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At the ... meeting, on ... June 1996, Committee I approved chapter IV,

section F, of the Habitat Agenda and recommended it to the Conference for

adoption. The text of chapter IV, section F, read as follows:

F. Implementation and follow-up of the Habitat Agenda

1. Introduction

158. The long-term impact of the commitments made by Governments and the

international community, together with local authorities and non-governmental

organizations, at Habitat II will depend on the implementation of actions

agreed upon at all levels, including the local, national, regional and

international levels. National plans of action and/or other relevant national

programmes and actions to achieve the goals of adequate shelter for all and

sustainable human settlements development will need to be developed or

strengthened, where appropriate, and their implementation will need to be

monitored and evaluated by Governments in close cooperation with their

partners in sustainable development at the national level. Similarly,

progress in implementing the Habitat Agenda needs to be assessed with a view

to encouraging and enabling all interested parties to improve their

performance and to strengthen international cooperation.
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2. Implementation at the national level

158 bis. Governments have the primary responsibility of implementing the

Habitat Agenda. Governments as enabling partners should create and strengthen

effective partnerships with women, youth, the elderly, persons with

disabilities, vulnerable and disadvantaged groups, indigenous people and

communities, local authorities, the private sector and non-governmental

organizations in each country. National mechanisms should be established or

improved, as appropriate, to coordinate actions at all relevant government

levels that have an impact on human settlements and to assess this impact

prior to governmental actions. Local authorities should be supported in their

efforts towards implementing the Habitat Agenda inasmuch as local action is

required. All appropriate participatory mechanisms, including local Agenda 21

initiatives, should be developed and employed. Governments may wish to

coordinate the implementation of their national plans of action through

enhanced cooperation and partnerships with subregional, regional and

international organizations, inter alia, the United Nations system, including

the Bretton Woods institutions, which have a very important role to play in a

number of countries.

3. Implementation at the international level

159. In the context of international cooperation and partnership, the

effective implementation of the outcome of the second United Nations

Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) should take into account the

integration of adequate shelter and sustainable human settlements development

with broader environmental, social and economic considerations. The main

intergovernmental actors at the global level for the implementation and

follow-up of the Habitat Agenda will continue to be all States, the

United Nations General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council, and in

particular the Commission on Human Settlements, according to its mandate and

role as contained in General Assembly resolution 32/162 of December 1977 and

in all other relevant resolutions of the Assembly. Other relevant bodies and

organizations of the United Nations system also have an important role to play

in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda. The United Nations Centre for

Human Settlements (Habitat) and all relevant bodies and organizations of the

United Nations system should take into account the Habitat Agenda with a view

to implementing it in their respective fields of competence.
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Title deleted.

160. All States should exert concerted efforts to achieve the implementation

of the Habitat Agenda through bilateral, subregional, regional and

international cooperation, as well as through the United Nations system,

including the Bretton Woods institutions.

160 bis. With regard to the consideration of adequate shelter for all and

sustainable human settlements development at the intergovernmental level,

special consideration should be given to the roles of the General Assembly and

the Economic and Social Council. 

161. The General Assembly, as the highest intergovernmental body, is the

principal policy-making and appraisal organ on matters relating to the

follow-up of Habitat II. At its fifty-first session, the Assembly should

include the follow-up to the Conference in its agenda as an item entitled

"Implementation of the outcome of the second United Nations Conference on

Human Settlements (Habitat II)". At the special session of the

General Assembly to be convened in 1997 for the purpose of an overall review

and appraisal of Agenda 21, due attention should be given to the issue of

human settlements in the context of sustainable development. At its

fifty-second session, the Assembly should review the effectiveness of the

steps taken to implement the outcome of the Conference.

162. The General Assembly should consider holding a special session in the

year 2001 for an overall review and appraisal of the implementation of the

outcome of Habitat II and should consider further actions and initiatives.

163. The Economic and Social Council, in accordance with its role under the

Charter of the United Nations and with the relevant General Assembly and

Economic and Social Council resolutions and decisions, would oversee

system-wide coordination in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda and make

recommendations in this regard. The Economic and Social Council should be

invited to review the follow-up of the Habitat Agenda at its substantive

session of 1997.

164. The Economic and Social Council may convene meetings of high-level

representatives to promote international dialogue on the critical issues

pertaining to adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settlements

development as well as on policies for addressing them through international

cooperation. In this context, it may consider dedicating one high-level

segment before 2001 to human settlements and the implementation of the 
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Habitat Agenda with the active involvement and participation of, inter alia,

the specialized agencies, including the World Bank and the International

Monetary Fund.

165. Paragraph deleted.

166. The General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council should,

where appropriate, promote subregional and regional cooperation in the

implementation of the Habitat Agenda. In this regard, the regional

commissions, within their mandates and, where appropriate, in cooperation with

regional intergovernmental organizations and banks, could consider convening

high-level meetings [,within existing resources,] to review progress made in

implementing the outcome of Habitat II, to exchange views on their respective

experiences, particularly on best practices, and to adopt appropriate

measures. Such meetings could involve, as appropriate, the participation of

the principal financial and technical institutions. The regional commissions

should report to the Council on the outcome of such meetings at the highest

political level.

167. Paragraph deleted.

168. Paragraph deleted. 

169 combined with 170. The Commission on Human Settlements, under the

Economic and Social Council, should have, inter alia, the following

objectives, functions and responsibilities, particularly in view of its role

to promote, review, monitor and assess the progress in implementing the goals

of adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settlements development in

all countries, in accordance with the Habitat Agenda:

(a) To promote integrated and cohesive policies at all levels, aiming

at achieving the goals of adequate shelter for all and sustainable human

settlements development in all countries, with due regard to the carrying

capacity of the environment and in accordance with the Habitat Agenda;

(b) To track progress in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda,

inter alia, through the analysis of relevant inputs from Governments, local

authorities and their associations, relevant non-governmental organizations

and the private sector;

(c) To assist countries, particularly developing countries, subregions

and regions, in increasing and improving their own efforts to solve shelter

and human settlements problems, including through promotion of vocational

training;
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(d) Deleted.

(e) To promote, in support of national follow-up plans and activities,

greater international cooperation in order to increase the availability of

resources to all developing countries, especially those in Africa and the

least developed countries, and promote the effective contribution of the

private sector and local authorities and their associations;

(f) To provide appropriate recommendations to the General Assembly

through the Economic and Social Council on the basis of an analysis and

synthesis of the information received and to inform the Commission on

Sustainable Development;

(g) To facilitate cooperation and partnerships among all countries and

regions to achieve the goals of adequate shelter for all and sustainable human

settlements development;

chapeau deleted.

 Formerly 170 (a) (h) To continue to develop and promote policy

objectives, priorities and guidelines regarding existing and planned

programmes of work of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements

(Habitat) in the fields of adequate shelter and sustainable human settlements

development and in accordance with the Habitat Agenda;

Formerly 170 (b) (i) To track the progress of the activities of the

United Nations system, to cooperate with other international organizations in

the fields of adequate shelter and sustainable human settlements development

and to propose, when appropriate, ways and means by which the overall policy

objectives and goals in those fields within the United Nations system might be

best achieved;

 Formerly 170 (c) (j) To promote adequate shelter for all and

sustainable human settlements development in harmony with the recommendations

made by the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development,

particularly chapter 7 of Agenda 21, taking into account, as appropriate, the

relevant outcomes of other major United Nations conferences and summits;

Formerly 170 (d) (k) To promote the full and effective implementation of

the Habitat Agenda at the national and international levels;

Formerly 170 (e) (l) To study in the context of the Habitat Agenda new

issues and problems with a view to developing solutions for adequate shelter

for all and sustainable human settlements development, including those of a

regional or international character;
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Formerly 170 (f) (m) To continue to give overall policy guidance to and

carry out supervision of the operations of the United Nations Centre for Human

Settlements (Habitat), including the United Nations Habitat and Human

Settlements Foundation;

Formerly 170 (g) (n) To review and approve periodically the utilization

of funds at its disposal for carrying out shelter and human settlements

development activities at all levels;

Formerly 170 (h) (o) To monitor and evaluate the progress made towards

and obstacles encountered in achieving the goals of the Habitat Agenda and

recommend appropriate measures and alternative actions as deemed necessary to

enhance the dynamic nature of the Agenda.

170 (i) Deleted.

170 bis. Taking into account the recommendations of the General Assembly at

its fifty-first session, the Commission on Human Settlements should, at its

next session, review its programme of work in order to ensure the effective

follow-up and implementation of the outcome of the Conference, in a manner

consistent with the functions and contributions of other relevant organs of

the United Nations system, and make recommendations thereon to the Economic

and Social Council within the framework of its review of the activities of its

subsidiary bodies. The Commission should also review its working methods in

order to involve in its work the representatives of local authorities and the

relevant actors of civil society, particularly the private sector and

non-governmental organizations, in the field of adequate shelter for all and

sustainable human settlements development, taking into account its rules of

procedures.

NEW 170 ter. The General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council, in

accordance with their respective mandates, are invited to review and

strengthen the mandate of the Commission on Human Settlements, taking into

account the Habitat Agenda as well as the need for synergy with other related

commissions and Conference follow-up, and for a system-wide approach to its

implementation.

170 quater. As a standing committee assisting the Economic and Social

Council, the Commission on Human Settlements should have a central role in

monitoring, within the United Nations system, the implementation of the

Habitat Agenda and advising the Council thereon. It should have a clear 
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mandate with sufficient human and financial resources, through the

reallocation of resources within the regular budget of the United Nations to

carry out its mandate.

170 quinquiens. The Commission on Human Settlements should assist the

Economic and Social Council in its coordination of the reporting on the

implementation of the Habitat Agenda with the relevant organizations of the

United Nations system. The Commission should draw upon inputs from other

organizations of the United Nations system and other sources, as appropriate.

170 ses. The Commission on Human Settlements, in developing its work

programme, should examine the Habitat Agenda and consider how to integrate in

its programme of work the follow-up to the second United Nations Conference on

Human Settlements (Habitat II). In this context, the Commission on Human

Settlements could consider how it could further develop its catalytic role in

promoting adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settlements

development.

171. Within the mandate of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements

(Habitat) and considering the necessity for it to focus on well-defined

objectives and strategic issues, it shall have, inter alia, the following

responsibilities:

(a) To monitor, with a view to ensuring the harmonization, at the

intersecretariat level, of adequate shelter for all and sustainable human

settlements development programmes planned and carried out by the

United Nations system;

(b) To assist the Commission on Human Settlements in formulating

recommendations for coordinating adequate shelter for all and sustainable

human settlements development activities in the United Nations system, to keep

them under review and to assess their effectiveness;

(c) To promote, facilitate and execute adequate shelter and human

settlements development programmes and projects;

(d) To facilitate a global exchange of information about adequate

shelter for all and sustainable human settlements development, through,

inter alia, an exchange of information on best practices and encouraging

research activities on sustainable approaches and methods concerning building

materials and construction technology;
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(e) Deleted.

(f) To deal with interregional issues relating to adequate shelter for

all and sustainable human settlements development in full cooperation with the

regional commissions as well as the principal financial and technical

institutions and other relevant partners at the regional levels;

(g) To supplement regional expertise in formulating and implementing

adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settlements development

programmes and projects when so required, paying due attention to regional

institutions of cooperation;

(h) To promote and consolidate collaboration, within the legal

framework of each country, with all partners, including local authorities, and

private sector and non-governmental organizations, in the implementation of

the Habitat Agenda;

(i) To maintain and update a global directory of consultants and

advisers to supplement the skills available within the United Nations system

and, where necessary, to assist in the recruitment of experts at the global

level, including those belonging to developing countries and countries with

economies in transition;

(j) To initiate public information activities on adequate shelter for

all and sustainable human settlements development in cooperation with the

Department of Public Information of the United Nations Secretariat;

(k) To promote increased use of audiovisual and information technology

relating to adequate shelter and sustainable human settlements development;

(l) To carry out any additional responsibilities and functions assigned

to it by the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council;

(m) To continue to execute the Global Strategy for Shelter to the

Year 2000, taking into consideration the Habitat Agenda;

(n) To analyse and monitor major trends in urbanization and the impact

of policies for urban and rural settlements, to track progress in the

implementation of the Habitat Agenda, and to continue its publications

programme, including, inter alia, through the publication of the Global State

of Human Settlements report;

(o) To provide assistance in establishing guidelines for national and

local monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of the Habitat Agenda

through the use of housing and human settlements indicator programmes;
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(p) To promote human settlements management and community-based

development, in particular aiming at achieving transparent, representative and

accountable governance through institutional development, capacity-building

and partnership.

172. [The Centre shall be headed by an Executive Director, at the level of

Under-Secretary-General, who shall report to the Secretary-General of the

United Nations.]

NEW 172 bis. The primary function of the United Nations Centre for Human

Settlements (Habitat), located in Nairobi, Kenya, is to provide substantive

servicing to the Commission on Human Settlements and other intergovernmental

bodies concerned with adequate shelter for all and sustainable human

settlements development. It should be designated a focal point for the

implementation of the Habitat Agenda. In the light of the review of

the mandate of the Commission on Human Settlements, as set out in

paragraph 170 ter. above, the functions of the United Nations Centre for Human

Settlements (Habitat) will also need to be assessed with a view to its

revitalization. The Secretary-General is requested to ensure more effective

functioning of the Centre by, inter alia, providing sufficient human and

financial resources within the regular budget of the United Nations.

173. Within their mandates, other subsidiary bodies of the Economic and Social

Council, such as the Commission on Sustainable Development, the Commission for

Social Development, the Commission on the Status of Women, the Commission on

Human Rights and the Commission on Population and Development, should give due

regard to human settlements issues, as set out in the Habitat Agenda.

174. Deleted.

175. The Secretary-General is invited to ensure effective coordination of the

implementation of the Habitat Agenda and adequate consideration of human

settlements needs in all activities of the United Nations system. The

Administrative Committee on Coordination should review its procedures at the

inter-agency level to ensure system-wide coordination and full participation

of its entities in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda. These entities

should examine their programmes to determine how they can best contribute to

the coordinated implementation of the Habitat Agenda. The Secretary-General

is requested to include the implementation of the Habitat Agenda in the

mandates of the existing inter-agency task forces of the Administrative

Committee on Coordination to facilitate integrated and coordinated
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implementation of the Habitat Agenda. [The United Nations Centre for Human

Settlements (Habitat) should be added to the membership of the Administrative

Committee on Coordination and to the task force on the Habitat Agenda.]

176. The Secretary-General is invited to continue to ensure effective

functioning of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) so as

to enable it to fully discharge its mandate. (Rest of paragraph deleted)

177. The important role of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural

Rights in monitoring those aspects of the Habitat Agenda that relate to States

parties' compliance with the International Covenant on Economic, Social and

Cultural Rights should be emphasized.

178. To strengthen their support for actions at the national level and to

enhance their contributions to an integrated and coordinated follow-up by the

United Nations, the specialized agencies and other organizations of the

United Nations system should be urged to consider and identify the specific

actions they will undertake to meet the priorities identified in the Habitat

Agenda.

179. In order to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of United Nations

organizations in providing support to the efforts for the provision of

adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settlements development at the

national level, and to enhance their capacity to achieve the objectives of

Habitat II, there is a need to renew, reform and revitalize the various parts

of the United Nations system, in particular its operational activities. All

relevant specialized agencies and related organizations of the United Nations

system are invited to strengthen and adjust their activities, programmes and

medium-term strategies within their mandates, as appropriate, to take into

account the follow-up to Habitat II, particularly at the field level. 

Relevant governing bodies should examine their policies, programmes, budgets

and activities in this regard.

180. International financial institutions should contribute to the

mobilization of resources for the implementation of the Habitat Agenda. To

this end, the relevant institutions are invited to take the following

measures:

(a) The World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the regional and

subregional development banks and funds and all other international finance

organizations should be invited to integrate adequate shelter for all and 
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sustainable human settlements development goals in their policies, programmes

and operations, for example by giving higher priority to these goals, where

applicable, in their lending programmes;

(b) The Bretton Woods institutions and other organizations and bodies

of the United Nations system should be invited to work together with concerned

countries, particularly developing countries, to improve policy dialogues and

develop new initiatives to ensure that structural adjustment programmes

promote adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settlements

development, giving particular attention to people living in poverty and other

vulnerable groups;

(c) The United Nations system, including the Bretton Woods institutions

and other United Nations specialized agencies, should be invited to expand and

improve their cooperation in the field of adequate shelter for all and

sustainable human settlements development to ensure that efforts are

complementary and, where possible, should combine resources in joint

initiatives for adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settlements

development built around the objectives of Habitat II.

4 bis. Involvement of local authorities and civil society, including
the private sector

180 bis. The effective implementation of the Habitat Agenda requires

strengthening local authorities, community organizations and non-governmental

organizations in the spheres of education, health, poverty eradication, human

rights, social integration, infrastructure and improvement of the quality of

life, and relief and rehabilitation, enabling them to participate

constructively in policy-making and implementation. This will require:

(a) Establishing legislative and regulatory frameworks, institutional

arrangements and consultative mechanisms for involving organizations in the

design, implementation and evaluation of human settlements strategies and

programmes;

(b) Supporting capacity-building programmes for such organizations in

critical areas such as participatory planning, programme design,

implementation and evaluation, economic and financial analysis, credit

management, research, information and advocacy;

(c) Providing resources through such measures as grant programmes, and

technical and other administrative support for initiatives taken and managed

at the community level;
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(d) Strengthening networking and exchange of expertise and experience

among such organizations.

180 ter. The contribution of local authorities and civil societies, including

the private sector, to development can be enhanced by:

(a) Developing planning and policy-making procedures that facilitate

partnership and cooperation between Governments and civil society in human

settlements development;

(b) Encouraging business enterprises to pursue investment and other

policies, including non-commercial activities that will contribute to human

settlements development, especially in relation to the generation of work

opportunities, basic services, access to productive resources and construction

of infrastructure;

(c) Enabling and encouraging trade unions to participate in the

generation of work opportunities under fair conditions, the provision of

training, health care and other basic services, and the development of an

economic environment that facilitates the achievement of adequate shelter for

all and sustainable human settlements development;

(d) Supporting academic and research institutions, particularly in the

developing countries, in their contribution to human settlements development

programmes, and facilitating mechanisms for independent, detached, impartial

and objective monitoring of human settlements progress, especially through

collecting, analysing and disseminating information and ideas about adequate

shelter for all and sustainable human settlements development;

(e) Encouraging educational institutions, the media and other sources

of public information and opinion to give special attention to the challenges

of human settlements development and to facilitate widespread and well

informed debate about policies throughout the community.

5. Performance evaluation, indicators and best practices

181. It is essential to evaluate the impact of policies, strategies and

actions on the provision of adequate shelter and the achievement of

sustainable human settlements development. The results of these evaluations

will be considered by the relevant United Nations organs and bodies, including

the Commission on Human Settlements. The United Nations Centre for Human

Settlements (Habitat), together with other relevant organizations, will be

responsible for establishing an appropriate process for analysing and

monitoring major trends in urbanization and the impact of urban policies. In
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particular, age and gender-disaggregated information on the impact of

urbanization on vulnerable and disadvantaged groups, including children,

should be collected, taking into account other relevant work in this field.

182. All partners of the Habitat Agenda, including local authorities, the

private sector and communities, should regularly monitor and evaluate their

own performances in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda through

comparable human settlements and shelter indicators and documented best

practices. The Centre's responsibilities will include providing assistance to

establish guidelines for national and local monitoring and evaluation of the

implementation of the Habitat Agenda through the use of housing and human

settlements indicator programmes. The data collection and analysis

capabilities of all these partners should be strengthened and assisted, where

appropriate, at all levels, especially at the local level.

183. As part of their commitment to strengthening their existing shelter- and

settlements-related data collection and analysis capabilities, Governments at

all levels, including local authorities, should continue to identify and

disseminate best practices, and should develop and apply shelter and human

settlements development indicators, including those that reflect the rights

and well-being of children. The key indicators, augmented by policy-oriented

national and subnational level indicators specific to the different regions,

and other relevant information, as appropriate, will be used by Governments

for assessing national implementation of the Habitat Agenda. The indicators

should cover key areas of the Habitat Agenda, such as shelter, health,

transport, energy, water supply, sanitation, employment and other aspects of

urban sustainability, empowerment, participation and local responsibility, and

should be gender-specific where possible. Such information, which should be

available and accessible to all, will be provided to the United Nations,

taking into account the different reporting procedures in the economic, social

and environmental fields, and the need for reporting procedures to reflect

diversity in regional, national, subnational and, in particular, local

characteristics and priorities. 

-----


