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Addendum

Hearings involving representatives of the Parlianentarians Forum

1. At its 6th neeting, on 6 June 1996, Conmittee Il held hearings involving
representatives of the Parliamentarians Forum

2. Presentations were nmade by the following: Senator Oscar Lopez

Vel arde Vega, President of the d obal Forum of Parlianmentarians on Habitat;
M. Modeo, Chairman of the African Regional Council of the G oba
Parliamentarians on Habitat; Ms. Tamako Nakani shi, Foundi ng President of the
A obal Parliamentarians on Habitat; and Ms. Sirpo Pietikainen, nenber of the
Parliamentarians for G obal Action

3. After presentations, a dial ogue/discussion took place between the
partners and the representatives of Quinea, the Netherlands, Tunisia, Chile,
Sweden, Senegal, the Philippines, Lesotho, Jordan, Venezuel a, Mexico, Japan
Italy, the Sudan, India, South Africa, Chana, Paraguay, Burkina Faso, Burundi
Zi mbabwe, Canada, Kenya, Equatorial Quinea, Mrocco, Kazakstan, Sierra Leone,

I ndonesi a and Turkey.
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4, The Chairman's sunmary of the hearings is set out bel ow

Rol e and contribution of the Parlianentari ans Forum

The hearing opened with an introductory statenment by the President of the
G obal Forum of Parliamentarians on Habitat 11, in which he described the role
of parlianmentarians at the Conference and in the inplenmentation of the Habitat
Agenda. The organi zers of the Forum and del egates expressed their gratitude
to the United Nations for facilitating the nmeeting and providing the
opportunity in Conmrittee Il to discuss the role of the parlianmentarians and
their contribution to the inplenmentation of the Habitat Agenda.

The Chairnman of the African Regional Council of the d oba
Parliamentarians on Habitat Il introduced the Declaration of Principles and
Commitnents of the dobal Forum of Parliamentarians on Habitat Il. This was
followed by a statenent by the Founding President of the d oba
Parliamentarians on Habitat |1, stressing the inportance of partnership in
achi evi ng sustai nabl e devel opment on our planet. The representative of
Parlianmentarians for d obal Action al so nade a statenent.

It was noted that the problens of urban devel opment were, in the first
instance, political. This underlined the inportant role of parlianentarians
in the devel opment of human settl enents.

During the discussion it was pointed out that parlianentarians often had
i nadequat e i nformation on | egislation in other countries, including,
inter alia, in the human settlenments sector. This nmeant that there was a
strong need for increasing international cooperation, especially at the
regional level. As inmportant as legislation itself was an understanding of
the way in which different laws work in reality.

VWhile in nany countries the main problemis the lack of needed
| egi slation, existing legislation can al so create unnecessary, cunbersone
bureaucratic procedures, such as is often the case with building perm ssions.
It was stressed that, besides facilitating | egislation, the foll ow up,
assessnment and eval uation of achi evenents were al so i nportant elenents to be
consi der ed.

Several del egates expressed their support for the Declaration. Delegates
expressed their wish to see parlianmentarians facilitating |egislation that
supported human settl enents devel opnent in their countries. They also
conmended the parlianentarians for their commitnent to the ongoi ng debate on
the Habitat Agenda and for their decision to contribute actively to the

i mpl ement ati on of the Habitat Agenda.
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The question of partnership between the public and the private sectors
was considered to be of great inportance by a nunber of del egates who
expressed concern about the questions of finance and transparency, the spirit
of solidarity, and methods of reducing the growi ng gap between the poor and
the rich. Decentralization of financial resources and enpowernent of |oca
authorities should be ensured to provide a policy that can assist the people
and achi eve the goals and principles of the Declaration

The question of information-sharing was rai sed by several del egates who
enphasi zed the need to nake information accessible to all by creating
information centres for that would cover different issues such as housing,
nei ghbour hood managenent, and credits and | oans for building and inproving
houses. The Best Practices Initiative was nentioned as the best forumfor
stimulating informati on exchange and forrnul ating future policies.

Del egat es al so enphasi zed the inportance of proper planning and
utilization of urban spaces and the urgent need for reformof |and
| egislation. Wnen's access to land as well as the equal right to own and
i nherit property was particularly enphasized.

St rengt heni ng cooperatives and civic societies and facilitating, through
proper |egislation, the involvenent of comunities in the design and
i mpl enentati on of projects for the devel opnent of their nei ghbourhoods and
cities was underscored. The equal participation of wonen, youth and children
shoul d be institutionalized. However, delegates stressed that |egislation
shoul d be flexible enough to help achi eve the nmaxi mum benefit for the
devel opnent of cities and, indeed, for the betternment of the living conditions
of the poor.

Two maj or themes of the Conference were also referred to by a nunber of
del egates. The right to decent housing for all, where every person could live
in peace and serenity, was underlined. Sone del egates consi dered housing to
be a fundanental human right for which the international comunity shoul d draw
up the necessary institutional franework. It was noted that the conmonly
recogni zed need to change present production and consunption patterns into
nore sustai nabl e ones requires econom ¢ neasures such as shifting the enphasis
fromthe taxation of |abour to the taxation of production and consunption, for
instance in the formof energy taxes.

In conclusion, participants stressed the inportance of partnershinp,
strengt hening comunity involvement in city devel opment and the crucial role
parlianmentarians can play in pronoting the proper legislation to ensure safe

and healthy cities for the next mllennium



