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Addendum

Hearings involving representatives of the United Nations
systemthat are presenting coments concerning the
participation of their organizations in the strategy for

i npl enenting the Habitat Agenda

1. At its 8th and 9th neetings, on 7 June 1996, Committee ||l held hearings
i nvol ving representatives of the United Nations systemthat are presenting
comments concerning the participation of their organizations in the strategy
for inplenenting the Habitat Agenda.

2. At the 8th neeting, on 7 June, presentations were made by the

Under - Secretary- General for Policy Coordi nati on and Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent ;
the Director for Programmre Coordination, United Nations Centre for Human
Settlenments (Habitat); the Director, Mnetary and Exchange Affairs Departnent,
I nternational Mnetary Fund; the Chief, Urban Devel opnent Division,
Transportation, Water and Urban Devel opnent Departnment, World Bank; and the
Assi stant Administrator and Director of the Bureau for Policy and Progranme
Support, United Nations Devel opnent Programme.

3. A di al ogue/ di scussion foll omed between the representatives of the
United Nations systemand the representatives of |India, Rwanda,

the Philippines, Japan, Senegal, Togo, Nigeria, Jordan, Brazil, Chile

and Gernany.
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4, The observer for Pal estine also took part in the dial ogue.
5. At the 9th neeting, on 7 June, presentations were nade by

the Senior Adviser to the Executive Director and Executive Coordi nator, Human
Health and Wl | -Being, United Nations Environnent Programme; the Chief, Wrld
Cimte Applications and Services Progranme Division, Wrld Mteorol ogi ca
Organi zation; the Executive Director and Director, Division of Environnental
Health, World Health Organization; the representative of the United Nations
Children's Fund; the Senior Technical Oficer, Population Data, Policy and
Research Branch, Technical and Eval uation Division, United Nations Popul ation
Fund; the Chief, Communications and External Relations, United Nations

Devel opnent Fund for Wonen; the Special Adviser to the Assistant
Secretary-General for Human Rights; the Director, Devel opnent and Technica
Cooperati on Department, International Labour O ganization; the Assistant
Director-General, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura

Organi zation; and the Chief, ESCAP/ UNCHS Joi nt Section on Human Settl enents,
Economi ¢ and Soci al Conmission for Asia and the Pacific, on behalf of the
regi onal conm ssions.

6. After the presentations, a dial ogue/discussion took place between the
representatives of the United Nations systemand the representatives of

the Philippines, the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern Irel and,
Mauritania, N geria, India, Equatorial Guinea, South Africa, Italy, Brazil
Ghana, Caneroon, Barbados, the United States of Anerica, Turkey, the Sudan
and Liberi a.

7. The observer for Pal estine took part in the dial ogue.

8. The representatives of |ocal authorities and the International Alliance

Associ ation, a non-governnental organization, also took part in the dial ogue.

9. The Chairman's sunmary of the hearings is set out bel ow
Contribution of the United Nations system
to the Habitat 11 hearings

The neeting benefited from presentati ons by the representatives of
the United Nations system who discussed the intended contribution of
their organizations in the inplenentation of the Habitat Agenda. The
Under - Secretary- General for Policy Coordination and Sustai nabl e
Devel opnent provided an overview of the United Nations systemw de
efforts in support of the integrated followup to its gl obal servicing of

t he Conference. He enphasized that the United Nations systemcarries out
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those functions that national Governnments ask it to performand for which
funds are provided. United Nations organizations do not act

i ndependently, but follow the specific nandates given to themby their
governi ng bodi es.

For effective inplenmentation of the Habitat Agenda, the existing
coordination within the United Nations systemw || be continued. To
illustrate this, he cited the |linkage between the Habitat Agenda and the
Conmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent through i npl enentation of the hunman
settl enents di nensi ons of Agenda 21, where the United Nations Centre for
Human Settlenments (Habitat) is the task manager. He asserted that the
United Nations systemas a whole is conscious of the fact that there has
to be a shift from consensus-buil ding and policy devel opnent to
i npl enentation. In the years to conme, the United Nations systemw || be
judged not just in ternms of its ability to stage major events but for its
effectiveness in translating intentions into actions and prom ses into
per f or mance.

United Nations Centre for Human Settl enents (Habit at

The representative of the United Nations Centre for Hunan
Settlenments (Habitat) stated that the preparations for the Conference
clearly denonstrated the opportunities for new and i nproved net hods of
cooperation for inplementing the Habitat Il national plans of action and
t he Habitat Agenda. He enphasi zed that Habitat's approach was preni sed
on innovative and effective partnershi ps between all the key actors and
st akehol ders, on nmaxi num use of national and | ocal expertise, on the
| everagi ng of public, private and community resources, and on | earning
and di ssem nating best practice experiences and expertise. The stress on
partnerships with | eaders of local authorities and civic society
t hroughout the preparatory process linked the comitnments of governnent
with those of the major stakeholders in human settlenments devel opment and
laid the groundwork for practical nodalities relating to post-Conference
cooperation. A key function of Habitat in the imediate future will be
to work closely with Governnents and |l ocal authorities to translate these
nodalities into concrete forns of sustained dial ogue between
st akehol ders, to strengthen institutional capacity, investnent
progranmm ng and i nter-agency cooperation and to encourage networking

bet ween hunan settlenents interest groups. To be able to play its
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catalytic role fully, Habitat intends to strengthen its funding base and
nmake any necessary organi zational adjustnents before the end of 1997.

The representative of Habitat referred to the partnerships that had
brought about the World Assenbly of G ties and Local Authorities as an
exanpl e of the benefits of partnerships. He congratulated the |oca
authorities for having agreed on a single spokesperson and a focused
agenda, noting that this is the kind of cooperation that wll
characterize the Centre's post-Habitat Il activities.

The work of Habitat as the secretariat of the Conference was
appreci ated by the del egates, several of whomcalled for the
decentralization of the Centre's operations to regional offices so as to
provi de an i medi ate response to local realities. Delegates also
wel coned the idea that the Conmission on Hurman Settlenents might be
expanded to include |ocal authorities, non-governnental organizations
(NGOs) and the private sector in the work of the Conm ssion so as to help
define the Centre's work progranme in response to conmon priorities in
the areas of shelter and sustainabl e urban devel opnent. This woul d
support Habitat's effort to strengthen and further develop its
partnerships with | ocal authorities, the private sector and NGCs
establ i shed during the preparation of Habitat I

Habi t at headquarters coordi nates the gl obal progranm ng and
backst opping of its operational activities from Nairobi. A new Habitat
regi onal office, soon to open in Rio de Janeiro with the sponsorship of
that city and the Governnent of Brazil, will focus on the progranm ng and
backst oppi ng of the Centre's operational activities in the Latin Anerica
and Caribbean region. A simlar regional presence in Asia is under
active consideration.

Habi tat's Housi ng and Urban I ndicators Progranme and t he Best
Practices Initiative have energed as two i nportant tools to support the
i mpl enentati on and nmonitoring of both the Habitat Agenda and the nationa
pl ans of action. |In addition, Menber States are considering continuing
their broad-based Habitat National Comm ttees, set up during the
Habitat Il preparatory process, to support and nonitor inplenmentation.
United Nations Devel opnent Progranme

The representative of the United Nations Devel opnent Progranme
(UNDP) stated that Habitat Il constitutes a turning-point. He argued
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that the role of local authorities has been of particular inportance.
Many of them gave neaning to the United Nations Conference on Environnent
and Devel oprent by taking Agenda 21 to heart, energing as essentia
partners in the global dialogue and key players in addressing sonme of the
bi ggest chal l enges of the twenty-first century.

He under scored UNDP assi stance to devel oping countries in the
preparations for the Conference and its pronoti on of dial ogues at the
regi onal and global levels. He reiterated the UNDP nmandate of pronoting
peopl e-centred devel opnment through support to the thematic, nultisectora
programes of national Governnents, |ocal authorities, non-governnental
organi zations and other partners. He further stated that Habitat 1|1
gi ves UNDP a uni que opportunity to listen to the voices of its partners.
This is critically inportant, because UNDP will not have enough resources
to do everything that is required. The representative assured the
Conmittee that UNDP will continue to pronote technical cooperation anong
devel opi ng countries at the human settlenments |evel, dissen nate best
practices through its network of country offices and be instrunmental in
assi sting nutual technical and financial conmitnents between devel oped
and devel opi ng countries and ot her partners.

During the discussion the representative of UNDP expl ai ned that the
Ur ban Managenent Programme (UMP), which he had given as an exanple of
i nter-agency cooperation, was also bilaterally funded and that its third
phase was being | aunched at Habitat Il by the World Bank, UNDP, the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlenments (Habitat) and various
bi | ateral donors.

International Monetary Fund

The representative of the International Mnetary Fund (I M)
inforned the neeting that, as a followup to United Nations gl oba
conferences, the Fund addresses the issues by incorporating the major
recomendati ons emanating fromthe gl obal conferences into policy
di al ogues with each menber country. The Fund col | aborates and
coordi nates, where appropriate, its activities with the United Nations
systemin general and, nore specifically, with the specialized agenci es,
in pursuit of conmmon gl obal econonic, social and related issues for
sust ai nabl e devel opnent. As regards the inplenentation of the Habitat

Agenda, the representative pointed out that the Fund coul d be invol ved
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t hrough techni cal assistance and policy advice, if requested by the
authorities, and by reaching out to local authorities, inforning them of
the Fund's general dialogue with the central Governnent and receiving

i nputs fromthem

Del egat es rai sed questions on the operations of the Fund,
particularly as they relate to social issues. O particular inportance
is the collaborative interaction between the Fund, |ocal authorities and
the private sector to help direct nore private sector funding into urban
housi ng and infrastructure.

World Bank

The Worl d Bank representative informed the neeting that, for the
i mpl ement ati on of the Habitat Agenda, the World Bank proposes | aunching a
conpact with devel oping countries to support the provision of basic urban
services, to clean up the urban environnment and to strengthen urban
finance. The Bank will allocate sonme $15 billion over the next five
years and has to be matched by devel oping countries in a comritnent to
the formul ati on of the strategic frameworks necessary to reduce poverty
in urban areas.

During the di scussions, del egates expressed concern about the way
the Fund and the World Bank conduct business. They cauti oned agai nst
cooperation that may not put the interests of the beneficiaries before
those of the institution, as has been the case. An ongoing dial ogue
bet ween the Bank and | ocal authorities was urged.

United Nations Environment Progranmre (UNEP)

The United Nations Environment Programe (UNEP) representative
began by remi nding the del egates that the nandate of UNEP has al ways been
focused on the human environment and that the nandate was nodified and
shar pened by Agenda 21, which set tasks for the organization in pronoting
progress towards a nore suitable future. The representative cited a
nunber of programres in which UNEP has cooperated w th other
United Nations organi zations. He paid particular attention to the
Sustai nable Cities Programme (SCP), executed by the United Nations Centre
for Hunan Settlenents (Habitat), whose inplenmentation has established a
promni sing coordi nati on nmechani smin UNEP, Habitat and all the partners.
SCP will be the chief nmechanismin enabling UNEP to contribute to the

i mpl enentati on of the Habitat Agenda. Del egates sought to know the |ink
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between SCP and the inplementation of Local Agenda 21 initiatives. In
response, the presenters explained that both are addressi ng environnental
programmes at the |local level. SCP concentrates on the urban |evel,
however, and is getting good results and support from mayors.
United Nations Children's Fund

The presenter began by di scussing the two nmaj or urban settl enent
activities of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) in the past:

Urban Basic Services, which was | aunched 20 years ago, and the Mayors

Def enders of Children Initiative, which was initiated in Dakar, Senega
in 1992. UN CEF has |earned very val uabl e | essons fromthese urban
interventions and intends to build on themin contributing to the

i mpl ement ati on of the Habitat Agenda. One |esson that has been | earned
is the need for disaggregated statistics.

During the discussion, the participants pointed out sone practica
strategi es and mechani snms that would involve all sectors of society in
creating supportive and safe communities. Delegates called for the
integration of the national plans of action for the Wrld Summt for
Children, the Earth Summt (Agenda 21) and Habitat Il into a single plan
for human devel opment at the local level in the inplenmentation of the
Habi tat Agenda. |In collaboration with national Governnments, UN CEF will
work with local authorities and NGOs to devel op the collection of
| ocal -1evel data on the condition of children in cities. Severa
speakers stressed that Governnments, |ocal authorities and NGOs nust
actively pronote and strengthen actions for the rights and well -bei ng of
children, the ultimate indicators of a healthy habitat, a denocratic
soci ety and good governance.

Joi nt programres should be inplenmented by Governnents and | oca
authorities in conjunction with international organizations, the business
conmunity, trade unions, and NGOs and civil society to give priority at
the Iocal level in all human settlenents policies to the needs of
children, with special attention to children in very difficult
circunstances. Particular attention should be given to street children,
expl oi ted and sexual | y abused children, children caught in wars, very

young not hers, handi capped chil dren, and working children and to their
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need for safe and |iveable homes, essential infrastructures and services
and protective legislation on child I abour, in accordance with the
Convention on the Rights of the Child.
United Nations Popul ati on Fund

The United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA) attaches great
i mportance to Habitat |l because popul ati on i ssues and human settl enment
i ssues are closely interlinked. Successful popul ation programres wll
vitally affect the course of econonic as well as social devel opment. The
grow h of urban population reflects the fact that world population is
currently increasing at a rate of 1 billion people every 11 years. Such
growth is not inevitable. The International Conference on Popul ati on and
Devel opnent in 1994 agreed on the need to stabilize world popul ation
t hrough education on reproductive health and fanmily planning. It is in
this context that UNFPA, along with other organizations in the popul ation
field, can, and will, contribute to the inplenmentation of the Habitat
Agenda. UNFPA will also contribute in the foll owup by supporting policy
research in the areas of internal nigration, urbanization, migration from
ot her countries and natural popul ation increase and by facilitating the
work of local authorities and NGGs. Del egat es rai sed the issue of
street children and recomended that the United Nations systemtake steps
to devel op a coordinated effort to address the probl em
Wrld Health Organi zati on

World Health Organi zati on (WHO support to the inplenmentation of
the @ obal Plan of Action is guided by the central concern of hunan
settlenents to sustain and inprove human health and well-being. The
principal programre thrusts of WHO apply directly to the Habitat Agenda.
They are: integrating health and human devel opnent policies for hunman
settlenents, pronoting and protecting health, preventing and controlling
specific health problens, and ensuring equitable access to health
services. They are inplenented in partnership with United Nations
organi zati ons, Menber States and, increasingly, local authorities and
NGGOs in such programmes as the Healthy G ties Programe, which currently
i ncludes 1,000 cities globally, and the G obal Strategy for Health and
Environnent. Del egates expressed the wish to see the Healthy Cities
Programme |inked with SCP and Local Agenda 21 activities. One delegate

poi nted out the absence of attention to sports for health and that nodern
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technol ogy does not all ow people to exercise enough. Another del egate
asked that WHO conbine forces to help attract nore private support for
wat er and sewage treatnment facilities, stating that, with fees to
anortize bonds, these could be self-supporting.
United Nations Centre for Human Rights

Al'l human rights are universal, indivisible and interdependent.
They include the right to adequate housi ng, which was given inpetus by
t he adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This
Decl arati on has been integrated i nto ongoing human rights activities,
i ncluding the work of human rights treaty bodies, the Sub-Conm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities and the
Conmi ssi on on Human Ri ghts

Del egates called for the integration of the strategies of the
Habi t at Agenda with ongoi ng and future human rights activities, including
the work of human rights treaty bodies. They also called for cooperation
between the United Nations Centre for Human Settlenments and the Centre
for Hunman Rights to be further strengthened on the basis of
recomendati ons in the Habitat Agenda and suggested that advisory
services and techni cal assistance be established. The question of the
rights of refugees and facilitation of their safe return was raised.
Wrld Meteorol ogical Organi zation

The Worl d Meteorol ogi cal Organization (W) is conmitted to the
i mpl enentati on of the Habitat Agenda and in translating Conference
reconmendati ons into meani ngful actions in the areas of urban planning
and operations within the framework of WMO contributions to the
International Decade for Natural D saster Reduction. WO al so has unique
conpet ence and | ong experience in observing, measuring, collecting and
anal ysi ng geophysi cal data and information. Delegates enphasized the
need for accurate and up-to-date information, a need that is often
over| ooked, especially in the urban areas of the devel opi ng countries.
International Labour Organization

The statenent of the International Labour O ganization (1LO
hi ghli ghted the problem of the trend towards hi gher unenpl oyment and
under enpl oynment anong city dwellers in both devel oped and devel opi ng
countries and argued that joblessness is an outcone of the urbanization

of poverty. I1LOw Il work towards the creation of nore than 1 nillion
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jobs by the year 2025. It is inportant that these be productive, freely
chosen, remunerated enpl oynment opportunities that add to the social and
econonic fabric of the city. ILOwWII contribute to the inplenmentation
of the Habitat Agenda through assisting Governnents in designing economc
policies to create enploynment opportunities and address poverty. 1LO
will also pay particular attention to wonen and child | abour. The ILO
representative pointed out that the local |evel has |ong been negl ected
while 1LO has focused on the national |evel and the private sector. To
correct this, ILOis planning to | aunch an urban enpl oynent programre to
give specific attention to urban unenploynment, which is on the increase
worl d wide. Delegates wondered if the ILO was paying attention to the
plight of mniddle-career workers in the devel oped countries who are being
laid off due to advances in technol ogy and suggested that actions should
be taken, particularly in the areas of enploynent security programes in
the short-run and inproved educati on progranmes for |ong-run inprovenent
to address the situation

United Nations Educational, Scientific and CQultural Organization

The contribution of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO to the inplenentation of the Habitat
Agenda will centre on disseninating information and deepening the
know edge of all actors in human settlenments. UNESCO will continue its
support of research on social devel opnent issues, such as urban viol ence,
soci al change and the resolution of conflicts. The presenter argued that
the solutions to these problens lie in effective participation at the
local level, working closely with local authorities. Education of wonen
is critically inportant.

During the discussions, it was enphasized that attention should be
given to cultural values in human settl enents devel opment and that UNESCO
shoul d continue supporting applied social research as part of its
contribution to the inplenentation of the Habitat Agenda. The preventive
wor k of UNESCO i n addressi ng viol ence in schools was comended.
Del egates al so called on UNESCO to establish offices in nore countries to
bring their activities closer to the people.
United Nations Devel opnent Fund for Wonen

The United Nations Devel opnent Fund for Wonen (UNIFEM will

continue with the pronotion of wonen's access to opportunities and
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i mproved living conditions in a violence-free society. The presenter
informed the nmeeting that the problemis not that there are no | aws
providing for wonen's rights, but rather that the laws are not put into
practice. There is also a problem of wonmen not know ng and therefore not
demandi ng their rights. These rights include equal access to |and and
enpl oyment and equal access to the accunul ated assets of the fanmily. To
conbat the femninization of poverty and to assure a stronger presence of
worren in positions of |eadership, wonmen nust be encouraged and trained to
run for elected office, especially at the | ocal government |evel, since
wonen are close to the |local environnment and are particularly sensitive
to | ocal needs.

Del egates were very pleased with the UNI FEM comunity | eve
programes of educating wonen concerning their rights, using sinplified
| egal |anguage. They called for this activity to be stepped up in
the UNI FEM contribution to the inplenmentation of the Habitat Agenda. A
worman mayor described the inportance of wonen serving in elective office
at the local |evel and encouraged UNIFEM to work coll aboratively wth
local authorities in the inplenmentation of progranmes, follow ng the
col l ection of data and experiences to substantiate "best practices" in
the area of enmpowernent and the preparation of wonen for positions of
| eader shi p.

United Nations regional conm ssions

The regi onal commi ssions attach great inportance to the Habitat
Agenda and regard it as a blueprint for national, regional and
international action that will carry us into the next century. The
regi onal comm ssions will work with Governments and regi onal and
i nternational associations of local authorities, NG, the private
sector, academic institutions and others to devel op regional hunan
settlenents plans of action addressing priority issues specific to the
regi onal context. Such plans could be integrated into future
reassessnents of the Habitat Agenda, and their findings reported to the
Conmi ssion on Hurman Settlenments at an appropriate tine during the
United Nations systemw de programing cycle.

General comments
Del egat es expressed their appreciation for the way i n which the

organi zations of the United Nations system have worked together to
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prepare for Habitat Il1. They hoped that this coordinated effort would be
carried into the inplenmentation of the Habitat Agenda. One del egation
poi nted out the conspicuous absence of the Food and Agriculture
Organi zation of the United Nations, in view of the inportance of |and use
and food production.

In response to a request from del egates, the Chairnan of
Conmittee Il informed the neeting that copies of the statenments presented
by the representatives of the United Nations system woul d be nmade
avai l abl e to del egates, as would the Chairman's summary of the main

poi nts of the proceedings.



