitate realization of the values of public life.

During the discussions it was pointed out that capacity-building
wi Il be needed for devel oping participatory denocracy. Del egates
stressed that, in areas where divisions and struggl es prevail ed,
reconciliation should be actively pronoted. Delegates further stressed
that the essence of citizenship lies in the relation between
i ndi vidualismand solidarity, with nmutual respect in a nulticultura
soci ety.

In the afternoon session, the neeting benefited from presentations
concerning the dial ogues on water, transport, energy, comunication and
health in cities, as well as on the Forumon Hunman Solidarity and the
W sdom Keepers Forum

Forum on Hunman Solidarity

The presentation on the Forum on Human Solidarity stressed that
progress towards nore livable and humane cities requires going beyond a
"bricks and nortar" response to housing problens. The Forum nmenbers
agreed that human solidarity nust address social, econonmic and politica
inequality within countries, between countries, and between the North and
South. The goal of building tolerant communities and making cities nore
humane cannot be achi eved unl ess people are enpowered to inprove their
own environment and life. GCties nmust respect diversity and strive for
soci al and econoni c har nony.

Forum partici pants proposed guidelines for a sustainable urban
pl anet through human solidarity, including children's special needs,
| ocal governnents, education at all levels, special attention to
vul nerabl e groups, priorities in public transportation, basic services
for the poor, health-related environmental issues, social equity and
ef fective public consultations.

W sdom Keepers Forum

The W sdom Keepers Forum attended by spiritual |eaders of different
traditions, indigenous people, scientists, young people and activists,
was convened to consider the noral, ethical and spiritual aspects of
human settlenments. Proposed actions for Habitat Il and beyond i ncl uded

support by the United Nations to conflict resolution centres and
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promoti on of educational curricula on non-violent conflict resolution,
t he use of gl obal communications technology to bring about social harnony
and sust ai nabl e devel opnent, and support to progranmmes guided by the
principles of providing inproved living conditions for all with the
support of local and national authorities and vol unteer organi zations.
General comments

Del egat es commended the proposals of the forunms and stressed the
i mportance of conflict resolution as an inportant issue in periods of
crisis as well as a factor of stability in defence of human rights in
peri ods of relative harnony. Del egates supported the proposal keeping
the spirit of the foruns alive and continuing this discussion after
Habitat 11.

It was suggested that the conclusions of Committee | and
Committee Il shoul d be conbined and that a nechani sm shoul d be found to
ensure that the deliberations were included in a final communi qué of the
Conference. Delegations underscored the inportance of the dial ogues and
expressed their wish to see them continued under the guidance of the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlenments (Habitat). The
representative of the European Union added that, in order to carry out
this additional responsibility, the Centre should be strengthened and

addi ti onal resources found.



