UNITED
NATIONS A

General Assembly
Distr.

LI M TED

A/ AC. 109/ L. 1848
18 July 1996

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

SPECI AL COW TTEE ON THE SI TUATI ON
W TH REGARD TO THE | MPLEMENTATI ON
OF THE DECLARATI ON ON THE GRANTI NG
OF | NDEPENDENCE TO COLONI AL
COUNTRI ES AND PECPLES
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Report of the Acting Chairman

1. At its 1442nd neeting, on 10 July 1995, the Special Committee adopted a
resol uti on concerning the question of sending visiting mssions to
Territories. 1/ The operative paragraphs of the resolution read as foll ows:

"The Special Comm ttee,

"1. Stresses the need to dispatch periodic visiting mssions to
Non- Sel f - Governing Territories in order to facilitate the full, speedy and
effective inplenentation of the Declaration on the Ganting of |Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples with respect to those Territories;

"2. Calls upon the adm nistering Powers to cooperate or continue to
cooperate with the United Nations by receiving United Nations visiting
mssions in the Territories under their adm nistration;

"3. Requests the adninistering Powers to consider the new approaches
in the work of the Special Committee and calls on themto cooperate with
the Conmttee in its efforts;

"4, Requests its Chairman to continue consultations with the
adm ni stering Powers concerned on the inplenentation of paragraph 2 of the
present resolution and to report thereon to the Special Conmittee as
appropriate.”
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2. An account of the consultations held by the Chairman in accordance wth

par agraph 4 of the resolution is set out bel ow

3. The Chairman hel d extensive consultations with representati ves of the
admi ni stering Powers on the question of sending visiting mssions to
Territories, in accordance with the nmandate entrusted to himby the Specia
Committee. |In drawing their attention to the resolution quoted above, as well
as to the related resolutions of the General Assenbly, the Chairnman informed the
representatives of the administering Powers that the Special Conmmttee continued
to attach the utnost inportance to the dispatch of United Nations visiting

m ssions to the Non-Self-Governing Territories as a neans of securing first-hand
information on those Territories. The Chairnman once again appeal ed to the
admi ni stering Powers to cooperate or continue to cooperate with the United
Nations in the sending of such missions. It was the understanding of the
Special Commttee, froman exchange of views that took place at its regiona

sem nars held in 1990, 1992, 1993, 1995 and 1996, 2/ that some territoria
Governments had expressed their willingness to receive United Nations visiting
m ssions. The Chai rman expressed the hope that, if such requests were nade, the
adm ni stering Powers concerned woul d cooperate and facilitate the dispatch of
such missions to those Territories.

4. The Chairman informed the adm nistering Powers that their full cooperation
was essential for the successful inplementation of the Plan of Action approved
by the General Assenbly for the International Decade for the Eradication of
Colonialism He took the opportunity to express his appreciation for their
cooperation in facilitating the participation of a nunber of representatives
from Non-Sel f-Governing Territories in the four senminars that the Specia
Comittee had organized within the context of the Decade. He brought the
attention of the adm nistering Powers to the conclusions and reconmendati ons of
the sem nar held at Port Moresby, and expressed the hope that they woul d
continue to extend the sanme cooperation to the Conmittee.

5. The Chairman recalled with satisfaction that, at the invitation of the
Governnment of New Zeal and and the Council of Faipule of Tokel au, the Specia
Committee had dispatched a United Nations Visiting Mssion to Tokelau in
July 1994.

6. As in previous years, a nunber of the adm nistering Powers consulted
reiterated their willingness to continue to provide all necessary information on
the Territories under their admnistration in fulfilment of their obligation
under Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations.

7. The representative of one adm nistering Power stated that his Government's
record on decol oni zati on had been good and that its position with regard to the
di spatch of visiting mssions to the Territories under its admnistration had
not changed. Those territorial CGovernnments willing to receive visiting

m ssi ons, however, should first consult with the adm ni steri ng Power concer ned.
Wth regard to the concept of decol onization, he said that the Territories under
his Governnent's administration had denocratically el ected Governnents and it
was up to themto decide their future status. So far, none of those Territories
had taken any action with regard to their future status.
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8. The representatives of two adm nistering Powers stated that they remained
open to any suggestions by local Governments in the Territories concerned
regarding their readiness to receive United Nations visiting mssions. The
representati ves nade reference to their respective conmmuni cations 3/ informng
the United Nations that they would stop participating in the work of the Specia
Committee and indicated that they did not foresee a change of policy in that
regard. However, they reiterated the commitnent of their Governments to fulfi
their obligations concerning transm ssion of information under Article 73 e of
the Charter.

9. The representative of one adm nistering Power stated that it was difficult
for his Governnent to facilitate the access of a visiting mssion to the
Territory concerned. He expressed the hope that the Secretary-Ceneral of the
United Nations woul d succeed in his ongoing efforts to bring the parties

concer ned toget her and nake possible the dispatch of a visiting mssion to the
Territory in the near future.

10. The representative of New Zeal and reiterated the readi ness of his
Governnent to continue, in accordance with established practice and procedure,
to provide the Commttee with all relevant information on Tokelau and to
participate in the related work of the Special Committee. The representative
expressed the hope that in view of the current constitutional devel opments in
Tokelau it would be possible for the people of the Territory to decide soon on
their future status, according to their own tine-frane.

11. The Chairman will keep the Special Commttee apprised of any further

devel opnents in his consultations with the adm nistering Powers concerned on

t his question.

12. Alist of the visiting m ssions dispatched by the Special Conmittee or by
the General Assenbly is contained in the annex to the present report.

Not es

1/ See A/50/23 (Part 11), chap. 1V, para. 20. The conplete report is to
be issued as Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fiftieth Session

Suppl enent No. 23 (A/ 50/ 23).

2/ Regi onal semi nars held in Vanuatu (A AC. 109/1040 and Corr.1) and
Bar bados (A/ AC. 109/1043) in 1990; in Genada (A AC. 109/1114) in 1992 and in
Papua New Cui nea (A/AC. 109/1159) in 1993; in Trinidad and Tobago (A/ AC. 109/ 2030)
in 1995 and Papua New Gui nea (A AC. 109/2058) in 1996. The first two were held
i n observance of the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration on the Ganting of
I ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peoples; the last four were held in the
context of the Plan of Action for the International Decade for the Eradication
of Col oni alism

3/ Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Forty-first Session
Suppl emrent No. 23 (A/41/23), chap. |, paras. 76 and 77, and A/ 47/ 86.
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Annex
VI SI TI NG M SSI ONS DI SPATCHED BY THE SPECI AL COWM TTEE
OR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
1965 Cook Islands (el ections supervision)

1966 Equat ori al Qui nea
1967 Aden
1968 Equat ori al Qui nea (referenduniel ections supervi sion)
1971 Papua New Guinea (jointly with the Trusteeship Council)
1972 N ue

Papua New Cui nea (el ections observation - jointly with the

Trust eeshi p Council)

1974 Ni ue (referendum observati on)

Cocos (Keeling) Islands

Gl bert and Ellice Islands (referendum observati on)
1975 Cape Verde

Mont serr at

Spani sh Sahar a

1976 British Virgin Islands
Tokel au

1977 French Somal il and (referenduniel ections observation)
Caynman | sl ands
United States Virgin Islands

1979 Quam
New Hebri des

1980 Turks and Caicos Islands (April)
Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Turks and Caicos |slands (Cctober/ Novenber) (el ections observation)

1981 Tokel au
Anmeri can Sanpa

1982 Mont serr at

1984 Cocos (Keeling) Islands (act of self-determnation)
Angui |l | a

1986 Tokel au
1989 Nam bi a (el ecti ons observati on)

1994 Tokel au



