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Report of Committee |

Addendum

Hearings involving representatives of the Labour Uni ons Forum

1. At its 8th neeting, on 7 June 1996, Conmittee Il held hearings involving
representati ves of the Labour Unions Forum

2. Presentations were nmade by Ms. Seyhan Erdogdu and M. WMathew Qi phant.
3. After the presentations, a dial ogue/discussion took place between the

partners and the representatives of Barbados, the Netherlands, Tunisia, the
Phi li ppi nes, South Africa, Chile, Uganda, Nepal, N geria, Ghana, Burundi and
Sierra Leone.
4, The Chairman's sunmary of the hearings is set out bel ow
G obal action for shelter and enpl oynent

The representatives of the Labour Unions Forum presented a statenent
entitled "d obal action for shelter and enploynent", which had been prepared
during their Forumneeting in Istanbul on 31 May 1996. The Forumwas held to
di scuss specific contributions to the process of urban devel opnent, to adopt a
joint position on the Habitat gl obal plan of action and to ensure that the
Habi t at Agenda fully recognizes the role and rights of workers and their

or gani zati ons.
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The Forum representatives restated the right to housing and the right to
enpl oyment as affirmed by the United Nations. They called for inprovenent of
the working and living conditions of workers and asked Governnents to take
action to ensure that the International Labour O ganization Conventions are
respected. Labour unions will endeavour to remain in partnership with
Governnents, local authorities and the private sector and work together for
conprehensi ve shelter and infrastructure progranmes.

To facilitate the full commtment and contribution of trade unions,
Governnents will have to pay nore attention to urban and hunman settl ements
devel opnent and to the failure of market forces to support the efforts of the
majority of working people to inprove their housing. Consequently, urgent and
[ ong-term pl ans by Governments at central and local levels are required to
provide for the social and cultural infrastructural needs, such as housing and
urban renewal , efficient public transport, energy, water, nedical and health
care, and enpl oynment opportunities.

They went on to state that the untapped potential of the construction
i ndustry, which is a major stimulus for economc growth and enpl oynent, rmnust
be used in the devel opnent of infrastructures for training workers for housing
devel opnent, city reconstruction and mnai nt enance, and environmental nanagenent
activities. GCovernments are called upon to establish social protection and
| abour standards in the informal sector sinmilar to those in the formal sector
and to guarantee the social protection of the unenployed. Governnents are
also called upon to ensure the maxinumutilization of |ocally available and
renewabl e building materials and natural resources as well as appropriate
technol ogies in the construction industry. The elinination of gender
di scrimnation and social inequality and the enpowernent of wonen to enable
themto access enpl oynment opportunities, information and resources are
advocat ed.

The | abour union representatives argued that the decrease in devel opnent
assi stance to devel opi ng countries has had a negative inpact on socia
devel opnent. CGovernnents have to find alternative resources to fund socia
programes. Mre resources could be found through the reduction of mlitary
expendi tures, which are quite high in many devel opi ng countries, and utilizing
t hese resources in providing basic and social infrastructure, including the

creation of enploynent opportunities.



A/ CONF. 165/ L. 5/ Add. 9
page 3

Del egates supported the presentation and particularly underlined the need
to increase respect for the international conventions on the rights of
wor kers, including freedom of association, protection of mgrant workers,
i mprovenent of working and living conditions in rural areas, inprovenent of
the status of wonmen workers and provisions concerning child | abour. They
called for equal treatnent of both |local and expatriate workers and of men and
wornren doi ng the same jobs. The invol verrent of non-governnental organizations
and | ocal authorities in partnership with |Iabour unions was advocated by
del egations in support of the international conventions on workers' rights and
wor ki ng conditions.

The di scussion recalled the responsibility of the private sector as
enpl oyer in contributing to the "social wage" and access to appropriate
housi ng, property tenure and infrastructure for workers. Investnment in the
devel opnent of human capital and inprovenent of working conditions were
advocated by the del egations, who al so stated that such provisions shoul d not
| ead to de-unionization

The international |abour union conmunity called for a new era of action
by Governments and nultilateral organizations, with conmitnment to human
rights, including "human security", which inplies the right to work, to food
and nutrition, to education, to health and shelter, to the exercise of social

cultural and political rights and to protection fromcrine.



