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I. QUESTION OF THE NON-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES OF AMERICAN
SAMOA, ANGUILLA, BERMUDA, BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS, CAYMAN
ISLANDS, GUAM, MONTSERRAT, PITCAIRN, ST. HELENA, TOKELAU,
TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS AND UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS

A. Consideration by the Subcommittee

1. The Subcommittee on Small Territories, Petitions, Information and
Assistance considered the Territories of American Samoa, Anguilla, Bermuda,
British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Guam, Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena,
Tokelau, Turks and Caicos Islands and United States Virgin Islands en bloc at
its 696th to 702nd meetings, from 26 June to 8 July 1996.

2. During its consideration of these items, the Subcommittee had before it
working papers prepared by the Secretariat on those Territories (A/AC.109/2041
and Corr.1, 2043, 2044 and Add.1, 2045, 2047 and Add.1, 2050-2053, 2054 and
Add.1, 2055 and 2056).

3. The Subcommittee conducted a review of the political, economic and social
conditions in each of the Territories in the light of the information contained
in the working papers prepared by the Secretariat. The Subcommittee noted that
the information contained in the working papers was not always up to date and
that the Secretariat relied in some instances on published sources. The
Subcommittee requested the administering Powers to cooperate with the
Secretariat in furnishing information on the Territories.

4. In the course of its review, the Subcommittee considered all aspects of the
issues relating to the Non-Self-Governing Territories and focused attention on
the following:

(a) Progress or lack of progress in ascertaining the wishes of the
population of the Territories regarding their future status;

(b) The position of the territorial Governments and political parties and
constitutional developments on the question of the future status of the
Territories;

(c) The general socio-economic developments and specific problems faced by
some Territories in respect of environment, drug-trafficking, etc.;

(d) The dispatch of visiting missions and participation of representatives
of Non-Self-Governing Territories in the work of the Committee so that the
Committee can obtain first-hand information on the wishes of the population.

5. The Subcommittee noted that in some cases there was no up-to-date
information to ascertain the wishes of the population regarding their future
status. It remains convinced that the wishes and aspirations of the people of
the Territories should continue to guide the development of their future
political status and that referendums, free and fair elections, and other forms
of popular consultation play an important role in ascertaining the wishes and
aspirations of the people. The outcome of such exercises would help the
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Subcommittee in reviewing the list of the Non-Self-Governing Territories with
which the Special Committee is concerned. The Subcommittee was aware that some
of the Territories were not seeking independence but sought other options of
self-determination. The Subcommittee also noted that some Territories attached
priority to socio-economic development before making a choice as to their future
status.

6. The Subcommittee attached importance to a review of the list of the
Non-Self-Governing Territories in the light of the fact that the International
Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism by the year 2000 is well past its
mid-point.

7. In view of Tokelau’s own decision-making agenda and related changes to the
legislative framework for Tokelau, the Chairman of the Special Committee was
requested by the Permanent Representative of New Zealand to the United Nations
to allow the Administrator of Tokelau and the Failpule of Tokelau to appear
before the Special Committee to allow it to hear, at first hand, how decisions
on Tokelau’s future status are being made. Accordingly, the Subcommittee
recommended that this year the draft resolution on specific conditions
prevailing in Tokelau be considered and adopted by the Special Committee.

8. The Subcommittee reiterated its view that the cooperation of all
administering Powers was essential for the discharge of its mandate and resolved
that it should seek the cooperation of all administering Powers through
demonstration of a practical, flexible and innovative approach. The
Subcommittee was conscious of the changes in the international situation and the
consequent need to adapt its approach in tune with the changed circumstances.
The Subcommittee expressed its readiness to work with the administering Powers
in a spirit of constructive cooperation to achieve the goals of the United
Nations in respect of the Non-Self-Governing Territories. The Subcommittee
hoped that the administering Powers would take note of this new approach and
come forward with cooperation.

B. Draft general resolution

9. Having considered the question of the Non-Self-Governing Territories of
American Samoa, Anguilla, Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman
Islands, Guam, Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena, Tokelau, the Turks and Caicos
Islands and the United States Virgin Islands, the Subcommittee has decided to
recommend the following draft resolution for action by the Special Committee:

The Special Committee ,

Having considered the questions of the Non-Self-Governing Territories of
American Samoa, Anguilla, Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman
Islands, Guam, Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena, Tokelau, the Turks and Caicos
Islands and the United States Virgin Islands, hereinafter "the Territories",

Having examined the report of the Subcommittee on Small Territories,
Petitions, Information and Assistance,
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Recalling General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples, and all resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to
those Territories, including, in particular, the resolutions adopted by the
General Assembly at its fiftieth session on the individual Territories covered
by the present resolution,

Recognizing that the specific characteristics and the sentiments of the
peoples of the Territories require flexible, practical and innovative approaches
to the options of self-determination, without any prejudice to territorial size,
geographical location, size of population or natural resources,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 1541 (XV) of 15 December 1960,
containing the principles that should guide Member States in determining whether
or not an obligation exists to transmit the information called for under
Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations,

Expressing its concern that even three and a half decades after the
adoption of the Declaration there still remains a number of Non-Self-Governing
Territories,

Conscious of the need to ensure the full and speedy implementation of the
Declaration in respect of the Territories, in view of the target set by the
United Nations to eradicate colonialism by the year 2000,

Recognizing that in the decolonization process there is no alternative to
the principle of self-determination as enunciated by the General Assembly in its
resolutions 1514 (XV), 1541 (XV) and other resolutions,

Noting with appreciation the continuing exemplary cooperation of New
Zealand, as an administering Power, in the work of the Special Committee, and
welcoming the recent constitutional developments in Tokelau,

Welcoming the stated position of the Government of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland that it continues to take seriously its
obligations under the Charter of the United Nations to develop self-government
in the dependent Territories and, in cooperation with the locally elected
Governments, to ensure that their constitutional frameworks continue to meet the
wishes of the people, and the emphasis that it is ultimately for the peoples of
the Territories to decide their future status,

Noting the stated position of the Government of the United States of
America that it supports fully the principles of decolonization and takes
seriously its obligations under the Charter of the United Nations to promote to
the utmost the well-being of the inhabitants of the Territories under United
States administration,

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical location and
economic conditions of each Territory, and bearing in mind the necessity of
promoting economic stability and diversifying and strengthening further the
economies of the respective Territories as a matter of priority,
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Conscious of the particular vulnerability of the small Territories to
natural disasters and environmental degradation,

Aware of the usefulness both to the Territories and to the Special
Committee of the participation of appointed and elected representatives of the
Territories in the work of the Special Committee,

Convinced that the wishes and aspirations of the peoples of the Territories
should continue to guide the development of their future political status and
that referendums, free and fair elections, and other forms of popular
consultation play an important role in ascertaining the wishes and aspirations
of the people,

Convinced that any negotiations to determine the status of a Territory must
not take place without an active involvement and participation of the people of
that Territory,

Recognizing that all available options for self-determination are valid as
long as they are in accordance with the freely expressed wishes of the peoples
concerned and in conformity with the clearly defined principles contained in
General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV), 1541 (XV) and other Assembly
resolutions,

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide an effective means of
ascertaining the situation in the Territories, and considering that the
possibility of sending further visiting missions to the Territories at an
appropriate time and in consultation with the administering Powers should be
kept under review,

Mindful also that the holding of the seminars in the Caribbean and Pacific
regions alternately and at United Nations Headquarters or any other venue, as
appropriate, provides an effective means for the Special Committee to discharge
its mandate and promote the goals of the International Decade for the
Eradication of Colonialism by the year 2000,

Mindful further that some Territories have not had any United Nations
visiting mission for a long period of time,

Noting with appreciation the contribution to the development of some
Territories by specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system, in particular the United Nations Development Programme, and
regional institutions such as the Caribbean Development Bank,

1. Approves the report of the Subcommittee on Small Territories,
Petitions, Information and Assistance relating to American Samoa, Anguilla,
Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands, Guam, Montserrat,
Pitcairn, St. Helena, Tokelau, the Turks and Caicos Islands and the United
States Virgin Islands;

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the peoples of the Territories to
self-determination, including, if they so wish, independence, in conformity with
the Charter of the United Nations and General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV),
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containing the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples;

3. Reaffirms also that it is ultimately for the peoples of the
Territories themselves to determine freely their future political status in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter, the Declaration and the
relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, and in that connection calls upon
the administering Powers, in cooperation with the territorial Governments, to
facilitate programmes of political education in the Territories in order to
foster an awareness among the people of the legitimate political status options
open to them in the exercise of their right to self-determination;

4. Requests the administering Powers, having ascertained the views of the
peoples of the Territories, regularly to report to the Secretary-General on the
wishes and aspirations of the people regarding their future political status;

5. Stresses the need to seek further ways and means to enhance the
Special Committee’s understanding of the conditions and wishes of the peoples of
the Territories;

6. Requests the administering Powers and the representatives of the
peoples of the Territories to assist the Special Committee by inviting the
United Nations visiting missions at appropriate times to monitor the status of
the Territories;

7. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering Powers under the
Charter to promote the economic and social development and to preserve the
cultural identity of the Territories, and recommends that priority continue to
be given, in consultation with the territorial Governments concerned, to the
strengthening and diversification of their respective economies;

8. Requests the administering Powers in consultation with the peoples of
the Territories to take all necessary measures to protect and conserve the
environment of the Territories under their administration against any
environmental degradation, and requests the specialized agencies concerned to
continue to monitor environmental conditions in those Territories;

9. Calls upon the administering Powers, in cooperation with the
respective territorial Governments, to continue to take all necessary measures
to counter problems related to drug trafficking, money laundering and other
offences;

10. Stresses that the achievement of the declared goal of eradication of
colonialism by the year 2000 requires the full and constructive cooperation of
all parties concerned, in particular the administering Powers;

11. Urges Member States to contribute to the efforts of the United Nations
to usher in the twenty-first century in a world free of colonialism, and calls
upon them to continue to give their full support to the Special Committee in its
endeavours towards that noble goal;

/...



A/AC.109/L.1843
English
Page 8

12. Invites the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system to initiate or to continue to take all necessary measures to
accelerate progress in the social and economic life of the Territories;

13. Decides to continue the examination of the question of the small
Territories in order to assist the peoples of the Territories to exercise their
right to self-determination, and to report thereon to the General Assembly at
its fifty-first session.

C. Draft resolutions on specific conditions prevailing in
American Samoa, Anguilla, Bermuda, British Virgin
Islands, Cayman Islands, Guam, Montserrat, Pitcairn,
St. Helena, Turks and Caicos Islands and United States
Virgin Islands

1. American Samoa

The Special Committee ,

Referring to the general resolution above,

Noting the report by the administering Power that most American Samoan
leaders express satisfaction with the island’s present relationship with the
United States of America,

Noting the non-participation of the representatives of the people of
American Samoa in the last two regional seminars,

Noting also that the Government of the Territory continues to have
significant financial, budgetary and internal control problems and that the
Territory’s deficit and financial condition are compounded by the high demand
for government services from the rapidly growing population, a limited economic
and tax base, and recent natural disasters,

Noting further that the Territory, similar to isolated communities with
limited funds, continues to experience lack of adequate medical facilities and
other infrastructural requirements, especially the provision of safe drinking
water to all villages in American Samoa,

Aware of the efforts of the Government of the Territory to control and
reduce expenditures, while continuing its programme of expanding and
diversifying the local economy,

1. Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind the views of the
people of the Territory ascertained through a democratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General informed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status;

2. Calls upon the administering Power to continue to assist the
territorial Government in the economic and social development of the Territory,
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including measures to rebuild financial management capabilities and
strengthening other governmental functions of the Government of the Territory.

2. Anguilla

The Special Committee ,

Referring to the general resolution above,

Noting the non-receipt of up-to-date information on the Territory from the
administering Power and that a last visiting mission took place in 1984,

Noting also that information considered by the Subcommittee was made
available from published sources,

Conscious of the commitment of both the Government of Anguilla and the
administering Power to a new and closer policy of dialogue and partnership
through the Country Policy Plan for 1993-1997,

Aware of the efforts of the Government of Anguilla to continue to develop
the Territory as a viable offshore centre and well-regulated financial centre
for investors, by enacting modern company and trust laws, as well as partnership
and insurance legislation, and computerizing the company registry system,

Noting the need for continued cooperation between the administering Power
and the territorial Government in tackling the problems of drug trafficking and
money laundering,

1. Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind the views of the
people of the Territory ascertained through a democratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General informed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status;

2. Calls upon the administering Power and all countries, organizations
and United Nations agencies to continue to assist the Territory in social and
economic development.

3. Bermuda

The Special Committee ,

Referring to the general resolution above,

Noting the results of the independence referendum held on 16 August 1995,

Conscious of the different viewpoints of the political parties of the
Territory on the future status of the Territory,

Noting the measures taken by the Government to combat racism and the plan
to set up a Commission for Unity and Racial Equality,
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Noting with concern the report in the Royal Gazette of 23 November 1995
that approximately 19 per cent of Bermuda’s households live in a state of
poverty and continue to receive some form of assistance from the Government,

Noting also the report of the intended closure of the foreign military
bases and installations in the Territory,

Taking into consideration the statement made in October 1995 by the Finance
Minister for the transfer of those lands for development projects,

1. Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind the views of the
people of the Territory ascertained through a democratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General informed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status;

2. Calls upon the administering Power to continue its programmes of
socio-economic development of the Territory;

3. Also requests the administering Power to elaborate, in consultation
with the territorial Government, programmes of development specifically intended
to alleviate the economic, social and environmental consequences of the closure
of certain military bases and installations in the Territory.

4. British Virgin Islands

The Special Committee ,

Referring to the general resolution above,

Noting the completion of the constitutional review in the Territory and the
coming into force of the amended Constitution, and noting also the results of
the general elections held on 20 February 1995,

Noting further the results of the constitutional review of 1993-1994, which
made it clear that a prerequisite to independence must be a constitutionally
expressed wish by the people as a result of a referendum,

Taking note of the statement made in 1995 by the Chief Minister of the
British Virgin Islands that the Territory was ready for constitutional and
political advancement towards full internal self-government and that the
administering Power should assist through gradual transfer of power to elected
territorial representatives,

Noting that the Territory is emerging as one of the world’s leading
offshore financial centres,

Noting also the need for continued cooperation between the administering
Power and the territorial Government in countering drug trafficking and money
laundering,
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1. Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind the views of the
people of the Territory ascertained through a democratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General informed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status;

2. Also requests the administering Power, specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system and all financial institutions to
continue to provide assistance to the Territory for socio-economic development
and development of human resources, bearing in mind the vulnerability of the
Territory to external factors.

5. Cayman Islands

The Special Committee ,

Referring to the general resolution above,

Noting the non-receipt of up-to-date information on the Territory from the
administering Power and that a last visiting mission took place in 1977,

Noting also that information considered by the Subcommittee was made
available from published sources,

Noting the constitutional review of 1992-1993, according to which the
population expressed the sentiment that the existing relations with the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland should be maintained and that the
current status of the Territory should not be altered,

Aware that the Territory has one of the highest per capita incomes in the
region, a stable political climate, and virtually no unemployment,

Noting also the actions taken by the territorial Government to implement
its localization programme to promote increased participation of the local
population in the decision-making process in the Cayman Islands,

Noting with concern the vulnerability of the Territory to drug trafficking
and related activities,

Noting further the measures taken by the authorities to deal with those
problems,

Noting that the Territory has emerged as one of the world’s leading
offshore financial centres,

1. Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind the views of the
people of the Territory ascertained through a democratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General informed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status;

2. Also requests the administering Power, the specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system to continue to provide the
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territorial Government with all required expertise to enable it to achieve its
socio-economic aims;

3. Calls upon the administering Power and the territorial Government to
continue to cooperate to counter problems related to money laundering, smuggling
of funds and other related crimes, as well as drug trafficking;

4. Requests the administering Power, in consultation with the territorial
Government, to continue to facilitate the expansion of the current programme of
securing employment for the local population, in particular at the
decision-making level.

6. Guam

The Special Committee ,

Referring to the general resolution above,

Recalling that, in a referendum held in 1987, the people of Guam endorsed a
draft Guam Commonwealth Act that would establish a new framework for relations
between the Territory and the administering Power, providing for an increased
measure of internal self-government for Guam and recognition of the right of the
people of Guam to self-determination for the Territory,

Recalling also the requests by elected representatives and non-governmental
organizations of the Territory that Guam not be removed from the list of the
Non-Self-Governing Territories with which the Special Committee is concerned
pending the exercise of self-determination by the Chamorro people,

Aware of the continued negotiations between the administering Power and the
territorial Government on the draft Guam Commonwealth Act and on the future
status of the Territory, with particular emphasis on the question of the
evolution of the relationship between the United States of America and Guam,

Cognizant that the administering Power continues to implement its programme
of transferring surplus federal land to the Government of Guam,

Noting that the people of the Territory have called for reform in the
programme of the administering Power with respect to the thorough, unconditional
and expeditious transfer of land property to the people of Guam,

Conscious that immigration into Guam has resulted in the indigenous
Chamorros becoming a minority in their homeland,

Aware of the potential for diversifying and developing the economy of Guam
through commercial fishing and agriculture and other viable activities,

Taking note of the proposed closing and realigning of four United States
Navy installations on Guam and the request for the establishment of a transition
period to develop some of the closed facilities as commercial enterprises,
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Recalling the dispatch in 1979 of a United Nations visiting mission to the
Territory and noting the recommendation of the 1996 Pacific Regional Seminar for
sending a visiting mission to Guam,

1. Calls upon the administering Power to facilitate the exercise of
self-determination by the Chamorro people of Guam for the Territory, as endorsed
by the people of Guam in the draft Guam Commonwealth Act, and to keep the
Secretary-General informed of the progress to that end;

2. Requests the administering Power to continue to assist the elected
territorial Government in achieving its political, economic and social goals;

3. Also requests the administering Power, in cooperation with the
territorial Government, to continue the transfer of land to the people of the
Territory and to take the necessary steps to safeguard their property rights;

4. Further requests the administering Power to continue to recognize and
respect the political rights and the cultural and ethnic identity of the
Chamorro people and to take all necessary measures to respond to the concerns of
the territorial Government with regard to the immigration issue;

5. Requests the administering Power to implement programmes specifically
intended to promote the sustainable development of economic activities and
enterprises by the Chamorro people;

6. Also requests the administering Power to continue to support
appropriate measures by the territorial Government aimed at promoting growth in
commercial fishing and agriculture and other viable activities.

7. Montserrat

The Special Committee ,

Referring to the general resolution above,

Noting the non-receipt of up-to-date information on the Territory from the
administering Power and that a last visiting mission took place in 1982,

Noting also that information considered by the Subcommittee was made
available from published sources,

Noting the functioning of a democratic process in Montserrat,

Taking note of the reported statement of the Chief Minister that his
preference was for independence within a political union with the Organization
of Eastern Caribbean States and that self-reliance was more of a priority than
independence,

Noting with concern the dire consequences of a volcanic eruption, which led
to the evacuation of a third of the Territory’s population to safe areas of the
island,
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Noting also the efforts of the administering Power and the Government of
the Territory to meet the emergency situation caused by the volcanic eruption,
including the implementation of a wide range of contingency measures for both
private and public sectors in Montserrat,

Noting further the coordinated response measures taken by the United
Nations Development Programme and the assistance of the United Nations disaster
management team,

Noting with deep concern that a substantial number of the inhabitants of
the Territory continue to live in shelters because of volcanic activity,

1. Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind the views of the
people of the Territory ascertained through a democratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General informed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status;

2. Calls upon the administering Power, the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system, as well as regional and other
organizations to provide urgent emergency assistance to the Territory in
alleviating the consequences of the volcanic eruption.

8. Pitcairn

The Special Committee ,

Referring to the general resolution above,

Taking into account the unique nature of Pitcairn in terms of population
and area,

Expressing its satisfaction with the continued economic and social
advancement of the Territory, as well as with the improvement of its
communications with the outside world and its management plan to address
conservation issues,

1. Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind the views of the
people of the Territory ascertained through a democratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General informed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status;

2. Also requests the administering Power to continue its assistance for
the improvement of the economic, social, educational and other conditions of the
population of the Territory.
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9. St. Helena

The Special Committee ,

Referring to the general resolution above,

Taking into account the unique character of the Territory, its population
and its natural resources,

Aware of the request by the Legislative Council of St. Helena that the
administering Power conduct a constitutional review in the Territory,

Noting the statement of 1995 by the administering Power that the Governor
of the island would be ready to enter into debate on a constitutional review of
St. Helena,

Aware of the establishment by the Government of the Territory of the
Development Agency in 1995 to encourage private sector commercial development on
the island,

Aware of the efforts of the administering Power and the territorial
authorities to improve the socio-economic conditions of the population of
St. Helena, in particular in the sphere of food production,

1. Requests the administering Power to conduct the constitutional review
in the Territory, taking into account the wishes of its population;

2. Also requests the administering Power, bearing in mind the views of
the people of the Territory ascertained through a democratic process, to keep
the Secretary-General informed of the wishes and aspirations of the people
regarding their future political status;

3. Further requests the administering Power and relevant regional and
international organizations to continue to support the efforts of the
territorial Government to address the socio-economic development of the
Territory.

10. Turks and Caicos Islands

The Special Committee ,

Referring to the general resolution above,

Noting the recent petition by the political leaders of the Territory
addressed to the administering Power to recall the Governor and the decision by
the administering Power to reject that petition,

Noting with interest the statement made and the information on the
political and economic situation in the Turks and Caicos Islands provided by the
Deputy Chief Minister of the Territory to the Pacific Regional Seminar held at
Port Moresby in June 1996,
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Taking note of the request by the Deputy Chief Minister of the Territory
addressed to the Special Committee to visit the Territory and ascertain the
wishes of the people of the Turks and Caicos Islands with regard to preparing
themselves for self-government,

Noting also the establishment in November 1995 of the Action Committee for
Political Independence, formed by prominent political figures from different
parties, and its stated goal of educating the population to the disadvantages of
the present colonial status and the benefits of independence,

Noting further the efforts by the Government of the Territory to strengthen
financial management in the public sector, including efforts to increase
revenue,

Noting with concern the vulnerability of the Territory to drug trafficking
and related activities, as well as its problems caused by illegal immigration,

Noting the need for continued cooperation between the administering Power
and the territorial Government in countering drug trafficking and money
laundering,

1. Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind the views of the
people of the Territory ascertained through a democratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General informed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status;

2. Invites the administering Power to take fully into account the wishes
and interests of the Government and the people of the Turks and Caicos Islands
in the governance of the Territory;

3. Calls upon the administering Power and the relevant regional and
international organizations to continue to provide assistance for the
improvement of the economic, social, educational and other conditions of the
population of the Territory;

4. Calls upon the administering Power and the territorial Government to
continue to cooperate to counter problems related to money laundering, smuggling
of funds and other related crimes, as well as drug trafficking.

11. United States Virgin Islands

The Special Committee ,

Referring to the general resolution above,

Noting that general elections were held in November 1994,

Noting also that 27.5 per cent of the electorate participated in the
referendum on the political status of the Territory on 11 October 1993, and that
80.4 per cent of those who voted supported the existing territorial status
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arrangements with the United States of America, and that the referendum left the
status issue undecided,

Noting further the continuing interest of the territorial Government in
seeking associate membership in the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States and
observer status in the Caribbean Community,

Noting the necessity of further diversifying the Territory’s economy,

Noting also that the question of Water Island is still under discussion
between the Government of the Territory and the administering Power,

Noting further the efforts of the Government of the Territory to promote
the Territory as an offshore financial services centre,

Noting with satisfaction that the Territory joined the International Drug
Enforcement Conference as a full member in 1995, which would strengthen its
capability to combat illegal drug trafficking,

Recalling the dispatch in 1977 of a United Nations visiting mission to the
Territory,

1. Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind the views of the
people of the Territory ascertained through a democratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General informed of the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding
their future political status;

2. Requests the administering Power to continue to assist the territorial
Government in achieving its political, economic and social goals;

3. Also requests the administering Power to facilitate the participation
of the Territory, as appropriate, in various organizations, in particular the
Organization of Eastern Caribbean States and the Caribbean Community;

4. Welcomes the negotiations between the administering Power and the
territorial Government on the question of Water Island.

II. QUESTION OF DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON DECOLONIZATION

A. Consideration by the Subcommittee

10. In accordance with its programme of work for 1996, adopted at its
696th meeting, on 24 June 1996, the Subcommittee on Small Territories,
Petitions, Information and Assistance considered the question of dissemination
of information on decolonization at its 700th to 702nd meetings, on 3 and
8 July 1996.

11. During its consideration of the question of dissemination of information on
decolonization, the Subcommittee held consultations with representatives of the
Department of Public Information and the Department of Political Affairs of the
Secretariat.

/...



A/AC.109/L.1843
English
Page 18

B. Statement by the representative of the Department
of Public Information

12. In his statement, the representative of the Department of Public
Information said that the Department’s report covered the activities undertaken
by the Department during the period from May 1995 to April 1996. The
Department’s multimedia activities included a wide range of issues pertaining to
decolonization. The adoption of General Assembly resolution 50/40 on
dissemination of information was highlighted by the Department’s news programmes
for broadcasting organizations worldwide and received emphasis in its press
releases in English and French.

13. As part of its regular coverage of United Nations activities, the
Department issued a total of 48 press releases in English and French on issues
relating to decolonization. During 1995, a wide range of information covering
all aspects of decolonization was processed by the staff of the United Nations
Yearbook for volume 48, covering the events of 1994, as well as for volume 43, a
backlog edition covering events in 1989; those volumes were being published in
1996 and 1997, respectively. In the special fiftieth anniversary commemorative
edition, published in August 1995, a major section entitled "Emerging nations"
covered issues relating to the end of the International Trusteeship system, the
status of the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories, the thirtieth
anniversary of the 1960 Declaration, and the dismantling of the colonial system,
including case studies on Algeria, Angola, Mozambique, Namibia and Southern
Rhodesia. The Department also continued to distribute the poster on
decolonization, published in 1994 in English, French and Spanish, entitled
"Complete Decolonization by the Year 2000 - Freedom to Choose."

14. The Department produced 48 radio programmes which covered a wide range of
activities related to decolonization. Related activities within the United
Nations system were also televised and disseminated through feeds and dubs made
available to networks and other television stations and through packages of
television news and video highlights provided to international news syndicators.
The Department’s Audio/Visual Library continued to make tapes and cassettes
available to correspondents, delegates, United Nations radio producers and
outside producers on decolonization issues.

15. The worldwide network of 68 United Nations information centres and services
continued to distribute the Department’s information materials relating to
decolonization, through the local media, non-governmental organizations and
educational institutions. The same materials also formed part of United Nations
Information Centres reference library collections. Whenever appropriate, the
Centres incorporated such information in their briefings on the work of the
Organization as well as in their newsletters. The United Nations Information
Centre at Port-of-Spain assisted the Special Committee during the Caribbean
Regional Seminar on decolonization held from 3 to 5 July 1995. Audio material
recorded during the Seminar, including special interviews, was sent to
Headquarters for production of radio programmes for global distribution.
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C. Statement by the representative of the Department
of Political Affairs

16. In his statement before the Subcommittee, the representative of the
Department of Political Affairs reviewed the Department’s activities in 1995 in
the area of dissemination of information on decolonization. He drew the
attention of the Subcommittee members to the provisions of the most recent
General Assembly resolution on dissemination of information on decolonization
(resolution 50/40) with regard to the functions of Department of Political
Affairs.

17. In the light of the provisions of that resolution, the work of the
Department in the dissemination of information was focused on three major areas:
(a) oral dissemination of information through personal contacts of the
Department’s officers with leading experts on Non-Self-Governing Territories,
representatives from academia and media organizations; (b) the systematic
distribution of documents on decolonization issues, in close cooperation with
the Department of Public Information, particularly in connection with regional
seminars and events in other forums, at United Nations Headquarters and
elsewhere; and (c) various contributions prepared by the Department of Political
Affairs for recurrent or occasional United Nations publications. All these
activities were closely coordinated with the relevant departments and services
of the United Nations Secretariat, first and foremost with the Department’s
longstanding partner, the Department of Public Information.

18. One area in which the contribution of the Department of Political Affairs
was considered important was, as in the previous years, the political advice and
up-to-date information provided by the Department to the Department of Public
Information in the preparation of published materials. Continuing its past
practice, the Department cooperated with the Department of Public Information in
the preparation of relevant chapters for the 1995 United Nations Yearbook . The
questions covered in that contribution included, actions by the General Assembly
and its subsidiary bodies, implementation of the resolutions on decolonization
by the specialized agencies, foreign economic and other interests in the
Territories, scholarship programmes and training for the inhabitants of the
Non-Self-Governing Territories and other decolonization issues. In this context
the representative of the Department of Political Affairs mentioned the updating
of information that the Department undertook for various organizations’
Yearbooks, including those distributed through electronic media. He also said
that desk officers of the Department responsible for decolonization continued to
provide an ongoing consultation for the United Nations tour guides on the
decolonization questions for the general public visiting Headquarters.

19. The Department availed itself of the opportunity provided by the seminars
organized by the Special Committee away from Headquarters to disseminate
information on decolonization. The representative of the Department stated
that, given the diminished human resources of the Department of Political
Affairs involved in servicing decolonization bodies and providing working
documents on decolonization issues to the General Assembly and its subsidiary
bodies, it was becoming more and more difficult to attend to various requests
from academia, the general public and individuals for specific information on
decolonization. The regional seminars provided a unique opportunity to
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accomplish several major tasks at one time. It helped the Department to collect
up-to-date information on the political and constitutional developments in the
Territories through discussions with representatives from the Non-Self-Governing
Territories, as well as experts and non-governmental organizations active in the
field of decolonization; the Department achieved a great deal by directly
disseminating in bulk various working documents of the Special Committee and its
subsidiary bodies as well as other material published by the Department of
Public Information at the venue of the seminar. The recent Pacific Regional
Seminar had offered an excellent opportunity for dissemination of information.
The direct contact and exchange of information with the administrator of
Tokelau, the Chief Minister of Gibraltar and the Deputy Chief Minister of the
Turks and Caicos Islands, as well as representatives from New Caledonia, East
Timor and the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) and other participants, was useful in
rendering the services of the Department on the work of the Special Committee.

20. The Department of Political Affairs also attached great importance to the
distribution of information on decolonization, and took particular care to reply
to individual requests for information on the work of the United Nations in the
field of decolonization, although those requests seemed to have diminished in
recent years. The Department maintained regular and fruitful contacts with
regional and intergovernmental organizations, both in the Caribbean and the
Pacific regions, especially CARICOM, the Eastern Caribbean Development Bank, the
Caribbean Development Bank and the South Pacific Forum. The valuable input from
those organizations on the issues facing small island Non-Self-Governing
Territories enabled the Department to undertake more thorough analysis of the
problems faced by those Territories and to reflect them adequately in the
working papers. The representative of the Department said that that source was
becoming even more important in the absence of up-to-date information on the
Territories from some of the administering Powers.

21. The representative of the Department assured the Subcommittee that the
Department would make every effort to fulfil the mandate within the limits of
its diminished resources and the financial constraints facing the Organization.
He concluded by saying that the Department of Political Affairs would take into
consideration the guidelines and recommendations the Subcommittee would make at
the conclusion of its current session.

D. Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of All Colonial
Territories, Fighting for Freedom, Independence and
Human Rights (27-31 May 1996 )

22. In accordance with the programme of work for 1996 adopted by the Special
Committee at its 1454th meeting, on 16 February 1996, the Subcommittee on Small
Territories, Petitions, Information and Assistance was to consider the question
of the Week of Solidarity at its meetings in May 1996. Since the Pacific
Regional Seminar was held from 12 to 14 June 1996, the meetings of the
Subcommittee scheduled for May had to be moved to a later date. Since the dates
for the Week of Solidarity were in close proximity to the Pacific Regional
Seminar, the Chairman found it most appropriate to make the statement on the
occasion of the Week of Solidarity at the Seminar on 14 June 1996. The
statement was as follows:
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"Since 1972, in accordance with General Assembly resolution
2911 (XXVII), the Governments and peoples of the world have been observing
annually a Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of All Colonial Territories.
This celebration is in full accord with the purposes and tenets embodied in
the Charter of the United Nations and is in conformity with the principles
enshrined in the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, contained in Assembly resolution 1514 (XV).

"Today, when our Organization takes a closer look at its achievements,
its success in the field of decolonization is universally recognized.
Hundreds of millions gained their freedom and independence in the surge of
decolonization following the creation of the United Nations. Their
membership in the United Nations as sovereign States strengthened the
fundamental basis of the international community.

"We remember the history of the struggles against colonialism and pay
tribute to all those who took part in them. We remain mindful of the
sacrifices that made it possible for hundreds of millions of peoples to
achieve self-determination and independence.

"However important the success in the field of decolonization, the
task is still unfinished in that area and requires further concerted and
determined action on the part of all those involved. There are still
peoples who have not been able to exercise their right to
self-determination. These are mostly peoples of small island
Non-Self-Governing Territories located mainly in the Pacific and Caribbean
regions. They are confronted, inter alia , by problems of their small size,
low population, geographic remoteness, limited natural resources and
vulnerability to natural disasters. Their situations require new and
innovative solutions geared towards the implementation of the International
Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism launched by the General Assembly
in 1988.

"Convinced as we are that in the decolonization process there is no
alternative to the principle of self-determination, we once again reiterate
the legitimacy of all options of self-determination consistent with General
Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) and 1541 (XV) as long as it is ascertained
that they are the freely expressed wishes of the peoples concerned. We
should continue to exercise flexibility and realism in our endeavours to
complete the process of decolonization. The wishes of the peoples of the
Non-Self-Governing Territories should not be ignored when examining once
again the options of self-determination available to them.

"In that connection, we further appeal for the strengthened and
continued support of the administering Powers, whose cooperation with the
Special Committee is essential for the progress of the Territories towards
self-determination. We count on the support of the specialized agencies,
which should continue to assist the Non-Self-Governing Territories in
enhancing their standard of living and promoting their self-sufficiency.
We count on regional and international organizations, which should explore
new avenues to provide the Non-Self-Governing Territories with legal and
political opportunities for participating in programmes that relate to
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their environment and livelihood. We count on support for our efforts from
all Member States and non-governmental organizations.

"We hope and believe that our combined, unrelenting efforts will
ensure the fulfilment of the promise for freedom, lasting peace, sustained
growth and sustainable development for all the peoples of our planet in
accordance with the purposes and principles of the United Nations."

E. Draft resolution on dissemination of information
on decolonization

23. Having concluded its examination of the item, the Subcommittee decided to
recommend the following draft resolution for action by the Special Committee:

The Special Committee ,

Having examined questions relating to the dissemination of information on
decolonization,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples, and other resolutions and decisions of the United Nations
concerning the dissemination of information on decolonization, in particular
General Assembly resolution 50/40 of 6 December 1995,

Recognizing the need for flexible, practical and innovative approaches
towards reviewing the options of self-determination for the peoples of
Non-Self-Governing Territories with a view to achieving complete decolonization
by the year 2000,

Reiterating the importance of dissemination of information as an instrument
for furthering the aims of the Declaration, and mindful of the role of world
public opinion in effectively assisting the peoples of Non-Self-Governing
Territories to achieve self-determination,

Aware of the role of non-governmental organizations in the dissemination of
information on decolonization,

1. Approves the activities in the field of dissemination of information
on decolonization undertaken by the Department of Public Information and the
Department of Political Affairs;

2. Considers it important to continue its efforts to ensure the widest
possible dissemination of information on decolonization, with particular
emphasis on the options of self-determination available for the peoples of
Non-Self-Governing Territories;

3. Requests the Department of Political Affairs and the Department of
Public Information to take into account the suggestions of the Special Committee
to continue their efforts to take measures through all the media available,
including publications, radio and television, as well as the Internet, to give
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publicity to the work of the United Nations in the field of decolonization and,
inter alia :

(a) To continue to collect, prepare and disseminate, particularly to the
Territories, basic material on the issues of self-determination of the peoples
of Non-Self-Governing Territories;

(b) To seek the full cooperation of the administering Powers in the
discharge of the tasks referred to above;

(c) To maintain a working relationship with the appropriate regional and
intergovernmental organizations, particularly in the Pacific and Caribbean
regions, by holding periodic consultations and exchanging information;

(d) To encourage involvement of non-governmental organizations in the
dissemination of information on decolonization;

(e) To report to the Special Committee on measures taken in the
implementation of the present resolution;

4. Requests all States, including the administering Powers, to continue
to extend their cooperation in the dissemination of information referred to in
paragraph 2 above.

III. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

24. Having carefully examined the situation in the Non-Self-Governing
Territories and the question of dissemination of information on decolonization,
the Subcommittee adopted by consensus the texts of the preceding draft
resolutions, and conclusions and recommendations contained therein, at its
702nd meeting, on 8 July 1996, for action by the Special Committee.

25. At the same meeting, the Subcommittee adopted the present report.

-----


