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. DRAFT RESOLUTI ONS AND DECI SI ONS RECOMVENDED FOR
ADOPTI ON BY THE ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COUNCI L

A. Draft resolutions

l. Question of human rights and states of energency

The Econom c and Soci al Counci

Taki ng note of Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts resol uti on 1996/ 36 of
19 April 1996 and Sub- Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities resolution 1995/33 of 24 August 1995, entitled
"Question of human rights and states of energency"”,

1. Appr oves the request of the Sub-Conmission to the
Speci al Rapporteur on human rights and states of emergency,
M. Leandro Despouy, to fulfil his mandate, in particular relating to (a) the
updating of the lists of States which have procl ai ned, extended or term nated
a state of energency; (b) the subm ssion of conclusions and recomendati ons
concerni ng non-derogable rights in states or situations of energency; and
(c) the continuation of his consultations on the establishnent of a database
on states of enmergency and rel ated human ri ghts questions;

2. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the Special Rapporteur
with the necessary human and nmaterial resources to fulfil his mandate.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 36,
and chap. VIIIl.]

([ Question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention agai nst
Torture and O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or

Puni shrrent

The Econom c and Soci al Counci

Taki ng note of Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts resol ution 1996/ 37
of 19 April 1996,

1. Aut hori zes an open-ended wor ki ng group of the Conmi ssion on Human
Rights to neet for a period of two weeks prior to the fifty-third session of
the Conmission in order to continue the elaboration of a draft optiona
protocol to the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, |nhunman or
Degradi ng Treatnent or Puni shnent;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to extend to the working group al
the necessary facilities for its neetings and to transnit the report of the
wor ki ng group (E/CN. 4/1996/28) to Governnents, the specialized agencies, the
chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodi es and the intergovernnmental and
non- gover nment al or gani zati ons concer ned.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 37,
and chap. VIIIl.]



I11. Wrking group of the Comri ssion on Human Rights to el aborate a
draft declaration in accordance with paragraph 5 of
Ceneral Assenbly resolution 49/214 of 23 Decenber 1994

The Econom c and Soci al Counci

Taki ng note of Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts resol uti on 1996/ 38
of 19 April 1996,

1. Aut hori zes the open-ended inter-sessional working group of the
Conmi ssion on Hurman Ri ghts established in accordance with resol ution 1995/ 32
of the Conmi ssion on Hunman Rights to neet for a period of 10 working days
prior to the fifty-third session of the Conm ssion, the costs of the neeting
to be net fromw thin existing resources;

2. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to extend all necessary facilities,
fromw thin existing United Nations resources, to the working group for its
neeti ngs.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 38,
and chap. XXII1I.]

I V. Protection of the heritage of indigenous people

The Econom c and Soci al Counci

Taki ng note of Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts resol uti on 1996/ 63
of 23 April 1996 and resol ution 1995/40 of 25 August 1995 of the
Sub- Comi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,

1. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to transnmit the final report of the
Speci al Rapporteur on the protection of the heritage of indi genous peopl e,
Ms. Erica-lrene A Daes, with its annex, as soon as possible to Governnents,
speci al i zed agenci es, indigenous people's communities and organi zati ons, and
i ntergovernnmental and non-governmental organi zati ons concerned, for their
conmment s;

2. Requests the Special Rapporteur to prepare a supplenentary report
on the basis of the comments and information received from CGovernnents,
i ndi genous communi ti es and ot her organi zati ons concerned and to include in it
a chapter concerning relevant activities undertaken in other forums, such as
the United Nations Devel opnment Programme, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, the Food and Agricul ture O ganization of
the United Nations, the Wrld Intellectual Property O ganization and the Wrld
Trade Organi zation, and to take into consideration, inter alia, the Convention
on Biological Diversity, the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa and other relevant internationa
i nstruments;

3. Al so requests the Special Rapporteur to submt her suppl enmentary
report to the Sub-Commission at its forty-eighth session

- 14 -



4, Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the Special Rapporteur
with all the necessary assistance to enable her to carry out her mandate and
to conplete the study successfully;

5. Deci des that the basic and conprehensive study prepared by the
Speci al Rapporteur on the protection of the cultural and intellectual property
of indi genous people (E/ CN. 4/ Sub.2/1993/28) shall be published in all officia
| anguages and di ssem nated wi del y.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/63,
and chap. XXII1I.]

V. Question of a draft declaration on the right and responsibility of

i ndi viduals, groups and organs of society to pronote and protect
uni versally recogni zed human rights and fundanental freedons

The Econom c and Soci al Counci

Taki ng note of Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts resol uti on 1996/ 81 of
23 April 1996,

1. Aut hori zes an open-ended wor ki ng group of the Conmi ssion on Human
Rights to neet for a period of one week prior to the fifty-third session of
the Conmission in order to continue work on the el aboration of a draft
declaration on the right and responsibility of individuals, groups and organs
of society to pronote and protect universally recognized human rights and
fundanent al freedons;

2. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to extend all necessary facilities,
within existing United Nations resources, to the working group for its
neeti ngs.
[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/81,
and chap. Xl X ]

B. Draft decisions

1. Situation of human rights in Burundi

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts resolution 1996/1 of 27 March 1996:

(a) Approves the Commission’s decision to extend the mandate of the
Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Burundi for one year

(b) Endorses the Commission’s request to the Special Rapporteur to
report to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session and to the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session

[ See chap. 11, sect. A, resolution 1996/1,
and chap. X ]



2. | npl enentation of the Progranme of Action for the Third Decade to
Conbat Racism and Racial D scrinination

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Rights resolution 1996/8 of 11 April 1996, approves the Conmi ssion’s requests
to the Secretary-General

(a) To publish and distribute as soon as possible the nodel |egislation
on racismand racial discrimnation for the guidance of Governnents in the
enact ment of further |egislation against racial discrimnation

(b) To include the activities for the Third Decade not inplenented in
the 1994-1995 bi ennial programme in the future programme for the Decade and to
provi de the resources necessary for it;

(c) To ensure that the necessary financial resources are provided for
the inplenentation of the activities of the Third Decade during the
bi enni um 1996- 1997.

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, at the reconmendati on of the Commi ssion,
al so requests the Secretary-General to take the necessary neasures in order to
transmit to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session the results of his
consul tations with Menber States and intergovernmental as well as
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons on the possibility of holding a world
conference to combat racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia and rel ated
contenporary forms of intolerance

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/8,
and chap. Xl1.]

3. Question of the realization in all countries of the econonic

social and cultural rights contained in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and in the International Covenant on Econonic
Social and CQultural Rights, and study of special problens which the
devel opi ng countries face in their efforts to achieve these hunman
rights

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunman
Rights resolution 1996/ 11 of 11 April 1996, approves the Conmm ssion’s
recomendation to the Centre for Human Rights to convene, as a followup to
the 1993 sem nar on appropriate indicators to neasure achievenments in the
progressive realization of econom c, social and cultural rights, expert
sem nars focused on specific econom c, social and cultural rights with a view
to clarifying the particular content of these rights.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 11,
and chap. V.]



4, Effects on the full enjoynent of human rights of the economc

adjustment policies arising fromforeign debt and, in particular
on the inplenentation of the Declaration on the Right to

Devel opnent.

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resolution 1996/12 of 11 April 1996, approves the Conmm ssion’ s request
to the Secretary-General to establish a progranme unit in the Centre for Human
Rights for the pronotion of economic, social and cultural rights, in
particular those related to the debt burden of devel oping countries and the
i mpl enentation of the right to devel opnent.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/12,
and chap. V.]

5. The right to devel opnent

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resolution 1996/15 of 11 April 1996, deci des:

(a) To consider, in the ongoing discussions on its reform how best to
pronote systemw de action to pronote and protect the right to devel opnent,
for example including it for its consideration and conveying its concl usions
to relevant international bodies, including the Bretton Wods institutions;

(b) To deepen the review of all issues relevant to the inplenentation
of the right to devel opnent, including the pronotion of a favourable
i nternational and national econonic environment.

The Economic and Social Council endorses the Conmission's decision to
establish an intergovernmental group of experts with a mandate to el aborate a
strategy for the inplenentation and pronotion of the right to devel opnent, as
set forth in the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnment, in its integrated
and nul tidi mensi onal aspects, bearing in mnd the conclusions of the Wrking
Goup on the Right to Devel opnment, established by the Commi ssion on Hunman
Rights in resolution 1993/22 of 4 March 1993, and the concl usions of the
Wrld Conference on Human Rights and of the four Wirld Conferences (the
United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent, the Internationa
Conf erence on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, the World Sunmit for Socia
Devel opnent and the Fourth World Conference on Winen: Action for Equality,
Devel opnent and Peace).

The Council approves the Conmi ssion’s decision that:
(a) Such wor ki ng group be established for a two-year period,

(b) The worki ng group el aborate concrete and practical neasures for the
i mpl enentati on and pronotion of the right to devel opnent and submit a progress
report to the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session; the
wor ki ng group shall focus on the devel opnment of such a strategy, which should
i ncl ude recomendations for further practical measures for inplenmentation and
promotion, and report to the Commission at its fifty-fourth session;
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(c) The nmenbers of the working group will be appointed on the basis of
equi t abl e geographi cal representation, in consultation with the regi ona
groups, and of their conpetence and acquired experience in this field; and
urges that they acconplish their mandate;

(d) The worki ng group shall be conposed of 10 experts, nom nated by
Covernnents, to be appointed by the Chairnman of the Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts;

(e) The working group experts will be in consultation with the treaty
bodies and with the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts on al
i ssues relevant to the inplenentation of the right to devel opnent.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 15,
and chap. VI.]

6. Measures to conbat contenporary fornms of racism racial
di scrimnation, xenophobia and related intolerance

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resolution 1996/21 of 19 April 1996, approves the Conm ssion's decision
to extend for a period of three years the mandate of the Special Rapporteur to
exam ne incidents of contenporary fornms of racism racial discrimnation, any
formof discrimnation, inter alia against Blacks, Arabs and Misli ns,
xenophobi a, negrophobia, anti-Semtismand related intol erance, as well as
governnental neasures to overcone them and to report on these nmatters on a
yearly basis to the Comm ssion, beginning at its fifty-third session, and the
Conmi ssion's request that the Secretary-General provide the Special Rapporteur
with all the necessary assistance and resources in carrying out his mandate.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 21,
and chap. Xl1.]

7. I npl enentation of the Declaration on the Elinm nation of Al Forns
of Intolerance and of Discrimnation Based on Religion or Belief

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts resolution 1996/23 of 19 April 1996, approves the Conmm ssion's request
to the Secretary-Ceneral to provide the Special Rapporteur with all necessary
assistance to enable himto carry out his mandate, to submit an interimreport
to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session and to report to the
Conmission at its fifty-third session

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 23,
and chap. XVIII.]



8. Human rights of persons with disabilities

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts resolution 1996/27 of 19 April 1996, approves the Conm ssion's request
to the Secretary-General to report biennially to the General Assenbly on the
progress of efforts to ensure the full recognition and enjoynent of the human
rights of persons with disabilities.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 27,
and chap. XV.]

9. Human rights and forensic science

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resolution 1996/ 31 of 19 April 1996, approves the Conmi ssion's requests
to the Secretary-General

(a) To maintain and update the |list of forensic experts and experts in
related fields who could be requested to help international mechanisnms in the
field of human rights, Governnents and the Centre for Human Rights in
provi di ng technical and advi sory services, advice in regard to the nonitoring
of human rights violations and training of local teans and/or assistance in
the reunification of famlies of the disappeared; and

(b) To provide appropriate resources, fromwthin existing overal
United Nations resources, to fund the activities of the Centre for Human
Rights in inplenenting Comm ssion resolution 1996/ 31.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 31,
and chap. VII1l.]

10. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or
puni shnent
The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunman

Ri ghts resolution 1996/ 33 of 19 April 1996, approves the Conmi ssion's requests
to the Secretary-General

(a) To ensure strict and transparent project managenent rules for the
United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victins of Torture and to arrange for the
hol di ng of annual information neetings open to all Menber States and
organi zations directly involved in the projects supported by the Fund;

(b) To ensure, within the overall budgetary framework of the
United Nations, the provision of an adequate and stable |evel of staffing and
technical facilities to ensure the efficient operation and managenent of the
Fund.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 33,
and chap. VII1l.]



11. Report of the Wrking Group on Indigenous Popul ations of the
Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

Mnorities

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resol ution 1996/40 of 19 April 1996, authorizes the Wrking G oup on
I ndi genous Popul ati ons of the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities to meet for five working days prior to the
forty-ei ghth session of the Sub-Comm ssion

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/40,
and chap. XXII1I.]

12. National institutions for the pronotion and protection of hunman
rights
The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan

Ri ghts resolution 1996/50 of 19 April 1996, approves the Conmi ssion's requests
to the Secretary-General

(a) To continue to provide, fromw thin existing resources, the
necessary assistance for hol ding neetings of the Coordinating Comm ttee
created by national institutions at the second International Wrkshop on
National Institutions for the Pronotion and Protection of Human Ri ghts held at
Tunis from13 to 17 Decenber 1993 during the sessions of the Comm ssion on
Human Ri ghts, under the auspices of and in cooperation with the Centre for
Human Ri ghts;

(b) To convene, within existing resources, a fourth internationa
wor kshop on national institutions for the pronotion and protection of human
rights, to be held, if possible, in Latin America during 1996 or 1997, and to
invite Governnents and intergovernnental organizations to contribute to the
Vol untary Fund for Techni cal Cooperation in the Field of Hunman Ri ghts for the
pur pose of financing, where necessary, attendance by representatives of
national institutions.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/50,
and chap. |X]

13. Right to freedom of opinion and expression

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts resol ution 1996/53 of 19 April 1996, endorses the Conmi ssion's decision
that the nandate of the Special Rapporteur on the pronotion and protection of
the right to freedom of opinion and expression should be renewed for a period
of three years.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/53,
and chap. VII1l.]



14. Assistance to States in strengthening the rule of |aw

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts resolution 1996/56 of 19 April 1996, approves the Conmm ssion's request
to the Secretary-General to submit a report to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-first session on the results of the contacts established in accordance
with paragraph 9 of that resolution, as well as on any other devel oprments
pertaining to the inplenentation of the reconmendati on of the Wrld Conference
on Human Rights referred to in the penultinmate preanbul ar paragraph of the
sanme resol ution.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/56,
and chap. XVil.]

15. Assistance to Somalia in the field of hunan rights

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resolution 1996/57 of 19 April 1996, approves the Conmm ssion's request
to the i ndependent expert to report to the Commission on Hunman Rights at its
fifty-third session within his mandate and the Conmi ssion’s request to the
Secretary-General to provide adequate resources, fromwi thin the regul ar
budget of the United Nations, to fund the activities of the independent expert
and the Centre for Human Ri ghts

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/57,
and chap. XVil.]

16. Situation of human rights in Haiti

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resolution 1996/58 of 19 April 1996, approves the Conmm ssion's request
to the i ndependent expert to report to the Commssion at its fifty-third
sessi on on the devel opnent of the human rights situation in Haiti and on the
initiation of the technical cooperation programme in the area of human rights.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/58,
and chap. XVil.]

17. Assistance to Guatemala in the field of human rights

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts resolution 1996/59 of 19 April 1996, approves the Conmm ssion's request
to the Secretary-General to extend the nmandate of the independent expert so
that she may continue to exanine the situation of human rights in Cuatenal a,
taking into account the work of the United Nations Mssion for the
Verification of Human Rights and of Conpliance with the Commitnents of the
Conpr ehensi ve Agreenent on Human Rights in CGuatenala, provide assistance to



the Government in the field of human rights, and subnmit to the Conm ssion at
its fifty-third session a report containing, anong other itens, an eval uation
of the neasures taken by the Government in accordance with the recomendati ons
made to it.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/59,
and chap. XVil.]

18. Regi onal arrangenents for the pronotion and protection of human
rights in the Asian and Pacific region

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resolution 1996/ 64 of 23 April 1996, approves the Conmm ssion's request
to the Secretary-General to establish, in accordance with the concl usions of
the fourth workshop on regional human rights arrangenents in the Asian and
Paci fic region held in Kathmandu from 26 to 28 February 1996, an open-ended
team conpri sed of representatives of interested Governnents of the region and
the Centre for Human Ri ghts, which could consult with non-governmenta
organi zations and national institutions to ensure the effective preparation of
t he next workshop and to facilitate the devel opnent of regional arrangenents.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 64,
and chap. |X]

19. Conposition of the staff of the Centre for Hunman Ri ghts

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resol ution 1996/ 65 of 23 April 1996, approves the Conmm ssion's request
to the Secretary-General to subnmit a conprehensive report to the
General Assenmbly at its fifty-first session and to the Comm ssion on Hunman
Rights at its fifty-third session on the inplenmentation of the Conm ssion's
resol ution, including nmeasures adopted and their results, and reconmendati ons
for inmproving the present situation

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 65,
and chap. IX]

20. Situation of human rights in Equatorial Quinea

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts resol ution 1996/ 66 of 23 April 1996, endorses the Commi ssion's decision
to renew t he mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Equatorial QGuinea for one year, and approves the Comm ssion's
request to the Special Rapporteur to report to the Commission at its
fifty-third session.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 66,
and chap. X ]



21. Human rights situation in southern Lebanon and Wst Bekaa

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts resolution 1996/ 68 of 23 April 1996, approves the Conmi ssion's requests
to the Secretary-General

(a) To bring the resolution to the attention of the Governnent of
Israel and to invite it to provide informati on concerning the extent of its
i mpl enent ati on thereof;

(b) To report to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session and to
t he Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session on the results of
his efforts in this regard.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 68,
and chap. X ]

22. Situation of human rights in Cuba

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resol ution 1996/ 69 of 23 April 1996, endorses the Conmission's decision
to extend the nandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Cuba for one year, and approves the Conmm ssion's request to the
Speci al Rapporteur to submit an interimreport to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-first session and to report to the Conmission at its fifty-third session
on the results of his endeavours pursuant to the Comnission's resolution

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/69,
and chap. X ]

23. Situation of human rights in the Republic of Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, the State of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of
Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Mont enegr 0)

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts resolution 1996/ 71 of 23 April 1996, endorses the Conmi ssion's
deci si ons:

(a) To extend for one year the nmandate of the expert for the specia
process dealing with nissing persons, and to request himto continue to report
to the Conmission on this matter;

(b) To extend for one year the nandate of the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in the territory of the former Yugoslavia as revised
in the resolution.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 71,
and chap. X ]



24, Situation of human rights in Iraq

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts resolution 1996/ 72 of 23 April 1996, endorses the Conmission's decision
to extend for a further year the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in Irag, as contained in Commi ssion resol utions
1991/ 74 of 6 March 1991, 1992/71 of 5 March 1992, 1993/74 of 10 March 1993,
1994/ 74 of 9 March 1994 and 1995/76 of 8 March 1995, and approves of the
Conmi ssion's requests to the Special Rapporteur to report periodically to the
Conmi ssion on Hurmman Rights on the situation of human rights in lrag and to
submit an interimreport on the situation of human rights in Irag to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session and a report to the Conm ssion at
its fifty-third session. The Council al so approves the Conm ssion's request
to the Secretary-General to provide appropriate additional resources, from
within existing overall United Nations resources, to fund the sending of human
rights nonitors for the purpose set out in paragraph 8 of resolution 1996/ 72

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/72,
and chap. X ]

25. Situation of human rights in the Sudan

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resolution 1996/ 73 of 23 April 1996, endorses the Commission's decision
to extend the nandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in the Sudan for an additional year, and approves the Conmi ssion's
request to the Special Rapporteur to report his findings and recomendati ons
to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session and to the Conm ssion on
Human Rights at its fifty-third session

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/73,
and chap. X ]

26. Extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts resolution 1996/ 74 of 23 April 1996, approves the Conmm ssion's
invitation to the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, sumary or arbitrary
executions to submt an interimreport to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-first session on the situation worldwide in regard to sunmary or
arbitrary executions and his recomendations for nore effective action to
conbat that phenonenon.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 74,
and chap. X ]



27. Situation of human rights in Af ghani stan

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts resolution 1996/ 75 of 23 April 1996, endorses the Commission's decision
to extend the nandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Afghanistan for one year, and approves the Conmission's request to
t he Speci al Rapporteur to report on the situation of human rights in
Af ghani stan to the Conmission at its fifty-third session and to consider
submitting a report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/75,
and chap. X ]

28. Situation of human rights in Rwanda

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resolution 1996/ 76 of 23 April 1996, endorses the Commission's decision
to extend the nandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Rwanda, as set out in Conmission resolution S-3/1 of 25 May 1994,
for an additional year, working in cooperation with the Human Rights Field
Operation in Rwanda, and approves the Conmmi ssion's requests to the Special
Rapporteur to nmake recommrendati ons concerning situations in which technica
assi stance may be appropriate and to report to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-first session and to the Conm ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third
sessi on.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 76,
and chap. X ]

29. Situation of human rights in Zaire

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resolution 1996/ 77 of 23 April 1996, endorses the Conmission's decision
to extend the nandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Zaire for an additional year, and approves the Conmm ssion's request
to the Special Rapporteur to submit at its fifty-third session a report in
which he will, inter alia, indicate how the Governnent of Zaire has taken into
account his recomendati ons.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/77,
and chap. X ]

30. Conpr ehensive inplenmentation of and followup to the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programme of Action

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resol ution 1996/ 78 of 23 April 1996, endorses the Conmi ssion's
recomendati on that the Council consider devoting the coordination segnment at
its substantive session of 1998 to the question of the coordinated foll ow up



to, and inplenentation of, the Vienna Declaration and Programre of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23) as part of the 1998 five-year review described in Part |1
par agraph 100, of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 78,
and chap. XXl .]

31. Situation of hunan rights in N geria

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resolution 1996/79 of 23 April 1996, approves the Conmm ssion's request
to the two thematic Special Rapporteurs who have requested a joint
i nvestigative visit to Nigeria to subnmit to the Conmission at its fifty-third
session a joint report on their findings, along with any observati ons of other
rel evant mechani sns, in particular the Wirking Group on Arbitrary Detention
and al so approves the Conmi ssion request to themto subnit an interimreport
to the General Assenbly.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 79,
and chap. X ]

32. Situation of hunman rights in Myanmar

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resolution 1996/ 80 of 23 April 1996, approves the Conm ssion's decision
to extend for one year the nmandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in Myanmar to establish or continue direct contacts with the
Covernnment and peopl e of Myanmar, including political |eaders deprived of
their liberty, their famlies and their |lawers, and its request to himto
report to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session and to the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session. The Council also
approves the Conmi ssion's request to the Secretary-Ceneral to give al
necessary assistance to the Special Rapporteur

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 80,
and chap. X ]

33. Eval uation of the human rights progranmme of the United Nations

system in accordance with the Vienna Declaration and Programe of
Acti on

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resolution 1996/ 83 of 24 April 1996, approves the Conm ssion's request
to the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to convene at least twice a year in
Ceneva neetings with all interested States to provide information and exchange
views on the activities conducted by the Centre for Human Rights and its
process of restructuring.

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 83,
and chap. XXl .]



34. Situation of human rights in the Islanmic Republic of Iran

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resol ution 1996/ 84 of 24 April 1996, endorses the Commission's decision
to extend the nandate of the Special Representative on the situation of human
rights in the Islanmic Republic of lIran, as contained in Comr ssion
resol ution 1984/54 of 14 March 1984, for a further year and approves the
Conmi ssion's request to the Special Representative to subnit an interimreport
to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session on the situation of human
rights in the Islanmic Republic of Iran, including the situation of mnority
groups such as the Baha'is, and to report to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session.

[ See chap. 11, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 84,
and chap. X ]

35. Rights of the child

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts resolution 1996/85 of 24 April 1996, approves the Conmm ssion's
requests:

(a) To the working group on a draft optional protocol to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child on the involvenment of children in armed conflicts
to neet for a period of two weeks, or less if possible, prior to the
fifty-third session of the Conm ssion, with a viewto finalizing the draft
optional protocol;

(b) To the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur on the
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography with all necessary
human and fi nancial assistance, fromw thin existing resources, to make the
full discharge of the nandate possible and to enable her to submit an interim
report to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session and a report to the
Conmission at its fifty-third session

(c) To the working group on the question of a draft optional protoco
to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography to neet for a period of two weeks, or |ess
if possible, prior to the fifty-third session of the Conmission to pursue its
mandate, with a viewto finalizing the draft optional protocol

[ See chap. Il, sect. A, resolution 1996/ 85,
and chap. XX ]

36. Effects of structural adjustment programes on the full enjoynent
of human rights

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts decision 1996/ 103 of 11 April 1996 and resol ution 1995/ 32 of
24 August 1995 of the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
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Protection of Mnorities, endorses the Comnission's decision to establish an
open-ended wor ki ng group of the Commission to neet for a period of one week
prior toits fifty-third session to elaborate, on the basis of the prelinminary
set of basic policy guidelines on structural adjustnent progranmes and
econom ¢, social and cultural rights contained in docunent

E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 10 and in cl ose cooperation with the Committee on Econom c,
Social and Cultural Rights, policy guidelines on the subject-matter. The
Counci | al so endorses the Conmission's decision to invite Governments and

i ntergovernnental organi zati ons and non-governmental organi zations, as well as
the Conmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, to contribute to the

el aboration of draft policy guidelines by providing their comrents on the
prelimnary set of basic policy guidelines for consideration by the working

gr oup.

[ See chap. 11, sect. B, decision 1996/103,
and chap. V.]

37. Forced evictions

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts deci sion 1996/ 104 of 11 April 1996 and resolution 1995/ 29 of
24 August 1995 of the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrinination and
Protection of Mnorities, and bearing in mnd the conclusions of the
United Nations Conference on Human Settlenents (Habitat I1), to take place in
I stanbul in June 1996, authorizes the holding, at an appropriate date after
Habitat 11, of an expert seminar on the practice of forced evictions with a
view to devel opi ng conprehensi ve human rights guidelines on devel opnent - based
di spl acenent .

[ See chap. 11, sect. B, decision 1996/ 104,
and chap. V.]

38. Systematic rape and sexual slavery during periods of arned conflict

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts deci sion 1996/ 107 of 19 April 1996 and resolution 1995/ 14 of
18 August 1995 of the Sub- Comni ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities, approves the Comission's decision to endorse the
deci si on of the Sub-Commi ssion to appoint M. Linda Chavez as Speci al
Rapporteur with the task of undertaking an in-depth study of the situation of
systemati c rape, sexual slavery and slavery-like practices during periods of
arnmed conflict and to invite Governnments, conpetent bodies of the
United Nations, the specialized agencies, regional intergovernnental
organi zati ons and non-governnental organizations to provide or continue to
provide information on this question

[ See chap. 11, sect. B, decision 1996/107,
and chap. XV.]



39. Human rights dinensions of population transfer, including the
inplantation of settlers and settlenents

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts deci sion 1996/ 108 of 19 April 1996 and decision 1995/111 of
24 August 1995 of the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrinination and
Protection of Mnorities, and recalling Sub-Comi ssion resol ution 1994/42 of
26 August 1994, approves the Conmm ssion's decisions to endorse the
recomendati on of the Sub-Commission to request the Special Rapporteur on the
guestion of the human rights di nensions of popul ation transfer, including the
i mpl antation of settlers and settlenments, to subnmit his final report to the
Sub- Commi ssion at its forty-eighth session, and to request the Secretary-
Ceneral to provide the Special Rapporteur with all the assistance necessary in
order to allow himto conplete his work.

[ See chap. 11, sect. B, decision 1996/108,
and chap. XV.]

40. Study on treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangenents
bet ween States and i ndi genous popul ations

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts decision 1996/ 109 of 19 April 1996 and deci sion 1995/118 of
24 August 1995 of the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities, and recalling Sub-Comm ssion resol utions 1989/ 38 of
29 August 1989 and 1990/ 28 of 31 August 1990 and deci sions 1991/111 of
29 August 1991, 1992/110 of 24 August 1992 and 1994/ 116 of 26 August 1994,
approves the Conmi ssion's decision to endorse the recomendati on of the
Sub- Commi ssion to request the Special Rapporteur on treaties, agreenments and
ot her constructive arrangenents between States and indi genous popul ati ons,
M. Mguel Alfonso Martinez, to submt a third report to the Wrking G oup on
I ndi genous Popul ations at its fourteenth session and to the Sub-Conmi ssion at
its forty-eighth session and a final report to both bodies at their fifteenth
and forty-ninth sessions respectively. The Council also endorses the
Conmi ssion's decision to request the Secretary-Ceneral to give the Special
Rapporteur all the assistance necessary to enable himto continue and concl ude
his study, in particular by providing for specialized research assistance and
for the necessary visits to Geneva for consultation with the Centre for Human
Ri ghts, and the resources necessary for a field mssion to exanmine in situ the
contenporary significance of a historic treaty in one country, to be
determined in consultation with the Governnent concerned, as a practica
exanple for inclusion in the final report.

[ See chap. Il, sect. B, decision 1996/ 109,
and chap. XXII1I.]

41. Oganization of the work of the fifty-third session

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts decision 1996/ 110 of 23 April 1996, approves the Conm ssion's
reconmendation, in the light of the positive experience gained by rescheduling
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the dates of the fifty-second session on a one-year trial basis, pursuant to
the Council's decision 1994/297 of 29 July 1994, and bearing in mnd Counci
deci si on 1995/296 of 25 July 1995, that the dates for the Conm ssion's annua
regul ar session be rescheduled to take place in March/April each year, instead
of earlier in the year, and that, accordingly, the fifty-third session be
reschedul ed to take place from 10 March to 18 April 1997.

[ See chap. Il, sect. B, decision 1996/110,
and chap. I11.]

42. Oganization of the work of the fifty-third session

The Econoni ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Hunan
Ri ghts decision 1996/ 111 of 23 April 1996, authorizes, if possible within
exi sting financial resources, 40 fully serviced additional neetings, including
sunmary records, in accordance with rules 29 and 31 of the rules of procedure
of the functional commi ssions of the Economic and Social Council, for the
Conmission's fifty-third session. The Council approves the Conm ssion’s
request to the Chairman of the Conmission at its fifty-third session to make
every effort to organi ze the work of the session within the tines normally
allotted, so that the authorized neetings would be utilized only if absolutely
necessary.

[ See chap. Il, sect. B, decision 1996/111
and chap. I11.]



1. RESCLUTI ONS AND DECI SI ONS ADOPTED BY THE COWM SSI ON
AT | TS FI FTY- SECOND SESSI ON

A. Resol utions

1996/ 1. Situation of human rights in Burund

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng its conplete determination with regard to respect for the
principles of the rule of law, which involves denocracy, national unity,
pluralismand respect for human rights and fundanental freedons,

Reaffirm ng also that all States have the right and duty to pronote and
protect human rights and to fulfil their obligations under the various
instruments to which they are parties

Recalling its resolution 1995/90 of 8 March 1995,

Recalling also Security Council resolutions 1040 (1996) of
29 January 1996 and 1049 (1996) of 5 March 1996,

Aware of the fact that Burundi is a party to the 1951 Convention relating
to the Status of Refugees, to the 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of
Ref ugees, to the Organization of African Unity Convention Governing the
Speci fic Aspects of Refugee Problens in Africa, to the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights and to the International Covenant on Econonic,
Social and Cultural Rights,

Recal ling the signing of the Convention of CGovernnent on
10 Sept enber 1994,

Strongly condemni ng the continued viol ence against the civilian
popul ati on, including refugees, displaced persons and internationa
humani tarian aid workers, the nurders of governnent officials and attenpts to
undernine the legitimcy of the Governnent,

Firmy convinced that consolidation of denocratic gains helps to create a
favourabl e environnment for a lasting settlenent of the political tensions
whi ch have brought bl oodshed to the country over the past thirty years and
enabl es every Burundian to take part in the econonic and social devel opnment of
his country,

Enphasi zing that the prinmary responsibility for peace lies with the
peopl e of Burundi,

Enphasi zi ng al so that the Burundi an authorities are responsible for
ensuring the safety of humanitarian and other aid workers, refugees, displaced
persons and the civilian popul ation



Enphasi zi ng further the inmportance of coordi nating national and
i nternational neasures to put an end to acts of violence and intimdation and
to facilitate wi de-rangi ng di al ogue and national reconciliation

Affirm ng the fundanental inportance of the concerted efforts nmade in the
field of humanitarian aid, recovery and devel opnent, and supporting the
efforts of the international comunity to take neasures to prevent any further
deterioration in the situation in Burundi

Recogni zing the inportant role of wonen in the reconciliation process and
urging the Government to inprove their living conditions,

Wel comi ng the holding of a special neeting on Burundi during its
fifty-second session,

1. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-General on the situation
in Burundi (S/1996/116), of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of hunman
rights in Burundi (E/ CN 4/1996/16 and Add. 1) and of the Special Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions on his mssion to Burund
(E/CN. 4/ 1996/ 4 and Corr.1);

2. Takes note with satisfaction of the efforts currently being made by
the United Nations, the Organization of African Unity, the European Union and
the nediators (facilitators) appointed by the conference of Heads of State of
the Great Lakes Region, held in Cairo on 29 Novenber 1995, and stresses the
pressing need for better coordination, in view of the many initiatives of the
i nternational community, to achieve a lasting solution to the problens in the
Great Lakes region;

3. Expresses its support for the efforts nmade by fornmer
Presidents Nyerere, Touré and Carter to pronote dial ogue and nationa
reconciliation, welcones the efforts undertaken by regional and other groups,
in particular the Organization of African Unity and the European Union, and
notes with satisfaction the appointnment by the European Union of a specia
envoy for the Great Lakes region

4, Conmends the Organi zation of African Unity on its deploynent of an
i nternational observer mssion in Burundi and its continued efforts to devel op
preventive diplonmacy to avoid any deterioration of the situation

5. Wel cones with satisfaction the Tunis Declaration on the Geat Lakes
Regi on, of 18 March 1996;

6. Condemms all threats to the denocratic process in Burundi and
demands an i medi ate end to violations of human rights and acts of viol ence
and intimdation;

7. Strongly condemms the nassacres of civilians that have been taking
place in Burundi for the past several years;

8. Urges the authorities of Burundi to put an end to the situation of

impunity prevailing in the country, takes note of the establishnment of
crimnal courts, enphasizes its unfailing support for the Internationa
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Conmi ssion of Inquiry, requesting the national authorities to facilitate its
work, and reaffirms its belief that those who are accused of acts of viol ence
nmust be brought to justice in order to put an end to the inpunity they enjoy;

9. Stresses its firmopposition to any change of Governnment in Burund
t hrough the use of force, and reaffirnms its support for the legality of
denocratic institutions;

10. Invites all sectors of society, both civilian and military, to
respect the Constitution of the country and the institutions established by
t he Convention of Governnent;

11. Condemns the murder of politicians, national officials,
nm ssionaries and journalists;

12. Strongly condemns the nedia which incite hatred and vi ol ence,
particularly hate radi o broadcasts, and invites States to cooperate in
identifying and di smantling such radi o stations;

13. Encour ages the President, the Prime Mnister and his Governnent and
the nmenbers of the Parlianment of Burundi in their efforts to restore peace in
the country, and invites themto pursue their efforts to create conditions
conducive to reform reconciliation and recovery in Burundi

14. Urges the Governnment of Burundi and, in particular, the arned
forces of Burundi, as well as the other parties involved in the hostilities,
scrupul ously to respect the principles and rules of international humanitarian
law and to facilitate the activities of the International Comrittee of the
Red Cross so that it might carry out its mandate;

15. Appeal s to the authorities of Burundi to strengthen neasures to
guarantee the security and protection of the staff of international
governmental and non-governnmental organi zations so as to facilitate their
wor k;

16. Makes an appeal for a constructive dial ogue involving the civilian
governnental and nilitary sectors in a broad national debate with a viewto
endi ng hurman rights violations and pronoting national reconciliation,
denocracy, respect for human rights and the rule of law, and invites the
CGovernment of Burundi to inplenent nmeasures to nmake the arnmed forces, the
police force and the judiciary nore representative of Burundi an society;

17. Appeal s to the international community urgently to provide
i ncreased humanitari an assistance to di splaced persons in Burundi and to
Burundi an refugees in neighbouring countries, particularly in the context of
the inplenentation of the Bujunbura Plan of Action

18. Wl cones the agreenent signed on 22 Septenber 1994 by the United
Nat i ons Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights and the CGovernment of Burundi for
the inpl enentati on of a maj or programre of technical assistance and advisory
services in the field of human rights;



19. Wl cones the proposal by the Government of Burundi for the
est abl i shnent of an independent national human rights conm ssion, and urges
the United Nations United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights to
provide it with the necessary support;

20. Urges States and international, governnmental and non-governmenta
organi zations to cooperate in all initiatives designed to bring about
Burundi's recovery, and calls on international financial institutions to
support such initiatives;

21. Invites the international comunity to continue to lend its
political, diplomatic, material and financial support to end the violence, to
hel p the Governnent of Burundi find a lasting solution to political and ethnic
tensions and to create favourable conditions for the reintegration of refugees
and di spl aced persons, and, in this context, requests the Secretary-Ceneral to
strengthen the office of his special representative in Bujunbura;

22. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to strengthen the office of the
Centre for Human Rights in Bujunbura and to intensify cooperation between
United Nations agencies in the field;

23. Urges the United Nations High Conmissioner for Human Rights, in
cooperation with the Government of Burundi, to increase the nunber of human
rights observers depl oyed t hroughout the country to nonitor the human rights
situation and prevent violations of those rights, and requests himto set up
an assi stance programe in the field of human rights;

24, Wl cones with satisfaction the inplenentation of a programe of
techni cal assistance, and invites the United Nati ons H gh Commi ssioner for
Human Rights and the Centre for Human Ri ghts, taking account of the
recomendati ons of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in
Burundi, to provide ongoing technical assistance, particularly in the fields
of justice, the training of nenbers of the arnmed forces and the police, and
human ri ghts;

25. Also wel comes with satisfaction the recomendati ons contained in
the report of the Special Rapporteur, and decides to renew his mandate for one
year;

26. Requests the Special Rapporteur to report to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-first session and to the Conmmi ssion on Human Rights at its
fifty-third session;

27. Deci des to consider the situation of human rights in Burundi at its
fifty-third session under the appropriate agenda item

15th neeting
27 March 1996

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X ]



1996/2. Human rights in the occupied Syrian Gol an
The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Deeply concerned at the suffering of the popul ati on of the occupied
Syrian Golan due to the violation of their human rights since the |srael
mlitary occupation of 1967,

Recal ling Security Council resolution 497 (1981) of 17 Decenber 1981

Recalling also all relevant General Assenbly resolutions, including the
| atest, resolution 50/29 D of 6 Decenber 1995, in which the Assenbly,
inter alia, called upon Israel to put an end to its occupation of the Arab
territories,

Reaffirm ng once nore the illegality of Israel's decision of
14 Decenber 1981 to inpose its laws, jurisdiction and administration on the
occupi ed Syrian CGol an, which has resulted in the effective annexation of that
territory,

Reaffirm ng that the acquisition of territory by force is inadmissible
under the principles of international |aw and under the Charter of the
United Nati ons,

Taking note with deep concern of the report of the Special Conmittee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Ri ghts of the Pal estinian

Peopl e and Ot her Arabs of the Cccupied Territories (A/50/463) and, in this
connection, regretting Israel's constant refusal to cooperate with and to
recei ve the Special Committee,

Qui ded by the relevant provisions of the Charter of the United Nations
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and with particular reference to
t he Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Cvilian Persons in Tinme
of War, of 12 August 1949, and the rel evant provisions of the Hague
Conventions of 1899 and 1907,

Reaffirm ng the i nmportance of the peace process which started in Mdrid
on the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 Novenber 1967
and 338 (1973) of 22 Cctober 1973 which ains at the establishment of a just,
conprehensive and | asting peace in the Mddl e East,

Reaffirming its previous relevant resolutions, the nost recent being
resol ution 1995/2 of 17 February 1995,

1. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to conply with the rel evant
resolutions of the CGeneral Assenbly and of the Security Council, particularly
resolution 497 (1981), in which the Council, inter alia, decided that the
Israeli decision to inpose its laws, jurisdiction and adm nistration on the
occupi ed Syrian Golan was null and void and wi thout international |ega
ef fect, and demanded that |srael, the occupying Power, should rescind
forthwith its decision;



2. Also calls upon Israel to desist from changi ng the physica
character, denographic conposition, institutional structure and |egal status
of the occupied Syrian Gol an, and enphasi zes that the displaced persons of the
popul ati on of the occupied Syrian CGolan nust be allowed to return to their
hones and to recover their properties;

3. Further calls upon Israel to desist frominposing Israel
citizenship and Israeli identity cards on the Syrian citizens in the occupied

Syrian Golan and to desist fromits repressive neasures agai nst them and from
all other practices nentioned in the report of the Special Conmittee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Ri ghts of the Pal estinian
Peopl e and Ot her Arabs of the Cccupied Territories;

4, Deternines that all |egislative and administrative nmeasures and
actions taken or to be taken by Israel, the occupying Power, that purport to
alter the character and |legal status of the occupied Syrian Golan are null and
void, constitute a flagrant violation of international |aw and of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Gvilian Persons in Tine of War, of
12 August 1949, and have no | egal effect;

5. Calls once again upon Menmber States not to recogni ze any of the
| egi slative or administrative nmeasures and actions referred to in the present
resol ution;

6. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to bring the present resolution to
the attention of all Covernments, the conpetent United Nations organs, the
speci al i zed agenci es, regional intergovernnmental organizations and
i nternational humanitarian organi zations and to give it the wi dest possible
publicity, and to report to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third
sessi on;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third
session, as a matter of high priority, the itementitled "Question of the
violation of human rights in the occupied Arab territories, including
Pal esti ne".

34t h neeting
11 April 1996

[Adopted by a roll-call vote of 22 votes to 1
with 29 abstentions. See chap. |V.]

1996/ 3. Question of the violation of hunan rights in the
occupied Arab territories, including Palestine

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, as well as by the provisions of the Universal Declaration of
Human Ri ghts,



Qui ded al so by the provisions of the International Covenant on Econom c
Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Cvil and
Political Rights,

Taking into consideration the provisions of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Gvilian Persons in Tine of
War, of 12 August 1949, and the provisions of Additional Protocol |
thereto, and the Hague Convention IV of 1907, as well as the principles
of international law affirmed by the General Assenbly in its resolutions 3 (1)
of 13 February 1946, 95 (I) of 11 Decenber 1946, 260 A (II1) of
9 Decenber 1948 and 2391 (XXI11) of 26 Novenber 1968,

Recalling the resolutions of the Security Council, the General Assenbly
and the Conm ssion on Human Rights related to the applicability of the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Tine
of War, of 12 August 1949, to the Pal estinian and other occupied Arab
territories, including Jerusalem

Recalling also the General Assenbly resolutions on Israeli violations of
human rights in occupied Pal estine, since 1967 and until now,

Recal ling further the provisions of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme
of Action (A CONF.157/23), adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Rights in
June 1993,

Taking note of the report (E/ CN. 4/1996/18) of the Special Rapporteur
M. Hannu Hal i nen, regarding his nission undertaken in accordance wth
Conmi ssion resolution 1993/2 A of 19 February 1993,

Taki ng note also of the reports of the Special Comrmittee to I nvestigate
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Ri ghts of the Pal estinian People and
O her Arabs of the Cccupied Territories submtted to the General Assenbly
since 1968, including the |latest (A 50/463),

Noting with great concern the continued Israeli refusal to abide by the
resol utions of the Security Council, the General Assenbly and the Conmi ssion
on Human Rights calling on Israel to put an end to the violations of human
rights and affirmng the applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to
the Protection of Gvilian Persons in Tine of War, of 12 August 1949, to the
Pal estinian and other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967,

i ncl udi ng Jerusal em

Wl com ng anew the signing of the Declaration of Principles on Interim
Sel f - Gover nnent Arrangenents by the Governnment of |srael and the Pal estine
Li berati on Organi zation on 13 Septenber 1993 and of the follow ng agreenent,
wher eby violations of human rights will end through the full withdrawa
of Israeli forces fromthe occupied Palestinian territory, including
Jerusal em



Recalling all its previous resolutions on the subject, including the
| atest, resolution 1995/1 of 17 February 1995,

1. Deeply regrets the continued violations of human rights in the
occupi ed Palestinian territory since the signing of the Declaration of
Principles on Interim Sel f-CGovernnment Arrangenents by the Governnment of |srae
and the Pal estine Liberation Oganization on 13 Septenber 1993, in particul ar
the continuation of acts of killing and the detention of thousands of
Pal estinians without trial, the continuation of the extension and the
establ i shnent of Israeli settlenents, the confiscation of property of
Pal esti ni ans and expropriation of their land, and calls upon Israel to cease
these acts imredi ately;

2. Reaffirnms that the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Cvilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, is applicable to the
Pal estinian and other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967,
i ncludi ng Jerusal em and considers any change in the geographic and
denographic status of the city of Jerusalemfromits situation prior to the
June 1967 war to be illegal and void,

3. Calls upon Israel to cease inmediately its policy of enforcing
col l ective punishnents, such as denolition of houses and cl osure of the
Pal estinian territory, a measure which threatens thousands of Pal estinians
wi th hunger and endangers their lives;

4, Calls once nore upon Israel, the occupying Power, to desist from
all forns of violation of human rights in the Pal estinian and ot her occupi ed
Arab territories and to respect the bases of international |aw, the principles
of international humanitarian law and its conmitnents to the provisions of the
Charter and resolutions of the United Nations;

5. Al so calls upon Israel to withdraw fromthe Palestinian territory,
i ncl udi ng Jerusalem and the other occupied Arab territories in accordance
with the relevant resolutions of the United Nati ons and the Conmi ssion on
Human Ri ghts;

6. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to bring the present resolution to
the attention of the Government of Israel and all other CGovernnents, the
conpetent United Nations organs, the specialized agencies, regiona
i ntergovernnmental organizations and international humanitarian organizations,
to disseminate it on the w dest possible scale, and to report on its
i mpl ement ati on by the Governnent of Israel to the Conmission on Human Rights
at its fifty-third session;

7. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to provide the Conmi ssion on
Human Rights with all United Nations reports issued between sessions of the
Conmi ssion that deal with the conditions in which the citizens of the
Pal estinian and ot her occupied Arab territories are living under the |srael
occupati on;



8. Deci des to consider the question at its fifty-third session, as a
matter of high priority.

34t h neeting

11 April 1996

[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 27 votes to 2,
with 23 abstentions. See chap. |V.]

1996/ 4. lsraeli settlenents in the occupied Arab territories

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling that, in accordance with article 13, paragraph 2, of the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, everyone has the right to | eave any
country, including his owm, and to return to his country,

Reaffirm ng that the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Cvilian Persons in Tinme of War, of 12 August 1949, is applicable to
Pal estinian and all Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, including
Jerusal em

Recalling its resolutions 1990/1 of 16 February 1990, 1991/ 3 of
15 February 1991, 1992/3 of 14 February 1992, 1993/3 of 19 February 1993,
1994/ 1 of 18 February 1994 and 1995/3 of 17 February 1995 in which
inter alia, it reaffirmed the illegality of the Israeli settlenments in the
occupied territories, and noting that Israel has not fully conplied with the
provi sions of those resol utions,

Wl comi ng the positive devel opment that originated with the Internationa
Peace Conference on the Mddle East convened in Madrid on 30 Cctober 1991
including in particular the Declaration of Principles on Interim
Sel f - Gover nnent Arrangenents signed in Washington by the Governnent of |srae
and the Pal estine Liberation Oganization on 13 Septenber 1993 as wel |
as the InterimAgreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip signed in
Washi ngton by the sanme parties on 28 Septenber 1995, followed by the partial
redepl oynent of the Israeli arnmy fromthe nain Pal estinian towns and the
denocratic el ection of the Palestinian Council and President of the
Pal estinian Authority,

Condemming in the strongest terns all acts of terrorism and calling on
the Parties not to allowthemto affect the ongoi ng peace process negatively,

Noting with appreciation the report (E/ CN 4/1996/18) submitted by
t he Speci al Rapporteur pursuant to resolution 1993/2 A of 19 February 1993,
in which he recomrends, inter alia, that the confiscation of Pal estinian-owned
| and and the construction or expansion of settlenments should be halted
i medi at el y,

Noting that the question of the Israeli settlenments in the occupied
territories will be addressed during the negotiations on the final status of
the territories, which will start not later than May 1996, and convinced in
this regard that a conplete cessation by Israel of its policy of expanding the
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settl enents, which may change the physical character and denographic
conposition of the occupied territories, would greatly facilitate those
negoti ati ons,

1. Reaffirnms that the installation of Israeli civilians in the
occupied territories is illegal and constitutes a violation of the rel evant
provi sions of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Cvilian
Persons in Tine of War, of 12 August 1949;

2. Reiterates its request to the Governnent of Israel to conply fully
with the provisions of Conmission resolutions 1990/1, 1991/3, 1992/3, 1993/ 3,
1994/ 1 and 1995/ 3;

3. Urges the Governnent of Israel to abstain frominstalling any
settlers in the occupied territories and to prevent any new installation of
settlers in these territories.

34t h neeting
11 April 1996
[ Adopted by a vote of 49 votes to 1
with 3 abstentions. See chap. |V.]

1996/5. Situation in occupied Pal estine

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, in particular the provisions of Articles 1 and 55 thereof,
which affirmthe right of peoples to self-determnation, and scrupul ous
respect of the principle of refraining in international relations fromthe
threat or use of force, as specified in the Declaration on Principles of
I nternational Law concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation anong States
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, adopted by the
Ceneral Assenbly in its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 Cctober 1970,

Qui ded al so by the provisions of article 1 of the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and article 1 of the Internationa
Covenant on Cvil and Political R ghts, which affirmthat all peoples have the
right to self-determnation

Taking into consideration the provisions of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es, adopted by the
Ceneral Assenbly in its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decenber 1960,

Qui ded by the provisions of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action (A/ CONF. 157/ 23), adopted by the Wrld Conference on Hunan Ri ghts, and
in particular Part |, paragraphs 2 and 3, relating to the right to
self-determinati on of all peoples and especially those subject to foreign
occupati on,



Recal ling Security Council resolutions 183 (1963) of 11 Decenber 1963 and
218 (1965) of 23 Novenber 1965, which affirned the interpretation of the
principle of self-determination as laid down in General Assenbly
resol ution 1514 (XV),

Recal ling al so General Assenbly resolutions 181 A and B (11) of
29 Novenber 1947 and 194 (111) of 11 Decenber 1948, as well as all other
resol utions which confirmand define the inalienable rights of the Pal estinian
people, particularly their right to self-determinati on w thout externa
interference and to the establishnment of their independent State on their
national soil, especially Assenbly resolutions ES-7/2 of 29 July 1980 and
37/86 E of 20 Decenber 1982,

Reaffirm ng its previous resolutions in this regard, including the
| atest, resolution 1995/4 of 17 February 1995,

Bearing in nmind the reports and recomrendati ons of the Conmittee on the
Exerci se of the Inalienable R ghts of the Pal estinian Peopl e which, from 1967
to 1995, have been submitted to the Security Council through the
General Assenbly,

Reaffirm ng the right of the Pal estinian people to self-determination in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the relevant United Nations
resol uti ons and decl arati ons, and the provisions of international covenants
and instrunments relating to the right to self-determ nation as an
international principle and as a right of all peoples in the world,

Recalling that the foreign occupation by the arned forces of a State of
the territory of another State constitutes an obstacle to and a grave
violation of human rights according to Part |, paragraph 30, of the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programme of Action, and an act of aggression and a crine
agai nst the peace and security of mankind, according to General Assenbly
resol ution 3314 (XXl X) of 14 Decenber 1974,

Wl conming the Declaration of Principles on Interim Sel f-CGovernnent
Arrangenents signed by the Governnment of |srael and the Pal estine Liberation
Organi zation in Washington on 13 Septenber 1993, ainmed at enabling the
Pal estini an people to achieve their national rights and, principally, their
right to self-determnation free of external intervention

1. Reaffirnms the inalienable right of the Pal estinian people to
sel f-determ nation wi thout external interference;

2. Calls upon Israel to conply with its obligations under the
Charter of the United Nations and the principles of international |aw, and
to withdraw fromthe Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem and the
other Arab territories which it has occupied since 1967 by mlitary force,
in accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions, so as to enable
t he Pal estinian people to exercise their universally recognized right to
sel f-determ nati on;



3. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to transnit the present resol ution
to the Governnent of Israel and all other Governments, to distribute it on the
wi dest possible scale and to nake available to the Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts,
prior to the convening of its fifty-third session, all information pertaining
to the inplenentation of the present resolution by the Governnment of I|srael;

4, Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third
session the itementitled "The right of peoples to self-determination and its
application to peoples under colonial or alien dom nation or foreign
occupation" and to consider the situation in occupi ed Pal estine under that
item as a matter of high priority.

34t h neeting

11 April 1996

[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 28 votes to 1,
with 23 abstentions. See chap. VII.]

1996/ 6. Question of Western Sahara

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,
Havi ng consi dered the question of Wstern Sahara,

Reaffirm ng the inalienable right of all peoples to self-determination
and i ndependence, in accordance with the principles set forth in the Charter
of the United Nations and in General Assenbly resolution 1514 (XV) of
14 Decenber 1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of |ndependence
to Colonial Countries and Peopl es,

Recalling its earlier resolutions, the latest of which is
resol ution 1995/ 7 of 17 February 1995,

Recalling also the agreenment in principle given on 30 August 1988 by the
Ki ngdom of Mbrocco and the Frente Popul ar para |la Liberaci 6n de Sagui a
el-Hanra y de Rio de Oro to the proposals of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations and the then Chairman of the Assenbly of Heads of State and
Governnent of the Organization of African Unity, in the framework of their
joint mssion of good offices,

Recal ling further Security Council resolutions 621 (1988) of
20 Septenber 1988, 658 (1990) of 27 June 1990, 690 (1991) of 29 April 1991,
725 (1991) of 31 Decenber 1991, 809 (1993) of 2 March 1993 and 907 (1994) of
29 March 1994 relating to the question of Wstern Sahara,

Recalling with satisfaction the entry into force of the cease-fire in
Western Sahara on 6 Septenber 1991, in accordance with the proposal of the

Secretary- General accepted by both parties,

Noti ng the adoption by the Security Council of resolutions 973 (1995) of
13 January 1995, 995 (1995) of 26 May 1995, 1002 (1995) of 30 June 1995,
1017 (1995) of 22 Septenber 1995, 1033 (1995) of 22 Decenber 1995 and
1042 (1996) of 31 January 1996,



Wel comi ng the mission of the Security Council, which visited
West ern Sahara and the countries of the region from3 to 9 June 1995,

Wl coming also the appointment of M. Erik Jensen as Acting Speci al
Representative of the Secretary-General for Wstern Sahara,

Concerned that the parties' continuing suspicion and |ack of trust have
contributed to delays in the inplementation of the settlenent plan (S/ 21360
and S/ 22464),

Wel conming in this context the visit to the region by the Special Envoy of
the Secretary-General, from2 to 9 January 1996,

Noting that, for progress to be achieved, the two parties nust have a
vi sion of the post-referendum peri od,

Expressing the hope for a rapid resolution of the problens causing
delays in the completion of the identification process, as well as the code
of conduct, the release of political prisoners, the confinement of troops of
the Frente Popul ar para |la Liberaci6n de Saguia el-Hanra y de Rio de Oo
and the arrangenents for the reduction of the Mdroccan troops in the
territory,

Stressing the inportance and useful ness of the resunption of direct talks
between the two parties nentioned above in order to create a propitious
at nosphere conducive to a speedy and effective inplenentation of the
settl enent plan,

Havi ng exam ned the rel evant chapter of the report of the Special
Conmittee on the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the
Decl aration on the Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es
(A/50/23 (Part V), chap. 1X),

Havi ng al so exam ned the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (A/50/504),

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary- General ;

2. Pays tribute to the Secretary-Ceneral and the personnel of the
United Nations Mssion for the Referendumin Western Sahara for their action
with a viewto settling the question of Wstern Sahara by the inplenmentation
of the settlenent plan;

3. Reiterates its support for further efforts of the Secretary-CGeneral
for the organization and supervision by the United Nations, in cooperation
with the Organization of African Unity, of a referendumfor self-determnation
of the people of Western Sahara, in conformity with Security Counci l
resol uti ons 658 (1990) and 690 (1991), by which the Council adopted the
settlenent plan for Western Sahara;



4. Reaffirms that the goal on which all were agreed consists of the
hol ding of a free, fair and inpartial referendumfor the people of Wstern
Sahara, organi zed and conducted by the United Nations in cooperation with the
Organi zation of African Unity and without any mlitary or adm nistrative
constraints, in conformity with the settlenment plan

5. Notes with concern the insufficient progress made towards the
fulfilnment of the settlenent plan, including the identification process, the
code of conduct, the release of political prisoners, the confinement of troops
of the Frente Popular para |a Liberaci 6n de Saguia el-Hantra y de Rio de Oo
and the arrangenents for the reduction of the Mroccan troops in the
territory;

6. Calls upon the Kingdom of Morocco and the Frente Popul ar para
| a Liberaci én de Saguia el-Hantra y de Rio de O o to work with the
Secretary-General and the United Nations Mssion for the Referendumin
Western Sahara in a spirit of genuine cooperation to inplenent the settlenent
plan in accordance with the relevant Security Council resolutions;

7. Takes note of the decision of the Security Council to reviewthe
arrangenents for the conpletion of the identification process on the basis of
the report of the Secretary-General requested in paragraph 4 of its
resolution 1017 (1995) and to consider at that tinme any further necessary
nmeasures whi ch m ght need to be taken to ensure the pronpt conpletion of that
process and of all the other aspects relevant to the fulfilment of the
settl enent plan;

8. Expresses the hope that direct tal ks between the two parties wll
soon resune in order to create a propitious atnosphere conducive to speedy and
effective inplenentation of the settlenment plan;

9. Recal I s that the CGeneral Assenbly has requested the Speci al
Conmittee on the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the
Decl arati on on the Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es
to continue to consider the situation in Wstern Sahara, bearing in mnd the
ongoi ng referendum process, and to report thereon to the Assenbly at its
fifty-first session;

10. Decides to follow the devel opnent of the situation in
West ern Sahara and to consider the question at its fifty-third session, as a
matter of high priority, under the agenda itementitled "The right of peoples
to self-determination and its application to peoples under colonial or alien
domi nation or foreign occupation”
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1996/7. Mddle East peace process

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolutions 1994/4 of 18 February 1994 and 1995/ 6 of
17 February 1995, CGeneral Assenbly resolutions 49/88 of 16 Decenber 1994 and
50/ 21 of 12 Decenber 1995, and Economi ¢ and Social Council resolutions 1994/29
of 27 July 1994 and 1995/52 of 28 July 1995,

Recalling also the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23) adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts,

Stressing that the achi evement of a conprehensive, just and |asting
settlenent of the Mddle East conflict will constitute a significant
contribution to strengthening international peace and security, and is a
critical condition for the furthering of human rights in the region,

Recal ling the convening of the International Peace Conference on the
M ddl e East in Madrid on 30 Cctober 1991, on the basis of Security Counci
resol utions 242 (1967) of 22 Novenber 1967 and 338 (1973) of 22 Cctober 1973,
and the subsequent bilateral negotiations, as well as the neetings of the
mul tilateral working groups, and noting with satisfaction the broad
i nternational support for the peace process,

Noting the continuing positive participation of the United Nations as a
full extraregional participant in the work of the nultilateral working groups,

Bearing in nmind the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Governnent
Arrangenents, signed by the Governnent of Israel and the Pal estine Liberation
Organi zation in Washington, D.C. on 13 Septenber 1993, the Agreenment on the
Gaza Strip and the Jericho Area, signed by the Governnment of |srael and the
Pal estine Liberation O ganization in Cairo on 4 May 1994, and the Interim
Agreenent on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip signed by the Governnent of
I srael and the Pal estine Liberation O ganization in Washington, D.C. on
28 Sept enber 1995,

Al so bearing in mnd the Agreenent between Israel and Jordan on the
Common Agenda, signed in Washington, D.C. on 14 Septenber 1993, the Agreenent
on the Preparatory Transfer of Powers and Responsibilities signed by the
Governnent of Israel and the Pal estine Liberation O ganization on
29 August 1994, and the Jordan-Israel Treaty of Peace of 26 Cctober 1994,

Recal ling the Declaration on Measures to Elinminate Internationa
Terrorismannexed to CGeneral Assenbly resolution 49/60, in which the Assenbly
decl ared that acts, methods and practices of terrorismconstituted a grave
vi ol ati on of the purposes and principles of the United Nations, and m ght pose
a threat to international peace and security, jeopardize friendly relations
anong States, hinder international cooperation and aimat the destruction of
human rights, fundamental freedons and the denocratic bodies of society,

1. Stresses the inportance of, and the need for, achieving a
conprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Mddl e East;



2. Enphasi zes that the achi evement of such a peace is vital to the
full inplenentation of human rights in the area

3. Wl cones the peace process started in Madrid and supports the
subsequent bil ateral negotiations;

4, Al so wel conmes the establishnment of the Palestinian Authority and
its positive efforts to devel op sound governance based on the will of the
Pal esti ni an peopl e and denocratic procedures;

5. Further wel cones the elections for the Pal estinian Interim
Sel f- Governing Authority held on 20 January 1996 which provide a denocratic
basis for the establishment of Palestinian institutions;

6. Supports the declaration adopted at the Sumrmit of Peacenakers held
at Sharm El Shei kh, Egypt, on 13 March 1996, which had as its objectives
enhanci ng the peace process, pronoting security and conbating terrorism and
condemms terrorist attacks in the Mddle East which seek to undernine the
peace process and whi ch have caused loss of |life and injuries;

7. Calls upon the Centre for Hunman Rights to nmake avail able, on
request, its programe of advisory services and technical assistance to the
Pal estinian Authority, and invites Governments to contribute to the progranre;

8. Expresses its full support for the achi evenents of the peace
process thus far, in particular the Declaration of Principles on Interim

Sel f - Government Arrangenents, signed on 13 Septenber 1993 by the Governnent of
I srael and the Pal estine Liberation Organization, the representative of the
Pal esti ni an peopl e, the subsequent Agreenment on the Gaza Strip and the Jericho
Area, signed on 4 May 1994 by the Governnment of |srael and the Pal estine

Li berati on Organi zation, their 29 August 1994 Agreenent on the Preparatory
Transfer of Powers and Responsibilities, the InterimAgreenment on the

West Bank and the Gaza Strip, of 28 Septenmber 1995, the Agreenent between

I srael and Jordan on the Conmon Agenda, of 14 Septenber 1993, the Washi ngton
Decl aration, signed by Jordan and Israel on 25 July 1994, and the
Jordan-1srael Treaty of Peace of 26 October 1994, which constitute inportant
steps in achieving a conprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Mddle East,
and urges all parties to inplenment the agreenents reached;

9. Encour ages the continuation of negotiations on the inplenentation
of the next stage of the Declaration of Principles.
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1996/8. |nplenentation of the Programme of Action
for the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and
Racial Discrimnation

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng the obligation of States under the Charter of the
United Nations to pronote and encourage universal respect for, and observance
of, human rights and fundanmental freedons for all without distinction as to
race, sex, |anguage or religion,

Reaffirm ng its conviction that racismand racial discrimnation
constitute a total negation of the purposes and principles of the Charter of
the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Hunan Ri ghts,

Reaffirmng its firmdeternination and its commitnent to eradicate
totally and unconditionally racismin all its fornms and racial discrimnation,

Recalling its resolution 1995/11 of 24 February 1995,

Recal ling the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the International
Convention on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Racial Discrimnation and the
Convention against Discrimnation in Education adopted by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural O ganization on 14 Decenber 1960,

Bearing in mind General Assenbly resolutions 3057 (XXVIII) of
2 Novenber 1973 on the first Decade for Action to Conbat Raci sm and Raci al
Di scrimnation and 38/ 14 of 22 Novenber 1983 on the Second Decade to Conbat
Raci sm and Raci al Discrimnation,

Recal ling the reconmendation of the two World Conferences to Conbat
Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation, held at Geneva in 1978 and 1983,

Wl coming the outconme of the Wirld Conference on Human Rights and, in
particular, the attention given in the Vienna Declaration and Programe of
Action (A/ CONF.155/23) to the elimnation of racism racial discrimnation,
xenophobi a and rel ated intol erance,

Noting with grave concern that, despite the efforts of the international
conmuni ty, the principal objectives of two Decades to Conmbat Raci sm and Raci al
Di scrimnati on have not been attained and that mllions of human bei ngs
continue to this day to be the victins of varied forns of raci smand racial
di scri m nation,

Aware of the inportance and magni tude of the phenonenon of nigrant
workers, as well as the efforts undertaken by the international conmunity to
i mprove the protection of the human rights of migrant workers and nmenbers of
their famlies,

Recalling the adoption by the General Assenbly, at its forty-fifth
session, of the International Convention on the Protection of the R ghts of
Al Mgrant Wrkers and Menbers of Their Famlies,



Awar e t hat indigenous people are at tinmes victinms of particular forns of
raci smand racial discrimnation

Wl comi ng Ceneral Assenbly resolution 48/ 91 of 20 Decenber 1993, in which
the Assenbly decided to proclaimthe Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Raci a
Di scrimnation, beginning in 1993, and to adopt the Programmre of Action
proposed for the Third Decade,

Deeply concerned that none of the activities provided for in the
Programe of Action for the Third Decade has been inplenented owing to | ack of
funds,

Enphasi zi ng the i nmportance of establishing at the Centre for Hunan R ghts
a focal point for coordinating all the programes to be inplenmented by
United Nations bodies, the specialized agencies and intergovernnental and
non- gover nmental organi zations for the realization of the objectives of the
Thi rd Decade,

Enphasi zi ng al so the inportance of the activities of the Speci al
Rapporteur on contenporary racism racial discrimnnation, xenophobia and
related forms of intolerance,

1. Declares that all forns of racismand racial discrimination
whet her institutionalized or resulting fromofficial doctrines of racia
superiority or exclusivity, such as "ethnic cleansing", are anong the nost
serious violations of human rights in the contenporary world and nust be
conbated by all avail abl e neans;

2. Commrends all States that have ratified or acceded to the
international instrunents to conbat raci smand racial discrimnation;

3. Appeal s to those States that have not yet done so to consider
rati fying, acceding to and inplenenting the relevant internationa
instrunments, particularly the International Convention on the Elinination of
Al Forms of Racial Discrimnation and the Convention against Discrimnation
in Educati on;

4, Encourages States to Iimt the extent of any reservation they
| odge to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forns of
Racial Discrinmnation and to formulate any reservation as precisely and
as narrowmy as possible while ensuring that no reservation is inconpatible
with the object and purpose of the Convention or otherw se contrary to
i nternational |aw,

5. Urges all Governnments to take all necessary neasures to conbat new
fornms of racism in particular ongoing adjustnment of the nethods used to
conbat them especially in the legislative, adm nistrative, education and
i nformation fields;

6. Invites all CGovernnents and international and non-governnent a
organi zations to increase and intensify their activities to conbat raci smand
raci al discrinmnation and to provide relief and assistance to the victins of
t hese evils;



7. Invites the Secretary-General to take action to coordinate all the
programes currently being carried out by United Nations bodies with a viewto
achi eving the objectives of the Third Decade;

8. Again invites the Secretary-Ceneral to establish within the Centre
for Human Rights a focal point, the creation of which had been called for by
t he Econoni ¢ and Soci al Council;

9. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue the study on the effects
of racial discrimnation on the children of nminorities and those of m grant
workers in the fields of education, training and enploynent, and to submt,
inter alia, specific recomendations for the inplenmentation of measures to
conbat the effects of that discrimnation

10. Calls upon all Menber States to consider signing and ratifying or
acceding to the International Convention on the Protection of the R ghts of
Al Mgrant Wrkers and Menbers of Their Families as a matter of priority, so
that it can enter into force as soon as possi bl e;

11. Urges the Secretary-Ceneral, United Nations bodies and specialized
agenci es, all CGovernnents, intergovernnental organizations and rel evant
non- gover nmental organi zations, in inplenenting the Programe of Action for
the Third Decade, to pay particular attention to the situation of indigenous
peopl e;

12. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to publish and distribute as soon as
possi bl e the nodel |egislation on racismand racial discrinination for the
gui dance of Governnments in the enactnment of further [egislation against racia
di scri m nation;

13. Invites the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zation to expedite the preparation of teaching materials and teaching
aids to pronote teaching, training and education activities on hunman rights
and agai nst racismand racial discrinmnation, with particular enphasis on
activities at the primary and second | evel s of education

14. Regrets that sone of the activities for the Second Decade to Conbat
Raci sm and Raci al Discrimnation have not been inplenented because of |ack of
adequat e resources;

15. Deeply regrets that the financial resources which should have been
all ocated for the inplenentation of the 1994-1995 biennial programre for the
Third Decade were not provided;

16. Requests, therefore, the Secretary-General to include the
activities for the Third Decade not inplenented in the 1994-1995 bi ennia
programe in the future programre for the Decade and to provide the resources
necessary for it;



17. Not es the request of the CGeneral Assenbly addressed to the
Secretary-General to consult Menber States and intergovernnmental, as well as
non- gover nmental , organi zati ons on the possibility of holding a world
conference to conbat racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia and rel ated
contenporary forms of intolerance

18. Recommends that the Economic and Social Council, at its substantive
session of 1996, request the Secretary-General to take the necessary measures
in order to transmt the results of these consultations to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session

19. Calls upon the international conmunity to provide the
Secretary-General with appropriate financial resources for efficient action
agai nst racismand racial discrimnation

20. Invites all CGovernnents, United Nations bodies, the specialized
agenci es and ot her intergovernnental organizations, as well as interested
non- gover nment al organi zations in consultative status with the Econoni c and
Social Council, to participate fully in the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and
Raci al Discrimnation;

21. Consi ders that voluntary contributions to the Trust Fund for the
Programe for the Decade to Conbat Raci smand Racial Discrinination are
i ndi spensabl e for the inplenmentation of the Progranme;

22. Strongly appeals, therefore, to all Governnents, organizations and
individuals in a position to do so to contribute generously to the Trust Fund,
and to this end requests the Secretary-General to continue to undertake
appropriate contacts and initiatives to encourage contributions;

23. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure that the necessary
financial resources are provided for the inplenentation of the activities of
the Third Decade during the biennium 1996-1997;

24, Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the Programme
of Action for the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 71 and Add. 1);

25. Recommends that the activities nentioned in the plan of activities
to be carried out during the first third of the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm
and Racial Discrimnation (1994-1997), as contained in the report of the
Secretary-General to the Economic and Social Council at its substantive
session of 1994 (E/ 1994/97), should be inpl enmented;

26. Decides to naintain on its agenda the itementitled "Inplenmentation
of the Programme of Action for the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Raci a
Di scrimnation" and to consider it as a matter of high priority at its
fifty-third session.
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1996/9. Human rights and unilateral coercive nmeasures

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nati ons,

Reaf firm ng the pertinent principles and provisions contained in the
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States proclained by the
General Assenmbly in its resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 Decenber 1974, in
particular article 32 which declares that no State nmay use or encourage the
use of economic, political or any other type of neasures to coerce another
State in order to obtain fromit the subordination of the exercise of its
sovereign rights,

Recogni zi ng the universal, indivisible, interdependent and interrel ated
character of all human rights and, in this regard, reaffirmng the right to
devel opnent as an integral part of all hunman rights,

Recalling that the Wrld Conference on Human Rights called upon States to
refrain fromany unilateral neasure not in accordance with international |aw
and the Charter of the United Nations that creates obstacles to trade
rel ati ons anong States and inpedes the full realization of all human rights,

Bearing in nmind all the references to this question in the fina
docunents adopted by the Wrld Sumrit on Social Devel opnent, held in
Copenhagen in 1995, and the Fourth Wirld Conference on Wnen: Action for
Equal ity, Devel opment and Peace, held in Beijing in 1995,

Reaffirming its previous resolutions on this question

Deeply concerned that, despite the reconmendati ons adopted on this issue
by the General Assenbly and recent mejor United Nations conferences and
contrary to general international |aw and the Charter of the United Nations,
unil ateral coercive neasures continue to be pronul gated and i nplenented with
all their negative inmplications including their extraterritorial effects,

t hereby creating additional obstacles to the full enjoynment of all human
rights by peoples and individual s,

Taki ng note of the report submitted by the Secretary-CGeneral pursuant to
Conmi ssion resolution 1995/45 (E/ CN. 4/1996/ 45 and Add. 1),

1. Calls once again upon all States to refrain from adopting or
i mpl ementing any unilateral neasure not in accordance with international |aw
and the Charter of the United Nations, in particular those of a coercive
nature with extraterritorial effects, which create obstacles to trade
rel ati ons anong States, thus inpeding the full realization of the rights set
forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and other internationa
human rights instruments, in particular the right of individuals and peopl es
to devel oprent;



2. Rej ects the application of such nmeasures as tools for political or
econom ¢ pressure agai nst any country, particularly against devel opi ng
countries, because of their negative effects on the realization of all the
human rights of vast sectors of their populations, inter alia children, wonen
and the el derly;

3. Reaffirms, in this context, the right of all peoples to
self-determ nation, by virtue of which they freely deternmine their politica
status and freely pursue their econonic, social and cultural devel opnent;

4, Also reaffirnms that essential goods such as food and nedi ci nes
shoul d not be used as tools for political coercion, and that in no case nay a
peopl e be deprived of its own neans of subsistence;

5. Endorses the criteria of the Wirking Group on the Right to
Devel opnent according to which unilateral coercive neasures are one of the
obstacles to the inplenentation of the Declaration on the Right to
Devel opnent ;

6. Urges the working group on the inplenentation and pronotion of the
right to devel opnent to take into account the negative inpact of unilatera
coercive neasures in its task concerning the inplenmentation of the right to
devel opnent ;

7. Requests the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Hunan Rights, in
di scharging his functions relating to the pronotion, realization and
protection of the right to devel opnent, to pay due attention and give urgent
consideration to the present resol ution;

8. Deci des to examine this question, on a priority basis, at its
fifty-third session under the sane agenda item
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1996/ 10. Human rights and extrene poverty
The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts recogni ze that the
i deal of free hunman beings enjoying freedomfromfear and want can be achieved
only if conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his econom c, social
and cultural rights, as well as his civil and political rights,

Recalling also that the eradication of w despread poverty, including its
nost persistent fornms, and the full enjoyment of economic, social and cultura
rights and civil and political rights remain interrel ated goal s,



Deeply concerned by the fact that extrene poverty continues to spread
t hroughout the countries of the world, regardl ess of their economc, social or
cultural situation, and gravely affects the nost vul nerabl e and di sadvant aged
i ndividuals, famlies and groups, who are thus hindered in the exercise of
their rights and their fundanental freedons,

Noting the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which
recogni zes that there are in all countries in the world children living in
especially difficult conditions and that special attention should be paid to
such chil dren,

Wl coming the rel evant provisions of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme
of Action (A CONF.157/23) adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolution 1990/15 of 23 February 1990, in which it
requested the Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of
Mnorities to carry out a specific study of extrenme poverty and socia
exclusion, its resolution 1991/14 of 22 February 1991, in which it recommended
t hat the Sub- Commi ssion should give attention nore particularly to the
conditions in which the poorest thensel ves can convey their experience
and their thinking, its resolution 1992/11 of 21 February 1992, its
resol ution 1993/ 13 of 26 February 1993 approvi ng the appoi ntnment of
M. Leandro Despouy as Special Rapporteur for that study, its
resol ution 1994/ 12 of 25 February 1994, in which it approved the
recomendati ons of the Special Rapporteur relating to the organization of
a sem nar on extrenme poverty and the denial of human rights, and its
resol ution 1995/ 16 of 24 February 1995, in which it took note of the
concl usi ons and reconmrendati ons of that semi nar (E/ CN.4/1995/101) and invited
t he Speci al Rapporteur to give due attention to the Copenhagen Decl arati on and
Programme of Action of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent (A/ CONF. 166/9),

Recalling al so General Assenbly resolutions 48/ 183 of 21 Decenber 1993,
in which the Assenmbly proclainmed the International Year for the Eradication of
Poverty, which will be celebrated in 1996, and 49/179, dated 23 Decenber 1994,
in which the Assenbly reaffirned that extrenme poverty and social excl usion
constitute a violation of human dignity and that States nmust foster
participation by the poorest,

Wl comi ng the adoption by the General Assenbly of resolution 50/107 of
20 Decenber 1995, in which the Assenbly proclained the first United Nations
Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (1997-2006),

Stressing that, in the Copenhagen Declarati on and Programe of Action
Governnents comm tted thensel ves to eradicating poverty throughout the world
t hrough national action and international cooperation, taking account of the
fact that this is an ethical, social, political and econom c inperative of
humanki nd,

Recal ling that, in the Copenhagen Declaration, CGovernnents conmitted
thenselves to ensuring that all nmen and wonen, especially those living in
poverty, may exercise the rights, utilize the resources and share the
responsibilities that enable themto | ead satisfying Iives and contribute to
the well-being of their famlies, conmmunities and humanki nd,

- 53 -



Recalling also that in the Copenhagen Decl aration and Progranme of Action
States decided to formulate or strengthen, preferably by the year 1996, the
International Year for the Eradication of Poverty, national policies and
strategi es geared to substantially reducing all forns of poverty, reducing
i nequalities and eradicating absolute poverty by a target date to be specified
by each country, and to develop a precise definition and assessnent of
absol ute poverty,

Recalling further the Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action of the
Fourth Wirl d Conference on Wonen: Action for Equality, Devel opnent and Peace
(A CONF. 177/ 20), which recogni zes the persistent and increasing burden of
poverty on wonen,

Bearing in nmind in this context the actions already undertaken in the
relevant foruns to ensure the realization of economc, social and cultura
rights,

M ndf ul of the second interimreport on hunman rights and extreme poverty
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 15), submitted to the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities at its forty-seventh session by
t he Speci al Rapporteur,

1. Reaffirnms that extreme poverty and exclusion from society
constitute a violation of hunman dignity and that urgent national and
international action is therefore required to elimnate them

2. Also reaffirms that, in accordance with the Vienna Decl aration and
Programe of Action (A/ CONF.157/23), it is essential for States to foster
participation by the nost destitute in the decision-nmaking process in their
conmunities, in the pronotion of human rights and in efforts to conbat extrene
poverty;

3. Draws the attention of the CGeneral Assenbly, specialized agencies,
United Nations bodies and intergovernnental organizations to the contradiction
bet ween the exi stence of situations of extrene poverty and exclusion from
soci ety, which must be overcone, and the duty to guarantee full enjoynment of
human rights;

4, Encourages the Comittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to
pay nore attention in its work to the question of extrene poverty and
excl usion from society;

5. Wl cones the fact that the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child, in
its discussions and work, gives attention to the situation of children living
in extrenme poverty with a viewto pronoting the enjoynent by all children of
all rights recognized in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and
encourages the Committee to continue in this way;

6. Recalls that, to ensure the protection of the rights of al
i ndi vidual s, non-discrimnation as regards the poorest and the effective
exercise of all human rights and fundanental freedons, a better understanding
i s needed of what people living in extrene poverty, including wonen and



children, endure and that thought must be given to the subject on the basis of
t he experience and ideas of the poorest thenselves and of those working
al ongsi de them

7. Endorses resol ution 1995/28 of 24 August 1995 of the Sub-Conmm ssion
on Prevention of Discrinination and Protection of Mnorities, in which the
Sub- Comi ssion took note with appreciation of the second interimreport of the
Speci al Rapporteur on human rights and extrene poverty (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1995/15)
and commended himfor having included in his report testinony and observations
by the nost destitute persons, since that brought greater awareness of the
living conditions of those in extrenme poverty and a better understandi ng of
the I'ink between extrene poverty and human rights;

8. Wl cones the fact that the Special Rapporteur, in his second
interimreport, took into consideration the Copenhagen Decl aration and
Programme of Action of the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent (A/ CONF. 166/9);

9. Awaits the final report on the study undertaken by the Specia
Rapporteur to be submitted to the Sub-Conmission at its forty-eighth session
and its potential contribution to the International Year for the Eradication
of Poverty and the United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty
(1997-2006) ;

10. Draws the attention of Governments, within the framework of the
el aboration of the definition of absolute poverty requested in the Copenhagen
Decl aration and Progranme of Action, to the reflection undertaken by the
Speci al Rapporteur concerning such a definition;

11. Invites the Special Rapporteur to continue to give special
attention to the foll owing aspects in preparing his reports:

(a) The effects of extreme poverty on the enjoynent and exercise of all
human rights and fundanental freedons of those affected by it;

(b) Efforts by the poorest thenselves to exercise their rights and
participate fully in the devel opment of the society in which they live;

(c) Conditions in which the poorest can convey their experiences and
i deas and becone partners in the realization of human rights;

(d) Means of pronoting a better understanding of the experiences and
i deas of the poorest and those working al ongsi de them

12. Also invites the Special Rapporteur, in the reconmendati ons which
he will submit in his final report, to suggest appropriate follow up neasures;

13. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the Special Rapporteur
with all necessary assistance for the fulfilment of his mandate, particularly
his consultations with United Nations bodi es, Governnents, specialized
agenci es and intergovernnmental and non-governmental organizations, including,
as appropriate, assistance fromthose with experience of the subject;



14. Wl cones the fact that the events organi zed by the United Nations
to celebrate the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty on
17 COctober focused on the poorest and gave due attention to events organi zed
wor | dwi de since 17 Cctober 1987 on the thene "Rejection of extrene poverty",
whi ch have underlined the relationship between extrene poverty and hunan
ri ghts;

15. Invites States, the organs of the United Nations and
i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organizations, in confornmity with the
Vi enna and Copenhagen Decl arati ons and Programmes of Action, to take into
account, in the activities to be undertaken within the framework of the
International Year and the International Decade for the Eradication of
Poverty, the links between the eradication of poverty and the realization of
human rights, as well as the efforts of the poorest to conbat poverty and the
i mportance of associating themwith the el aboration, inplenmentation, follow up
and eval uation of these activities;

16. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to nmake the second interimreport of
t he Speci al Rapporteur available to the special session of the Comm ssion for
Soci al Devel opnent within the framework of the follow up process of the Wrld
Summit on Social Devel opnment on the question of the eradication of poverty,
and to the next substantive session of the Econonic and Social Council, where
the coordination segnent will be devoted to activities undertaken to eradicate
poverty;

17. Deci des to consider this question at its fifty-third session under
the sane agenda item

34t h neeting

11 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. V.]

1996/ 11. Question of the realization in all countries of the

economi c, social and cultural rights contained in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in
the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and

Cultural Rights, and study of special problens
whi ch the devel oping countries face in their

efforts to achi eve these human rights

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling that the peoples of the United Nations have reaffirmed in
the Charter of the United Nations their faith in fundanental human rights,
in the dignity and worth of the hunman person and in the equal rights of nen
and woren, and have determ ned to pronote social progress and better standards
of living in larger freedom

M ndful that the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts provides that al
persons are entitled to the realization of their economc, social and cultura
rights, which are indispensable to their dignity and the free devel opnment of
their personality,



Recal ling the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cul tura
Ri ghts and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and
reaffirming that all human rights and fundanmental freedons are universal
i ndi vi si bl e, interdependent and interrelated and that the pronotion and
protection of one category of rights should never exenpt or excuse States from
the pronotion and protection of other rights,

Convi nced that equal attention and urgent consideration should be given
to the inplenentation, pronotion and protection of civil, political, economic,
social and cultural rights,

Recal ling the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action (A CONF.157/23),
adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts, which underlined the need for
a concerted effort to ensure recognition of econom c, social and cultura
rights at the national, regional and international |evels,

Recogni zi ng that, in accordance with the provisions of the Internationa
Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights, Menber States, individually
and through international cooperation, should intensify their efforts to
secure an adequate standard of living for all people, giving priority to those
l[iving in extrene poverty,

Recalling the essential inmportance of national efforts and internationa
solidarity and cooperati on based on free consent to the realization of the
right of all persons to an adequate standard of living for thensel ves and
their famlies, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to a
continuous inprovenent in living conditions,

Consci ous of the need to secure full respect for the rights contained in
the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights, including
the rights of the nost vul nerabl e and di sadvant aged,

Recal ling the adoption by the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent, held
i n Copenhagen in March 1995, of its inportant Declaration and Programme of
Action (A/ CONF.166/9), which call for the highest priority to be given in
nati onal, regional and international policies and actions to the pronotion of
soci al progress, justice and the betternment of the human condition based on
full participation by all,

Enphasi zi ng the i nmportance of the Linburg Principles on the
i mpl ement ati on of the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cul tura
Ri ghts (E/ CN. 4/1987/17),

Recogni zi ng that popul ar participation in its various fornms is an
i mportant factor in developnment and in the full realization of all human
rights,

Reaffirm ng the inportance of increasing public awareness of the
Conmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the role that
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons can play in that regard,



Recalling that the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts encouraged t he
Conmi ssion on Hurman Rights, in cooperation with the Conmittee on Econom c,
Social and Cultural Rights, to continue the exanination of optional protocols
to the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural R ghts,

Wl coming the efforts made with a view to an intensive study of the
I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and
recogni zi ng the urgent need for an effective multidisciplinary approach to the
pronotion and protection of the rights contained in the Covenant,

Recalling its resolution 1995/15 of 24 February 1995,

1. Affirms that the full respect for the rights contained in the
I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights is inextricably
linked with the process of devel opnent, the central purpose of which is the
realization of the potentialities of the human person in harnony with the
effective participation of all nenbers of society in relevant deci sion-naking
processes as agents and beneficiaries of developnment, as well as fair
di stribution of the benefits of devel opnent;

2. Wl cones the inportant work of the Conmittee on Economic, Socia
and Cultural Rights in its continuing efforts to give inpetus to the
i mpl enentati on process and to devel op greater in-depth understanding of the
rel evant issues within the framework of the International Covenant on
Economi c, Social and Cultural Rights by hol ding general discussions on
specific rights or articles and by adopti ng general conments;

3. Takes note with interest of General Comment No. 6 adopted by the
Committee on the econonmic, social and cultural rights of ol der persons
(E/ C 12/ 1995/ 16/ Rev. 1) ;

4, Also takes note with interest of the report of the Comrmittee on
the technical assistance mission to Panama (E/ C 12/1995/8), undertaken in
accordance with the procedure for followup action adopted by the Conmittee
and in pursuance of article 23 of the International Covenant on Economi c,
Social and Cultural Rights;

5. Takes note of the steps taken by the Committee for the drafting of
an optional protocol to the International Covenant on Econonmic, Social and
Cultural Rights granting the right of individuals or groups to subnit
conmuni cati ons concerni ng non-conpliance with the Covenant, including the
general discussion held in 1995, and wel conmes the information subnitted by the
Conmittee to the Comm ssion on Human Rights on this issue (E/ CN. 4/1996/96);

6. Encourages States parties to continue to give their full support
and cooperation to the Conmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural R ghts and
to use their reporting obligation as a process to assist the realization of
economni c, social and cultural rights, ensuring popul ar participation in the
nati onal consideration of their periodic reports, as well as the wi dest
possi bl e distribution of those reports at the national |evel;



7. Urges all States parties to submt their reports in a regular and
tinmely manner, as reconmended in the Vienna Statenment of the Internationa
Human Rights Treaty Bodi es, adopted during the Wrld Conference on Human
Ri ghts (A/ CONF. 157/ TBB/ 4 and Add. 1);

8. Recogni zes the inportance of using appropriate indicators as a
nmeans of measuring or assessing progress in the realization of human rights,
as referred to in the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23);

9. Recal I s the concl usi ons and recomendati ons of the 1993 seni nar on
appropriate indicators to nmeasure achi evenents in the progressive realization
of economic, social and cultural rights, and reconmends that, as a follow up
the Centre for Human Ri ghts convene expert sem nars focused on specific
economnic, social and cultural rights with a viewto clarifying the particular
content of these rights;

10. Invites Menber States, when including nmeasures to ensure the
pronotion and protection of human rights in national |egislation, policies and
devel opnent programres, to consider the desirability of drawing up a nationa
action plan identifying steps to inprove the situation of human rights, to
seek the participation of communities affected by the non-realization of these
rights, as well as to identify specific national benchmarks designed to give
effect to the mnimum essential |evels of economc, social and cultura
rights;

11. Reaffirns the inportance of ensuring the study of specific
econoni c, social and cultural rights, and in this framework recogni zes the
interest of the final report on the right to adequate housing, submtted by
M. Rajindar Sachar, Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Conm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities (E/ CN 4/Sub. 2/1995/12);

12. Takes note of the expert group neetings convened in preparation for
the United Nations Conference on Hunman Settlenments (Habitat 11), especially
the expert group neeting on the human right to adequate housi ng, organized in
January 1996, in Ceneva, by the Centre for Human Rights and the United Nations
Centre for Human Settlenents (Habitat), and the advisory panel neeting on
housi ng rights, organized also in January 1996, in New York, by the
United Nations Centre for Human Settl ements;

13. Wl cones the convening of the United Nations Conference on Hunan
Settlements (Habitat 11), to be held in Istanbul in June 1996;

14. Recalls, in this context, the international |egal foundations set
out in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Elimnation of
Al'l Fornms of Discrinination against Wnen, the International Convention on the
Elimnation of All Forns of Racial Discrimination, the Convention on the
Rights of the Child and the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, and
the conmitnents contained in the declarations, plans, programres and pl atforns
of action adopted at R o de Janeiro, Vienna, Cairo, Copenhagen and Beijing;



15. Wl cones the prelimnary report on the relationship between the
enj oynment of human rights, in particular economic, social and cultural rights,
and income distribution, prepared by the Special Rapporteur of the
Sub- Comi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,
M. José Bengoa (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 14);

16. Reaffirnms the inportance of enhancing the cooperation between the
financial institutions and the human rights bodies of the United Nations, in
particular through the participation of the representatives of those
institutions in the nmeetings of the human rights bodies;

17. Wl cones the dial ogue which has been established between human
rights bodies, in particular the Centre for Human Rights as coordinating foca
poi nt, and ot her bodies of the United Nations system including the
i nternational financial institutions, and encourages these bodies to increase
their participation in the neetings of human rights bodies, including the
treaty nmonitoring bodies, as well as to assess the inpact of their policies
and progranmmres on the enjoynment of human rights;

18. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on a prelimnnary
set of basic policy guidelines on structural adjustnent progranmes and
econom ¢, social and cultural rights (E/ CN. 4/ Sub.2/1995/10);

19. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to invite the internationa
financial institutions to continue considering the possibility of organizing
an expert sem nar on the role of these institutions in the realization of
econom ¢, social and cultural rights;

20. Requests the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to
continue to pronote coordination of the human rights activities of the
United Nations and those of devel opnment agencies with a view to draw ng upon
their relevant expertise and support;

21. Encourages the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to
continue to take into full consideration econom c, social and cultural rights
in carrying out his nandate;

22. Encour ages country rapporteurs to consider including, when
appropriate, a specific reference to the enjoynent of economc, social and
cultural rights in their reports;

23. Encourages the Centre for Human Rights to nmake avail abl e, through
its programme of advisory services and technical assistance, expert assistance
to States for the purpose of fornulating policies on economc, social and
cultural rights, and devel opi ng the inplenentation of coherent and
conprehensi ve plans of action for the pronotion and protection of human
rights, as well as devel opi ng adequate neans of eval uating and nonitoring
their realization;



24, Deci des to consider issues raised in the present resolution at its
fifty-third session under the appropriate agenda item

35th neeting

11 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. V.]

1996/ 12. Effects on the full enjoynment of human rights of the

econom ¢ adj ustnent policies arising fromforeign
debt and, in particular, on the inplenentation of
the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling that the purpose of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts
is the full pronotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedons,
nanmely, civil, political, econonmic, social and cultural rights,

Bearing in nmind that one of the purposes of the United Nations is to
achi eve international cooperation in solving international problens of an
economni ¢, social, cultural or humanitarian character

Recal |l i ng General Assenbly resolution 32/130 of 16 Decenber 1977,

Reaffirm ng the Declaration on Social Progress and Devel opnent proclai med
by the General Assenbly in its resolution 2542 (XXIV) of 11 Decenber 1969 and
the Decl aration on the Ri ght to Devel opnment adopted by the General Assenbly in
its resolution 41/128 of 4 Decenber 1986,

Bearing in nmind all resolutions adopted in this regard by the
Sub- Commi ssi on on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,

Recogni zing that the activities of the various organi zations in the
United Nations systemshould be closely interrelated and that it is necessary
to draw on all the efforts made in the various disciplines related to the
human person in order to pronote all human rights effectively,

Aware that the serious problem of the external debt burden renains one of
the nost critical factors adversely affecting econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent
and living standards in many devel oping countries, with serious effects of a
soci al nature,

Concerned about the repercussions of structural adjustnment progranmmes on
the realization and full enjoynent of econonmic, social and cultural rights,

Recogni zi ng the need to address the obstacles that inpede the
i mpl enentati on of the Declaration on the Right to Devel opment and the
enj oynent of economic, social and cultural rights all over the world,



Aware of the fact that the Wrking Goup on the Right to Devel opnent
identified the problemof foreign debt as one of the obstacles to devel opnent
and, consequently, to the inplenentation of the Declaration on the Right to
Devel opnent,

Deeply concerned that the debt-service obligations remain high, that the
factors determning the capacity to pay have not noved in consonance with the
debt-service obligations of the majority of devel oping countries and that the
prospects for reducing the adverse effects of the debt burden on the
devel opnent process in devel opi ng countries continue to be uncertain

Noti ng that devel oping countries still neet their debt obligations at
consi derabl e cost to their econonies,

Noting with regret the negative effects of the policies adopted to face
situations of external debt burden on the realization and enjoynent of
econom ¢, social and cultural rights,

Stressing that the present international econonic order continues to be
unfair and needs to be transforned,

Stressing also that neasures for debt reduction need to be acconpani ed by
Vi gorous neasures ainmed at inproving the international econom c environnment in
order to facilitate the growh and devel opnent of devel opi ng countries,

Considering that the new strategies for solving the debt problem of both
official and private origin, require policies of econom ¢ adjustnment
acconpani ed by growth and devel opnent and that it is essential, wthin those
policies, to give priority consideration in their inplenmentation to human
condi tions, including standards of living, housing, health, food, education
and enpl oynent of the popul ati on, especially anong the nost vul nerable and
| owi ncone groups,

Taking into account the particular concern expressed by the
Ceneral Assenbly at the growi ng deterioration of living conditions of the
large majority of people in the developing world, at its negative effects on
the full enjoynent of human rights and especially at the very serious econonic
situation of the African continent and at the terrible effects of the heavy
burden of external debt on the devel oping countries,

Recalling all its resolutions related to the debt crisis,

Taking into account the reports subnmitted by the Secretary-General in
accordance with its resolutions 1994/11 and 1995/13 (E/ CN. 4/1995/25 and Add. 1
and 2 and E/ CN. 4/1996/22),

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-Cenera
submitted in accordance with its resolution 1995/ 13;

2. Stresses the inportance of continuing to inplenent inmediate
actions for alleviating the debt and debt-service burdens of devel oping
countries with external debt problens in the framework of the realization of
econom ¢, social and cultural rights;



3. Enphasi zes the need for additional debt-reduction nmeasures, in
particul ar, cancellation or partial reduction of the official debt or debt
service, and consideration of other possible specific fornms and neans of
resolving the external debt problem of the devel oping countries, including
reschedul i ng agreenents, and for an urgent solution to the comercial and
nmultilateral debt owed by devel oping countries, taking into account the needs
of debtor countries;

4, Stresses the need for new financial flows to debtor devel opi ng
countri es;
5. Urges creditor countries and nultilateral financial institutions to

continue to extend concessional financial assistance in order to support the

i mpl enent ati on by the devel opi ng countries of their econom c reform progranmnes
that enable themto achi eve adequate technol ogi cal and productive progress, to
extricate thensel ves from debt overhang and to obtain econom ¢ growh and
devel opnent and to conpensate, in sone neasure, the devel oping countries that
neet their obligations at considerable cost to their econom es;

6. Affirms that debt repaynments should not take precedence over the
basic rights of the people of debtor countries to food, shelter, clothing,
enpl oynent, health services and a heal thy environnent;

7. Stresses that foreign debt continues to be one of the major
obstacles to the realization of the right to devel opnent;

8. Requests the working group on the inplenentati on and pronotion of
the right to devel opnent to pay special attention inits work to the socia
repercussions of the policies adopted to face the effects of external debt on
the realization of econom c, social and cultural rights and to make
recomendations in this regard;

9. Recogni zes that there is a need for nore transparency in the
activities of international financial institutions;

10. Requests the international financial institutions to report
periodically to the CGeneral Assenbly and the Econonmic and Social Council on
the social repercussions of their policies on the full enjoyment of econonic,
social and cultural rights in the devel opi ng countri es;

11. Considers that, in order to find a durable solution to the debt
crisis, there is a need for a political dialogue within the United Nations
system between creditor and debtor countries, based on the principle of shared
responsi bility;

12. Al so considers that this dialogue should contribute to the
initiation of an integral process ained at restructuring the internationa
econoni ¢ order, with the objective of achieving nore equitable and fair
relations anong all nations of the world;

13. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue the efforts to carry out

this dialogue and to subnit to the Commission at its fifty-third session,
after a high-level consultation process with Governnents, heads of
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nmultilateral financial institutions and specialized agencies, as well as
with intergovernmental and non-governnental organizations, a report on
the neasures to be inplenented in order to achieve a durable solution to
the debt crisis of devel oping countries, so that they may fully enjoy al
human ri ghts;

14. Affirms that the process of consultations already initiated by the
Secretary-General in accordance with Conmi ssion resolution 1994/11 of
25 February 1994 should lead to the convening of high-level neetings at the
regi onal and gl obal Ievels;

15. Requests the United Nations H gh Conmm ssioner for Human Rights to
continue to pay particular attention to the problem of the debt burden of
devel opi ng countri es;

16. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to establish a programme unit in the
Centre for Human Rights for the pronotion of economic, social and cultura
rights, in particular those related to the debt burden of devel oping countries
and the inplenmentation of the right to devel opnent;

17. Deci des to continue to consider this matter at its fifty-third
sessi on, under the sanme agenda item

35th neeting

11 April 1996
[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 34 votes

to 16, with 1 abstention. See chap. V.]

1996/ 13. Hunan rights and the environnment

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolution 1995/14 of 24 February 1995, in which it
requested the Secretary-General to subnit to the Commission, at its
fifty-second session, a report containing the opinions of Governnents,
speci al i zed agenci es and intergovernnental and non-governnental organizations
on the issues raised in the final report subnitted to the Sub-Comm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities by its Specia
Rapporteur on human rights and the environnent, Ms. Fatnma Zohra Ksenti ni
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1994/ 9 and Corr. 1),

Recalling also its resolutions 1993/90 of 10 March 1993 and 1994/ 65
of 9 March 1994,

Taki ng note of resolutions 1994/27 and 1994/ 37 of 26 August 1994
and 1995/23 of 24 August 1995 of the Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,

Taking into account the report submitted by the Secretary-Ceneral in
accordance with its resolution 1995/ 14 on human rights and the environnent
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 23 and Add. 1),



Aware that the Secretary-CGeneral continues to receive opinions on the

issues raised in the final report of the Special Rapporteur on hunman rights
and the environment,

1. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to renew his request for the
opi ni ons of Governments, specialized agencies and intergovernnmental and
non- gover nnental organi zations and to submit a report to the Conm ssion on
Human Rights at its fifty-third session

2. Decides to continue its consideration of this issue at its
fifty-third session under the agenda itementitled "Question of the
realization in all countries of the economc, social and cultural rights
contained in the Universal Declaration of Hunan Ri ghts and in the
I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and study
of special problens which the devel oping countries face in their efforts to
achi eve these human rights."

35th neeting

11 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. V.]

1996/ 14. Adverse effects of the illicit novenent and dunpi ng

of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on the
enj oynent of human rights

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts and the Vi enna
Decl aration and Progranme of Action (A/ CONF.157/23), particularly on the
guestion of the human rights to life and to good health,

Recalling its resolutions 1989/42 of 6 March 1989, 1990/ 43 of
6 March 1990, 1991/47 of 5 March 1991, 1993/90 of 10 March 1993 and 1995/ 81
of 8 March 1995,

Recal ling al so General Assenbly resolutions 42/183 of 11 Decenber 1987,
43/ 212 of 20 Decenber 1988, 44/226 of 22 Decenber 1989, 45/13 of
7 Noverber 1990 and 46/ 126 of 17 Decenber 1991 and Economi ¢ and Soci al Counci
deci si on 1995/288 of 25 July 1995,

Recalling further resolution 1153 (XLVIII) of 25 May 1988 of the Counci
of Mnisters of the Organization of African Unity declaring that the dunping
of toxic wastes in the continent was a crinme against Africa and the African
peopl e,

Affirmng that the illicit novenment and dunping of toxic and dangerous
products and wastes constitute a serious threat to the human rights to life
and health of individuals, particularly in devel oping countries that do not
have the technol ogies to process them



Recal ling resolutions GC(XXXI11)/RES/ 509 on the dunping of nucl ear wastes
and resol ution GC( XXXl V)/ RES/ 530 Establishing a Code of Practice on
I nternational Transboundary Movenent of Radi oactive Waste, adopted on
29 Septenber 1989 and 21 Septenber 1990 respectively by the General Conference
of the International Atomic Energy Agency, and the decision of the CGenera
Conference to keep the question of the international transboundary novements
of radioactive waste under active review, including the desirability of
concluding a legally binding instrunent under the auspices of the
International Atom c Energy Agency, in view of their adverse effects on
the human rights to Iife and health of every human person

M ndful of the call by the Wrld Conference on Hunan Rights on all States
to adopt and vigorously inplenment existing conventions relating to the dunping
of toxic and dangerous products and wastes and to cooperate in the prevention
of illicit dunping,

Aware of the increasing rate of dunmping in African and ot her devel opi ng
countries by transnational corporations and other enterprises from
i ndustrialized countries of hazardous and other wastes that constitute a
serious threat to the human rights to life and health of everyone, and which
t hey cannot dispose of within their territories of operation

Awar e al so that nany devel oping countries do not have the nationa
capacities and technol ogies to process such wastes in order to eradicate or
di mi ni sh their adverse effects on the human rights to |life and heal th,

Havi ng considered the prelimnary report of the Special Rapporteur
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 17),

1. Takes note of the prelimnary report of the Special Rapporteur and
in particular her prelimnary conclusions and reconmrendati ons;

2. Notes with grave concern that the increasing rate of illicit
dunpi ng of toxic and dangerous products and wastes in devel opi ng countries
continues adversely to affect the human rights to life and health of
i ndi viduals in those countri es;

3. Reaffirnms that illicit traffic and dunping of toxic and dangerous
products and wastes constitute a serious threat to the human rights to life
and good health of every individual

4, Wl cones the decision by the States parties to the Basel Convention
on the Control of Transboundary Movenents of Hazardous Wastes and their
Di sposal at their third neeting in 1995 to introduce an anendnent to the
Convention banning the export of hazardous wastes, including those for
recycling, fromthe countries listed in annex VII to the Convention to those
countries not listed therein, and urges all States parties to the Base
Convention to ratify the amendnent to facilitate its early entry into force

5. Urges all CGovernnents to take legislative and other appropriate
neasures with a viewto preventing illegal international trafficking in toxic

and hazardous products and wastes;



6. Invites the United Nations Environnent Programre, the secretariat
for the Basel Convention, the International Register of Potentially Toxic
Chemicals, the International Labour O ganization, the Wirld Health
Organi zation, the International Atonmi c Energy Agency and the O ganization of
African Unity and other regional organizations to intensify their cooperation
and assi stance on environnentally sound managenent of toxic chemcals and
hazar dous wastes, including the question of their transboundary novenent;

7. Urges the international conmmunity and the rel evant United Nations
bodi es, in particular the United Nations Environnent Programe and the
secretariat for the Basel Convention, to give appropriate support to
devel opi ng countries, upon their request, in their efforts to inplenment the
provi sions of existing international and regional instrunents controlling the
transboundary novenent and dunpi ng of toxic and dangerous products and wastes
in order to protect and pronote the human rights to |ife and good heal th of
all;

8. Requests the Special Rapporteur, in preparing her next report,
to consult all relevant bodies, in particular the secretariat for the Base
Convention, and urges all Covernnments, United Nations bodi es and specialized
agenci es, the United Nations Environnent Progranme, the secretariat for the
Basel Convention and non-governnental organizations to cooperate fully with
t he Speci al Rapporteur by providing informati on on the novenent and dunpi ng of
toxi ¢ and dangerous products and wastes;

9. Al so requests the Special Rapporteur to continue to undertake,
wi thin her nandate, a global, multidisciplinary and conprehensive study of
exi sting problens and solutions to illicit traffic in, transfer to and dunping
of toxic and dangerous products and wastes in African and ot her devel opi ng
countries, with a view to nmaki ng reconmendati ons and proposals, in her next
report, on adequate neasures to control, reduce and eradi cate these phenonena;

10. Further requests the Special Rapporteur, in accordance with her
mandate, to include in her next report to the Conm ssion information on
countries and enterprises, including transnational corporations, engaged in
the illicit nmovenent and dunping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes in
African and ot her devel opi ng countri es;

11. Wl cones the undertaking by the Special Rapporteur, in accordance
with her mandate, to include in her next report to the Conm ssion informtion
on persons killed, nmained or otherw se injured in devel opi ng countries through
t hi s hei nous act;

12. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue to provide the Specia
Rapporteur with all the necessary financial and human resources, including
admi ni strative support in the Centre for Human Rights, for the fulfil ment of
her mandat e;

13. Deci des to continue consideration of the question of the adverse
effects of the illicit novenment and dunping of toxic and dangerous products
and wastes on the enjoynent of human rights at its fifty-third session under
the agenda itementitled "Question of the realization in all countries of the
econom ¢, social and cultural rights contained in the Universal Declaration of
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Human Rights and in the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and
Cultural Rights, and study of special problens which the devel opi ng countries
face in their efforts to achi eve these human rights".

35th neeting

11 April 1996
[ Adopted by a roll-call of 32 votes to 16,

with 3 abstentions. See chap. V.]

1996/ 15. The right to devel opnent

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the principles and purposes of the Charter of the
United Nati ons,

Recal |l i ng General Assenbly resolution 50/184 of 22 Decenber 1995 and
50/ 214 of 23 Decenber 1995, as well as its own resol ution 1995/17 of
24 February 1995,

Reaffirm ng the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent, proclained at
the forty-first session of the General Assenbly, and underlining its
nmul tidi nensional, integrating and dynami c character which favours a
partnership for devel opment and constitutes a relevant framework for
i nternational cooperation and national action aimng at the universal and
effective respect of all human rights in their universality, indivisibility
and i nterdependence,

Wl comi ng the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/ CONF.157/23),
in which the Wrld Conference on Human Rights reaffirned the right to
devel opnent as a universal and inalienable right and an integral part of all
fundanental human rights and reaffirmed that the hunan person is the centra
subj ect of devel oprent,

Consi dering that the declarations and progranmes of action adopted by
the Wrl d Conference on Human Rights and at other recent United Nations
conferences reaffirmed the universality, interdependence and interrel ated
character of all human rights, thus contributing to the effective realization
of the right to devel opnent,

Recal ling the need for coordinati on and cooperation throughout the
United Nations systemfor a nore effective pronotion and realization of the
right to devel opnent,

Noting that lasting progress towards the inplenmentation of the right
to devel oprment requires effective devel opnent policies at the national |evel
as well as equitable economc relations and a favourabl e econom ¢ environnent
at the international |evel

Noting also that the reinforcement of a conprehensive concept of

devel opnent consistent with each country's conditions and needs, together
wi t h adequat e donestic economic and social policies and the pronotion of
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the elimnation of inequality and increased participation of the people in
deci sion-nmaking at all levels, including in the fornulation and inplenmentation
of devel opnent programmes, woul d favour devel opnent at the national |evel

Reaffirm ng the inportance of the right to devel opnent for every human
person and all peoples in all countries, in particular the devel oping
countries, as an integral part of their fundanmental human rights,

Havi ng considered all the reports of the Wrking Goup on the Right to
Devel opnent,

Taki ng note of the report of the Secretary-General (E/ CN 4/1996/25),

1. Wl cones the efforts deployed by the Wrking Group on the Ri ght
to Devel oprment during its mandate and its contribution to the effective
i mpl enentati on of the Declaration on the Right to Devel opnent, and expresses
its appreciation to the Chairnman-Rapporteur and to the nenbers of the Wrking
Group for the proposals and recommendati ons they have el abor at ed;

2. Urges States to pursue the pronotion and protection of econonic
social, cultural, civil and political rights and the inplenentation of
conpr ehensi ve devel opnment programes, integrating these rights into
devel opnent activities;

3. Invites States further to strengthen cooperation for the
i mpl enentation of the right to devel opnent by submitting to the United Nations
H gh Conmmi ssioner for Human Rights voluntary reports on progress and steps
taken for its realization, as well as on obstacles encountered in that
respect;

4, Encourages States to assign existing or new administrative units to
serve as focal points for collecting and di sseninating useful information
required for further inplenentation of the right to devel oprent;

5. Recal | s that the CGeneral Assenbly requested the Secretary-General
taking i nto account the proposals of the United Nations H gh Comm ssi oner for
Human Ri ghts nade in the context of the ongoing process of restructuring the
Centre for Human Rights, to establish in the 1996-1997 bi ennium a new branch
whose prinmary responsibilities would include the pronoti on and protection of
the right to devel oprent;

6. Also recalls that the General Assenbly requested the
Secretary-General to formul ate appropriate programmatic followup to the
activities to be carried out by that branch, in particular followup to the
i mpl enentati on of the Declaration on the Right to Devel opment in accordance
wi th paragraph 6 of General Assenbly resolution 50/184, for inclusion in the
next nedi umterm pl an;

7. Invites the regional comm ssions to consider how they ni ght
contribute, within their respective nmandates, to the inplenmentation of the
right to developnent and to include this aspect of their activities in the
reports which they subnmit to the Econonic and Social Council



8. Invites the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to
ensure w despread di ssem nation and pronotion of the Declaration, in close
cooperation with States and intergovernnental organizations, as well as
institutes of human rights, academ a and interested non-governnenta
organi zations all over the world, so that the Declaration is better known
to those in charge of its inplenmentation

9. Invites the relevant treaty bodies to consider exam ning, wthin
the scope of their nandate, the proper nmeans for their contribution to the
i mpl enentation of the right to devel opnent;

10. Invites the appropriate specialized agencies of the United Nations
systemto contribute, in accordance with their nmandates, to the realization of
the right to devel opnent through di ssemination of infornmation and coordination
with other institutions and the Centre for Hunman Ri ghts on the subject;

11. Recommends that the Economic and Social Council, in the ongoing
di scussions on its reform consider how best to pronpte systemw de action to
pronote and protect the right to devel opnment, for exanple including it for its
consi deration and conveying its conclusions to relevant international bodies,
i ncluding the Bretton Wods institutions;

12. Al so recommends that the Economic and Social Council deepen the
review of all issues relevant to the inplenentation of the right to
devel opnent, including the pronotion of a favourable international and
nati onal econom c environnent;

13. Requests the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Hunan Rights, in
his capacity as overall coordinator of United Nations human rights activities,
to continue his dialogue with appropriate specialized agenci es and bodi es of
the United Nations systemwith regard to the inpact of their progranmes and
activities on the inplenentation of the right to devel oprent;

14. Reaffirms that the inplenentation of the Declaration on the Right
to Devel opnent requires perseverance and concrete efforts and that this
dynam ¢ process should be pursued at all appropriate levels, including through
the el aboration of international and national strategies, which requires
the effective contribution of States, organs and organi zati ons of the
United Nations system and of non-governnental organizations active in this
field;

15. Decides, to this end, to establish an intergovernnental group of
experts with a nandate to el aborate a strategy for the inplenentation and
pronotion of the right to devel opment, as set forth in the Declaration on the
Right to Developnent, in its integrated and nultidi mensional aspects, bearing
in mnd the conclusions of the Wirking Goup on the Right to Devel opnent,
est abl i shed by the Commi ssion on Human Rights in resolution 1993/22, and the
concl usi ons of the Wirld Conference on Hunan Ri ghts and of the four Wrld
Conferences (the United Nations Conference on Environment and Devel opnent, the
I nternational Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, the World Summit for
Soci al Devel oprment and the Fourth World Conference on Winen: Action for
Equal ity, Devel opment and Peace), and that:



(a) Such wor ki ng group be established for a two-year period,

(b) The worki ng group el aborate concrete and practical neasures for the
i mpl enentati on and pronotion of the right to devel opnent and submit a progress
report to the Comm ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session; the
wor ki ng group shall focus on the devel opnment of such a strategy, which should
i ncl ude recomendati ons for further practical nmeasures for inplenmentation and
pronmotion, and report to the Conmmission at its fifty-fourth session;

(c) The nmenbers of the working group will be appointed on the basis of
equi t abl e geographi cal representation, in consultation with the regi ona
groups, and of their conpetence and acquired experience in this field; and
urges that they acconplish their mandate;

(d) The worki ng group shall be conposed of 10 experts, nom nated by
Covernnents, to be appointed by the Chairnman of the Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts;

(e) The working group experts will be in consultation with the treaty
bodies and with the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts on al
i ssues relevant to the inplenentation of the right to devel opnent;

16. Calls upon the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure that the working group
receives all necessary assistance, within overall existing resources, in
particul ar the staff and resources required to fulfil its mandate;

17. Calls upon CGovernnents, intergovernnental organizations and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons to envi sage maeki ng vol untary additiona
contributions in order to strengthen support and execution of the activities
linked to the inplenmentation of the right to devel opnent;

18. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to subnit a report on the
i mpl ementation of the present resolution to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session;

19. Deci des to consider the question of the right to devel opnent at

its fifty-third session under the agenda itementitled "Question of the
realization of the right to devel oprment”.

35th neeting
11 April 1996

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VI.]
1996/ 16. Status of the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling Ceneral Assenbly resolution 50/171 of 22 Decenber 1995 and its
own resolution 1995/22 of 24 February 1995,



M ndful that the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts constitute
all-enbracing and legally binding international treaties in the field of human
rights and, together with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, formthe
heart of the International Bill of Human Ri ghts,

Havi ng considered the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the status of
the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts (E/ CN. 4/1996/75),

Noting that many States Menbers of the United Nations have yet to becone
parties to the International Covenants on Hunan Ri ghts,

Bearing in mind the successful conclusion of the Wrld Conference on
Human Ri ghts and the adoption of the Vienna Decl arati on and Progranme of
Action (A/ CONF.157/23), and taking into account in particular the call for
strengt hening and further inplementation of the human rights instrunents,

1. Reaffirnms the inportance of the International Covenants on Hunan
Ri ghts as major parts of international efforts to pronote universal respect
for and observance of human rights and fundanental freedons;

2. Appeal s strongly to all States that have not yet becone parties to
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Ri ghts and the
I nternational Covenant on Gvil and Political Rights to do so, as well as to
accede to the Optional Protocols to the International Covenant on Cvil and
Political Rights and to nmake the declaration provided for inits article 41

3. Invites the Secretary-General to intensify systematic efforts to
encourage States to becone parties to the Covenants and, through the programe
of advisory services in the field of human rights, to provide such services as
may be sought by States that are not parties to the Covenants, with a viewto
assisting themto ratify or accede to themand to the Optional Protocols to
the International Covenant on Cvil and Political R ghts;

4, Enphasi zes the inportance of the strictest conpliance by States
parties with their obligations under the International Covenant on Econoni c,
Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Cvil and Politica
Ri ghts and, where applicable, the Optional Protocols to the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

5. Encourages States, in accordance with the Vienna Decl aration and
Programe of Action (A/ CONF.157/23), to consider linmting the extent of any
reservations they |lodge to the International Covenants on Human Rights, to
fornmul ate such reservations as precisely and narrowWy as possible and to
ensure that no reservation is inconpatible with the object and purpose of the
rel evant treaty or otherw se contrary to international |aw

6. Al so encourages States parties to review periodically any
reservations made in respect of the provisions of the Internationa
Covenants on Human Rights with a view to w thdraw ng them

7. Stresses to States parties the inportance of avoiding the erosion

of human rights by derogation, and underlines the necessity for strict
observance of the agreed conditions and procedure for derogation under
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article 4 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts and the
need for States parties to provide full and tinely information al so during
states of energency, so that the justification and appropriateness of neasures
taken in these circunstances can be assessed,;

8. Expresses its satisfaction with the serious and constructive manner
in which the Human Rights Conmmittee and the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights are undertaking their functions, and wel conmes further efforts
of the Conmmittees to inprove their nethods of work, as well as to pay due
attention to equal enjoynent of human rights by wonen and mnen;

9. Wl cones the continuing efforts of the Human Rights Committee and
the Conmittee on Economi c, Social and Cultural Rights to strive for uniform
standards in the inplenentation of the provisions of the Internationa
Covenants on Hunman Rights, and appeals to other bodies dealing with simlar
guestions of human rights to accept these uniform standards as expressed in
t he general comments of the two Committ ees;

10. Takes note of the measures taken by the Committee on Economc
Social and Cultural Rights towards the el aboration of a draft optiona
protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
as reconmended by the Wrld Conference on Hunan Ri ghts, and requests the
Conmittee to submit a report on the matter to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights
at its fifty-third session;

11. Urges States parties to fulfil in good tinme their reporting
obl i gations under the International Covenants on Human Rights and in their
reports to make use of gender-di saggregated dat a;

12. Al so urges States parties to take duly into account, in
i mpl ementing the provisions of the Covenants, the observations nmade at the
concl usi on of the consideration of their reports by the Human Rights Conmittee
and by the Committee on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights;

13. Invites States parties to give particular attention to
di ssem nation at the national |evel of the reports they have submitted to the
Human Rights Committee and the Conmittee on Econonic, Social and Cul tura
Ri ghts, the summary records relating to the exam nation of those reports by
the Conmittees and the observations nmade by the Cormittees at the concl usion
of the consideration of the reports;

14. Encour ages once again all Governments to publish the texts of
the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights, the
International Covenant on CGvil and Political R ghts and the Optiona
Protocols to the International Covenant on Gvil and Political R ghts in as
many | anguages as possible and to disseminate themas w dely as possible in
order to nmake them better known anong the general public;

15. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to consider ways and neans of
assisting States parties to the Covenants, with their agreenment, in the
preparation of their reports, including seninars or workshops at the nationa
| evel for the purpose of training governnment officials engaged in the



preparation of such reports, and the exploration of other possibilities
avai | abl e under the regul ar programe of advisory services in the field
of human rights;

16. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to provide the Hunan Ri ghts
Conmmittee and the Committee on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights with
additional neans to deal effectively and in a tinmely manner with the
i ncreasi ng wor kl oad;

17. Further requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Conmi ssion
on Human Rights, at its fifty-third session, a report on the status of the
I nternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
International Covenant on CGivil and Political R ghts and the Optiona
Protocols to the International Covenant on Cvil and Political Rights,
including all reservations and decl arati ons;

18. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third
session the itementitled "Status of the International Covenants on Human
Ri ghts".

35th neeting

11 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X II.]

1996/ 17. Viol ence agai nst wonen m grant workers

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolution 1995/20 of 24 February 1995, Ceneral Assenbly
resolutions 47/96 of 16 Decenber 1992, 48/110 of 20 Decenber 1993, 49/165 of
23 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 168 of 22 Decenber 1995, as well as Commi ssion on the
Status of Winen resolutions 38/ 7 of 18 March 1994, 39/7 of 31 March 1995 and
40/ 6 of 22 March 1996,

Taking note with concern of the report of the Wrking Goup on
Contenporary Fornms of Slavery of the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities on its twentieth session
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 28 and Add.1), in particular its observations with
respect to the treatnent of m grant workers,

Acknowl edgi ng the attention given to viol ence agai nst wonmen m grant
workers in the report of the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonen,
its external and internal root causes and its consequences (E/ CN. 4/1996/53),

Stressing that the pronotion of the human rights of wonen constitutes
an integral part of the human rights activities of the United Nations, as
reaffirnmed in the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action (A CONF.157/23),
adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts on 25 June 1993,

Wl com ng the concl usi ons and reconmendati ons nmade by recent

i nternational conferences, including the Wrld Conference on Hunan Ri ghts, the
I nternational Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, the World Summit for
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Soci al Devel oprment and the Fourth World Conference on Wwnen: Action for
Equal ity, Devel opment and Peace, on the pronotion and protection of the rights
and fundanental freedons of wonen, including wonen m grant workers,

Noting the | arge nunmbers of wonen from devel oping countries and from sone
countries with economes in transition who continue to venture forth to nore
af fluent countries in search of a living for thenmselves and their fanmilies, as
a consequence of poverty, unenploynent and ot her soci o-econonic conditions,
whil e recognizing that it is the duty of sending countries to protect and
pronote the interests of their citizens who seek or receive enploynment in
other countries, to provide themw th appropriate training or education and to
apprise themof their rights and obligations in the countries of enploynent,

Concerned by the continuing reports of grave abuses and acts of violence
conmmi tted agai nst the persons of wonen migrant workers by sone enployers in
sone host countries,

Encour aged by some neasures adopted by sone receiving countries to
alleviate the plight of wormen migrant workers residing within their areas of
jurisdiction,

Reiterating that acts of violence directed agai nst wonen inpair or
nullify their enjoynent of their human rights and fundanmental freedons,

1. Deternmines to prevent and elinminate all fornms of violence against
worren and girls;

2. Calls upon States to adopt neasures for the effective
i mpl ement ati on of the Declaration on the Elimnation of Violence against
Worren, including applying themto wonen migrant workers, as well as al
rel evant measures emanating fromrecent world conferences;

3. Encourages States to enact and/or reinforce penal, civil, |abour
and admini strative sanctions in donestic |legislation to punish and redress the
wrongs done to wonmen and girls who are subjected to any form of viol ence,
whet her in the home, the workplace, the comunity or society;

4, Al so encourages States to adopt and/or inplenment and periodically
to review and anal yse legislation to ensure its effectiveness in elimnating
vi ol ence agai nst wonen, enphasi zing the prevention of violence and the
prosecution of offenders, and to take nmeasures to ensure the protection of
worren subj ected to violence and that they have access to just and effective
remedi es, including conpensation and i ndemnification and healing of victins,
and for the rehabilitation of perpetrators;

5. Reiterates the need for States concerned, specifically the
sendi ng and receiving States of wonen migrant workers, to conduct regular
consul tations for the purpose of identifying problemareas in pronoting and
protecting the rights of wonmen m grant workers and ensuring health, |egal and
soci al services for them adopting specific nmeasures to address these
probl ems, setting up, as necessary, linguistically and culturally accessible



servi ces and nechani sns to inplenent these neasures and, in general, creating
conditions that foster greater harnony and tol erance between wonen m grant
wor kers and the rest of the society in which they reside;

6. Encourages States to consider signing and ratifying or acceding to
the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All M grant
Workers and Menmbers of Their Fanmilies, as well as the Slavery Convention
of 1926;

7. Requests the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights, the
Centre for Human Ri ghts and the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai hst wonen,
as well as all relevant bodies and progranmes in the United Nations system
when addressing the issue of violence agai nst wonen to give particul ar
attention to the issue of violence perpetrated agai nst wonen m grant workers;

8. Wl cones the schedul ed holding from27 to 31 May 1996 of a
United Nations expert group neeting on the issue of violence agai nst wonen
m grant workers, with the participation of the Special Rapporteur on viol ence
agai nst wonen, pursuant to Ceneral Assenbly resolution 50/168, to submt
recomendati ons for inproving coordination of the various efforts of
United Nations agencies on the issue of violence agai nst wonmen m grant workers
and to develop concrete indicators as a basis for deternmining the situation of
worren migrant workers for subm ssion, through norrmal channels, to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session

9. Invites trade unions to support the realization of the rights of
worren migrant workers by assisting themin organizing thenselves so as to
enabl e them better to assert their rights;

10. Invites the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonen to
continue to include anong the urgent issues pertaining to her nandate the
vi ol ence perpetrated agai nst wonen nigrant workers and to consider including
her findings in her report to the Conmission on Human Rights at its
fifty-third session;

11. Deci des to continue to consider the question at its fifty-third
sessi on under the rel evant agenda item

35th neeting

11 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl .]

1996/ 18. International Convention on the Protection of the R ghts of
Al Mgrant Wirkers and Menbers of Their Families

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Reaf firm ng once nore the permanent validity of the principles and
standards enbodied in the principal instrunents regarding the internationa
protection of human rights, in particular the Universal Declaration of Hunman
Ri ghts, the International Covenants on Human Rights, the Internationa




Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Racial Discrimnation, the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of Discrinination agai nst Wnen and
t he Convention on the Rights of the Child,

Bearing in nmind the principles and standards established within the
framework of the International Labour Organization and the inportance of the
task carried out in connection with migrant workers and their famlies in
ot her specialized agencies and in various United Nations bodies,

Reiterating that, in spite of the existence of an already established
body of principles and standards, there is a need to nake further efforts to
i mprove the situation and ensure the human rights and dignity of all nigrant
workers and their fanmilies,

Concerned at the situation of mgrant workers and nmenbers of their
fam lies and at the marked increase in migratory novenents that has occurred,
especially in certain parts of the world,

Consi dering that the Vienna Declaration and Programmre of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23) adopted by the Wrld Conference on Hunan Ri ghts urges al
States to guarantee the protection of all migrant workers and their fanilies,

Underlining the inmportance of the creation of conditions to foster
greater harnony and tol erance between migrant workers and the rest of the
society of the State in which they reside, with the aimof elininating the
growi ng mani f estati ons of raci smand xenophobi a taking place in segnments of
many societies and perpetrated by individuals or groups agai nst mgrant
wor ker s,

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolution 45/158 of 18 Decenber 1990, by
whi ch the Assenbly adopted and opened for signature, ratification and
accession the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of A
M grant Workers and Menbers of Their Families, contained in the annex to the
resol ution,

Recalling also its resolution 1991/60 of 6 March 1991, in which it
encour aged the Secretary-CGeneral to assunme an active role in dissemnnating
i nformati on on and pronoting the Convention through the Wrld Public
I nformati on Canpai gn for Human Rights and the programme of advisory services
in the field of human rights and in cooperation with interested United Nations
bodi es,

Bearing in nmind that the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action
(A/ CONF. 157/23) invite all States to consider the possibility of signing and
rati fying the Convention at the earliest possible tine,

Recalling that, in its resolution 1995/21 of 24 February 1995, the
Conmi ssion requested the Secretary-Ceneral to subnit to it at its fifty-second
session a report on the status of the Convention



Wl comi ng regional efforts ained at pronoting international cooperation
inthis field, and in particular the Regional Conference on Mgration held in
Puebl a, Mexico, in March 1996 and the Mediterranean Conference on Popul ati on,
M grati on and Devel opnent to be held in Palma de Mallorca, Spain, in
COct ober 1996,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the status of
the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All M grant
Wor kers and Menbers of Their Families (E/ CN. 4/1996/70);

2. Wl cones the fact that some Menmber States have signed, ratified or
acceded to the Convention;

3. Calls upon all Menber States to consider the possibility of signing
and ratifying or acceding to the Convention as a natter of priority, and
expresses the hope that this international instrument will enter into force at
an early date

4, Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide, fromwthin existing
resources, all facilities and assistance necessary for the active pronotion of
t he Convention, through the World Public Information Canpaign for Human Ri ghts
and the programe of advisory services in the field of human rights;

5. Invites organi zati ons and agencies of the United Nations system as
wel | as intergovernnmental and non-governmental organizations, to intensify
their efforts with a view to dissenminating information on and pronoting
under st andi ng of the Convention

6. Requests the Secretary-General to subnit to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session a report on the status of the Convention and on the
efforts made by the Secretariat to pronote the Convention and the protection
of the rights of m grant workers;

7. Requests the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to
cooperate with regional and international organizations concerned with the
protection of the rights of all mgrant workers and nenbers of their fanilies;

8. Urges countries of destination to review and adopt, as appropriate,
neasures to prevent the excessive use of force and to ensure that their police
forces and conpetent mgration authorities conply with the basic standards
relating to the decent treatnent of mgrant workers and their famlies,
inter alia, through the organi zation of training courses on human rights;

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of the fifty-third
session of the Commi ssion the itementitled "Measures to inprove the situation
and ensure the human rights and dignity of all migrant workers".

35th neeting

11 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl .]



1996/ 19. Tolerance and pluralismas indivisible elenents in the
pronotion and protection of human rights

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling Ceneral Assenbly resolution 48/ 126 of 20 Decenber 1993 in which
the Assenbly proclainmed the fiftieth anniversary of the establishment of the
United Nations as the United Nations Year for Tol erance,

Recalling also the Preanble to the Charter of the United Nations, which
calls for the practice of tolerance, peace and good nei ghbourliness to be
pursued, inter alia, to pronote social progress and better standards of life
in larger freedom

Recalling further the Vienna Declarati on and Programe of Action
(A CONF. 157/23), in which it is affirmed that it is the duty of States,
regardl ess of their political, econom c and cultural systens, to pronote and
protect all human rights and fundanental freedons,

Recal ling the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the Decl aration
on the Elimnation of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimnation Based on
Rel i gi on or Belief,

Aware that on the eve of the twenty-first century, the world is w tness
to historical and far-reaching transformations in the course of which forces
of aggressive nationalismand religious and ethnic extrenm smcontinue to
produce fresh chal |l enges,

Aware also that all fornms of discrimnation, including on ethnic grounds,
are factors that promote intol erance and infringe upon human rights and
fundanental freedons, which in turn may threaten denocratic pluralism and
endanger harnony, peace and stability both within States and internationally,

M ndful that religious intolerance may constitute a threat to the
exercise of the right to manifest religion or belief in teaching, practice,
wor shi p and observance,

Drawi ng attention to General Assenbly resolution 50/ 183 of
22 Decenber 1995 on the elimination of all forns of religious intolerance,

Taki ng note of the reports of the rel evant nechani sns of the Conm ssion
submitted at its fifty-second session

Convi nced that the guiding principles of denocratic society, such as
equality, the rule of law, accountability of government, the observance of
hurman rights, respect for pluralismand the practice of tolerance, need to be
actively pronoted by the international conmunity,

1. Reaffirnms the obligation of all States to pronote universal respect
for, and observance of, all hunman rights and fundanental freedons;

2. Also reaffirms the obligation of all States and the internationa
conmunity effectively to pronote and protect all human rights and fundanent al
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freedons of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and |inguistic
mnorities without any discrinmnation and in full equality before the |aw,
bearing in mind the Declaration on the R ghts of Persons Belonging to Nationa
or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities;

3. Calls upon States to pronote and enhance tol erance, coexi stence and
har moni ous rel ati ons between ethnic, religious, linguistic and other groups

and to ensure that the values of pluralism respect for diversity and
non-di scrimnation are pronoted effectively;

4. Condenmms unequi vocally all violent acts and activities that
i nfringe upon human rights and fundanental freedons, denocracy, tolerance and
pluralism

5. Uges all States to take steps to counter all rmanifestations of
hatred, intolerance and acts of violence, intimdation and coercion notivated
by religious extrenismand intolerance of religion or belief;

6. Calls upon States to pronote a culture conducive to pronoting and
protecting human rights, fundanmental freedons and tol erance, inter alia,
t hrough education |l eading to genuine pluralism a positive acceptance of
di versity of opinion and belief and respect for the dignity of the human
person;

7. Calls upon the relevant mechani snms of the Conmission to attach the
hi ghest priority to the effective pronotion of the val ues of denocracy,
pluralismand tol erance;

8. Enphasi zes the need for nechani sns of the Conmission to continue
efforts ainmed at identifying conmonly accepted principles to curb intol erance
and further study situations and conditions that pronote intolerance;

9. Invites the United Nations Hi gh Conmmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts and
the Centre for Human Rights through its progranme of advisory services and
techni cal cooperation to advise or assist countries, upon request, to put in
pl ace effective safeguards, including appropriate |egislation, to guarantee
the full enjoynent of all human rights by all segnments of their popul ation
wi t hout discrimnation of any kind;

10. Invites the Centre for Human Rights to include, in its work
programmes, wi thin overall existing resources, the pronotion of tolerance,
where appropriate through workshops and seninars, using nmass nedia and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and through its progranmre of advisory services
and technical cooperation to assist countries in their national programres;

11. Deci des to consider this question at its fifty-third session under
the rel evant agenda item

35th neeting

11 April 1996
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. XVI.]



1996/ 20. Rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic mnorities

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 47/135 of 18 Decenber 1992, by
whi ch the Assenbly adopted, without a vote, the Declaration on the R ghts
of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic
M norities,

Consci ous of the need to promote and protect effectively the rights
of persons belonging to minorities, as set out in the Declaration

Recalling its resolution 1995/24 of 3 March 1995 on the rights of persons
bel onging to national or ethnic, religious and |inguistic nmnorities, in which
the Conmission, inter alia, decided to authorize the Sub-Conmi ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities to establish,
initially for a three-year period, an inter-sessional working group consisting
of five of its nenbers, to neet each year for five working days in order to
pronote the rights of persons belonging to minorities,

Noting that the Wrking Goup held its first session from 28 August
to 1 Septenber 1995, and that its report (E/ CN 4/Sub.?2/1996/2) has been nade
avai l abl e to the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Concerned by the growi ng frequency and severity of disputes and
conflicts concerning mnorities in many countries, and their often tragic
consequences,

Al so concerned that persons belonging to minorities are particularly
vul nerabl e to di splacement through, inter alia, population transfers, refugee
flows and forced rel ocation,

Consi dering that the promotion and protection of the rights of persons
bel onging to national or ethnic, religious and |linguistic mnorities
contribute to political and social stability and peace and enrich the
cultural heritage of society as a whol e,

Affirm ng that effective nmeasures and the creation of favourable
conditions for the pronotion and protection of the rights of persons bel ongi ng
to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities, ensuring effective
non-di scrimnation and equality for all, contribute to the prevention and
peaceful solution of human rights problens and situations involving
mnorities,

Reaffirm ng the obligation of States to ensure that persons belonging to
nati onal or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities may exercise fully and
effectively all their human rights and fundanental freedons w thout any
discrimnation and in full equality before the law, in accordance with the
Decl arati on,



Noting the positive initiatives and neasures undertaken by many
countries, as well as regional organizations, to protect ninorities and
pronote nutual understanding,

Acknowl edgi ng that the United Nations has an increasingly inportant role
to play regarding the protection of mnorities by, inter alia, taking due
account of and giving effect to the Declaration

Noting that special representatives, special rapporteurs and worKking
groups of the Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts have continued to give due regard,
within their mandates, to the pronotion and protection of the rights of
persons belonging to ninorities,

Awar e t hat non-governnental organizations can play an inmportant role
regardi ng the protection of the rights of persons belonging to mnorities,

Havi ng consi dered the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the rights of
persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 88) ,

1. Urges States and the international conmmunity to pronote and
protect the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
[inguistic minorities, as set out in the Declaration on the Rights of Persons
Bel onging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mnorities,
i ncluding through the facilitation of their full participation in all aspects
of the political, econonmic, social, religious and cultural life of society and
in the econom c progress and devel opnent of their country;

2. Also urges States to take, as appropriate, all the necessary
constitutional, |egislative, adm nistrative and other nmeasures to promote and

give effect to the Declaration

3. Appeal s to States that so wish to consider making bilateral and
mul tilateral arrangenents or agreenments in order to protect the rights of
persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities
in their countries, in accordance with the Declaration

4, Recogni zes that respect for human rights and the pronotion of
under st andi ng and tol erance by Governnents, as well as between and anong
mnorities, including through programmes of human rights education and public
information, are central to the protection and pronotion of the rights of
persons belonging to ninorities;

5. Calls upon the Secretary-CGeneral to nake available, at the request
of Governnents concerned, qualified expertise on mnority issues, including
the prevention and resolution of disputes, to assist in existing or potential
situations involving mnorities;

6. Requests the Secretary-General, in the inplenentation of the
present resolution, to provide human and financial resources for such advisory
servi ces and technical assistance of the Centre for Human Rights, fromwthin
exi sting resources;



7. Calls upon the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Hunan Rights to
pronote, within his nandate, the inplenmentation of the Declaration and to
continue to engage in a dialogue with Governnents concerned for that purpose;

8. Urges all treaty bodi es and special representatives, special
rapporteurs and working groups of the Conmi ssion on Human Rights to continue
to give due regard, within their respective mandates, to the pronotion and
protection of the rights of persons belonging to mnorities;

9. Invites States, interested governnmental and non-governnenta
organi zati ons, special representatives, special rapporteurs and working
groups of the Conmm ssion on Human Rights to continue to submit, as
appropriate, contributions as to how they pronote and give effect to the
Decl arati on;

10. Calls upon States and the Secretary-General to give due regard to
the Declaration in their respective training progranmes for officials;

11. Encour ages i ntergovernnmental, as well as non-government al
organi zations to continue to contribute to the pronoti on and protection of the
ri ghts of persons belonging to minorities;

12. Expresses its expectation that the Wrking Goup on Mnorities of
t he Sub- Comm ssi on on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Mnorities will continue to carry out its nandate as set out in Conm ssion
resol ution 1995/ 24 of 3 March 1995, with the involvenent of a wi de range of
partici pants;

13. Requests t he Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities to nake available to the Conm ssion on Hunman Ri ghts
t he annual report of the Wrking G oup;

14. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the Working Goup, from
within existing resources, with all the necessary services and facilities to
fulfil its mandate;

15. Calls upon States, intergovernnental organizations, United Nations
bodi es, specialized agenci es and non-governnental organizations to participate
actively in the work of the Wrking Goup, including through witten
contributions;

16. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to subnmit to the Conmi ssion on Human
Rights at its fifty-third session a report on the inplenmentation of the
present resol ution;

17. Deci des to continue consideration of this issue at its fifty-third
sessi on under the sane agenda item

35th neeting

11 April 1996
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. XVI.]



1996/ 21. Measures to conbat contenporary fornms of racism racia
di scrimnation, xenophobia and related intolerance

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng its resolution 1995/12 of 24 February 1995,
Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 50/135 of 21 Decenber 1995,

Recalling al so resolution 1995/4 of 18 August 1995 of the Sub-Conmm ssion
on Prevention of Discrinination and Protection of Mnorities,

M ndf ul of General Assenbly resolution 45/105 of 14 Decenber 1990, in
whi ch the Assenbly declared once again that all forms of racismand racia
discrimnation, particularly in their institutionalized form such as
apartheid, or resulting fromofficial doctrines of racial superiority or
exclusivity, were anong the nost serious violations of human rights in the
contenporary world and nust be conbated by all avail abl e neans,

Bearing in nmind the outconme of the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts, held
in Vienna from14 to 25 June 1993, and, in particular, the attention given in
the Vienna Decl aration and Programe of Action (A/ CONF.157/23) to the
elimnation of racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia and other forns of
i ntol erance,

Aware that raci sm being one of the exclusionist phenonmena pl agui ng many
soci eties, requires resolute action and cooperation for its eradication,

M ndful of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on neasures to conbat
raci smand racial discrimnation, subnmitted to the Sub-Conmission at its
forty-fourth session (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1992/11),

Noting the final report on freedom of opinion and expression submitted to
t he Sub-Conmission at its forty-fourth session by the Special Rapporteurs,
M. Louis Joinet and M. Danilo Tuark (E/ CN.4/Sub.2/1992/9), in which the
Speci al Rapporteurs recall that, under international law, racismis not an
opi ni on but an offence,

Havi ng exam ned the report of the Special Rapporteur on contenporary
fornms of racism racial discrinination, xenophobia and rel ated intol erance
(E/CN. 4/ 1996/ 72 and Add.1),

Noting with regret that addenda 2, 3 and 4 to the Special Rapporteur's
report were not available in tine for due consideration

Qoserving that the mani festati ons of contenporary fornms of racism racia
di scrimnation, xenophobia and related intolerance bode ill for the
i nternational community, that racist propaganda and incitenent to racia
hatred are spreading and that racismis taking increasingly violent fornms,



Deeply concerned that, despite efforts, racism racial discrimnnation
anti-Senitism xenophobia and related intolerance, as well as acts of racist
vi ol ence, continue to persist and even grow i n magni tude, incessantly adopting
new forns, including new tendencies to establish policies based on racial,
religious, ethnic, cultural and national superiority or exclusivity,

Consci ous of the fundanental difference between, on the one hand, racism
and racial discrinmnation as an institutionalized governnental policy or
resulting fromofficial doctrines of racial superiority or exclusivity and, on
t he other hand, other nanifestations of racism racial discrimnation,
xenophobi a and rel ated intol erance taking place in segnents of many societies
and perpetrated by individuals or groups, sone of which are directed agai nst
m grant workers and their famlies,

Consci ous also that inmpunity for crines notivated by raci st and
xenophobi ¢ attitudes plays a role in weakening the rule of aw and tends to
encourage the recurrence of such crines,

Underlining the inmportance of elimnating the growi ng mani festations of
raci sm racial discrinination and xenophobi a taking place in segnments of nany
soci eties and of creating conditions to foster greater harnmony and tol erance
wi thin societies,

1. Takes note of the reports submitted by the Special Rapporteur on
contenporary forms of racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia and rel ated
i ntol erance;

2. Expresses its full support and appreciation for the work of the
Speci al Rapporteur and for its continuation

3. Conmends those States that have so far invited and received the
Speci al Rapporteur, and invites themto exam ne carefully the recommendati ons
contained in his reports, with a viewto their possible inplenmentation;

4, Expresses its profound concern at and unequi vocal condennation of
all forns of racismand racial discrimnation and all racist violence,

including related acts of random and i ndiscrimninate violence;

5. Expresses its deep concern at and condemmati on of manifestations of
raci smand racial discrimnnation agai nst mgrant workers and other vul nerable

groups in nany societies;

6. Categorically condems any role played by sonme print, audiovisual
or electronic nmedia in inciting acts of violence notivated by racial hatred;

7. Supports the efforts of Governnents in taking neasures ained at the
eradication of all fornms of racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia and
rel ated intol erance;

8. Calls upon all Governments to enact and enforce legislation to
prevent and sanction acts of racismand racial discrinination



9. Decides to extend for a period of three years the nmandate of the
Speci al Rapporteur to exam ne incidents of contenporary forns of racism
racial discrimnation, any formof discrimnation, inter alia against Bl acks,
Arabs and Muslinms, xenophobia, negrophobia, anti-Senmitismand rel ated
i ntol erance, as well as governnental neasures to overcone them and to report
on these matters on a yearly basis to the Conmi ssion, beginning at its
fifty-third session;

10. Requests the Special Rapporteur to continue his exchange of views
with the rel evant nmechanisnms and treaty bodies within the United Nations
systemin order to enhance further their effectiveness and nutual cooperation

11. Calls upon all Governments, intergovernnental organizations and
ot her rel evant organi zations of the United Nations system as well as
non- gover nnent al organi zations, to supply infornmation to the Specia
Rapport eur

12. Urges all Governnments to cooperate fully with the
Speci al Rapporteur with a viewto enabling himto fulfil his mandate;

13. Requests the Special Rapporteur to nmake the fullest use of al
addi ti onal sources of information, including country visits and the eval uation
of mass nmedia, and to elicit the responses of Governnents with regard to
al | egati ons;

14. Encour ages the Special Rapporteur, in close consultation with
Covernnents, relevant organi zations of the United Nations system other
i ntergovernnmental organi zati ons and non-governnental organizations, to present
further recomrendati ons concerning human rights education with a viewto
preventing actions giving rise to racismand racial discrimnation, xenophobia
and rel ated intol erance;

15. Invites all CGovernnents to take, where possible, nmeasures to
provi de assistance to and rehabilitation of victinms of acts of racism racia
di scrimnation, xenophobia and rel ated intol erance;

16. Regrets that the Special Rapporteur has again encountered
difficulties in his efforts to fulfil his mandate, owing to the |ack of
necessary resources;

17. Deci des to defer the consideration of addenda 2, 3 and 4 to the
report of the Special Rapporteur until its fifty-third session

18. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide, wthout any further
del ay, the Special Rapporteur with all the necessary assi stance and resources
to carry out his mandate and enable himto subnit an interimreport to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session and a conprehensive report to the
Conmission at its fifty-third session

19. Deci des to continue the consideration of this question at its
fifty-third session under the agenda itementitled "Inplenentation of the
Programe of Action for the Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Raci a
Discrimnation" as a matter of priority;
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20. Recommends the following draft decision to the Econonmic and Soci a
Counci| for adoption:

[For the text, see chap. |, sect. B, draft decision 6.]

51st neetin

19 April 1996
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. XI.]

1996/ 22. Effective inplenentation of international instrunents

on human rights, including reporting obligations under
international instrunments on human rights

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Taki ng note of General Assenbly resolution 50/170 of 22 Decenber 1995,
and recalling its own resolution 1995/92 of 8 March 1995, as well as other
rel evant resol utions,

Recal ling the rel evant paragraphs of the Vienna Declaration and Programe
of Action (A CONF.155/23),

Wl conming the call in the Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action
(A CONF. 177/ 20) both for intensified efforts to integrate the equal status and
the human rights of wonen and girls into the mainstreamof United Nations
systemw de activities and to address these issues regularly and
systematically throughout relevant bodi es and nechani sns, and for the rel ated
actions to be taken by, inter alia, the human rights treaty bodies,

Noti ng the recomrendati ons proposed by the expert group on the
devel opnent of guidelines for the integration of gender perspectives into
United Nations human rights activities and programes (E CN. 4/1996/ 105,
annex), which net at Geneva from3 to 7 July 1995,

Reaffirm ng that the full and effective inplenentation of United Nations
human rights instruments is of major inportance to the efforts of the
Organi zation, pursuant to the Charter of the United Nations and the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights, to pronote universal respect for and observance
of human rights and fundanental freedons,

Considering that the effective functioning of treaty bodi es established
pursuant to United Nations human rights instrunments is indispensable for the
full and effective inplenentation of such instrunents,

Consci ous of the inportance of coordination of human rights pronotion and
protection activities of United Nations organs and bodies active in the field
of human rights,

Noting with interest the initiatives taken by a nunber of treaty bodies
to el aborate neasures, within their nmandates, with a view to preventing the
occurrence, or recurrence, of serious human rights violations,




Recal I i ng the concl usi ons and reconmendations of the five neetings of
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies held from 1988 to 1994,

Noting that the General Assenbly, in its resolution 50/170, reaffirmed
its responsibility to ensure the proper functioning of treaty bodies
est abl i shed pursuant to instrunents adopted by the General Assenbly and, in
this connection, further reaffirned the inportance of:

(a) Ensuring the effective functioning of the periodic reporting by
States parties to these instrunents;

(b) Securing sufficient financial, human and information resources to
overconme existing difficulties with their effective functioning;

(c) Promoting greater efficiency and effectiveness through better
coordi nation of the activities of the United Nations bodies active in the
field of human rights, taking into account the need to avoi d unnecessary
duplication and overl apping of their mandates and tasks;

(d) Addr essi ng questions of both reporting obligations and financia
i mpl i cations whenever el aborating any further instrunents on human rights,

Bearing in nmind that the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human
Rights has, in confornmity with General Assenbly resol ution 48/ 141 of
20 Decenber 1993, the responsibility, inter alia, to coordinate human rights
pronotion and protection activities throughout the United Nations system

1. Wl conmes the report of the sixth nmeeting of the persons chairing
the human rights treaty bodies, held at Geneva from 18 to 22 Septenber 1995
(A/ 50/ 505, annex), and takes note of its conclusions and recomrendati ons;

2. Enphasi zes the need to ensure financing and adequate staff and
i nformati on resources for the operations of the hunman rights treaty bodies,
and with this in mnd:

(a) Reiterates its request that the Secretary-General provide adequate
resources in respect of each treaty body;

(b) Calls upon the Secretary-CGeneral to nake the nost efficient use of
exi sting resources and to seek the resources necessary to give the treaty
bodi es adequat e adm ni strative support, access to technical expertise and
access to appropriate databases and on-line information services;

(c) Requests the Secretary-General to report on this question to the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session

3. Takes note of the potential benefits fromthe devel opnent of a
full-text information retrieval and database systemfor the Conmittee on the
Ri ghts of the Child;



4, Urges States parties to notify without delay the Secretary-Ceneral
as depositary of the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns
of Racial Discrimnation and the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel
I nhuman or Degrading Treatnment or Punishrment, of their acceptance of the
anendnments approved by the States parties and the General Assenbly;

5. Wl cones the continuing efforts by the treaty bodi es and the
Secretary-General, within their respective spheres of conpetence, ained at
streanm ining, rationalizing, rendering nore transparent and otherw se
i mprovi ng reporting procedures;

6. Urges the human rights treaty bodi es and the seventh neeting of the
persons chairing themto continue to exanine, on a priority basis, ways of
reduci ng the duplication of reporting required under the different instrunents
wi thout inpairing the quality of reporting and of generally reducing the
reporting burden on Menber States, including through

(a) I denti fying where cross-referencing can be used in report witing;

(b) Recommendi ng, where appropriate, the designation of specific
nati onal administrative units to coordinate reports to all treaty bodi es;

(c) Est abl i shing coordi nati on between the treaty bodies and the
International Labour Organization to identify overlap between their respective
i nstruments and conventi ons;

(d) Considering the utility of single conprehensive reports and of
replacing periodic reports with specifically tailored reports and thenmatic
reports;

and to report on the above for consideration by the Commi ssion on
Human Ri ghts;

7. Urges States parties to contribute, individually and through
neetings of States parties, to identifying and inplenenting ways of further
streanl i ning, rationalizing, avoiding duplication in and otherw se inproving
reporting procedures;

8. Requests the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Hunan Rights, in
accordance with his mandate, to encourage the independent expert to finalize
his interimreport (A/ CONF.157/PC/ 62/ Add. 11/ Rev. 1) on possible | ong-term
approaches to enhancing the effective operation of the treaty systemin tine
for the final report to be considered by the Comm ssion on Hunman Rights at its
fifty-third session, and requests the Secretary-General to give the
i ndependent expert all necessary assistance, fromw thin existing resources;

9. Al so requests the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
to ensure, fromwi thin existing resources, that the revised United Nations
Manual on Human Rights Reporting (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.91.XIV.1) will be available in all official |anguages at the earliest
opportunity and that due regard is paid to the recomendati ons concerning the
Manual made by the fifth nmeeting of the persons chairing the human rights
treaty bodi es;



10. Expresses concern about the increasing backlog of reports on
i mpl enentation submtted by States parties to United Nations instrunments on
human rights and about delays in consideration of reports by the treaty
bodi es, and again urges States parties to nake every effort to neet their
reporting obligations;

11. Invites States parties which have been unable to conply with the
requirenents to submit their initial report to avail thenselves of technica
assi stance;

12. Encourages the efforts of the human rights treaty bodies to
exam ne, according to the nmandated human rights treaty reporting procedures,
the progress made in achieving the realization of human rights treaty
undertaki ngs by all States parties, w thout exception

13. Urges States parties to address, as a matter of priority, at their
schedul ed neetings, the issue of States parties consistently not conplying
with their reporting obligations;

14. Also urges all States parties whose reports have been exani ned by
treaty bodies to provide adequate followup to the observations and fina
conments of the treaty bodies on their reports;

15. Stresses the useful ness of technical assistance and advisory
services in helping States parties to conply with their obligations pursuant
to United Nations human rights instrunents and further to this end:

(a) Invites the treaty bodies to continue to identify possibilities for
States parties to benefit from such technical assistance and advi sory
servi ces;

(b) Requests the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights, in
fulfilling his mandate, as set forth in General Assenbly resolution 48/141, to
continue to provide advisory services and techni cal assistance at the request
of the State concerned and, whenever possible, in cooperation wth other
rel evant agenci es;

16. Wl cones the recommendati on by the persons chairing the human
rights treaty bodies that treaty bodies urge each State party to translate,
publish and make available in its territory the full text of the concluding
observations on their reports to the treaty bodies, and requests the
United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights to endeavour to ensure that
recent reports and the sumary records of comiittee discussions pertaining to
them as well as concludi ng observations and final coments of the treaty
bodi es, continue to be nade available in the United Nations informtion
centres in the countries submtting those reports;

17. Al so wel cones the contribution to the work of the human rights
treaty bodi es nade by the specialized agencies and other United Nations
bodi es, and invites the specialized agencies, other United Nations bodi es and
the human rights treaty bodies to pursue further cooperation anong thensel ves,
bearing in mnd the responsibilities of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner
for Hunman R ghts;



18. Invites the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights, in
accordance with his nandate, as contained in Ceneral Assenbly
resol ution 48/ 141, to consult the human rights treaty bodies with regard to
his efforts to pronote cooperation with regional intergovernnenta
organi zations for the pronotion and protection of hunman rights;

19. Recogni zes the inportant rol e played by non-governnenta
organi zations in the effective inplenmentation of all hunman rights instrunents,
and encourages the exchange of reliable informati on between the treaty bodies
and such organi zati ons;

20. Wl cones the enphasis by the persons chairing the human rights
treaty bodies that the enjoynent of the human rights of wonmen should be
closely nonitored by each treaty body within the conpetence of its mandate,
and recommends that the reporting guidelines adopted by each treaty body be
anended to identify related gender-specific infornmation to be addressed by
States parties in their reports;

21. Al so wel cones all appropriate nmeasures the hunman rights treaty
bodi es may take, within their mandates, in response to situations of nassive
hurman rights violations, including bringing those violations to the attention
of the H gh Commission for Human Rights, as well as the Secretary-General and
the bodies of the United Nations conpetent in the field of human rights, and
requests the Hi gh Conmmi ssioner, acting within his nandate, to coordi nate and
consult throughout the United Nations systemin this regard;

22. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to report to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session on nmeasures taken to inplenent the present resolution and
on obstacles to its inplenentation

23. Deci des to consider the question on a priority basis at its
fifty-third session under the agenda itementitled "Effective functioning of
bodi es established pursuant to United Nations human rights instrunents"”.

51st neetin

19 April 1996
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. X V.]

1996/ 23. |Inplenentation of the Declaration on the Elinm nation
of Al Fornms of Intolerance and of Discrinination

Based on Religion or Belief

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling that all States have pl edged thensel ves, under the Charter of
the United Nations, to pronote and encourage universal respect for and
observance of human rights and fundanental freedons for all w thout
distinction as to race, sex, |anguage or religion

Recogni zi ng that these rights derive fromthe inherent dignity of the
human person,



Enphasi zing that the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion
and belief is far-reaching and profound and that it enconpasses freedom of
t hought on all matters, personal conviction and the conmitment to religion or
bel i ef, whether manifested individually or in community wth others,

Recalling article 18 of the International Covenant on Gvil and Politica
Ri ght s,

Reaffirm ng that discrimnation against human bei ngs on the grounds of
religion or belief constitutes an affront to hunan dignity and a di savowal of
the principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolution 36/55 of 25 Novenber 1981, by which
it proclained the Declaration on the Elimnation of Al Forms of I|ntolerance
and of Discrimnation Based on Religion or Belief,

Taki ng note of CGeneral Assenbly resolution 50/183 of 22 Decenber 1995, in
which it requested the Comm ssion on Human Rights to continue its
consi deration of nmeasures to inplenment the Declaration and requested the
Speci al Rapporteur on religious intolerance to submt an interimreport to the
Assenbly at its fifty-first session

Reaffirm ng the call of the Wrld Conference on Hunan Ri ghts for al
Covernnments to take all appropriate neasures, in conpliance with their
i nternational obligations and with due regard to their respective | ega
systens, to counter intolerance and related viol ence based on religion or
belief, including practices of discrimnination against wonen and the
desecration of religious sites,

Recalling that the Wrld Conference on Human Rights reaffirmed the sol emm
commtment of all States to fulfil their obligations to pronote universa
respect for, and observance and protection of, all human rights and
fundanental freedons for all in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations, other instrunents relating to human rights and internationa
law, and stated that the universal nature of these rights and freedons is
beyond question.

Noting with concern neasures and practices in a nunber of countries that
may foster intolerance, including religious intolerance, in society,

Bearing in nmind the need for all Governnents to cooperate with the
Speci al Rapporteur on religious intolerance to enable himto carry out his
mandate fully, and taking note in this regard of the inportance attached by
t he Speci al Rapporteur to furthering dial ogue with Governnments, inter alia
t hrough visits nmade in situ,

Welcoming in this context the fact that a nunber of CGovernnents have
facilitated visits by the Special Rapporteur

Enphasi zi ng that non-governmental organizations and religi ous bodi es and
groups at every level have an inportant role to play in the promotion of
tol erance and the protection of freedomof religion or belief,



Consci ous of the inportance of education in ensuring tol erance of
religion and belief,

Al arnmed that serious instances of intolerance, discrinination and acts of
vi ol ence based on religion or belief, including acts of violence, intimdation
and coercion notivated by religious extremism occur in many parts of the
worl d and threaten the enjoynment of human rights and fundanental freedons,

Deeply concerned that, as reported by the Special Rapporteur, the rights
violated on religious grounds include the right to life, the right to physica
integrity and security of person, the right to freedom of novement and the
right to freedom of opinion and expression

1. Reaffirnms that freedom of thought, conscience, religion and beli ef
is a human right derived fromthe inherent dignity of the human person and
guaranteed to all wi thout discrimnation

2. Takes note of the report of the Special Rapporteur on religious
i ntol erance (E/ CN. 4/1996/95 and Add.1 and 2);

3. Notes with grave concern the continuing instances of hatred and
i ntol erance including acts of violence based upon religious intolerance, as
identified by the Special Rapporteur, which threaten all human rights and
fundanental freedons;

4, Condemms all such acts notivated by religious intolerance in al
its forms, including practices which violate the human rights of wonmen and
di scri m nate agai nst wonen;

5. Urges States to ensure that their constitutional and | egal systens
provi de adequate and effective guarantees of freedom of thought, conscience,
religion and belief to all w thout discrimnation, including the provision of
effective remedies in cases where the right to freedomof religion or belief
i s viol at ed;

6. Also urges States to ensure, in particular, that no one within
their jurisdiction is, because of religion or belief, deprived of the right to
life or the right to liberty and security of person, or is subjected to
torture or arbitrary arrest or detention

7. Further urges all States, in conformty with internationa
i nstruments of human rights, to take all necessary neasures to conbat hatred,
i ntol erance and acts of violence, intimdation and coercion notivated by
religious intolerance, and to encourage understandi ng, tol erance and respect
in matters relating to freedomof religion or belief;

8. Calls upon States to pronote and enhance tolerance in matters
relating to religion or belief and to ensure that the values of pluralism
respect for religious diversity and non-discrinination are pronoted
ef fectively, through appropriate neasures such as |egislation which does not
have the effect of fostering intolerance and discrimnation in society;



9. Enphasi zes that, as underlined by the Human Ri ghts Conmittee,
restrictions on the freedomto manifest religion or belief are permitted only
if limtations are prescribed by |law, are necessary to protect public safety,
order, health or norals, or the fundanental rights and freedonms of others, and
are applied in a manner that does not vitiate the right to freedom of thought,
consci ence and religion;

10. Urges States to ensure that, in the course of their officia
duties, nmenbers of |aw enforcenent bodies, civil servants, educators and other
public officials respect different religions and beliefs and do not
di scri m nate agai nst persons professing other religions or beliefs;

11. Calls upon all States to recognize, as provided in the Declaration
on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Intolerance and of Discrinination Based on
Religion or Belief, the right of all persons to worship or assenble in
connection with a religion or belief and to establish and maintain places for
t hose purposes;

12. Expresses its grave concern at attacks upon religious places, sites
and shrines, and calls upon all States, in accordance with their nationa

| egislation and in confornmity with international human rights standards, to
exert their utnost efforts to ensure that such places, sites and shrines are
fully respected and protected;

13. Considers it desirable to enhance the pronotional and public
infornmation activities of the United Nations in matters relating to freedom of
religion or belief and to ensure that appropriate neasures are taken to this
end, including the dissemnation, as a matter of high priority, of the text of
the Declaration by United Nations information centres, as well as by other
i nterested bodi es;

14. Encour ages the continued efforts on the part of the Special
Rapporteur to exam ne incidents and governnental actions in all parts of the
world that are inconpatible with the provisions of the Declaration and to
recomend renedi al nmeasures as appropriate;

15. Stresses the need for the Special Rapporteur to apply a gender
perspective in the reporting process, including in information collection and
in recomendati ons;

16. Invites the Special Rapporteur, within the ternms of his mandate and
in the context of recommendi ng renedi al nmeasures, to take into account the
experience of various States as to which neasures are nost effective in
pronoting freedomof religion and belief and countering all forms of
i ntol erance;

17. Encour ages Covernnments to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur so
as to enable himto fulfil his nmandate even nore effectively, inter alia by
responding to requests for views and coments and by giving serious
consideration to inviting himto visit their countries;



18. Invites the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his nmandate,
to continue to bear in mnd the need to be able to respond effectively to
credible and reliable information that cones before him to seek the views and
conmments of the Governnent concerned on any information which he intends to
include in his report, and to continue to carry out his work with discretion
and i ndependence;

19. Encour ages CGovernments, when seeking the assistance of the
United Nations progranme of advisory services and technical assistance in the
field of human rights, to consider, where appropriate, including requests for
assistance in the field of pronotion and protection of the right to freedom of
t hought, conscience and religion

20. Wl cones and encourages the efforts of non-governnental
organi zations to pronmote the inplenentation of the Declaration, and invites
themto consider what further contribution they could nake to its
i mpl erent ation and dissemination in all parts of the world;

21. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all necessary assistance
to the Special Rapporteur to enable himto carry out his nmandate, to submt
an interimreport to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session and to
report to the Conmission at its fifty-third session

22. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-third session under the itementitled "Inplenentation of the Declaration
on the Elimnation of All Fornms of Intolerance and of Discrimnination Based on
Religion or Belief".

51st neetin

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVIII.]

1996/ 24. Traffic in wonen and qgirls

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirmi ng the principles set forth in the Universal Declaration of
Human Ri ghts, the Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of Discrimnation
agai nst Wonen, the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts, the Convention
agai nst Torture and Qther Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishnent,
the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Declaration on the
Eli mi nati on of Viol ence agai nst Wnen,

Recalling that the Vienna Declaration and Programre of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23), adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts
on 25 June 1993, affirmed the human rights of wonen and the girl child as
an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of universal human rights,

Wl comi ng the Programme of Action of the International Conference
on Popul ati on and Devel opnent (A/ CONF. 171/13), held at Cairo from5 to
13 Septenber 1994, which, inter alia, called upon all Covernnents to prevent
all international trafficking in mgrants, especially for the purpose of
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prostitution, and for the adoption by Governnents of both receiving countries
and countries of origin of effective sanctions agai nst those who organize
undocunent ed migration, exploit undocunented nigrants or engage in trafficking
i n undocurented nigrants, especially those who engage in any form of
international traffic in wonmen and children

Recalling also the recognition by the Wrld Summit for Soci al
Devel opnent, held at Copenhagen from6 to 12 March 1995, of the danger
to society of the trafficking in wonmen and chil dren,

Wl coming also the initiatives taken by the Commi ssion on Crine
Prevention and Crimnal Justice and the Ninth United Nati ons Congress on
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatnment of Offenders, held at Cairo from
29 April to 10 May 1995, towards criminalizing clandestine traffic in
undocurnent ed ni grants,

Concurring with the conclusion in the Platformfor Action (A CONF. 177/ 20)
of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen: Action for Equality, Devel oprent and
Peace, held at Beijing from4 to 15 Septenber 1995, that the effective
suppression of trafficking in wonen and girls for the sex trade is a natter
of pressing international concern

Recalling its resolution 1995/25 of 3 March 1995, General Assenbly
resol uti on 50/ 167 of 22 Decenber 1995 and resolutions 39/6 of 29 March 1995
and 40/ 4 of 22 March 1996 of the Conmm ssion on the Status of Wnen,

Acknowl edgi ng the work done by intergovernnental organizations, such
as the International Oganization for Mgration, and non-government al
organi zations in conpiling information on the scale and conplexity of the
probl em of trafficking, in providing shelters for trafficked wonen and
children and in effecting their voluntary repatriation to their countries
of origin,

Noting with concern the increasing nunber of wonen and girl children from
devel opi ng countries and from sonme countries with econonies in transition who
are being victinized by traffickers, and acknow edgi ng that the probl em of
trafficking also victim zes young boys,

Convi nced of the need to elinminate all forms of sexual violence and
sexual exploitation and trafficking, including for prostitution and other
forms of comercial sex, which are violations of the human rights of wonen and
girl children and are inconpatible with the dignity and worth of the human
person,

Real i zi ng the urgent need for the adoption of effective neasures
nationally, regionally and internationally to protect wonen and girl children
fromthis nefarious traffic,

1. Notes with appreciation the report of the Secretary-General on the
traffic in wonmen and girls (A/ 50/ 369);



2. Calls upon CGovernnents of countries of origin, transit and
destination, and regional and international organizations, as appropriate, to
i mpl ement the Platformfor Action of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen by:

(a) Considering the ratification and enforcenent of internationa
conventions on trafficking in persons and on sl avery;

(b) Taki ng appropriate neasures to address the root factors, including
external factors, that encourage trafficking in wonmen and girls for
prostitution and other fornms of commercialized sex, forced marriages and
forced | abour in order to elimnate trafficking in wonen, including by
strengt hening existing legislation with a view to providing better protection
of the rights of wonen and girls and to punishing the perpetrators, through
both crimnal and civil neasures;

(c) St eppi ng up cooperation and concerted action by all relevant |aw
enforcenent authorities and institutions with a view to disnmantling national
regi onal and international networks in trafficking;

(d) Al l ocating resources to provide conprehensive programes desi gned
to heal and rehabilitate into society victins of trafficking, including
t hrough job training, |egal assistance and confidential health care and taking
neasures to cooperate w th non-governnental organizations to provide for the
soci al, medical and psychol ogical care of the victins of trafficking;

(e) Devel opi ng educational and training progranmes and policies
and considering enacting |egislation ainmed at preventing sex tourism and
trafficking, giving special enphasis to the protection of young wonen and
chi l dren;

3. Invites Governnments to accord standard m ni rum huranitari an
treatment to trafficked persons, consistent with hunman rights standards;

4. Invites the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights, in
addressing the obstacles to the realization of the human rights of women, in
particular through his contacts with the Special Rapporteur on viol ence
agai nst wonen, its causes and consequences and the Special Rapporteur on the
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, to include the
traffic in wonen and girls anong his priority concerns;

5. Encourages the Centre for Human Rights to include the issue of
traffic in wonen and girls in its programe of work under its advisory,
training and information activities, with a view to providi ng assi stance to
Covernments, upon their request, in instituting preventive measures agai nst
traf ficking through education and appropriate infornation canpai gns;

6. Requests the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrinination and
Protection of Mnorities to encourage its Wrking Goup on Contenporary Fornmns
of Slavery to continue to address the issue of the traffic in wonen and girls
under its draft programme of action on the traffic in persons and the
exploitation of the prostitution of others;



7. Invites rel evant intergovernmental and non-governnent al
organi zations to provi de advisory services to Governnents, upon their
request, in planning and setting up rehabilitation programes for victins of
trafficking and in training, particularly human rights training for personne

who will be directly involved in the inplenentation of these programres;
8. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the Conm ssion, at

its fifty-third session, with his report to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-first session on the inplenentation of General Assenbly
resol uti on 50/ 167;

9. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-third session under the rel evant agenda item

51st neetin

19 April 1996
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. XV.]

1996/ 25. Work of the Sub-Conmmi ssion on Prevention of
Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng its resolution 1995/26 of 3 March 1995,

Recalling the terns of reference of the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities as defined by the Comm ssi on and
its particular responsibilities established, inter alia, in Conmm ssion
resolutions 8 (XXII1) of 16 March 1967 and 17 (XXXVII1) of 10 March 1981
Economi ¢ and Soci al Council resolutions 1235 (XLII1) of 6 June 1967 and
1503 (XLVIII1) of 27 May 1970, and the relevant resolutions of the
General Assenbly,

Recalling also its resolution 1992/66 of 4 March 1992, in which it
provided certain guidelines for the work of the Sub-Conm ssion, and Econonic
and Social Council resolution 1991/32 of 31 May 1991 on strengthening the
i ndependence of the expert nmenbers of the Sub-Conmi ssion

Taki ng note of the report of the working group on the nethods of
wor k of the Sub-Commi ssion (E/ CN 4/Sub. 2/1994/3) and of Sub-Conmi ssion
deci sion 1994/117 of 26 August 1994,

Taking note also of the reports of the Sub-Commission and its Chairnan
on the forty-seventh session (E/ CN. 4/1996/2-E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/51 and
E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 81) ,

Expressing its appreciation of the positive contribution nade by the
Sub- Comi ssion to the pronotion and protection of human rights,



Convi nced that the Sub-Conmi ssion, as a body of independent experts, has
an inportant conplenentary role to play in providing advice to the Comm ssion
on Human Rights, inter alia with regard to human rights viol ations and new
devel opnents in the field of human rights,

M ndf ul that the Sub-Conmnmi ssion also provides a forumfor
non- gover nment al organi zations in consultative status with the Econonmi c and
Social Council and that they can nake inportant contributions to the work of
t he Sub- Conmmi ssion in conformty with the principles enbodied in Council
resolution 1296 (XLIV) of 23 May 1968,

Convinced that the inpartiality and objectivity of the Sub-Comm ssion and
t he i ndependence of its nmenbers and their alternates are essential for its
credibility and effectiveness,

Fully aware that both the credibility and the effectiveness of the
Sub- Commi ssion as an expert human rights body are basically dependent on
Governnents nomi nating and the Conmission el ecting as nenbers and al ternates
of the Sub-Commi ssion only individuals who possess genui ne expertise in the
field of human rights and who are able to act independently of their
Covernments and devote the time necessary to their mandate

Convi nced that studi es conm ssioned by the Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
to nenbers of the Sub- Commission should be carried out by nmenbers of the
Sub- Commi ssion or their alternates, in cooperation with their consultants, if
need be, and the Secretariat, and that such studies need to be given thorough
consi derati on and adequate foll ow up

Noting with appreciation the ongoi ng di al ogue of the Sub-Comission wth
the Conmittee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrinination and the need for
t horough preparation for such interaction

Stressing the need for enhanced cooperation between the Comm ssion and
t he Sub- Commi ssion, and recalling the continuing inportance for the Conmi ssion
to give guidance to the Sub-Conmi ssion, and for the Sub-Conm ssion to follow
that gui dance, in the light of the mandate already granted to it, in order to
ensure conplenmentarity and avoid duplication

1. Reaffirnms that the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnination
and Protection of Mnorities can best assist the Conmi ssion on Human Rights
by providing it with recomendati ons based on the different views and
per spectives of independent experts, which should be appropriately reflected
in the report of the Sub-Comm ssion, as well as in the expert studies carried
out under its auspices;

2. Calls upon States to nominate as nenbers and alternates persons
neeting the criteria of independent experts, who should discharge in that
capacity their functions as nenbers of the Sub-Conmi ssion, and to respect
fully the independence of el ected nenbers and alternates;



3. Requests States noni nating candi dates for the Sub-Conmi ssion, and
the Secretary-General, to nake nomi nations known sufficiently early to enable
t he nmenbers of the Commi ssion to assess thoroughly the qualifications of the
nomi nees;

4. Reaffirnms that one of the tasks of the Sub-Conmission is to
undertake a thorough exam nation of information concerning alleged hunman
rights violations, in accordance with its nmandate, as well as the presentation
of the results of the exanination to the Conmi ssion

5. Invites the Sub-Commission to continue to give due regard to new
devel opnents in the field of human rights;

6. Calls upon the Sub-Conmmission, in the fulfilment of its functions
and duties, to observe the resolutions and deci sions of the Comm ssion and the
Economi ¢ and Social Council regarding its work;

7. Takes note of Sub-Comm ssion decision 1995/113 of 24 August 1995 to
continue its practice of considering item6 of its agenda, entitled "Question
of the violation of human rights and fundanmental freedons, including policies
of racial discrimnation and segregation and of apartheid, in all countries,
with particular reference to colonial and other dependent territories",
starting on the day after the adoption of the agenda, and wel cones
Sub- Comi ssi on deci sion 1995/ 115 of 24 August 1995 to consider at its
forty-ei ghth session how best to carry out its mandate in exam ning violations
of human rights under this agenda item

8. Al so takes note of Sub-Comm ssion decision 1995/112
of 24 August 1995 to adopt, on an experinmental basis, new procedures according
to which the exercise of the right of reply will be restricted to the end of
the debate on the respective agenda itemand all egations of violations of
human rights nade under agenda item 6 cannot be repeated under any ot her
agenda item

9. Requests the Sub- Conmi ssion thoroughly to reviewin an effective
manner its mandate and working methods with a viewto inproving its efficiency
further and avoi ding duplication with the Conmmi ssion and its mechani sns and,
in this context, taking into account the views of Menber States, to give
particul ar attention to:

(a) Further rationalization of its agenda;

(b) Sel ection of subjects for studies, as well as the conmi ssioning,
nunber, treatment and tine-frame of studies and reports;

(c) The functioning and nmandate of its nechanisns;

(d) The need to focus on the inplenentation of existing human rights
st andards and nechani sns;

(e) The consideration of alleged violations of human rights;
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(f) The need for enhanced cooperation with nmechani sns of the Conmi ssion
and, within their competence, with all relevant bodies including the human
rights treaty bodies;

(9) The conposition of the Sub-Comm ssion and criteria for menbership;

10. Takes note of Sub-Comm ssion decision 1995/114 of 24 August 1995 to
earmark part of its forty-eighth session for a closed exchange of views anobng
the experts and their alternates, and requests the Sub-Commi ssion to devote a
portion of these closed neetings to consideration of the outcome of the review
of its nmandate and worki ng mnethods;

11. Deci des to consider the report of the Sub-Conmm ssion on this issue
at its fifty-third session in the context of the review of the nandate and
wor ki ng net hods of the Sub- Conmi ssion

12. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue to give strong support
to the Sub-Comm ssion and, in particular, to ensure that Sub-Conm ssion
docunments are available in all official United Nations | anguages i n good
ti me before the session;

13. Invites the Chairnman of the Comm ssion to i nformthe Sub-Comni ssi on
on the debate under this item

14. Requests the Chairman of the Sub-Commission at its forty-eighth
session to report to the Conmission at its fifty-third session on significant
aspects of the work of the Sub-Conmi ssion

51st neetin

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XV.]

1996/ 26. M ni num humani tari an st andards

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Gravely concerned at the | arge nunber of situations where interna
vi ol ence causes extensive suffering and breaches of the principles of humanity
and underm nes the protection of human rights,

Gravely concerned also at the conduct of groups and i ndividual s who
resort to violence, thereby contributing to the suffering of innocent people
in such situations,

Consci ous of the desirability of reaffirmng the principles of hunmanity
and the dictates of the public conscience governing the behavi our of al
persons, groups and public authorities in all situations,

Enphasi zing, in this regard, the need to identify and inplenment neasures

to prevent violations and abuses of hunman rights and fundanmental freedons, in
particular the right to life and integrity of the individual,
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Recal ling resolution 1994/26 of 26 August 1994 of the Sub- Conmi ssion
on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities and its own
resol ution 1995/29 of 3 March 1995,

1. Recogni zes the need to address principles applicable to situations
of internal violence and disturbance of all kinds in a nanner consistent with
i nternational law including the Charter of the United Nations;

2. Al so recognizes in this regard the vital inportance of the
exi stence in each country of appropriate national |egislation for dealing
with such situations in a manner consistent with the rule of |aw,

3. Invites all States to consider reviewing their national |egislation
rel evant to situations of public energency with a viewto ensuring that it
neets the requirenments of the rule of law and that it does not involve
di scrimnation on the grounds of race, colour, sex, |anguage, religion or
soci al origin;

4. Wl cones the offer by Dennmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden
to organize, in cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross,
a workshop to which governnmental and non-governnental experts fromall regions
will be invited to consider this issue and to nmake the outcome of the workshop
avail abl e for dissem nation to Governments and i ntergovernnmental and
non- gover nent al or gani zati ons;

5. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to transmit the text of the present
resolution to Governnents and intergovernnental and non-governmenta
organi zations for their coments on this matter for submi ssion to the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session

51st neetin

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XV.]

1996/ 27. Human rights of persons with disabilities

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

M ndf ul of the pledge nade by States, under the Charter of the
United Nations, to take action jointly and separately, in cooperation with the
United Nations, in order to pronote a better quality of life, full enploynent,
and conditions for economnic and social progress and devel oprent,

Recal ling the provisions of the International Covenant on Econormic
Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Cvil and Politica
Ri ghts and the Convention on the Rights of the Child,

Wl comi ng the unreserved reaffirmation in the Vienna Declaration and
Programe of Action (A/ CONF.157/23) of the human rights and fundanental
freedons of persons with disabilities and the recognition in the Programe
of Action of the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent
(A/ CONF. 171/ 13) and the Programme of Action of the World Sunmit for Socia
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Devel opnent ( A/ CONF. 166/9) of a pressing need for, inter alia, the realization
of the goals of full participation and equality for persons with disabilities,
as well as the recognition by the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen: Action
for Equality, Devel opnment and Peace, of the special needs of wonen with
disabilities,

Recal ling General Assenbly resolution 48/ 96 of 20 Decenber 1993, in which
the Assenbly adopted the Standard Rul es on the Equalization of Qpportunities
for Persons with Disabilities

Reaffirm ng the continuing validity and value of the Wrld Programe of
Action concerning Disabl ed Persons, adopted by the General Assenbly at its
thirty-seventh session, which provides a firmand i nnovative framework for
pronoting and protecting the human rights of persons with disabilities,

Re- enphasi zing the responsibility of Governments for renoving or
facilitating the removal, as far as possible, of barriers and obstacles to the
full integration and participation of persons with disabilities in society,
and supporting their efforts to develop national policies to reach specific
obj ecti ves,

Recogni zi ng the contribution of non-governnental organizations,
especi al |y organi zati ons of persons with disabilities, in the global effort to
bring about full participation and equality for persons with disabilities and
to ensure the full enjoynent of human rights by persons with disabilities,

Noting the reports by M. Leandro Despouy, Special Rapporteur of the
Sub- Comi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,
and the Centre for Human Rights publication Human R ghts and Di sabl ed Persons
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 92.XIV.4), in which internationa
nmechani sns for the protection and pronotion of the hunman rights of persons
with disabilities, such as an onbudsman, are proposed,

Concerned at the extent of disabilities caused by the indiscrimnate use
of anti-personnel nines, particularly anong civilian popul ati ons,

1. Calls upon the Secretary-General to nmaintain the integrity of
programes within the United Nations systemrelating to persons with
disabilities, including the United Nations Voluntary Fund on Disability,
in order to pronote the rights and the equalization of opportunities and
full inclusion within societies of persons with disabilities;

2. Wl cones the work done by the Conmittee on Econonic, Social and
Cultural Rights to draw attention to the reconmendati ons of the Speci al
Rapporteur on disability of the Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent, and calls
upon States to cooperate fully with the Special Rapporteur, to neet his
requests for information and to provide relevant data to the Conmittee on
Econoni ¢, Social and Cultural Rights;

3. Ur ges non-governmental organizations active in the protection and
pronoti on of the human rights of persons with disabilities to provide rel evant
information to the Conmittee on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights and to
the Centre for Hunman Ri ghts;
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4, Encourages all the human rights treaty bodies to respond positively
toits invitation to nonitor the conpliance of States with their conmtnents
under the relevant human rights instrunments in order to ensure full enjoynent
of those rights by persons with disabilities;

5. Urges all Governments to inplenment, with the cooperation and
assi stance of organizations, the Standard Rul es on the Equalization of
Qopportunities for Persons with Disabilities;

6. Invites Governnments and the private sector to contribute to the
United Nations Voluntary Fund on Disability, with a view to providing
addi ti onal support for the inplenentation of the Standard Rules, within
the context of the World Programmre of Action concerning D sabl ed Persons;

7. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure appropriate support for
the effective functioning of the Long-Term Strategy to | nplenment the Wrld
Programe of Action concerning Disabled Persons to the Year 2000 and Beyond
(A 49/ 435, annex);

8. Encour ages the Secretary-General and the United Nations agencies
concerned to finalize, in consultation with Menber States, the devel opnent of
a global disability indicator in the Conm ssion for Social Devel opment, and
al so encourages the Special Rapporteur and all hunman rights treaty bodies to
make use of it, where appropriate, in their future work;

9. Expresses grave concern that situations of armed conflict have
especi al |y devastating consequences for the human rights of persons with
di sabilities;

10. Expresses deep concern at the indiscrimnate use of anti-personne
m nes, causing a high nunber of disabilities anong civilian populations in
all continents, in particular anong wonen and children, and calls upon all
CGovernments and United Nations agencies to extend their assistance in
alleviating the suffering of those victins;

11. Wl cones international efforts aimed at restricting and prohibiting
the use of anti-personnel mnes, and calls upon Governnents to contribute to
dem ning activities, thereby reducing the nunber of disabilities caused by
t hose weapons;

12. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to report biennially to the
Ceneral Assenbly on the progress of efforts to ensure the full recognition
and enjoynent of the human rights of persons with disabilities;

13. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to make available to the
Conmission at its fifty-third session the |latest report of the Specia
Rapporteur on disability of the Conmi ssion for Social Devel opnent on his
noni toring of the Standard Rul es on the Equalization of Qpportunities for
Persons with Disabilities

14. Reaffirnms its commitnment to ensuring that the human rights of

persons with disabilities and their concerns for full participation in
conmunity affairs continue to be addressed in all of its work;
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15. Decides to continue to consider the question at its fifty-third
session under the agenda itementitled "Report of the Sub-Comm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities".

51st neetin

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XV.]

1996/ 28. Question of arbitrary detention

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolution 1985/16 of 11 March 1985, in which it requested
t he Sub- Commi ssi on on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Mnorities to anal yse the available information concerning the practice of
admi ni strative detention without charge or trial and to nmake appropriate
recomendati ons on the use of this practice,

Reaffirm ng articles 3, 9, 10 and 29, as well as other rel evant
provi sions of the Universal Declaration of Hunman Ri ghts,

Recalling articles 9, 10, 11 and 14 to 22 of the International Covenant
on Gvil and Political Rights,

Havi ng taken note, at its forty-seventh session, of the revised
report of M. Louis Joinet on the practice of administrative detention
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1990/ 29 and Add. 1) and of the reconmendations fornul ated
t her ei n,

Recalling its resolutions 1991/42 of 5 March 1991, 1992/28 of
28 February 1992, 1993/36 of 5 March 1993, 1994/32 of 4 March 1994 and 1995/59
of 7 March 1995,

Bearing in nmind that, in accordance with resolution 1991/42, the task of
the Wrking Group on Arbitrary Detention is to investigate cases of detention
i mposed arbitrarily or otherw se inconsistently with the rel evant
i nternational standards set forth in the Universal Declaration of Hunman
Rights, or in the relevant international |egal instrunents accepted by the
St at es concer ned,

Havi ng considered the report of the Wrking Goup (E CN 4/1996/40
and Add. 1),

Havi ng heard the comments nade during the fifty-second session of the
Conmi ssi on,

1. Takes note of the work of the Wirking G oup on Arbitrary Detention
and its efforts to revise its nethods of work, and underlines the initiatives
it has taken to strengthen cooperation and dial ogue with States, and the new
cooperation with all those concerned by the cases subnmitted to it for
consi deration, in accordance with its nandate;
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2. Al so takes note of the report of the Wrking G oup (E/ CN. 4/1996/ 40
and Add. 1);

3. Requests the Wrking Group to continue, in discharging its mandate,
to seek and gather information from Governnents and intergovernnental and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons, as well as fromthe individuals concerned,
their families or their legal representatives;

4, Al so requests the Wirking Group which, in conformity wth
resol ution 1991/42, has a nandate to investigate cases of detention inposed
arbitrarily or otherwi se inconsistently with the relevant internationa
standards set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights or in the
rel evant international |egal instruments accepted by the States concerned,
to take duly into consideration the distinction between detention and
i mprisonnent nade, inter alia, by General Assenbly resolution 43/173
of 9 Decenber 1988, and to subnit to the Conmission, at its
fifty-third session, its conclusions and recomendati ons on this question;

5. Further requests the Wrking Goup, in discharging its nandate, to
apply the treaties relevant to the case under consideration only to the States
which are parties to them

6. Invites the Woirking Group to continue to take account of the
need to carry out its task with discretion, objectivity, inpartiality and
i ndependence, within the franework of its mandate, and invites the experts to
continue to performtheir task with rigour, in the light of the very specific
nature of their mandate, which is notably to investigate cases, and to respond
effectively to credible and reliable informati on that cones before them

7. Enphasi zes the need for the Wirking G oup to take
gender-specificity into account in its reports, including in the collection
of information and in its recomendati ons;

8. Takes note in this context of the inportance that the Wrking G oup
attaches to coordination with other nechani sns of the Commi ssion on Hunman
Rights and with the treaty bodies, as well as to the strengthening of the role
of the Centre for Human Rights in such coordination, and encourages the
Wbrking Group to continue to avoid any unnecessary duplication

9. Expresses its profound thanks to Governnents which have extended
their cooperation to the Wrking Goup and responded to its requests for
i nformation, and asks all Governments concerned to denpnstrate the same spirit
of cooperation;

10. Wl cones the fact that the Wrking Goup has been inforned of the
rel ease of many individual s whose situati on had been brought to its attention

11. Requests CGovernnents concerned to give the necessary attention to

the "urgent appeal s" addressed to them by the Wrking Goup on a strictly
humani tari an basis and wi thout prejudging the nature of the detention;
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12. Invites Governnents concerned to take note of the Wirking Goup's
deci si ons and, where necessary, to take appropriate steps and to informthe
Worki ng Group of the steps they have taken

13. Encour ages CGovernments to pay attention to the recomendati ons of
the Working Group concerning persons nmentioned in its report, who have been
det ai ned for a nunber of years;

14. Regrets that the Wrking Goup was unabl e, despite the invitation
recei ved, to undertake the field mssion envisaged for 1995, and encourages
all Governnents to invite the Wirking Group to their countries in order that
it my fulfil its nandate even nore effectively;

15. Expresses its concern at the fact that, according to the data of
the Worki ng Group, nost cases of arbitrary deprivation of liberty are
notivated by denial of the exercise of the right to freedom of opinion and
expression, and recalls the need to pay due attention to cases of arbitrary
detention notivated by violation of other human rights and fundanental
freedons;

16. Notes with concern that, according to the Wrking Goup, the
practice of arbitrary detention is facilitated and aggravated by severa
factors such as abuse of states of energency, exercise of the powers specific
to states of energency without a formal declaration, non-observance of the
principle of proportionality between the gravity of the neasures taken and the
situation concerned, too vague a definition of offences against State security
and the existence of special or energency jurisdictions;

17. Encourages States to take appropriate nmeasures in order to ensure
that their legislation in these fields is in confornmity with the rel evant
i nternational instruments and not to extend states of energency beyond what is
strictly required by the situation, or to limt their effects;

18. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral and the Special Rapporteur of the
Sub- Comi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities
responsi bl e for studying the question of human rights and states of emnergency
to extend their assistance to Governments expressing the wish to receive it,
as well as to special rapporteurs and working groups, with a view to ensuring
pronoti on and observance of the guarantees relating to states of energency
that are laid down in the relevant international instrunents;

19. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to ensure that the Wrking
G oup receives all necessary assistance, particularly in regard to staffing
and resources needed to discharge its nmandate, and notably with respect to
field m ssions;

20. Requests the Wirking Group to submit to it a report at its
fifty-third session, and to nmake to it any suggestions and recomendati ons
whi ch woul d enable it to discharge its task in the best possible way, in
cooperation with Governnents, and to continue its consultations to that end
within the framework of its terms of reference
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21. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-third session under the agenda itementitled "Question of the human
rights of all persons subjected to any form of detention or inprisonnent".

51st neetin

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIII.]

1996/ 29. Staff nenbers of the United Nations and of
the specialized agencies in detention

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling Ceneral Assenbly resolution 42/219 of 21 Decenber 1987, 43/225
of 21 Decenber 1988, 44/186 of 19 Decenber 1989 and 45/240 of
21 Decenber 1990, in which the Assenbly deplored the increase in the nunber of
cases where the functioning, safety and well-being of officials had been
adversely affected, including cases of detention in Menber States and
abduction by arned groups and individuals, and the increasi ng nunber of cases
in which the lives and well-being of officials had been placed in jeopardy
during the exercise of their official functions,

Recalling its resolution 1995/39 of 3 March 1995, in which it requested
the Secretary-General to subnmit to the Conmission at its fifty-second session
an updated version of the report on the situation of United Nations staff
nmenbers, experts and their fanilies detained, inprisoned, nissing or held in a
country against their wll,

Aware of the need to strengthen the relevant international |ega
i nstrunents,

Wl comi ng the adoption, by the CGeneral Assenbly in resolution 49/59 of
Decenber 1994, of the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and
Associ ated Personnel as a significant step for the protection of
United Nations staff menbers and other personnel acting under its authority,

Noting that since its adoption the Convention has only been signed by
40 Menber States and ratified by 4,

Considering that, at a tinme when the United Nations is undertaking
greater responsibilities sending missions in difficult conditions to various
parts of the world, it is inperative that its staff nenbers and ot her
personnel acting under its authority be able to performtheir duties with the
assurance that their human rights, privileges and inmunities will be fully
respected, in accordance with the relevant provision of the Charter of the
United Nations and other international instrunments,

Havi ng exam ned the updated report of the Secretary-General on the

detention of international civil servants and their families (E CN 4/1996/32
and Add. 1),
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Noting the remarks made by certain bodies, as nentioned in the updated
report of the Secretary-General, that the coverage offered by the Convention
does not include all menbers of United Nations mssions wthout distinction as
to the type of mandate entrusted to them

Gravely concerned that a significant nunber of United Nations staff
nmenbers, experts and their fanmilies continue to be detained, inprisoned,
retai ned as hostages, missing or held in a country against their wll,

Gravely concerned also that a significant nunber of United Nations staff
nmenbers, recruited nationally or internationally, and other personnel acting
under the authority of the United Nations and their famlies have been killed
since July 1994,

Noti ng the continuous need for updated and conplete information on the
situation of United Nations staff nmenbers, experts and their famlies
det ai ned, inprisoned, retained as hostages, nissing or held in a country
against their wll,

Convi nced that a better coordinated and nore detail ed reporting system
with a better dial ogue between the United Nations and the host country
concerned, can contribute to a faster solution of cases,

Deeply concerned at the inordinate del ays and obstacl es which different
organi zations of the United Nations systemface when trying to exercise fully
the right of functional protection of their staff nenbers,

Greatly appreciating the efforts of the Secretary-CGeneral to pronote a
satisfactory resolution of all cases of this kind, and noting that these
efforts have al ready produced concrete results concerning the security of
United Nations staff nenbers, experts and their famli es,

1. Takes note with interest of the updated report of the
Secretary- General ;

2. Invites the Secretary-General to request the United Nations organs
concerned to subnmit to himtheir views and comments on the reconmendati ons
contained in the final report of the Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Conm ssion
on Prevention of Discrinination and Protection of Mnorities on the protection
of the human rights of United Nations staff nenbers, experts and their
fam lies (E/ CN 4/Sub.?2/1992/19) and to submit a report eval uating the measures
proposed for the inplenmentation of those reconmendati ons;

3. Appeal s once again to Menber States to respect and to ensure
respect for the rights of staff nenbers and ot her personnel acting under the
authority of the United Nations and their fanmilies and to take the necessary
neasures to ensure the protection of United Nations and associ ated personne
intheir territory;

4, Requests the Secretary-General to continue his efforts to ensure

that the human rights, privileges and i munities of United Nations staff
nmenbers, experts and their fanmlies are fully respected and to seek redress
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and conpensation for the damage caused to them as well as their ful
rei ntegration, when their human rights, privileges and i nmunities have been
vi ol at ed;

5. Reiterates the obligations of Menmber States under the Convention on
the Privileges and Inmmunities of the United Nations and al so under the
Convention on the Privileges and I munities of the Specialized Agencies
regarding immunity fromlegal process and from personal arrest or detention

6. Urges Menber States:

(a) To provi de adequate and pronpt information concerning the arrest or
detention of United Nations staff menbers, experts or their famlies;

(b) To grant the representative of the conpetent internationa
organi zation i mmedi ate access to them

(c) To all ow i ndependent nedical teans to investigate the health of
det ai ned staff nenbers, experts and their fanilies, and to afford themthe
necessary nedi cal assistance;

(d) To allow representatives of the conpetent internationa
organi zation to attend any hearing concerning United Nations staff nenbers,
experts and their fanlies;

(e) To ensure the speedy rel ease of United Nations staff nenbers,
experts and nenbers of their fanmilies who have been arrested or detained in
violation of their imunity, in accordance with the conventions referred to in
par agraph 5 above;

7. Invites Menber States to consider pronptly becomng parties to the
Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associ ated Personnel ;

8. Invites the Secretary-General to prepare a docunent containing the
rel evant principles of protection found in the Convention for use as
guidelines in bilateral negotiations of headquarters agreenments and m ssion
agreenments with the concerned CGovernnents; such bilateral negotiations would
take into account national |egislation where the Governnent concerned has not
ratified or acceded to the Convention

9. Requests the Secretary-General to subnit to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session a report on the status of the Convention on the Safety of
United Nations and Associ ated Personnel, on the situation of United Nations
staff nenbers, experts and their fanilies detained, inprisoned, mssing or
held in a country against their will, on cases which have been successfully
settled since the presentation of the last report, and on the inplenentation
of the neasures referred to in the present resolution

51st neetin

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIII.]
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1996/ 30. Question of enforced di sappearances

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Bearing in mind General Assenbly resolution 33/173 of 20 Decenber 1978,
in which the Assenbly requested the Conmi ssion on Hunan Rights to consider the
guesti on of di sappeared persons with a view to naking appropriate
reconmendati ons, and all other United Nations resol utions concerning m ssing
or di sappeared persons,

Recalling its resolution 20 (XXXVI) of 29 February 1980, in which it
decided to establish a working group consisting of five of its menbers, to
serve as experts in their individual capacity, to exam ne questions rel evant
to enforced or involuntary di sappearances, and its resolutions 1991/41 of
5 March 1991, 1992/30 of 28 February 1992, 1993/35 of 5 March 1993, 1994/39 of
5 March 1994 and 1995/38 of 3 March 1995,

Recalling al so General Assenbly resolution 47/133 of 18 Decenber 1992, by
whi ch the Assenbly adopted the Declaration on the Protection of Al Persons
from Enforced D sappearance,

Enphasi zing that, in the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23), the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts wel conmed t he adopti on of
the Declaration on the Protection of Al Persons from Enforced D sappearance
and called upon all States to take effective legislative, adnm nistrative,
judicial or other neasures to prevent, terninate and puni sh acts of enforced
di sappear ance,

Noti ng that the Wrking Goup on Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances
consi ders the adoption of the latter Declaration to be the nost encouragi ng
devel opnent since its establishnent in respect of efforts to conbat enforced
di sappearances, especially in so far as it recogni zes that the systematic
practice of such acts "is of the nature of a crinme agai nst humanity",

Expressing concern in this connection that, according to the WrKking
Group, the practice of a nunber of States can run counter to the Declaration

Convi nced of the need to continue inplenenting the provisions of
General Assenbly resolution 33/173 and of the other United Nations resol utions
on the question of disappeared persons, with a viewto finding solutions for
cases of di sappearance and elimnating enforced di sappearances, duly taking
i nto account the provisions of the Declaration

Taking into account General Assenbly resolution 49/193 of
23 Decenber 1994,

Deeply concerned about the increase and spread of the practice of
enforced di sappearances in various parts of the world,

Concerned at the | arge nunber of reports concerning harassnent,

ill-treatment and intimdation of witnesses of di sappearances or relatives of
di sappear ed persons,
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Noting with satisfaction in this connection that the Wrking Goup
reports increased cooperation on the part of npbst States,

Recalling its resolution 1995/75 of 8 March 1995 on cooperation with
representatives of United Nations human rights organs,

Havi ng exam ned the report of the Wrking Goup (E/ CN. 4/1996/38) and al so
the report of the expert nenber of the Wrking Goup responsible for the
speci al operation on mssing persons in the territory of the forner Yugoslavia
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 36) ,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Wrking Goup on Enforced or
I nvol untary Di sappearances for the way in which it is performng its task, and

thanks it for subnmitting a report to the Conmi ssion in accordance with its
resol ution 1995/38 of 3 March 1995;

2. Takes note of the report of the Wrking G oup;

3. Encourages the Wirking Group in its efforts to help to elimnate
the practice of enforced di sappearances, to subnmit to the Conm ssion al
information it deens necessary and any specific recomendations it may wish to
nmake regarding the fulfilnment of its task

4, Notes that the primary role of the Wrking Group, as described in
its reports, is to act as a channel of comunication between famlies of the
di sappeared persons and the Governments concerned, with a view to ensuring
that sufficiently docunented and clearly identified individual cases are
i nvestigated and to ascertain whether such information falls under its mandate
and contains the required el ements;

5. Stresses the need for the Working Group to apply gender perspective
inits reporting process, including in information collection and fornulation
of reconmendati ons;

6. Rem nds the Wirking Goup of the need to observe, inits
humani tari an task, United Nations standards and practices regarding the
handl i ng of communi cations and the considerati on of governnent replies;

7. Depl ores the fact that some Governnents have never provided
substantive replies concerning the cases of enforced di sappearances in their
countries or acted on the recommendati ons concerning themmade in the reports
of the Working G oup;

8. Urges the Governnents concerned, particularly those which have not
yet responded to conmunications transnmitted to them by the Wrking Goup, to
take action as rapidly as possible concerning these conmunications, to
cooperate with and assist the Wirking G oup so that it may carry out its
mandat e effectively and, in particular, to reply expeditiously to its requests
for information;

9. Al so urges the Governnents concerned to intensify their cooperation

with the Wirking G oup on any action taken pursuant to reconmmendati ons
addressed to them by the Wrking G oup;
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10. Once again urges Governnents to take steps to protect the famlies
of di sappeared persons against any intinmdation or ill-treatnment to which they
nm ght be subj ect ed,;

11. Encour ages Covernments to give serious consideration to inviting
the Wrking Group to visit their countries so as to enable the Wrking G oup
to fulfil its nandate even nore effectively;

12. Urges Covernnments to take steps to ensure that, when a state of
energency is introduced, the protection of human rights is guaranteed,
particularly as regards the prevention of enforced di sappearances;

13. Rem nds Governnents of the need to ensure that their conpetent
aut horities conduct pronpt and inpartial inquiries in all circunstances
whenever there is reason to believe that an enforced di sappearance has
occurred in a territory under their jurisdiction

14. Recalls that, if allegations are confirned, the perpetrators of
enf orced di sappearances shoul d be prosecut ed;

15. Expresses its profound thanks to the many Governments that have
cooperated with the Working Group and replied to its request for infornmation,

and to the Governnents that have invited the Wirking Group to visit their
countries, asks themto give all necessary attention to the Wrking Goup's
reconmendations, and invites themto informthe Wrking Goup of any action
t hey take on those recomendati ons;

16. Conmends in particular the efforts of Governments which investigate
and/ or devel op appropriate nechanisns to investigate any cases of enforced
di sappearances which are brought to their attention, and encourages all the
CGovernnments concerned to expand their efforts in this area;

17. Invites States, taking into account the conclusions of the Wrking
Group, to consider taking effective neasures including, if appropriate,
| egi sl ative nmeasures, to inplenment the principles of the Declaration on the
Protection of Al Persons from Enforced Di sappearance, while considering the
general comrents of the Wrking Goup contained in paragraphs 43 to 58 of its
report;

18. Invites, in this connection, all Governments to take action to this
end at the national and regional levels and in cooperation with the
United Nations, if appropriate through technical assistance;

19. Recalls that all acts of enforced di sappearance are offences
puni shabl e by appropriate penalties which take into account their extrene
seriousness under crimnal |aw,

20. Encourages States to provide concrete information, as sonme have

al ready done, on neasures taken to give effect to the Declaration, as well as
obst acl es encount er ed;
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21. Again invites the Wirking G oup to identify obstacles to the
realization of the Declaration, to recomend ways of overcomni ng those
obstacles, and to pursue in this respect its dialogue with Governnents and
i nstitutions concerned;

22. Invites the Wirking Group to continue to consider the question of
i mpunity, in close collaboration with the rapporteurs appointed by the
Sub- Comi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities
and with due regard for the relevant provisions of the Declaration;

23. Requests the Wirking Group to pay particular attention to cases of
children subjected to enforced di sappearance and children of disappeared
persons, and to cooperate closely with the Governnents concerned in searching
for and identifying these children

24, Notes the activities of non-governnental organizations in support
of the inplenmentation of the Declaration, and invites themto continue to
facilitate its dissenmnation and to contribute to the work of the
Sub- Comi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities;

25. Takes note of the cooperation provided to the Wrking Goup by
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons;

26. Takes note with interest of the report of the expert nenber of the
Wor ki ng Group responsi ble for the special process dealing with the probl em of
m ssing persons in the territory of the former Yugoslavia (E/ CN 4/1996/ 36);

27. Requests the Wirking Group to report on its work to the Conmi ssion
at its fifty-third session and to continue to discharge its nmandate di screetly
and consci entiously;

28. Once nore requests the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure that the Wrking
Group receives all the assistance and resources it requires to performits
function, especially in carrying out mssions, follow ng themup or hol ding
sessions in countries that would be prepared to receive it;

29. Once nore requests the Secretary-General to keep the Wrking Goup
and the Conmi ssion on Human Rights regularly informed of the steps he takes
for the wi despread di ssem nation and pronotion of the Declaration on the
Protection of Al Persons from Enforced D sappearance and to conpile
observations, if any, from Governnents on the possible neasures they have
taken, where appropriate, to take the Declaration into account.

51st neetin

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIII.]
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1996/ 31. Human rights and forensic science
The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolutions 1993/33 of 5 March 1993 and 1994/ 31 of
4 March 1994,

Wl coming the report of the Secretary-General on human rights and
forensic science (E/CN 4/1996/41), subnitted pursuant to its
resol uti on 1994/ 31,

Wl coming also the provisional list of organizations and individua
experts in forensic science conpiled by the Secretary-CGeneral in his report
and al so the organi zations nmentioned in his previous reports (E CN. 4/1993/20
and E/ CN. 4/1994/ 24),

Expressing its gratitude to the Governments and organi zations that
recommended nanes of organi zations and experts for the |ist,

Consci ous that other organizations and individual experts in forensic
sci ence should be added to the provisional Iist,

Wl comi ng the contacts maintained by the Wrking Group on Enforced or
I nvol untary Di sappearances with certain organi zations and individuals in the
field of forensic science and human rights and the el aboration by the Wrking
Goup of a prelimnary schenme for establishing a standing team of forensic
experts,

Noting that the need of Governments, intergovernnental organizations and
non- gover nnent al organi zations for forensic scientific expertise in
i nvestigating deaths and cl arifying di sappearances has been enphasi zed in the
reports of the Wirking G oup and of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial
summary or arbitrary executions, as well as those of various country
rapporteurs,

Noting also that forensic science can help to reunite children of
di sappeared persons forcibly separated fromtheir parents with their surviving
rel atives,

Noting further that forensic medicine is an inportant tool in detecting
evi dence of torture,

Noting that, in nmany of the countries concerned, sufficient expertise is
not available in forensic science and related fields to investigate human
rights violations effectively,

Recogni zing that training of |ocal teans in responsible exhunati on and
identification procedures is a prerequisite for the effective investigation of
human rights viol ati ons,

Awar e that a nunber of Covernnents have requested the Secretary-Cenera
to provide technical assistance in this regard,
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Al so aware of the experience of United Nations fact-finding
i nvestigations supporting the need for a Iist of experts in forensic science,

Further aware that several special rapporteurs have wel coned efforts
towards the institution of a standing team of forensic experts to assist them
in carrying out their human rights mandates,

Recalling the Principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of
Extral egal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions, adopted by the Econonic and
Social Council in its resolution 1989/65 of 24 May 1989,

Consi dering the proposed nodel autopsy protocol prepared under
United Nations auspices contained in the Manual on the Effective Prevention

and Investigation of Extralegal, Arbitrary and Sunmary Executions
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 91.1V.1),

Consi dering also the guidelines for the conduct of United Nations
inquiries into allegations of massacres,

1. Invites States to take measures to introduce into their rules and
practices the international standards set forth in the Principles on the
Ef fective Prevention and |Investigation of Extralegal, Arbitrary and Summary
Executions, as well as the nodel autopsy protocol set forth in the Manual on
the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extralegal, Arbitrary and

Sunmary Executi ons;

2. Requests the Secretary-General again to consult with Governments,
rel evant United Nations bodi es, professional organizations of forensic
experts, the organizations nentioned in his reports of 1993, 1994 and 1996, as
wel |l as other interested institutions, with a viewto:

(a) I denti fying individual experts who might be asked to join forensic
teans or to provide advice or assistance to thematic or country nechani sns,
advi sory services and techni cal assistance progranmnes;

(b) Submitting biographical data on the experts, including professiona
qualifications, current enploynent, contact address, gender (the nom nation of
fermal e experts i s encouraged) and the kinds of assistance they could provide;

(c) Seeking their further advice as to the elaboration of principles,
gui dance, procedures, nechanisns, practical experience and training, in
addition to the Manual on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of

Extralegal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions;

3. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue efforts to
establish, on the basis of these consultations and on the basis of continuing
efforts on the part of the Working Goup on Enforced or Involuntary
Di sappearances to render active assistance, a list of forensic experts and
experts in related fields who could be requested to help internationa
nmechani sns in the field of human rights, CGovernnents and the Centre for
Human Rights in providing technical and advisory services, advice in regard to
the nmonitoring of human rights violations and training of |ocal teans and/or
assistance in the reunification of famlies of persons who have di sappear ed;
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4, Further requests the Secretary-General annually to update this |ist
and to nake it available to the working groups, special rapporteurs and
experts of the United Nations human rights nechanisns so that they may request
these forensic experts to assist themin evaluating docunents and ot her
evi dence and to acconpany them on country visits;

5. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure that the forensic experts
abi de by the Principles on the Effective Prevention and | nvestigation of
Extral egal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions adopted by the Econom ¢ and
Social Council in its resolution 1989/65 of 24 May 1989;

6. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to provide appropriate
resources, fromwthin existing overall United Nations resources, to fund the
activities of the Centre for Hunman Rights in inplenenting the present
resol ution;

7. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to the Conmi ssion
at its fifty-fourth session on progress nmade in this matter, including:

(a) The availability of a conprehensive and up-to-date |ist of experts
cont ai ni ng bi ographi cal data and indications of availability;

(b) A revi sed standard arrangenent or cooperation service agreenent
regul ating the use of forensic experts, including provisions for the
protection of forensic experts who so serve; as well as to make such
recomendati ons as he may consi der appropri ate;

8. Invites the Centre for Human Rights and the Crine Prevention and
Crimnal Justice Division of the Secretariat to consider the possibility of
revising the Manual on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of

Extralegal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions in the light of practica
experience with the Manual and the coments received,

9. Deci des to consider the question at its fifty-fourth session under
the itementitled "Question of the human rights of all persons subjected to
any form of detention or inprisonnent";

10. Al so decides to recormend to the Economic and Social Council the
following draft decision for adoption:

[For the text, see chap. |, sect. B, draft decision 9.]

51st neetin

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIII.]
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1996/32. Hunman rights in the admnistration of justice, in
particular of children and juveniles in detention

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Internationa
Covenant on Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights and the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its Optional Protocols, and in
particular article 6 of the latter Covenant,

Qui ded al so by the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and in
particular its articles 3, 37, 39 and 40, as well as the rel evant provisions
of the Convention against Torture and Cther Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatnment or Punishment, the International Convention on the Elinination of
Al Forms of Racial Discrimnation and the Convention on the Elinination of
Al Forms of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen

Recogni zing the central role of the administration of justice in the
pronotion and protection of human rights,

Enphasi zi ng the i nmportance of coordinating the activities in the field of
the administration of justice carried out under the responsibility of the
Conmi ssion on Hurman Rights with those under the responsibility of the
Conmi ssion on Crinme Prevention and Criminal Justice,

Noti ng that wonen, juveniles and children are frequently the nost
vul nerabl e victinms of human rights violations in the adm nistration of justice
and that the identification and reporting of these violations demand speci a
vi gi | ance,

Aware of the specific situation of children and juveniles in detention
and their special needs while deprived of their liberty, in particular their
vul nerability to various forms of abuse, injustice and hunmiliation,

Wl coming the inportant activities of the Cormittee on the Rights of the
Child, the Conmmi ssion on Crine Prevention and Crininal Justice, the
United Nations Children's Fund, the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities and the Special Rapporteur on the
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography with regard to the
speci al needs of children and juveniles in detention

Noting that the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child attaches particul ar
i mportance to the question of the administration of juvenile justice and that
it includes in its conclusions on reports of States parties concrete
recomendat i ons concerning the provision of advisory services and technica
cooperation in this field,

Recal ling the reconmendations of the Ninth United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and Treatnment of O fenders (A/ CONF.169/16) concerni ng
juvenile justice and children as victins and perpetrators of crine,

Deeply concerned at the severity and brutality with which children and

juveniles are used as instrunents in crimnal activities,
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Reaffirm ng that the best interests of the child and the juvenile nust be
a primary consideration in all decisions concerning the deprivation of their
liberty,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-Cenera
(E/CN. 4/ 1996/ 31 and Add. 1) and the replies received froma nunber of
Gover nnent s;

2. Reaffirnms the inportance of the full inplenentation of all relevant
United Nations standards on human rights in the adninistration of justice;

3. Reiterates once again its call to all Menber States to spare no
effort in providing for effective |legislative and other nmechani sns and
procedures, as well as adequate resources, to ensure full inplenentation of
t hese st andards;

4, Appeal s to CGovernnments to include in their national devel oprent
pl ans the administration of justice as an integral part of the devel oprent
process and to allocate adequate resources for the provision of |egal-aid
services with a viewto the pronotion and protection of human rights;

5. Recogni zes the inportant role that non-governnmental organizations,
i ncl udi ng professional associations of |awers and judges, can play in
pronoting human rights in the admnistration of justice;

6. Invites Governnments to provide training in human rights and the
adm ni stration of justice, including juvenile justice, to all judges, |awers,
prosecutors, social workers and other professionals concerned with juvenile
justice matters, including police and inmgration officers;

7. Call s upon special rapporteurs, special representatives and worki ng
groups of the Comm ssion on Human Rights to continue to give special attention
to questions relating to the effective protection of human rights in the
admini stration of justice and to provide, wherever appropriate, specific
recomendations in this regard, including proposals for concrete neasures of
advi sory services and techni cal assistance;

8. Encourages States to make use of technical assistance offered by
the United Nations progranmes of advisory services and technical assistance in
order to strengthen national capacities and infrastructures in the field of
the adm nistration of justice;

9. Urges the United Nations High Conmissioner for Hunman Rights to
consi der favourably requests by States for assistance in the field of the
adm ni stration of justice and to strengthen systemw de coordination in this
field, in particular between the United Nations progranme of advisory services
and technical assistance in the field of human rights and the technica
cooperation and advisory services of the United Nations crime prevention and
crimnal justice progranme;

10. Recogni zes that every child and juvenile in conflict with the | aw
nmust be treated in a nmanner consistent with his or her dignity and needs;
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11. Calls upon all States to give high priority to the pronotion and
protection of all rights of the child and juveniles in the admi nistration of
justice;

12. Urges States to take fully into account, in their nationa
| egi slation and practice, and dissenminate widely the United Nations Cuidelines
for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (The R yadh Guidelines), the
United Nations Standard M ninmum Rul es for the Administration of Juvenile
Justice (The Beijing Rules) and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of
Juveni | es Deprived of their Liberty;

13. Al so urges States to take appropriate steps to ensure conpliance
with the principle that depriving children and juveniles of their liberty
shoul d be used only as a neasure of last resort and for the shortest
appropriate period of time, in particular before trial, and to ensure that, if
they are arrested, detained or inprisoned, children and juveniles are
separated, as appropriate, fromadults;

14. Recommends that States ensure that all structures, procedures and
programes in the administration of justice with regard to child offenders
pronote assistance to allow children to take responsibility for their actions
and to encourage, inter alia, reparation, nmediation and restitution
especially for the direct victimof the crine;

15. Requests the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to
continue to pay special attention to the subject of juvenile justice and, in
cl ose cooperation with the Cormittee on the Rights of the Child, the
United Nations Children's Fund and the Crine Prevention and Crimnal Justice
Division of the United Nations Secretariat, to devel op strategies to ensure
ef fective coordination of technical cooperation programes in the field of
juvenile justice, in particular within the framework of his Plan of Action to
strengthen the inplenmentation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child;

16. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to report to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session on the inplenentation of the present resol ution;

17. Deci des to consider this question at its fifty-third session under
the itementitled "Question of the human rights of all persons subjected to
any formof detention or inprisonment".

51st neetin

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIII.]
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1996/ 33. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degradi ng
treat ment or puni shnent

A

The Conmi ssion on Human Rights,

Having regard to article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts
and article 7 of the International Covenant on Cvil and Political Rights,
bot h of which provide that no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel
i nhuman or degradi ng treatnent or punishment,

Recalling the Declaration on the Protection of Al Persons from Being
Subj ected to Torture and Gt her Cruel, |Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or
Puni shrrent, adopted by the General Assenbly in its resolution 3452 (XXX) of
9 Decenber 1975,

Recal ling al so General Assenbly resolution 39/46 of 10 Decenber 1984,
in which the Assenbly adopted and opened for signature, ratification and
accessi on the Convention agai nst Torture and Ot her Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatnment or Punishment and called upon all Governnents to consider signing
and ratifying the Convention as a matter of priority,

Recal ling further the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23) adopted by the Wrld Conference on Hunan Rights, in particular
Part |, paragraph 30, in which the Wrld Conference stated that torture and
ot her cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or puni shment constituted serious
obstacles to the full enjoynent of all human rights, and Part |1,
paragraphs 54 to 61, in which the Wrld Conference urged States to put an
i Mmediate end to the practice of torture and to eradicate that evil forever
abrogate legislation leading to inpunity for gross violations of human rights
such as torture and prosecute such violations, and stated that providing the
necessary resources for assistance to victinms of torture should be given high
priority, inter alia by additional contributions to the United Nations
Vol untary Fund for Victinms of Torture,

Bearing in mnd its resolution 1995/37 of 3 March 1995,

Appal | ed at the wi despread occurrence of torture and other cruel, inhuman
or degradi ng treatnent or punishnent,

Stressing that torture constitutes a crininal attenpt to destroy a fellow
hurmman bei ng physically and nmentally which can never be justified under any
ci rcunst ances, by any ideology or by any overriding interest, and convinced
that a society that tolerates torture can never claimto respect human rights,

Deternined to pronmote the full inplenentation of the prohibition under

i nternational and national |aw of any practice of torture and other cruel,
i nhuman or degradi ng treatnent or punishnent,
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Drawi ng attention to the rel evance, for the eradication of torture and
ot her cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or punishnment, of the Standard
M ni mum Rul es for the Treatnment of Prisoners (Economnmic and Social Counci
resolutions 663 C (XXIV) of 31 July 1957 and 2076 (LX) of 13 May 1977),
t he Code of Conduct for Law Enforcenment O ficials (General Assenbly
resol ution 34/169 of 17 Decenber 1979, annex), the Principles of Mdica
Ethics relevant to the role of health personnel, particularly physicians, in
the protection of prisoners and detai nees against torture and other
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnent or punishnent (CGeneral Assenbly
resolution 37/194, annex), the Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for
Victims of Crine and Abuse of Power (Ceneral Assenbly resolution 40/34, annex)
as well as the Body of Principles for the Protection of Al Persons under Any
Form of Detention or Inprisonnment (Ceneral Assenbly resolution 43/173, annex),

Recalling article 10 of the Convention agai nst Torture and O her Cruel,
| nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Puni shment, which provides that each State
party shall ensure that education and information regarding the prohibition
against torture are fully included in the training of |aw enforcenent
personnel, civil or mlitary, medical personnel, public officials and other
persons who may be involved in the custody, interrogation or treatnent of any
i ndi vi dual subjected to any formof arrest, detention or inprisonment,

Noting the progress nade at the fourth session of the open-ended worKking
group of the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts on the el aboration of a draft optiona
protocol to the Convention,

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolution 36/151 of 16 Decenber 1981, in
whi ch the Assenbly noted with deep concern that acts of torture took place in
various countries, recogni zed the need to provide assistance to the victins in
a purely hurmanitarian spirit and established the United Nations Voluntary Fund
for Victins of Torture,

Recalling also the statenment by the Board of Trustees of the Fund on the
need to receive contributions from Governnents on a regul ar basis, which,
inter alia, would prevent the interruption of progranmes in the continuation
of which the Fund plays an instrunental role,

Noting the increasing nunber of applications to be processed and the
repeat ed requests by the Board of Trustees of the Fund to have adequate staff
for the operations of the Fund,

Noting also the information provided by the Secretary-Ceneral in his
reports on the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victinms of Torture
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 33 and Add.1 and A/ 50/512),

Noting with satisfaction the existence and rapid expansion of an
i nternational network of centres for the rehabilitation of torture victins,
which play an inportant role in providing assistance to victins of torture,
and the collaboration of the Fund with these centres,
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Stressing that under article 4 of the Convention acts of torture nust be
made an offence under crininal laws of States and are a grave breach of the
CGeneva Conventions of 1949, with the perpetrators liable to prosecution and
puni shient ,

1. Uges all States to becone parties to the Convention agai nst
Torture and O her Cruel, Inhurman and Degradi ng Treatnent or Puni shment as a

matter of priority;

2. Invites all States ratifying or acceding to the Convention and
those States parties that have not yet done so to nmake the decl aration
provided for in articles 21 and 22 of the Convention and to consider the
possibility of withdrawi ng reservations nmade to article 20;

3. Encourages States parties to notify the Secretary-General of their
acceptance of the amendnents to articles 17 and 18 of the Convention as soon
as possi bl e;

4, Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the status of
t he Convention agai nst Torture and QG her Cruel, |Inhuman or Degradi ng Treat nent
or Puni shnment (E/ CN. 4/1996/ 34);

5. Urges all Governnments to pronote the speedy and full inplenentation
of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action (A/ CONF.157/23) and, in
particular, of the section relating to freedomfromtorture;

6. Wl cones the report of the Conmittee against Torture on its
thirteenth and fourteenth sessions (A/ 50/ 44);

7. Al so wel conmes the work of the Conmittee against Torture and its
practice of fornulating concluding observations after the consideration of
reports, as well as its practice of carrying out inquiries into cases where
there are indications of the systematic practice of torture in States parties;

8. Rem nds all States that Part 11, paragraph 60, of the Vienna
Decl aration and Progranmme of Action reads "States shoul d abrogate |egislation
leading to inmpunity for those responsible for grave viol ations of human rights
such as torture and prosecute such violations, thereby providing a firmbasis
for the rule of |aw';

9. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure, within the overal
budgetary franmework of the United Nations, the provision of an adequate
and stable level of staffing and technical facilities to ensure the
effective performance of the functions of the Conmittee against Torture;

10. Urges States parties whose arrears predate the provision nade by
the Secretary-General for funding the Comrittee against Torture fromthe
regul ar budget to fulfil their obligations forthwth;

11. Enphasi zes the obligation of States parties under article 10 of the
Convention to ensure education and training for personnel who rmay be invol ved
in the custody, interrogation or treatnment of any individual subjected to
any formof arrest, detention or inprisonnent, and calls upon the
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H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights, in conformity with his mandate established
in CGeneral Assenbly resolution 48/ 141 of 20 Decenber 1993, to provide, at the
request of Covernments, advisory services in this regard, as well as technica
assi stance in the devel opnent, production and distribution of appropriate
teaching nmaterial for this purpose;

12. Expresses its appreciation to the Board of Trustees of the
United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victins of Torture for the work it has

acconpl i shed,;

13. Calls upon the Board of Trustees of the Fund to report to the
Conmission at its fifty-third session and present an updated assessnment of the
gl obal need for rehabilitation services for torture victins and any need for
international funding in this respect;

14. Expresses its gratitude and appreciation to those Governnents,
organi zations and individuals that have already contributed to the

United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victins of Torture;

15. Appeal s to all Governnents, organizations and individuals in a
position to do so to respond favourably to requests for contributions to the
Fund, if possible on a regular basis and annually before the neeting of the
Board of Trustees of the Fund, and if possible with a substantial increase in
t he nunber and | evel of contributions in order to take into consideration the
ever-increasi ng demand for assi stance;

16. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to include the Fund on
an annual basis anong the programmes for which funds are pledged at the
United Nations Pl edging Conference for Devel opment Activities;

17. Renews its request to the Secretary-Ceneral to transmt to al
Governnents the appeals of the Conmission for contributions to the Fund;

18. Also renews its request to the Secretary-Ceneral to nake use of all
existing possibilities to assist the Board of Trustees of the Fund in its
efforts to make the Fund and its humanitarian work better known and in its
appeal for contributions;

19. Requests the Secretary-General, in accordance with the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programe of Action (A CONF.157/23, Part |1, para. 16) to
ensure strict and transparent project nmanagenent rules for the Fund and to
arrange for the holding of annual information neetings open to all Menber
States and organi zations directly involved in the projects supported by the
Fund;

20. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to ensure, within the overal
budgetary franework of the United Nations, the provision of an adequate and
stable level of staffing and technical facilities to ensure the efficient
operation and managenent of the Fund;
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21. Further requests the Secretary-General to continue to keep the
Conmi ssion informed of the operations of the Fund on an annual basis and to
submt to the Commission annual reports on the status of the Convention
agai nst Torture and Qther Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishnent;

22. Deci des to continue to consider these questions at its
fifty-third session.

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIII.]

The Conmi ssion on Human Rights,

Recalling its resolution 1985/33 of 13 March 1985, in which it decided to
appoint for one year a special rapporteur on torture, and all its subsequent
resol utions in which that nandate was regul arly extended, nobst recently
for a further three years in paragraph 13 of its resolution 1995/ 37 B of
3 March 1995, while naintaining the annual reporting cycle,

Recal ling al so the concl usions and reconmendati ons of the Speci al
Rapporteur that the Conmission on Hunan Rights underlined inits
resol utions 1987/29 of 10 March 1987, 1988/32 of 8 March 1988, 1989/ 33 of
6 March 1989, 1990/34 of 2 March 1990, 1991/38 of 5 March 1991, 1992/32 of
28 February 1992, 1993/40 of 5 March 1993, 1994/37 of 4 March 1994 and 1995/ 37
of 3 March 1995,

1. Conmends the Speci al Rapporteur on his report (E/ CN 4/1996/35 and
Add. 1 and 2);
2. Stresses the reconmmendations of the Special Rapporteur contained in

his report, as well as the reconmendati ons nmade in previous years as contai ned
i n docunent E/ CN. 4/1995/ 34;

3. Stresses in particular that no one shall be subjected to torture or
to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnment or punishnent, that all allegations
of any such acts should be pronptly and inpartially exam ned by the conpetent
nati onal authority, that those who encourage, order, tolerate or perpetrate
such acts nust be held responsi bl e and severely punished, including the
officials in charge of the place of detention where the prohibited act is
found to have taken place, and that national |egal systens should ensure that
the victins of such acts should obtain redress, be awarded fair and adequate
conpensati on and appropriate soci o-medi cal rehabilitation

4, Rem nds all States that prol onged i ncormuni cado detention nay

facilitate the perpetration of torture and can in itself constitute a form of
cruel, inhuman or degradi ng treatnent;
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5. Invites the Special Rapporteur to exam ne questions concerning
torture directed primarily against wonen and children and conditions conducive
to such torture, and to nmake appropri ate recomendati ons concerning the
preventi on of gender-specific forms of torture and the torture of children;

6. Appr oves the nethods of work enpl oyed by the Special Rapporteur, in
particul ar as regards urgent appeals;

7. Considers it desirable that the Special Rapporteur continue to
exchange views with the rel evant human rights mechani snms and bodi es,
especially the Conmmittee against Torture and the United Nations High
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights, in particular with a view to enhanci ng further
their effectiveness and nutual cooperation, and that he shoul d pursue
cooperation with relevant United Nations progranmes, notably that on crine
prevention and criminal justice;

8. Appeal s to all Governnents to cooperate with and assist the
Speci al Rapporteur in the performance of his tasks and to supply all
i nformati on requested, including by reacting properly to his urgent appeal s;

9. Urges those Governnents that have not yet responded to
conmuni cations transmtted to them by the Special Rapporteur to answer
expedi tiously;

10. Encour ages Governments to give serious consideration to inviting
t he Special Rapporteur to visit their countries so as to enable himto fulfi
hi s mandate even nore effectively;

11. Calls upon the Special Rapporteur to continue to include
information in his report on the followup by Governnents to his
recomendati ons, visits and communi cati ons;

12. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide all necessary assistance
to the Special Rapporteur to cover all his activities in order to enable him
to submt his report to the Conmission at its fifty-third session

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIII.]

1996/ 34. |Independence and inpartiality of the judiciary, jurors
and assessors and the independence of |awers

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Quided by articles 7, 8, 10 and 11 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and articles 2, 14 and 26 of the International Covenant on Cvil and
Political R ghts, and bearing in nmind the Vienna Decl aration and Progranmme of
Action (A/ CONF.157/23), in particular, Part |, paragraph 27, and Part I1,
par agraphs 88, 90 and 95 t hereof,
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Convi nced that an independent and inpartial judiciary and an i ndependent
| egal profession are essential prerequisites for the protection of human
rights and for ensuring that there is no discrimnation in the adm nistration
of justice,

Recalling its resolution 1994/41 of 4 March 1994, in which it requested
t he Chairnman of the Conmission to appoint, for a period of three years, a
speci al rapporteur on the independence and inpartiality of the judiciary,
jurors and assessors and the independence of |awyers,

Recalling also its resolution 1995/36 of 3 March 1995, in which it
endorsed the decision of the Special Rapporteur to use, beginning in 1995, the
short title "Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and | awyers",

Recal ling further General Assenbly resolution 40/32 of 29 Novenber 1985,
in which the Assenbly endorsed the Basic Principles on the | ndependence of the
Judi ciary, adopted by the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatnment of Offenders, and Assenbly resol ution 40/ 146 of
13 Decenber 1985,

Recal | i ng General Assenbly resolution 45/166 of 18 Decenber 1990, in
whi ch the Assenbly wel coned the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers
and the Guidelines on the Role of Prosecutors, adopted by the Eighth
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crine and the Treatnent of
O fenders, and invited Governments to respect themand to take theminto
account within the franmework of their national |egislation and practi ce,

Recalling al so the reconmendati ons adopted by the Ninth United Nations
Congress on the Prevention of Crinme and the Treatnment of O fenders, held at
Cairo from?29 April to 8 May 1995, regarding, anong other things, the
invitation addressed to Menber States to ensure the i ndependence and
inmpartiality of the judiciary and the proper functioning of prosecutorial and
| egal services in the field of penal justice and police affairs, taking into
account the Basic Principles on the Independence of the Judiciary,

Recalling also the Statenent of Principles of the |Independence of the
Judiciary adopted in Beijing in August 1995 by the Sixth Conference of Chief
Justices of Asia and the Pacific, and the Cairo Declaration, adopted in
Novenber 1995 by the Third Conference of Francophone M nisters of Justice,

Acknowl edgi ng the inportance for the Special Rapporteur of being able to
cooperate closely, in the framework of his mandate, with the Centre for Human
Rights in the field of advisory services and technical cooperation, which
could contribute to guaranteeing the i ndependence of judges and | awers,

Recogni zi ng the inmportance of the role of non-governnental organizations,
bar associ ati ons and prof essional associations of judges in the defence of the
principles of the independence of |awers and judges,

Noting with concern the increasingly frequent attacks on their
i ndependence suffered by judges, |lawers and court officers, and aware of the
close link between the weakeni ng of safeguards for judges, |awers and court
of ficers and the frequency and gravity of violations of human rights,
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Taki ng note of the second report (E/ CN 4/1996/37) submitted by the
Speci al Rapporteur on the inplenentation of his mandate,

1. Takes note of the second report submitted by the Special Rapporteur
on the activities relating to his mandate;

2. Al so takes note of the cooperative working nmethods that the
Speci al Rapporteur has adopted to draw up his report and inplenent his
mandat e, as described in Comm ssion resolution 1994/41;

3. Wl cones the numerous exchanges the Special Rapporteur has had with
several intergovernmental and international organizations and United Nations
bodi es, and encourages himto continue along this path;

4, Notes with appreciation the determ nation of the Special Rapporteur
to achieve as wi de a dissem nation as possible of information about existing
standards relating to the i ndependence and inpartiality of the judiciary and
t he i ndependence of the |l egal profession in conjunction with the publications
and pronotional activities of the Centre for Hunan Ri ghts;

5. Invites the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to
continue to provide technical assistance to train judges and |lawers and to
associ ate the Special Rapporteur in the elaboration of a nanual on the
trai ning of judges and |awers in the field of human rights;

6. Urges all Governnments to assist the Special Rapporteur in the
di scharge of his nmandate and to transnit to himall the information requested,

7. Encour ages CGovernments that face difficulties in guaranteeing the
i ndependence of judges and | awyers, or that are deternmined to take nmeasures to
i mpl ement these principles further, to consult and to consider the services of
t he Speci al Rapporteur, for instance by inviting himto their country if the
Covernment concerned deens it necessary;

8. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral, within the linmts of the existing
regul ar budget, to provide the Special Rapporteur with any assi stance needed
for the discharge of his nandate;

9. Requests the Special Rapporteur to subnmit a report on
the activities relating to his mandate to the Comission at its
fifty-third session, and decides to consider this question at that session

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. VII.]
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1996/ 35. The right to restitution, conpensation and rehabilitation
for victine of grave violations of hunan rights and
fundanental freedons

The Conmi ssion on Human Rights,

Qui ded by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Humman Rights, the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts, other relevant
human rights instrunents and the Vienna Decl aration and Programre of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23),

Reaffirm ng that, pursuant to internationally proclainmed human rights
principles, victinms of grave violations of hunman rights should receive, in
appropriate cases, restitution, conpensation and rehabilitation

Consi dering that the question of restitution, conpensation and
rehabilitation of victins of grave violations of human rights and fundanent al
freedons has received insufficient attention and should continue to be
addressed in a nore systematic and thorough way at the national and
i nternational |evels,

Noting with interest the positive experience of countries that have
establ i shed policies for the reparation of victinms of grave violations of
human rights,

Reiterating its appreciation of the study on the subject prepared by the
Speci al Rapporteur of the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and

Protection of Mnorities, M. Theo van Boven, contained in his final report
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1993/ 8) ,

Recalling its resolution 1994/35 of 4 March 1994 in which it expressed
the hope that priority attention would be given to this question, in
particular on the specific field of violations of human rights, and regarded
t he proposed basic principles and guidelines contained in the study of the
Speci al Rapporteur as a useful basis for that purpose, and reconmended t hat
t he Sub- Comm ssi on on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
M norities should, in conformity with Sub-Comi ssion resol ution 1993/29, take
neasures to exam ne the proposed basic principles and guidelines with a view
to maki ng proposals thereon and to report to the Conmi ssion

Recalling also its resolution 1995/34 of 3 March 1995 in which it
requested States to provide information to the Secretary-Ceneral about
| egi sl ation al ready adopted, as well as that in the process of being adopted,
relating to the right to restitution, conpensation and rehabilitation for
victins of grave violations of human rights and fundanental freedons,

Taki ng note of the report (E/ CN. 4/1996/29) of the Secretary-Cenera
submitted to the Conmission in conpliance with its resolution 1995/ 34,

1. Calls upon the international comrunity to give increased attention

to the right to restitution, conpensation and rehabilitation for victins of
grave violations of human rights and fundanental freedons;
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2. Encour ages the Sub-Commri ssion to continue to give consideration to
t he proposed basic principles and guidelines at its forty-eighth session, in
accordance with its decision 1995/117 of 24 August 1995, with a view to naking
substantial progress on this matter in the specific field of violations of
human rights;

3. Expresses its appreciation to States that provided information on
the matter to the Secretary-General, in conpliance with resolution 1995/ 34,
for their valuable contribution in this field;

4, Requests States that have not yet done so to provide information
to the Secretary-General on the |legislation already adopted, as well as that
in the process of being adopted, relating to the right to restitution,
conpensation and rehabilitation for victinms of grave violations of human
ri ghts and fundanental freedons;

5. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General for his report
(E/CN. 4/ 1996/ 29 and Add.1 and 2);

6. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to prepare an additional report,
taking into account the information provided by States, for submission to the
Conmission at its fifty-third session

7. Decides to continue to consider this matter at its

fifty-third session under the agenda item entitled "Question of the hunman
rights of all persons subjected to any form of detention or inprisonnent".

52nd neeting
19 April 1996

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIII.]
1996/ 36. Question of human rights and states of energency

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Endorsi ng resol ution 1995/ 33 of 24 August 1995 of the Sub- Conmi ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,

Recommends the following draft resolution to the Econom ¢ and Soci a
Counci | for adoption:

[For the text, see chap. |, sect. A, draft resolution |.]

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIII.]
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1996/ 37. Question of a draft optional protocol to the
Convention against Torture and O her Cruel,
| nhuman or Degradi ng Treat nent or Puni shnent

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling its decision 1991/107 of 5 March 1991, by which it decided to
consider at its forty-eighth session the text, proposed by the Government of
Costa Rica, of a draft optional protocol to the Convention against Torture and
O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Puni shrment (E/ CN. 4/1991/66)

i ntended to establish a preventive system based on visits to places of
det enti on,

Recalling also its resolution 1992/43 of 3 March 1992, by which it
est abl i shed an open-ended working group to el aborate a draft optional protoco
to the Convention against Torture and QG her Cruel, Inhunman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishnent, using as a basis for discussion the draft text
proposed by the Government of Costa Rica, and decided to consider the question
at its forty-ninth session,

Recal ling further Econom ¢ and Social Council resolution 1992/6
of 3 March 1992, by which the Council authorized an open-ended worki ng group
to neet for a period of two weeks prior to the forty-ninth session of the
Conmi ssi on,

Recal | i ng subsequent resolutions, in particular its resolution 1995/ 33
of 25 July 1995, by which it requested the working group to hold neetings in
order to continue its work and to subnmit a new report,

Consi dering that the nmenbers of the working group agreed that sone
progress had been nade which permtted the conclusion of the first reading of
the draft at the fourth session and that a continuation of the work in the
same way offered the prospect of the elaboration, within a reasonabl e peri od,
of a text which could be of great value in the field of the prevention of
torture,

Recalling that the Wrld Conference on Human Rights firmly decl ared that
efforts to eradicate torture should, first and forenost, be concentrated on
prevention and called for the early adoption of an optional protocol to the
Convention agai nst Torture and Qther Cruel, |nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or
Puni shrrent, whi ch woul d be intended to establish a preventive system of
regular visits to places of detention

1. Takes note of the report of the working group on the draft optiona
protocol to the Convention against Torture and G her Cruel, |nhuman or
Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishnment (E/ CN. 4/1996/28), and warmy wel cones the
concl usion of the first reading of the draft during the working group's fourth
sessi on;

2. Requests the open-ended working group to nmeet for a period of
two weeks prior to the fifty-third session of the Commission in order to
continue its work, including the beginning of the second reading on the basis
of the results of the first reading, as contained in docunent E/ CN.4/1996/ 28,
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as well as on the basis of the original text (E/ CN 4/1991/66), with a viewto
the expeditious conpletion of a final and substantive text; it also requests
the working group to submit a new report to it;

3. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to transnit the report of the
working group to all Governnents, the specialized agencies, the chairpersons
of the human rights treaty bodi es and the intergovernnmental and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons concerned and to invite themto subnit their
conments to the working group;

4, Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to invite Governnents, the
speci al i zed agenci es and non-governnental organizations, as well as the
Chai rperson of the Conmmittee against Torture and the Special Rapporteur on the
guestion of torture, to participate in the activities of the working group;

5. Further requests the Secretary-General to extend all the necessary
facilities to the working group for its nmeetings prior to the fifty-third
session of the Commi ssion

6. Deci des to examine the report of the working group at its
fifty-third session under the sub-item"Question of a draft optional protoco
to the Convention against Torture and Gther Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng

Treatment or Puni shnent"” of the agenda itementitled "Question of the hunman
rights of all persons subjected to any form of detention or inprisonnent”;

7. Recommends the following draft resolution to the Economic and
Soci al Council for adoption

[For the text, see chap. |, sect. A draft resolution II.]

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIII.]

1996/ 38. Wbrking group of the Commi ssion on Hunan Rights to
el aborate a draft declaration in accordance with

paragraph 5 of General Assenbly resolution 49/214
of 23 Decenber 1994

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Bearing in mind General Assenbly resolution 47/75 of 14 Decenber 1992 and
Part 11, paragraph 28, of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23),

Reaffirm ng its resolution 1995/32 of 3 March 1995, in which it
establ i shed an open-ended inter-sessional working group with the sol e purpose
of elaborating a draft declaration, considering the draft contained in the
annex to resolution 1994/45 of 26 August 1994 of the Sub- Comm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, entitled "Draft
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United Nations declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples”, for
consi deration and adoption by the General Assenbly within the Internationa
Decade of the Wrld' s |ndi genous Peopl e,

Reaffirming in particular that the invitation contained in that
resol uti on was addressed to organi zati ons of indigenous people seeking
aut horization to participate in the working group

Recalling the need for the working group to consider all aspects of the
draft declaration, including its scope of application

Recalling al so General Assenbly resolution 49/214 of 23 Decenber 1994, in
whi ch the Assenbly encouraged the Commi ssion to consider the draft declaration
with the participation of representatives of indigenous people, on the basis
of and in accordance with appropriate procedures to be determ ned by the
Conmi ssi on,

Wl comi ng the progress made in the process of drafting a declaration on
the rights of indigenous people, and enphasi zing the inportance and specia
nature of such a draft declaration as an instrument specifically for pronoting
the rights of indigenous people,

Recogni zi ng that organi zations of indi genous peopl e have speci al
know edge and understandi ng of the current situation of the world' s indigenous
peopl e and their human rights needs,

1. Takes note of the report of the working group (E/ CN 4/1996/84),
and wel cones the positive start to the deliberations of the working group,
particularly the measures taken to ensure effective input by organi zations of
i ndi genous peopl €;

2. Expresses its appreciation for the work of the Econom ¢ and Soci a
Council in considering applications from organi zati ons of indi genous people to
participate in the working group under the procedure proposed in the annex to
Conmi ssion on Hurman Rights resolution 1995/32 of 3 March 1995;

3. Wl cones the decisions of the Econonic and Social Council approving
the participation of organizations of indigenous people in the work of the
wor ki ng group, and urges the Council to process all pending applications as
soon as possible, taking strictly into account the procedures set out in the
annex to Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts resol ution 1995/ 32;

4, Recommends that the working group neet for 10 working days prior to
the fifty-third session of the Commi ssion on Human Rights, the cost of the
neeting to be nmet fromw thin existing resources;

5. Encour ages organi zati ons of indi genous people which are not already
regi stered to participate in the working group and which wish to do so to
apply for authorization in accordance with the procedure set out in the annex
to Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts resol ution 1995/ 32;

6. Requests the working group to submit a progress report to the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session
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7. Deci des to consider the report of the working group at its
fifty-third session under the agenda itementitled "Indi genous issues"”;

8. Recommends the following draft resolution to the Economic and
Soci al Council for adoption

[For the text, see chap. |, sect. A, draft resolution I11.]

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XXl II.]

1996/ 39. International Decade of the Wrld' s |ndigenous People

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Bearing in mind that one of the purposes of the United Nations, as set
forth in the Charter, is the achievenent of international cooperation in
solving international problens of an econonic, social, cultural or
humani tari an character and in pronoting and encouragi ng respect for human
rights and fundanental freedonms for all without distinction as to race, sex,
| anguage or religion,

Recalling its previous resolutions and those of the General Assenbly on
the International Decade of the Wrld' s |Indi genous Peopl e,

Recalling also that the goal of the Decade is to strengthen internationa
cooperation for the solution of problens faced by indi genous people in such
areas as hunman rights, the environnent, devel opnent, education and health, and
that the thenme of the Decade is "Indi genous people: partnership in action",

Recogni zi ng the inmportance of consultation and cooperation wth
i ndi genous peopl e in planning and inplenenting the programme of activities for
t he Decade, the need for adequate financial support fromthe internationa
conmuni ty, including support fromwithin the United Nations and the
speci al i zed agencies, and the need for adequate coordi nati on and conmmuni cati on
channel s,

Recalling the invitation addressed by the General Assenbly to
organi zati ons of indigenous people and other non-governnental organizations
concerned to consider the contributions they can nake to the success of the
Decade, with a view to presenting themto the Wrking Goup on Indigenous
Popul ati ons,

Noti ng Econom ¢ and Soci al Council decision 1992/255 of 20 July 1992, in
whi ch the Council requested United Nations bodi es and specialized agencies to
ensure that all technical assistance financed or provided by them was
conpatible with international instrunents and standards applicable to
i ndi genous peopl e, and encouraged efforts to pronote coordination in this
field and greater participation of indigenous people in the planning and
i mpl enentati on of projects affecting them
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1. Affirns its recognition of the value and diversity of the cultures
and forns of social organization of indigenous people, and its conviction that
t he devel opnment of indigenous people within their countries will contribute to
t he soci o-economic, cultural and environmental advancenent of all the
countries of the world;

2. Takes note of the final report of the Secretary-General on a
conpr ehensi ve programe of action for the International Decade of the Wrld's
I ndi genous Peopl e and the annexes to that report (A/50/511);

3. Wl cones the decision of the General Assenbly to adopt the
programe of activities for the Decade contained in the annex to its
resol uti on 50/ 157,

4, Not es that the progranme of activities for the Decade may be
revi ewed and updated throughout the Decade and that at the mid-point of the
Decade the Econom ¢ and Social Council and the CGeneral Assenbly should review
the results of the activities to identify obstacles to achi evenent of the
goal s of the Decade and to recommend sol utions for overconing those obstacles;

5. Wl cones the affirmation by the General Assenbly as a ngjor
obj ective of the Decade the adoption of a declaration on the rights of
i ndi genous peopl €;

6. Al so wel conmes the recognition by the General Assenbly that anong
the inmportant objectives of the Decade is the consideration of the possible
establishment of a permanent forum for indigenous people within the
United Nati ons;

7. Recogni zes the inportance of strengthening the human and
institutional capacity of indigenous people to devel op their own solutions to
their problens and, for these purposes, invites the Coordinator of the Decade
to recommend appropriate neans of inplenmenting the recommendation of the
Ceneral Assenbly that the United Nations University consider the possibility
of sponsoring, in each region, one or nore institutions of higher education as
centres of excellence and for the diffusion of expertise;

8. Wl cones the recommendati ons and requests contained in
paragraphs 8, 9, 11, 13, 14 and 15 of Ceneral Assenbly resolution 50/157, and
invites the United Nations H gh Conmissioner for Human Ri ghts and the
Coordi nator of the Decade to inplement themas a matter of priority from
within existing resources and to provide informal briefings on activities
undertaken for the Decade within the United Nations system including a review
of activities in 1995 and those planned for 1996, and to report to the
Conmi ssion on Hurman Rights at its fifty-third session under the agenda item
entitled "Indi genous issues”

9. Enphasi zes the inportant role of international cooperation in
pronmoting the goals and activities of the Decade and the rights, well-being
and sust ai nabl e devel opnent of i ndi genous peopl €;

10. Al so enphasi zes the inportance of action at the national I|evel for
the inplenentati on of the goals and activities of the Decade;
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11. Encour ages CGovernments to support the Decade by contributing to the
United Nations Trust Fund for the Decade;

12. Al so _encourages Governments, as appropriate, to support the Decade
by:

(a) Preparing rel evant programes, plans and reports in relation to the
Decade, in consultation wth indi genous peopl e;

(b) Seeki ng nmeans, in consultation with indigenous people, of giving
i ndi genous people greater responsibility for their own affairs and an
effective voice in decisions on matters which affect them

(c) Est abl i shing national conmmittees or other nechani sns involving
i ndi genous people to ensure that the objectives and activities of the Decade
are planned and inplemented on the basis of full partnership with indi genous
peopl e;

13. Further encourages Covernnments to consider contributing, as
appropriate, to the Fund for the Devel opnent of |ndigenous Peopl es of
Latin Anerica and the Caribbean, in support of the achi evenent of the goals of
t he Decade;

14. Wl cones the establishment by the Coordi nator of the Decade of an
advi sory body to provide guidance with regard to the projects and programmes
financed fromthe Voluntary Fund for the International Decade of the Wrld's
I ndi genous Peopl €;

15. Appeal s to Governments and i ntergovernnmental and non-governnment a
organi zations to support the Decade by identifying resources for activities
designed to inplenent the goals of the Decade, in cooperation wth indigenous
peopl e;

16. Requests the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
when devel opi ng programmes within the franework of the United Nations Decade
for Human Ri ghts Education, to give due regard to the di ssem nati on of
information on the situation, cultures, |anguages, rights and aspirations of
i ndi genous peopl €;

17. Encourages the United Nations H gh Conmmi ssioner for Human Rights
and the Coordi nator of the Decade to cooperate with the Departnent of Public
Information in preparing and disseninating information on the Internationa
Decade of the Wrld' s |Indigenous People, taking due care to portray accurately
the information regarding indi genous peopl e;

18. Notes that the General Assenbly, in paragraph 9 of the annex to its

resol ution 50/157, stated that official observance of the Decade shoul d be
part of the United Nations Conference on Human Settlenents (Habitat I1);
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19. Deci des to consider the International Decade of the Wrld's
I ndi genous People at its fifty-third session under the agenda itementitled
"I ndi genous issues".

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XXl II.]

1996/ 40. Report of the Wrking Group on |Indigenous Popul ations
of the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrinnation
and Protection of Mnorities

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal | i ng Econom ¢ and Social Council resolution 1982/34 of 7 May 1982,
in which the Council authorized the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities to establish annually a working
group on indi genous popul ations with the mandate to revi ew devel oprments
pertaining to the pronmotion and protection of the human rights and fundanent al
freedons of indigenous people, giving special attention to the evol ution of
standards concerning the rights of indigenous peopl e,

Recalling also its resolution 1988/ 44 of 8 March 1988, in which it urged
the Worki ng Group on | ndigenous Populations to intensify its efforts in
carrying out its plan of action

Noti ng General Assenbly resolution 50/157 of 21 Decenber 1995 in which
the Assenbly adopted the programme of activities for the International Decade
of the World's I ndi genous Peopl e,

Having exam ned the report of the Wrking Goup on its thirteenth session
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 24) ,

Consci ous that, in various situations, indigenous people are unable to
enjoy their inalienable human rights and fundanental freedons,

Deternined to do everything possible to pronote the enjoynent of the
human rights and fundanmental freedons of indi genous peopl e,

Bearing in nmind that international standards nust be devel oped on the
basis of the diverse situations and aspirations of the world' s indigenous
peopl e,

1. Takes note of the report of the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities on its forty-seventh session
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1996/ 51) ;

2. Expresses its appreciation and satisfaction to the Wrking Goup on
I ndi genous Popul ations of the Sub-Comm ssion for its val uabl e work;
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3. Al so expresses its appreciation to observers who participated in
the thirteenth session of the Wrking G oup on | ndi genous Popul ations for
their active and constructive participation in its work;

4. Reconmends to the Econonic and Social Council that the Wrking
G oup be authorized to neet for five working days prior to the
forty-ei ghth session of the Sub-Comm ssion

5. Invites the Wirking Group to take into account in its deliberations
on devel opnents pertaining to the pronotion and protection of the human rights
of indigenous people the work, within the framework of their respective
mandat es, of all thematic special rapporteurs, special representatives,

i ndependent experts, working groups and expert seminars as it pertains to the
situation of indigenous people;

6. Urges the Wirking Group to continue its conprehensive revi ew of
devel opnents and of the diverse situations and aspirations of the world's
i ndi genous people, and wel cones its proposal to highlight at its
fourteenth session, under a sub-itemof the itemdealing with revi ew of
devel opnents, the question of indigenous people and health;

7. Takes note of the reconmendati on of the Wrking Group that the
Chai r per son- Rapport eur address the concept of indigenous people, notes that
any work should take into account the views of Governments and organi zations
of indigenous people, and requests that discussion of this issue take place
during the fourteenth session of the Wrking Goup under the existing agenda
itemon standard-setting and that the report of the Wrking G oup be
transmitted to Governments and organi zati ons of indigenous people prior to the
next session of the open-ended inter-sessional working group of the Commi ssion
on Human Ri ghts established in accordance with resolution 1995/ 32;

8. Invites the Woirking Group to continue its consideration as to
whet her there are ways in which the contribution of expertise from i ndi genous
people to the work of the Wrking Group m ght be enhanced;

9. Also invites the Wirking Goup to include in its future work the
review of international activities undertaken during the International Decade
of the Wrld's Indigenous People and to receive information from Governments
on the inplenentation of the goals of the Decade in their respective
countries, in accordance with paragraph 16 of the annex to Ceneral Assenbly
resol ution 50/157 of 21 Decenber 1995;

10. Requests the Wirking Group to include in the agenda of its
fourteenth session the question of howit will contribute to the
Secretary-CGeneral 's review of existing nmechani snms, procedures and programmes
concer ni ng i ndi genous people, providing information in that regard on its
mandat e and current work progranmme of the Wbrking G oup

11. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to give adequate resources and

assistance, fromw thin existing resources, to the Wrking Goup in
di scharging its tasks, including adequate di ssenmination of information about
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the activities of the Wirking Group to Governnents, specialized agencies,
non- gover nment al organi zati ons and organi zati ons of indi genous people, in
order to encourage the wi dest possible participation in its work;

12. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral, fromw thin existing
resour ces:

(a) To transmit the reports of the Wrking Goup to Governnents,
organi zati ons of indi genous people and intergovernnmental and non-government al
organi zati ons, as soon as possible, for specific coments and suggestions;

(b) To ensure that all neetings of the Wirking Goup at its
fourteenth session are provided with interpretati on and docunentati on;

13. Expresses its gratitude and appreciation to the Governments and
organi zati ons that have made contributions to the United Nations Voluntary

Fund for | ndi genous Popul ati ons;

14. Appeal s to all Governnents, organizations and individuals in a
position to do so to consider requests for further contributions to the Fund;

15. Encourages all the initiatives that can be taken by Governnents,
organi zati ons of indigenous people and non-governnental organizations to
ensure the full participation of indigenous people in the activities related
to the tasks of the Wrking G oup.

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XXl II.]

1996/ 41. A permanent forum for indigenous people
in the United Nations system

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling the recommendati ons pertaining to indigenous people included in
the Vienna Decl aration and Progranmme of Action (A/ CONF.157/23) adopted by the
Worl d Conference on Human Rights, in particular the reconmendation that the
establishment of a permanent forum for indigenous people in the United Nations
system shoul d be consi dered,

Recalling also the recomendations of the United Nations Conference on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent to involve indi genous people and their communities
in the United Nations programes of environment and devel opment as stated in
article 22 of the Rio Declaration on Environnent and Devel opnent and in
chapter 26 of Agenda 21,

Recalling further its previous resolutions 1994/28 of 4 March 1994
and 1995/30 of 3 March 1995, as well as General Assenbly resolutions 49/214
of 23 Decenber 1994 and 50/ 157 of 21 Decenber 1995,
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Taki ng note of the document entitled "Consideration of a permanent forum
for indi genous people: report of the workshop held in accordance with
Conmi ssion resol ution 1995/ 30, Copenhagen, 26-28 June 1995"
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1995/ 7), the conments received by the Centre for Human
Ri ghts thereon, the comments and suggestions of the Wrking Goup on
I ndi genous Popul ati ons contained in its report to the Sub-Commi ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 24) and resol ution 1995/ 39 of 24 August 1995 entitled
"Permanent forumin the United Nations for indigenous people" adopted by the
Sub- Commi ssion at its forty-seventh session

Recal ling that the programme of activities for the International Decade
of the World's Indigenous Peopl e adopted by the General Assenbly in its
resol uti on 50/ 157 recogni zes anong the inportant objectives of the Decade that
consi deration be given to the establishnment of a pernanent forum for
i ndi genous people in the United Nations system

Recogni zi ng the inmportance of involving indigenous people and their
organi zations in the consideration of the possible establishnent of a
per manent forum and acknow edgi ng the inportant role of the Wrking Goup on
I ndi genous Popul ations in this respect,

1. Endor ses the recomendati on of the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities that the Secretary-Genera
transmt the docunent entitled "Consideration of a pernmanent forum for
i ndi genous people: report of the workshop held in accordance with Conmi ssion
resol uti on 1995/ 30, Copenhagen, 26-28 June 1995" (E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1995/ 7)
and the comrents received by the Centre for Hunan Ri ghts thereon to
Covernment s and organi zati ons of indi genous people, inviting themto express
their views concerning the question of the establishnment of a pernmanent forum
for indi genous people and to report on the coments and suggestions received
to the Working Group on I ndigenous Popul ations at its fourteenth session;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to transnit the docunment entitled
"Consi deration of a permanent forum for indigenous people: report of the
wor kshop hel d in accordance with Comm ssion resolution 1995/ 30, Copenhagen,
26-28 June 1995" and the coments thereon received by the Centre for Human
Rights to rel evant intergovernnental organizations;

3. Wl cones the recommendati on of the General Assenbly, as contained
in Assenbly resolution 50/157, that the Secretary-General, draw ng on the
expertise of the Commi ssion on Hunman Rights, as well as the Conm ssion for
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent and ot her rel evant bodi es, undertake a review, in
cl ose consultation with Governments and taking into account the views of
i ndi genous peopl e, of the existing nmechani snms, procedures and progranmmes
within the United Nations concerning indigenous people and to report to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session

4, Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure, fromw thin existing
resources, the inplenentation of the reviewin order to have it conpleted and
circulated to CGovernnments, relevant intergovernnental organizations and
organi zati ons of indi genous people for their conments well in advance of the
fifty-first session of the General Assenbly;
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5. Urges the relevant United Nations bodies, specialized agencies
and financial institutions responsible for the existing mechanisns,
procedures and progranmes concerni ng indi genous people to facilitate the
conpletion in full and on time of the review to be conducted by the
Secretary-Ceneral in accordance with General Assenbly resolution 50/157;

6. Requests the Wrking G oup on | ndigenous Popul ations at its
fourteenth session to continue to give priority consideration to the possible
establ i shnent of a permanent forum for indigenous people and to submit its
further comments and suggestions, through the Sub-Conmmi ssion, to the
Conmi ssion on Hurman Rights at its fifty-third session

7. Requests in particular the Wrking Goup on |Indigenous Popul ati ons
to place the Wrking Goup's own contribution to the review of existing
nmechani sns, procedures and programmes concerni ng i ndi genous peopl e on the
agenda of its fourteenth session, and requests the Secretary-CGeneral to invite
rel evant United Nations bodi es and specialized agencies to submit witten
information on their contributions to the reviewto be conducted by the
Secretary-Ceneral in accordance with General Assenbly resolution 50/157;

8. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to nake this information avail abl e
to the Working Group on I ndigenous Popul ations in advance of its
fourteenth session;

9. Takes note of the reconmendati on of the General Assenbly as
contai ned in Assenbly resolution 50/157 that the Commi ssion on Hunman Ri ghts
drawi ng on the experience of the Copenhagen workshop and the results of the
review to be conducted by the Secretary-General, consider the convening of a
second wor kshop on the possible establishnment of a pernanent forum for
i ndi genous people with the participation of independent experts, as well as
representatives of CGovernnents, organizations of indigenous peopl e and other
non- gover nment al organi zati ons concerned and United Nations bodi es and
speci al i zed agenci es;

10. Deci des to continue the consideration of a second workshop at its
fifty-third session in the context of the Conmi ssion's continued consideration
of the possible establishnent of a permanent forum under the agenda item
entitled "Indi genous issues”

11. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the Comm ssion at
its fifty-third session with a report on the activities undertaken and
i nformati on received in pursuance of the present resolution

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XXl II.]

- 141 -



1996/ 42. Preparations for the fiftieth anniversary of the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling that the CGeneral Assenbly, in adopting the Universa
Decl aration of Human Rights on 10 Decenber 1948, recogni zed the inherent
dignity and the equal and inalienable rights of all nenbers of the human
famly as the foundation of freedom justice and peace in the world,

Considering that the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration
provides an opportunity for the United Nati ons and Menber States to redoubl e
their efforts to pronote awareness and strengt hened observance of the rights
set out in the Declaration

Recogni zi ng the Declaration as the source of inspiration and the basis
for progress in the field of human rights, and taking note of the inprovenents
achieved in that field during the past five decades through national and
international solidarity and efforts,

Concerned that international human rights standards are not fully
respected worl dwi de and that human rights continue to be violated in all parts
of the world, and that people still suffer misery and are deprived of ful
enjoynment of their civil, cultural, econonmic, political and social rights, and
convi nced of the necessity of respecting human rights and fundanmental freedons
and to strengthen United Nations efforts in this regard,

Recal ling the significance and the nmessage of the Vienna Decl aration and
Programme of Action (A/ CONF.157/23),

1. Requests the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to
coordi nate the preparations for the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa
Decl aration of Human Rights, bearing in mind provisions in the Vienna
Decl aration and Progranmme of Action for evaluation and foll ow up

2. Invites Governnents to review and assess the progress that has been
made in the field of human rights since the adoption of the Universa
Declaration, to identify obstacles to achieving progress in this area and ways
in which they can be overcone and to undertake additional efforts to devel op
programes of education and information, with a view to dissem nating the text
and arriving at a better understanding of the universal nessage of the
Decl arati on;

3. Invites the human rights treaty bodies to give appropriate
attention, within their mandates and net hods of work, to the
fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to
reflect on their possible contribution to the preparations therefor;

4, Calls upon relevant United Nations organs and agencies, in the
[ight of the purposes set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
to make an assessnent of and to put forward pertinent conclusions on the state
of inplementation and the inpact of existing international human rights
i nstruments;
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5. Invites relevant United Nations organs and agencies, in
coordi nation with the H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights, to mark the
anni versary by intensifying their own contributions to United Nations
systemw de efforts to pronote and protect human rights;

6. I nvites non-governmental organizations and national institutions to
participate fully in the preparation of the fiftieth anniversary of the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights, to intensify their canpaign for greater
under st andi ng and better use of the Declaration, and to conmunicate their
observati ons and reconmmendations to the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for
Human Ri ghts;

7. Decides to reviewat its fifty-third session the state of
preparation of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and to consider further nmeasures in this regard, including its
own contribution in the matter.

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. |X]

1996/ 43. The protection of human rights in the context of
human i mmunodeficiency virus (HV) and

acquired i mmune deficiency syndrone (AlDS)

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recogni zi ng that the increasing challenges presented by H V/ AIDS require
intensified efforts to ensure universal respect for and observance of human
ri ghts and fundanental freedonms for all, as well as the avoi dance of
H V/ Al DS-rel ated discrimnation and stigna,

Recalling its resolution 1995/44 of 3 March 1995 and ot her rel evant
resol uti ons and deci si ons adopted by organi zati ons of the United Nations
system as well as by other conpetent foruns,

Wl coming the Final Declaration of the Paris AIDS Sumit,
of 1 Decenber 1994, the Cairo Progranme of Action (A CONF.171/13), the
Copenhagen Decl aration and Programme of Action (A/ CONF.166/9), the Beijing
Decl aration and Platformfor Action (A/ CONF.177/20) and the New Del hi
Decl arati on and Action Plan on HHV/ AIDS: Law and Hunanity,
of 10 Decenber 1995, in all of which the pledge was nade to pronote and
protect the rights of people infected and affected by H V/ Al DS,

Wl comi ng al so the establishment of the Joint United Nations Programme
on HI V/ Al DS ( UNAI DS),

Acknowl edgi ng the significant role of UNAIDS and ot her bodies of the
United Nations system and of national and international non-government al
organi zations, in particular organizations of people living with HV/ AIDS, in
fighting discrimnation against people living with H V/ Al DS,
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Concerned that lack of full enjoynent of their fundanental rights by
persons suffering fromeconom c, social or |egal disadvantage hei ghtens their
vul nerability to the risk of HVinfection and to its inpact, if infected,

Concerned also that people living with HV/ AIDS, as well as those
presuned to be infected, continue to be discrimnated against in |aw, policy
and practice,

Bearing in nmind that, as recognized by the Wrld Health Assenbly in its
resol uti on WHA4A5. 35 of 14 May 1992, there is no public health rationale for
any neasures that limt arbitrarily the rights of the individual, notably
neasur es establishing mandatory screening,

Concerned that H V/ AIDS-rel ated human rights issues are still not being
adequat el y addressed by United Nations human rights bodi es and hunan rights
non- gover nent al or gani zati ons,

Enphasi zi ng the responsibility of Governnents to take nmeasures to counter
stigmatization of and discrimnation agai nst those affected by H V/ Al DS, and
their commitnment to strengthen national and international mechanisnms that are
concerned with H V/ AIDS-rel ated human rights and et hics,

Recogni zing that H V transni ssion can be prevented through informed and
responsi bl e behavi our, and enphasi zing the role and responsibility of
i ndi vidual s, groups and organs of society ained at pronoting, in a spirit of
human solidarity and tol erance, a social environnent supportive of the
ef fective prevention and eradication of the root causes of the H V/ Al DS
pandeni c,

Wl coming the report of the Secretary-General on human rights and
H V/ Al DS (E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 44), which addresses the devel opment of a human rights
conponent within UNAIDS, ways to keep under review the protection of human
rights and prevention of discrimnation in the context of H V/ AIDS, and on
the el aboration of guidelines for States on the protection and pronotion
of fundanmental human rights and freedons in the context of H V/ Al DS

1. Confirms that discrimnation on the basis of AIDS or HIV status,
actual or presuned, is prohibited by existing international human rights
standards, and that the term"or other status" in non-discrimnation
provisions in international human rights texts should be interpreted to cover
heal th status, including H V/Al DS

2. Calls upon all States to ensure, where necessary, that their |aws,
policies and practices, including those introduced in the context of H V/ Al DS,
respect human rights standards, prohibit H V/ AIDS-rel ated di scrimnation and
do not have the effect of inhibiting progranmes for the prevention of H V/ Al DS
and for the care of persons infected with HV, in particular with respect to
worren, children and vul nerabl e groups;

3. Also calls upon all States to take all the necessary steps,
i ncludi ng appropriate and speedy redress procedures and the introduction of
protective | egislation and appropriate education to conbat discrimnation,
prejudi ce and stigma, to ensure the full enjoynment of civil, political,
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econoni c, social and cultural rights by people living with H VW AIDS, their
fam lies and associ ates, and people presuned to be at risk of infection, with
particul ar attention to wonen, children and vul nerabl e groups;

4, Invites States to involve non-governnental and conmunity-based
organi zations and people living with HV/ AIDS in the fornulati on and
i mpl enentati on of public policies, including the support of participatory
programes for prevention, care and social support anong vul nerable and
mar gi nal i zed popul ati ons;

5. Calls upon States to take all necessary steps, in particular
appropriate education and information for all individuals, including children

and adol escents, to facilitate inforned and responsi bl e behavi our

6. Recogni zes the need to protect wonen and children from sexua
abuse, violence and discrimnation, and calls upon the Special Rapporteur on
the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, the Conmittee
on the Rights of the Child, the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen and the
Conmittee on the Elimnation of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen to address those
aspects of discrimnation and viol ence agai nst wonen and chil dren which
increase their vulnerability to infection and to the inmpact of H V/ Al DS

7. Urges all United Nations human rights bodies, including treaty
bodi es, special rapporteurs and representatives of working groups of the
Conmi ssion, to keep under review the protection of H V-related hunan rights in
relation to their respective nmandates, as recomended in the
Secretary-CGeneral's report, and, where relevant, to give full attention to
nonitoring States parties' conpliance with their human rights commtnments to
reduce vulnerability to HHV AIDS and to protect the rights of people affected
by H V/ Al DS

8. Calls upon rel evant professional bodies to re-exanine their codes
of professional practice with a view to strengthening respect for human rights
and dignity in the context of H VWA DS, and calls upon the rel evant
authorities to develop training in this regard;

9. Urges UNAIDS to continue the process of incorporating a strong
human rights conponent in all its activities and to establish with the Centre

for Hunan Rights a franework for close and ongoi ng cooperation

10. Requests the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to
continue his efforts, in cooperation with UNAI DS and non-gover nnment al
organi zations, as well as groups of people living with HV/ AIDS, towards the
el aborati on of guidelines on pronoting and protecting respect for human rights
in the context of HHV AIDS, to ensure sufficient support, fromw thin existing
resources, to the Centre for Hunan Rights to address H V/ AIDS-rel ated i ssues
and to incorporate these, as appropriate, in all the Centre's activities;
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11. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare for the consideration of
the Conmission at its fifty-third session a final report on the
above- nmenti oned gui delines, including the outconme of the second expert
consul tation on human rights and AIDS, and on their internationa
di sseni nati on.

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. |X]

1996/ 44. United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Education
The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration
of Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in
accordance wi th which education shall be directed to the full devel opnent of
t he hunman personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and
fundanental freedons,

Recal ling the provisions of other international human rights instrunents,
including article 13 of the International Covenant on Economnic, Social and
Cultural Rights and article 28 of the Convention on the R ghts of the Child,
that reflect the ainms of the aforenentioned article,

Taking i nto account Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts resol uti on 1993/ 56
of 9 March 1993, in which the Conmi ssion recomrended that know edge of human
rights, both in its theoretical dinension and its practical application,
shoul d be established as a priority in education policies,

Bel i eving that each worman, man and child, to realize their full human
potential, nust be made aware of all their human rights, civil, cultural,
econom ¢, political and social

Bel i eving also that human rights education constitutes an inportant
vehicle for the elinination of gender-based discrimnation and ensuring equa
opportunities through the pronotion and protection of the human rights of
wonen,

Convi nced that human rights education should involve nore than the
provision of information and should constitute a conprehensive life-1ong
process by which people at all |evels of developnment and in all strata of
society learn respect for the dignity of others and the neans and mnet hods of
ensuring that respect in all societies,

Convi nced al so that human rights education contributes to a concept of
devel opnent consistent with the dignity of wonmen and nmen of all ages which
takes into account the diversity of society including children, indigenous
people, minorities and di sabl ed persons,
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Bearing in nmind the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23) adopted by the Wrld Conference on Hunan Rights, in particular
Part 11, paragraphs 78 to 82 thereof,

Recalling the responsibility of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for
Humman Rights to coordinate relevant United Nati ons education and public
information progranmes in the field of human rights,

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolution 49/184 of 23 Decenber 1994 by which
the Assenbly proclainmed the ten-year period beginning on 1 January 1995 the
United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Educati on, wel coned the Plan of Action
for the Decade, as contained in the report of the Secretary-General (A 49/261-
E/ 1994/ 110/ Add. 1, annex), and requested the United Nations H gh Conmi ssi oner
for Hunman Rights to coordinate the inplenentation of the Plan of Action

Noting General Assenbly resolution 50/177 of 22 Decenber 1995 by which
the Assenbly appealed to all CGovernnents to contribute to the inplenentation
of the Plan of Action and, in particular, in accordance with nationa
conditions, to establish a national focal point (national conmittee) for hunman
rights education and a resource and training centre for hunan rights education
or, where such a centre already exists, to work towards its strengthening, and
to devel op and inplenment an action-oriented national plan for human rights
education, as foreseen in the Plan of Action

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the United Nations
H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights on the inplenentation of the Plan of Action

for the United Nations Decade on Human Ri ghts Education (E/ CN. 4/1996/51);

2. Requests the United Nations H gh Conmm ssioner for Human Rights to
accelerate, within existing resources, the inplenentation of the Plan of
Action and, in particular, to encourage and facilitate the establishnment of
nati onal plans of action, focal points and centres of human rights education
in Menber States in accordance with national conditions;

3. Invites all Governments to consider the establishnent, in
accordance with national conditions, of national focal points and plans of
action for the inmplementation of the Plan of Action of the Decade, including
t he buil di ng and strengthening of programes and capacities for fornmal and
i nformal human rights educati on and cooperation with non-governnent al
organi zations and the private sector in pursuing the objectives of the Plan of
Acti on;

4, Requests human rights nonitoring bodies to consider adopting a
general comrent on human rights education, placing enphasis on the
i mpl ement ati on by Menber States of their international obligation to pronote
human rights education

5. Invites all relevant specialized agencies, in particular the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the
I nternational Labour Organization, United Nations progranmes, especially the
United Nations Children's Fund, and other intergovernnental organizations to
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enhance their contribution, within their respective spheres of conpetence, to
the inplenentati on of the Plan of Action and to continue cooperating with the
H gh Conmi ssioner for that purpose;

6. Calls upon international, regional and national non-governmnent al
organi zations, in particular those concerned with wonen, children, indigenous
people, minorities, |abour, devel opnment and the environnent, as well as other
soci al justice groups, human rights advocates, educators, religious and
conmuni ty organi zations and the nmedia, to increase their involvenment in fornal
and non-formal education in human rights and to cooperate with the H gh
Conmi ssioner and the Centre for Human Rights in inplenmenting the Plan of
Acti on;

7. Invites the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to
seek the views of States on ways and nmeans to increase support to the Decade,
with special emphasis on activities of non-governnental organizations in the
field of human rights education, and on the advisability of establishing a
voluntary fund for this purpose, and to include this information in his report
to the fifty-third session of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts;

8. Decides to continue consideration of the question of human rights
education at its fifty-third session under the sanme agenda item

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. |X]

1996/ 45. The dynpic |ldea

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling the basic principles of the Universal Declaration of Hunan
Ri ghts which, inter alia, provide that it is essential to promote the
devel opnent of friendly relations between nations and that education shall be
directed to the full devel opment of the personality and to the strengthening
of respect for human rights and to pronote understandi ng, tol erance and
friendship anong all nations for the maintenance of peace,

Recalling also the value of the equal rights of nmen and wonen to the
enj oynent of all economic, social and cultural rights and the recognition of
the right of everyone to take part in cultural life,

Recal ling further General Assenbly resolution 48/ 11 of 25 Cctober 1993
in which, inter alia, the Assenbly, recogni zing that the goal of the
A ynmpi ¢ Movenent is to build a peaceful and better world by educating the
yout h of the world through sport, practised w thout discrimnation of any kind
and in the Aynpic spirit, which requires mutual understandi ng, pronoted by
friendship, solidarity and fair play, recognized the efforts to restore the
ancient Geek tradition of ekecheria, or Aynpic Truce, calling for al
hostilities to cease during the A ynpic Ganes, thereby nobilizing the youth of
the world in the cause of peace,
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Bearing in mind General Assenbly resolution 50/13 of 7 Novenmber 1995 on
the A ynpic Ideal,

Taking into account in particular the sixth paragraph of General Assenbly
resol ution 49/ 29 of 7 Decenber 1994,

1. Stresses the inportance of the principles of the Aynpic Charter
according to which any formof discrinmnation with regard to a country or a
person on grounds of race, religion, politics, sex or otherwise is
i nconpatible with the A ynpic Mvenent;

2. Reaffirnms that sports may contribute to the pronotion and socia
i ntegration of target groups, such as wonmen and yout h;

3. Expresses its satisfaction that the General Assenbly, at its
fiftieth session, decided to include in its agenda a biennial itementitled

"Buil ding a peaceful and better world through sport and the Aynpic Ideal", to
be considered in advance of each Summer and Wnter dynpic Ganes;

4, Maintains its support for the Aynpic Ideal on the occasion of the
eve of the centenary of the revival of the Aynpic Ganes in 1896 at Athens, at
the initiative of a French educator, Baron Pierre de Coubertin;

5. Recogni zes that the A ynpic Ganmes have exenplified excellence
t hrough education and cul tural expression

6. Reaffirnms once again the valuable contribution of the Aynpic
Moverrent to the pronotion, protection and inplenentation of human rights and
to the creation of global friendship and the mai nt enance of world peace;

7. Urges all States to take the necessary and appropriate neasures for
the equal and full participation, wthout any discrimnnation, of wonen and nen
in the Aynpic Games in accordance with the spirit of the A ynpic |Ideal and
the principles of the dynpic Mvenent.

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. |X]

1996/ 46. Human rights and thematic procedures

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Consi dering that, over the years, thematic procedures established by the
Conmi ssion with regard to the consideration of questions related to the
pronmotion and protection of all human rights have earned an inportant position
anong its human rights nonitoring nmechani smns,

Reaffirmi ng that all human rights are universal, indivisible,
i nterdependent and interrelated, and that the international comunity mnust
treat human rights globally in a fair and equal manner, on the sane footing,
and with the sane enphasis,
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M ndful that while the significance of national and regiona
particularities and various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds
nmust be borne in mind, it is the duty of States, regardl ess of their
political, econonmic and cultural systens, to pronote and protect all hunman
ri ghts and fundanental freedons,

Noting with satisfaction that an increasi ng nunber of Governnents, as
wel | as non-governmental organi zations, have devel oped a working rel ationship
with one or nore of the thematic procedures,

Recalling its resolutions 1991/31 of 5 March 1991, 1992/41 of
28 February 1992, 1993/47 of 9 March 1993, 1994/53 of 4 March 1994 and 1995/ 87
of 8 March 1995,

Recalling also its various resolutions in which it urged Governnents to
intensify their cooperation with the thematic special rapporteurs and worKking
groups and to provide information requested on any measures taken in pursuance
of reconmendati ons addressed to them

Recal ling further recomendati ons contained in the Vienna Declaration
and Programre of Action (A/ CONF.157/23), especially in Part 11, paragraph 95,
in which the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts underlined the inportance of
preserving and strengthening the system of special procedures, rapporteurs,
representatives, experts and working groups of the Conmi ssion

Recalling Part |1, paragraph 88, of the Vienna Declaration and Progranmne
of Action, in which the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts recommended that the
States parties to international human rights instrunents, the General Assenbly
and the Econonic and Social Council should consider studying the existing
human rights treaty bodies and the various thematic nmechani sms and procedures
with a viewto promoting greater efficiency and effectiveness through better
coordi nation of the various bodies, nechanisns and procedures, taking into
account the need to avoid unnecessary duplication and overlapping of their
nmandat es and tasks,

Recalling also the neetings of the special rapporteurs, representatives,
experts and nenbers or chairnen of working groups of the special procedures of
t he Conmi ssion on Human Rights and of the advisory services programe with the
United Nations H gh Conmissioner for Human Rights, held from14 to
16 June 1993, on the occasion of the Wrld Conference on Human Rights, from
30 May to 1 June 1994 and from 29 to 31 May 1995,

Noting that sonme human rights violations are specific to or primarily
directed agai nst wonen, and that the identification and reporting of these
vi ol ati ons demand specific awareness and sensitivity,

Noti ng General Assenbly resolution 50/174 of 22 Decenber 1995 on
strengt hening of United Nations action in the human rights field through the
pronotion of international cooperation and the inportance of non-selectivity,
inmpartiality and objectivity,

1. Conmends those Governments that have invited the thematic specia
rapporteurs or working groups to visit their countries;
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2. Recommends that Governnents consider followup visits designed to
assist themwith effective inplenentati on of recommendati ons by the thematic
speci al rapporteurs and worki ng groups;

3. Encour ages CGovernments to respond expeditiously to requests for
i nformati on made to them through the thematic procedures, so that the
procedures may carry out their nandates effectively;

4, Al so encourages all CGovernnents to cooperate nore closely with the
Conmi ssion through the pertinent thenmatic procedures and, where appropriate,
by inviting a thematic special rapporteur or working group to visit their
countries;

5. Invites the Governnments concerned to study carefully the
recomendat i ons addressed to them under thematic procedures and to keep the
rel evant mechani sms informed pronptly on the progress made towards their
i mpl enent ati on;

6. Invites the thematic special rapporteurs and working groups to
include in their reports information provided by Governnents on foll ow up
action, and in their conclusions their own observations thereon, including in
regard to both problens and i nprovenents, as appropriate;

7. Invites the non-governmental organizations to continue their
cooperation with thematic procedures, and to ascertain that the materia
provided falls under the mandates of these procedures and contains the
requi red el enents;

8. Takes note of the reconmendations of the neetings of the special
rapporteurs, representatives, experts and chairpersons of working groups of
t he special procedures of the Commi ssion on Hunan Rights and of the advisory
services programe with the United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Hunan Rights
held from30 May to 1 June 1994 (E/ CN. 4/1995/5, annex, paras. 25-26) and
from?29 to 31 May 1995 (E/CN. 4/1996/ 50, annex, paras. 62-74);

9. Encour ages the thenmatic special rapporteurs and worki ng groups to
nmake recomendati ons for the avoi dance of human rights viol ations;

10. Al so _encourages the thematic special rapporteurs and worki ng groups
to follow closely the progress made by Governnments in their investigations
carried out within their respective nandat es;

11. Further encourages the thematic special rapporteurs and worki ng
groups to continue close cooperation with relevant treaty bodi es and country
rapporteurs;

12. Encourages the United Nations H gh Conmmi ssioner for Human Rights
further to strengthen cooperation anong the thematic special rapporteurs,
representatives, experts, nenbers and chairpersons of working groups of the
Conmi ssion and other relevant United Nations bodies, including the human
rights treaty bodies, with a viewto pronoting greater efficiency and
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ef fecti veness through better coordination of the various bodies, mechani sns
and procedures, taking into account the need to avoid unnecessary duplication
and overl apping of their nmandates and tasks;

13. Requests the thematic special rapporteurs and working groups to
include in their reports comments on problens of responsiveness and the result
of anal yses, as appropriate, in order to carry out their nandates even nore
effectively, and to include also in their reports suggestions as to areas
where Governnents m ght request rel evant assistance through the programe of
advi sory services adm nistered by the Centre for Human Ri ghts;

14. Calls upon the thematic special rapporteurs and working groups to
include regularly in their reports gender-di saggregated data and to address
the characteristics and practice of human rights violations under their
mandat es that are specifically or primarily directed agai nst wonen, or to
whi ch wonen are particularly vulnerable, in order to ensure the effective
protection of their human rights;

15. Suggests that the special rapporteurs, representatives, experts and
chai rpersons of working groups of the special procedures of the Conmission on
Human Ri ghts consi der how t hese nmechani snms can nake avail able information on
the particular situation of individuals working for the pronotion and
protection of all human rights and fundanmental freedons and how their
protection can be enhanced, taking into account the ongoing deliberations of
t he rel evant working group of the Comm ssion

16. Requests the Secretary-General, in close collaboration with the
thematic special rapporteurs and working groups, to issue annually and
sufficiently early their conclusions and recomendati ons, so as to enable
further discussion of their inplenentation at subsequent sessions of the
Conmi ssi on;

17. Wl cones the joint declaration (A CONF.157/9) of the independent
experts responsible for the special procedures for the protection of human
rights, of 17 June 1993;

18. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to consider the possibility of
conveni ng further periodic neetings of all the thematic special rapporteurs
and the chairmen of working groups of the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts in order
to enable themto continue to exchange vi ews, cooperate and coordi nate nore
cl osely and make recommendati ons;

19. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral, in inplenenting the
United Nations budget for the biennium 1996-1997, to ensure the availability
of such resources as are necessary for the effective inplenmentation of al
themati ¢ nandates, including any additional tasks entrusted to the thematic
speci al rapporteurs and working groups by the Conm ssion
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20. Further requests the Secretary-General to present annually a |ist
of all persons currently constituting the thematic and country procedures,
including their country of origin, in an annex to the annotations to the
provi si onal agenda of each session of the Comni ssion on Hunan Ri ghts.

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. |X]

1996/ 47. Hunman rights and terrorism

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Humman Rights, the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Rel ati ons and Cooperation anmong States in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations and the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling the Declaration on the Cccasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of
the United Nations,

Recal ling the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action (A/ CONF.157/23),
adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Rights, held at Vienna from14 to
25 June 1993,

Recalling and reaffirm ng General Assenbly resol utions 49/ 60 of
9 Decemnber 1994 and 50/ 186 of 22 Decenber 1995, and its own resol ution 1995/43
of 3 March 1995,

Recalling also resolution 1994/18 of 25 August 1994 of the Sub- Conmi ssion
on Prevention of Discrinination and Protection of Mnorities,

Taki ng note of the Co-Chairnen's statenent adopted at the Summit of
Peacenakers on 13 March 1996 in Sharm El Shei kh, Egypt,

Convinced that terrorism in all its fornms and nani festations, wherever
and by whonever committed, can never be justified as a neans to pronote and
protect human rights,

Taking into account that acts of terrorismin all its fornms and
mani festations ai med at the destruction of human rights have continued despite
national and international efforts,

Bearing in nmind that the nost essential and basic human right is the
right tolife

Bearing in nmind also that terrorismcreates an environment that destroys
the freedomfrom fear of the people

Reiterating that all States have an obligation to pronote and protect

human rights and fundanental freedons, and that every individual should strive
to secure their universal and effective recognition and observance,
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Seriously concerned at the gross violations of hunman rights perpetrated
by terrorist groups,

Prof oundly deploring the increasi ng nunmber of innocent persons, including
woren, children and the elderly, killed, nmassacred and mained by terrorists in
i ndi scrimnate and random acts of violence and terror, which cannot be
justified under any circunstances,

Noting with great concern the growi ng connection between terrorist groups
and the illegal traffic in arms and drugs, as well as the consequent
conmi ssion of serious crines,

Reaffirm ng that all neasures to counter terrorismnmnust be in strict
conformity with international human rights standards,

1. Expresses its solidarity with the victins of terrorism

2. Reiterates the unequivocal condemnation of all acts, methods and
practices of terrorism regardless of their notivation, in all its forns and

mani f est ati ons, wherever and by whonmever committed, as acts of aggression
aimed at the destruction of human rights, fundanental freedons and denocracy,
threatening the territorial integrity and security of States, destabilizing
legitimately constituted Governnents, undermining pluralistic civil society
and havi ng adverse consequences on the econonic and social devel opnment of
St at es;

3. Condemns incitenent of ethnic hatred, violence and terrorism
4, Calls upon States to take all necessary and effective neasures, in

accordance with rel evant provisions of international |aw and internationa
standards of human rights, to prevent, conbat and elimnate terrorism
wher ever and by whonever conmmitted;

5. Urges the international community to enhance cooperation at the
regional and international levels in the fight against terrorismin accordance
with relevant international instrunents, including those relating to human
rights, with the aimof its eradication

6. Urges all thematic special rapporteurs and working groups to
address as appropriate the consequences of the acts, nmethods and practices of
terrorist groups in their forthconing reports to the Conm ssion

7. Not es that the decision of the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities concerning the preparation of a
wor ki ng paper on the question of human rights and terrorismhas not yet been
carried out, and calls on the Sub-Conmission to report to the Comm ssion on
this matter at its fifty-third session

8. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to collect information
on this question fromall relevant sources, including Governnents, specialized
agenci es, intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations,
and to nake it available to the special rapporteurs and worKking groups
concerned and to the Conmm ssion on Hurman Rights for their consideration;
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9. Deci des to continue consideration of the question at its
fifty-third session as a nmatter of priority.

52nd neeting
19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. |X]

1996/ 48. Question of integrating the human rights of wonen
t hr oughout the United Nations system

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng that discrimnation on the basis of sex is contrary to the
Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of Discrinination agai nst Wnen and
other international human rights instrunments,

Recalling its resolutions 1995/86 of 8 March 1995 and 1994/ 45 of
3 March 1994,

Recalling also that in the Vienna Declaration and Programre of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23), the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts affirnmed that the human
rights of wonen and of the girl child are an inalienable, integral and
i ndivisible part of universal human rights and that the full and equa
participation of wonen in political, civil, econonmic, social and cultura
life, at the national, regional and international |evels, and the eradication
of all forms of discrimnation on the grounds of sex are priority objectives
of the international conmunity,

Bearing in nmind that, in the Vienna Declaration and Programre of Action
the Wrl d Conference on Human Rights called for action to integrate the equa
status and human rights of wonmen into the mainstream of United Nations
systemw de activity and for steps to be taken to increase cooperation and
pronote further integration of objectives and goals between the Comm ssion on
the Status of Wbnen, the Conm ssion on Human Rights, the Conmittee for the
Elimi nati on of Discrimnination agai nst Wnen, the United Nations Devel opnent
Fund for Wonen, the United Nations Devel opnent Programre and ot her
United Nations agencies,

Wl comi ng the successful convening of the Fourth Wrld Conference on
Wbrren:  Action for Equality, Devel opnment and Peace, held in Beijing from4 to
15 Septenber 1995, and the significant contribution the Conference has made to
the pronmotion of the human rights of wonen and the girl child, and encouragi ng
all States to take practical nmeasures to inplenment the Beijing Declaration and
Platformfor Action (A CONF.177/20),

Recogni zing the major role of the Conmission on the Status of Wnen in
pronoti ng equality between wonmen and nen, and recalling resolution 40/3 on
nmai nst ream ng the human rights of wonen adopted by the Commission at its
fortieth session,
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Wl coming the appoi ntnent of a high-1evel adviser on gender issues in the
Ofice of the Secretary-General

Bearing in mind that, in the Platformfor Action, the Fourth Wrld
Conference on Wrnen called on all rel evant organs, bodi es and agenci es of the
United Nations system all human rights bodies of the United Nations system
as well as the United Nations H gh Conmissioner for Human R ghts and the
United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees, to give full, equal and
sustained attention to the human rights of wonmen in the exercise of their
respecti ve nandat es,

Recogni zi ng the need to pronote and strengthen national and internationa
efforts to inprove the status of wonen in all areas in order to foster the
elimnation of discrimnation and gender-based vi ol ence agai nst wonen,

Reaffirm ng the inmportant role wonen's groups and non-governnent a
organi zations play in pronoting and protecting the human rights of womnen,

1. Calls for intensified effort at the international level to
integrate the equal status and human rights of wonen into the mainstream of
United Nations systemw de activity and to address these issues regularly and
systematically throughout relevant United Nations bodi es and mechani sis;

2. Encourages the efforts nade by the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner
for Human Rights, within his mandate established by the General Assenbly in
resol ution 48/ 141 of 20 Decenber 1993, to coordinate the activities of
rel evant United Nations organs, bodies and nmechani sns dealing with human
rights in considering violations of the human rights of wonen;

3. Encour ages the strengt hening of cooperati on and coordi nati on anong
all human rights treaty bodi es, special rapporteurs, special procedures and
ot her human rights nechani sns of the Conmi ssion and the Sub-Conmmi ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, and requests that
they regularly and systematically take a gender perspective into account in
the inplenentati on of their mandates, including information and qualitative
analysis in their reports on violations of the human rights of wonen;

4, Encour ages the further strengthening of cooperation and
coordi nati on between the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts and the Conmi ssion on the
Status of Wnen and between the Centre for Human Rights and the Division for
t he Advancenent of W nen, and requests that the joint work plan of the Centre
for Human Rights and the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen be nade
avail able to the Conmission on Human Rights at its fifty-third session as well
as the Conmission on the Status of Wnen at its forty-first session;

5. Wl cones the report of the expert group neeting on the devel opnent
of guidelines for the integration of a gender perspective into hunman
rights activities and progranmes (E/ CN.4/1996/ 105, annex), and requests the
Secretary-Ceneral to distribute the report widely, including within the Centre
for Human Rights and to the special rapporteurs and experts;
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6. Al so wel comes the recommendati on by the chairpersons of the human
rights treaty bodies that each treaty body consider how it m ght nost
effectively integrate a gender perspective into its work and, in particul ar

(a) Integrate a gender perspective into its pre-sessional and sessiona
wor ki ng net hods, and consi der the gender inplications of each issue discussed
under each of the articles of its respective instrunent;

(b) Amend its guidelines for the preparation of reports by States
parties to include specific information on the human rights of wonen and
gender - di saggr egat ed dat a;

(c) Exchange information with other treaty bodies on the hunman rights
of wonmen and the use of gender-inclusive | anguage in preparing reports of the
sessions of the treaty bodies;

7. Urges States to consider the gender conposition of the treaty
bodi es when nominating and el ecti ng candi dates to such bodi es;

8. Recalls that the Beijing Platformfor Action urged States to limt
the extent of any reservations to the Convention on the Elimnation of A
Forms of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen, fornul ate any such reservations as
precisely and as narrowWy as possible, ensure that no reservations are
i nconpatible with the object and purpose of the Convention or otherw se
i nconpatible with international treaty law, and regularly review themwth a
view to wi thdrawi ng them

9. Notes that the neeting of the special rapporteurs and chairpersons
of working groups of the special procedures of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts
has begun to consider the question of integrating the human rights of wonen
into their work, and stresses the need for further consideration and
qualitative analysis of this issue at their next nmeeting and its practica
application in their work;

10. Encour ages i nproved coordi nati on anong the specialized agenci es and
funds of the United Nations system particularly the United Nations
Devel opnent Fund for Wonen, the International Research and Trai ning
Institute for the Advancenment of Wonen, the O fice of the United Nations
H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees, the United Nations Children's Fund, the
United Nations Devel opment Programe and the United Nations Popul ati on Fund,
in order to pronote the human rights of wonen through a systematic and
peri odi ¢ exchange of infornmation, experience and expertise, and requests the
United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Hunan Rights to bring the present
resolution to their attention

11. Urges the rel evant organs, bodi es and agenci es of the
United Nations system all human rights bodies of the United Nations system
as well as the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human R ghts and the
United Nations H gh Conmissioner for Refugees, to provide training in the
human rights of wonen for all United Nations personnel and officials,
especially those in human rights and humanitarian relief activities, and
pronote their understandi ng of the human rights of wonen so that they
recogni ze and deal with violations of the human rights of wonen and can fully
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take into account the gender aspects of their work, and, in particular,
encourages the Centre for Hunan Rights to ensure that its information and
training materials, including the Manual on Hunman Ri ghts Reporting
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.91.XIV.1), incorporate a gender
per specti ve;

12. Invites the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to
consi der assigning to a high-level post within his Ofice the task of
provi di ng advice on integrating the human rights of wonmen throughout the
Centre for Human Rights and liaising with other relevant United Nations bodies
in this regard;

13. Requests States and the relevant United Nations bodies to include
in their human rights education activities information on the human rights of
wonen;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to report on the inplenmentation of
the present resolution at its fifty-third session

15. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-third session.

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. |X]

1996/ 49. The elimnation of violence agai nst wonen

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng that discrimnation on the basis of sex is contrary to the
Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the
Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of Discrinination agai nst Wnen and
other international human rights instrunents, and that its elimnation is an
integral part of efforts towards the elimnation of violence against wonen,

Recalling its resolution 1994/45 of 4 March 1994 in which it decided to
appoi nt a speci al rapporteur on violence agai nst wonen, its causes and
consequences,

Wl comi ng the adoption by the General Assenbly, in its resolution 48/ 104
of 20 Decenber 1993, of the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against
Wbrren, whi ch recogni zes that viol ence agai nst wonen both violates and inpairs
or nullifies the enjoynment by wonen of human rights and fundanmental freedons,
and expresses concern about the long-standing failure to protect and pronote
these rights and freedons in relation to viol ence agai nst womnen,

Deeply concerned at continuing and endeni c viol ence agai nst wonen, and
noting that the Declaration on the Elimnation of Violence agai nst Wnen sets
out various forns of physical, sexual and psychol ogi cal viol ence agai nst
wonen,
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Bearing in nmind that viol ence agai nst wonen both violates and inpairs or
nullifies the enjoyment by wonen of their human rights and fundanent al
freedons,

M ndful that the Vienna Declaration and Progranmme of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23), adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts, affirned
t hat gender-based violence and all forns of sexual harassnent and
expl oi tation, including those resulting fromcultural prejudice and
international trafficking, are inconpatible with the dignity and worth of the
human person and nust be elim nated,

Deeply concerned that some groups of wonen, such as woren bel onging to
m nority groups, indigenous wonen, refugee wonen, nigrant wonen, women
living in rural or rempte conmunities, destitute wonmen, wonmen in institutions
or in detention, the girl child, wonen with disabilities, elderly wonen and
worren in situations of armed conflict, are especially vulnerable to violence,

Al arnmed by the marked increase in acts of sexual violence directed
not abl y agai nst wonen and children, as expressed in the Final Declaration of
the International Conference for the Protection of War Victinms, held in Geneva
from30 August to 1 Septenber 1993, and reiterating that such acts constitute
grave breaches of international humanitarian |aw,

Stressing that the inplenmentation of the Convention on the Elimnation of
Al'l Fornms of Discrinination against Wmen will contribute to the elimnation
of viol ence against womren and that the inplenentation of the Declaration on
the Elimnation of Violence agai nst Wonen strengthens and conpl enents this
process, and wel coning the significant progress achieved in relevant sections
of the Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action (A CONF.177/20), such as
t hose on viol ence agai nst wonen, wonmen and armed conflict and the human rights
of wonen,

Noting with appreciation the Special Rapporteur's active participation in
the preparatory process for the Fourth Wrld Conference on Whnen: Action for

Equal ity, Devel opment and Peace and in the Conference itself,

Wl coming the adoption of General Assenbly resolution 50/ 166
of 22 Decenber 1995 on the role of the United Nations Devel opment Fund for
Wbrren in elimnating viol ence agai nst wonen,

Bearing in nmind that the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action calls
for action to integrate the equal status and human rights of wormen into the
mai nst ream of United Nations systemw de activity, stresses the inportance of
wor ki ng towards the elimnation of violence agai nst wonen in public and
private life, and urges the eradication of all fornms of discrimnation against
wonen,

1. Wl cones the work of the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst
worren, its causes and consequences, and takes note of her report
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 53 and Add.1 and 2);

2. Encour ages the Special Rapporteur in her work on violence in the
conmuni ty;
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3. Conmends the Special Rapporteur for her analysis of violence in the
famly

4, Condemns all acts of gender-based viol ence agai nst wonen, and in
this regard calls, in accordance with the Declaration on the Elimnation of
Vi ol ence agai nst Wmen, for the elinination of gender-based violence in the
famly, within the general comunity and where perpetrated or condoned by the
State, and enphasi zes the duty of CGovernnments to refrain fromengaging in
vi ol ence agai nst wonen and to exercise due diligence to prevent, investigate
and, in accordance with national |egislation, to punish acts of violence
agai nst wonen and to take appropriate and effective action concerning acts of
vi ol ence agai nst wonen, whether those acts are perpetrated by the State or by
private persons and to provide access to just and effective remedi es and
speci al i zed assi stance to victims;

5. Al so condemns all violations of the human rights of wonen in
situations of armed conflict, recogni zes themto be violations of
i nternational human rights and humanitarian law, and calls for a particularly
ef fective response to violations of this kind, including in particular mnurder,
systematic rape, sexual slavery and forced pregnancy;

6. Takes note of the procedures established by the Special Rapporteur
to seek information from Governnments concerni ng specific cases of alleged
violence in order to identify and investigate situations of violence against
woren, its causes and its consequences, in particular standard information
forns;

7. Stresses the conclusions and recommendati ons of the
Speci al Rapporteur that States have an affirnmative duty to pronote and
protect the human rights of wonen and nust exercise due diligence to prevent
vi ol ence agai nst wonen, including violence agai nst wonen in the famly, and
calls on States:

(a) To work actively to ratify and/or inplenment international human
rights norns and instrunents as they relate to viol ence agai nst wonen,
i ncl udi ng those contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts, the Internationa
Covenant on Econom c, Social and CQultural Rights and the Convention agai nst
Torture and O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishnent;

(b) To include in reports subnitted in accordance with the provisions
of relevant United Nations human rights instrunents information pertaining to
vi ol ence agai nst wonen and neasures taken to inplenent the Declaration on the
El i mi nati on of Viol ence agai nst Wnen;

(c) To enact and/or reinforce penal, civil, |abour and adm nistrative
sanctions in domestic |egislation to punish and redress the wongs done
to worren and girls who are subjected to any form of viol ence, whether in
the hone, the workplace, the community or society, bearing in mind the
Speci al Rapporteur's suggested gui delines;

(d) To create, inprove or devel op, as appropriate, and fund the
trai ning programres for judicial, legal, nedical, social, educational and

- 160 -



police and i mri grant personnel, in order to avoid the abuse of power |eading
to viol ence agai nst wonen and sensitize such personnel to the nature of
gender - based acts and threats of violence so that fair treatnent of fenale
victinms can be assured,

(e) To enact and enforce | egislation agai nst the perpetrators of
practices and acts of violence agai nst wonen, such as fenale genita
nmutilation, fermale infanticide, prenatal sex selection and dowy-rel ated
vi ol ence, and give vigorous support to the efforts of non-governnmental and
conmuni ty organi zations to elimnate such practices;

(f) To condemm vi ol ence agai nst wonen and not invoke custom tradition
or practices in the name of religion to avoid their obligations to elimnate
such vi ol ence;

(9) To pronote research, collect data and conpile statistics,
especi al ly concerni ng donmestic violence, relating to the preval ence of
different fornms of violence agai nst wonen, and encourage research into the
causes, nature, seriousness and consequences of viol ence against wonen and the
ef fecti veness of neasures inplenented to prevent and redress viol ence agai nst
wonen;

(h) To cooperate with other conpetent mechani snms, such as the
Speci al Rapporteur on the question of torture and the Special Rapporteur
on extrajudiciary, summary or arbitrary executions, in relation to violence
agai nst wonen;

(i) To enact and enforce legislation protecting girls fromall forms of
vi ol ence, including female infanticide and prenatal sex selection, genita
mutilation, incest, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, child prostitution and
chi I d pornography;

8. Rem nds Governnents that their obligations under the Convention on
the Elimnation of All Forns of Discrimnation agai nst Winen nust be fully
i mpl enented with regard to viol ence agai nst wonen, taking into account
Ceneral Reconmendation No. 19, adopted by the Cormmittee on the Elimnation of
Di scrim nation agai nst Wnen at its eleventh session, and calls upon those
countries which are still not parties to the Convention to work actively
towards ratification of or accession to it;

9. Requests CGovernnents to support initiatives of wonen's
organi zati ons and non-governnmental organi zations all over the world to raise
awar eness on the issue of violence against wonen and to contribute to its
elimnation;

10. Wl cones the decision of the Conmission on the Status of Wnen, at
its fortieth session, to renew the open-ended working group established to
devel op an optional protocol to the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns
of Discrimination agai nst Wnen, taking into account the recomrendati ons of
t he Speci al Rapporteur in regard to an optional protocol
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11. Requests all Governments to cooperate with and assist the
Speci al Rapporteur in the performance of the tasks and duties nandated, to
supply all information requested and respond to the Special Rapporteur's
vi sits and conmuni cati ons;

12. Requests human rights treaty bodi es, other special rapporteurs
responsi bl e for various human rights questions, United Nations bodies and
organs, specialized agencies and intergovernnental and non-gover nnent al
organi zations, including wonen's organi zations, to cooperate with and assi st
the Special Rapporteur in the performance of the tasks and duties nmandat ed,
and in particular to respond to requests for information on viol ence agai nst
wonen, its causes and its consequences;

13. Renews its request to the Secretary-General to continue to provide
the Special Rapporteur with all necessary assistance, in particular the staff
and resources required to performall mandated functions, especially in
carrying out and following up on nissions undertaken either separately or
jointly with other special rapporteurs and working groups, and adequate
assi stance for periodic consultations with the Conmittee on the Elimnation of
Di scrim nation agai nst Wnen and all other treaty bodies;

14. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to ensure that the reports of
t he Speci al Rapporteur are brought to the attention of the Conmmi ssion on the
Status of Wonen to assist in the Commission's work in the area of violence
agai nst wonen, as well as to the attention of the Conmittee on the Elimnation
of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen;

15. Deci des to continue consideration of the question as a natter of
high priority at its fifty-third session

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. |X]

1996/50. National institutions for the pronotion and protection
of human rights

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling rel evant resolutions of the General Assenbly and its own
rel evant resol utions concerning national institutions for the pronotion and
protection of human rights, notably General Assenbly resolution 48/ 134 of
20 Decenber 1993, Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts resol ution 1995/50 of
3 March 1995 and General Assenbly resolution 50/176 of 22 Decenber 1995,

Wl conming the growi ng interest shown worldwide in the creation and
strengt hening of national institutions, that is, independent and pluralistic
national institutions for the pronotion and protection of human rights,
expressed during the regional preparatory neetings for the Wrld Conference on
Human Rights and at the Conference itself, as well as at the various
i nternational neetings of national institutions for the pronotion and
protection of human rights held since 1991
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Convi nced of the inportant role national institutions play in pronoting
and protecting human rights and fundanmental freedons and in devel opi ng and
enhanci ng public awareness of those rights and freedons,

Recogni zi ng that the United Nations has played and should continue to
play an inmportant role in assisting the devel opnment of national institutions,

Recalling that, in General Assenbly resolution 48/ 134, the Assenbly
wel coned the Principles relating to the status of national institutions for
the promotion and protection of human rights, annexed to that resol ution,

Wl com ng the deci sion, announced recently by several States, to
establish, or consider establishing national institutions for the pronotion
and protection of human rights,

Recogni zing that it is the prerogative of each State to choose, for the
establishnent of a national institution, the framework that is best suited to
its particular needs and circunstances to ensure that human rights are
pronoted and protected at the national |evel in accordance with internationa
hurman rights standards,

Recal ling the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action adopted by the
Worl d Conference on Human Ri ghts (A/ CONF. 157/23), in which was reaffirmed the
i mportant and constructive role played by national institutions for the
pronmotion and protection of human rights, in particular in their advisory
capacity to the conmpetent authorities, and their role in renedyi ng human
rights violations and in the dissenination of human rights information and
educati on concerning human rights,

Recalling also the Platformfor Action adopted at the Fourth World
Conference on Wnen: Action for Equality, Devel opnment and Peace
(A CONF. 177/ 20), in which Governnents were urged to create or strengthen
i ndependent national institutions for the pronotion and protection of human
rights, including the human rights of wonen, as recomended by the Wrld
Conf erence on Hurman Ri ghts

Recalling that, at the Wrld Conference on Human Rights, representatives
of national institutions who attended as observers played a positive and
constructive role in the deliberations of the Conference,

Noting with satisfaction the convening of the third Internationa
Workshop on National Institutions for the Pronotion and Protection of Human
Rights in Manila from18 to 21 April 1995 and the first African Conference of
Human Rights National Institutions in Yaounde from5 to 7 February 1996,

Taki ng note of the decision by one Governnent to provide funding for the

appoi nt nent of a special adviser to the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts on national human rights institutions,
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Noting with satisfaction the constructive participation of
representatives of a nunber of national institutions for the pronotion and

protection of human rights in international sem nars and workshops organi zed
or sponsored by the United Nations and its Menber States and in other
United Nations activities,

Noting the inportance of finding an appropriate formof participation by
national institutions in relevant United Nations neetings dealing with human
rights, and noting that a nunber of national institutions have for sone timne
taken part in such neetings as part of the del egati ons of Menmber States,

1. Reaffirnms the inportance of the devel opnent of effective nationa
institutions for the pronmotion and protection of human rights in keeping with
the Principles relating to the status of national institutions for the
pronmotion and protection of human rights annexed to CGeneral Assenbly
resol ution 48/ 134 of 20 Decenber 1993;

2. Encour ages Menber States to establish or, where they already exist,
to strengthen national institutions for the pronotion and protection of human
rights, as outlined in the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action, and,
where appropriate, to incorporate the elenents identified in that Declaration
and Progranmme of Action in national devel opment plans or in their preparation
of national action plans;

3. Al so encourages all Menber States to take appropriate steps to
pronote the exchange, in particular by national institutions, of information
and experience concerning the establishnent and operation of nationa
i nstitutions;

4, Enphasi zes in this regard the need to disseninate the Principles
relating to the status of national institutions for the pronotion and
protection of human rights, annexed to CGeneral Assenbly resolution 48/ 134, as
wi dely as possible, and calls upon the Secretary-Ceneral to undertake this
t ask;

5. Affirms the role of national institutions, where they exist, as
appropriate agencies for the dissenmi nation of human rights materials and ot her
public information activities, including those of the United Nations;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to give a high priority
to requests from Menber States for assistance in the establishnent and
strengt hening of national institutions for the pronotion and protection of
human rights as part of the progranme of advisory services and technica
assistance in the field of human rights;

7. Requests the Centre for Hunan Rights, with the assistance of
national institutions and their Coordinating Conmittee, to continue to provide
techni cal assistance for States wishing to establish or strengthen their
nati onal institutions and to organize training programres for nationa
institutions which request them and invites Governments to contribute
additional funds to the Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation in the Field
of Human Ri ghts for these purposes;
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8. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to take neasures to ensure that
national institutions are inforned effectively, including through diplonmatic
channel s, about the activities of the Centre for Human Ri ghts invol ving
nati onal institutions;

9. Commends the intensified activities of the H gh Conmmissioner in
pronmoti ng and strengthening national institutions;

10. Conmends the Centre for Human Rights for the preparation and

publication of the handbook National Human Rights Institutions (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E. 95 XIV.2);

11. Takes note of the role of the Coordinating Comrittee created by
nati onal institutions at the second International Wrkshop on Nationa
Institutions for the Pronpotion and Protection of Human Rights, held in Tunis
from13 to 17 Decenber 1993, in close cooperation with the Centre for Hunman
Rights, to assist Governnments and institutions, when requested, to follow up
on rel evant resol utions and recomendati ons concerning the strengtheni ng of
national institutions;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to provide, fromw thin
exi sting resources, the necessary assistance for hol ding neetings of the
Coordi nating Conmittee during the sessions of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts
under the auspices of and in cooperation with the Centre for Hunan R ghts;

13. Takes note of the report of the third International Wrkshop on
Nati onal Institutions for the Pronotion and Protection of Hunman Ri ghts, held
in Manila from18 to 21 April 1995 (E/ CN. 4/1996/8), and the declaration and
recomendati ons therein, in particular its reconmendations relating to the
participation of national institutions in the work of United Nations human
ri ghts bodi es;

14. Al so takes note of the report of the Secretary-General concerning
possi ble forms of participation by national institutions in United Nations
neetings dealing with human rights (E/ CN. 4/1996/48 and Add. 1), and notes the
correspondi ng reconmendati on therein;

15. Considers that it would be appropriate for national institutions to
be able to participate in an appropriate manner in their own right in nmeetings
of the Conmi ssion on Human Rights and its subsidiary bodies, that
consi deration should be given to a definitive resolution of this question and
t hat appropriate practices should be adopted in the interimto provide for
their participation;

16. Requests the Secretary-General again to invite Menber States which
have not yet done so to informhimof their views concerning possible forns of
participation by national institutions in nmeetings of the Conm ssion on Human
Rights and its subsidiary bodies and, in particular, to address thenselves to
possi bl e measures which coul d provide for such participation, and to include
the informati on provided by Governnents in his report to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session;
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17. Encour ages Governments and national institutions to take account,
in their policy and practice in this area, of the provisions contained in the
Principles relating to the status of national institutions for the pronotion
and protection of human rights;

18. Encour ages CGovernments to devise an information strategy to raise
awar eness anong the general public and anong all elenents of civil society on
the need to pronmpte and protect human rights;

19. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to convene, within existing
resources, a fourth international workshop on national institutions for the
pronotion and protection of human rights, to be held, if possible, in
Latin Anerica during 1996 or 1997, and to invite Governnents and
i ntergovernnmental organizations to contribute to the Voluntary Fund for the
pur pose of financing, where necessary, attendance by representatives of
national institutions;

20. Recogni zes the inportant and constructive role that
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons can play, in cooperation with nationa
institutions, for the better pronotion and protection of human rights;

21. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session on the inplenentation of the present resol ution;

22. Decides to continue its consideration of this question at its
fifty-third session.

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. |X]

1996/51. Human rights and nmass exoduses
The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Deeply disturbed by the escal ating scal e and nmagni tude of exoduses of
ref ugees and di spl acenents of population in nmany regions of the world and by
the human suffering of mllions of refugees and displ aced persons,

Recalling its previous relevant resolutions, in particular
resol ution 1995/88 of 8 March 1995, as well as those of the General Assenbly,
and the concl usions of the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts, which recogni zed
that gross violations of human rights, including in arned conflicts, are anong
the nmultiple and conplex factors | eading to displacenent of people and that
there is a need for a conprehensive approach by the international community to
address root causes and effects of novenents of refugees and ot her displaced
persons and for the strengthening of enmergency preparedness and response
nmechani sns,

Consci ous of the fact that mass exoduses of popul ati ons are caused by

mul tiple and conpl ex factors, such as human rights violations, political,
et hni c and economic conflicts, fam ne, insecurity, violence, poverty and
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envi ronnent al degradati on, which indicate that any approach to early warning
requires an intersectoral and mnultidisciplinary approach

Noting that the Secretary-General, in his report entitled "An Agenda for
Peace" (A/47/277-S/24111), identifies the protection of human rights and the
pronotion of econom c well-being as inportant el enents of peace, security and
devel opnent,

Recogni zi ng the inportant aspects of conplenentarity between the system
for the protection of human rights and humanitarian action, and that
hurmani tari an agenci es nmake an inportant contribution to the achi evenent of
human rights,

Wl conming the continuation of inter-agency consultations on early warning
of mass flows of refugees, pursuant to the decision of the Administrative
Committee on Coordination, with the purpose of serving both prevention of, and
prepar edness for, emergencies, and wel com ng al so the participation of the
United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Hunan Ri ghts and the representative of
the Secretary-General on internally displaced persons in the deliberations of
the Inter-Agency Standing Comrittee established by the General Assenbly in
resol ution 46/182 of 19 Decenber 1991,

Wl conming al so the cooperation between the United Nations High
Conmi ssi oner for Refugees, other relevant United Nations entities and the
United Nations H gh Conmissioner for Human Rights, with a view to ensuring
conplermentarity of mandates and expertise in the areas of returnee nonitoring
and pronotion, institution-building and rehabilitation projects,

Wl coming further the involvenent of the Ofice of the Hi gh Conmi ssioner
for Refugees in activities in countries of actual or potential return
i ncluding the nonitoring of returnees, in particular in the framewrk of
tripartite agreenents between the State of origin, the State of asylum and the
Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees, ained at naking
effective the fundanental right of refugees to return to their own countries,

Recogni zi ng that the human rights nmachinery of the United Nations,
i ncl udi ng the nmechani snms of the Conmi ssion on Human Rights and the hunman
rights treaty bodies, acting within their nandates, has inportant capabilities
to address human rights viol ations which cause novenents of refugees and
di spl aced persons or prevent durable solutions to their plight,

Convinced that the activities of these nechanisns, with a view,
inter alia, to preventing nass exoduses and the strengthening of energency
prepar edness and response nechani sns, shoul d be encouraged and further
devel oped and coordinated, with priority given to the systematization of early
war ni ng i nformation coll ection

Recogni zi ng that wonmen and children constitute approximately 80 per cent
of nost refugee popul ations and that, in addition to the problens and needs
they share in common with all refugees, wonen and girls in such circunstances
are vul nerabl e to gender-based di scrimnati on and gender-specific violence and
expl oi tation,
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Recalling that States parties to the 1951 Convention relating to the
Status of Refugees undertake, under article 35, to provide information to the
Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees on the
i mpl enentati on of the Convention, as was recalled in the General Conclusion on
International Protection adopted by the Executive Comittee of the Programe
of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees in 1995,

Wl coming the continuing efforts of the United Nations H gh Conm ssi oner
for Refugees to neet the protection and assi stance needs of refugees
wor | dwi de,

1. Takes note with interest of the report of the Secretary-General on
human rights and mass exoduses (E/ CN. 4/1996/42), which is an inportant
contribution to efforts to devel op a conprehensive approach to the question of
human rights and mass exoduses;

2. Wl cones the endorsenment by the General Assenbly, inits
resol ution 41/70 of 3 Decenber 1986, of the call upon all States to pronote
human rights and fundanmental freedons and to refrain fromdenying these to
i ndividuals in their popul ation because of nationality, ethnicity, race,
religion or |anguage, and urges States to refrain fromdenying these because
of gender;

3. Strongly deplores ethnic and other forns of intolerance as one of
the maj or causes of forced mgratory novenents, and urges States to take al
necessary steps to ensure respect for human rights, especially the rights of
persons belonging to ninorities;

4, Takes note of resolution 1995/ 13 of 18 August 1995 entitled "The
right to freedom of novenment" adopted by the Sub- Comm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities;

5. Invites again all Governnents and intergovernnental and
humani tari an organi zati ons concerned to intensify their cooperation and
assistance in worldwi de efforts to address the serious problens resulting from
mass exoduses of refugees and di spl aced persons, and the causes of such
exoduses;

6. Urges all bodies involved in inter-agency consultations on early
warning to cooperate fully in and to devote the necessary resources to the
successful operation of the consultations;

7. Invites the special rapporteurs, special representatives and
wor ki ng groups of the Conmi ssion and the United Nations human rights treaty
bodi es, acting within their mandates, to seek information, where appropriate,
on problens resulting in mass exoduses of popul ations or inpeding their
vol untary return hone and, where appropriate, to include such infornmation,
together with reconmendati ons thereon, in their reports, and to bring such
information to the attention of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human
Ri ghts for appropriate action in fulfilment of his mandate, in consultation
with the United Nations Hi gh Comni ssioner for Refugees;
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8. Requests all United Nations bodies, including the United Nations
human rights treaty bodies acting within their nandates, the specialized
agenci es, and governnental, intergovernnental and non-governnenta
organi zations, to cooperate fully with all nechani sns of the Comm ssion and,
in particular, to provide themwith all relevant information in their
possession on the human rights situations creating or affecting refugees and
di spl aced persons;

9. Requests the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Hunan Rights, in
the exercise of his nmandate, as set out in General Assenbly resolution 48/141
of 20 Decenber 1993, for preventing the continuation of human rights
viol ati ons throughout the world and for coordinating human rights activities
t hroughout the United Nations system and in cooperation with the
United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees, to pay attention to situations
whi ch cause or threaten to cause nass exoduses and to address effectively such
situations through enmergency preparedness and response mechani snms, incl uding
i nformation sharing and the provision of technical advice, expertise and
cooper ati on;

10. Wl cones the establishment by the Departnent of Humanitarian
Affairs of the Humanitarian Early Warning System and notes with appreciation
the contribution nade by the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
and the Centre for Human Rights to its devel opnent;

11. Notes with satisfaction the participation of the United Nations
H gh Conmmi ssioner for Human Rights in the framework for coordination projects
organi zed by the Departnent of Humanitarian Affairs, the Departnent of
Political Affairs and the Departnent of Peace-keeping Operations, reflecting
the need for a conprehensive approach to address root causes and effects of
novenment s of refugees and other displaced persons and the strengtheni ng of
ener gency preparedness and response nechani sns;

12. Urges the Secretary-Ceneral to attach high priority and to allocate
t he necessary resources to the consolidation and strengthening of the system
for undertaking early warning activities in the humanitarian area for the
purpose of ensuring, inter alia, that effective action is taken to identify
all human rights abuses which contribute to mass outfl ows of persons, and to
invite comrents on this issue;

13. Wl cones with appreciation the contributions of the United Nations
H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees to the deliberations of international human
ri ghts bodi es and nmechani sns, and invites her to address the Conmission at its
fifty-third session;

14. Encourages States that have not already done so to consider
accession to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its
Protocol of 1967, the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless
Persons, the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statel essness and ot her
rel evant regional refugee instrunents and relevant international human rights
i nstrunents;
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15. Encourages States parties to the 1951 Convention relating to the
Status of Refugees to provide information to the Ofice of the United Nations
H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees, in accordance with article 35 thereof;

16. Requests the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to
invite Governnents, intergovernnental organizations, specialized agenci es and
non- gover nnent al organi zations to provide infornation and to prepare, within
exi sting resources, and submt to the Conmission at its fifty-third session an
update of the Secretary-General's report, including informtion on and
recomendati ons and concl usi ons energi ng fromthe action taken pursuant to
the present resolution, as well as all relevant information on the human
rights situations creating or affecting refugees and di spl aced persons;

17. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-third session under the agenda itementitled "Further pronotion and
encour agenent of human rights and fundanental freedons, including the question
of the programme and net hods of work of the Conmission" under the sub-item
entitled "Human rights, mass exoduses and di spl aced persons”.

52nd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. |X]

1996/52. Internally displaced persons

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Deeply disturbed by the alarm ngly high nunbers of internally displaced
persons throughout the world who receive inadequate protection and assi stance,
and conscious of the serious problemthis is creating for the internationa
conmuni ty,

Noting with concern that many serious situations of internal displacenent
do not receive sufficient attention and response,

Consci ous of the human rights, as well as the humanitarian, dinensions of
the problemof internally displaced persons and the responsibilities this
poses for States and the international comunity to explore nethods and neans
better to address their protection and assi stance needs,

Recalling the rel evant norns of international human rights instrunents,
of international humanitarian | aw and anal ogous refugee | aw,

Bearing in mind General Assenbly resolutions 49/169 of 23 Decenber 1994
and 50/ 195 of 22 Decenber 1996 and, in particular, the call by the
Ceneral Assenbly on the Commi ssion to consider the question of establishing an
appropriate legal framework for the internally displaced, on the basis of the
report of the representative of the Secretary-Ceneral
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Recogni zi ng that the protection of internally displaced persons would be
strengt hened by identifying, reaffirm ng and consolidating specific rights for
their protection,

Wl coming the call by the General Assenbly for a nore concerted response
by the international comunity to the needs of internally displaced persons
and the enphasis in the Vienna Decl aration and Progranmre of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23) on the need to devel op gl obal strategies to address the
probl em of internal displacenent,

Wl comi ng al so the cooperation established between the representative of
the Secretary-General and the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human
Rights, the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees, the United Nations
Devel opnent Progranme and the Departnent of Humanitarian Affairs of the
Secretariat as well as the International Conmittee of the Red Cross and other
rel evant international and regi onal organizations and agenci es, and taking
note with appreciation in particular of the appointnment by the Inter-American
Conmi ssion on Hurman Rights of a rapporteur on internally displaced persons
foll owi ng di scussions with the representative of the Secretary-Ceneral,

Recal I i ng Econom ¢ and Social Council resolution 1995/56 of 28 July 1995
on the strengthening of the coordinati on of emergency humanitarian assistance
of the United Nations,

Noting the finding of the representative of the Secretary-General that a
central coordination nmechanismto assign responsibilities in emergency
situations is essential, and welcoming in this context the establishment, by
the Inter-Agency Standing Conmittee, of the Task Force on Internally D splaced
Per sons,

Wel comi ng the decision by the Inter-Agency Standing Committee to invite
the representative of the Secretary-General to participate in its relevant
neetings, as well as in its Task Force, and encouragi ng further strengthening
of this collaboration in order to pronote better assistance, protection and
devel opnent strategies for internally displaced persons,

Recalling its resolution 1995/57 of 3 March 1995,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the representative of
the Secretary-General on internally displaced persons (E/ CN 4/1996/52 and

Add. 1 and 2);

2. Al so takes note with interest of the conpilation and anal ysis of
I egal norms submitted by the representative of the Secretary-General, which
concludes, in particular, that present international |aw provides sufficient
protection for nost of the specific needs of the internally displaced,
al t hough inportant areas of insufficient |egal protection exist;

3. Commends the representative of the Secretary-CGeneral for the
activities undertaken so far, despite the linited resources available to him
and for the catalytic role he continues to play to raise the |evel of
consci ousness about the plight of internally displaced persons;
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4, Al so commends the representative of the Secretary-Ceneral for his
efforts to pronote a conprehensive strategy for better protection, assistance
and devel oprent for internally displaced persons;

5. Encourages the representative of the Secretary-General through
conti nuous di al ogue with Governnents and all intergovernnmental and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons concerned to continue his analysis of the
causes of internal displacenent, the needs of those displaced, neasures of
prevention and ways to strengthen protection, assistance and solutions for the
internally displaced, taking into account specific situations;

6. Wl cones the specific attention paid by the representative of the
Secretary-General to the protection and assi stance needs of wonen and chil dren
in accordance with the relevant objectives in the Beijing Declaration and
Platformfor Action (A/ CONF.177/20) and encourages himto continue to address
t hese needs;

7. Enphasi zes the need for better inplenentation of existing
international |law applicable to internally displaced persons;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to publish the conpilation and
analysis of legal nornms prepared by his representative and to disseminate it
wi del y;

9. Calls upon the representative of the Secretary-General to continue,
on the basis of his conpilation and analysis of |egal norms, to develop an
appropriate franework in this regard for the protection of internally
di spl aced persons and to report thereon to the Conmission at its fifty-third
sessi on;

10. Calls upon all Governnments to continue to facilitate the activities
of the representative of the Secretary-Ceneral, encourages themto give
serious consideration to inviting himto visit their countries so as to enabl e
himto study and analyse nmore fully the issues involved, and thanks those
Covernnents that have al ready done so;

11. Invites Governnments to give due consideration, in dialogue with the
representative of the Secretary-General, to his reconmendati ons and
suggestions and to nake avail able informati on on neasures taken thereon;

12. Expresses appreciation to those Governments and i ntergovernment a
and non-governnental organizations whi ch have provi ded assi stance and
protection to internally displaced persons and have supported the work of the
representative of the Secretary-CGeneral

13. Encourages the representative of the Secretary-General and the
United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Hunan Rights, as well as the
United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees, the United Nations Devel opnent
Programe, the Departnent for Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, the
International Conmittee of the Red Cross and all other relevant hunanitarian
assi stance and devel opnent organi zations to strengthen their cooperation
further;
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14. Calls upon these organi zati ons and agencies to develop, in
cooperation with the representative of the Secretary-Ceneral, the setting up
of a nore conprehensive and coherent system of data collection on the
situation and protection of internally displaced persons;

15. Urges these organi zations to establish, in particular through
the Inter-Agency Standing Comrittee and its Task Force on Internally
Di spl aced Persons, frameworks of cooperation with the representative of the
Secretary-General in order to provide all possible support to himin the
i mpl ementation of his progranme of activities, in particular by nonitoring and
identifying situations of internal displacenment and bringing themto his
attention, supporting tinmely intercessions and dial ogue with authorities,
ensuring timely and effective response by the appropriate agencies, and
assisting in foll owup neasures to his recommendati ons and suggesti ons;

16. Calls upon the representative of the Secretary-General and regi ona
i ntergovernnental organizations, such as the Organization of African Unity,
the Organi zation of American States and the Organi zation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, to intensify their cooperation with a view to enhancing
their support for the representative of the Secretary-General and
strengthening their initiatives to facilitate, through regi onal approaches,
assistance to and protection of internally displaced persons;

17. Wl cones the attention paid by rel evant rapporteurs, working
groups, experts and treaty bodies to issues of internal displacenment, and
calls upon themto continue to seek information on situations which have
al ready created or could create internal displacenent and to include rel evant
i nformati on and recomendati ons thereon in their reports and to nmake them
avail able to the representative of the Secretary-Ceneral

18. Calls upon the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Hunan Rights to
devel op projects, in cooperation with Governnents, relevant internationa
organi zations and the representative of the Secretary-Ceneral, to pronote the
human rights of internally displaced persons, as part of the programe of
advi sory services and technical cooperation

19. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide his representative,
fromw thin existing resources, with all necessary assistance to carry
out his mandate effectively, and encourages the representative of the
Secretary-General to continue to seek the contribution of |ocal, national and
regional institutions;

20. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-third session.

53rd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. |X]
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1996/53. Right to freedom of opinion and expression
The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the Universal Declaration of Hunman Rights, which affirms the
right to freedom of opinion and expression

M ndf ul of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
which reaffirns, inits article 19, the right of everyone to hold opinions
without interference, as well as the right to freedom of expression, including
the freedomto seek, receive and inpart information and ideas of all Kinds,
regardl ess of frontiers, either orally, in witing or in print, in the form of
art or through any other nedia of their choice,

M ndful also that the International Covenant on Gvil and Politica
Rights also states that the exercise of the right to freedom of expression
carries with it special duties and responsibilities and may therefore be
subject to certain restrictions, but that these should be only such as
provi ded by |l aw and are necessary for the respect of the rights and
reputations of others, or for the protection of national security or public
order (ordre public) or of public health or norals,

M ndful further that the International Covenant on Cvil and Politica
Ri ghts states that any propaganda for war or any advocacy of national, racial
or religious hatred that constitutes incitenent to discrimnation, hostility
or violence shall be prohibited by |aw,

M ndful of the need to ensure that unjustified invocation of nationa
security to restrict the right to freedom of expression and infornmati on does
not take pl ace,

Consi dering the pronotion and protection of the rights to freedom of
opi nion and expression, including the right to seek, receive and inpart
information, as well as the rights to peaceful assenbly and association, to be
essential to popular participation in decision-nmaking processes and to the
realization of all rights set forth in international human rights instrunments,

Enphasi zi ng that individuals working in the field of social devel oprment
can play a useful role in pronoting popul ar participation by the expression of
views and information related to the decision-naki ng process,

Recalling its resolution 1993/45 of 5 March 1993, in which it decided to
appoi nt a special rapporteur on the pronotion and protection of the right to
freedom of opinion and expression with a specific mandate, as well as
subsequent resolutions in which the Conmi ssion took action on his reports,

Recalling also the reports and final conclusions and reconmendati ons on
the right to freedom of opinion and expression subnmitted to the Sub-Conmi ssion
on Prevention of Discrinination and Protection of Mnorities at its
forty-second, forty-third and forty-fourth sessions by the Specia
Rapporteurs, M. Louis Joinet and M. Danilo Turk (E/ CN. 4/Sub.?2/1990/11
E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1991/ 9 and E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1992/9 and Add. 1),
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Taki ng note of the report of the Special Rapporteur and the reference
therein to the Johannesburg Principles on National Security, Freedom of
Expression and Access to Information adopted by a group of experts nmeeting in
South Africa on 1 Cctober 1995 which are annexed to that report
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 39),

Considering that the effective pronotion and protection of the hunan
rights of persons who exercise the right to freedom of opinion and expression
are of fundanental inportance to the safeguardi ng of human dignity,

Considering also that the right to freedom of opinion and expression is
interrelated with and enhances the exercise of all other human rights,

Deeply concerned by numerous reports of detention of, as well as
di scrimnation, threats and acts of violence and harassnent, including
persecution and intimdation, against professionals in the field of
information, including journalists, editors, witers and authors, translators,
publ i shers, broadcasters, printers and distributors,

Taki ng note of the need to rai se awareness about the |inkages between the
nmedi a, including nodern tel ecomunications technology and the right to freedom
of expression and information, mndful of provisions of relevant instrunments,

Wl com ng the agreed conclusion on wonen and the nmedi a adopted by the
Conmi ssion on the Status of W nen on 20 March 1996,

Deeply concerned that for wonen in all parts of the world there exists a
gap between the right to freedom of opinion and expression and the effective
pronoti on and protection of that right and that this contributes to the
under-reporting of incidents of discrinination based on sex and i nadequate
action by Governnments to investigate and take appropriate renedial action in
response to these incidents,

1. Wl cones the report of the Special Rapporteur on the pronotion and
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression (E CN 4/1996/ 39
and Add.1 and 2), and recalls his conclusion in his report to the Conmi ssion
at its fifty-first session that freedom of expression is a fundanental right,

t he enjoynent of which illustrates in nmany ways the degree of enjoynent of all
human rights enshrined in the International Bill of Human R ghts;
2. Not es that the Special Rapporteur recognized in his first report

(E/CN. 4/ 1994/ 33) the need to cooperate with other special rapporteurs, special
representatives, independent experts, working groups and other United Nations
nmechani sns and procedures in the field of human rights, and encourages the
Speci al Rapporteur to continue his efforts in this regard;

3. Expresses its concern at the inadequate resources, both human and
material, provided to the Special Rapporteur, particularly in the Iight of the
i nformation contained in his latest report, stating that the situation has
becone nore acute in view of the substantially |arger nunber of allegations he
has received (E/ CN 4/1996/39, para. 6), and accordingly reiterates its request
to the Secretary-General to provide, fromwthin existing overal
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United Nations resources, all the assistance necessary to the Speci al
Rapporteur to fulfil his mandate effectively, in particular by strengthening
the human and naterial resources placed at his disposal;

4, Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to consider ways of publicizing,
particularly within the framework of the information activities of the Centre
for Hunman Rights and the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Education, the
wor k of the Special Rapporteur, as well as recomendati ons nmade by him

5. Expresses its concern at the extensive occurrence of detention of,
as well as discrinmnation, threats and acts of viol ence and harassnent,
i ncl udi ng persecution and intinidation, directed at, persons who exercise the
right to freedom of opinion and expression and the intrinsically linked rights
to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, of peaceful assenbly and
freedom of association and the right to take part in the conduct of public
affairs as affirmed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

6. Al so expresses its concern at the extensive occurrence in many
parts of the world of detention of, as well as discrinination, threats and

acts of violence and harassnent, including persecution and intimdation,
directed at, persons who seek to pronote and defend these rights and freedons;

7. Enphasi zes that professionals in the field of information play a
major role in the pronotion and protection of freedom of opinion and
expression, and expresses in this regard its deep concern at the nunerous
reports received by the Special Rapporteur of detention of, as well as
di scrimnation, threats and acts of violence and harassnent, including
persecution and intimdation, directed at, such professionals, including
journalists, editors, witers and authors, translators, publishers,
broadcasters, printers and distributors;

8. Expresses its concern at the nunber of cases of arbitrary detention
ordered follow ng the exercise of rights protected by article 19 of the
International Covenant on Gvil and Political R ghts and by other rel evant
human rights instrunents concerning the right to freedom of opinion and
expr essi on;

9. Wl cones the rel ease of persons detained for exercising these
rights and freedons, and encourages further progress in this regard;

10. Urges the Special Rapporteur, within the franework of his nandate,
to draw the attention of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
to those situations regarding freedom of opinion and expression which are of
particularly serious concern to the Special Rapporteur, and encourages the
United Nations H gh Conmissioner for Human Rights, within his mandate, to take
into account reports in this regard in the context of his activities to
pronote and protect human rights, with a view to preventing the occurrence and
recurrence of human rights violations;

11. Invites the Special Rapporteur to pay particular attention to the

situation of women and the relationship between the effective pronotion and
protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression and incidents of
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di scrimnation based on sex, creating obstacles for wonen with regard to their
right to seek, receive and inpart information, and to consider how these
obstacl es inpede the ability of wonmen to nake informed choices in areas of
particular inmportance to them as well as in areas related to the genera

deci si on- maki ng processes in the societies in which they live;

12. Invites relevant United Nations bodies, nechani sns and procedures
of the Conmmi ssion on Hunman Rights, the Conmittee on the Elimnation of
Di scrimnati on agai nst Wren and i ndependent expert bodies, within their
mandates, further to exam ne violations of the right to freedom of opinion and
expression froma gender perspective, in cooperation with the Conmi ssion on
the Status of Whnen, as al so recomended by that Conmission in its agreed
concl usi ons on wonen and the nedia of 20 March 1996;

13. Appeals to all States to ensure respect and support for the rights
of all persons who exercise the right to freedom of opinion and expression
the rights to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, peaceful assenbly
and association and the right to take part in the conduct of public affairs or
who seek to pronmote and defend these rights and freedons and, where any
persons have been detai ned, subjected to violence or threats of violence and
to harassnent, including persecution and intimdation, solely for exercising
these rights as laid down in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
I nternational Covenant on CGivil and Political R ghts and other rel evant hunan
rights instrunents, to take the appropriate steps to ensure the i medi ate
cessation of these acts and to create conditions under which these acts nmay be
less liable to occur;

14. Al so appeals to all States to ensure that persons seeking to
exerci se these rights and freedons are not discrimnnated against, particularly
in such areas as enpl oynent, housing and social services, and in this context
to pay particular attention to the situation of wonen

15. Once again invites the working groups, representatives and the
speci al rapporteurs of the Comm ssion on Human Rights to pay attention, within
the framework of their mandates, to the situation of persons detained,
subj ected to violence, ill-treated or discrimnated against for having
exercised the right to freedom of opinion and expression as affirned in the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Cvil and
Political Rights and other relevant human rights instrunents;

16. Urges all Governments to cooperate with and assist the Specia
Rapporteur in the performance of his tasks and to provide all information
necessary in order to permit himfully to carry out his mandate;

17. Again invites the Special Rapporteur, in his next report, to
devel op further his comentary on the right to seek and receive information
and to expand on his observations arising from conmunicati ons;

18. Requests the Special Rapporteur to subnmit to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session a report covering the activities relating to his mandate;

19. Deci des that the mandate of the Special Rapporteur should be
renewed for a period of three years;
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20. Al so decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-third session.

53rd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIII.]

1996/ 54. Situation of human rights in Canbodia

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the purposes and principles enbodied in the Charter of the
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
I nternational Covenants on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling the Agreenent on a Conprehensive Political Settlenment of the
Canbodi a Conflict signed in Paris on 23 Cctober 1991, including Part 111
relating to human rights,

Recal I i ng Commi ssion on Hunman Ri ghts resol ution 1995/55 of 3 March 1995,
General Assenmbly resolution 50/178 of 22 Decenber 1995 and previ ous rel evant
resol utions, including Commi ssion on Human R ghts resol ution 1993/6 of
19 February 1993, in which it requested the Secretary-Ceneral to appoint
a special representative in Canbodia, and the subsequent appoi ntrment of a
speci al representative,

Bearing in nmind the role and responsibilities of the United Nations
and the international comunity in the process of the rehabilitation and
reconstructi on of Canbodi a,

Recogni zing that the tragic recent history of Canbodia requires specia
neasures to ensure the pronotion and protection of the human rights of al
peopl e in Canbodi a and the non-return to the policies and practices of the
past, as stipulated in the Agreement signed in Paris on 23 Cctober 1991

Conmrendi ng the continued operation in Canbodia of the office of the
Centre for Human Ri ghts,

Wl conming the understandi ng reached between the Special Envoy of the
Secretary-Ceneral and the Government of Canbodia in May 1995 regarding
i ncreased consul tati ons between the Centre for Human Rights and the Gover nnent
of Canbodi a,

1. Requests the Secretary-General, through his Special Representative
for human rights in Canbodia, in collaboration with the Centre for Human
Rights, to assist the Governnent of Canbodia in ensuring the protection of the
human rights of all people in Canbodia and to ensure adequate resources, from
wi thin existing resources, for the enhanced functioning of the operationa
presence in Canbodia of the Centre for Human Ri ghts;
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2. Wl cones the report of the Secretary-General on the role of the
Centre for Human Rights in assisting the Governnent and people of Canbodi a
in the pronotion and protection of human rights (E/ CN. 4/1996/92);

3. Al so wel cones the continuing role of the United Nations
H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights in the pronotion and protection of human
rights in Canbodia and the signing of a nenorandum of understanding with the
CGovernment of Canbodia to allow the office of the Centre for Human Ri ghts
to continue operating for the next two years and to nmaintain its technica
cooperation progranmes;

4, Conmends the work of the forner Special Representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral, M. Mchael Kirby, in pronoting and protecting human rights
i n Canmbodi a;

5. Takes note with appreciation of the |atest report of the Specia
Representative on the situation of human rights in Canbodi a (E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 93),

and endorses his recommendati ons and concl usions, including those ained at
ensuring the independence of the judiciary and the establishnent of the rule
of law, good governance, freedom of expression and the pronotion of an

ef fective functioning multi-party denocracy;

6. Wl cones the appoi ntnment by the Secretary-CGeneral of
M. Thomas Hanmar berg as his new Special Representative;

7. Requests the Special Representative, in collaboration with the
of fice in Canbodia of the Centre for Hunman Rights, to continue his eval uation
of the extent to which the reconmendati ons made by the Special Representative
in his report, and those contained in his previous reports, are followed up
and i npl enent ed;

8. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide all necessary resources,
fromwi thin the regular budget of the United Nations, to enable the Special
Representative to continue to fulfil his tasks expeditiously;

9. Wl cones the efforts nade by the Governnment of Canbodia to pronote
and protect human rights, in particular in the area of human rights education
and the essential area of creating a functioning systemof justice, urges that
efforts continue in this area, and encourages the Government to inprove the
conditions of prisons;

10. Not es that communal el ections are due to be held in 1997 and
Nati onal Assenmbly elections in 1998, and strongly urges the CGovernnent of
Canbodi a to pronote and uphold the effective functioning of nulti-party
denocracy, including the right to formpolitical parties, stand for election
take part freely in a representative Governnent and freedom of expression, in
accordance with the principles set out in paragraphs 2 and 4 of annex 5 to the
Agreenent signed in Paris on 23 Cctober 1991

11. Calls upon the Government of Canbodia to investigate cases of
vi ol ence and intimidation directed against political parties and their
supporters, as well as against nmedia personnel and offices, and to bring
to justice those responsible;
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12. Expresses grave concern about the atrocities that continue to be
conmitted by the Khmer Rouge, including the taking and killing of hostages
and ot her deplorable incidents detailed in the reports of the Specia
Representati ve

13. Al so expresses grave concern about the serious violations of human
rights as detailed by the Special Representative in his reports, and calls
upon t he Governnent of Canbodia to prosecute, in accordance with due process
of the law and international standards relating to human rights, all those who
have perpetrated human rights viol ations;

14. Expresses particularly grave concern at the coments made by the
Speci al Representative concerning the reluctance of the courts to charge

menbers of the mlitary and other security forces for serious crimna

of fences, and encourages the Governnent of Canbodia to address this problem
which in effect places persons in authority above the principle of equality
before the law, as a matter of urgent priority;

15. Calls upon the Governnment of Canbodia to ensure the full observance
of human rights for all persons within its jurisdiction in accordance with the
I nternational Covenants on Human Ri ghts and other human rights instrunents to
whi ch Canbodia is a party;

16. Recogni zes the seriousness with which the Governnent of Canbodia
has approached the preparation of its initial reports to the relevant treaty
bodi es, and encourages the Government to continue its efforts to neet its
reporting obligations under international human rights instrunents, draw ng
on the assistance of the office in Canbodia of the Centre for Human Ri ghts;

17. Encour ages the Governnent of Canbodia to request the Centre for
Human Rights to provide advice and technical assistance with respect to the
creation of an independent national institution for the pronotion and
protection of human rights;

18. Commends the ongoing efforts of the office in Canbodia of the
Centre for Human Rights in supporting and assisting the CGovernnent of
Canbodi a, as well as assisting non-governnental organizations and others
i nvolved in the pronotion and protection of human rights in cooperation with
t he Governnent of Canbodi a;

19. Wl cones and encourages the efforts of individuals,
non- gover nment al organi zati ons, Governnments and international organizations
i nvol ved in human rights activities in Canbodi a;

20. Notes with appreciation the use by the Secretary-Ceneral of the
United Nations Trust Fund for a Human Ri ghts Educati on Progranme in Canbodi a
to finance the programme of activities of the office in Canbodia of the Centre
for Human Rights as defined in resolutions of the General Assenbly and the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights, and invites Governnents, intergovernnental and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons, foundations and i ndividuals to consider
contributing funds to this Trust Fund;
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21. Requests the Centre for Hunman Rights, in cooperation with the
rel evant specialized agenci es and devel opnent programmes, to devel op and
i mpl enent programres, with the consent and cooperation of the Governnent of
Canbodia, in the priority areas identified by the Special Representative,
payi ng particular attention to wonen, children, disabled persons and
mnorities;

22. Expresses grave concern at the devastating consequences and
destabilizing effects of the indiscrimnate use of anti-personnel |and-m nes
on Canbodi an soci ety, encourages the Government of Canbodia to continue its
support and efforts for the renoval of these mnes, and wel comes the intention
of the Governnment of Canbodia to ban all anti-personnel |and-m nes;

23. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to report to the Conmi ssion on Human
Rights at its fifty-third session on the role of the Centre for Human Rights
in assisting the Governnent and the people of Canbodia in the pronotion and
protection of human rights and on the reconmendati ons nmade by the Speci al
Representative on natters within his nmandate;

24, Decides to continue its consideration of the situation of human
rights in Canbodia at its fifty-third session, under the agenda itementitled
"Advi sory services in the field of human rights".

53rd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVII.]

1996/ 55. Advisory services, technical cooperation and the
Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation in the
Field of Human Ri ghts

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolution 926 (X) of 14 Decenber 1955, in
whi ch the Assenbly established the United Nations progranme of advisory
services in the field of human rights, and Economi ¢ and Soci al Counci
deci si on 1987/147 of 29 May 1987, pursuant to which the Secretary-Cenera
established the Voluntary Fund for Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human
Rights, as well as the |latest resolution of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts on
t he subject, 1995/53 of 3 March 1995,

Recal ling the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action (A/ CONF. 157/ 23)
in which the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts called for an enhanced programe
of advisory services in the field of human rights, as well as for a nore
efficient and transparent managenent of the progranmme,

M ndful of the responsibilities of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner
for Hunman Ri ghts set out in General Assenbly resolution 48/ 141 of
20 Decenber 1993, in particular that of providing, through the Centre for
Human Ri ghts and other appropriate institutions, advisory services and
techni cal cooperation at the request of the State concerned and, where
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appropriate, the regional human rights organizations, with a viewto
supporting actions and programmes in the field of human rights,

Wel comi ng the increasing nunber of requests for advisory services and
techni cal cooperation in the field of human rights as an expression of the
growi ng conmitrment of States to pronote and protect human rights,

Encouraging all States in need of assistance in the field of human rights
to consider maki ng use of the advisory services and techni cal cooperation
being offered at the bilateral, regional or international |evel, provided by
the Centre for Human Ri ghts or other rel evant bodies involved in the field of
human rights within the United Nations systemor by national institutions or
non- gover nment al organi zations, in order to achieve the full enjoyment of all
human rights,

Enphasi zi ng the particular inportance of the devel opnent of assistance in
the field of human rights, including through the assignnent of human rights
field officers, to countries in transition or reconstruction after situations
of arned conflict or internal disturbance, with the consent of the Governnent
concer ned,

Reaffirm ng that the provision of advisory services and technica
cooperation nmay be seen as a conplenent to, but not a substitute for, the
nonitoring and investigating activities of the human rights programe and that
their provision does not reduce a Governnent's responsibility to account for
the human rights situati on and, whenever applicable, would not exenpt it from
noni toring through the various procedures established by the United Nations,

Convi nced that advisory services and technical cooperation in the field
of human rights require close cooperation between United Nations bodies and
speci al i zed agencies active in this field so as to enhance the effectiveness
and efficiency of their respective progranmes and avoi d unnecessary
dupl i cati on,

M ndful that the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, in
accordance with his mandate as established by the General Assenbly in
resol ution 48/ 141, is responsible, inter alia, for the coordination of hunman
rights pronotion and protection activities throughout the United Nations
system

Convi nced, therefore, of the need for the Centre for Human Rights to
assume the functions of focal point and clearing house for inter-agency
coordi nati on on human rights issues with other organizations of the
United Nations system

Reaffirm ng that within the conprehensive programe of advisory services
and techni cal cooperation in the field of human rights, a clear distinction
shoul d be nmade between technical cooperation projects financed under the
Vol untary Fund for Technical Cooperation in the Field of Hunan Ri ghts and
activities under the regular budget of the United Nations, while at the same
ti me close coordination between these activities should be ensured,
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Wl comi ng the nomi nation of a coordinator for the Voluntary Fund for
Techni cal Cooperation in the Field of Human Ri ghts,

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on
advi sory services in the field of human rights, including the Voluntary Fund

for Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human Ri ghts (E/ CN. 4/1996/90), as
wel |l as of the report of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 103) regarding the provision of technical assistance,

1. Reaffirnms that the programre of advisory services and technica
cooperation in the field of human rights should continue to provide, at the
request of Covernments, assistance designed to strengthen national capacities
for the pronotion and protection of all human rights, achieve equality and
strengthen the rule of |aw and denocracy;

2. Wl cones the progress made in the managenent of the progranme of
advi sory services and technical cooperation, notably the efforts nade to
i ntroduce nore efficient procedures and training of staff in the area of
project identification, nmanagenent and evaluation, as well as the progressive
devel opnent of clear objectives, strategies and priorities for the effective
managenment of the programre of advisory services and technical cooperation,
and, in accordance with the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action,
encour ages the Secretary-CGeneral to pursue these efforts further

3. Requests the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to
establish, in connection with activities under the progranme of advisory
services and technical cooperation, a roster of experts and to invite Menber
States to provide relevant information to that end,

4, Requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner to explore yet further the
possibilities offered by cooperation between the Centre for Human Ri ghts and
speci al i zed bodi es and ot her organi zations of the United Nations system as
wel | as non-governmental organi zations, and arrangenments where needs
identified by the Centre are nmet by projects for which such bodies and
organi zations take full responsibility for financing and inplenentation;

5. Encourages in particular the cooperation between the Centre for
Human Rights and the United Nations Devel opnment Programe, with a viewto
integrating, with the advice of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts, projects for
strengt hening hurman rights into the United Nations Devel opnent Programe
activities and carrying out joint projects;

6. Invites conpetent United Nations treaty bodies, special rapporteurs
and representatives, as well as working groups, to continue to include in
their recommendati ons, whenever appropriate, proposals for specific projects
to be realized under the programme of advisory services and technica
cooperation in the field of human rights;

7. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral, in the context of the budgetary
pl anni ng for the biennium 1998-1999, to allocate to the Centre for Human
Ri ghts nore human and financial resources for the enlargenent of the programe
of advisory services and technical cooperation in the field of human rights,
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fromwi thin existing overall United Nations resources and in a nanner
conpati ble with other devel opnent objectives, in order to neet the
substantially increased denmand;

8. Expresses its appreciation to Governnents and non-gover nnent al
organi zations for their contributions to the Voluntary Fund for Technica
Cooperation in the Field of Human Rights, and invites nore Governnents and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons to consider contributing;

9. Enphasi zes that the objective of the Voluntary Fund is to provide
financial support for international cooperation ainmed at building up and
strengt heni ng national and regional institutions and infrastructures which
will have a long-terminpact on inproving the inplenmentation of internationa
conventions and other international standards on human rights;

10. Requests the Secretary-General, in accordance with Part 11,
par agraph 16, of the Vienna Decl aration and Progranme of Action and in
cooperation with the Board of Trustees of the Voluntary Fund as advi sory body,
to ensure nore efficient managenent of the Voluntary Fund, strict and
transparent project managenent rules, periodical evaluations of the programe
and projects, and the dissem nation of evaluation results, including programe
i mpl enentati on and financial accounting reports, as well as to arrange for the
hol di ng of annual information neetings open to all Menber States and
organi zations directly involved in the advisory services and technica
cooperation progranre;

11. Requests the Board of Trustees to exercise its full nandate as
advi sory body to pronote and solicit contributions to the Voluntary Fund and
to continue to assist the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts/the Centre for Human Rights in nonitoring, review ng and inproving
constantly the process of selecting and inplenenting technical cooperation
projects, the conduct of conprehensive needs assessnments and the eval uati on of
ongoi ng and conpl eted projects agai nst the objectives that have been set and
criteria of cost-effectiveness, and invites the Chairman of the Board to
address the Commi ssion;

12. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the necessary
admini strative assistance for the Board, to arrange neetings of the Board and
to ensure that its conclusions are reflected in the annual report to the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights on technical cooperation in the field of human
rights;

13. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to subnmit a report to the
Conmi ssion at its fifty-third session containing an inventory and an anal ysis
of the availability of technical cooperation in the field of human rights from
all sources, both nmultilateral and bilateral, and to request rel evant
i nformati on from such sources
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14. Further requests the Secretary-General to report annually to the
Conmi ssion on Hurman Rights on the progress made in the inplenentation of the
programe of advisory services and technical cooperation in the field of human
rights and on the operation and adninistration of the Voluntary Fund for
Techni cal Cooperation in the Field of Human Ri ghts.

53rd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVII.]

1996/ 56. Assistance to States in strengthening the rule of |aw

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling that, by adopting the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
Menber States have pl edged thensel ves to achieve, in cooperation with the
United Nations, the pronotion of universal respect for and observance of human
ri ghts and fundanental freedons,

Firmy convinced that, as stressed in the Universal Declaration of Hunman
Rights, the rule of lawis an essential factor in the protection of human
ri ghts,

Convi nced al so that through their own national |egal and judicial
systens, States nust provide appropriate civil, crimnal and admnistrative
renedi es for violations of human rights,

Recogni zi ng the inmportance of the role that can be played by the Centre
for Human Rights in supporting national efforts to strengthen the institutions
of the rule of |aw,

Bearing in nmind that, in its resolution 48/ 141 of 20 Decenber 1993, the
Ceneral Assenbly entrusted the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Hunman
Rights with, inter alia, providing, through the Centre for Human Ri ghts and
other appropriate institutions, advisory services and technical and financial
assistance in the field of human rights, enhancing international cooperation
for the pronotion and protection of all human rights and coordinati ng human
rights activities throughout the United Nations system

Recal ling the reconmendation of the Wrld Conference on Hunan Ri ghts that
a conprehensi ve programe be established within the United Nations and under
the coordination of the Centre for Human Rights with a view to hel ping States
in the task of building and strengtheni ng adequate national structures which
have a direct inpact on the overall observance of human rights and the
mai nt enance of the rule of |aw,

Recalling also its resolution 1995/54, of 3 March 1995 and
General Assenbly resolution 50/179 of 22 Decenber 1995

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Secretary-Cenera

to the General Assenbly (A/50/653), submitted in conformity with Assenbly
resol ution 49/194 of 23 Decenber 1994,
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2. Takes note with interest of the proposals contained in the report
of the Secretary-CGeneral for strengthening the programme of advisory services
and technical assistance of the Centre for Human Rights in order to conply
fully with the recommendations of the Wirld Conference on Human Rights
concerni ng assistance to States in strengthening their institutions which
uphol d the rule of |aw,

3. Prai ses the efforts made by the United Nations H gh Conmm ssi oner
for Hunan Ri ghts and the Centre for Hunman Rights to acconplish their
ever-increasing tasks with the linmted financial and personnel resources at
t hei r di sposal

4, Expresses its deep concern at the scarcity of means at the disposa
of the Centre for the fulfilnent of its tasks;

5. Not es that the progranme of advisory services and technica
assi stance does not have assistance funds sufficient to provide any
substantial financial assistance to national projects that have a direct
i mpact on the realization of human rights and the naintenance of the rule of
law in countries that are conmitted to those ends, but which face econonic
har dshi p;

6. Affirms that the H gh Conmi ssioner, with the assistance of the
Centre, remmins the focal point for coordinating systemw de attention for
human rights, denocracy and the rule of |aw

7. Wl cones the consultations and contacts initiated by the
H gh Comnmi ssioner with other rel evant bodi es and progranmes of the
United Nations systemaimng at the enhancenent of inter-agency coordination
and cooperation in providing assistance for the strengthening of the rule of
| aw;

8. Encour ages the H gh Conm ssioner to pursue these consultations,
taking into account the need to explore new synergies wth other organs and
agenci es of the United Nations systemwi th a view to obtaining increased
financial assistance for human rights and the rule of |aw

9. Requests the Hi gh Conmissioner in this respect to continue to
explore the possibilities of obtaining fromall relevant institutions of the
United Nations system including financial institutions, acting within their
mandat es, technical and financial nmeans to strengthen the capacity of the
Centre to provide assistance to national projects aining at the realization of
human rights and the nmai ntenance of the rule of |aw

10. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to subnit a report to the
General Assenmbly at its fifty-first session on the results of the contacts
establ i shed in accordance with paragraph 9 above, as well as on any ot her
devel opnents pertaining to the inplenentati on of the above-nenti oned
reconmendati on of the Wrld Conference on Hunan Ri ghts.

53rd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVII.]
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1996/ 57. Assistance to Somalia in the field of hunan rights

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Human Ri ghts and ot her relevant hunman rights instrunents,

Recalling its resolution 1995/56 of 3 March 1995, in which it requested
t he i ndependent expert to study ways and neans of how best to inplenent, at
the earliest possible date, a programe of advisory services for Sonalia, upon
request, inter alia through the contributions of agencies and progranmres of
the United Nations currently in the field, aimed at re-establishing respect
for human rights and the rule of |aw and strengthening the police and the
judicial and prison systenms in Somalia, in a manner consistent with
internationally accepted crimnal justice standards,

Noting with concern that the breakdown of governnental authority in
Sonal i a has exacerbated the grave situation of human rights in the country,

Wel coming all efforts ained at inproving the humanitarian situation in
Sonmal i a, such as those of agencies and programmes of the United Nations, other
humani tari an organi zati ons and non-governmental organizations,

Recogni zi ng that the people of Somalia have the principal responsibility
for their national reconciliation process and that they are the ones to decide
freely on their political, econom ¢ and social systens,

Noting with appreciation the efforts aimed at encouragi ng a peacefu
political solution to the crisis, in particular those of neighbouring
countries and the Organi zation of African Unity,

Appreciating, in this respect, the role of organizations such as the
Organi zation of the Islanmic Conference and the League of Arab States,

Affirm ng the need for a peaceful process |eading to the disarmnent of
factions, political reconciliation and the re-establishment of effective
government committed to the pronotion and protection of human rights,

Deeply concerned at reports of arbitrary and sunmary executions, torture
and other cruel, inhuman or degradi ng treatment or puni shnent, viol ence
agai nst wonen and chil dren and attacks agai nst hunmanitarian personnel and at
t he absence of an effective judicial systemessential to ensure the right to a
fair trial in accordance with international standards,

Depl oring continued attacks, acts of reprisal, abductions and other acts
of violence committed against United Nations personnel, personnel of other
humani t ari an organi zati ons and non-governnmental organi zati ons and
representatives of the international nedia in Sonalia, sonetines resulting in
serious injury or death,

Recogni zi ng the negative inpact the current situation is having on
nei ghbouring countries, in particular through refugee outfl ows,
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Noting that under the prevailing circunstances, it has been extrenely
difficult for the independent expert to fulfil his mandate as envi si oned by
t he Conmi ssi on,

Bel i eving none the less that the Centre for Human Rights should be in a
position, through its programe of advisory services and technical assistance,
to reinforce any positive political devel opnents in Sonalia by providing
assi stance, including to the police and the judicial and penal systens as well
as to other institutions for the pronotion and protection of human rights,

1. Takes note of the report of the independent expert
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 14) ;

2. Calls upon all parties to the conflict in Somalia to work towards a
peaceful solution to the crisis;

3. Strongly urges all parties in Somalia to respect human rights and
humanitarian law, to apply crimnal justice standards and to protect
United Nations personnel, hunmanitarian relief workers and representatives of
the international nedia;

4, Requests the independent expert to report to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session within his mandate;

5. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide adequate resources, from
within the regul ar budget of the United Nations, to fund the activities of the
i ndependent expert and the Centre for Human Rights, and invites CGovernments
and organi zations in a position to do so to respond positively to requests by
the Secretary-CGeneral for assistance in the inplenmentation of the present
resol uti on;

6. Deci des to continue consideration of the question at its
fifty-second session under the item"Advisory services in the field of human
rights".

53rd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVII.]

1996/ 58. Situation of human rights in Haiti

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the principles enbodied in the Charter of the United Nations,
t he Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the International Covenants on
Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have the obligation to pronote hunan

rights and to fulfil the obligations they have undertaken under the various
instruments in this field,
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Recalling its resolutions 1994/80 of 9 March 1994 and 1995/ 70 of
8 March 1995, and the rel evant resol utions adopted by the CGeneral Assenbly at
its fiftieth session,

Having in mnd the report (E/ CN 4/1996/94) of the independent expert,
M. Adama Di eng, appointed to consider the devel opnent of the human rights
situation in Haiti and to verify conpliance by that country with its
obligations in that field, and the reconmendati ons contai ned therein

Condemmi ng again the cruel and systematic violations of human rights
experi enced by the Haitian people under the de facto regi ne endured
until 1994, from whose negative effects the country is still suffering,

Recogni zing the efforts nade by the international conmunity, through the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, the Secretary-General of the
Organi zation of Anerican States and the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations for Haiti, to re-establish the
denocratic institutions in Haiti

Awar e that, although the human rights situation in Haiti has inproved
consi derably since the resunption of office, in Cctober 1994, by its
legitimate President, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, it is incunbent on the
i nternational community to observe closely developnents in Haiti and, in
particular, the situation of human rights and fundanmental freedons,

Wl conming warmy the holding in Haiti, during 1995, of free and
denocratic legislative, municipal and presidential elections,

Acknowl edgi ng the work done by the International Gvilian Mssion to
Haiti, and by the National Commi ssion for Truth and Justice, in the field of
the diffusion of denocracy and respect for human rights,

Concerned, neverthel ess, at the continued occurrence of specific abuses
of human rights and at the persistence of flagrant shortconings in the areas
of the administration of justice and poli cing,

Consi dering that the support of the international conmunity, especially
t hrough adequate technical and financial assistance, is essential for the nore
ef fective devel opnent of the efforts of the Government and people of Haiti to
pronote the realization of freedomand human rights,

Wl coming warmy the request of the Governnent of Haiti for technica
assi stance and advi sory services in the field of human rights by the Centre
for Hunman R ghts,

Recei ving favourably the invitation to visit Haiti addressed by the
Covernment of Haiti to the Conmmi ssion's Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst
wonen,

1. Expresses its thanks to the Secretary-Ceneral and his Speci al

Representative for the work done with a view to consolidating the denocratic
institutions in Haiti and respect for human rights in that country;
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2. Wl cones the extension, by the General Assenbly in
resol ution 50/86 B of 4 April 1996, of the nmandate of the Internationa
Cvilian Mssion to Haiti;

3. Takes note with gratitude of the report (E/ CN. 4/1996/94) of
M. Adanma Di eng, independent expert of the Conm ssion on Human Rights on the

situation of human rights in Haiti, and of the conclusions and reconmendati ons
contai ned therein;

4, Wl cones the efforts initiated by the Haitian authorities to
pronote denocratization, anong which nmust be included the successful conduct
of denocratic elections to Congress, the nunicipal councils and the office of
Presi dent of the Republic;

5. Acknowl edges the favourabl e approach taken by the Governnent of
Haiti towards the establishment and devel opnent of institutions ained at the
pronotion and protection of human rights and fundanental freedons, in
accordance with the international instruments on this question

6. Expresses its concern at recent acts of violence, in particular
assassi nati ons of possibly political origin and cases of personal reprisals,
and expresses its hope that such acts will be properly investigated;

7. Urges the Governnment of Haiti to continue and intensify the ongoing
process of judicial reform especially through the nodernization of civi
| egi slation, the training of judges and government comm ssioners, and the
teaching of international humanitarian | aw and human rights;

8. Wl cones the establishment of the progranme of technica
cooperation prepared by the Centre for Hunman Rights, ained at strengthening
institutional capacity in the field of human rights, particularly in the areas
of legislative reform training of justice administration personnel and human
ri ghts educati on;

9. Requests, to this end, the Secretary-General, through the
H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights and the Centre for Human Rights, to take
appropriate steps to ensure, fromwthin existing resources, financial and
human resources for the inplenentation of that progranme;

10. Requests the independent expert to report to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session on the devel opment of the hunman rights situation in Haiti
and on the initiation of the technical cooperation programe in the area of
hurman rights;

11. Urges the Government of Haiti to create favourable conditions for
t he execution of programmes ained at the reconstruction and devel opnent of
Haiti, and calls on the international community to extend its fullest
col l aboration to that end, through the inplenentation of internationa
programmes of assistance;
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12. Expresses its support for the work done by the National Comm ssion
for Truth and Justice, with the cooperation of the International Cvilian
M ssion to Haiti, with regard to the investigation of past human rights
abuses, and urges the Governnent of Haiti to inplenment its recomrendati ons;

13. Invites the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonen to give
favourabl e consideration to the invitation by the Government of Haiti to visit
the country, with the support of the United Nations Popul ati on Fund;

14. Deci des to continue consideration of this question at its
fifty-third session, under the itementitled "Advisory services in the field
of human rights".

53rd neeting
19 April 1996
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. XVII.]

1996/ 59. Assistance to GQuatenmala in the field of human rights

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the principles enbodied in the Charter of the United Nations,
t he Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenants on
Human Ri ghts,

Reiterating that the Governnments of all Menber States have an obligation
to pronote and protect human rights and fundanmental freedons, even under
exceptional circunstances,

Recalling its resolution 1995/51 of 3 March 1995,

Taking i nto account Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities resolution 1995/7 of 18 August 1995,

Havi ng consi dered the reports of the Wrking Goup on Enforced or
I nvol untary Di sappearances (E/ CN. 4/1996/38 and Add.1) and the Speci al
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions (E CN. 4/1996/4),

Havi ng consi dered also the report of the independent expert,
Ms. Mnica Pinto (E/ CN. 4/1996/15), and studi ed the concl usions and
reconmendati ons contai ned therein,

Taking into account the four reports submtted by the United Nations
M ssion for the Verification of Human Rights and of Conpliance with the
Conmitments of the Conprehensive Agreenent on Human Rights in
CQuatenmala (M NUGUA) to the Secretary-Ceneral,

Taking note with satisfaction of the legal and institutional reforns
undertaken by the previous CGovernment, as well as the nmeasures adopted by the

new Governnent, such as the dism ssal of sonme high-ranking military officers
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and a | arge nunber of nenbers of the security forces, with a view to conbating
i mpuni ty and guaranteeing full enjoynent of human rights and fundamental
freedons for everyone in Quatenal a,

Concer ned neverthel ess by the fact that, despite those reforns, there
continue to be serious human rights violations in Guatenmala, attributed to
nmenbers of the armed forces and security forces and to the so-called voluntary
civil self-defence conmittees, whereas it cannot be affirmed that those
violations are a consequence of an existing policy of the current Governnent
systematically to violate human rights,

Concerned also by the fact that situations of inpunity continue to exist
and that, in cases of human rights violations, there has not been sufficient
progress in the investigations and/or judicial proceedings,

Regretting the human rights violations, narginalization and centuries-old
di scrimnation that have been suffered by the indi genous popul ations in
Quat enal a,

Regretting also that the process of the return of refugees and the
resettl enment of displaced persons has encountered serious problens, in
particul ar the massacre in the community of "Aurora, 8 de octubre" in Xaman,
muni ci pality of Chisec, on 5 Cctober 1995, which constitutes the nost
significant violation of the human rights of returnees in CGuatenmala, and
recogni zi ng the neasures taken by the Governnent of Cuatenala which resulted
in the soldiers involved being brought to trial before the conpetent civi
judge, the dismissal of the |ocal detachnment conmander and the resignation of
the M nister of Defence,

Consi dering that the econonmic and social situation continues to have
serious consequences for the great majority of the population, particularly
for the indi genous peoples of Guatemal a and the nost vul nerabl e sectors of
Guat enmal an society,

Taking note with great satisfaction of the historic Agreement on ldentity
and Ri ghts of I|ndigenous Peoples, signed in Mexico Gty on 31 March 1995

bet ween the Governnent of Quatenal a and the Uni dad Revol uci onari a Naci ona
Quatemal teca (URNG ,

Recogni zing with satisfaction the decision of the previous Governnent of
CQuatemal a to suspend obligatory military service and to order the

denobi lization of the paramlitary officers (com sionados mlitares),

Recogni zi ng the inmportance of the general elections which were held in
Novermber 1995 and January 1996, with the participation, for the first tinme
since 1950, of sectors that had been traditionally marginalized fromthe
political life of the country, and which led to the inauguration of a new
Governnent on 14 January 1996, to the formation of a Congress and to the
installation of new | ocal governnents which are nore representative of the
i nterests of the popul ation
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Encouraged by the fact that the new Governnent of Guatenala has given
i medi ate attention to various problens related to violations of human rights
and to inmpunity, as well as to continuity in the process of negotiation in an
effort to establish a firmand | asting peace,

Equal |y encouraged by the fact that the Government of Guatenala and the
URNG General Conmmand have restarted the process of negotiation, with the
intention of resolving the remaini ng substantive issues in the shortest
possible tinme in order to end that process with the signing of a firm and
| asting peace agreement within the current year

Even nore encouraged by the declaration of the URNG General Comand,
on 19 March 1996, on the tenporary suspension of offensive mlitary
operations, attacks on garrisons, detachnments and nmilitary installations and
t he depl oynment of troops on the roads, and by the correspondi ng decl arati on of
t he Governnent of Guatemala, on 20 March 1996, issuing instructions to the
arnmy of CGuatemala to cease their counter-insurgent operations and undertake
solely those activities prescribed by their constitutional nandate,

Recogni zi ng the inmportance of the role played in these negotiations by
t he noderat or appointed by the Secretary-General, of the participation of the
G oup of Friendly Countries conposed of Col onbia, Spain, the United States
of Anerica, Mexico, Norway and Venezuel a, and of the val uable contributions of
the Cvil-Society Assenbly, on the terns established in the Framework
Agr eenent

Al so recogni zing the positive role played by M NUGUA for the benefit of
t he peace process in carrying out its work of verifying the human rights
situation and conpliance with the Commitnments of the Conprehensive Agreenent
on Human Ri ghts,

Considering that it is necessary for the international community to
continue to keep the human rights situation in Guatemal a under review and to
provi de advisory services in the field of human rights to the Government and
to non-governmental organizations, as well as technical and financial
assi stance for both, with the aimof pronoting full respect for human rights
and fundanental freedons and supporting the efforts of the Governnent and
peopl e of Guatenala to that end,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the independent
expert and the concl usions and recomendati ons contai ned therein

(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 15) ;

2. Expresses its gratitude to the Governnment of Guatemala for the
facilities and cooperation afforded to the independent expert in the
fulfilnment of her mandate;

3. Takes note of the reports that M NUGUA has produced on the
activities it has carried out in Guatenmala since it began its work
on 21 Novenber 1994, thanking the Governnment of Guaternal a and the Uni dad
Revol uci onari a Naci onal Guatenalteca for the cooperation they gave the M ssion
to assist it in the performance of its functions;
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4, Recogni zes the efforts nade by the CGovernnment of Guatenal a and
encourages it to apply the necessary urgent neasures to consolidate denocratic
institutions and to pronote and protect human rights and fundamental freedons,
taking i nto account the recomendati ons of the independent expert and the
contributions of M NUGUA

5. Regrets that, notwi thstanding these efforts, serious violations of
hurman rights persist, particularly violations of the right to life and threats
and intimdation against the physical integrity of individuals, attributed
mainly to nmenbers of the armed forces and security forces and to the so-called
voluntary civil self-defence committees

6. Urges both parties, the Governnment of CGuatenala and the Unidad
Revol uci onari a Naci onal Quatenalteca, to respect the applicable rules of
i nternational humanitarian lawin the internal arned conflict and to refrain
fromany activities which mght endanger the rights of Guatemal ans, in
particul ar of the persons specially protected by international humanitarian
[ aw, and which might affect the physical security of the civilian popul ation
and that of their property;

7. Exhorts the Governnent of Cuatenala to continue to adopt and apply
the necessary |egal and political nmeasures to strengthen the i ndependence of
the judiciary and respect for its nmenbers and its decisions, as well as the
full application of the rule of |aw

8. Al so exhorts the Governnment of Cuatermala to intensify
i nvestigations enabling all those responsible for violations of human rights
to be identified and brought to justice, to provide conpensation for the
victinms of such violations within a legal franework, to ensure that the
judicial systemcan operate with due protection being afforded to judges,
i nvestigators, witnesses and relatives of victins, and to facilitate the
activities of organizations, both official and non-governmental, concerned
with the pronotion and protection of human rights;

9. Requests the Governnment of Cuatemmla, taking into account the
recomendati ons nmade by the independent expert, to pronote all rel evant
| egislative refornms pertaining to nilitary tribunals, so that violations of
human rights commtted by nenbers of the arnmed forces of Guatenal a are
excluded fromtheir jurisdiction

10. Takes note with satisfaction of the initial actions of the
Governnent of Cuatennl a designed to ensure that all authorities, including the
arnmed forces and security forces, fully respect human rights and fundanent al
freedons, and encourages it to continue strengthening the civilian authorities
to ensure that those deci sions are respected,

11. Exhorts the Governnent of Guatenmala, within the framework of its
general human rights policy, to continue to apply the independent expert's
recomendations, in particular those relating to a police systemanswerable to
the civilian authorities, and takes note of the declaration nmade by the
M ni ster of Defence regarding respect for the freedom of the voluntary civi
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sel f-defence committees to denobilize - as a nmeans of demilitarizing society
and contributing to the tranquillity of the population in the rural areas,
within the framework of the peace accords;

12. Takes note that despite the I egal and institutional reforns which
the previous CGovernment of Guatemala introduced in the systemfor the
adm ni stration of justice in order to conbat violence and inpunity, these
still persist, and encourages the new Governnment to pay particular attention
to the | egal standards and the content of the Agreement on ldentity and Rights
of I ndigenous Peoples, in order to guarantee the rights and freedons of all
Quat emal ans and, in particular, those of the nmenbers of the indigenous
popul ati ons and of the nost vul nerable sectors of society, and al so takes note
of the initial efforts and measures undertaken by the new CGovernnment to conbat

i mpunity;

13. Expresses its conviction that the pre-eninence of civilian
authority in the national decision-naking process is an indispensable

condition for the consolidation of the rule of law and the full realization of
human rights, and, in that respect, invites the Government to take into
account the independent expert's recommendations to that end and requests it
to continue to contribute towards broadening political participation for al
political groups and all citizens;

14. Recogni zes the positive work done in defence of hunman rights by the
Human Ri ghts Procurator, and exhorts the Governnent to give himsupport and to
guarantee the conditions for the strengthening of his activities, inter alia
t hrough the adoption of |egislative nmeasures to enable himto participate in
proceedings relating to human rights viol ati ons;

15. Exhorts the Governnent of Quatenal a to adopt concrete nmeasures
agai nst extreme poverty that will enable the population to attain better
living standards, giving priority to econom c and soci al devel opnent
programes, and calls on the Governnent of Cuatenmla and the Uni dad
Revol uci onari a Naci onal Guatenmalteca, in the framework of the negotiations on
soci o- econom ¢ aspects and the agrarian situation, bearing in nind the
Agreenent on lIdentity and Rights of |ndigenous Peoples, to find a just
solution to the demands of the Guatemal an people in general and the indi genous
conmunities in particular, as expressed through the appropriate proposal s of
the Cvil-Society Assenbly and other sectors of the popul ation;

16. Takes note of the continuation of the refugee repatriation process,
urges the conpetent authorities to ensure that this process is acconplished
with full consideration for the well-being and dignity of all affected
persons, providing the necessary facilities for their pronpt resettlenment, and
urges the parties concerned to conply strictly with the agreenents reached on
t he subj ect since COctober 1992

17. Urges the Governnment of Guatemala to continue to assist the
civilian popul ation displaced by the internal arned conflict and to facilitate
its resettlenent, on the basis of the reconmendati ons of the Technica
Conmi ssion provided for in the Agreenent on Resettl enent of the Popul ation
Groups Uprooted by the Arned Conflict;
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18. Congratul ates the Government and Congress of Cuatenala on the
ratification of International Labour O ganization Convention No. 169
concerni ng i ndi genous and tribal peoples in independent countries, 1989, and
invites the Governnent to consider ratifying as soon as possible the other
i nternational human rights instruments to which it is not yet a party;

19. Asks the Congress of the Republic to adopt at the earliest possible
date the law regul ating obligatory non-discrimnatory mlitary service, taking
into account, inter alia, the proposals for voluntary civilian service;

20. Expresses its satisfaction at the inplenentation of the electora
process for the posts of President and Vice-President and for the Congress,

the Central Anmerican Parliament and mnunici pal governments, in which
traditionally excluded sectors were able to participate, as well as at the

i nauguration of the new civilian Government, presided over by M. Alvaro Arzu
the installation of a Congress and the initiation of activities by loca
governments which are nore representative of the interests of the people;

21. Al so expresses its satisfaction at the signing of the Agreenment on
Identity and Ri ghts of |ndigenous Peoples on 31 March 1995, at the role played

by MNUGUA in the country and at the resunption of negotiations between the
new Governnent of Quatemal a and the Uni dad Revol uci onari a Naci ona
Quat enal t eca

22. Expresses its satisfaction to the Governnent of Guatemala and to
t he Uni dad Revol uci onari a Naci onal Guatenalteca for the boost given to the
negoti ati ons which seek to achi eve agreenments on the pending itenms on the
agenda, with the correspondi ng nechanisns for verification, and expresses
confidence that the Uni dad Revol uci onaria Naci onal Guatenalteca will maintain
t he suspension of offensive mlitary action and that the arny will naintain
its suspension of counter-insurgency action and undertake sol ely those
activities stipulated for it in the Constitution, in order to secure the
signing of a firmand | asting peace agreenent in the shortest possible ting;

23. Conmends the work of the noderator appointed by the
Secretary-CGeneral, the efforts of the Goup of Friendly Countries to advance
t he peace process in CGuatenal a and the val uabl e contributions of the
Cvil-Society Assenbly;

24. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to increase, within overall existing
resources, advisory services in the field of human rights to the Governnent of
CQuatenmal a and to devel op specific programes w th non-governnent a
or gani zati ons;

25. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to extend the nandate of the
i ndependent expert so that she may continue to exam ne the situation of human
rights in Guatemala, taking into account the work of M NUGUA, provide
assistance to the Governnment in the field of human rights, and submit to the
Conmission at its fifty-third session a report containing, anong other itens,
an eval uation of the measures taken by the Governnent in accordance with the
reconmendati ons nade to it;
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26. Decides to consider at its fifty-third session the report of the
i ndependent expert on the situation of human rights in Guatenala in the
guestion of assistance to CGuatenala in the field of human rights.

53rd neeting

19 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVII.]

1996/ 60. Question of fundanmental trade union and workers' rights
The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling that the Philadel phia Declaration of the General Conference of
the International Labour O ganization of May 1944, inter alia, reaffirns
fundamental and universal tenets, including the freedom of expression and
associ ation, the right of collective bargaining, the principle of
non-di scrim nati on and adequate protection for the life and health of workers,

Recalling also that the Copenhagen Declaration and Programe of Action
(A CONF. 166/ 9), adopted at the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent, held in
Copenhagen in March 1995, contains a conmitnent to safeguard the basic rights
and interests of workers by pronoting respect for the prohibition of forced
and child I abour, the freedom of association, the right to organi ze and
bargai n collectively, and the principle of non-discrimnation as the neans of
achi eving the goal of full enploynent, a basic priority of econom c and socia
pol i ci es,

Recalling further that in the Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action
(A CONF. 177/ 23) the Fourth World Conference on Winen: Action for Equality,
Devel opnent and Peace called on Governnments to pronote wonmen's econom c rights
and i ndependence, including access to enpl oynent, appropriate working
conditions and control over econom c resources, to facilitate wonen's equa
access to resources, enployment, narkets and trade, and to elimnate
occupational segregation and all forns of enploynment discrimnation,

Noting that the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts supported all neasures
by the United Nations and its rel evant specialized agencies to ensure the
ef fective pronotion and protection of workers' rights, and called on al
States to abide fully by their obligations in this regard contained in
i nternational instrunents,

Recal ling that the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts proclainms that
everyone, without discrimination, has the right to work, to free choice of
enpl oynment, to just and favourable conditions of work and to protection
agai nst unenpl oynment, as well as the right to formand to join trade unions
for the protection of his interests,

Recalling also its resolutions 1990/16 of 23 February 1990, 1992/12
of 21 February 1992 and 1994/63 of 4 March 1994, in which it expressed deep
concern that in many countries persons exercising their basic workers' and
trade union rights were subject to serious violations of their fundanmental
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human rights, including their right to life, and appealed to States to ensure
the conditions for the free and full exercise of those basic workers' and
trade union rights,

Regretting that serious violations of basic workers' and trade union
ri ghts have continued since then in nany countries, in some of which those
ri ghts have not been, as of today, legally recognized,

1. Appeal s to States to ensure that conditions are such that al
persons under their jurisdiction can exercise their rights of freedom of
association, to organize and join free and i ndependent trade unions, and to
bargain collectively, within the franework of national legislation that is
consistent with the principles of the Universal Declaration of Hunan Ri ghts
and International Labour Organization conventions;

2. Calls upon States to consider adopting nmeasures to ensure that al
persons have the right to equal pay for equal work, w thout discrimnnation of
any kind, such as race, colour, sex, |language, ethnicity or religion;

3. Also calls upon States to consider taking the necessary initiatives
to secure, if need be, that the right to work is recognized by their
national /federal l|egislation as a human right and to take all possible steps
to secure in practice the realization of that right;

4, Wl cones the | egislative and admini strative steps taken by States
to pronote and protect the rights of workers, elinmnate forced child | abour
eradi cate exploitative child |Iabour and address the issue of child | abour
t hrough education, social support and alternative incone-generating
activities, and calls upon States that have not yet done so to take such
nmeasur es;

5. Calls upon the international community, relevant internationa
institutions and States Menbers of the United Nations to assist and cooperate
wi th countries whi ch have undertaken progranmes to pronote and protect the
rights of workers and the elimination of child | abour

6. Urges States to renove all fornms of discrinination in the workpl ace
and to devel op provisions for healthy and safe workpl aces;

7. Invites States to involve trade union organi zations in the process
of popul ar participation and as part of the consultative process for
formul ati ng governnent policy that affects their econom c and socia
i nterests;

8. Invites States to pronote the spirit of International Labour

Organi zation tripartitismin the fornmulation and inplenentation of government
policy, in particular |abour issues;
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9. Requests all States periodically to exam ne the possibility of
rati fying the international |abour covenants adopted by the Internationa
Labour Organization, inter alia in the fields of trade union freedom of
associ ation, length of the workday, |abour safety and hygi ene, and socia
security.

58th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. V.]

1996/ 61. Contenporary forns of slavery

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Gravely concerned at nodern nanifestations of slavery, the slave trade
and sl avery-like practices,

Recal ling the provisions of the Slavery Convention of 1926, the
Suppl ementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Sl ave Trade and
Institutions and Practices Simlar to Slavery of 1956 and the Convention for
t he Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the
Prostitution of Others of 1949, as well as article 4 of the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights and article 8 of the International Covenant on
Cvil and Political Rights, which provide that no one shall be held in slavery
or servitude,

Recalling its resolutions on the reports of the Wrking Goup on
Contenporary Forms of Slavery of the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, including the nost recent,
resol ution 1995/27 of 3 March 1995,

Taking note of the report of the Wrking Goup on Contenporary Forns of
Slavery on its twentieth session (E/ CN 4/Sub. 2/1995/28 and Add. 1), subnitted
to the Sub-Commi ssion at its forty-seventh session

Recalling its resolution 1992/36 of 28 February 1992, in which the
Conmi ssi on endorsed the views expressed by the Sub-Conmmission inits
resol ution 1991/ 37 of 29 August 1991 on it being desirable to launch a
concerted programme of action for the prevention of the traffic in persons and
the exploitation of the prostitution of others,

Taking into consideration the recomendati on of the Sub-Commi ssion that
t he Conmi ssion adopt the draft programe of action for the prevention of the
traffic in persons and the exploitation of the prostitution of others
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 28/ Add. 1) ,

Taking note of the invitation of the Sub-Commi ssion to the Speci al
Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography
to participate in the twenty-first session of the Wrking Goup
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Taking note also of the reconmendati on of the Sub-Conmi ssion that the
Conmi ssi on designate an expert to investigate and prepare a study on
al | egations regarding the renmoval of organs and tissues of children and adults
for conmercial purposes,

Noting with concern that, since its establishment by the General Assenbly
inits resolution 46/122 of 17 Decenber 1991, the United Nations Voluntary
Trust Fund on Contenporary Forns of Slavery, as a result of its continuing
difficult financial situation owing to a |ack of contributions, could not be
used for the purposes for which it was established,

Taki ng note of the grave concern expressed by the Board of Trustees of
the Fund at the financial situation of the Fund,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Wrking G oup on Contenporary
Forms of Slavery of the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and

Protection of Mnorities for its valuable work, in particular the progress
made at its twentieth session in inplenmenting its programe of work, and for
its flexible methods of work;

2. Expresses its grave concern at nanifestations of contenporary forns
of slavery as reported to the Wrking G oup;

3. Invites the Sub-Commission to continue considering the
strengthening of its involvenent in the activities of the Wrking G oup;

4, Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to invite those eligible States that
have not ratified or acceded to the conventions on slavery to consider doing
SO0 as soon as possi bl e;

5. Invites intergovernnental organizations, relevant organizations of
the United Nations system as well as the International Crininal Police
Organi zati on and non-governnental organizations concerned, to supply rel evant
i nformation to the Wrking G oup;

6. Appeal s to Governments and rel evant intergovernnmental and
non- gover nment al organi zations to send representatives to the sessions of the
Wor ki ng Group;

7. Recommends that the supervisory bodies of the International Labour
Organi zation give particular attention in their work to the inplenentation of
provi si ons and standards designed to ensure the protection of children and
ot her persons exposed to contenporary forns of slavery;

8. Encour ages CGovernments to consider, in the context of the Programme
of Action on the Elimnation of the Exploitation of Child Labour and Debt
Bondage, the adoption of measures and regulations to protect child |abourers
and to ensure that their |abour is not exploited;

9. Invites the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children to exani ne
ways and neans of cooperating with the Working Group and, in particular, to
consi der accepting the invitation of the Sub-Conmission to participate in the
twenty-first session of the Wrking G oup;
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10. Invites all Menber States to consider the possibility of taking
appropriate action for the protection of particularly vul nerable groups, such
as children and mi grant wonen, against exploitation by prostitution and other
sl avery-like practices, including the possibility of establishing nationa
bodi es to achieve this objective;

11. Requests CGovernnents to pursue a policy of information, prevention
and rehabilitation of children and wonen victins of the exploitation of
prostitution and to take the appropriate econom ¢ and soci al nmeasures deened
necessary to that effect;

12. Approves the draft programre of action for the prevention of the
traffic in persons and the exploitation of the prostitution of others
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 28/ Add. 1) whil e taking note of differences between States
in the scope of applicability of their crimnal legislation with regard to,
inter alia, prostitution and the production, distribution and possession of
por nogr aphic nmaterial ;

13. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to exanine, in cooperation wth
rel evant United Nations agencies, in particular the Wrld Health O ganization
as well as the International Crininal Police Oganization and all relevant
non- gover nnental organi zations, the reliability of allegations regarding the
renoval of organs and tissues of children and adults for comercial purposes
in order to enable the Commission at its fifty-third session to decide upon
possible followup in this matter, taking into account the reconmendation of
t he Sub- Commi ssion in this regard,

14. Agai n requests the Secretary-CGeneral to designate the Centre for
Human Rights as the focal point for the coordination of activities in the
United Nations systemfor the suppression of contenporary fornms of slavery and
to give effect to his decision to reassign to the Wrking Goup a Professiona
staff nenber of the Centre for Human Rights to work on a permanent basis to
ensure continuity and close coordination within and outside the Centre on
i ssues relating to contenporary forms of slavery;

15. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to transmt once again to al
Governnents the appeal of the Commi ssion on Human Rights for contributions to
the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund on Contenporary Forns of Slavery;

16. Commrends the Board of Trustees of the Trust Fund for its efforts to
remedy the continuing difficult financial situation of the Fund, which is due
to a lack of contributions;

17. Invites the Secretary-General to examine the feasibility of
al i gnment and harnoni zati on of the procedures and support mnechani snms of the
Trust Fund with other existing procedures and nechani sns and to report on this
matter to the Commission at its fifty-third session

58th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XV.]
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1996/ 62. Host age-t aking

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, which guarantees the
right tolife, liberty and security of person, freedomfromtorture or
degradi ng treatnent, freedom of nmovement and protection fromarbitrary
det enti on,

Taking into account the International Convention agai nst the Taking
of Hostages adopted by the CGeneral Assenbly in its resolution 34/ 146
of 17 Decenber 1979, which also recogni zes that everyone has the right to
life, liberty and security of person and that the taking of hostages is an
of fence of grave concern to the international comunity,

Taking into consideration the provisions of the Geneva Conventi ons
of 12 August 1949 and the Additional Protocols thereto of 1977, which prohibit
the taking of hostages in time of armed conflict,

Recal ling the previous resolutions of the Conmi ssion on Human Rights on
the subject, including the |atest, resolution 1992/23 of 28 February 1992, in
which it condemed the taking of any person as host age,

Bearing in nmind the pertinent Security Council resolutions condemi ng
all cases of hostage-taking,

Deeply concerned that, despite the efforts of the internationa
conmunity, acts of hostage-taking, in different forms and manifestations
including, inter alia, those conmitted by terrorists and armed groups, have
i ncreased in nmany regions of the world,

Especially alarnmed at the taking hostage of wonen and chil dren,
expressing its distress at the violence committed agai nst innocent victins,
and sharing the anxiety and suffering of the fanilies concerned,

Expressing its outrage at the continuing manifestations of brutality and
viol ence in connection with hostage-taking, including the killing of innocent
peopl e and their use as hunman shi el ds,

Appeal ing for the humanitarian action of the International Conmittee of
the Red Cross and its delegates to be respected and facilitated in al
rel evant circumnstances,

Recogni zi ng that hostage-taking calls for resolute, firmand concerted
efforts on the part of the international conmunity in order, in strict
conformity with international human rights standards, to bring such abhorrent
practices to an end,

1. Enphasi zes that the taking of hostages, wherever and by whonever

conmmitted, constitutes a serious obstacle to the full enjoynent of all human
rights and i s, under any circunstances, unjustifiable;
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2. Demands that all hostages be rel eased i nmedi ately and without any
preconditions;

3. Calls upon States to take all necessary neasures, in accordance
with relevant provisions of international |aw and international standards of
human rights, to prevent, conbat and punish acts of hostage-taking, including
strengt hening international cooperation in this field;

4. Invites rel evant non-governmental organizations to bear in nind
where appropriate, the probl em of hostage-taking in their deliberations;

5. Urges all thematic special rapporteurs and working groups to
address, as appropriate, the consequences of hostage-taking in their
forthcom ng reports to the Commi ssion

6. Deci des to consider this question at its fifty-fourth session under
t he sane agenda item

58th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. VIII.]

1996/ 63. Protection of the heritage of indigenous people

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Taking note with approval of resolution 1995/40 of 25 August 1995 of the
Sub- Commi ssi on on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities,

Recommends to the Econom ¢ and Social Council the follow ng draft
resolution for adoption

[For the text, see chap. |, sect. A draft resolution IV.]

58th neeting
23 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XXl II.]

1996/ 64. Regional arrangenents for the pronotion and protection

of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling that the General Assenbly, in its resolutions 41/153
of 4 Decenber 1986, 43/140 of 8 Decenber 1988 and 45/168 of 18 Decenber 1990,
affirmed the val ue of regional arrangenents for the pronotion and protection
of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region,
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Recalling also its own resolutions 1988/ 73 of 10 March 1988, 1989/50
of 7 March 1989, 1990/71 of 7 March 1990, 1991/28 of 5 March 1991, 1992/40
of 28 February 1992, 1993/57 of 9 March 1993, 1994/48 of 4 March 1994
and 1995/48 of 3 March 1995,

Recalling further that the Wrld Conference on Human Rights, in the
Vi enna Decl arati on and Programe of Action (A CONF. 157/23), enphasized that
regi onal arrangenents played a fundanental role in pronoting and protecting
human rights,

Recal I ing resolution 45/2 adopted by the Economic and Soci al Conmi ssion
for Asia and the Pacific on 5 April 1989,

Bearing in nmind that intergovernmental arrangenents for the pronotion and
protection of human rights have been established in other regions,

Wl comi ng the hol ding of the Colloquiumon Hunman Rights in Manila

on 16 and 17 January 1994, the first in a series of workshops to be organized
by the Institute of Strategic and International Studies of the Association of
Sout h- East Asian Nations, intended, inter alia, to facilitate the process of
devel opi ng a subregional human rights body for the protection and pronoti on of
human rights in countries of the Association of South-East Asian Nations, in
fulfilnment of the decision of the Association to consider the establishnment of
an appropriate nechani smon human rights,

Recogni zi ng the val uabl e contribution that independent nationa
institutions can make in the field of human rights to the concept of regiona
arrangenents,

Recogni zi ng al so that non-governnental organizations involved in the
field of human rights have an inportant role to play in this process,

Wl conming the contribution to the devel opnent of regional human rights
arrangenents made by the fourth workshop on regi onal human rights arrangenents
in the Asian and Pacific region held in Kathmandu from 26 to 28 February 1996
particularly the workshop's concl usi ons,

Reiterating that such workshops should be organi zed regularly, and if
possi bl e annual | y as proposed by the Governnent of the Republic of Korea and
endorsed by the Commission in its resolution 1995/48,

M ndful that the agreenments reached at the fourth workshop were built
upon t he acconplishments of previous workshops,

1. Wl cones the report of the Secretary-General (E/ CN 4/1996/46/Add. 1)
and the progress achieved in the inplenentation of Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
resol ution 1995/48 of 3 March 1995;

2. Wl cones al so the regional workshops on various hunman rights issues
whi ch have been held in the Asian and Pacific region, including the
wor kshop held in Manila from7 to 11 May 1990, the workshop held in Jakarta
from26 to 28 January 1993, the workshop held in Seoul from18 to 20 July 1994
and the workshop held in Kathmandu from 26 to 28 February 1996;
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3. Reaffirnms that all human rights are universal, indivisible and
interrelated, that the international community nust treat hunman rights
globally in a fair and equal manner, on the sanme footing and with the sane
enphasis and that, while the significance of national and regi ona
particularities and various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds
nmust be borne in mind, it is the duty of States, regardless of their
political, econonmic and cultural systens, to pronpote and protect all hunan
ri ghts and fundanental freedons;

4, Also reaffirnms that regional arrangenments play a fundanental role
in pronoting and protecting human rights and that they should reinforce
uni versal human rights standards, as contained in international human rights
instruments, and their protection;

5. Takes into account the Bangkok Declaration wherein it is recognized
that while human rights are universal in nature, they nust be considered in
the context of a dynami c and evol ving process of international normsetting,
bearing in mind the significance of national and regional particularities and
various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds;

6. Takes note of the conclusions of the fourth workshop, which stated,
inter alia, that while the experience of other regions would continue to be
carefully exam ned, it was clear that any regi onal arrangenents for the Asian
and Pacific region would need to be based on the needs, priorities and
conditions prevailing in the region

7. Endor ses the concl usions of the fourth workshop, including the
recognition of the inportance of a step-by-step process towards the
establishment of a regional arrangenent for the pronotion and protection of
human rights in the Asian and Pacific region

8. Wl cones the participation for the first time of del egations from
West Asia in the fourth workshop, and recognizes the need to ensure that the
i ssues, concerns and priorities of Wst Asia be effectively addressed in
future workshops;

9. Affirns that the establishment of national institutions constitutes
one of the nost inportant buil ding-bl ocks necessary for the ongoing process of
devel opi ng regional human rights arrangenents in the Asian and Pacific region
whi ch includes the possible establishnent of subregi onal human rights
arrangenents, cooperation on issues such as education and i nformati on-shari ng,
t he devel opnent of national action plans on hunan rights and the ratification
of human rights instrunents

10. Notes the contribution of representatives of non-governnenta
organi zations and national human rights institutions in these workshops;

11. Al so notes that the Asian and Pacific countries have devel oped a

nunber of nodels of national institutions in accordance with their own
nati onal conditions;

- 205 -



12. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to facilitate the realization of
that activity under the regul ar budget of the United Nations for the progranme
of advisory services and technical assistance in the field of human rights;

13. Encourages all States in the Asian and Pacific region to consider
further the establishment of regional arrangenents for the pronotion and
protection of human rights, taking into consideration the conclusions of the
fourth workshop;

14. Appeal s to all Governnents in the Asian and Pacific region to
consi der making use of the facilities offered by the United Nations, under the
programme of advisory services and technical assistance for the pronotion and
protection of human rights, to organize information and/or training courses at
the national or regional |evel for appropriate governnent personnel on the
application of international human rights standards and the experience of
rel evant national and international organs;

15. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to give adequate attention to the
countries in the Asian and Pacific region by allocating nore resources from
exi sting United Nations funds to enable the countries of the region to benefit
fromall the activities under the programe of advisory services and technica
assistance in the field of human rights;

16. Encourages all States nenbers and associ ate nenbers of the Economc
and Soci al Conmission for Asia and the Pacific and other parties to nake
full use of the depositary centre of the Conmi ssion, and requests the
Secretary-Ceneral to nmaintain a continuing flow of human rights nmaterial to
its library;

17. Wl cones the establishment of national comm ssions for human rights
by the Governments of India, Indonesia and the |slanic Republic of Iran;

18. Al so wel comes the decisions concerning and the preparatory steps
taken towards the establishnment of national institutions for the pronotion and
protection of human rights by the Governnments of Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan
Papua New CGui nea, Sri Lanka and Thai |l and;

19. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral, in accordance with the concl usions
of the fourth workshop, to establish an open-ended team conpri sed of
representatives of interested Governnents of the region and the Centre for
Human Ri ghts, which could consult with non-governnmental organizations and
national institutions to ensure the effective preparation of the next workshop
and to facilitate the devel opnent of regional arrangenents;

20. Calls upon the Centre for Human Rights to provide specific
i nformation on programes avail abl e under the Voluntary Fund for Technica
Cooperation in the Field of Human Rights, to facilitate better access and
fuller utilization of these programmes by all countries in the Asian and
Paci fic region;

21. Encourages States in the Asian and Pacific region to request
assi stance for such purposes as regional and subregi onal workshops, seninars
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and i nformati on exchanges desi gned to strengthen regional cooperation for the
pronotion and protection of human rights to assist in the devel opnent of
regi onal arrangenents;

22. Al so encourages all States in the Asian and Pacific region to
consider ratifying and acceding to international human rights instrunents
adopted within the framework of the United Nations system with the ai m of
uni versal acceptance;

23. Further encourages all States and regi onal and subregi ona
organi zations in the Asian and Pacific region to devel op progranmes for human
rights education in that region

24, Requests the Secretary-General to subnit to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session a further report incorporating information on the progress
achieved in the inplenmentation of the present resolution

25. Decides to continue its consideration of the question at its
fifty-third session under the agenda itementitled "Further pronotion and
encour agenent of human rights and fundanental freedons, including the question
of the programme and mnet hods of work of the Conm ssion”

58th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. |X]

1996/ 65. Conposition of the staff of the Centre for Hunman Ri ghts

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling that in its report to the Special Conmi ssion of the Econonmic
and Social Council (E/ CN. 4/1988/85 and Corr. 1), the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts
reaffirnmed that the paramount consideration in the enploynment of staff at
every level was the need for the highest standards of efficiency, conpetence
and integrity, and that it was convinced that that was conpatible with the
principle of equitable geographical distribution, and bearing in m nd
Article 101, paragraph 3 of the Charter of the United Nations,

Recalling also Part 11, paragraphs 11 and 17 of the Vienna Declaration
and Programe of Action (A CONF.157/23)in which the Wrld Conference on Human
Ri ghts requested the Secretary-General and the General Assenbly to provide the
sufficient human, financial and other resources to the Centre for Human Ri ghts
to enable it effectively, efficiently and expeditiously to carry out its
activities, and at the sane tine recogni zed the necessity for an adaptation of
the United Nations human rights machinery in accordance with its real needs,

Taking into account the need to pay particular attention to the
recruitnent to the Centre for Hunan Ri ghts of personnel from devel oping
countries and in this regard to inprove the current conposition of the staff
of the Centre on the basis of a nore equitable geographical distribution,

Reaffirm ng its resolution 1995/61 of 7 March 1995,
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Taking note of the note by the Secretary-Ceneral on the geographica
conposition and functions of the staff of the Centre for Human Ri ghts
(A/50/682) submitted to the General Assenbly pursuant to Conmi ssion
resol ution 1995/ 61,

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Ofice of Interna
Oversi ght Services on the programme and administrative practices of the Centre

for Human Rights (A/49/892, annex) in which the Ofice recognized the
necessity of restructuring the secretariat of the Centre,

Expressing its concern once again at the underrepresentation of the
devel opi ng countries on the staff of the Centre for Human Rights, in

particul ar taking into account the criteria of equitable geographica
di stribution,

1. Reaffirnms that Article 101, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the
United Nations should guide the Secretary-General in his policy for the
recruitment of the staff of the Organization, in particular taking into
account the criteria of equitabl e geographical distribution

2. Considers that it is necessary, within the ongoing process of the
restructuring of the Centre for Hunan Rights, to take urgent, concrete and
i medi ate steps to change the prevailing distribution of posts of the staff of
the Centre for Human Rights in favour of an equitabl e geographica
di stribution of those posts in accordance with Article 101 of the Charter,
particularly by recruiting personnel from devel oping countries, including to
key posts;

3. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to adopt the necessary neasures to
pay particular attention to the recruitnent for the Centre for Human Ri ghts of
per sonnel from devel opi ng countries, for the existing vacancies as well as for
addi ti onal ones, to ensure equitabl e geographical distribution, giving
priority in particular in this regard to recruitnent to high-Ievel and
Pr of essi onal posts and to the recruitnment of wonen;

4, Requests once again the Secretary-General, in signing agreenments
with countries as a result of which junior professional officers are provided
to the Centre for Human Rights, to urge those countries to ensure additiona
financial resources to guarantee that personnel from devel oping countries are
able to work as junior professional officers, with a viewto conformng to the
principle of equitable geographical distribution and, in this regard, to
establ i sh a pernmanent nechani sm by virtue of which, for each junior
prof essional officer froma donor country joining the Centre, another junior
prof essi onal officer froma devel opi ng country would also join the Centre;

5. Urges the Secretary-Ceneral to subnit a conprehensive report to the
General Assenmbly at its fifty-first session and to the Commi ssion on Hunman
Rights at its fifty-third session on the inplenmentation of the present
resol ution, including nmeasures adopted and their results, and reconmendati ons
for inmproving the present situation
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6. Deci des to consider this matter under the sane agenda itemat its
fifty-third session.

58th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 33 votes to 16,

with 4 abstentions. See chap. |X]

1996/ 66. Situation of human rights in Equatorial Quinea

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolution 1995/71 of 8 March 1995,

Qui ded by the principles enbodied in the Charter of the United Nations,
in the Universal Declaration of Hunan Rights and in the Internationa
Covenants on Hunman Ri ghts

Reaffirm ng that all States have the obligation to pronote and protect
human rights and fundanmental freedons and to fulfil the obligations they have
undert aken under the various international instruments in this field,

Bearing in nmind that, since the adoption by the Econonic and Soci al
Council of its decision 1993/277 of 28 July 1993 and the appoi nt nent of
M. Alejandro Artuci o as Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
the Governnent of Equatorial Cuinea has received the advisory services of the
Speci al Rapporteur and the Centre for Human Ri ghts, while sone progress has
been observed in the human rights situation

Taki ng note of the fact that the Government of Equatorial Guinea is a
party to the International Covenant on Economi c, Social and Cultural Rights,
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optiona
Protocol s thereto, as well as the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns
of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen,

M ndful that it is essential that all the political tendencies and
political parties should play an active part in political and social life in
order to ensure effective transition to a denocratic and pluralist society,

Taking note of the holding of the first nulti-party legislative elections
in 1993, the first nulti-party nunicipal elections in 1995 and the first
mul ti-candi date presidential election in February 1996,

Taking note with satisfaction of the fact that, in August 1995, the
CGovernment of Equatorial QGuinea took steps to grant pardon and ammesty to a
nunber of prisoners, as requested by the Special Rapporteur on his visit to
Equat ori al Cuinea on 3 May 1995,

Taki ng note of the report of the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1996/67 and
Add. 1),
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Aware that it is essential to ensure full observance of human rights and
fundarmental freedons in Equatorial Guinea,

1. Expresses its thanks to the Special Rapporteur for his report;

2. Calls upon the Governnment of Equatorial CGuinea to take al
necessary neasures to pronote the harnoni ous coexi stence of all the ethnic
groups naking up the society of Equatorial Guinea;

3. Notes with interest that the denocratic transition process in
Equat orial Quinea has so far led to the holding of the first multi-party
legislative elections in 1993, the first multi-party nunicipal elections
in 1995 and the first multi-candidate presidential election in February 1996

4, Expresses its deep concern at the fact that the presidential
el ection of 25 February 1996 did not guarantee transparency and did not

all ow the proper participation of all the political forces;

5. Encour ages the Governnent of Equatorial Guinea to continue the
di al ogue with all the political forces with a viewto ensuring progress in
t he denocratization of the country;

6. Invites the Governnment of Equatorial Guinea to continue the reform
of the electoral legislation in conformity with the reconmendati ons of the
United Nations el ectoral adviser and those of the Special Rapporteur contained
in his report;

7. Al so _encourages the Governnent of Equatorial Quinea to ensure the
participation of all citizens in the country's political, social and cultura
life;

8. Calls upon the Government of Equatorial Quinea to continue
i mproving the conditions of prisoners and detai nees;

9. Encour ages the Governnent of Equatorial Quinea to accede to the
Convention agai nst Torture and Qther Cruel, |nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or

Puni shnment and the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of
Raci al Discrimnation;

10. Calls upon the Governnment of Equatorial Guinea to continue to
take the neasures necessary to ensure that the police and security forces
and other officials vested with authority put a stop to the violation of
human rights;

11. Invites the Governnment of Equatorial QGuinea to ensure that
perpetrators of human rights violations are brought to justice, in order to
put a stop to inpunity and arbitrary arrest and detention, which are sonetines
acconpani ed by torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnment or
puni shient ;

12. Encour ages the Government of Equatorial Guinea to continue taking
t he neasures necessary to inprove the situation of wormen in that country;
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13. Al so _encourages the Governnent of Equatorial Quinea to continue its
efforts to inprove the functioning of the adninistration of justice and to
guarantee the i ndependence and inpartiality of judges and mmgi strates;

14. Urges the Governnment of Equatorial Quinea to draw up and inpl erment
the National Plan for the United Nations Decade for Hunman Ri ghts Education,
1995- 2004;

15. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue to provide the
Governnent of Equatorial Guinea with the technical assistance and advisory
services necessary to inplenent the recomendati ons contained in the Specia
Rapporteur's report;

16. Decides to renew the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for
one year;

17. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the Special Rapporteur
with all the assistance necessary for the discharge of his nandate;

18. Requests the Special Rapporteur to report to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session;

19. Deci des to consider the question at its fifty-third session under
the agenda itementitled "Question of the violation of human rights and
fundanmental freedons in any part of the world, with particular reference
to colonial and other dependent countries and territories".

58th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X ]

1996/ 67. Situation of human rights in Togo

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the principles enbodied in the Charter of the United Nations,
in the Universal Declaration of Hunman Rights and in the Internationa
Covenants on Human Ri ghts

Recalling its resolution 1995/52 of 3 March 1995,

Taki ng account of the progress achieved in the area of human rights and
nati onal reconciliation,

Noting with satisfaction the signing, on 23 March 1996, of an agreenent
between the United Nations and the Government of Togo on a human rights
techni cal assi stance progranme,

1. Takes note with interest of the report of the Secretary-Genera
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 89) ;
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2. Strongly urges the Togol ese Government to continue its efforts
ai mred at the strengthening of human rights and the consolidati on of denocracy
and the rule of |aw

3. Invites the Togol ese Governnment and the Centre for Human Ri ghts
to do everything possible to ensure the proper execution of the technica
assi stance programme provided for under the agreenent of 23 March 1996;

4, Decides to terminate consideration of this question

58th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVII.]

1996/ 68. Human rights situation in southern Lebanon
and West Bekaa

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Gravely concerned at the persistent practices of the Israeli occupation
forces in southern Lebanon and West Bekaa, which constitute a violation of the
principles of international |aw regarding the protection of human rights, in
particul ar the Universal Declaration of Hunman Rights, as well as a grave
violation of the relevant provisions of international humanitarian |aw as
contained in the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Cvilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949 and the |IVth Hague Conventi on
of 1907,

Reiterating its deep regret at the failure of Israel to inplenent
Security Council resolutions 425 (1978) of 19 March 1978 and 509 (1982)

of 6 June 1982,

Censuring the repeated Israeli aggressions in southern Lebanon and
West Bekaa, which have caused a | arge nunber of deaths and injuries anmong
civilians and the destruction of nmany dwel lings and public buildings,

Reaffirm ng that the continued occupation and practices of the Israel
forces constitute a violation of the relevant resolutions of the
Security Council as well as of the will of the international conmunity and
the conventions in force on this matter,

Hopi ng that the efforts nmade in order to achieve peace in the Mddl e East
will put an end to the violations of human rights that are being committed in
the occupi ed zone in southern Lebanon and West Bekaa and that the peace
negotiations will continue with a viewto reaching a settlenment of the
M ddl e East conflict and achieving a just and conprehensive peace in the
regi on,

Gravely concerned at the persistent detention by Israel of many Lebanese

citizens in the detention centres of Khiyam and Marjayoun, and at the death of
some of these detainees as a result of ill-treatnent and torture,
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Reaffirm ng its resolution 1995/67 of 7 March 1995, and expressing its
deep regret at the failure of Israel to inplenment this resol ution

1. Depl ores the continued Israeli violations of human rights in the
occupi ed zone in southern Lebanon and West Bekaa, denonstrated in particul ar
by the abduction and arbitrary detention of civilians, the destruction of
their dwellings, the confiscation of their property, their expul sion from
their land, the bonbing of peaceful villages and civilian areas, and other
practices violating human rights;

2. Calls upon Israel to put an i mediate end to such practi ces,
consisting in air raids and the use of prohibited weapons such as
fragnentati on bonbs, and to inplenent Security Council resolutions 425 (1978)
of 19 March 1978 and 509 (1982) of 6 June 1982 requiring Israel's imedi ate,
total and unconditional withdrawal fromall Lebanese territories and respect
for the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of Lebanon;

3. Al so calls upon the Government of |srael, the occupying Power of
territories in southern Lebanon and West Bekaa, to conply with the Geneva
Conventions of 1949, in particular the Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Tine of Wr

4, Further calls upon the Governnent of Israel, the occupying Power of
territories in southern Lebanon and West Bekaa, to release imediately all the
Lebanese who have been abducted and i nprisoned and ot her persons detained in
prisons and detention centres in the occupied territories in Lebanon in
violation of all the Geneva Conventions and international |aw

5. Affirnms the obligation for Israel, the occupying Power of
territories in southern Lebanon and West Bekaa, to comit itself to allow ng
the International Comrittee of the Red Cross and other internationa
hurmani tari an organi zati ons operating in the region to periodically visit the
detention centres of Khiyam and Marjayoun and to verify the sanitary and
humani tari an conditi ons of the detainees and, in particular, the circunstances
which led to the death of sonme of themas a result of ill-treatnment and
torture;

6. Requests the Secretary-General

(a) To bring the present resolution to the attention of the Governnent
of Israel and to invite it to provide information concerning the extent of its
i mpl enent ati on t hereof;

(b) To report to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session and to
t he Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session on the results of
his efforts in this regard;

7. Decides to continue its consideration of the human rights situation
i n southern Lebanon and West Bekaa at its fifty-third session

59th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 50 votes to 11

with 2 abstentions. See chap. X.]
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1996/ 69. Human rights in Cuba

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolution 1995/66 of 7 March 1995 regardi ng the extension
of the nandate of the Special Rapporteur of the Conmi ssion to review and
report on the situation of human rights in Cuba and to naintain direct contact
with the Government and citizens of Cuba,

Recal ling al so General Assenbly resolution 50/198 of 22 Decenber 1995
regardi ng the situation of human rights in Cuba,

Recogni zing with deep appreciation the efforts of the Special Rapporteur
to carry out the nandate concerning the situation of human rights in Cuba,

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have an obligation to pronote and
protect human rights and fundanental freedons as stated in the Charter of the
United Nations and el aborated in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
the International Covenants on Hunman Ri ghts and ot her applicable human rights
i nstrunents,

Noting with deep regret the continued failure of the Governnment of Cuba
to cooperate with the Special Rapporteur and its refusal to pernmit himto
visit Cuba in order to fulfil his mandate,

Consi dering the report on the situation of human rights in Cuba subnitted
to the Conmi ssion by the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1996/60),

Deeply concerned at information in the report of the Special Rapporteur
on arbitrary arrests, beatings, inprisonnment, harassnent and threats,
i ncluding | oss of enploynent, against human rights defenders and ot hers who
are engaged in the peaceful exercise of their rights,

Prof oundly concerned at continued violations in Cuba of fundamental human
rights and freedons enunerated in the Universal Declaration of Hunan Rights
such as freedons of thought, conscience and religion, opinion and expression
assenbly and association, and rights associated with the adm nistration of
justice,

Deploring, in this regard, the detention and harassnment of
approxi mately 100 nmenbers of the pro-denocracy organization Concilio Cubano
and the fact they have been prevented from convening freely and expressing
their convictions,

Di smayed by the | oss of hunman life and disregard for hunman rights norns
shown by the Governnent of Cuba in shooting down two unarned civilian aircraft
on 24 February 1996,

Wl conming the authorization granted to a del egati on conpri sing
representatives of four international human rights organizations to visit
Cuba, and encouragi ng the Governnment of Cuba to grant further access to such
or gani zat i ons,
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Wl coming also the ratification by the Governnent of Cuba of the
Convention agai nst Torture and Other Cruel, |nhuman or Degradi ng Treat nent
or Puni shnent,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Specia
Rapport eur

2. Calls upon the Governnment of Cuba to pernmit the Special Rapporteur
the opportunity to carry out his mandate in full, in particular by allow ng
himto visit Cuba;

3. Expresses particular concern that the CGovernnent of Cuba has failed
to carry out its commitment, common to all Menber States, to cooperate with
the Conmi ssion on Human Rights, in conformity with Articles 55 and 56 of the
Charter of the United Nations;

4, Regrets profoundly the numerous reports of violations of human
rights and fundanental freedons that are described in the report of the
Speci al Rapporteur, and expresses particular concern at prevailing intolerance
for freedom of speech and assenbly in Cuba;

5. Calls upon the Governnment of Cuba to carry out the reconmendations
contained in the report of the Special Rapporteur to bring its observance of
hurman rights and fundanental freedons into conformity with international |aw
and applicable international human rights instrunents and to end al
vi ol ati ons of human rights including, in particular, the detention and
i mprisonnment of human rights defenders and others who are engaged in the
peaceful exercise of their rights, and to grant access to the prisons by
non- gover nment al humani tari an organi zati ons and i nternational hunmanitarian
agenci es;

6. Calls especially upon the Government of Cuba to rel ease the
numer ous persons detained for activities of a political nature, including
those specifically mentioned in the report of the Special Rapporteur who
suffer frominadequate nmedical care while inprisoned or whose rights as
journalists or jurists are inpeded or denied;

7. Ext ends the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for one year
8. Requests the Special Rapporteur to rmaintain direct contacts with

the Governnment and citizens of Cuba as specified in past resolutions of the
Conmi ssi on;

9. Recommends that the existing nmechani sns of the Commi ssion on
Human Rights, in particular the Wrking Goup on Arbitrary Detention, in the
di scharge of its nandate, continue giving attention to the situation in Cuba
and visit Cuba in accordance with the discussions of the United Nations H gh
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights with the Governnment of Cuba;

10. Invites the Special Rapporteur and the existing thematic mechani sims

of the Conmission to cooperate fully and exchange infornmati on and findi ngs on
the situation of human rights in Cuba;
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11. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all necessary assistance
to the Special Rapporteur

12. Requests the Special Rapporteur to subnmit an interimreport to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session and to report to the Conmi ssion at
its fifty-third session on the results of his endeavours pursuant to the
present resol ution.

59th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 20 votes to 5,

with 28 abstentions. See chap. X.]

1996/ 70. Cooperation with representatives of
United Nations human rights bodies

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Reiterating its concern at the continued reports of intimnidation and
reprisals against private individuals and groups who seek to cooperate with
the United Nations and representatives of its human rights bodies,

Al so concerned at reports about incidents where private individuals have
been hanpered in their efforts to avail thensel ves of procedures established
under United Nations auspices for the protection of human rights and
fundanental freedons,

Recalling its resolutions 1990/76 of 7 March 1990, 1991/ 70 of
6 March 1991, 1992/59 of 3 March 1992, 1993/64 of 10 March 1993, 1994/70 of
9 March 1994 and 1995/75 of 8 March 1995, and taking note of the report of
the Secretary-General on the question (E CN 4/1996/57),

1. Urges Covernnments to refrain fromall acts of intinidation or
reprisal against:

(a) Those who seek to cooperate or have cooperated with representatives
of United Nations human rights bodies, or who have provi ded testinony or
i nformation to them

(b) Those who avail or have avail ed thensel ves of procedures
establ i shed under United Nations auspices for the protection of human rights
and fundanmental freedons and all those who have provided | egal assistance to
them for this purpose;

(c) Those who submit or have submitted comruni cati ons under procedures
est abl i shed by human rights instrunents;

(d) Those who are relatives of victins of human rights viol ations;
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2. Requests all representatives of United Nations human rights bodies,
as well as treaty bodies nonitoring the observance of human rights, to
continue to take urgent steps, in conformty with their mandates, to help
prevent the hanpering of access to United Nations hunman rights procedures in
any way;

3. Al so requests all representatives of United Nations human rights
bodi es, as well as treaty bodies nonitoring the observance of human rights, to
continue to take urgent steps, in conformty with their mandates, to help
prevent the occurrence of such intimidation and reprisals;

4, Further requests such representatives and treaty bodies to continue
to include in their respective reports to the Conmi ssion on Hunan Rights, the
Sub- Comi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities or
the General Assenbly a reference to allegations of intimdation or reprisa
and of hanpering of access to United Nations human rights procedures, as well
as an account of action taken by themin this regard;

5. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to draw the attention of such
representatives and treaty bodies to the present resolution

6. Invites the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its
fifty-third session a report containing a conpilation and anal ysis of any
avai l abl e information, fromall appropriate sources, on alleged reprisals
agai nst those referred to in paragraph 1 above;

7. Deci des to consider the question again at its fifty-third session

59th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X ]

1996/ 71. Situation of human rights in the Republic of Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, the State of Bosnia and Herzegovi na, the
Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a (Serbi a and Mnt enegr o)

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights and all other
rel evant instruments relating to human rights and international humanitarian
| aw,

Reaffirm ng all relevant resolutions of the Comi ssion, the
Ceneral Assenbly and the Security Council on this subject, in particular its
own resolutions 1992/S-1/1 of 14 August 1992, 1995/35 of 3 March 1995 and
1995/ 89 of 8 March 1995, especially its paragraph 3, General Assenbly
resol uti ons 50/ 190 and 50/ 193 of 22 Decenber 1995 and Security Counci
resol utions 1031 (1995) of 15 Decenber 1995 and 1035 (1995) of
21 Decenber 1995
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Convinced that a full and objective account of violations of human rights
will contribute to building confidence anobng the parties, thus pronoting
reconciliation and denocrati zation

Stressing the inportance of the pronotion and protection of all human
ri ghts and fundanental freedons,

Recogni zi ng the inportant work of the International Tribunal for the
Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of Internationa
Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the Former Yugosl avia since
1991, established pursuant to Security Council resolutions 808 (1993) of
22 February 1993 and 827 (1993) of 25 May 1993,

Recogni zing also that, while individuals of all parties to the conflict
have commtted atrocities, a considerable nunber of Bosnian Serbs, including
inthe mlitary and civilian | eadership, and anong conbatants at all |evels,
are responsi bl e for the preponderance of violations of hunman rights and
i nternational humanitarian | aw since the beginning of the conflict,

Expressing its full support for the General Framework for Peace in Bosnia
and Herzegovina (the "Framework Agreenment"”) and the annexes thereto,
initialled in Dayton, Chio on 21 Novenber 1995 and signed in Paris on
14 Decenber 1995 (together, the "peace agreenent") (A/ 50 790-S/ 1995/999)
and for the Basic Agreenent on the Region of Eastern Sl avonia, Baranja and
Western Sirmium signed on 12 Novenber 1995 (S/1995/951, annex) and for
Security Council resolution 1037 (1996) of 15 January 1996, which establishes
the United Nations Transitional Authority in Eastern Sl avonia, Baranja and
Western Sl avoni a,

Convi nced that the successful functioning of the nechani sns established
in accordance with annex 6 to the peace agreenent, in particular the
Conmi ssi on on Hurman Rights for Bosnia and Herzegovina and its two components,
the Human Ri ghts Chanber and the O fice of the Orbudsman, which constitute
central elements for the protection of human rights, will help to build the
foundations for a denocratic, nulti-ethnic society in the State of Bosnia and
Her zegovi na

Expressing its support for the efforts of the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe mission to nonitor and strengthen respect for human
rights and fundanental freedons in the State of Bosnia and Herzegovina, to
establish a clinmate of dial ogue and confidence between its peoples and to
contribute to an environment conducive to the conduct of free and fair
el ecti ons,

Di smayed by the huge nunber of m ssing persons, many of whom may be
buried in nmass graves, as a consequence of the continuing practice of ethnic
cl eansing and of the arned conflict in the territory of the former Yugoslavia,
particularly in the State of Bosnia and Herzegovi na and the Republic of
Croati a,
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Wl coming the report of the expert nmenber of the Wrking Goup on
Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances on the special process on m ssing
persons in the territory of the former Yugoslavia (E/ CN 4/1996/36), as wel
as the establishnment of the Expert G oup on Exhumation and M ssing Persons
chaired by the Ofice of the H gh Representative

Commendi ng the positive efforts undertaken by the International Comittee
of the Red Cross to re-establish |inks anong rel atives separated by the
conflict and to trace persons unaccounted for and to informtheir fanilies
accordi ngly,

Commendi ng al so the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees for her
action in support of the humanitarian operation during the period of conflict
and her activities in the inplenentation of annex 7 to the peace agreenent,

Reaffirm ng the vital inportance of freedom of novenent and the right of
return for all persons, and noting the comitnents nmade in the peace agreenent
(annex 7) that persons have the right to return to their honmes in safety and
dignity, and have their property restored or receive conpensation for property
that cannot be restored to them

Encouragi ng the international community, acting through the
United Nations, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the
International Conmittee of the Red Cross and other international organizations
as well as bilaterally, to continue humanitarian support for the people of
these countries to ensure that |asting solutions are found for displaced
persons and refugees through a process of early, peaceful, orderly and phased
return and to give close attention to the protection of human rights in the
repatriation of refugees and the return of displaced persons to their hones
of origin, paying special attention to the situation of returning wonen and
chi l dren,

Wl comi ng the agreenent by the parties to the peace agreenent to ensure
that conditions exist for the organization of free and fair elections, in
particular a politically neutral environnent, the protection of the right to
vote in secret without fear or intimdation, freedom of expression and of the
nedi a and freedom of associ ation

Underlining the relationship between the fulfilnent by the parties of
their human rights commtnments and the readi ness of the internationa
comunity to conmit resources for reconstructi on and devel opnent,

Gravely concerned at reports by the Special Rapporteur and the
Secretary- General, of grave and massive violations of internationa
hurmani tari an | aw and of human rights, in particular, in and around Srebrenica
and Zepa and in the areas of Banja Luka and Sanski Mst, including reports of
mass mnurder, unlawful detention and forced | abour, rape and expul sion of
civilians,

Deeply concerned by the information contained in the reports of the
Secretary- General on rape and abuse of wonen in the areas of armed conflict in
the former Yugoslavia, particularly in the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovi na
(A 48/ 858 and A/ 50/ 329),
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Expressing its particular concern for the situation of children and the
elderly as well as other vul nerable groups in these countri es,

Stressing that effective cooperation of the Governnments of the State of
Bosni a and Herzegovi na, the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a (Serbia and Montenegro), with the assistance of parties and
organi zations in a position to help, in resolving the problem of mssing
persons represents a critical test of their commitnment to the peace process
and restoration of confidence in the region

Deeply concerned as well at the situation of human rights throughout the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro), particularly in
Kosovo, but also in Sandjak and in Voyvodi na,

Expressing its concern also at the situation of human rights in the
Republic of Croatia, in particular in the former United Nations Sectors South

and North, Eastern Sl avonia, Baranja and Western Sirmium and in this context
wel com ng the statenent on the Republic of Croatia by the President of the
Security Council on 23 February 1995 ( S/ PRST/ 1996/ 8),

Enphasi zing the inportant role that religious | eaders and organizations
shoul d have in bringing about reconciliation, and encouraging the parties to
find ways to rebuild places of worship and cultural sites destroyed during the
conflict, especially in the State of Bosnia and Herzegovina as well as in the
Republic of Croatia,

Underlining the necessity for all the actors in the field of human rights
to coordinate their efforts

Violations of human rights

1. Condemns in the strongest terns all violations of human rights and
i nternational humanitarian |law during the conflict, in particular in areas

whi ch were under the control of the self-proclained Bosnian and Croatian Serb
authorities, in particular massive and systematic violations, including,

inter alia, systematic ethnic cleansing, killings, disappearances, torture,
rape, detentions, beatings, arbitrary searches, burning and |ooting of houses,
shelling of residential areas, illegal and forcible evictions and other acts

of violence ainmed at forcing individuals fromtheir honmes, and reaffirns that
all persons who plan, commit or authorize such acts will be held personally
responsi bl e and account abl e;

2. Expresses its outrage that the aboni nable, deliberate and
systematic practice of rape has been used as a weapon of war in the Republic
of Bosnia and Herzegovi na, recognizes that rape in this context constitutes a
war crime, and calls for protection and care of rape victins, respect for the
speci al needs of victins of sexual violence in the investigation and
prosecution of alleged violations, and puni shment of those responsible;
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3. Expresses its concern over continuing human rights violations
within the State of Bosnia and Herzegovina and delays in fully inplenmenting
the human rights provisions of the peace agreenent, including:

(a) Continuing restrictions on freedom of novenment both within the
Republ i ka Srpska, within the Federation and between the Republika Srpska and
t he Federati on;

(b) Actions that undermine the principle of right to return, including
enforcenent of legislation which restricts rights to claim"socially owned"
property throughout the State of Bosnia and Herzegovi na, unjustified evictions
of persons fromtheir homes and resettl enment of displaced persons in hones
whi ch, under the agreement reached in Geneva on 18 March 1996, should remnain
vacant for six nonths;

(c) Conti nui ng unaut horized arrests by all parties of persons suspected
of serious violations of international hunmanitarian | aw, despite the parties
agreenment in Rone on 18 February 1996 that such arrests would be nade only
after the International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible
for Serious Violations of International Hurmanitarian Law Conmitted in the
Territory of the Former Yugoslavia since 1991 had revi ewed and approved orders
of arrest as consistent with international |egal standards;

International Tribuna

4. Supports fully the efforts of the International Tribunal ained at
the prosecution and trial of persons accused of having comrmitted serious
violations of international humanitarian lawin the territory of the forner
Yugosl avi a since 1991, and requests States, as a matter of urgency, to
continue to nake available to the Tribunal adequate resources to aid in the
fulfilnment of its mandate;

5. Denmands that all States and parties to the peace agreenent neet
their obligations to cooperate fully with the Tribunal, as required by
Security Council resolution 827 (1993) of 25 May 1993, including with respect
to surrendering persons sought by the Tribunal

6. Expresses its outrage over the failure of parties to arrest
and surrender persons indicted by the Tribunal in violation of the peace
agreenment, demands that all States arrest, detain and facilitate the transfer
of such persons to the custody of the Tribunal and ensure adequate protection
of witnesses who have appeared before the Tribunal, and urges the Governnent
of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) and authorities
in the Republika Srpska to allow the establishnment of offices of the Tribuna
intheir territories;
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Fr amewor k Agr eenent

7. Enphasi zes that the Franework Agreenment and the annexes thereto
conmit the parties to secure to all persons within their jurisdiction the
hi ghest level of internationally recognized human rights and fundamnental

freedons, including the right to life, liberty and security of person;
8. Expects the parties to ensure that the constitutional court, the

Conmi ssion on Hurman Ri ghts for Bosnia and Herzegovina and its two parts, the
Ofice of the Onbudsnman and the Human Ri ghts Chanber, are fully supported and
t hei r deci sions respected;

9. Al so expects the parties to cooperate fully with the internationa
nmechani sns that have mandates involving human rights, including the High
Representative, the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts, the
Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the Council of Europe
and other international, regional as well as non-governnental organizations;

10. Commends the United Nations Hi gh Conmissioner for Hunan Rights for
his activities in the inplenmentation of the peace agreenent, in particular by
devel opi ng and conducting training for international nonitors, including for
the missions of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and
the International Police Task Force, and maki ng available to the High
Representati ve human rights experts, and for continuing to support the work of
t he Speci al Rapporteur and the expert in charge of the special process dealing
with m ssing persons, and calls upon all States to provide the H gh
Conmi ssioner with the necessary resources;

11. Urges all organizations involved in human rights nonitoring,
i ncluding the Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the
International Police Task Force, to ensure that persons with expertise in
i nvestigating and working with victins of sexual assault are included anong
the human rights nonitors, and encourages the H gh Representative to support
these efforts in his coordinating role;

12. Acknowl edges the rel ease of prisoners, insists that all parties
continue to fulfil their commtnents in conformty with the peace agreenent to
rel ease without delay all civilians and conbatants detained in relation to the
conflict, and demands that the parties cooperate fully with the Internationa
Conmittee of the Red Cross in this regard;

13. Recalls the relationship, as described at the London Conference,
between the fulfilnent by the parties of their commitnents in the peace
agreenent and the readi ness of the international conmunity to conmt resources
for reconstructi on and devel opnent;

14. Insists that the parties, in confornmity with the peace agreenent

(annex 7, art. 5), provide information through the traci ng mechani sns of the
International Conmmittee of the Red Cross on all persons unaccounted for;
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IV

Building for the future

15. Stresses that primary responsibility for the pronotion of free,
fair and denocratic elections, to be held under the auspices of the
Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe and other internationa
organi zations, for laying the foundation for representative government and for
ensuring the progressive achi evenment of denocratic goals and the building of a
tolerant, multi-ethnic society lies with the people of the State of Bosnia and
Her zegovina, in particular through the central CGovernnent and the governnents
of the entities as well as through, inter alia, religious communities,
hurmani tari an organi zati ons and non- gover nnental organi zati ons;

16. Insists that the parties abide by their comitnents to pronote and
protect denocratic institutions of government at all levels in their
respective countries, to ensure freedom of expression and of the press, to
al  ow and encourage freedom of association, including with respect to
political parties, and to ensure freedom of novenent;

17. Appeal s to the international community to support such efforts and,
in particular, the pronotion of denocratic institutions in the Federa
Republ i ¢ of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro), the State of Bosnia and
Her zegovi na and the Republic of Croatia, inter alia by inproving the
admini stration of justice and the functioning of free nmedia and by fostering a
culture of respect for human rights;

18. Encourages all CGovernments to respond favourably to the
United Nations revised consolidated inter-agency appeal for Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, Croatia, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the forner Yugoslav
Republ i ¢ of Macedoni a and Sl ovenia to assist refugees, internally displaced
persons and ot her war-affected people to rebuild their lives, in particular
the activities proposed by the United Nations Hi gh Conmmi ssioner for Human
Ri ghts;

19. Al so encourages all CGovernnents to respond favourably to the joint
appeal fromthe H gh Representative, the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe and the Council of Europe for voluntary contributions to
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe fund established to
fi nance the Conm ssion on Human Rights for Bosnia and Herzegovi na, other
institutions of justice and elections in this State;

Vv

| mredi at e st eps

20. Wl cones positive devel opments which contribute to reducing human
rights violations in the area, including increased access being provided to
the International Comrmittee of the Red Cross and ot her humanitarian
organi zati ons, increased cooperation by all parties with the Ofice of the
United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees and the opening of field offices
of the Centre for Human Rights in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro) and in Eastern Sl avoni a;
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21. Urges the Governnents of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro), the State of Bosnia and Herzegovi na and t he
authorities of its entities - the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovi na and the
Republika Srpska - to facilitate, with the assistance of the internationa
conmunity, the safe and dignified return of refugees and di spl aced persons to
their homes, honouring fully the conmtnents undertaken under the peace
agreenment in regard to human rights and refugee issues (annexes 6 and 7);

22. Calls upon the Government of the Republic of Croatia to respect
fully the rights of the local Serb population including their right to renain,
| eave or return in dignity and safety, allow continued access to this
popul ati on by humanitarian organi zati ons and create conditions conducive to
the return of those persons who have left or were forced to | eave their hones,
as dermanded by the Security Council in its resolution 1009 (1995) of
10 August 1995, and pursue vigorously prosecutions agai nst those suspected of
past violations of international humanitarian |aw and hunman rights, while
ensuring that the rights to a fair trial and to | egal representation are
afforded to all persons suspected of such crines;

23. Expresses its full support for the plans of the United Nations
Transitional Authority in Eastern Sl avonia to organize the return in dignity

and safety of Croatian and ot her non-Serb refugees who were forcibly expelled
fromtheir hones;

24, Strongly urges the Governnents of the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a (Serbia and Montenegro), the Republic of Croatia and the State of
Bosni a and Herzegovina and the authorities of the Federation of Bosnia and
Her zegovi na and the Republika Srpska to take imredi ate and effective steps to
buil d confidence anong people in order to prevent new mass exoduses of
popul ati ons, calls upon the Republika Srpska and the Federation to adopt
amesty | aws, and deplores reported arrests inconsistent with the amesty |aw
adopted by the State of Bosnia and Herzegovi na;

25. Strongly urges the authorities of the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia (Serbia and Montenegro) to revoke all discrininatory |egislation
and to apply all other legislation without discrinination, release al
political detainees, allowthe free return of ethnic Al banian refugees to
Kosovo and take appropriate neasures to respect fully all human rights and
fundament al freedons, including freedomof the press and freedom of novenent
and freedomfromdiscrinnation in the field of education and information,
and to stop discrimnation against and guarantee fully the rights of al
persons belonging to any ethnic, national, religious or linguistic mnority;

26. Urgently demands that the authorities of the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a (Serbia and Montenegro) take imrediate action to put an end to the
repressi on of and prevent viol ence agai nst non-Serb popul ati ons i n Kosovo,

i ncludi ng acts of harassnent, beatings, torture, warrantless searches,
arbitrary detention, unfair trials, arbitrary unjustified evictions and

di smissals, and also to respect the rights of persons belonging to mnority
groups in Sandjak and Vojvodi na and of persons bel onging to the Bul garian
mnority;
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27. Al so urgently demands that the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro) allow ethnic Al banians in Kosovo to participate fully
inthe life of Kosovo without discrimnation and to enjoy political and
educational rights, including by allow ng the establishnent of denocratic
institutions, and the right to seek, receive and inpart information and ideas
t hrough any nmedia and, in particular to inprove the situation of ethnic
Al bani an wonen and children, and to allow an international presence for
noni toring of the human rights situation in Kosovo

28. Reiterates its call to all parties in the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a (Serbia and Montenegro) to engage in a substantive dial ogue, to act
with the utnost restraint and to settle disputes peacefully and with ful
respect for human rights, and calls especially upon the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a (Serbia and Montenegro) to pursue dialogue with representatives of
et hni ¢ Al bani ans in Kosovo;

29. Enphasi zes that inprovenents in the pronotion and protection of
human rights and political freedons in Kosovo and the rest of its territory as
wel | as cooperation with the Tribunal will assist the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a (Serbia and Montenegro) to establish the full range of relations
with the international comunity

\

Cooperation and coordi nation

30. Calls upon the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Mont enegro), the Republic of Croatia and the State of Bosnia and Herzegovi na
to ensure full and free access to their territories to all institutions
concerned with the inplenmentation of the present resolution, including
non- gover nent al or gani zati ons;

31. Requests the Governments of the territories within the nandate of
t he Speci al Rapporteur to cooperate with her and provide her on a regul ar
basis with informati on about the actions they are undertaking to inplenment her
recomendat i ons;

32. Urges all bodies concerned with the situation in the State of
Bosni a and Herzegovi na, the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a (Serbia and Montenegro) and with the inplenentation of the peace
agreenent, inter alia the relevant United Nations bodies, the Hi gh
Representati ve, the European Union, the Council of Europe and the O ganization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe, to coordinate their activities closely
and to exchange on a continuing basis all relevant information in their
possession on the situation in these territories, particularly through the
Human Ri ghts Coordination Centre that has been established to address this
i ssue;
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Vi |

M ssi ng persons

33. Conmends the expert nenber of the Wrking Group on Enforced or
I nvol untary Di sappearances for his report on the special process on mssing
persons in the territory of the former Yugoslavia (E CN 4/1996/36);

34. Draws attention to the need for i mediate and urgent efforts to
determne the fate of m ssing persons, including, in cases where other mneans
of determining the fate of the nissing have proven unsuccessful and upon the
recomendati on by qualified experts that exhumation will provide an efficient
neans for resolving cases that are unlikely to be resolved by other neans, an
eventual exam nation by such experts of nmass grave sites or sites where
arbitrary executions or killings of nmany thousands of persons are reported to
have taken place, in particular, near Srebrenica, Zepa, Prijedor, Sanski Mbst
and Vukovar, and the conmunication of any deternination to the famlies of the
m ssi ng, and

(a) Requests that the expert menber of the Wrking Goup on Enforced or
I nvol untary Di sappearances, in conjunction with his nmandate for the specia
process dealing with the problem of mssing persons in the State of Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro), the International Tribunal, the H gh Representative,
t he Speci al Rapporteur and the International Cormittee of the Red Cross
coordinate their efforts to this end, within their respective mandates,
particularly through the Expert G oup on Exhumations and M ssing Persons
est abl i shed under the authority of the Hi gh Representative, and that they
prepare a conprehensive plan for dealing with this question in the State of
Bosni a and Herzegovina as well as in the Republic of Croatia;

(b) Underlines in this respect the need for the establishnment of an
ante nortem database to assist with identification of the dead before
| ar ge- scal e exhunati ons can be consi dered;

(c) Recal | s the comm tnent of the Inplenmentation Force to work to
provide a secure environnent for these tasks;

(d) Strongly reminds the parties of their commitnent, nmade in Rone on
17 February 1996, to provide unrestricted access to the sites described above;

(e) Denmands that all parties refrain fromany action intended to
destroy, alter, conceal or damage any evidence of violations of human rights
and international humanitarian | aw and that they preserve such evidence;

(f) Al so dermands that all parties cooperate fully with the expert for
the special process, the Expert Group and the International Conmittee of the
Red Cross Wirking Group on Mssing Persons by providing all relevant
information to aid in determning the fate of missing persons in conformty
with their obligations under the peace agreenent;

35. Rem nds the Governnent of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro) of its responsibility to investigate enforced
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di sappearances, enhance its cooperation with the Republic of Croatia and with
the State of Bosnia and Herzegovina in tracing mssing persons and to provide
conpl ete and precise information on this subject, calls upon the Governnent of
t he Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) to live up to its
bilateral agreenent with the Republic of Croatia to this effect, to accept
simlar bilateral arrangements with the State of Bosnia and Herzegovina and to
respond positively to the efforts of the expert for the special process,

i ncl udi ng by attendi ng high-level intergovernnental neetings to this end;

36. Requests the expert for the special process to assune
responsi bility for securing appropriate support, including financia
assistance, for the activities of the Expert Goup, and requests the
i nternational community to make avail abl e the necessary neans for this
undert aki ng;

37. Recommends to this end that the United Nations H gh Conmm ssi oner
for Human Ri ghts provide, through existing voluntary fundi ng mechani sns, means
to assist the expert for the special process to secure the necessary financi al
assi stance;

38. Decides to extend for one year the mandate of the expert for the
speci al process dealing with mssing persons, and requests himto continue to
report to the Commission on this matter;

39. Requests the Secretary-General to continue providing the specia
process on missing persons with the necessary resources, so that it can
performits functions continuously and expeditiously;

VI

Speci al Rapporteur

40. Conmends both the former and the current Special Rapporteur of the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights on the situation of human rights in the State of
Bosni a and Herzegovi na, the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avi a (Serbia and Montenegro) for their efforts, welcomes the report of
the Special Rapporteur, and calls on the Governnents of these States to
continue to support the work of the Special Rapporteur

41. Notes with concern that the past recomrendati ons of the
Speci al Rapporteur have been inplemented only in part, and urges the
parties, all States and rel evant organi zations to give i nmedi ate consi deration
to them

42. Urges Menber States to take into account the Special Rapporteur's
recomendati on that major reconstruction aid for the State of Bosnia and
Her zegovi na must be made conditional on denonstrated respect for human rights,
and enphasi zes in that respect the necessity of cooperation with the
I nternational Tribunal;

43. Recommends that the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human

Rights maintain his offices in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia for
t he purpose of mmintaining cooperation and dial ogue with the Governnent;
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44, Requests the Special Rapporteur, in addition to the activities
mandated in its resolution 1994/72 of 9 March 1994 and in order to increase
coordi nation with other actors in the field of hunman rights and to pronote
reconciliation anong the parties:

(a) To establish a plan for her reporting on the human rights situation
in the State of Bosnia and Herzegovina, particularly relating to ongoing
abuses of human rights;

(b) To support the H gh Representative's efforts to report on the
i mpl enent ati on of the peace agreenent by providing i nformati on and
recomendat i ons concerning conpliance with the human rights el enents of the
agr eenent ;

(c) To continue to conpile an overview of the human rights situation
since 1991 in coordination with relevant human rights organizations and the
I nternational Tribunal;

45, Decides to extend for one year the mandate of the Speci al
Rapporteur as revised in the present resolution, and requests that she
continue her vital efforts, especially by carrying out mssions to:

(a) The State of Bosnia and Herzegovi na;
(b) The Republic of Croatia;

(c) The Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro), in
particular to Kosovo, as well as to Sandjak and Vojvodi na, and that she
continue to subnmit periodic reports to the Conm ssion on Human Rights and the
Ceneral Assenbly and to exchange informati on and advice on the hunman rights
situation in the territories covered by her mandate with the High
Representative, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and
ot her conpetent organi zations, and requests the Secretary-General to continue
to make the Special Rapporteur's reports available to the Security Council and
to the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe;

46. Urges the Secretary-Ceneral, fromw thin existing resources, to
make all necessary resources available for the Special Rapporteur to carry out
her mandate successfully and in particular to provide her with adequate staff
based in those territories to ensure effective continuous nonitoring of the
hurman rights situation there and coordination with other United Nations bodies
i nvol ved;

47. Decides to continue its exam nation of this question at its
fifty-third session under the sanme agenda itens.

59th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X ]
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1996/ 72. Situation of human rights in Iraq

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling that human rights and fundanmental freedons are the birthright
of all human persons and that their protection and pronotion is the first
responsi bility of Governnents,

Reaf firm ng that all Menber States have the duty to fulfil the
obl i gations they have undertaken under the various international instruments
inthis field,

M ndful that Iraq is a party to the International Covenants on Human
Rights and to other international human rights instrunents,

Recal ling Security Council resolution 688 (1991) of 5 April 1991, in
whi ch the Council demanded an end to the repression of the Iraqgi civilian
popul ation and insisted that Iraq cooperate with humanitarian organi zations to
ensure that the human and political rights of all lragi citizens were
respect ed,

Recalling also Security Council resolutions 706 (1991) of 15 August 1991
712 (1991) of 19 Septenber 1991 and 778 (1992) of 2 Cctober 1992,

Recalling further Security Council resolution 986 (1995) of
14 April 1995, by which the Council authorized States to pernmit inports of
Iragi oil up to the anobunt of 1 billion United States dollars every 90 days,
on a renewabl e basis, to be used to purchase essential food and nedica
supplies for humanitarian purposes, and wel com ng the acceptance by the
Governnent of Irag of the Secretary-General's invitation to enter into
di scussion on this issue with the United Nations Secretari at,

Recalling in particular its resolution 1991/74 of 6 March 1991, in which
t he Conmi ssion requested its Chairman to appoint a special rapporteur to make
a thorough study of the violations of human rights by the CGovernnent of Iraq,
based on all information the Special Rapporteur might deemrel evant, including
i nformation provided by intergovernnental and non-governnental organizations
and any conments and material provided by the Governnent of Iraq,

Recalling also its pertinent resol utions condeming the flagrant
violati ons of human rights by the Government of Irag, including
resol ution 1992/71 of 5 March 1992, in which it requested the Speci al
Rapporteur to continue to pursue his mandate and to visit again the northern
area of lragq in particular, as well as resolution 1995/76 of 8 March 1995, in
which it extended the nmandate of the Special Rapporteur for a further year and
requested himto submit an interimreport to the General Assenbly at its
fiftieth session and a report to the Commi ssion at its fifty-second session
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Recalling further the pertinent resolutions of the General Assenbly, in
particul ar resolution 50/191 of 22 Decenber 1995, in which the Assenbly,
deeply concerned at the overall human rights situation in lraq, decided to
continue its consideration of the situation of human rights in Iraqg at its
fifty-first session in the light of additional elenents provided by the
Conmi ssion on Hurman Ri ghts and the Economic and Soci al Council

Deeply concerned at the persisting nmassive and grave violations of human
rights by the Governnent of Iraq, regarding which there are no signs of
i mprovenent, such as summary and arbitrary executions, the enactnment and
i mpl enent ati on of decrees prescribing cruel and i nhuman puni shnents, torture
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnment, arbitrary arrests and
detentions, |ack of due process, non-respect for the rule of |aw and the
suppressi on of freedom of thought, of expression and of association, as wel
as the persistence of specific discrinmnation within the country as regards
access to food and health care, which anounts to a violation of the econonic
and social rights of lragis,

Reaffirm ng that the Governnment of lIraq is held to respect the right to
life, personal security and the rule of lawin Iraq, and that the
extrajudicial killing of persons considered to be hostile to the regine is a
grave violation of international hunman rights standards,

Deeply disturbed by reports about the climte of oppression and the dire
econoni ¢ and social situation in the south of Iragq,

Noting the responsibility of the Iraqi authorities with regard to persons
nm ssing and detained as a result of the Iragi occupation of Kuwait, and noting
also that Irag has recently renewed its participation in the Tripartite
Conmi ssi on established pursuant to the cease-fire agreenent of 1991

Regretting that the Governnent of Iraq has not seen fit to respond to the
formal request of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in
Irag to visit lrag, that there is nowlittle in the way of even fornma
cooperation extended to the Special Rapporteur by the Governnent of Iraq and
in particular that full replies have still not been given to the nany
guestions the Special Rapporteur has put to the Governnent of Iraq in previous
years,

Expressing concern at the exceptional gravity of the human rights
situation in lraq and, therefore, endorsing the Special Rapporteur's repeated
proposal s for the deploynent of a team of human rights nonitors and for the
sendi ng of human rights nonitors to such locations as would facilitate
i mproved information flow and assessnment and would help in the independent
verification of reports on the situation of human rights in Iraq,

Wl coming in that respect the sending of two fact-finding mssions in
order to obtain supplenentary information and testinonies fromlragi citizens
who recently fled Iraq, victins of severe human rights violations for which
the Governnent of Iraq has general responsibility under international |aw,
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1. Takes note with appreciation of the report on the situation of
human rights in Irag submitted by the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN 4/1996/61) and

t he concl usi ons and recomendati ons contai ned therein;

2. Expresses its strong condemmation of the massive and extrenely
grave violations of human rights for which the Government of lraq is fully

responsi bl e, resulting in an all-pervasive order of repression and oppression
whi ch i s sustai ned by broad-based discrinination and w despread terror, in
particul ar:

(a) Sunmary and arbitrary executions, including political Kkillings;

(b) The wi despread routine practice of systematic torture in its nost
cruel fornmns;

(c) The enactnent and inplementation of decrees prescribing cruel and
unusual puni shrment, nanmely nutilation, as a penalty for certain of fences and
t he abuse and diversi on of medical -care services for the purpose of such
nmutil ati ons;

(d) Enforced or involuntary di sappearances, routinely practised
arbitrary arrests and detention and consistent and routine failure to respect
due process and the rule of |aw,

(e) Suppressi on of freedom of thought, information, expression
associ ati on and assenbly, through fear of arrest, inprisonnment and ot her
sanctions, including the death penalty, as well as harsh Iimtations on
freedom of novenent;

3. Calls upon the Government of lrag to resolve the cases of
di sappearances of Kuwaitis and nationals of other States by providing detail ed
information on all persons deported fromor arrested in Kuwait between
2 August 1990 and 26 February 1991 and on those who were executed or died in
detention during or after that period, as well as on the location of their
graves, and also calls in particular upon the Governnent of Iraq:

(a) To release imediately all Kuwaitis and nationals of other States
who rmay still be held in detention;

(b) To step up its cooperation with the Tripartite Comm ssion ainmed at
di scoveri ng the whereabouts and resolving the fates of the remmining severa
hundred m ssing persons and prisoners of war, Kuwaitis and third-country
nati onal s who di sappeared during or subsequent to the illegal Iraqi occupation
of Kuwait;

(c) To establish inmediately a national conm ssion on di sappearances
and take appropriate steps to cooperate closely with the Wrking G oup on
Enforced or Involuntary D sappearances to ook into the fate of those who
di sappear ed;

- 231 -



(d) To pay appropriate conpensation to the fanmlies of persons who died
while in the custody of Iragi authorities or for whomthe Government of Iragq
is responsible and has so far failed to account, through the nmechani sm
establ i shed by Security Council resolution 692 (1991) of 20 May 1991

4, Takes note of recent negotiations indicating some willingness on
the part of the Governnent of Iraq to discuss the nodalities of inplenenting
the "oil for food" fornula, and urges the Government of lraq to cooperate with
the United Nations to cone to a conclusion of those negotiations in order to
purchase urgently needed food and nedical supplies for humanitarian purposes,
as authorized by the Security Council in its resolution 986 (1995) of
14 April 1995;

5. Calls once again upon Iraq, as a State party to the Internationa
Covenant on Econom c, Social and CQultural Rights and to the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts, to abide by its freely undertaken
obligations under the Covenants and under other international instrunents on
human rights, and particularly to respect and ensure the rights of al
i ndividuals, irrespective of their origin, within its territory and subject to
its jurisdiction;

6. Denmands that the Government of Iragq:

(a) Bring the actions of its military and security forces into
conformity with the standards of international law, in particular those of the
I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts;

(b) Restore the i ndependence of the judiciary and abrogate all |aws
granting inpunity to specified forces or persons killing or injuring
i ndi vidual s for any purpose beyond the adninistration of justice under the
rule of Iaw as prescribed by international standards;

(c) Abrogate all decrees that prescribe cruel and i nhuman puni shrent or
treatment and take every step necessary to ensure that all persons arbitrarily
detained are i medi ately rel eased and that the practice of torture and crue
and unusual punishnments and treatnent no | onger occurs;

(d) Abrogate also all |laws and procedures, including Revolution Comand
Counci| Decree No. 840, of 4 Novenber 1986, that penalize the free expression
of competing views and ideas, and to ensure that the genuine will of the
peopl e shall be the basis of authority in the State;

(e) Havi ng sole responsibility in this regard, renove the interna
enbargo on the northern region, which permts essentially no exceptions for
humani tari an needs, elimnate its discrimnatory practices restricting access
to food and health care in the southern region and cooperate with
i nternational humanitarian agencies in the provision of relief to those in
need t hroughout Iragq;

(f) Cease inmediately its repressive practices ainmed at the lIraqgi Kurds

and other minorities, as well as the population of the southern marsh area,
cooperate in the identification of mnefields existing throughout Irag with a
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viewto facilitating their marking and eventual clearing and cooperate with
international aid agencies to provide hunmanitarian assistance in the northern
and sout hern areas of the country;

7. Regrets the failure of the Government of Iraq to provide
sati sfactory replies concerning the violations of human rights brought to the
attention of the Special Rapporteur, and calls upon the Governnent to reply
wi t hout delay in a conprehensive and detail ed manner so as to enable the
Speci al Rapporteur to fornulate the appropriate reconmendations to i nprove the
situation of human rights in Irag;

8. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the Special Rapporteur
with all necessary assistance in carrying out his mandate and to take the
necessary neasures in order to send a team of hunman rights nmonitors to such
| ocations as would facilitate inproved information fl ows and assessnment and
woul d help in the independent verification of reports on the situation of
human rights in Iraq;

9. Decides to extend for a further year the mandate of the Specia
Rapporteur, as contained in Comm ssion resolutions 1991/74 of 6 March 1991
1992/ 71 of 5 March 1992, 1993/74 of 10 March 1993, 1994/74 of 9 March 1994
and 1995/76 of 8 March 1995;

10. Urges the Governnment of lrag to accord its full cooperation to the
Speci al Rapporteur, in particular during his next visit to Iraq;

11. Requests the Special Rapporteur to report periodically to the
Conmi ssion on Hurman Rights on the situation of human rights in Irag and to
submit an interimreport on the situation of human rights in Irag to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session and a report to the Conm ssion at
its fifty-third session;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to provide appropriate additiona
resources, fromw thin existing overall United Nations resources to fund the
sendi ng of human rights nonitors;

13. Decides to continue its consideration of the situation of hunan
rights in Iraq, under the sane agenda item at its fifty-third session.

60th neeting
23 April 1996

[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 30 votes to none,
with 21 abstentions. See chap X.]

1996/ 73. Situation of human rights in the Sudan

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng that all States have an obligation to pronote and protect
hurman rights and fundanmental freedons as enbodied in the Charter of the
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Internationa
Covenants on Human Ri ghts and ot her applicable hunman rights instrunents,
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Recalling the obligation by all parties to respect internationa
humani tari an | aw,

Recal ling al so resolution AHG Res. 213 (XXVII1) on the strengthening of
cooperation and coordi nati on anong African States, adopted by the Assenbly of
Heads of State and CGovernnent of the Organization of African Unity at its
twenty-ei ghth ordinary session, held in Dakar from29 June to 1 July 1992,
and recalling the Addis Ababa agreenent of July 1990,

Recal ling further General Assenbly resolution 50/197 of 22 Decenber 1995
on the human rights situation in the Sudan and its own resolution 1995/77
of 8 March 1995, also on the human rights situation in the Sudan

Noting with deep concern reports of grave human rights violations in
the Sudan, particularly sumary executions, detentions without trial, forced
di spl acenment of persons and torture, as described in, inter alia, reports
submtted to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights by the Special Rapporteur on the
guestion of torture, the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, sumary or
arbitrary executions, the Special Rapporteur on religious intolerance and
t he Chairnen of the Working Goups on Arbitrary Detention and on Enforced or
I nvol untary Di sappear ances,

Noting also with concern the |atest reports of the Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human rights in the Sudan to the General Assenbly (A/ 50/569
annex) and to the Conmi ssion (E/ CN. 4/1996/62),

Wl com ng the announcenent on 23 August 1995 by the CGovernnent of
the Sudan of a national ammesty and the rel ease of political detainees,

Deeply concerned about the continuing human rights violations and abuses
by all parties engaged in the conflict in the Sudan, as reported by the
Speci al Rapporteur in his npbst recent report,

Deeply concerned al so about continued acts of indiscrimnate and
del i berate aerial bonbardnent by the Governnent of the Sudan of civilian
targets in southern Sudan, including humanitarian relief operations, in clear
violation of international humanitarian |aw, which have added to the suffering
of the civilian population and resulted in casualties to civilians, including
relief workers,

Deeply concerned further that access of international relief
organi zations to civilian populations critically at risk, despite sone
i mprovenent in certain areas, continues to be severely inpeded, violating
i nternational humanitarian law and the tripartite access agreenent between the
Covernment, sout hern opposition groups and Operation Lifeline Sudan, and
representing a threat to human life that constitutes an offence to hunman
dignity,

Expressing the hope that the continuing dial ogue between the Government
of the Sudan and ot her parties and donor Governnents, Operation Lifeline Sudan
and international private voluntary agencies will result in inproved
cooperation for the delivery of humanitarian assistance to all persons in
need,
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Al arnmed by the large nunber of internally displaced persons and victins
of discrimnation in the Sudan, notably from southern Sudan and the Nuba
Mount ai n regi on, especially wonen, nmenbers of minorities and children who have
been forcibly displaced in violation of their human rights and who are in need
of relief, assistance and protection

Deeply concerned about continued reports of activities such as slavery,
servitude, the slave trade and forced | abour, the sale and trafficking of
children, their abduction and forced internnent at undi scl osed | ocations,

i deol ogi cal indoctrination or cruel, inhuman or degradi ng puni shnents,
especi ally but not exclusively affecting displaced fanmilies and wonmen and
children belonging to racial, ethnic and religious mnorities from

sout hern Sudan, the Nuba Muuntains and the Ingessana Hills areas,

Gravely concerned about the failure of the Governnent of the Sudan to
i nvestigate actively reports of sone of these practices, especially in the
light of the fact that it is reported that they have frequently been carried
out by agents acting under governnent authority or taking place with the
know edge of the CGovernnent of the Sudan

Taki ng note of recent efforts reported by the Governnment of the Sudan to
begi n i nvestigation of cases of di sappearance and of slavery, servitude, the
slave trade, forced | abour and sinilar practices in the Sudan, as well as to
propose neasures to put an end to verified instances of the latter practices,
as urged by the CGeneral Assenbly in resolution 50/197,

Al arnmed by the continui ng exodus of refugees into nei ghbouring countries,
consci ous of the burden that this places on those countries, and expressing
its appreciation of the efforts of host countries and of the internationa
conmunity to assist the refugees,

G avely disturbed by the failure of the Government to provide full and
impartial investigations and reports on human rights violations and abuses,
especially those |linked to the di sappearance or killing of Sudanese enpl oyees
of foreign relief organizations,

Deeply concerned about policies, practices and activities which are
directed against and particularly violate the human rights of wonen and girls,
and noting the continuation of such practices as reported by the Specia
Rapporteur in his latest reports, including civil and judicial discrimnation
agai nst wonen,

Expressing serious concern about reports of religious persecution and
forced conversion in governnent-controlled areas of the Sudan

Wl com ng the di al ogue and contacts between non-governnent a
organi zations and the religious nminorities in the Sudan, aimed at inproving
rel ati ons between the CGovernnent of the Sudan and the religious mnority
groups,
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Wl coming also the invitations to visit the Sudan extended by the
CGovernment of the Sudan to the Special Rapporteurs on religious intolerance
and on freedom of expression, as al so suggested by the General Assenbly in
resol uti on 50/ 197,

Noting the establishnment by the Governnment of the Sudan of Nationa
Conmittees for Human Ri ghts Education

Taking note of the elections conducted in the Sudan in March 1996, noting
the remarks nmade in that connection by the El ection hserver M ssion of the
Organi zation of African Unity, and expressing the hope that this first step
will lead to the holding of free and fair elections,

1. Wl cones the nost recent report of the Special Rapporteur
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 62), and expresses its support for his work;

2. Expresses its deep concern at continued serious hunman rights
violations in the Sudan, including summary executions, extrajudicial killings,

arbitrary arrests, detentions wi thout due process, enforced or involuntary

di sappearances, violations of the rights of wonen and children, slavery and
slavery-1like practices, forced displacenent of persons and systematic torture,
and denial of the freedom of expression, association and peaceful assenbly,
and enphasi zes that it is essential to put an end to violations of human
rights in the Sudan;

3. Expresses its outrage at the use of mlitary force by all parties
to the conflict to disrupt or attack relief efforts ainmed at assisting
civilian populations, and calls for an end to such practices and for those
responsi bl e for such actions to be brought to justice;

4, Renews its call to the Governnment of the Sudan fully to respect
human rights, and calls upon all parties to the conflict to cooperate in order
to ensure such respect;

5. Deeply regrets the fact that, since 1993, the CGovernnent of
the Sudan has persisted in its refusal to cooperate with the Specia
Rapporteur in his efforts to carry out his mandate in full, in particular by
denying himthe right to visit the Sudan and by issuing unacceptable threats
agai nst his person;

6. Wl cones the decision of the Governnment of the Sudan to re-extend
its full and unreserved cooperation and to assist the Special Rapporteur in
t he di scharge of his nmandate, and calls upon the Governnment, to that end, to
take all necessary steps to ensure that the Special Rapporteur has free and
unlimted access to any person and any area in the Sudan

7. Again urges the CGovernment of the Sudan to release all renaining
political detainees, to cease all acts of torture and cruel, inhuman or

degradi ng puni shrent and cl ose down all cl andestine or unacknow edged
detention centres, and to ensure that all accused persons are held in the
custody of ordinary police or prison authorities where fanly nenbers and
| awyers can visit themand that such persons receive pronpt, just and fair
trials under internationally recognized standards;

- 236 -



8. Calls upon the Government of the Sudan to conply with applicable
i nternational human rights instruments and to bring its national |egislation
into accordance with the instrunents to which the Sudan is a party and to
ensure that all individuals in its territory and subject to its jurisdiction
i ncludi ng nenbers of all religious and ethnic groups, enjoy fully the rights
recogni zed in these instrunents;

9. Urges the Governnment of the Sudan to investigate reported policies
or activities which support, condone, encourage or foster the sale of or
trafficking in children, the separation of children fromtheir fanilies and
soci al backgrounds or which subject children to forced internment,

i ndoctrination or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatnment or punishrment, and to
term nate i medi ately any such policies or activities and bring to trial any
persons suspected of involvenent in them

10. Al so urges the Governnent of the Sudan, following its letter to the
Centre for Human Rights of 22 March 1996, to carry out its investigations
wi t hout delay into cases of slavery, servitude, the slave trade, forced | abour
and simlar institutions and practices, as reported by the Special Rapporteur
and others, and to take all appropriate neasures to put an inmediate end to
t hese practices;

11. Wl cones the reported rel ease of femal e detainees with children and
any other activities designed to assist such persons, and encourages the
CGovernment of the Sudan to work actively for the eradi cation of practices
whi ch are directed against and particularly violate the human rights of wonen
and girls, especially in the light of the Beijing Declaration and Pl atformfor
Action (A/ CONF. 177/ 20) adopted at the Fourth Wbrld Conference on Wnen:

Action for Equality, Devel opnent and Peace;

12. Calls upon the Government of the Sudan to cease inmediately the
del i berate and indiscrimnate aerial bonbardnent of civilian targets and
relief operations;

13. Notes with appreciation the regional efforts of the heads of State
of the Intergovernnmental Authority on Drought and Devel opnent (Eritrea,
Et hi opi a, Kenya and Uganda) to assist parties to the conflict in the Sudan to
reach a peaceful settlenent, and urges all parties to the conflict to
cooperate fully with that regi onal peace initiative in order to agree to an
i medi ate cease-fire, negotiate an equitable resolution of the civil conflict
and ensure respect for the human rights and fundanmental freedons of the
Sudanese peopl e, thereby creating the necessary conditions to end the exodus
of Sudanese refugees to nei ghbouring countries and facilitating their early
return to the Sudan;

14. Wl cones the recently signed peace agreenent between the Governnent
of the Sudan and the South Sudan | ndependence Myvenent and the Sudan People's
Li berati on Movenent - Bahr al Chazal Goup, as announced in Khartoum
on 10 April 1996;

15. Calls upon all parties to the hostilities to respect fully the

appl i cabl e provi sions of international humanitarian aw including article 3
common to the CGeneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and the Additiona
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Protocol s thereto of 1977, to halt the use of weapons, including |and-m nes,
against the civilian population and to protect all civilians, especially
wornen, nenbers of minorities and children, fromviolations of human rights and
humani tarian [ aw, including forcible displacenent, arbitrary detention,
ill-treatment, torture and sunmary executions;

16. Calls once nore upon the Government of the Sudan to ensure a ful
and thorough investigation by the independent judicial inquiry conm ssion of
the killing of Sudanese enpl oyees of foreign relief organizations, to bring to
justice those responsible for the killings and to provide just conpensation to
the famlies of the victins;

17. Calls again upon the CGovernnent of the Sudan and all parties to the
conflict to pernmit international agencies, humanitarian organi zati ons and
donor CGovernnents to deliver hunmanitarian assistance to the civilian
popul ation and to cooperate with initiatives of the Departnent of Humanitarian
Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat and Qperation Lifeline Sudan to
deliver humanitarian assistance to all persons in need;

18. Expresses the hope that the dial ogue between non-governnent al
organi zations and religious nminorities in the Sudan will lead to inproved
relati ons between those mnorities and the Governnent of the Sudan

19. Deci des to extend the nmandate of the Special Rapporteur for an
addi ti onal year;

20. Stresses the inportance of the Special Rapporteur continuing to
apply gender perspective systematically in the reporting process, including
i nformation collection and recomendati ons;

21. Requests the Secretary-General to give the Special Rapporteur al
necessary assistance, fromwthin existing resources, in the discharge of his
nandat e;

22. Encour ages the Special Rapporteurs on religious intolerance and on
freedom of expression to consult with the Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in the Sudan and to accept the invitations of the Covernnent
of the Sudan, |ooks forward to receiving their reports following their visits,
and hopes that these events will lead to invitations to and visits by other
thematic rapporteurs and worki ng groups;

23. Recommends that priority be given to the placenment of human rights
field officers to nonitor the situation of human rights, in the |ocations and
under the nodalities suggested by the Special Rapporteur, in order to
facilitate inproved information flow and assessnent and to help in the
i ndependent verification of reporting, with particular attention to violations
and abuses in areas of armed conflict;

24, Requests the Special Rapporteur, following his visit to the Sudan
and consultations with the Governnent of the Sudan, to report to the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights on the future need for human rights field officers,
with the understanding that the Commission will, at its fifty-third session
reassess such need;
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25. Requests the Special Rapporteur to report his findings and
recomendations to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session and to the
Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session

26. Decides to continue its consideration of this question as a natter
of priority at its fifty-third session

60th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap X ]

1996/ 74. Extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions
The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling, the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, which guarantees
the right to life, liberty and security of person

Havi ng regard to the provisions of the International Covenant on G vi
and Political Rights, in which it is stated that every human being has the
i nherent right to life, that this right shall be protected by |Iaw and that no
one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his or her life,

M ndf ul of General Assenbly resolutions on the subject of summary or
arbitrary executions, of which the latest is 49/191 of 23 Decenber 1994,

Recalling the other standards that formthe legal justification of the
nmandat e of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, sumary or arbitrary
executions, including those enunerated in Conmi ssion resolution 1992/72
of 5 March 1992 and General Assenbly resolution 47/136 of 18 Decenber 1992

Recal | ing al so Econom ¢ and Soci al Council resolution 1984/50
of 25 May 1984 and the Saf eguards guaranteeing protection of the rights of
t hose facing the death penalty annexed thereto and Econom ¢ and Social Counci
resol ution 1989/ 64 of 24 May 1989 on their inplenmentation, as well as the
Decl aration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victins of Crinme and Abuse of
Power, adopted by the General Assenbly in its resolution 40/ 34
of 29 Novenber 1985,

Deeply alarnmed at the persistence, on a large scale, of extrajudicial
summary or arbitrary executions,

Di smayed that in a nunber of countries inpunity, the negation of justice,
continues to prevail and often remains the nain cause of the continued
occurrence of extrajudicial, sunmary or arbitrary executions in those
countri es,

Wl coming the attention given to various aspects and situations of
violations of the right to life by the Special Rapporteur in his reports
(E/CN. 4/ 1996/ 4 and Corr.1 and Add.1 and 2) and his nethods of work, including
following up on comunications and country visits,
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Expr essi ng deep concern at the scarce resources, both human and nateri al
put at the disposal of the Special Rapporteur for the inplenmentation of his
mandat e, bearing in mnd his increasing workload and the persistence of
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions in all parts of the world,

Convi nced of the need for effective action to conbat and to elinminate the
abhorrent practice of extrajudicial, sunmary or arbitrary executions, which
represent a flagrant violation of the fundanental right to life,

1. Strongly condemms once again all the extrajudicial, sunmary or
arbitrary executions that continue to take place throughout the world;

2. Denmands that all Governnents ensure that the practice of
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions be brought to an end and that
they take effective action to conbat and elininate the phenomenon

3. Reiterates the obligation of all Governnents to conduct exhaustive
and inpartial investigations into all alleged extrajudicial, arbitrary or
summary executions, to identify and bring to justice those responsible, to
grant adequate conpensation to the victinms or their famlies and to adopt al
necessary neasures to prevent the recurrence of such executions;

4, Wl cones the establishnment of a preparatory committee with a view
to establishing an International Criminal Court;

5. Encourages the Governnents of all States in which the death penalty
has not been abolished to conply with their obligations under rel evant
provi sions of international human rights instrunents, taking into account the
saf equards and guarantees referred to in Econonic and Social Counci
resol utions 1984/50 of 25 May 1984 and 1989/ 64 of 24 May 1989;

6. Wl cones the report of the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1996/4
and Corr.1 and Add.1 and 2), and stresses his recommendati ons nade after his
visits to particular countries;

7. Requests the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his nmandate:

(a) To continue to exam ne situations of extrajudicial, sunmary or
arbitrary executions and to subnit on an annual basis his findings, together
wi th concl usi ons and recommendations, to the Comni ssion on Hunan Ri ghts, as
wel | as such other reports as the Special Rapporteur deens necessary in order
to keep the Conm ssion on Human Rights infornmed about such serious situations
of extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions that warrant its inmediate
attention;

(b) To respond effectively to informati on which cones before him in
particul ar when an extrajudicial, sumrary or arbitrary execution is inm nent
or threatened or when such an execution has occurred,

(c) To enhance further his dialogue with Governnents, as well as to

foll ow up on reconmendati ons made in reports after visits to particular
countries;
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(d) To continue to pay special attention to extrajudicial, summary
or arbitrary executions of children and wonen and to allegations concerning
violations of the right to life in the context of violence against
participants in denonstrations and ot her peaceful public manifestations or
agai nst persons belonging to mnorities;

(e) To pay special attention to extrajudicial, sumary or arbitrary
executions where the victins are individuals who are carrying out peacefu
activities in defence of human rights and fundanental freedons;

(f) To continue nmonitoring the inplenentation of existing internationa
standards on safeguards and restrictions relating to the inposition of capita
puni shrrent, bearing in mnd the conments made by the Hunan Rights Conmittee in
its interpretation of article 6 of the International Covenant on G vil and
Political R ghts, as well as the Second Optional Protocol thereto;

(9) To apply a gender-perspective in his work;

8. Urges the Special Rapporteur to drawto the attention of the
United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts such situations of
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions as are of particularly serious
concern to himor where early action night prevent further deterioration;

9. Wl cones the cooperation established between the Special Rapporteur
and other United Nations nechani sns and procedures in the field of human
rights, as well as with nmedical and forensic experts, and encourages the
Speci al Rapporteur to continue efforts in this regard;

10. Urges Covernnments to undertake all necessary and possi bl e neasures
to prevent loss of life during situations of public manifestations, interna
and comunal viol ence, disturbances, tension and public energency or armned
conflicts and to ensure that the police and security forces receive thorough
training in human rights matters and, in particular, with regard to
restrictions on the use of force and firearns in the discharge of their
functi ons;

11. Appeal s to all Governnents to ensure that all persons deprived of
their liberty are treated with humanity and with respect for the inherent
dignity of the human person and that conditions in places of detention conform
to the Standard M nimum Rules for the Treatnent of Prisoners and, where
applicable, the 1949 Geneva Conventions and the 1977 Protocols thereto in
relation to the treatment of prisoners in arned conflicts, and other pertinent
i nternational instrunents;

12. Strongly urges all CGovernnents to respond to the comunications
transmitted to them by the Special Rapporteur, and urges themand all others
concerned to cooperate with and assist the Special Rapporteur so that his
mandat e may be carried out effectively, including, where appropriate, by
issuing invitations to the Special Rapporteur when he so requests;
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13. Expresses its appreciation to those Governnments that have invited
t he Special Rapporteur to visit their countries, asks themto exam ne
carefully the recomrendati ons made by him and invites themto report to the
Speci al Rapporteur on action taken on these recomendati ons;

14. Expresses its concern that a nunber of Governments, nentioned in
the report of the Special Rapporteur, have not replied to specific allegations
and reports of extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions transnitted to
t hem by the Special Rapporteur;

15. Encour ages CGovernments, United Nations bodies and organs, the
speci al i zed agenci es and i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organizations,
as appropriate, to initiate, coordinate or support progranmes designhed to
train and educate mlitary forces, |aw enforcenent officers and governnent
officials, as well as nenbers of the United Nations peace-keepi ng or observer
nm ssions, on human rights and humanitarian | aw i ssues connected with their
wor k, and appeals to the international community to support endeavours to that
end;

16. Requests the Secretary-General to informthe Conm ssion on the
i mpl enent ati on of Econom ¢ and Soci al Council decision 1995/284
of 25 July 1995, to provide the Special Rapporteur, fromw thin existing
resources and as a matter of priority, with additional human, financial and
materi al resources, keeping in mnd the conments on this matter in the report
of the Special Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1996/4, para. 619), in order to enable him
to carry out his mandate effectively, including through country visits;

17. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to continue to use his best
endeavours in cases where the m ni mum standard of |egal safeguards provided
for in articles 6, 9, 14 and 15 of the International Covenant on Cvil and
Political Rights appears not to be respected;

18. Further requests the Secretary-General to continue, in close
col l aboration with the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights, in
conformity with his nandate established by the General Assenbly inits
resol ution 48/ 141 of 20 Decenber 1993, to ensure that personnel specialized in
human rights and humanitarian |l aw i ssues formpart of United Nations m ssions,
where appropriate, in order to deal with serious human rights violations, such
as extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions;

19. Invites the Special Rapporteur to submit an interimreport to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session on the situation worldw de in
regard to summary or arbitrary executions and his recomendati ons for nore
effective action to conbat that phenomenon
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20. Deci des to consider the question of extrajudicial, summary or
arbitrary executions as a matter of high priority at its fifty-third session
under the itementitled "Question of the violation of human rights and
fundanental freedons in any part of the world, with particular reference to
col oni al and ot her dependent countries and territories".

60th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X]

1996/ 75. Situation of human rights in Af ghani stan

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Humman Rights, the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts and internationa
humani tarian [aw, as set out in the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and
the Additional Protocols thereto of 1977,

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have an obligation to pronote and
protect human rights and fundanental freedons and to fulfil the obligations
t hey have freely undertaken under the various international instrunents,

Recal | i ng Econom ¢ and Social Council resolution 1984/37 of 24 May 1984,
in which the Council requested the Chairman of the Conmi ssion on Human Rights
to appoint a special rapporteur to exanine the situation of human rights in
Af ghani st an,

Recalling in particular, its resolution 1995/74 of 8 March 1995, in which
t he Conmi ssion decided to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in Afghanistan for one year and to request himto
consi der submtting a report to the General Assenbly at its fiftieth session
and Econoni c and Social Council decision 1995/285 of 25 July 1995, in which
t he Council approved the Conmi ssion's decision

Concerned that armed confrontation persists in certain parts of the
territory of Afghanistan

Awar e that peace and security in Afghani stan are conducive to the
full restoration of all human rights and fundanental freedons, the voluntary
return of refugees to their honeland in safety and dignity, the clearance
of mnefields in many parts of the country, and the reconstruction and
rehabilitation of Afghanistan

Deeply concerned at reports of human rights abuses and viol ati ons of
humani tarian | aw and human rights, including the rights to life, to liberty
and security of person and to freedom of opinion, expression and associ ation

Concerned in particular at the situation of wonen and children,
especi ally regardi ng access to basic education for girl children and access by
worren to enploynment, training and their effective participation in the
political and cultural |ife throughout the country,
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Concerned also that a unified judicial system cannot be established
t hr oughout the country under the prevailing circunstances, and stressing the
necessity, until one is created, for regional admnistrations to assune
responsibility for the protection of the human rights of those people under
their control

Commendi ng the activities carried out for the welfare of the Afghan
peopl e by various agenci es and progranmes of the United Nations, as well as by
the International Comrmittee of the Red Cross and ot her humanitarian
or gani zat i ons,

Noting with satisfaction that the voluntary repatriation of the Afghan
ref ugees has resuned, although full repatriation has been inpeded by the
continuing conflict,

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human rights in Afghanistan (E/ CN 4/1996/64), of his

concl usi ons and recomendati ons, including his suggestion for the appoi ntment
of a human rights field officer in Kabul, and of the translation of previous
reports into the Dari and Pashtu | anguages,

1. Wl cones the cooperation that the governnental and | oca
authorities in Afghani stan and the CGovernnent of Pakistan have extended to the
Speci al Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan;

2. Urges all the Afghan parties to work and cooperate fully with the
United Nations Special Mssion to Afghanistan with a view to achieving a
conprehensive political solution |eading to the cessation of arned
confrontation and the establishnment of a denocratic Government el ected through
free and fair elections to be held throughout the country and based on the
right to self-determ nation of the people of Afghanistan

3. Recogni zes that the pronotion and protection of human rights should
be an essential elenment in the achi evenent of a conprehensive solution to the
crisis in Afghanistan, and therefore invites the Special M ssion and the
Speci al Rapporteur to exchange relevant information and to consult and
cooperate with each other

4, Urges all the Afghan parties to respect fully internationa
humanitarian law, to protect civilians, to halt the use of weapons agai nst the
civilian population, including the rocket attacks against civilian suburbs of
Kabul , to stop the laying of land-m nes and to prohibit the drafting and the
recruitnment of children as para-conbatants;

5. Calls upon all Afghan parties to respect fully all human rights
and fundanental freedons, including the rights of wonen and children, in
accordance with international human rights instruments, and calls upon the
Af ghan authorities to ensure the effective participation of wonmen in the
soci al, econonmic, political and cultural l|ife throughout the country,

i ncl udi ng educati on and enpl oynent;

6. Calls upon all authorities in Afghanistan to ensure equal treatnent
to worren and girls, and calls particularly upon |ocal authorities in Kandahar
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and Herat to proceed urgently to the reopening of the prinmary and secondary
schools for girls, which have been cl osed recently, and to reintegrate wonen
in their previous jobs;

7. Calls for the unconditional and simnultaneous rel ease of al
prisoners of war, wherever they are held, including former Soviet prisoners of
war, and for the tracing of the nmany Afghans still missing as the result of
t he war;

8. Calls upon all warring parties in Afghanistan to refrain from
detaining foreign nationals and urge their captors to rel ease them
i medi at el y;

9. Calls upon the Afghan authorities to investigate thoroughly the
fate of those persons who have di sappeared during the conflict, to apply the
Ammesty Decree issued in 1992 by the Transitional Islamc State of Afghanistan
in a strictly non-discrimninatory manner, to reduce the period during which
prisoners await trial and to treat all suspected, convicted or detained
persons in accordance with relevant international instrunents;

10. Urges the Afghan authorities to provide sufficient and effective
renedies to the victins of grave violations of human rights and accepted
humani tarian rules and to bring their perpetrators to trial in accordance wth
i nternationally accepted standards;

11. Appeal s to Menber States and to the international community to
continue to provide adequate hunmanitarian assi stance to the people of
Af ghani stan and to the Afghan refugees in the neighbouring countries pending
their voluntary repatriation in accordance with relevant internationa
instruments, in particular through the support of activities such as mne
detection and clearance and repatriation projects undertaken by the Ofice of
the United Nations Hi gh Conmissioner for Refugees, the Coordinator for
Hurmani tari an and Econoni c Assi stance Programmes Rel ating to Afghani stan and
other United Nations agencies or non-governnental humanitarian organi zations;

12. Strongly urges, in the light of recent events, all parties to the
conflict to take all necessary neasures to ensure the safety and security of
all diplomatic nmissions in Kabul, the personnel of humanitarian organizations
and the representatives of the nedia in Afghanistan

13. Urges all countries to respect the full national independence,
territorial integrity and the non-interference in the internal affairs of
Af ghani stan, and takes note with concern of paragraph 37 of the report of the
Speci al Rapporteur (E/ CN. 4/1996/64) wherein he is infornmed of the presence of
forei gners anong prisoners of war

14. Invites the United Nations to offer, once national reconciliation
i s achi eved and upon request of the governnental authorities, advisory
servi ces and technical assistance concerning the drafting of a constitution
whi ch shoul d enbody internationally accepted human rights principles and the
hol di ng of direct elections;
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15. Encourages the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zation to study, with the contribution of its conpetent comittees,
appropriate ways and nmeans to restore the Afghan system of education and
cultural heritage, in particular the restoration of the Kabul nuseum

16. Urges the Afghan authorities to continue to extend their ful
cooperation to the Conmi ssion on Hunman Rights and its Special Rapporteur;

17. Deci des to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur for
one year, and requests the Special Rapporteur to report on the situation
of human rights in Afghanistan to the Conmission at its fifty-third session
and to consider submitting a report to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-first session;

18. Requests the Special Rapporteur to continue to apply a gender
perspective in his reporting;

19. Decides to continue its consideration of the human rights situation
in Afghanistan, as a matter of high priority, under the agenda itementitled
"Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental freedons in any
part of the world, with particular reference to colonial and other dependent
countries and territories".

60th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X ]

1996/ 76. Situation of human rights in Rwanda

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, the International Bill of
Human Ri ghts, the Convention on the Prevention and the Punishnment of the Cine
of Genoci de and ot her applicable human rights and hunmani tarian | aw st andards,

Recalling its resolution 1995/91 of 8 March 1995, and taking note
of General Assenbly resolutions 50/57 of 12 Decenber 1995 and 50/ 200 of
22 Decenber 1995 and Security Council resolution 1050 (1996) of 8 March 1996

Deeply concerned by reports of the Special Rapporteur and the Human
Rights Field Operation in Ravanda that genoci de and systematic and w despread
viol ations of international humanitarian |law, including crinmes against
humanity and grave violations and abuses of human rights, were comitted in
Rwanda,

Recogni zi ng that effective action nust be taken to ensure that the
perpetrators of genocide and crinmes against humanity are pronptly brought to
justice,

Noting with concern the reports by the Special Rapporteur and the Hunan
Rights Field Operation in Rwanda of violations of human rights and fundanent al
freedons i n Rwanda,
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Wl comi ng the conmitrents of the Governnent of Rwanda to protect and
pronote respect for human rights and fundanmental freedons, to elimnate
impunity and to facilitate the process of voluntary and safe return
resettl enent and reintegration of refugees, as reaffirmed in the agreenents
reached at Nairobi, Bujunbura and Cairo in 1995, and at Tunis in 1996 and
wel com ng the conmitnents by Governnents in the region regarding refugees,

Stressing its concern that the United Nations should continue to play an
active role in assisting the Governnent of Rwanda in pronoting the return of
refugees, in consolidating a climate of confidence and stability and in
pronoting the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Rwanda,

Reaffirm ng the Iink between the voluntary return of refugees to their
hormes and the normalization of the situation in Rwanda, and concerned that
continuing acts of intinidation and violence within the canps for refugees,
particularly by the former Rwandan aut horities, prevent refugees from
returning to their homes,

Noting the United Nations support for all efforts to reduce tension and
restore stability in the Geat Lakes Region, including initiatives of the
Organi zation of African Unity, States in the region and internationa
organi zations, and encouraging the efforts of the Secretary-General to ensure
the inplenentati on of comitnents to ensure security, peace and stability in
the Great Lakes Region and, in this context, to continue consultations on the
possi bl e conveni ng of a conference on the Great Lakes Regi on

1. Wl cones the report of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for
Human Rights on the Human Rights Field Operation in Ravanda (E CN. 4/1996/111)
and the reports of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in
Rwanda (E/ CN. 4/1996/7 and E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 68);

2. Condemns in the strongest ternms acts of genocide, violations of
i nternational humanitarian law and all violations and abuses of human rights

i n Rwanda;

3. Expresses its deep concern at the intense suffering of the victins
of genoci de and crinmes agai nst humanity, recognizes the ongoing suffering of

their survivors, particularly the extrenely high nunber of traunatized
children and wonen victins of rape and sexual violence, and urges the
i nternational community to provide adequate assi stance to them

4, Reaffirnms that all persons who committed or authorized acts of
genoci de or other grave violations of international humanitarian | aw and those
who are responsible for grave violations of human rights are individually
responsi bl e and accountabl e for those violations and that the internationa
comunity will exert every effort, in cooperation with national and
international tribunals, to bring those responsible to justice in accordance
with international principles of due process;

5. Urges all States concerned to cooperate fully, without delay, with
the International Criminal Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible
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for CGenocide and Other Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law
Committed in the Territory of Rwanda and Rwandan Citizens Responsible for
Genoci de and Ot her Such Violations Conmitted in the Territory of Nei ghbouring
States between 1 January 1994 and 31 Decenber 1994, taking into account

the obligations contained in Security Council resolutions 955 (1994)

and 978 (1995);

6. Encourages the efforts and conmitnments of the CGovernnent of Rwanda
to ensure investigation and prosecution of those responsible for such acts, in
accordance with international principles of due process, to expedite the
processi ng of cases, to ensure conditions and treatnment in detention in
conformity with international standards, and to train all those involved in
the | egal procedures governing arrest and detention, and notes with concern
the findings of the Special Rapporteur and the Hunan Rights Field Operation in
Rwanda that arrests and detentions under conditions which do not conformto
i nternational standards, summary executions, cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatnent, and restrictions on freedom of opinion and expression are stil
t aki ng pl ace;

7. Encourages the further efforts of the Governnent of Rwanda to
reconstruct the civil adm nistration and the social, l|egal, econom c and human
rights infrastructure of Rmanda, notes that efforts in this regard are
hanpered by a | ack of resources, and wel cones the conmitnents nmade by the
Government of Rwanda to restore the rule of |aw and protect and pronote
respect for human rights and fundanental freedons;

8. Al so encourages the further efforts of the Governnent of Rwanda
to involve, without any discrimnation, all citizens not responsible for
genoci de or other grave violations of international humanitarian lawin its
adm nistrative, judicial, political and security structures;

9. Calls upon the Governnment of Rwanda to take all necessary mneasures
to ensure the safety and security of all people in Rwanda, including
United Nations personnel and other international staff serving in the country;

10. Appreciates the contribution that the human rights officers have
made towards the inprovenment of the overall situation in Rwmanda and the
i mportant role played by States, the Hunman Rights Field Qperation in Rwanda
other United Nations bodies, the International Conmittee of the Red Cross and
i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organizations in providing humanitarian
assi stance and contributing to the reconstruction and rehabilitation of
Rwanda;

11. Invites States, the organizations and bodies of the United Nations
system and intergovernmental and non-governnental organizations to continue
and intensify efforts to contribute financial and technical support to the
efforts of the Government of Rwanda towards reconstruction of the human rights
infrastructure of Rwanda and towards the inplenentation of the programe of
rehabilitation, reconstruction and national reconciliation, and wel cones the
conmitments nmade, including those at the Round Tabl e Conference at Geneva and
its md-termreviewin Kigali in July 1995
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12. Urges CGovernnents in the region to take nmeasures to prevent their
territory frombeing used to pursue a strategy of destabilization of Rwanda,
and, in this regard, urges all States concerned to cooperate fully with the
International Conmission of Inquiry on arnms flows in the Great Lakes Region
established in pursuance of Security Council resolution 1013 (1995) of
7 Septenber 1995;

13. Condemns all violence and intimdation agai nst persons in the canps
of Rwandan refugees, calls upon the appropriate authorities to ensure security
in such canps, including by separating refugees fromintimdators to
facilitate voluntary repatriation, and wel conmes the conmitnments undertaken
by the Governnents in the region in this regard;

14. Wl cones the joint efforts of the Governnment of Rwanda,
nei ghbouring countries and the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Commi ssi oner
for Refugees to assist in the voluntary and safe return of refugees through
inter alia, the work of the Tripartite Conmi ssion and the agreenents reached
at Nairobi, Bujunmbura and Cairo in 1995 and at Tunis in 1996, and al so
wel cones the efforts of the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Commi ssi oner
for Refugees, the United Nations Hi gh Comni ssioner for Human Rights, the
United Nations Devel opment Programme and other United Nations offices and
organi zations to coordinate their efforts to ensure protection of the human
rights of refugees during their return, resettlenment and reintegration;

15. Wl cones the cooperation the Governnment of Rwanda has extended to
the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, the Human Rights Field
Operation in Rwanda and the Special Rapporteur and the acceptance by the
CGovernment of Rwanda of the depl oynment of human rights field officers
t hr oughout the country;

16. Commends the efforts of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for
Human Rights, working in cooperation with and assisting the Governnent of
Rwanda, to ensure that human rights nonitoring, a conprehensive programre of
human rights assistance and confi dence-building nmeasures formintegral parts
of Rwandan and United Nations efforts aimed at conflict prevention and
peace-buil ding in Rnanda, drawi ng as appropriate on the expertise and
capacities of all parts of the United Nations system thus contributing to
the pronotion and protection of human rights in Rwnanda;

17. Takes note of Security Council resolution 1050 (1996) of
8 March 1996 in which the Council encouraged the Secretary-Ceneral
in agreenent with the Governnent of Rwanda, to maintain in Rwanda a
United Nations office for the purpose of supporting the efforts of the
Governnent of Rwanda to pronote national reconciliation, strengthen the
judicial system facilitate the return of refugees and rehabilitate the
country's infrastructure, and of coordinating the United Nations efforts to
t hat end;
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18. Wl cones the neasures taken by the United Nations H gh Conmm ssi oner
for Human Rights, working in cooperation with and assisting the Governnent of
Rwanda, to put in place the Human Rights Field Operation in Raanda, which has
as it objective:

(a) The investigation of violations of human rights and hunanitari an
I aw, including acts of genocide and crines agai nst humanity;

(b) The nonitoring of the human rights situation and the prevention of
future violations;

(c) Cooperation with other international agencies in re-establishing
confidence and thus facilitating the voluntary return and resettl enment of
r ef ugees;

(d) The rebuil ding of civil society, through programes of human rights
education and technical cooperation, particularly in the areas of the
adm ni stration of justice and conditions of arrest, detention and treatment in
detention, and through programes of cooperation with Rwandan human rights
or gani zati ons;

19. Requests the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
to report on the activities of the Human Rights Field Operation in Ravanda
to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-third session and to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session

20. Recogni zes the inportance of the Human Rights Field Operation in
Rwanda in contributing to the establishment of confidence in the country, and
recomends the continuation of its presence throughout Ramanda as well as
sufficient funds for that purpose;

21. Calls upon States to contribute urgently to the costs of the Human
Rights Field Operation in Rwmanda, and requests the Secretary-Ceneral to
propose what steps might be taken to place the operation on a nore secure
financi al basis;

22. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to ensure adequate financial and
human resources and | ogi stical support for the Human Rights Field Operation in
Rwanda, taking into account the need to depl oy a sufficient nunmber of human
rights field officers and the need for programres of technical assistance and
advi sory services for the Government of Rwanda and Rwandan human rights
organi zations, especially in the field of the adnministration of justice;

23. Deci des to extend the nmandate of the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in Rwanda, as set out in its resolution S-3/1 of
25 May 1994, for an additional year, working in cooperation with the Human
Rights Field Operation in Rnmanda, requests the Special Rapporteur to make
reconmendati ons concerning situations in which technical assistance may be
appropriate, and requests himto report to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-first session and to the Commi ssion on Human Rights at its
fifty-third session;
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24, Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide all necessary resources
to the Special Rapporteur

60th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X]

1996/ 77. Situation of human rights in Zaire

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Human Ri ghts and the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling that, in accordance with its Charter, the United Nations
fosters and encourages respect for human rights and for fundanmental freedons
for all, and that the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts stipul ates that
the will of the people is the basis of the authority of governnent,

Recalling also that, under Articles 55 and 56 of the Charter of the
United Nations, all Menber States of the Organization have an obligation to
pronote and protect human rights and fundanental freedons and to cooperate for
t hat purpose,

Bearing in mnd its resolution 1995/69 of 8 March 1995,

Enphasi zing that Zaire is a party to the International Covenant on G vi
and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and
Cultural Rights and the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, as well
as to the International Convention on the Elimnation of AIl Fornms of Racia
Di scrim nati on,

Reaffirmng in this connection the indivisibility of all human rights,

Havi ng exam ned the report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in Zaire (E/ CN. 4/1996/66), the report of the Special Rapporteur
on the question of torture (E/ CN. 4/1996/35 and Add. 1), the report of the
Worki ng Group on Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances (E/ CN. 4/1996/38), the
report of the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and | awyers
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 37) and the report of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial,
summary or arbitrary executions (E CN 4/1996/4),

Recogni zi ng that some progress has been achi eved by the Governnent of
Zaire with respect to human rights, while regretting that certain major
recomendati ons nmade by the Special Rapporteur in this area have not yet been
i mpl ement ed,

Concerned, however, at the persistence of violations of human rights in
Zaire, in particular at cases of arbitrary arrests and detentions, summary
executions, torture and i nhunan treatnment in detention centres, notably those
whi ch are administered by the arny and security services, serious shortcom ngs
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in the administration of justice, which is unable to function independently,
the inpunity of human rights violators, the rape of wonen in detention or
during looting, and forced popul ati on di spl acenents,

Recogni zi ng the heavy burden inposed on the host country and | oca
popul ations in accepting |arge nunbers of refugees from Rwanda and Burundi,
and seriously concerned at the worsening of ethnic confrontations in Kivu
following this inflow,

Bearing in nmind the Cairo and Geneva agreenents on Zaire's conmitnment to
suspend forced repatriations of refugees,

Reiterating its loathing of all forms of racial or ethnic discrimnation

Stressing that the situation described above is contributing to the
wor seni ng of the country's soci o-econonic and financial situation, in
particul ar that of the nost vul nerable groups in the popul ation, the greater
part of which cannot satisfy essential needs,

Re- enmphasi zi ng the need to put an end to the inmpunity of persons
responsi bl e for human rights violations, including nmenbers of the arny and
security forces,

Greatly concerned about the delay in the process of denocratic
transition, and wi shing to encourage the efforts being nmade to guarantee the
continuation of this process, in full respect for hunman rights and fundanental
freedons, so that the transition period can cone to an end in conformty with
the Constitutional Act of Transition, after free and nulti-party el ections,

Greatly concerned also at the delay in preparations for the el ections
resulting froma political deadl ock

Strongly regretting that the Governnent of Zaire has not yet signed the
agreenent for the establishnent of an office of the United Nations High
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights in Kinshasa, conposed of two experts entrusted
with the task of nmonitoring the situation of human rights and giving advice to
t he governnental authorities and non-governnental organizations,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Specia
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Zaire and assures the Specia

Rapporteur of its full support for the work undertaken by himwi thin the
framewor k of his nandate;

2. Depl ores the continuing violations of human rights and fundanmenta
freedons in Zaire, particularly cases of torture and cruel, inhuman or

degradi ng treatnent, violence against wonen, arbitrary detention, sunmary
executions and solitary confinenent, inhuman and degradi ng prison conditions,
particularly for children, especially in the detention centres adm nistered by
the arny and security services, enforced di sappearances and deni al of the
right to a fair trial, and the failure to prosecute the persons responsible
for intimdation neasures and reprisals, in particular agai nst prom nent
political figures;
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3. Notes with concern that the arnmy and the security forces continue
to use force against civilians and to enjoy great inpunity, which remains one
of the principal causes of human rights violations in Zaire;

4, Condemms all discrimnatory neasures affecting persons belonging to
mnority groups;

5. Expresses appreciation of the cooperation of the Governnent of
Zaire with the Special Rapporteur in the discharge of his mssion, which he
was able to performconpletely freely, while regretting that he did not
benefit from such cooperation in respect of his requests for information;

6. Encour ages the Governnent of Zaire to renewits efforts so that
acts of violence against persons originating from Kasai do not occur any nore
in the province of Shaba and to conbat the inpunity of the persons responsible
for these acts;

7. Recal | s the agreenments reached between the CGovernnent of Zaire, the
CGovernment of Rwanda and the Office of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner
for Refugees aimed at assuring order and security in the Rnmandese refugee
canps in Zaire and the voluntary repatriation of these refugees to their
country of origin in conditions of safety and dignity;

8. Calls, in particular with a viewto the holding of elections with
uni versal suffrage, for continued and broadened efforts to assure full respect
for the right to freedom of opinion and expression, in particular for all nass
nedi a, as well as freedom of association, assenbly and peaceful denpnstration

9. Calls upon the Government of Zaire to take all necessary neasures
with a viewto reinforcing the judiciary and its independence;

10. Exhorts all Zairian political forces to respect the peaceful aspect
of the denocratic transition, and strongly urges the conpetent Zairian
authorities to speed up the process of preparing for and organizing
denocratic, free and regular elections on the basis of the provisions
contained in the basic agreenents on the transition, draw ng on assistance
fromthe international conmunity

11. Wel cones the establishnment of the National Electoral Comm ssion and
of the Standing Interninisterial Conmission to ensure contacts between the
Government and the National Election Commi ssion;

12. Urges once again the Government of Zaire to follow up rapidly the
conmitment it has already entered into concerning the establishnment of an
of fice of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights in Kinshasa;

13. Recalls the inportance of continuing to apply a gender perspective
to a greater extent in drawing up the reports of the Special Rapporteur,
i ncluding the collection of information and recomendati ons;

14. Deci des to extend the nmandate of the Special Rapporteur for an
addi ti onal year;
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15. Requests the Secretary-General to give the Special Rapporteur al
necessary assistance in the discharge of his nandate;

16. Requests the Special Rapporteur to subnmit at its
fifty-third session a report in which he will, inter alia, indicate how
t he Governnent of Zaire has taken into account his recomendati ons;

17. Deci des to consider the question again at its fifty-third session
under the agenda itementitled "Question of the violation of human rights and
fundanental freedons in any part of the world, with particular reference to
col oni al and ot her dependent countries and territories", drawi ng on the
reports of the Special Rapporteur and the thenmatic special rapporteurs and
wor ki ng groups of the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts.

60th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X ]

1996/ 78. Conprehensive inplenentation of and followup to
the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolution 48/ 121 of 20 Decenber 1993, in
whi ch the Assenmbly endorsed the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23), adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling also its resolution 1994/95 of 9 March 1994, in which it
decided to review annually the progress towards the full inplenentation of the
reconmendati ons contained in the Vienna Decl aration and Programre of Action

Consi dering that the promotion of universal respect for and observance of
human rights and fundanmental freedons is one of the basic purposes of the
Charter of the United Nations and one of the main priorities of the
Organi zati on,

Convi nced that the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action has to be
translated into effective action by States, the conpetent United Nations
organs and organi zati ons and ot her organi zati ons concerned, including
non- gover nent al or gani zati ons,

Recalling Part |1, paragraph 100, of the Vienna Declaration and Progranmre
of Action, in which the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to invite, on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of
t he Universal Declaration of Human Rights, all States and all organs and
agencies of the United Nations systemrelated to human rights to report to him
on the progress nmade in the inplenentation of the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action and to subnmit a report to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-third session, through the Conmi ssion on Human R ghts and the Econonic
and Soci al Council,

Recalling also that regional and, as appropriate, national human rights

institutions, as well as non-governnental organizations, may present their
views to the Secretary-Ceneral on the progress made in the inplenentation of
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the Vienna Decl aration and Programme of Action, and that special attention
shoul d be paid to assessing the progress towards the goal of universa
ratification of international human rights treaties and protocol s adopted
within the framework of the United Nations,

Recal ling further General Assenbly resolution 48/ 141 of 20 Decenber 1993,
in which the Assenbly decided to create the post of United Nations High
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights as the United Nations official with principa
responsibility for United Nations human rights activities, including
coordi nation of the human rights pronotion and protection activities
t hroughout the United Nations system

Noting that, at the first regular session of 1994 of the Administrative
Conmittee on Coordination in April 1994, the executive heads of al
United Nations agencies discussed the inplications of the results of the
Worl d Conference on Human Rights for their respective programes and comitted
t hensel ves to supporting the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
in the coordination of the United Nations organs and bodi es and the
speci al i zed agenci es whose activities deal with human rights, as set out in
Ceneral Assenbly resolution 48/ 141,

Noting also that the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
has established a permanent dial ogue with the United Nations programes and
agenci es whose activities deal with human rights in order to maintain
systemati c exchanges of information, experience and experti se,

Recogni zi ng that the interdependence of denocracy, devel opnent and
respect for human rights, as stated in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action, requires a conprehensive and integrated approach to the pronoti on and
protection of human rights and that adequate inter-agency cooperation and
coordi nation are essential in order to ensure such a fully integrated approach
t hroughout the United Nations system

Wl conming the fact that the call of the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts
for a United Nations systemw de approach to human rights issues has been
reflected in the reconmendati ons of major international conferences organized
by the United Nations in the econonic, social and related fields,

Noti ng the ongoing efforts to ensure a coordinated followup to ngjor
international conferences in the economc, social and related fields,

Recal ling that each year the Econonic and Social Council shall carry out,
within the framework of its coordination segment, a review of cross-cutting
t henes conmon to najor international conferences and/or contribute to an
overall review of the inplenentation of the progranmme of action of a
United Nations conference, in accordance with the Agreed Concl usi ons 1995/ 1 of
t he Econonic and Social Council on coordinated foll owup by the United Nations
system and i npl enentation of the results of the major internationa
conferences organi zed by the United Nations in the econom c, social and
related fields,

Havi ng considered the report of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for
Human Ri ghts (E/ CN. 4/1996/103),
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1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the United Nations
H gh Conmi ssioner for Hunman Rights

2. Endorses the reaffirmation in the Vienna Decl arati on and Progranme
of Action of the inportance of the pronotion of universal respect for, and
observance and protection of, all human rights and fundanmental freedons in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations;

3. Reaffirnms the views of the Wrld Conference on the urgency of
elimnating denials and violations of human rights;

4, Recogni zes that the international community shoul d devi se ways and
neans to renove the current obstacles and neet challenges to the ful
realization of all human rights and to prevent the continuation of human
rights violations resulting therefromthroughout the world;

5. Calls upon all States to take further action with a viewto the
full realization of human rights in the light of the recomendati ons of the
Worl d Conf erence;

6. Recogni zes the inportance of dial ogue and cooperation between
Covernments and between CGovernnments and non-governnmental organi zati ons and t he
rol e the Commi ssion can play in pronoting di al ogue and cooperation

7. Urges all States to continue to give w despread publicity to the
Vi enna Decl aration and Programme of Action, including through training
programes, human rights education and public information, in order to pronote
i ncreased awar eness of human rights and fundanental freedons;

8. Calls upon all special representatives, special rapporteurs,
i ndependent experts and thematic working groups of the Commission to take
fully into account the recommendati ons contained in the Vienna Decl aration and
Programe of Action within their respective nandates;

9. Requests the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights, the
Ceneral Assenbly and ot her organs and bodies of the United Nations system
related to human rights to take further action with a viewto the ful
i mpl enentation of all the recommendati ons of the Conference;

10. Wl cones the intention of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner
for Hunan Rights to invite all States and all organs and agencies of the
United Nations systemrelated to human rights to carry out a thorough
eval uation of the inplenentation of the Vienna Decl aration and Progranmre of
Acti on;

11. Recommends to the Econom ¢ and Social Council that it consider
devoting the coordination segnment at its substantive session of 1998 to the
guestion of the coordinated followup to, and inplenmentation of, the Vienna
Decl arati on and Programme of Action as part of the 1998 five-year review
described in Part 11, paragraph 100, of the Vienna Decl aration and Progranme
of Action;
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12. Wl cones with appreciation the work acconplished so far by the
United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Hunman Rights, and expresses its

conmitment to continue to cooperate with and support the H gh Commi ssi oner
in the discharge of his nmandate, as set out in General Assenbly
resol uti on 48/ 141,

13. Requests the United Nations H gh Conmm ssioner for Human Rights to
continue to coordinate the human rights pronotion and protection activities
t hroughout the United Nations system as set out in General Assenbly
resol ution 48/ 141, including through a pernanent dialogue with the
United Nations agenci es and progranmes whose activities deal wth human
rights;

14. Invites the Administrative Conmittee on Coordination to continue to
di scuss the inplications of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action for
the United Nations systemw th the participation of the United Nations
H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts;

15. Requests the United Nations H gh Conmm ssioner for Human Rights to
continue to report on the measures taken and the progress achieved in the
conprehensi ve i npl ementati on of the Vienna Decl arati on and Progranme of
Action, in particular concerning the preparation for the 1998 five-year
revi ew,

16. Decides to consider this question at its fifty-third session under
the itementitled "Followup to the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts".

60th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. XXl .]

1996/ 79. Situation of human rights in N geria

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Quided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts, other human
rights instruments and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23),

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have the duty to pronote and protect
human rights and fundanmental freedons and to fulfil the obligations they have
freely undertaken under the various international instrunents in this field,

M ndful that Nigeria is a party to the International Covenant on G vi
and Political Rights and to the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and
Cultural Rights,

Taki ng note of General Assenbly resolution 50/199 of 22 Decenber 1995 on
the situation of human rights in Nigeria,
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Deeply concerned about the human rights situation in Nigeria and the
suffering caused thereby to the people of N geria,

Expressing concern that the absence of representative governnent in
Ni geria has led to violations of human rights and fundanmental freedons, and
recalling in this regard the popul ar support for denocratic governnent as
evidenced in the 1993 el ections, and noting that |ocal government el ections on
a non-party basis were held in March 1996,

Recal | i ng the announcenent nmade by the Governnent of Nigeria on
1 Cctober 1995 in which it affirmed the principle of multi-party denocracy and
the principle of power-sharing, and its intention to lift the ban on politica
activities and the press, to devolve power to the Iocal |evels of governnent
and subordinate the mlitary to civilian authority,

Strongly disappointed that only linmted action in this regard has
foll owed, while noting sone relaxation of restrictions on the nedia,

Taking note of the mssion sent to Nigeria by the Secretary-Ceneral in
pursuance of General Assenmbly resolution 50/199, following an invitation by
t he Government of N geria,

Noting with deep concern reports of grave violations of human rights,
including arbitrary executions, arbitrary arrests and detention, failure to

respect due process of |aw and excessive use of force agai nst denonstrators,
as described in, inter alia, reports submitted to the Conmi ssion on Hunan

Ri ghts by the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and | awyers
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 37) and the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, sumary or
arbitrary executions (E/ CN. 4/1996/4),

Taki ng note of the request of the Special Rapporteur on the independence
of judges and | awers and the request of the Special Rapporteur on
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions to undertake a joint
i nvestigative mission to N geria,

Noting with alarmthat, anmong those detai ned, further persons may be
tried by the same flawed judicial process which led to the arbitrary execution
of Ken Saro-Wwa and his associ at es,

1. Expresses its deep concern about violations of human rights and
fundanental freedons in Nigeria, and calls upon the Governnent of N geria
urgently to ensure their observance, in particular by restoring habeas corpus,
releasing all political prisoners, trade union |eaders, human rights advocates
and journalists who are at present detained, guaranteeing freedom of the press
and ensuring respect for the rights of all individuals, including persons
bel onging to mnorities;

2. Calls upon the Governnment of Nigeria to ensure that trials are held

strictly in conformity with international instrunents to which Nigeriais
party;
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3. Also calls upon the Governnent of Nigeria to accede to the request
of the Special Rapporteurs on extrajudicial, sumary or arbitrary executions
and on the independence of judges and | awers to pay a joint investigative
visit to N geria;

4, Further calls upon the Governnment of Nigeria to abide by its freely
undert aken obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Politica
Ri ghts and ot her instrunents on human rights, including the African Charter of
Human and Peopl es' R ghts;

5. Calls upon the Governnment of Nigeria to cooperate fully with the
rel evant existing nmechani sns of the Conmi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts;

6. Not es the declared conmitrment of the Government of Nigeria to
civilian rule, and urges it to take i mmedi ate and concrete steps to restore
denocrati c governnent;

7. Requests the two thematic Special Rapporteurs who have requested a
joint investigative visit to the country to submit to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session a joint report on their findings, along with any
observati ons of other rel evant nechanisns, in particular the Wrking Goup on
Arbitrary Detention, and requests themto submt an interimreport to the
Ceneral Assenbly;

8. Deci des on the basis of these reports to consider the situation of
human rights in Nigeria at its fifty-third session under the sanme agenda item

60th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X ]

1996/ 80. Situation of human rights in Myannar

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have an obligation to pronote and
protect human rights and fundanental freedons as stated in the Charter of the
United Nations and as el aborated in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts
the International Covenants on Hunman Ri ghts and ot her applicable human rights
i nstrunents,

Aware that, in accordance with the Charter, the United Nations pronotes
and encourages respect for human rights and fundanental freedons for all and
that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that the will of the
peopl e shall be the basis of the authority of governnent,

Noting with particular concern in this regard that the el ectoral process
initiated in Myanmar by the general elections of 27 May 1990 has not yet
reached its conclusion and that the Governnent still has not inplenented its
conmmtnents to take all necessary steps towards denocracy in the |ight of
t hose el ecti ons,

- 259 -



Depl oring the continued detention of many political prisoners, in
particul ar elected representatives, and the recent arrests and harassnent of
ot her supporters of denocratic groups in Myanmar, while wel coming the rel ease
of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on 10 July 1995,

G avely concerned at the violations of human rights in Myanmar, which
remain extrenely serious, in particular the practice of torture, sumary and
arbitrary executions, forced |abour, including forced portering for the
mlitary, abuse of wonen, politically notivated arrests and detention, forced
di spl acenment of the popul ation, the existence of inportant restrictions on the
exerci se of fundanental freedons, including the freedom of expression and
associ ation, and the inposition of oppressive neasures directed, in
particular, at ethnic and religious mnority groups,

Noti ng the nmeasures taken by the Governnent of Myanmar, including its
accession to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 for the protection of
war victinms, the concluding of sonme cease-fire agreenments with ethnic groups,
the withdrawal of several reservations it had entered concerning the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the freeing of a certain nunber of
political prisoners, in response to the concerns repeatedly expressed by the
i nternational community,

Gravely concerned at the continuing fighting with ethnic and ot her
political groups, despite the conclusion of cease-fire agreenents, and noting
that this, together with continued violations of human rights, has resulted in
flows of refugees to nei ghbouring countries,

Sharing the concern expressed by the International Labour O ganization
in June 1995, at the practice of forced | abour in Myanmar

Noting that many violations directly affect wonen, in particular wonen
bel onging to minorities, who have suffered ill-treatnent, especially at the
hands of the nilitary, as stated by the Special Rapporteur

Havi ng exam ned the reports of the Secretary-General on the rights of
persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities
(E/CN. 4/1996/88), and on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, subnitted
pursuant to Ceneral Assenbly resolution 50/194 (E/ CN. 4/1996/157) and of the
Speci al Rapporteur on the question of torture (E/ CN 4/1995/35 and Add. 1),

Recalling its resolution 1992/58 of 3 March 1992, in which it decided to
nom nate a special rapporteur to establish direct contacts with the Governnent
and peopl e of Myanmar, including political |eaders deprived of their liberty,
their fanmilies and their lawers, with a view to exanm ning the situation of
human rights in Myanmar and foll owi ng any progress nade towards the transfer
of power to a civilian government and the drafting of a new constitution, the
l[ifting of restrictions on personal freedons and the restoration of human
rights in Myanmar,

Recalling also its resolution 1995/72 of 8 March 1995, and taking note of
Ceneral Assenbly resolution 50/194 of 22 Decenber 1995
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1. Not es that the Special Rapporteur visited Myanmar in October 1995,
conmends himfor his report (E/ CN 4/1996/65), and wel cones the concl usi ons and
recomendat i ons cont ai ned therein;

2. Depl ores the continuing serious violations of human rights in
Myanmar and, in particular, the fact that a nunber of political |eaders,
i ncluding | eaders and el ected representatives of the National League for
Denocracy, renmain deprived of their |iberty;

3. Strongly urges the Governnent of Myanmar to rel ease i mediately and
unconditionally all detained political prisoners, to ensure their physica
integrity and to permit themto participate in the process of nationa
reconciliation;

4, Depl ores the recent harsh sentences neted out to nenbers of
political parties and other individuals, including persons voicing dissent in
regard to the procedures of the National Convention and persons condemned in
particular for seeking to neet the Special Rapporteur and for having
peaceful |y exercised their right to freedom of expression, novenent and
associ ati on;

5. Deeply regrets that, while a certain nunber of political prisoners
were released in the past year, nany political |eaders continue to be deprived
of their freedomand their fundanmental rights;

6. Wl cones the rel ease of Nobel Peace Prize winner Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi on 10 July 1995, and urges the Governnent of Myannmar to allow her
freedom of novenment and to open inmmedi ately a substantial political dialogue
with her and with other political |eaders, including representatives of ethnic
groups, as the best neans to arrive at national reconciliation and the
conplete and rapid installation of denocracy;

7. Agai n urges the Government of Myanmar to take, in confornmity with
t he assurances given at various tinmes, all necessary neasures to guarantee
denocracy in full accordance with the will of the people as expressed in the
denocratic elections held in 1990, and to ensure that all political parties
may freely exercise their activities

8. Notes with concern that nost of the representatives denocratically
el ected in 1990 have been excluded fromparticipating in the nmeetings of the
Nat i onal Convention, that severe restrictions have been inposed on del egates,

i ncludi ng nenbers of the National League for Denobcracy, who have withdrawn and
subsequently were excluded, at the end of 1995, fromthe sessions of the
Convention and who are unable to neet or distribute their literature, and that
one of the objectives of the Convention is to maintain the participation of
the arned forces (Tatmadaw) in a leading role in the future political life of
the State, and concludes that the National Convention does not appear to
constitute the necessary steps towards the restorati on of denocracy;
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9. Strongly urges the Governnent of Myanmar to take all appropriate
neasures to allow all citizens to participate freely in the political process
in accordance with the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, and to accel erate the process of transition to denocracy, in
particul ar through the transfer of power to the denocratically elected
representatives, lifting restraining orders placed on a nunber of politica
| eaders, releasing those who are detained and ensuring that all politica
parties can function freely;

10. Also strongly urges the Government of Myanmar to guarantee ful
respect for human rights and fundanental freedons, in particular the freedom
of expression and opinion and the right of association and of assenbly, to
restore protection of persons belonging to minority groups, in particular
agai nst discrimnation, especially in the framework of the citizenship | aws,
and to put an end to violations of the right tolife and the integrity of the
human being, to arbitrary detentions, to the practice of torture, abuse of
woren and forced labour and in particular to forced recruiting of porters for
the arny, to enforced di splacenents of the population and to enforced
di sappearances and sunmmary executi ons;

11. Expresses grave concern at the recent fighting with the Karenn
Nati onal Progressive Party, other ethnic groups, Burnese students and
political activists, and in sonme parts of the country at the resulting fl ow of
ref ugees towards nei ghbouring countries;

12. Rem nds yet again the CGovernnent of Myanmar of its obligations to
put an end to the inpunity of perpetrators of violations of human rights,
i ncluding nenbers of the mlitary, and its responsibility to investigate
al | eged cases of human rights violations comitted by its agents on its
territory, to bring themto justice, prosecute them and punish those found
guilty, in all circunstances

13. Calls upon the Governnment of Myannmar to becone a party to the
International Covenant on Givil and Political R ghts and the Internationa
Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights, and to the Convention
agai nst Torture and Qther Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishnent;

14. Appeal s to the Government of Myanmar to fulfil its obligations as a
State party to the Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29) and the Freedom of
Associ ation and Protection of the Right to O ganize Convention, 1948 (No. 87)
of the International Labour Organization

15. Encour ages the Governnent of Myanmar to continue to lift the
remai ni ng emner gency measures;

16. Requests the Government of Myanmar to ensure that all persons,
wi t hout discrimnation, are afforded the mni num guarantees for a fair
trial according to due process of law and in confornmity w th applicable
i nternational standards, that |laws are given due publicity and that the
principle of non-retroactivity of laws is respected;

17. Encour ages the Governnent of Myanmar to continue to create the
necessary conditions to facilitate the voluntary repatriation of refugees and
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their reintegration, in conditions of safety and dignity, in close cooperation
with the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees;

18. Invites the Governnent of Myanmar to respect fully its obligations
under the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and to avail itself of such
services as may be offered by inpartial humanitarian bodies;

19. Stresses that it is inportant for the CGovernnment of Myanmar to give
particular attention to prison conditions in the country's prisons and to take
steps to allow international humanitarian organizations to comunicate freely
and confidentially with prisoners;

20. Wl cones the first neasures taken by the Governnent of Myanmar to
provide for the training of mlitary personnel in international humanitarian
law, and requests it to intensify its efforts in that regard and to extend
themto police and prison personnel

21. Deci des to extend for one year the mandate of the Special
Rapporteur to establish or continue direct contacts with the Governnment and
peopl e of Myanmar, including political |eaders deprived of their liberty,
their families and their |awers, and requests himto report to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session and to the Conm ssion on Human
Rights at its fifty-third session

22. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to give all necessary assistance to
t he Speci al Rapporteur;

23. Urges the CGovernnent of Myanmar to cooperate fully and unreservedly
wi th the Conmi ssion and the Special Rapporteur and, to that end, to ensure
that the Special Rapporteur effectively has free access to any person in
Myanmar whom he nmay deem it appropriate to neet in the perfornmance of his
mandat e, includi ng Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

24, Encour ages the Secretary-Ceneral, in the discharge of his good
of fices mandate, to continue his discussions with the Governnment of Myanmar in
order to assist in the inplenentation of General Assenmbly resolution 50/ 194,
including in the efforts deployed for national reconciliation and towards the
resunpti on of denpbcracy, notes with concern the decision of the Government of
Myanmar to postpone discussion in Yangon with representatives of the
Secretary-General, and in this respect calls upon the Governnent of Myanmar to
reinstate this visit as soon as possible and to extend full cooperation to the
Secretary-General or his representatives, including through access to any
person as deened appropriate by the Secretary-Ceneral

25. Decides to keep the matter under review at its fifty-third session
under the agenda itementitled "Question of the violation of human rights and
fundanental freedons in any part of the world, with particular reference to
col oni al and ot her dependent countries and territories"”;
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26. Recommends the followi ng draft decision to the Econonmi ¢ and Soci al
Counci| for adoption:

[For the text, see chap. |, sect. B, draft decision 32.]

60th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. X]

1996/81. Question of a draft declaration on the right and
responsibility of individuals, groups and organs
of society to pronnbte and protect universally
recogni zed human rights and fundanental freedons

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling its decision 1984/116 of 16 March 1984, by which it established
an open-ended working group to draft a declaration on the right and
responsi bility of individuals, groups and organs of society to pronote and
protect universally recogni zed human rights and fundanental freedomns,

Recalling also its subsequent resolutions, in particular
resol ution 1995/84 of 8 March 1995, in which it authorized further
neeti ngs of the working group,

Recalling further that the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts recomended
speedy conpl etion and adoption of the draft declaration

Consci ous of the inportance of taking into account the opinions of al
States and of interested intergovernnental and non-governmental organizations
before finalizing the draft declaration,

1. Takes note of the report of the working group (E/ CN 4/1996/97);
2. Urges the working group to nmake every effort to conplete its task

and submit the draft declaration to the Conmm ssion

3. Decides to continue at its fifty-third session its work on the
el aboration of the draft declaration

4, Al so decides to nake avail able an appropriate neeting tine for the
wor ki ng group prior to and during the fifty-third session of the Comm ssion

5. Recommends the following draft resolution to the Economic and
Soci al Council for adoption:

[For the text, see chap. |, sect. A draft resolution V.]

60th neeting

23 April 1996
[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. X X.]
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1996/ 82. Strengthening of the Office of the United Nations

H gh Conmmi ssioner for Human Rights/Centre
for Human Ri ghts

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling Ceneral Assenbly resolutions 48/ 141 of 20 Decenber 1993
and 50/ 187 of 22 Decenber 1995, the rel evant Econonic and Soci al Counci
resol utions, as well as its own resolutions on this question

Consi dering that the pronotion of universal respect for and observance of
human rights and fundanmental freedons is one of the basic purposes of the
Charter of the United Nations and one of the main priorities of the
Organi zati on,

Recalling that, in the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23), the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts stressed the inportance
of strengthening the Centre for Human Ri ghts,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the strengthening
of the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Hunan Ri ghts/Centre
for Hunman Ri ghts (E/ CN. 4/1996/116), as well as of the report of the
United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights (E/ CN 4/1996/103),

Recalling the note by the Secretary-CGeneral on the geographica
conposition and functions of the staff of the Centre for Human Ri ghts
(A 50/ 682),

Taking into account that, in the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of
Action, the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts requested the Secretary-Genera
and the CGeneral Assenbly to take inmedi ate steps to increase substantially the
resources for the human rights progranme fromw thin the existing and future
regul ar budgets of the United Nations, and to take urgent steps to seek
i ncreased extrabudgetary resources,

Taking into account also the establishnent of the post of United Nations
H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights, as well as the mandate for the post, as
defined in General Assenbly resolution 48/ 141, including its coordinating role
and its overall supervision of the Centre, as well as the request by the
Ceneral Assenbly in that resolution for appropriate staff and resources to
enabl e the Hi gh Conmi ssioner to fulfil his mandate,

Noting with concern that the response to this request has not been
comensurate with the needs, resulting in a serious and increasing inbal ance
bet ween t he mandates assigned to the Hi gh Comri ssioner and to the Centre by
t he conpetent bodies of the United Nations systemin the field of human rights
and the resources available to fulfil those mandates,

Taking into account the fact that the responsibilities of the
H gh Conmmi ssioner include, inter alia, engaging in a dialogue with al
Governnents in the inplementation of his mandate with a view to the pronotion
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and protection of all human rights, and rationalizing, adapting, strengthening
and streanmlining the United Nations machinery in the field of human rights
with a viewto inproving its efficiency and effectiveness,

M ndful of situations in which rapid action by the H gh Commi ssioner is
required in order to address urgent crises in the field of human rights,

Aware that the effectiveness of action by the H gh Conmi ssioner could be
enhanced t hrough cooperation within the United Nations system inter alia
t hrough the use of its established procedures of existing mechanismns,

Noting that the difficult financial situation of the United Nations human
rights progranme has created considerable obstacles in inplenenting in ful
and on tine the various procedures and nechani sns,

Noting also that the Hi gh Comni ssioner and the Centre are a unity whereby
t he Hi gh Commi ssioner, in accordance with General Assenbly resolution 48/141,
sets the policy directions and the priority of action and the Centre
i mpl enents those policies under the direction of the head of the Centre, the
Assi stant Secretary-Ceneral for Human Ri ghts,

Enphasi zi ng that, while further inprovenent in the function and
efficiency of the Centre, together with a strong enphasis on good nmanagenent
practices, is needed in order to enable the Centre to cope with its constantly
i ncreasi ng wor kl oad, good nanagenent practices need to be conpl enmented by
resources conmensurate wth nandates,

Taki ng note of the information provided by the H gh Conmi ssioner wth
regard to the ongoing process ained at increasing the efficiency and
ef fecti veness of the Centre, and encouragi ng the H gh Conm ssioner to continue
to inform Menber States on his efforts in a simlar manner, inter alia through
bri efing sessions,

Recogni zi ng that this process should contribute to the strengthening of
the functional framework for integrated and consolidated activities of the
Secretariat in the field of human rights, while reaffirmng full respect for
t he mandat es given to the H gh Commi ssioner and to the Centre by the
appropriate intergovernnental bodies,

Recalling that in its report to the Special Comission of the Economc
and Social Council, the Comm ssion on Hurman Rights reaffirmed that the
par amount consideration in the enploynent of staff at every |evel was the need
for the highest standards of efficiency, conpetence and integrity, and that it
was convinced that that was conpatible with the principle of equitable
geogr aphi cal distribution, and bearing in mnd Article 101, paragraph 3, of
the Charter of the United Nations,

1. Supports and encourages the efforts of the Secretary-Ceneral to
enhance the role and further inprove the functioning of the Centre for Human
Ri ghts, under the overall supervision of the United Nations H gh Conmmi ssioner
for Human Ri ghts;
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2. Reiterates the need to ensure that all the necessary hunan
financial, material and personnel resources are provided fromthe regul ar
budget of the United Nations without delay to the United Nations human rights
programme to enable it to carry out the mandates efficiently, effectively and
expedi tiously;

3. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to nake avail abl e additional human
and financial resources, fromw thin the overall regular budget of the
United Nations, and to enhance the capability of the H gh Conmi ssioner and the
Centre to fulfil effectively their mandates and their ability to carry out
nmandat ed operational activities and to coordinate efficiently with other
rel evant departments of the Secretariat, as well as other organs, bodies and
speci al i zed agencies of the United Nations system including on |ogistical and
admi ni strative questions, having due regard to the need to finance and
i mpl enent activities of the United Nations relating to devel oprent;

4, Encour ages the increased cooperation and coordi nati on between the
H gh Conmi ssioner, acting within his nmandate, and other departnments and
of fices of the United Nations Secretariat on hunman rights issues;

5. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to facilitate the participation of
the Hi gh Conmmissioner in all established procedures of existing nechanisns
within the framework of the United Nations systemw th a view to addressing
urgent crises in the field of human rights;

6. Encourages the H gh Comm ssioner, within his mandate as set out in
Ceneral Assenbly resolution 48/141, to continue to seek effective ways to
react rapidly to crises in the field of human rights and to continue to report
on his activities in this regard to the conpetent bodies of the United Nations
inthe field of human rights, and requests in this context the
Secretary- General to support activities proposed by the H gh Comm ssioner;

7. Supports fully the Hi gh Commi ssioner in his continuing efforts to
strengthen the human rights activities of the United Nations, inter alia
t hrough nmeasures aimed at restructuring the Centre to inprove its efficiency
and effectiveness;

8. Requests the Hi gh Comni ssioner to continue to keep all States
i nforned on a regul ar basis of the ongoing process of restructuring the
Centre, inter alia through informal open briefing sessions;

9. Deci des to consider the question of strengthening the Office of the
United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts/Centre for Hunman Ri ghts,
i ncl udi ng neasures taken in furtherance of the present resolution, at its
fifty-third session.

61st neeting
24 April 1996

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. |X]
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1996/ 83. Evaluation of the human rights programe of the
United Nations system in accordance with the
Vi enna Decl arati on and Programe of Action

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Consi dering that the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action
(A CONF. 157/ 23), adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts on
25 June 1993 and endorsed by the General Assenbly in resolution 48/ 121 of
20 Decenber 1993, recommends that, anong other rel evant bodi es of the
United Nations, the Conmission on Hunman Ri ghts consider ways and neans for the
full inplenentation, without delay, of the reconmendations contained in the
Decl arati on and Programe of Action and that, for this purpose, the Comi ssion
shoul d annually review the progress towards this end,

Recalling its resolution 1994/95 of 9 March 1994, in which it decided to
review annual ly the progress towards the full inplenmentation of the
reconmendati ons contained in the Vienna Decl aration and Programre of Action

Consi dering that the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action stressed
t he i nmportance of strengthening the United Nations Centre for Human Ri ghts and
the need for it to play an inportant role in coordinating systemw de
attention for human rights,

Recogni zi ng the necessity for the continuing adaptati on of the
United Nations human rights machinery to current and future needs in the
pronotion and protection of all human rights, to be conducted in a transparent
manner through consultations with Menber States and conpetent
i ntergovernnental bodies,

Having in m nd the prominent role played by the Conm ssion on Human
Ri ghts as a policy-making body in the field of human rights within the
United Nations system

Recal i ng General Assenbly resolution 48/ 141 in which the
Ceneral Assenbly decided to create the post of United Nations H gh
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights as the United Nations official with principa
responsibility for United Nations human rights activities,

Noting the respective functions of the Secretary-General and the
pertinent bodies in the revision of the nediumterm plan of the human rights
programe of the United Nations system especially the Committee on Progranme
Pl anni ng and Coordi nation, the Third and Fifth Conmittees of the
Ceneral Assenbly and the Advisory Conmittee on Adm nistrative and Budgetary
Questi ons,

Recalling that, in the ongoing review of the structures of the
Secretariat of the United Nations dealing with human rights, in particular the
Centre for Human Rights, it is necessary to ensure full inplenmentation of the
Vi enna Decl arati on and Programe of Action (A CONF.157/23) and all nandates
est abl i shed by deci sions of conpetent bodies in the field of human rights,
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Enphasi zi ng the inportance of maintaining a continuing dialogue between
the United Nations Hi gh Conmissioner for Human Rights and Menmber States on
t hese i ssues,

Wl conming the consultations carried out by the United Nations Hi gh
Conmi ssioner for Human Rights in this regard,

1. Encourages the General Assenbly to continue its current exam nation
of the proposed revisions to the nediumterm plan of the human rights
programe of the United Nations systemwith a viewto its early adoption;

2. Stresses the need for the United Nations bodies responsible for the
revi sion of the nmediumtermplan of the human rights programe of the
United Nations systemto ensure full reflection of the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action and of all mandates established by decisions of the
conpetent bodies in the field of human rights;

3. Al so stresses that the process of restructuring the Centre for
Human Ri ghts should ensure the full inplenentation of the Vienna Declaration
and Programme of Action and of all nandates established by decisions of the
conpetent bodies in the field of human rights;

4, Requests the Secretary-General to continue to convene at | east
twice a year in CGeneva neetings with all interested States to provide

i nformati on and exchange views on the activities conducted by the Centre for
Human Rights and its process of restructuring;

5. Expresses its confidence that the Secretary-General will continue
to keep Menber States inforned on the foll owup of the present resol ution;

6. Decides to consider this matter at its fifty-third session

61st neeting
24 April 1996

[ Adopted wi thout a vote. See chap. XXl .]

1996/ 84. Situation of human rights in the Islamc Republic of Iran

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Qui ded by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts,

Recal ling the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action (A/ CONF. 157/ 23)
as endorsed by the CGeneral Assenbly in its resolution 48/ 121 of
20 Decenber 1993, and in particular Part |, paragraph 1, which reaffirns,
inter alia, that human rights and fundanental freedons are the birthright of
all human beings and that their protection and pronotion is the first
responsi bility of Governments,
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Reaffirm ng that all Menber States have a duty to fulfil the obligations
t hey have undertaken under the various international instrunents in the field
of human rights,

M ndful that the Islamic Republic of Iran is a party to the Internationa
Covenants on Hunman Ri ghts

Recalling in particular its resolution 1984/54 of 14 March 1984, in which
t he Conmi ssion requested its Chairman to appoint a special representative to
make a thorough study of the human rights situation in the Islam c Republic of
I ran, based on such information as the special representative mght deem
rel evant, including corments and material provided by the Government of the
I slami ¢ Republic of Iran,

Noti ng the appoi ntnent by the Chairman of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts
of M. Maurice Danby Copithorne as Special Representative of the Conmm ssion on
the situation of human rights in the Islamc Republic of Iran, and paying
tribute to his predecessor, M. Reinaldo Galindo Pohl

Wl com ng the cooperation extended by the Governnment of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to the Special Representative, who has been able to conduct a
prelimnary visit to the Islanmic Republic of Iran

Recalling its previous resolutions expressing concern at the violations
of human rights by the Government of the Islamc Republic of Iran, including
its nmost recent, resolution 1995/68 of 8 March 1995, and those of the
Ceneral Assenbly, including the nost recent, resolution 50/188 of
22 Decenber 1995, and of the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities, including the nost recent, resolution 1995/18 of
24 August 1995, which condemmed the violations of human rights in the Islanic
Republic of Iran,

Noti ng the concl udi ng observations of the Committee on the Elimnation of
Raci al Discrinination, the Human Rights Conmittee and the Conmittee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on the human rights situation in the
I slami ¢ Republic of Iran,

Reaffirm ng that Governnents are accountable for assassinations and
attacks by their agents agai nst persons on the territory of another State, as
well as for the incitement, approval or wlful condoning of such acts,

Noting the view of the Special Representative that a nunber of specific
topics warrant his further detail ed examination, particularly in the area of
crimnal procedure and the penal system

Expressing the hope that the atnosphere for change believed to be
detected by the Special Representative will result in relevant inprovenents,

Wl com ng the cooperation extended by the Governnment of the Islamic

Republic of Iran to the Special Rapporteur on religious intolerance and the
Speci al Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expression, who have been able to
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visit the Islamic Republic of Iran, and bearing in nmnd the reports of these
Speci al Rapporteurs on their visits (E/ CN 4/1996/95/Add. 2 and
E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 39/ Add. 2),

1. Wl cones the report of the Special Representative of the Conmi ssion
and the observations contained therein (E/ CN 4/1996/59);

2. Expresses its concern at the continuation of violations of human
rights in the Islanmic Republic of Iran, in particular the failure to neet
i nternational standards with regard to the administration of justice, notably
with respect to pre-trial detention and the right of accused persons to
defence | awyers, subsequent executions in the absence of guarantees of due
process of |aw and cases of torture and cruel, inhuman or degradi ng treatnent
or punishnent, the discrimnatory treatnment of minorities by reason of their
religious beliefs, notably the Baha'is, whose existence as a viable religious
conmunity in the Islamc Republic of Iran is threatened, |ack of adequate
protection for some Christian nminorities, sone nmenbers of which have been the
target of intimdation and assassinations, violations of the right to peacefu
assenbly and restrictions on the freedom of expression, thought, opinion and
the press, including intinidation and harassnment of journalists;

3. Calls upon the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to
i mpl enent fully the conclusions and recommendati ons of the Special Rapporteur
on religious intolerance relating to the Baha'is and to other mnority
religious groups, including Christians;

4, Expresses its concern at the lack of full and equal enjoynent by
worren of human rights, and calls upon the Governnent of the Islanic Republic
of Iran to take effective measures to elimnate discrimnmination agai nst wonen;

5. Expresses its grave concern at the continued use of the death
penalty in the Islamic Republic of Iran in violation of the rel evant

provisions of the International Covenant on Gvil and Political Rights and the
United Nations saf eguards;

6. Al so expresses its grave concern that there are continuing threats
tothe life of M. Salman Rushdie, as well as to individuals associated with

hi s work, which have the support of the Governnment of the Islamic Republic
of lran;

7. Depl ores the continuing viol ence agai nst |ranians outside the
I slamic Republic of Iran, and urges the Governnent of the Islamic Republic
of Iran to refrain fromactivities agai nst menbers of the Irani an opposition
living abroad and to cooperate whol eheartedly with the authorities of other
countries in investigating and puni shing offences reported by them

8. Urges the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as a State
party to the International Covenants on Human Rights, to abide by its
obligations under the Covenants and under other international instrunents on
human rights to which it is party, and to ensure that all individuals within
its territory and subject to its jurisdiction, including religious groups,
enjoy the rights recognized in these instrunents;
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9. Encour ages the Governnent of the Islamc Republic of Iran to
continue to extend maxi num cooperation to international humanitarian
or gani zati ons;

10. Wl cones the invitation extended by the Governnment of the
Islamic Republic of Iran to the Special Representative as well as the
Speci al Rapporteur on the right to freedom of expressi on and associ ati on, and
calls upon the Government of the Islamc Republic of Iran to continue to
cooperate with the nechanisns of the Conmission, including by allow ng them
continued free access to the country;

11. Deci des to extend the mandate of the Special Representative, as
contai ned in Conmi ssion resolution 1984/54 of 14 March 1984, for a further
year;

12. Stresses the need to apply gender perspective in the reporting
process, including in information collection and reconmendati ons;

13. Requests the Special Representative to subnit an interimreport to
the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session on the situation of human
rights in the Islanmic Republic of Iran, including the situation of mnority
groups such as the Baha'is, and to report to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session;

14. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to give all necessary assistance to
t he Special Representative;

15. Decides to continue its consideration of the situation of hunan
rights in the Islanmic Republic of Iran, as a matter of priority, at its
fifty-third session.

62nd neeting
24 April 1996

[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 24 votes to 7,
with 20 abstentions. See chap. X.]

1996/85. Rights of the child

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolutions 1995/78 and 1995/79 of 8 March 1995 and
Ceneral Assenbly resolution 50/153 of 21 Decenber 1995,

Recalling also the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action

(A CONF. 157/ 23), in which the Wrld Conference on Hunan Ri ghts urged all
States, with the support of international cooperation, to address the acute
probl em of children under especially difficult circunstances, and recalling
further that the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action stated that
expl oi tati on and abuse of children should be actively conbated, including by
addressing their root causes, and that effective nmeasures are required agai nst
fermal e i nfanticide, harnful child |abour, sale of children and organs, child
prostitution, child pornography, as well as other forns of sexual abuse,
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Recal ling the recommendati ons of the World Declaration on the Survival,
Protection and Devel opnent of Children and the Plan of Action for |nplenenting
the Worl d Decl aration on the Survival, Protection and Devel opment of Children
in the 1990s adopted by the Wrld Sumit for Children, in 1990,

Recal ling the reconmendati ons made at the Wrld Sunmit for Socia
Devel opnent and the Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action
(A CONF. 177/ 20) adopted by the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen: Action for
Equal ity, Devel opment and Peace in 1995, in particular those for the
protection of the rights of the girl child,

Recalling al so the adoption by the Comm ssion of the Programme of Action
for the Prevention of the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child
Por nography, in its resolution 1992/74 of 5 March 1992, as well as the
Programe of Action for the Elimination of the Exploitation of Child Labour
inits resolution 1993/79 of 10 March 1993,

Noting the recent adoption by the Executive Board of the United Nations
Children's Fund of a new M ssion Statenent,

Prof oundly concerned that the situation of children in nany parts of the
world remains critical as a result of inadequate social and economc
conditions, natural disasters, arned conflicts, displacenment, econom c and
sexual exploitation, illiteracy, hunger, intolerance and disability, and
convi nced that urgent and effective national and international action,

i ncludi ng preventive neasures, is called for

Encouraged by the wi despread conmitnment and political will shown by the
unpr ecedent ed nunber of States that have to date beconme signatories and
parties to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and by its al nbst
uni versal nature, while noting that the conmitnment to achi eve universa
ratification by 1995 has not been reached,

Convi nced that urgent national and international action is required to
ensure that States parties inplenent the Convention on the Rights of the Child
and the reconmendations of the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child,

Noting the plan of action of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for
Human Rights to strengthen the inplenentation of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child,

Deternined to safeguard children's right to life, and recognizing the
duty and responsibility of Governnents to investigate all cases of offences
agai nst children, including killing and viol ence, and to punish offenders,

Convi nced that children affected by arned conflicts require the specia
protection of the international conmmunity and that there is a need for al
States to work towards the alleviation of their plight,

Deeply worried by the continued practice of recruiting children in arnmed
forces in contravention of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
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Noting with satisfaction that the XXVith International Conference of the
Red Cross and Red Crescent in Decenber 1995 recommended that parties to
conflict take every feasible step to ensure that children under the age of
18 years do not take part in hostilities,

Reiterating resolutions 2C and 2D of the XXVIth International Conference
of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent, concerning children and famly
reuni fication,

Alarnmed by the fact that children are often anong the main victins of
weapons which strike long after conflicts have ended, especially
anti - personnel nines,

Aware of the need to pronote the physical and psychol ogi cal care and
recovery, as well as the social reintegration, of children victinms of any form
of exploitation, abuse or neglect, torture or any other formof cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatnment or punishnment, arnmed conflicts or displacenents, in an
envi ronnent which fosters the health, self-respect and dignity of children

Deeply concerned at the persistence of the practices of and the existence
of markets for the sale of children, child prostitution, child pornography and
fraudul ent adoption in many parts of the world, as well as at continuing
reports of children being involved in and affected by serious crine, drug
abuse, violence and prostitution, and, in this connection, aware of the
particular vulnerability of street children to these phenonena,

Noting with concern the grow ng phenonmenon of child sex tourismwhich can
directly pronote the sale of children for sexual exploitation as well as child
prostitution and child pornography, and conscious of the need for appropriate
neasures to conbat this phenomenon,

Recogni zing that legislation per se is not enough to prevent violations
of human rights and that CGovernnents should inplenment their [aws and
conpl ement | egislative neasures with effective action, inter alia in the
fields of |aw enforcenment and the administration of justice, and in social,
educational and public health progranmes,

Reaffirm ng the fundamental principle set forth in the Vienna Declaration
and Programre of Action and in the Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action
that the human rights of women and of the girl child are an inalienable,
integral and indivisible part of universal human rights,

Concerned by those attitudes and those traditional practices which are
harnful to the health and well-being of the girl child, including female
genital rmutilation,

Taking note of the respective reports of the two open-ended working
groups for the elaboration of a draft optional protocol to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child on the involvenent of children in armed conflicts
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 102) and the el aboration of a draft optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child
prostitution and child pornography (E/ CN. 4/1996/101),
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M ndful of the inportant role of the United Nations system in particular
the United Nations Children's Fund and its national conmittees, in assisting
Covernnments to pronmote the well-being of children and their devel opnent,

Concerned at the exploitation of child I abour and by the fact that it
prevents a | arge nunber of children froman early age, especially in
poverty-stricken areas, fromreceiving basic education and may unduly inperil
their health and even their |ives,

Recogni zi ng that progressive elimnation of exploitative child |abour can
be brought about also by tackling poverty, one of the principal factors giving
rise to child Iabour in devel oping countries,

Underlining the inmportance of international cooperation in support of
initiatives to ensure the realization of children's rights at the nationa
I evel, and wel coming in particular the progranmes of the International Labour
Organi zation ained at the elimnation of exploitative child |abour and the
activities carried out within the framework of its International Programme on
the Elimnation of Child Labour,

Alarnmed in particular by the exploitation of child Iabour in its nost
extreme forms, including forced | abour, bonded | abour and other forns of
sl avery,

Encour aged by neasures taken by Governnments to eradi cate the exploitation
of child | abour,

Deeply concerned about the grow ng nunber of street children worl dw de
and the squalid conditions in which these children are often forced to |ive,
as well as the killing of and viol ence agai nst these children

Wl coming the efforts nmade by CGovernments to take effective action to
address the question of street children

The Convention on the Rights of the Child and its inplenentation

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-Cenera
on the status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (E/ CN 4/1996/99);

2. Urges once again all States that have not yet done so to sign and
ratify or accede to the Convention as a matter of priority, with a viewto
reachi ng uni versal adherence;

3. Reaffirnms that all States have a duty to fulfil the obligations
t hey have undertaken under the various international instrunents, and in this
regard recalls the responsibility of States parties to inplenent the
Convention on the Rights of the Child,
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4, Urges States parties to the Convention that have made reservations
to review the conpatibility of their reservations with article 51 of the
Convention and other relevant rules of international law, with a viewto
consi dering the withdrawal of those reservations which are contrary to
article 51 of the Convention or otherwi se contrary to international |aw,

5. Takes note with appreciation of the constructive role of the
Conmmittee on the Rights of the Child in creating awareness of the principles

and provisions of the Convention and in providing reconmendations to
States parties on its inplenentation

6. Calls upon States parties to cooperate closely with the Conmittee
on the Rights of the Child and to conply in a tinely manner with their
reporting obligations under the Convention, in accordance with the guidelines
el aborated for that purpose;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure the provision of
appropriate staff and facilities, fromw thin existing financial resources,
for the effective and expeditious performance of the functions of the
Conmmittee on the Rights of the Child, in the light of its increasingly heavy
wor kl oad and bearing in mind article 43 of the Convention on the Rights of the
Chil d;

8. Notes with appreciation the efforts of the United Nations
Children's Fund in providing support to the Conmittee on the Rights of
the Child in accordance with article 45 of the Convention and in close
col aboration with the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for
Human Ri ghts/ Centre for Hunman Ri ghts;

9. Requests organs and bodi es of the United Nations, including the
United Nations Children's Fund, within the scope of their respective mandates,
and encourages States parties, intergovernmental and non-government al
organi zations, the nmedia and the comunity at large to intensify their efforts
to dissenminate information on the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
pronot e understanding of it and assist States parties in its inplenentation

10. Enphasi zes the inportance of ensuring training on the rights of the
child of those who are involved in actions concerning children, including
teachers, the judiciary and | aw enforcenent and inmmgration officials, and
draws the attention of interested Governnments to the possibilities offered in
this connection by the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for
Human Rights and the Centre for Human Rights through the programe of advisory
services and technical cooperation in the field of human rights;

11. Recommends that within their nandates, special rapporteurs, specia
representatives and working groups of the Comni ssion on Hunan Ri ghts and the
Sub- Commi ssion on the Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of
Mnorities pay special attention to particular situations in which children
are in danger, including the plight of street children, exploitation of child
| abour, children in armed conflicts, refugee and internally displaced
children, and children who are the victins of sale, child prostitution and
chil d pornography or other forms of child abuse, and that they take into
account the work of the Comrmittee on the Rights of the Child,
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Protection of children affected by arned conflicts

12. Not es the progress nmade in the working group on a draft optiona
protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the invol venent of
children in armed conflicts;

13. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to transnit the report of the
wor ki ng group on a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the
i nvol venent of children in arned conflicts to Governnents, relevant
speci al i zed agenci es and i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organizations,
the International Comrmittee of the Red Cross, and the expert appointed by the
Secretary-General to undertake a study on the inpact of armed conflicts on
children, and to invite their comments thereon in tine for circulation prior
to the next session of the working group, and invites the Internationa
Conmittee of the Red Cross to consider being represented at the next session
of the Working G oup;

14. Invites the Comrittee on the Rights of the Child to offer coments
on the draft optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on
the involvement of children in armed conflicts and to consider being
represented at future sessions of the working group

15. Requests the working group on a draft optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvenent of children in armed
conflicts to nmeet for a period of two weeks, or less if possible, prior to the
fifty-third session of the Comm ssion, with a viewto finalizing the draft
optional protocol;

16. Wl cones the report of the Secretary-General on the inpact of armned
conflict on children (E/CN. 4/1996/ 110 and Add. 1), and notes with appreciation
the work of the expert appointed by the Secretary-Ceneral, Ms. Graca Machel

17. Invites Menber States and United Nations organs and bodi es,
including the Conmittee on the Rights of the Child, the Centre for Human
Ri ghts, the United Nations Children's Fund, the Ofice of the United Nations
H gh Conmi ssioner for Refugees, the Wrld Health O gani zati on and the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, as well as
the International Conmittee of the Red Cross and ot her rel evant
i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organizations, to contribute to the
ongoi ng study on the inpact of arned conflict on children

18. Wl cones international efforts ained at restricting and prohibiting
the indiscrimnate use of anti-personnel nines and calls upon Governments to
contribute to demining activities, thereby reducing the nunber of child
vi cti ns;

19. Al so wel cones the financial contributions nade to the Voluntary
Trust Fund for Assistance in Mne O earance, established by the
Secretary-General to finance information and training progranmes relating to
nm ne cl earance, and calls upon Menber States to contribute further to it;
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International neasures for the prevention and eradication of the
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

20. Wl cones the report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography, and notes her
recomendati ons (E/ CN. 4/1996/ 100);

21. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to provide the Special Rapporteur
with all necessary human and financi al assistance, fromwthin existing
resources, to nmake the full discharge of the nandate possible and to enable
her to submit an interimreport to the General Assenbly at its
fifty-first session and a report to the Comm ssion at its fifty-third session

22. Appeal s to all Governnents to cooperate with and assi st the Specia
Rapporteur and to furnish all information requested, including by inviting her
to undertake country visits;

23. Invites the Special Rapporteur to continue to cooperate closely
with other relevant United Nations organs and bodi es and to convey her
findings to the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts;

24, Recogni zes the inportance of strengthening internationa
cooperation, inter alia through the adoption of bilateral and nultilatera
neasures or the use of the United Nations progranmre of advisory services in
the field of human rights, as a neans to assist CGovernnents in preventing and
conbating violations of the rights of the child, including the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography;

25. Not es the progress nmade in the working group on a draft optiona
protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children
child prostitution and child pornography;

26. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to transnit the report of the
wor ki ng group on the question of a draft optional protocol to the Convention
on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography to
Covernnents, relevant specialized agencies and intergovernnmental and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons, the Committee on the Rights of the Child and
the rel evant Special Rapporteur and to invite their conments thereon in tine
for circulation prior to the next session of the working group

27. Invites the Comrmittee on the Rights of the Child to offer coments
on the draft optional protocol to the Convention on the sale of children,
child prostitution and child pornography and to consi der being represented at
future sessions of the working group

28. Requests the working group on the question of a draft optiona
protocol to the Convention on the sale of children, child prostitution and
child pornography to neet for a period of two weeks, or less if possible,
prior to the fifty-third session of the Conmmission to pursue its nandate, with
a viewto finalizing the draft optional protocol
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29. Wl cones the convening of the Wrld Congress agai nst Comerci a
Sexual Exploitation of Children, to be held in Stockholmfrom?27 to
31 August 1996, and in this connection recommends the participation, within
exi sting resources, of the Special Rapporteur, and the participation of the
Chai r man- Rapport eur of the working group on the question of a draft optiona
protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children
child prostitution and child pornography, wthin their nandates;

30. Encourages States to take neasures ainmed at eliminating sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography as well as related
phenonmena and to enhance bilateral and multilateral cooperation to tackle
ef fectively trans-border problens associated with the sexual exploitation of
chi l dren;

IV

Elimnation of exploitation of child | abour

31. Encour ages Menber States which have not yet done so to consider
rati fying the conventions of the International Labour Oganization relating to
the elimnation of the exploitation of child |abour, in particular those
concerning the mni mum age for enploynent, the abolition of forced | abour and
the prohibition of particularly hazardous work for children, and to inplenent
t hem

32. Calls upon Governnents to take | egislative, adm nistrative, socia
and educational measures to ensure the protection of children from economnic
exploitation, in particular protection fromperformng any work that is likely
to be hazardous or to interfere with the child s education or to be harnful to
the child' s health or physical, nental, spiritual, noral or socia
devel opnent ;

33. Urges CGovernnments to take all necessary nmeasures to elimnate al
extreme forms of child I abour, such as forced | abour, bonded |abour and ot her
forns of slavery;

34. Encourages in particular Governnents to take the necessary
| egi sl ative, administrative, social and educational neasures to provide for a
m ni mum age or m ni mum ages for admi ssion to enpl oynent, appropriate
regul ati on of the hours and conditions of enploynent, and appropriate
penalties or other sanctions to ensure the effective enforcenent of these
neasur es;

35. Invites Governments, in accordance with the commitnments nmade at the
Wrld Sunmit for Social Devel opnment in March 1995, to set specific target
dates for elimnating all forms of child |abour that are contrary to accepted
i nternational standards and ensuring the full enforcenment of relevant existing
| aws and, where appropriate, enacting the legislation necessary to inplenent
their obligations under the Convention on the Rights of the Child and
I nternational Labour Organization standards ensuring the protection of working
chi l dren;
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36. Encour ages Menber States to strengthen bilateral and nultilatera
cooperation, such as through the United Nations programre of advisory services
in the field of human rights and the International Progranmme on the
Elim nation of Child Labour of the International Labour Organization, as a
nmeans to assi st Governments in preventing or conbating violations of the
rights of the child, including the exploitation of child I abour

37. Takes note of the reconmendati ons made by the Conmittee on the
Rights of the Child in the area of child I abour, and encourages the Committee,
as well as other relevant hunman rights treaty bodies within their respective
mandates to continue to nonitor this grow ng probl em when exam ning reports of
States parties;

Y

The plight of street children

38. Expresses grave concern at the growi ng incidence worl dwi de, and at
reports of, street children being involved in and affected by serious crineg,
drug abuse, violence and prostitution;

39. Urges CGovernnents to continue actively to seek conprehensive
solutions to the problenms of street children and to take nmeasures to restore
their full participation in society and to provide themwth, inter alia,
adequate nutrition, shelter, health care and education

40. Strongly urges all Governnments to guarantee respect for all human
rights and fundanental freedons, particularly the right to life, and to take
urgent neasures to prevent the killing of street children and to conbat
torture and viol ence agai nst them

41. Enphasi zes that strict conpliance with obligations under rel evant
i nternational human rights instruments, including the Convention on the R ghts
of the Child, constitutes a significant step towards solving the probl ens of
street children;

42. Calls upon the international conmunity to support, through
ef fective international cooperation, the efforts of States to inprove the
situation of street children, and encourages States parties to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child, in preparing their reports to the Conmittee on
the Rights of the Child to bear this problemin nmind and to consider
requesting technical advice and assistance for initiatives ained at inproving
the situation of street children, in accordance with article 45 of the
Conventi on;

43. Recommends that the Commttee on the Rights of the Child and ot her
rel evant treaty-nonitoring bodies give continued attention within their
respective mandates to this growi ng probl em when exam ning reports of States
parties;
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Vi

The qgirl child

44, Uges all States to elimnate all forns of discrimnation against
the girl child and to elinminate the violation of the human rights of al
children, paying particular attention to the obstacles faced by the girl
chil d;

45, Encourages States to enact and enforce legislation protecting girls
fromall forms of violence, including female infanticide and prenatal sex
selection, genital mutilation, incest, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation,
child prostitution and child pornography, and to devel op age-appropriate, safe
and confidential progranmes and mnedi cal, social and psychol ogi cal support
services to assist girls who are subjected to viol ence;

VI |

Ref ugee and internally displaced children

46. Urges CGovernnents to pay particular attention to the situation of
refugee and internally displaced children, by designing and inpl enenting new
policies for their care and well-being with the necessary internationa
cooperation, in particular that of the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh
Conmi ssi oner for Refugees and the United Nations Children's Fund;

VI

47. Wl cones the increasingly active support given to child rights by
regi onal and intergovernnental organizations and institutions;

48. Encour ages the establishment of bodies and institutions, both
governmental and non-governmental, to nonitor, carry out or support activities
in favour of children, guided by the principle of the best interests of the
child as recognized by the Convention on the R ghts of the Child;

49, Requests the Secretary-General to subnit to the Conmission at its
fifty-third session a report on the status of the Convention on the Ri ghts of
the Child;

50. Decides to continue its consideration of the question, as a natter
of priority, at its fifty-third session under the agenda itementitled "Rights
of the child".

62nd neeting
24 April 1996

[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XX ]
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B. Deci sions

1996/ 101. Ogani zation of work

At its 2nd neeting, on 19 March 1996, the Commi ssion on Hunman Ri ghts
deci ded, without a vote, to invite the follow ng persons to participate inits
neeti ngs:

(a) In connection with item3: M. J. Urutia, Chairnman-Rapporteur of
t he worki ng group established in accordance with Conmi ssion resol ution 1995/ 32
of 3 March 1995;

(b) In connection with item3: M. P. Pinheiro, Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human rights in Burundi;

(c) In connection with item3: M. F.Z Ksentini, Special Rapporteur
on the adverse effects of the illicit novenment and dunpi ng of toxic and
danger ous products and wast es;

(d) In connection with item4: M. H Halinen, Special Rapporteur on
the Palestinian territories occupied by Israel;

(e) In connection with item6: M. M Ennaceur, Chairnman-Rapporteur of
the Working Group on the R ght to Devel oprent;

(f) In connection with item7: M. E Bernales Ballesteros, Special
Rapporteur on the question of the use of nercenaries;

(9) In connection with item8: M. L. Joinet, Chairnman-Rapporteur of
the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention;

(h) In connection with item8: M. A Hussain, Special Rapporteur on
the right to freedom of opinion and expression;

(1) In connection with item8: M. P. Cunaraswany, Special Rapporteur
on the independence of judges and | awyers;

(j) In connection with item8 (a): M. N Rodley, Special Rapporteur
on the question of torture;

(k) In connection with item8 (c): M. I. Tosevski,
Chai r man- Rapport eur of the Working G oup on Enforced or Involuntary
Di sappear ances;

(1) In connection with item8 (c): M. M Nowak, expert, special
process dealing with missing persons in the forner Yugosl avia;

(m In connection with item8 (d): M. C Vargas Pizarro,
Chai r man- Rapport eur of the working group on a draft optional protocol to the
Convention agai nst Torture and Ot her Cruel, Inhuman and Degradi ng Treat nent or
Puni shment ;
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(n) In connection with item9 (a): M. R Coonaraswany, Special
Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst wonen;

(0) In connection with item9 (d): M. F.M Deng, Representative of
the Secretary-General on internally displaced persons;

(p) In connection with item10: M. M Copithorne, Special
Representati ve of the Conmission on the situation of human rights in the
I slami ¢ Republic of Iran;

(a) In connection with item10: M. A Artucio Rodriguez, Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Equatorial Quinea;

(r) In connection with item10: M. Choong-Hyun Pai k, Speci al
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan;

(s) In connection with item10: M. Y. Yokota, Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human rights in Myannar;

(t) In connection with item10: M. CJ. Goth, Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human rights in Cuba;

(u) In connection with item10: M. E. Rehn, Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in the territory of the forner Yugosl avi g;

(v) In connection with item10: M. M van der Stoel, Speci al
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Irag;

(w) In connection with item10: M. G Bird, Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in the Sudan;

(x) In connection with item10: M. R Degni-Ségui, Special Rapporteur
on the situation of human rights in Rwanda;

(y) In connection with item10: M. B.W N diaye, Special Rapporteur
on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions;

(2) In connection with item10: M. R Garreton, Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human rights in Zaire;

(aa) In connection with item10 or item17: M. M Pinto, independent
expert on the situation of human rights in Guatemnal a;

(bb) In connection with item10 or item17: M. M Charfi, independent
expert on the situation of human rights in Somali a;

(cc) In connection with item10 (b): M. F. Yiner, Chairman of the
Wor ki ng Group on Conmmuni cati ons of the Sub-Commi ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities; representatives of States in
respect of which situations are being considered under item 10 (b);

(dd) In connection with item10 (b): M. H Tenpleton, independent
expert;
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(ee) In connection with item10 (b): M. N Douré M Bam Di arr a,
i ndependent expert;

(ff) In connection with item12: M. M d élé-Ahanhanzo, Specia
Rapporteur on contenporary fornms of racism racial discrimnation, xenophobia
and rel ated intol erance;

(gg) In connection with item15: M. |. Maxim Chairman of the
forty-seventh session of the Sub-Conm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities;

(hh) In connection with item17: M. M Kirby, Special Representative
of the Secretary-CGeneral on the situation of human rights in Canbodi a;

(ii) In connection with item17: M. A Dieng, independent expert on
the situation of human rights in Haiti;

(jj) In connection with item17: M. A -M Lizin, Chairperson of the
Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Technica
Cooperation in the Field of Human Ri ghts;

(kk) In connection with item18: M. A Anor, Special Rapporteur on the
guestion of religious intolerance;

(I'l'Y In connection with item19: M. J. Hel gesen, Chairman- Rapporteur
of the Working Group on "human rights defenders”;

(m) In connection with item20: M. N Eliasson, Chairnan-Rapporteur
of the working group on a draft optional protocol to the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child on involvenent of children in arned conflicts;

(nn) In connection with item20 (b): M. O Calcetas-Santos, Specia
Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography;

(0o0) In connection with item20 (d): M. |I. Mra Godoy,
Chai r man- Rapport eur of the working group on a draft optional protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child on sale of children, child prostitution
and por nogr aphy.

[See chap. I11.]

1996/ 102. 1ndi genous issues

At its 20th neeting, on 1 April 1996, the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
deci ded, without a vote, to add a new agenda item 23, entitled "I ndi genous
i ssues", to its provisional agenda and to renunber items 23 and 24
accordingly.
[See chap. I11.]
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1996/ 103. Effects of structural adjustnent policies on the
full enjoynent of hunman rights

At its 35th neeting, on 11 April 1996, the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,
taki ng note of resolution 1995/32 of 24 August 1995 of the Sub-Conmmi ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, decided, by
34 votes to 16, with 1 abstention, to establish an open-ended worki ng group of
the Conmission to neet for a period of one week prior to its fifty-third
session to el aborate, on the basis of the prelimnary set of basic policy
gui del i nes on structural adjustnent programmes and econom ¢, social and
cultural rights contained in document E/ CN. 4/Sub.2/1995/10 and in cl ose
cooperation with the Conmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, policy
gui del ines on the subject-matter. The Conmi ssion al so decided, by 34 votes
to 16, with 1 abstention, to invite Governnments and i ntergovernment al
organi zati ons and non-governnmental organi zations, as well as the Conmittee on
Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights, to contribute to the el aboration of
draft policy guidelines by providing their coments on the prelimnary set of
basi c policy guidelines for consideration by the working group, and
recommended the following draft decision to the Econonmic and Soci al Counci
for adoption:

[For the text, see chap. |, sect. B
draft decision 36, and chap. V.]

1996/ 104. Forced evictions

At its 35th neeting, on 11 April 1996, the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,
taki ng note of resolution 1995/29 of 24 August 1995 of the Sub-Commi ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, bearing in mnd the
wor k of other United Nations bodies on this issue, notably that of the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlenents (Habitat), and mindful of the need
to avoi d unnecessary duplication, decided, by a roll-call vote of 22 votes
to 18, with 9 abstentions, to reconmend to the Econonmic and Social Council, in
the light of the conclusions of the United Nations Conference on Hunman
Settlements (Habitat 11), to be held in Istanbul in June 1996, to authorize
the holding, at an appropriate date after Habitat 11, of an expert sem nar on
the practice of forced evictions with a view to devel opi ng conprehensi ve human
rights guidelines on devel opnent-based di spl acenent.

[ See chap. V.]

1996/ 105. Recognition of gross and |arge-scale violations of
hunan rights as an international crine

At its 51st neeting, on 19 April 1996, the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,
taki ng note of resolution 1995/22 of 24 August 1995 of the Sub-Commi ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, bearing in mnd the
wor k of other United Nations bodies on this issue, notably that of the
I nternational Law Conmm ssion, and mindful of the need to avoid unnecessary
duplication, decided, without a vote, to postpone the decision on forwarding
to the Economic and Social Council the draft decision of the Sub-Conm ssion

- 285 -



aut horizing the preparation of a report on the recognition of gross and

| arge-scal e violations of human rights as an international crine

(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 51, chap. |, sect. B) in order to be able to
take into account the work of other United Nations bodies in this field,

i ncluding that of the International Law Conm ssion

[ See chap. XV.]

1996/ 106. Question of the inplications for human rights of
United Nations action, including humanitarian
assistance, in addressing internationa
humani tarian problens in the pronotion
and protection of human rights

At its 51st neeting, on 11 April 1996, the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,
taki ng note of resolution 1995/19 of 24 August 1995 of the Sub-Commi ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, and recalling its
deci si on 1995/107 of 3 March 1995, decided, w thout a vote, not to forward to
t he Econonmic and Social Council the draft decision of the Sub-Commi ssion
aut horizing a study on the inplications for human rights of United Nations
action, including humanitarian assistance, in addressing internationa
hurmani tari an problenms and in the pronotion and protection of human rights
(E/ CN. 4/ 1996/ 2- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 51, chap. |, sect. B)

[ See chap. XV.]

1996/ 107. Systemmtic rape and sexual slavery during periods

of arned conflict

At its 51st neeting, on 19 April 1996, the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,
taki ng note of resolution 1995/ 14 of 18 August 1995 of the Sub- Commi ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, decided, without a
vote, to endorse the decision of the Sub-Comm ssion to appoint
Ms. Linda Chavez as Special Rapporteur with the task of undertaking an
i n-depth study of the situation of systematic rape, sexual slavery and
sl avery-1like practices during periods of arned conflict. The Commi ssion al so
deci ded, without a vote, to invite Governments, conpetent bodies of the
United Nations, the specialized agencies, regional intergovernmenta
organi zati ons and non-governnental organi zations to provide or continue to
provide information on this question, and recommended the foll owi ng draft
decision to the Econom ¢ and Social Council for adoption

[For the text, see chap. |, sect. B
draft decision 38, and chap. XV.]
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1996/ 108. Hunman rights di nensions of population transfer, including
the inplantation of settlers and settlenents

At its 51st neeting, on 19 April 1996, the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,
taki ng note of decision 1995/111 of 24 August 1995 and resol ution 1994/ 42 of
26 August 1994 of the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrinination and
Protection of Mnorities, decided, without a vote, to endorse the
recomendati on of the Sub-Comni ssion to request the Special Rapporteur to
submit his final report to the Sub-Commission at its forty-eighth session, and
to request the Secretary-General to provide the Special Rapporteur with al
t he assistance necessary in order to allow himto conplete his work.

[ See chap. XV.]

1996/ 109. Study on treaties, agreenents and other constructive
arrangenents between States and i ndi genous popul ati ons

At its 52nd neeting, on 19 April 1996, the Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,
t aki ng note of decision 1995/118 of 24 August 1995, and recalling
resol uti ons 1989/38 of 1 Septenber 1989 and 1990/28 of 31 August 1990 and
deci sions 1991/ 11 of 29 August 1991, 1992/110 of 27 August 1992 and 1994/ 116
of 26 August 1994 of the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnnation and
Protection of Mnorities, decided, without a vote, to endorse the
recomendati on of the Sub-Comni ssion to request the Special Rapporteur,
M. Mguel Alfonso Martinez, to submit a third report on the study on
treaties, agreements and other constructive arrangenents between States and
i ndi genous popul ations to the Wirking Group at its fourteenth session and to
t he Sub- Conmmi ssion at its forty-eighth session and a final report to both
bodies at their fifteenth and forty-ninth sessions respectively. The
Conmi ssion al so decided, without a vote, to request the Secretary-GCeneral to
gi ve the Special Rapporteur all the assistance necessary to enable himto
conti nue and conclude his study, in particular by providing for specialized
research assi stance and for the necessary visits to Geneva for consultation
with the Centre for Human Rights, and the resources necessary for a field
nm ssion to examine in situ the contenporary significance of a historic treaty
in one country, to be determined in consultation with the CGovernnent
concerned, as a practical exanple for inclusion in the final report.

[ See chap. XXII1.]

1996/ 110. O ganization of the work of the fifty-third session

At its 60th neeting, on 23 April 1996, the Conmi ssion decided, w thout a
vote, in the light of the positive experience gained by rescheduling the dates
of the fifty-second session on a one-year trial basis, to reconmmend to the
Econoni ¢ and Social Council, pursuant to the Council's decision 1994/297 of
29 July 1994, and bearing in mnd Council decision 1995/296 of 25 July 1995,
that the dates for the Conm ssion's annual regular session be rescheduled to

- 287 -



take place in March/ April each year, instead of earlier in the year, and that,
accordingly, the fifty-third session be rescheduled to take place from
10 March to 18 April 1997

[See chap. I11.]

1996/ 111. O ganization of the work of the fifty-third session

At its 60th neeting, on 23 April 1996, the Conmi ssion, taking into
account its heavy schedule of work, as well as the need to give adequate
consideration to all the itens on the agenda, and recalling that in previous
years the Econom c and Social Council had approved the Conmm ssion's request
for additional meetings for its thirty-seventh to fifty-second sessions,
deci ded, wi thout a vote:

(a) To recomrend to the Econonic and Social Council that it authorize,
i f possible within existing financial resources, 40 fully serviced additiona
neetings, including sumary records, in accordance with rules 29 and 31 of the
rul es of procedure of the functional conm ssions of the Economic and Socia
Council, for the Comm ssion's fifty-third session;

(b) To request the Chairman of the Commission at its fifty-third
session to nake every effort to organize the work of the session within the
times nornally allotted, so that the additional neetings that the Economic and
Soci al Council m ght authorize would be utilized only if such neetings proved
to be absolutely necessary.

[ See chap. I11.]

1996/ 112. Question of human rights in Cyprus

At its 60th neeting, on 23 April 1996, the Conmi ssion decided, w thout a
vote, to retain on its agenda item 10 (a), entitled "Question of human rights
in Cyprus", it being understood that action required by previous resol utions
of the Conmission on the subject would continue to remain operative, including
the request to the Secretary-Ceneral to provide a report to the Comi ssion
regardi ng their inplenentation

[ See chap. X ]

1996/ 113. O ganization of the work of the fifty-third session

At its 61st neeting, on 24 April 1996, the Conmi ssion decided, w thout a
vote, that, unless otherwise indicated in the resol utions adopted at the
fifty-second session, all continuing thematic or country-oriented mandates
establ i shed by the Commi ssion and entrusted to special rapporteurs, specia
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representatives, independent experts and working groups are expected to report
to the fifty-third session, even if the relevant resol utions do not mnake
explicit reference to that reporting obligation.

[See chap. I11.]

1996/ 114. O gani zation of work

At its 62nd neeting, on 24 April 1996, the Conmi ssion decided, w thout a
vote, to defer consideration of draft resolution E/CN. 4/1996/L.2, entitled
"Organi zation of work", to its fifty-third session.

[See chap. I11.]
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