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Addendum

Hearings involving mayors and representatives of international
associations of local authorities representing the Wirld Assenbly

of Cities and Local Authorities
1. At its 2nd and 3rd neetings, on 4 June 1996, Committee |l held hearings
i nvol ving mayors and representatives of international associations of |ocal
authorities representing the Wrld Assenbly of Cities and Local Authorities.
2. At the 2nd neeting, on 4 June 1996, presentations were made by the
following: M. Jaine Ravinet, Mayor of Santiago de Chile and President of the
International Union of the Local Authorities; M. Daby D agne, Muyor of Louga,
Senegal and Vice-President of the United Towns Organization;
Ms. Hortense Aka-Anghui, Myor of Port-Bouet (Abidjan), Cbte d' Ivoire and
Vice-President for Africa of the Wrld Associ ati on of Major Metropolises;
M. Yuki o Aoshim, Covernor of Tokyo and President of the Summt Conference of
the Wrld' s Major Cities; M. Erdem Saker, Mayor of Metropolitan Minicipality
of Bursa, Turkey and M. John Harman, Leader Kirklees Metropolitan Council,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Irel and.
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3. After the presentations, a dial ogue/discussion followed between the
partners and representatives of Costa Rica, Mxico, Azerbaijan, Cyprus,
Austria, Malta, Zanbia, Ireland, India, Senegal, France, Cameroon, Gernmany,
the Philippines, Sweden and Italy (on behal f of the European Union).

4, The representative of the Council of Europe and a representative of the

local authorities also took part in the dial ogue.

5. At the 3rd neeting, on 4 June, presentations were nmade by the foll ow ng:
M. Johnny Araya, Mayor of San José, Costa Rica; M. Bernard Stasi, Mayor of
Epernay, France; M. Sharada Kolli, Myor of Guntur, India; M. Gary MCal eb

Mayor of Abeline, Texas, United States of America; M. Al an Tonks, Chairnan
of Metropolitan Toronto, Canada; M. Mx N gandwe, President of the Loca
Covernment Associ ation of Zanbia; and M. Pasqual Maragall, Mayor of Barcel ona
and President of the Conmittee of the Regi ons (European Union).

6. After the presentations, a dial ogue/discussion followed between the
partners and representatives of Paraguay, Chile, the Netherlands, Benin,
Kenya, Canada, G eece, Italy (on behalf of the European Union), Germany,
Nepal , Ireland, the Philippines, Nami bia, Slovakia, China, Belgiumand

Ur uguay.

7. The representative of the United Nations |Industrial Devel opnent

Organi zation al so took part in the dialogue, as did a representative of the
| ocal authorities.

8. The Chairman's sunmary of the hearings is set out bel ow

Rol e and contribution of local authorities

The neeting benefited from presentati ons by heads of cities and
| ocal governnment associations, which provided a stimulus for a lively and
constructive discussion. The basis of the presentation was the fina
Decl aration of the Wrld Assenbly of Cities and Local Authorities,
adopted in Istanbul on 31 May 1996.

The participants highlighted the organic link of the issues dealt
with at Habitat Il and in the Habitat Agenda with the outconmes of other
recent major United Nations conferences. It was stressed that in a
rapi dly urbanizing world, Habitat Il had the crucial task of applying the
conm tnents and recomrendati ons adopted in those forunms to the specific
needs, concerns and conditions of human settlenments and of strengthening
conmtments at the global, regional, national and | ocal levels to finding

ef fective solutions to the economc, social and environnental aspirations
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of people living in all types of hunman settlenents, ranging fromthe
nmaj or nmetropolises to snmall village comunities. Al comunities should
have the opportunity and the capacity to articulate their needs and
aspirations through the active participation of all sectors of society.
Local authorities, in partnership with central Governnments and the
i nternational community, have a key role to play in resolving pressing
human settl enents problens, in particular through nobilizing and
supporting comunity and citizen action at the local level. In this
context, it was suggested that local authorities should be given a nore
promi nent and permanent role in national and international deliberations
on those issues, including a role in United Nations bodies and
organi zations, so that a strategic alliance could be fornmed. The
i nclusion of representatives of local authorities in national delegations
to Habitat 1, the involvenment of |ocal authorities in the preparatory
activities and the inclusion of special provisions in the rules of
procedure of Habitat Il allowi ng local authorities to have a nore focused
input into the deliberations of the Conference were recogni zed and
wel coned as encouraging steps in that direction. It was al so suggested
that after Habitat Il the representatives of |local authorities should be
given a standing status in the Conmi ssion on Human Settl ements and,
perhaps in other relevant United Nations bodies, so as to
institutionalize their contribution to and participation in the
i mpl enentati on of the Habitat Agenda. Such action would offer a key
nmeans of assuring sustainabl e devel opnent.
The need for, and value of, direct cooperation anong the |oca
aut horities of various countries and regions was al so underscored. The
role of existing international associations and organi zations of |oca
authorities and cities was highlighted as a prom sing nechani smfor
further coordination of their collective inputs to relevant internationa
di scussions. It was stressed that such an approach could help to ensure
that the voice of "united cities" was better heard in the United Nations.
The participants stressed that human settl enents devel opnent shoul d
be seen as an essential conponent of achieving sustai nabl e hunman
devel opnent in general. It was therefore essential to pronote, in an
i ntegrated way, econonic devel opnent, equity, social progress,

envi ronnent al awar eness and gender sensitivity in all human settlenments
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devel opnent. Local authorities have a crucial role to play in this
process; and in many sectors, such as public health, enploynment,

envi ronnent, education and community services, the local authorities are
closest to the problenms and are the best placed for finding the nost

ef fective solutions through the nobilization of |ocal energies,

i magi nati on and resources.

It was al so enphasi zed that policy approaches ained at effective
decentralizati on were needed to provide a framework and a new nodel for
addressi ng human settl enents devel opnent issues. It was felt that such
decentralizati on shoul d strengthen denocracy and provi de | oca
authorities - the institutional structures closest to the people and
conmunities - with the legitimacy to voice the specific concerns and
aspirations of their citizens.

The decentralization process should include neasures ainmed at
strengt hening the capacity of local authorities and conmunities in
addressi ng human settl enents devel opnent issues, including continuity and
predictability of funding. Local authorities should be able to exercise
greater authority in | ocal economc policy and to devel op a capacity to
generate | ocal resources.

The participants enphasi zed the role that local authorities play in
i nki ng human settl ements devel opment with industry, business, academ a
and comunity groups. The participants al so underscored the need for
strengt hening the dial ogue and interaction between the local authorities
and comunity and citizens groups with a view to addressing effectively
t he needs and concerns of |ocal residents. The need for better exchange
of information and sharing of experiences was underscored as an inportant
tool for promoting best practices and identifying the nost pronising
appr oaches.

The need for devel opnent of national |aws and regul ati ons that
clearly specify the role and responsibilities of |ocal authorities
vis-a-vis national CGovernnents and provide for effective decentralization
and | ocal denocracy, taking into account the principles of autonony,
subsidiarity and proximty, was also highlighted. In this context, it
was suggested that the experience gained in the inplenentation of the

Eur opean Charter on Local Self-CGovernment could be used as a basis for
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devel opi ng a gl obal charter that would set out the key principles
underlying a sound constitutional or legal framework for a denocratic
| ocal governnment system

Furthernore, it was suggested that the devel opnment of rel evant
nati onal |egislation should provide for an enhanced role for |oca
authorities in the el aboration and inplenentation of nationw de
strategi es and projects that could have an inpact on specific urban areas
and their residents. The participants recalled that the Habitat Agenda
deal s with human settlenents in both urban and rural areas and that the
out come of the Conference should fully take into account the specific
needs and conditions of people |iving outside rmunicipal boundaries.

Furthernore, the participants stressed the need to pronote gender
bal ance and considerations at the local |evel, including through
enhanci ng the rol e of women in nunicipal and conmunal deci sion-nmaking. It
was al so felt that the aspirations of and potential contribution from
yout h shoul d be taken fully into account.

Specific concerns were raised in connection with the situation of
t he poor, the unenpl oyed and the marginalized, including the inhabitants
of urban areas who are not legal residents or citizens of the country
and/or city in question. It was felt that a concerted effort in
cooperation with local authorities could be effective in addressing the
speci fic needs of such people.

Partici pants wel coned the el aboration and adoption of nore than
1,500 | ocal versions of Agenda 21 in many devel oped and devel opi ng
countries since the 1992 Earth Sunmit at Rio de Janeiro, as reported in

Making Gities Wirk, a publication prepared specifically for Habitat I

The participatory approach that has characterized the el aboration and

i mpl enent ati on of | ocal Agenda 21 activities, which involve |oca
governments, parlianmentarians, the business and scientific comunities,
trade uni ons and non-governnental organi zations, was found particularly
prom sing. It was stressed that the inplenmentation of |ocal Agenda 21
could provide an effective format for achieving the goals of hunman

settl enents devel opnent and for the inplenentation of the Habitat Agenda.
More specifically, it was suggested that capacities developed in a |arge
nunber of countries through the I ocal Agenda 21 process could be usefully

enpl oyed in the inplementation of the outcone of Habitat 11
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The i nmportance of cooperation in the application of technology as a
new way of enpowering |ocal denocracy was al so underscored. This
i ncl udes the exchange of experiences and best practices in the
application of innovative approaches to human settl enents pl anni ng,
managenent and admi nistrati on on both a North-South and Sout h- Sout h
basis. Linkage between technol ogy devel opnent and | ocal enpowernment as
well as the need for full realization of the potential of new
t echnol ogi cal approaches for preserving the cultural heritage and the
envi ronnent of cities were al so underscored.

The participants also referred to the need for additional and nore
ef fective technical cooperation and assistance to be assured through new
partnerships with international organizations and financial institutions
in support of strategies and activities for human settl enments
devel opnent. Several practical measures were al so proposed to ensure a
followup to the discussion. Anmong themwere the establishnent of a
dat abase on cooperative activities; Internet |inkages for the horizonta
exchange of |ocal expertise and experience; the fornulation on the part
of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlenments of |ocal programes
with the direct involvenent of local authorities; the encouragenent on
the part of the United Nations of North-South cooperation between cities
and | ocal authorities, including inter-local cooperation; and the
strengt heni ng of those agencies and programes of the United Nations
systemthat focus on human settl enents.

The participants expressed their appreciation of the emergence of a
new rel ati onship, a partnership of "united cities" and the United
Nat i ons.



