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Addendum

Hearings involving representatives of the Foundations Forum

1. At its 5th neeting, on 5 June 1996, Conmittee Il held hearings involving
representati ves of the Foundations Forum

2. Presentations were nmade by the following: M. Zekai Bal oglu, President
of the Habitat Il Foundations Forum Third Sector Foundation of Turkey

(TUSEV), and M. John Richardson, General Director of the European Foundations
Centre (EFC) (Bel giun).

3. After the presentations, a dial ogue/discussion followed between the
partners and representatives of Azerbaijan, Sweden, N geria, Mexico, Belgium

G eece, Chile, the Philippines, Rmanda, Gernany, |ndonesia, Turkey, China,

Fi nl and, Canada, the Sudan, Tunisia and the United Kingdomof Geat Britain

and Northern Irel and.

4, Representatives of the followi ng non-governnmental organizations al so took
part in the dialogue: Fondation pour le progrés de |'home and Shelter the
Wrld, Inc.
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5.

A statenment was nmade on behal f of the Secretary-Ceneral of the

Conf er ence.

6.

The Chairman's summary of the hearings is set out bel ow
Contribution of the Foundations Forum

The hearing opened with an introduction by the President of the
Habitat |1 Foundations Forum who described foundati ons as independent,
aut ononous organi zati ons that have their own resources and particul ar
i nterests and sponsor programes for the public good. The |Istanbu
Foundati ons Forum held on 31 May and 1 June 1996, was the first gl oba
neeting of this kind organized within the franework of the United Nations
to attract such a large nunber of participants. Both the organizers and
t he del egates expressed their gratitude to the United Nations for
facilitating the neeting and providing the opportunity to discuss, in
Conmittee Il, the role of foundations and the contribution they could
make in the inplementation of the Habitat Agenda.

A stinulating discussion followed the presentation of the Istanbul
Decl arati on adopted by the Foundati ons Forum The Decl aration noted the
uni que characteristics of the global conmmunity of foundations and
corporate funders as they seek to pronote and facilitate conpassionate
and broad-based citizen involvenent in the environments where those
citizens live and work. The organizers wel conmed the decision of the
United Nations to acknow edge and foster dial ogue with foundations and
corporate funders as United Nations partnership organi zations and call ed
upon the United Nations to encourage the significant and expanding role
of foundations and corporate funders as a proactive force in the
devel opnent of a just, equitable and sustainable civil society. They
requested United Nations Menber States to recogni ze and support the
critical contributions that foundations and corporate funders nake.

In the Declaration, foundations and corporate funders were invited
to set up an international task force to design and inplenment, at
nati onal and cross-frontier levels, an action plan that will address
i ssues of concern in the Habitat Agenda. They al so announced that the
next neeting of interested parties would be held in Paris in
Novermber 1996 and requested del egates to publicize the neeting by

informng institutions and individuals in their countries.
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Conmenti ng on the roles of foundations and corporate funders, nany
del egations, while appreciating the work that foundations do, expressed
their desire to have that work expanded to include such areas as confli ct
resol ution and the creation of a culture of peace in the world, the
preservation and restoration of historic and cultural heritage and
investing in programes ainmed at assisting the poor and vul nerabl e,
especially in the devel oping countri es.

The exchange of experiences and views by del egates showed t hat
there are various ways through which the nunber of foundations could be
i ncreased or new ones started where they do not exist. There was genera
agreenent that nore foundations are needed to address the increasing
demand for the type of assistance that foundations provide globally. Tax
exenptions could be taken and were reconmended. Conmunity foundations
that are different fromtraditional individual endowrent foundations are
beconmi ng common in Europe. The nodalities of incentives to contributors
to such foundations differ fromcountry to country. Some del egates did
not consider the funding of foundations from national budgets as a
legitimate use of public funds.

In conclusion, delegates concurred w th organi zers that the
presentations and di scussi ons on foundati on and corporate funders brought
a new and i nportant dinmension to the concept of partnerships in the
i npl enent ati on of the Habitat Agenda. Del egates wel conmed the conmitnent
of foundations to contribute to the inplenentation of the Habitat Agenda
and urged the United Nations to support the future activities of

f oundat i ons.



