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. ORGANI ZATI ONAL MATTERS
1. The President, H E. Ms. Annette des Iles (Trinidad and Tobago),

opened t he annual session 1996 of the Executive Board. She wel coned al
nmenbers and observers to the current session, which was the third annua
session of the Board since its creation in 1994. In keeping with the
efficient tradition of work of the Board, she stated that she woul d not
make a long introductory statement. She noted that the past years had been
extremely productive, with the adoption of new | egislative franeworks for
UNDP and UNFPA programmi ng arrangenents and bi enni al budgets for 1996-1997
as well as the inplementati on of successful new working nethods for the
procedures of the Board.

2. During the current session, it was hoped that the mission statenents
of UNDP and UNFPA woul d be endorsed by the Executive Board. The Board
woul d consi der the annual reports of the Executive Director of UNFPA and
the Admi nistrator of UNDP. The new direction of UNFPA follow ng the

I nternati onal Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, and the work of
UNDP in inmplementing its initiatives for change in the four focus areas of
poverty eradi cation, enploynment, environnment, and the advancenent of wonen,
woul d al so be taken up. The Board would al so consider the report of the
Admi nistrator on the United Nations Vol unteers (UNV) (DP/1996/22) and hol d
a special event marking the twenty-fifth anniversary of UNV. In addition,
based on the experience acquired during the previous two and one-half years
in the working nethods of the Executive Board, rules of procedure for the
Board woul d be considered. The renaining itens to be considered were
contai ned in the provisional agenda.

3. The President informed the Executive Board that the Bureau had held
three neetings since the second regul ar session 1996: on 12 April, 23 Apri
and 6 May. The Bureau had reviewed matters before the annual session and
had held prelinminary discussion on the issue of the rules of procedure,
whi ch woul d be taken up under item 2 of the agenda of the annual session
The President inforned the Board that all neetings would conmmrence on time
in order to make the optimal use of conference services avail abl e.

4, The Secretary of the Executive Board noted that docunments referred to
i n docunent DP/1996/L.7/Rev.1 had been subnitted to the United Nations
Ofice for Conference Services on tine except for the report on the second
regul ar session (DP/1996/17). Mst docunments had been available in al

of ficial |anguages by 23 April, the date of the pre-session infornma
briefing. Al docunents had been distributed to nenbers of the Executive
Board at their Mssions to the United Nations in New York and were
currently available at the docunments distribution centre in Geneva. In
keeping with the directives of the United Nations Secretariat, there would
not be a docunentation booth in the conference roomin which the Board was
conveni ng.

5. O her docunentation available to the Executive Board included the
rul es of procedure for: (a) the Governing Council of UNDP and UNFPA; (b)
the United Nations Children's Fund; and (c) the Econom ¢ and Soci al
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Council. Revised mission statenents for UNDP and UNFPA, based on conments
made at the pre-session informal briefing on 23 April and on those received
inwiting fromdel egati ons, would al so be nmade avail able in conference
room papers in English, French and Spanish. A conference room paper on
agency support costs, requested by the Executive Board at its second
regul ar session 1996 and incorporating coments nade at the inforna
briefing on 23 April, was also available. The Board would al so receive a
conference room paper containing an interimreport on the work of the
wor ki ng group on docunentation, to be considered under item2. Al so

avail able to the Executive Board would be: the UNDP corporate plan (English
only); the executive summary of the "Assessnent of UNDP", sponsored by the
Governnents of Denmark, India, Sweden and the United Ki ngdom (Engli sh,
French and Spanish); part Il of the guidelines on the inplenmentation of the
successor programi ng arrangenments (English, French and Spani sh); and
publications of the UNDP Office of Devel opnent Studies.

6. The Secretary further noted that the annual session 1996 had been
schedul ed earlier than in previous years in order to conply with

| egi sl ati on adopted by the Economic and Social Council in 1995, which
required that the report of the Executive Board on that session be
submitted to the substantive session of the Council in 1996. For that
reason, the Executive Board would have to adopt its report on the |ast day
of the annual session. Wile it was hoped that there would be sufficient
time to allow for nost of the report be translated and nade avail able to
the Board in all the official |anguages, portions to be discussed on
Wednesday, 15 May woul d be available only in the | anguage of subm ssion.

7. The Secretary informed the Executive Board that, owing to financia
constraints, there would be no night sessions. However, inforna

consul tations could be held in the evening, with sound facilities
avai |l abl e.

8. The Executive Board approved the foll owi ng agenda for its annua
session, as contained in docunment DP/1996/L. 7/ Rev. 1.

I[tem 1. Organi zational matters

Item 2. Rul es of procedure

UNFPA segnment

Item 3. UNFPA: Report of the Executive Director and progranme-
| evel activities

Item 4. UNFPA: M ssion statenment of the United Nations Popul ation
Fund

UNFPA/ UNDP_segnent

Item 5. UNFPA/ UNDP: Reports to the Econonic and Soci al Counci

Item 6. UNFPA/ UNDP: Har noni zati on of presentation of budgets and
accounts
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UNDP_segnent
Item 7. UNDP: Annual report of the Administrator and rel ated
matters (including initiatives for change)
Item 8. UNDP: Matters relating to the programi ng cycl es:
- | mpl enenti on of the successor progranmm ng
arrangenent s
- Request fromthe Governnent of Nam bia for
speci al status equivalent to that of a |east
devel oped country
Item 9. Agency support costs
Item 10. United Nations Vol unteers
ltem 11. United Nations Devel opnment Fund for Whnen
ltem 12. United Nations Ofice for Project Services
Item 13. O her matters
9. One del egation noted that it had received the docunentation for the

annual session in Spanish for the first time only at the beginning of the
annual session. The Secretary responded that the matter woul d be
i nvesti gated.

10. The Executive Board approved the work plan, contained in docunent
DP/ 1995/L. 7/ Rev. 1, as revised and distri buted.



