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PREAMBLE

In the view of many speakers, the "Partners' Conmittee" was the nost
exciting feature of Habitat Il. For the first time at a major conference of
the United Nations, emnent representatives of the different conmponents of
civil society, identified on the "road to Istanbul", were given the
opportunity to assenble in their own partners' foruns and present their views
and comitnments to del egates at the Conference in an official forumcreated
especially for that purpose: Committee II. They brought the voice of |oca
authorities, parlianmentarians, non-governnental organizations (NG3s),
busi ness, foundations, scientists, professionals and researchers.

The forum experience itself included many novel elenments. Wile
i nternational non-governnental organizations have assenbl ed at NGO foruns at
each preceding United Nations conference - although separately fromthe
official conference - many partners were organi zing their own gl obal neeting

for the first time. For exanple, the international and national associations
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of cities and local authorities had the opportunity to organize their first
wor |l d assenbly and to endorse a comon decl aration stating their objectives
and their contribution to the inplenentation of the Habitat Agenda. O her
partners, such as the acadeni es of science and engi neering and the

foundati ons, also wel comed the novelty of the experience and stressed its
val ue in bringing new gl obal constituencies together

One significant achievenent to enmerge fromthe foruns was the
determ nation of partners to contribute to the inplenentation of the Habitat
Agenda and to the achievenment of its two main goals - adequate shelter for al
and sustai nabl e human settl enments devel opnent in an urbani zing world. They
saw thensel ves, first and forenost, as partners not only in an event, but in a
regi onal, national and international process and a network that will continue
after Istanbul.

In addition to their new relationship with the United Nations, the
partners also forged new rel ati onships with each other and determined to
support each other, regardless of the definition and perception of each
other's role, in the pursuit of a conmon goal, the inplenmentation of the
Habi t at Agenda.

The partners responded well to the invitation to define their roles in
i mpl enenting the Habitat Agenda and to record their commtnents as an integra
part of the deliberations of the Conference. The representatives fromthe
World Assenbly of Cities and Local Authorities determined to institutionalize
t he coordi nati on nechani sns that had been established to prepare for the
Conference. They also conmitted thenselves to pursuing closer partnerships
with the United Nations in the inplenentation of the Habitat Agenda and to
continue their efforts in pursuing the goal of a global charter for |oca
sel f-governnent. The Business Forumrepresentatives pledged to build on the
encouragi ng results obtained thus far in nobilizing the support and
i nvol venent of socially and environnmental |y responsi bl e conpani es all over the
world. Al partners stated their intentions to continue working with the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlenents (Habitat) and other nmenbers of the
United Nations system

Committee Il was a pioneering experinment in partnership also with respect
to the United Nations. Menbers of the United Nations fam |y had the

opportunity to offer to a nost authoritative and highly specialized assenbly
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of Menber States a joint presentation on their own mission statenents as
well as on the strategies and specific actions they intend to follow in
i mpl enenting the Habitat Agenda.

The Dial ogues for the 21st Century - dealing with the future of cities,
finance, water, energy, health, access to land, rural/urban |inkages,
transport, comunication, citizenship and denocracy - were reported to the
Conmittee and enriched the debate with their findings. The ethical aspects of
t he Conference were underlined by the nessages that cane fromthe report on
the Forum on Human Solidarity, and also stressed in the report of the Wsdom
Keepers.

The statenents produced by the representatives of the foruns and
di al ogues, and the Chairman's sumaries of the discussions carried out by
Conmittee Il, together constitute the output of the partners' hearings and
will becone a part of the official record of Habitat |1, as a testinonial to
this pioneering initiative and a benchmark for measuring progress in the
partners' participation in the years to cone

The nmenbers of Conmittee Il expressed appreciation for the presentations
made by parlianmentarians, |ocal authorities and non-governmental partners.

The Conmittee Il hearings and deliberations are an expression of recognition

for the contribution of partners to achieving the goals of Habitat 11



