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[without reference to a Main Conmittee (A/50/L.73)]
50/ 227. Furt her neasures for the restructuring and

revitalization of the United Nations in the
economi c, social and related fields

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Reaffirmng its resolutions 45/264 of 13 May 1991, 46/235 of 13 Apri
1992 and 48/ 162 of 20 Decenber 1993,

Recalling its resolutions 57 (1) of 11 Decenber 1946, 304 (1V) of
16 Novenber 1949, 417 (V) of 1 Decenber 1950, 1240 (Xl I1) of 14 Cctober 1958,
1714 (XVl) of 19 Decenber 1961, 2029 (XX) of 22 November 1965, 2211 (XXI) of
17 Decenber 1966, 2688 (XXV) of 11 Decenber 1970, 2813 (XXVI) and 2815 (XXVI)
of 14 Decenber 1971, 3019 (XXVI1) of 18 Decenber 1972, 3404 (XXX) of
28 Novenber 1975, 31/170 of 21 Decenber 1976, 34/104 of 14 Decenber 1979 and
36/ 244 of 28 April 1982, and Economi c and Soci al Council resolutions
1084 (XXX X) of 30 July 1965, 1763 (LIV) of 18 May 1973 and 1986/ 7 of
21 May 1986, and other rel evant resol utions,

1. Adopts the texts contained in the annexes to the present
resol uti on;

2. Calls upon the rel evant intergovernmental bodies to fully
i npl enent the measures for the restructuring and revitalization of the United
Nations in the econom c, social and related fields;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to inplement the further nmeasures
for restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations in the economc,
social and related fields falling within his responsibility, as set out in
annex | to the present resol ution

96- 77239 /...
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4. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report to the Cenera
Assenbly at its fifty-second session, through the Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
at its substantive session of 1997, on the inplenmentation of the present
resol uti on;

5. Invites the specialized agenci es, organizations and other bodies
of the United Nations systemto inplenment the neasures for restructuring
within their respective areas of conpetence, as appropriate;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-first
session the itementitled "Restructuring and revitalization of the United
Nations in the econom c, social and related fields".

119th plenary neeting
24 NMay 1996

ANNEX |

Further neasures for the restructuring and revitalization of the
United Nations in the econonmc, social and related fields

l. FUNDI NG OF OPERATI ONAL ACTI VI TI ES FOR DEVELCOPMENT OF THE UNI TED
NATI ONS SYSTEM

1. There is a need for a substantial increase in resources for operationa
activities for devel opnent, on a predictable, continuous and assured basis,
commensurate with the increasi ng needs of devel oping countries, in accordance
with resolutions 48/ 162 of 20 Decenmber 1993 and 50/120 of 20 Decenber 1995.

2. Efforts to mobilize the political will should be intensified in order to
achi eve the objectives outlined in the present section regardi ng fundi ng of
operational activities for devel opnent.

3. There is an urgent need to strive for the fulfilment of the agreed
target of 0.7 per cent of gross national product for official devel opnent
assi stance as soon as possible.

4. The fundanental characteristics of the operational activities of the
United Nations systemshould be, inter alia, their universal, voluntary and
grant nature, their neutrality and their nultilateralism as well as their
ability to respond to the needs of devel oping countries in a flexible nmanner
The operational activities of the United Nations system should be carried out
for the benefit of the devel oping countries, at the request of those countries
and in accordance with their own policies and priorities for devel opnment.

5. There is a need for priority allocation of scarce grant resources to
programes and projects in | owincome countries, in particular the |east
devel oped countries.

6. The United Nations devel opnent system should take into account the
speci fic needs and requirenents of the countries with economes in transition

7. Devel opi ng countries are responsible for their devel opment processes and
operational activities for developnent are a joint responsibility of al
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countries. Partnership between devel oped and devel opi ng countries shoul d be
based on agreed mandates, principles and priorities of the United Nations
systemin the devel oprent field. Al countries should denonstrate their
commitment to the funds and programmes, and in this regard, the inportance of
equi t abl e burden shari ng anong devel oped countries is recognized.

8. Many donor and recipient countries have nmade sustained contributions to
the operational activities for developnent in the spirit of partnership.

9. Wthin the context of the efforts to provide the operational activities
of the United Nations systemw th resources, in particular core resources, on
a predictable, continuous and assured basis, and taking into account that
voluntary contributions fromofficial sources should remain the main source
for funding of those activities, all aspects of funding of United Nations
operational activities, and options presented in the reports of the Secretary-
General 1/ and other reports subsequently presented, which include the three
fundi ng mechani sms (voluntary, negotiated and assessed), as well as their
expected i nmpact, should be exam ned by the General Assenbly and the Econonic
and Social Council in accordance with their respective nmandates.

10. Overall policy issues regarding nodalities of funding of operationa
activities for devel opnment should be considered by the General Assenbly as the
hi ghest intergovernmental nechanismfor the fornulation and appraisal of
policy matters relating to the economc, social and related fields, under the
itemon operational activities for developnent, in particular in the context
of the triennial policy review, including the relationship between funding and
pr ogr ames.

11. In order to fulfil its coordination role, and in accordance with the
policies fornmul ated by the General Assenbly, the Econom c and Soci al Counci
shoul d consider, on an annual basis in the operational activities segnent, the
overall financial picture of the funds and progranmes, including the
availability of resources, the priorities and progranmes agreed upon in the
funds and programes, the adopted targets and further gui dance on priorities,
and make recomendati ons thereon to the General Assenbly and the funds and
progr anmes.

12. The governing bodi es of each programme and fund coordi nated by the
Econom ¢ and Social Council (United Nations Devel opnment Programme, United
Nations Children's Fund, United Nations Popul ation Fund and Wrld Food
Programe) shall adopt, in the context of their progranme arrangenents and
financial plans, a specific and realistic target for core resources, based on
the needs arising fromtheir agreed programmes and priorities, as well as the
speci fic mandat es of each programme and fund. On this basis, and in
accordance with rel evant decisions taken by the General Assenbly and the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council, the governing bodi es of each programe and fund
shal | take decisions on their own funding arrangenents. The inportance of
non-core resources as a nechanismto enhance the capacity of the United

Nati ons devel opnment system and to suppl enent the neans avail able for
operational activities for developnent is also recognized.

13. The inportance of continuing to inprove ways in which Menber States are
kept informed of the inpact of operational activities for devel opnent and of

1/ A 48/ 940 and A/ 49/ 834.
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the financial picture of the programes and funds coordi nated by the Econonmnic
and Social Council should be stressed, as well as the relationship between
programm ng requirements and avail abl e fundi ng.

14. The recomendations and priorities set out in General Assenbly

resol ution 50/120, regardi ng measures to inprove the efficiency and

ef fecti veness of the operational activities for devel opnent of the United
Nations system should be fully inplenented, including, inter alia, progranmmes
focused on neeting the specific needs of devel oping countries, giving priority
all ocation to devel oping countries, in particular the | east devel oped
countries and Africa, appropriate cooperation anong United Nations progranmres,
and keeping admi nistrative costs to a level that allows effective programe
delivery.

15. Al'l organi zations of the United Nations devel opnment system shoul d focus
their efforts at the field level on priority areas in accordance with the
priorities identified by recipient countries and the mandates, ni ssion
statenents and rel evant decisions of their governing bodies in order to avoid
duplication and enhance the conplenentarity and inpact of their work.

16. By its fifty-second session, the General Assenbly should reviewthe
above-nentioned funding nodalities. A decision regarding the future of the
United Nations Pl edging Conference for Devel opnent Activities will be

post poned pending the results of this review In the event that this review
Is not conpleted by the end of the fifty-second session of the Genera
Assenbly, a decision on whether to effect changes in the scheduling of the

Pl edgi ng Conference for the fifty-second session will then be nade.

17. The Secretary-General is requested to prepare a report on new and

i nnovative ideas for generating funds, to be considered by the Genera
Assenbly, on a priority basis, not later than at its fifty-first session,
taking into account the discussions at the substantive session of 1996 of the

Econom ¢ and Soci al Council, analysing various proposals that have been
advanced on innovative funding sources and nodalities for operationa
activities, including national, international and private sources, and setting

forth his views on the advantages and di sadvant ages associ ated with each.
I nnovative funding sources could be an additional elenent for the provision of
resources for operational activities for devel opnent.

1. GENERAL ASSEMBLY

18. The CGeneral Assenbly should exert greater policy |eadership on

devel opnent issues inasnmuch as the Charter of the United Nations provides the
Assenbly with broad mandat es concerning these issues. The General Assenbly is
t he hi ghest intergovernmental nechanismfor the fornulation and appraisal of
policy on matters relating to the economic, social and related fields, in
accordance with chapter | X of the Charter. It is the main forumwhere
Governnents pursue the devel opnent di al ogue, which includes all these issues,
inits political context. The purpose of the dialogue is to take an
integrated view of matters relating to the econonmic, social and related fields
in order to build and deepen the political understanding required for enhanced
i nternational devel opment cooperation, to generate inpulses for action and to
[ aunch initiatives.
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19. The Hi gh-level Open-ended Wrking Goup on the Strengthening of the
United Nations System shoul d be encouraged to consider, in the context of the
debate on all the Main Conmttees of the General Assenbly, pronoting the use
of innovative nmechanisns, in accordance with the rules of procedure of the
Ceneral Assenbly, such as panel discussions with delegations and interactive
debates, with the active participation of Secretariat and agency
representatives, as well as outside experts.

20. The Secretary-General is requested to provide information on the tota
cost associated with the reports submtted annually to the General Assenbly
under current mandates, so that the General Assenbly nmay review and take
appropriate action on them

A. Coherence of the work of the Second and Third Conmittees

21. There is a need to pronote greater coherence and conplementarity between
the work of the Second and Third Conmttees. For this purpose the Genera
Committee of the General Assenbly should ensure better coordination of the
agendas of the Second and Third Committees; the two bureaux should revi ew
their respective programmes of work in order to exchange information on the

i ssues discussed in each, identify potential areas of overlap or duplication
and exam ne neans of considering in a nore coordi nated manner issues related
to the followup of the major United Nations conferences and make
recomendati ons thereon to their respective Comm ttees.

22. There is a need to consider possible nmeasures to allow for the
coordi nated consi deration of the report of the Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
during the General Assenbly session

23. To the extent feasible, the discussions in the Second and Third
Commi ttees should not commence until after the end of the general debate in
the plenary neetings of the General Assenbly.

24. For issues of a procedural nature, decisions, instead of resolutions,
shoul d be used to the maxi mum extent possible. Resolutions should be shorter
in particular as regards preanbular parts. The bureaux, in review ng the
respecti ve agendas, could identify and recomend those individual itens or
clusters of related itens that could be effectively considered i n omi bus
resol utions.

B. Programe of work of the Second and Third Conmittees

25. The arrangenents in the CGeneral Assenbly and in the Econom c and Soci al
Counci| for considering the coordination of hunanitarian assistance and
speci al econom c assistance to individual countries and regi ons should be
reviewed during the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly.

26. In order to ensure, whenever possible, a common approach and cl ear
systemw de mandate for issues dealing with special econom c assistance to
i ndi vidual countries, each resolution could contain, to the extent possible
and, as appropriate, a conmon preanbul ar section, while specificity

(i ndi vidual needs) would be maintained within a nunber of operative

par agr aphs.
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27. To facilitate di scussions based on an integrated approach to devel opnent
i ssues, the possibility of choosing a principal theme or thenes should be

expl ored to focus substantive debate under each "cluster"” in the agenda

wi thout prejudice to the right of delegations to raise any other specific

i ssue in the debates.

28. Consul tations should be held at an early stage, in an organizationa
session of the Commttee, before the start of its general debate, based on
proposals fromthe bureau for decision, on clustering of the agenda, and,
where possible, themes and focus for these clusters, taking into account the
content of reports presented, as well as on itens to be included for

di scussion or items for decisions and resol utions w thout formal debate.

29. The agenda of the Second Conmittee is set out in annex Il. This is
wi thout prejudice to the current arrangenents on the biennialization and
triennialization of itens, as decided by the General Assenbly in resolution
48/ 162.

30. The agenda of the Third Commttee is structured in accordance with
General Assenbly decision 50/465 of 22 Decenber 1995 (see annex I11).

[11. DOCUMENTATI ON AND RELATED MATTERS

31. The Secretariat and representatives of the specialized agencies are
requested to provide executive briefings, as appropriate, on the matters to be
covered under the itens on the agenda, at |east a week prior to the opening of
the General Assenbly. The Second Conmittee should, in accordance with
resolution 48/162, look early in the session into all aspects related to the

i mprovenent of the working methods of the Comittee.

32. There should be greater use of rel evant background docunents in the
Second Committee such as the Wirld Econonmic and Social Survey, the Trade and
Devel opnent Report, the Wrld Devel opnent Report and the Wrld Econonic

Qutl ook; in the preparation of the first two reports, cooperation and

coordi nati on between the Departnent for Econom c¢ and Social Information and
Policy Analysis and the secretariat of the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Devel oprment shoul d be enhanced to ensure nore conplenentarity between the
reports.

33. There shoul d be continued inprovenent of other reports to make them nore
conci se and action-oriented, by highlighting the critical areas requiring
action by the CGeneral Assenmbly and, as appropriate, by making specific
recomendati ons. All docunentation should be provided within the specified
tinetabl es and page limts and in all official United Nations |anguages.
Efforts should al so continue to be made to have all docunmentation available in
electronic form in particular for distribution on the Internet, in a tinely
manner and within existing resources.

34. In order to rationalize and sinplify reporting procedures, the Second
and Third Committees shall, at the end of their sessions, while review ng
their draft programmes of work for the next sessions, consider procedura
deci si ons regardi ng requests for reports, including where possible integrated
reports on closely related itens, as well as itens to be inscribed on the
agendas for the next sessions. This exercise shall be based on the lists of
reports nandated from deci sions taken by the present and previous sessions of
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the General Assenbly, which are included in the draft programres of work, as
wel | as suggestions fromthe Secretary-Ceneral on reporting arrangenents.

35. It is noted that the Economi c and Social Council requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to prepare proposals, for consideration by the Council in
1996 and by the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session, on the
sinplification of existing reporting requirenents, taking into account the
reports that will be required for the followup to United Nations conferences.

V. ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COUNCI L

36. In accordance with the relevant provisions of the Charter of the United
Nations, the Economic and Social Council nust continue to strengthen its role
as the central nechanismfor coordination of the activities of the United
Nations systemand its specialized agencies and supervi sion of subsidiary
bodies, in particular its functional comm ssions, In the economc, social and
related fields. It should provide overall guidance and coordination to the
United Nations devel opnment system It nust also pronote a coordinated foll ow
up to the outcones of major international conferences in the econom c, socia
and rel ated fields.

37. The Council should fully inplenent its authority to take final decisions
on the activities of its subsidiary bodies and on other natters relating to
its systemwi de coordination and overall guidance functions in the economc,
social and related fields, as appropriate.

38. The Council shoul d continue to consider reports of intergovernnental and
i nter-agency bodi es and nechani sns for coordination and recomend ways to
enhance their interaction and conplementarity of efforts.

39. In the followup to United Nations conferences, the Council shall ensure
t he harnoni zation and coordi nati on of the agendas and work programes of the
functional comm ssions by pronpoting a clearer division of |abour anong them
and providing clear policy guidance to them To this end, better preparation
of the neetings of the Council should be ensured. The Council could

periodi cally organi ze neetings on specific issues to allow for nore dial ogue
with the chairpersons and the secretariats, as appropriate, of the functiona
commi ssions, other subsidiary and rel ated bodi es and the rel evant executive
boards. |If an effective and coordinated foll ow up process suggests the need,
then the consolidation of activities of subsidiary bodies may be consi dered,
as appropriate. The aimof sustaining and strengthening the quality and

i npact of the output of these bodies nust be assured.

40. The Council shall hold a shorter, focused substantive session for four
weeks in July. Efforts shall be nade, therefore, to inprove preparedness of
the session through the effective use of the organizational session of the
Counci| and, as appropriate, open-ended informal consultations in order to
conduct prelimnary consultations anong del egations on nmatters to be dealt
with at the substantive session. This may involve, as appropriate, dialogues
with the chairpersons and the secretariats, as appropriate, of the functiona
commi ssions, other subsidiary and rel ated bodi es and executive boards rel evant
to these issues, anong others, in order to identify problens, avoid overl aps
and fill gaps.
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41. In accordance with the provision of the Charter and its rules of
procedure, the Council may convene speci al sessions to address urgent
devel opnents in the econom c, social and related fields that may require
gui dance and coordi nation by the Council.

42. In scheduling the above-nmenti oned sessions and consul tations, the
Counci| should take into consideration neetings of other bodies dealing with
econom ¢ and social issues to avoid unnecessary overl appi ng and over burdeni ng.

43. The Secretary-General is requested to prepare a study with a
conprehensi ve assessment of the present arrangements for the Council's
sessi ons.

44, The out cone of each segment of the Council shoul d be strengthened and
nmade nore action-oriented. Resolutions, decisions and agreed concl usions
shoul d be inplemented and followed up fully by all relevant parts of the
United Nations system This process should be nonitored by the Council and
the General Assenbly on a regular basis, as appropriate.

45, Panel discussions and interactive debates, with the participation of
out si de experts, non-governnental organizations and the business and acadenic
comunities, where appropriate, and in accordance with the rules of procedure
of the Council, should be encouraged in parallel to the formal neetings of the
Council, taking into account any rel evant outcone of the Open-ended Wirking

G oup on the Review of Arrangenents for Consultations wth Non-Governnent al
Organi zations that the Council adopts.

A. Preparation of the sessions of the Econonic and Social Counci

46. The organi zational session of the Council should continue to be the
appropriate framework for transparent discussion and approval of the agenda
items of the substantive session, as well as of its annual basic progranme of
wor k, taking into account the rules of procedure of the Council and rel evant
Ceneral Assenbly resolutions, in particular resolutions 45/264 of 13 May 1991
and 48/162.

47. The Bureau of the Council should convene open-ended i nforma

consul tations of the Council to inprove organizational and procedural as well
as substantive aspects of the Council's sessions, with a view to highlighting
the issues and recomrendations that require consideration and action by the
Council. In order to have nore focused and wel | - prepared substantive sessions
of the Council, the Bureau should be encouraged to continue to exercise its
role as facilitator

48. The Bureau of the Council should neet on a regul ar basis and may

consi der issues such as recommendati ons on agenda itens and subjects, the
structure of neetings and lists of guest participants for panel discussions,
and shoul d be kept informed, where appropriate, and in the context of its
organi zational efforts, of the deliberations of relevant intergovernnenta
nechani sns outside the United Nations system The Bureau shall brief the
Council on its deliberations and shall not have the authority to nmake

deci sions on any substantive natters.

49, The Bureau shoul d al so assist the Council in identifying econonic
social and related i ssues for discussion at its sessions, nmmintain contacts
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wi th the bureaux of the functional conm ssions and other subsidiary bodies, as
well as with those of the specialized agencies and the executive boards of the
funds and programes, and thus allow for a better interaction between the
Counci| and those bodies and contribute by assisting the Council to better
fulfil its role.

50. The Bureau shall nonitor the state of preparedness of docunentation for
the Council and take necessary measures to facilitate its tinmely issuance in
all official |anguages.

51. Based on proposal s by nenber States, recommendations in the reports of
the Secretary-General as well as in the reports of the Council's subsidiary
bodi es and the executive boards of the United Nations funds and progranmes,
the Bureau shall identify areas for possible action by the Council, with a
view to inproving the proceedings of the Council

52. Menbers of the Bureau should be entrusted wi th safeguarding and passing
on to the next session of the Council the working nmethods that have proved
successful and the overall experience acquired in inplenmenting resolution

48/ 162 and the present resolution, taking into account the rules of procedure
of the Counci l

B. High-level segnent

53. The theme for the general debate of the high-level segnment shall be
determ ned by the Economic and Social Council. |In this connection, the
President of the Council, follow ng consultations with Menber States and,

t hrough the Secretary-General, with nmenbers of the Administrative Comrittee on
Coordi nati on, should present a proposal for a topical thene for the follow ng
year at the annual substantive session of the Council. At such session, the
Counci | shall undertake consultations on the theme for the high-1evel segnent
with a viewto reaching a decision, if possible, during the substantive
session, but not later than at a resumed session in the autum follow ng the

annual session. In the event a matter of high urgency and priority
subsequently energes that would qualify as a thenme for the high-1evel segnent,
the Council, at its organizational session, nmay, as appropriate, consider that

theme as an additional topic for discussion at the high-level segnent.

54. The Secretary General is requested to include in his report for this
segment all relevant issues that could be discussed during the session, on the
basis of the thene or themes chosen, naking use of inputs fromthe various
pertinent bodies of the United Nations system including concrete
recomrendati ons on the matters under di scussion

55. In order to better focus the policy dialogue, the possibility of having
joint reports, prepared by the secretariats of the United Nations, the United
Nati ons Conference on Trade and Devel opnent, the Bretton Wods institutions
and the Wrld Trade Organi zati on, should be expl ored.

56. The outcone of the high-level segnment should normally be in the form of

agreed concl usions and should be followed up by all relevant bodies and
organi zations of the United Nations system

C. Coordination segnent
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57. The agreed concl usions of the Council concerning the selection of cross-
cutting themes conmon to nmajor international conferences and/or the
contribution to an overall review of the inplenentation of the programe of
action of a United Nations conference should be inplenmented. At the

organi zati onal session of the Council, consideration should be given to
choosing a second thene dealing with concrete sectoral issues. The Counci
shoul d devel op a focused di al ogue on the chosen theme or thenmes with the funds
and programmes, the regional comm ssions and the rel evant specialized

agenci es, including the Bretton Wods institutions, as well as the Wrld Trade
Organi zation, as appropriate.

58. The functions of the present joint neetings of the Admi nistrative
Committee on Coordination and the Committee for Programe and Coordination
whi ch are hereby discontinued, should be assigned to this segnent.

59. The inpl enmentati on of the agreed concl usions of this segnment shoul d be
followed up 1n the general segnent of the follow ng year

D. Operational activities for devel opnent segnent

60. The role of the Council in providing overall coordination and gui dance
for operational devel opment programmes and funds on a systemw de basis shoul d
be reinforced, including objectives, priorities and strategies in the

i mpl enentation of the policies fornulated by the General Assenmbly, as well as
concentrating on cross-cutting and coordination issues related to operationa
activities, including through a high-1level nmeeting, in order to provide an
opportunity for policy nmakers to engage in discussion on the broader issues
for devel opnent cooperation

61. Efforts should focus on inproving the overall inpact of operationa
activities of the United Nations systemin devel opment cooperation by,

inter alia, inplementing the set of neasures agreed upon in this franmework and
ensuring a nore coordinated inplenentation at the field |evel.

62. Wth a view to avoiding repetition of discussions, the governing boards
shoul d be requested to highlight in their respective reports to the Counci
the issues requiring exam nation and identify action to be taken

63. Nati onal officials directly involved in the inplenentation of nationa
devel opnent strategies in recipient countries, as well as field-Ieve
representatives of the United Nations system should be encouraged to
participate in this segment.

64. The debates with the heads of agencies should focus on concrete topics
of common concern and, with the consent of the countries concerned, use should
be nmade of national and regional case-studies. The annual discussion of
policy for operational devel opnent progranmmes shoul d be broadened, focusing on
support for country-driven processes, so as to include the status of

col  aboration with other nmultilateral and bilateral donors, especially the
Bretton Wods institutions.

65. Contributions to the preparations for the triennial policy review of
operational activities conducted by the General Assenbly shoul d be continued.
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E. GCeneral segment

66. The primary function of this segnent as that of an action-oriented
review of the activities, reports and reconmendati ons of the Council's
subsi di ary bodi es shoul d be consolidated, avoiding a repetition of the debates
held in those bodies and focusing attention on nmajor policy issues that
require a prioritized and coordi nated response fromthe United Nations system
as a whol e.

67. The Council should regularly review the agenda of its general segnent
with a view to discontinuing consideration of itens that are not relevant to
the work of its subsidiary machinery or are duplicative of itens on the agenda
of the General Assenbly, and distinguish nore clearly between itens on the
agenda requiring decisions and those for information only.

68. The subsi diary bodies should be requested to include in their reports an
executive summary, and the reports should be concise, identifying clearly
their conclusions and recomendati ons and the issues that may require
attention and/or action by the Council. The Secretariat shoul d consolidate
these issues in a single document for consideration and action.

69. Provi si on shoul d be nade for the integration and coordi nation of
hurmani tari an and energency assistance activities with medium and | ong-term
rehabilitation and devel opnent efforts and progranmes.

V.  FUNCTI ONAL AND REG ONAL COMM SSI ONS AND EXPERT GROUPS

A.  Functional conmm ssions and expert groups

70. The Council shall undertake, taking into account recent decisions
regardi ng the mandates, functions and conposition of the Conmm ssions on

Popul ati on and Devel opnment, Soci al Devel opnent and the Status of Wnen, as
wel | as the discussions during the special session of the General Assenbly in
1997 on the future role of the Conm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnment,
including its relationship with the United Nations Environnment Programre, a
revi ew of the mandates, conposition, functions and working methods of its
functional comm ssions and expert groups and bodi es, ensuring nore effective
and coordi nated di scussions and outcones of their work. |In the case of
functional comm ssions with the primary responsibility for the foll owup and
review of the inplenmentation of a mgjor conference, The Council shall ensure
the coordination of their nulti-year progranmes, in accordance with the agreed
concl usi ons adopted by the Council at its substantive session of 1995 on the
coordi nated followup of the results of major international conferences. Such
a review shoul d be conpleted by the fifty-second session of the Genera
Assenbl y.

71. The review should, as a matter of priority, consider the role, working
net hods and rel ati onship with other bodies of the Conmm ssion on Science and
Technol ogy for Devel opnent, the Commttee for Devel opment Pl anning, the
Committee on New and Renewabl e Sources of Energy and on Energy for Devel opnent
and the Conmittee on Natural Resources.

72. The functions of the Wrld Food Council shall be absorbed by the Food
and Agriculture Oganization of the United Nations and the Wrld Food
Programe, and consequently the Wrld Food Council is discontinued.
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73. The rol e and the working nethods of the Cormittee for Programme and
Coordi nati on shoul d be considered by the H gh-1evel Open-ended Worki ng G oup
on the Strengthening of the United Nations Systemw thin the context of
Ceneral Assenbly decision 47/454 of 23 Decenber 1992, with a view to finding
ways of inproving progranme coordi nation functions throughout the United
Nations system In this context, consideration should be given, inter alia,
to the roles and responsibilities of the Econonmic and Social Council and the
Committee for Programme and Coordination with respect to coordination

B. Regional comm ssions

74. The Council shall provide for the review of the regional comm ssions,
with a view to strengthening and enhancing their effectiveness as action- and
policy-oriented bodies in the econom c and devel opnent fields with better
response to the conditions and environnments unique to the specific regions;

i nproving their coordination with the entire United Nations system including
t he specialized agencies, the Bretton Wods institutions and the regional
devel opnent banks; strengthening their active participation relating to the

i npl enentation at the regional |level of the results of major United Nations
conferences; and shall encourage them also to undertake their own managenent
and functional assessnents towards these ends.

75. One of the nmajor purposes of the above reviews should be to inprove the
ef fecti veness and efficiency of these bodies by elimnating unnecessary
duplication or overlapping of work and by ensuring a better structural

rel ati onship anong these bodies and with the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council.

VI. GOVERNI NG BODI ES OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMVES AND FUNDS

76. Efforts should continue to be nmade to reduce the proliferation and

overl appi ng of formal and infornmal neetings of the sanme bodi es throughout the
year, to inprove the setting of agendas and to delineate the subjects for

all ocation for consideration at their annual and regul ar sessions; where
possi bl e, the overlapping of such neetings with other nmeetings should be
elimnated. In this context, the executive boards should, on a continuous
basi s, consider adjustnents to their agendas, reporting procedures and format,
as well as review ng the nunber and scheduling of neetings and sessions, with
a viewto continuing the rationalization of the working nethods of the boards.

77. Whi | e recogni zi ng that governing bodies in the context of their specific
nmandat es deal with policy issues that pertain to their own institutions, they
shoul d al so describe in their reports how the overall policy guidance and
coordi nation provided by the General Assenbly and the Econom c and Soci al
Counci| have been inplenented, as well as their specific recommendations for
further action.

78. The effective participation of observer nenber States and observer
States in the sessions of the executive boards should be facilitated. To this
end, the executive boards should review their arrangenents and worki ng net hods
and, where applicable, their rules of procedure. Docunentation of the
executive boards should be made accessible to all nenber States of the funds
and programes.
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VI'1. | NTER- AGENCY COORDI NATI ON
79. In the context of the discussions on an agenda for devel opnent, a cl ose
revi ew shall be made of the relationship of the Econom c and Soci al Counci
with the specialized agencies. The Council, in accordance with the Charter of

the United Nations, shall provide overall guidance and coordination, identify
poi nts of duplication with funds and programes, and nake recommendati ons, as
appropriate and necessary.

80. The Administrative Conmttee on Coordination shoul d have an enhanced
function for inter-agency coordination purposes for the United Nations system
and continue to meet for this purpose on a regular basis under the

chai rmanshi p of the Secretary-Ceneral, at the head-of-agency |level, to review
and advi se on coordination matters; it should continue to report to the
Council, and continue to make use of small task forces at the operationa
level s to devel op joint inter-agency programes, as appropriate.

81. The Administrative Commttee on Coordination should present the thenmatic
aspects of its report to the Council at its coordination segnent and the

remai ning parts at the general segnent; the nenbers of the Admi nistrative
Comittee on Coordination should engage in an active dialogue with the Counci
on ways to inprove inter-agency coordi nation

82. The periodic neetings of all concerned senior secretariat officials in
the economc and social sectors, under the authority of the Secretary-Ceneral,
shoul d continue to be used to inprove coordination and performance; the

out comes of these neetings should be presented on a regular basis to the
Econom ¢ and Soci al Council.

83. Wil e recogni zing the inportance and the necessity of adapting the
United Nations to newrealities and challenges, it is also inportant that
sufficient tinme be accorded to the inplenmentation of reforms undertaken in
order to provide necessary stability 1n the functioning of United Nations
organs and bodi es, hence allow ng for the building of experiences for any
future reforns.

VII1. RELATI ONSH P BETWEEN THE UNI TED NATI ONS AND | NTERNATI ONAL FI NANCE
AND TRADE | NSTI TUTI ONS

84. The issues relating to the strengthening of the relationship between the
United Nations and the Bretton Wods institutions, and possibly also the Wrld
Trade Organi zation, shall be particularly considered in the context of the

del i berations on an agenda for devel opnent, as foreseen in resolution 47/181
of 22 Decenber 1992.

85. In general, there should be greater interaction and cooperation between
the Bretton Wods institutions and other parts of the United Nations system
and between their secretariats; a first practical step could be to request the
Bretton Wods institutions to furnish special reports and studies to the
Econom ¢ and Social Council and the General Assenbly on issues falling within
their conpetence, in accordance with article V of the Agreenent between the
United Nations and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Devel oprent.

86. There is a need for an early exploratory review to be prepared jointly
by the United Nations and the Bretton Wods institutions to assess mechani sns,
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programes and rel ationships at the field, headquarters and intergovernnental
levels, with a viewto identifying areas in which conmuni cati on, cooperation
and coordi nation could be inproved. The review should produce a report and
recomendati ons on how the respective institutions can inprove their own
efforts and effectively conpl enment one another's efforts, particularly in the
context of the priorities established by their respective nenber States, in
relation to the inplementation of the results of United Nations conferences,
the collection and di ssenm nation of data anal yses and reports, the use of
existing resources in the transition fromenergency relief to rehabilitation
and devel opnent, the provision of technical assistance operations in the
field, intergovernnental and secretariat consultations, and policy dial ogues.

87. The CGeneral Assenbly and the respective governing bodies of the Bretton
Woods institutions, based on the conclusions of the above review, should
consi der concrete areas and forns of collaboration in the field of

devel opnent-rel ated activities.

88. In order to inprove comuni cation and cooperation at the

i ntergovernnmental |evel between the Council and the international financia

and trade institutions, to facilitate an exchange of views with regard to

gl obal issues of high priority and rel evance and to consider how the Economic
and Social Council and the international financial and trade institutions
could nmutually support their respective efforts in pronoting and coordi nating
programe activities within their purviews relating to these issues, the
Counci| shoul d schedul e periodically a high-level special neeting at a tinme
proxi mate to the sem -annual neetings of the Bretton Wods institutions with a
view to benefiting, to the extent possible, fromhigh-level mnisteria
participation and the participation of heads of financial and trade
Institutions and other rel evant organi zations. A thene and agenda for this
Counci| neeting should be prepared collaboratively, sufficiently in advance to
permit preparation and consultations, and the financial and trade institutions
shoul d be invited, as and when appropriate, to prepare reports and studies to
enhance the discussions. |In order to secure an effective outcome of such
neetings, the Secretary-General is requested to consult the heads of the
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, in order to explore
possibilities and practical nodalities for such neetings and to informthe
Counci | thereon.

| X.  SECRETARI AT

89. The present structure and functioning of the Secretariat, including the
econom ¢ and social departnments and the question of establishing a post of
Deputy Secretary-General for International Cooperation and Devel opnent, shal
be considered in the High-1evel Open-ended Working Goup on the Strengthening
of the United Nations Systemand in the Open-ended Wrking Goup on an Agenda
for Devel opnment.

90. In the context of the High-level Open-ended Wrking Group on the
Strengt hening of the United Nations System uniform and nmaxi numternms of
service for heads of programmes and funds and ot her Econom ¢ and Soci a
Counci| and General Assenbly bodi es shoul d be considered. In connection with
the recruitment and appoi ntnment of staff, there is a need to inplenent the
provisions of Article 101 of the Charter of the United Nations and rel evant
General Assenbly resol utions.
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ANNEX 11

Agenda for the Second Committee

1. Report of the Econom c and Social Council.

2. Macr oeconom ¢ policy questions:

(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)
(e)
(H)

Trends in social and econom c devel opnent;
External debt crisis and devel opment;

Fi nanci ng of devel opnent, including net transfer of resources
bet ween devel opi ng and devel oped countries; 2/

Trade and devel opnent;
Commodi ti es;

Sci ence and technol ogy for devel opnent.

3. Sectoral policy questions:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

I ndustrial devel opment cooperation
Devel opnent of the energy resources of devel oping countri es;
Food and sustai nabl e agricul tural devel oprent;

Busi ness and devel opnent .

4. Sust ai nabl e devel oprent and i nternational econoni c cooperation

(a)

| mpl enent ation and foll owup to maj or consensus agreenents on
devel opnent :

(1) | mpl enent ati on of the conmtnents and policies agreed upon
in the Declaration on International Econom c Cooperation, in
particular the Revitalization of the Economic G owh and
Devel opnent of the Devel opi ng Countries;

(ii) Inplementation of the International Devel opnent Strategy for
the Fourth United Nations Devel opnent Decade;

Agenda for devel opnent:

Renewal of the dial ogue on strengthening international cooperation
for devel opnent through partnership;

| mpl enent ati on of the Programme of Action for the Least
Devel oped Countries for the 1990s;

2/

This itemw || be considered on an annual basis. The question of

the International Conference on the Financing of Devel opnent will be considered
under this itemat the fifty-second session of the General Assenbly.
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(d) Integration of the economes in transition into the world econony;

(e) Popul ati on and devel opnent;

(f) International mgration and devel opnent, including the convening
of a United Nations conference on international mgration and
devel opnent ;

(9) Human settl enments;

(h) Er adi cati on of poverty;

(L) Wbrren i n devel opnent;

(L) Human resour ces devel opnent.

5. Envi ronnent and sust ai nabl e devel opnent:

(a) | mpl enent ati on of the decisions and reconmendati ons of the United
Nat i ons Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent;

(b) Desertification and drought, including inplenentation of the
I nternational Convention to Conmbat Desertification in Those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification,
particularly in Africa;

(c) | mpl enent ati on of the Convention on Biological Diversity;
(d) | mpl enent ati on of the outcone of the d obal Conference on the
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprent of Snall |sland Devel opi ng States;

(e) Protection of the global climte for present and future
gener ati ons of manki nd;

(f) I nternati onal Decade for Natural D saster Reduction.
6. Qperational activities for devel opnent:

(a) Triennial policy review of operational activities for devel opnent
of the United Nations system

(b) Econom ¢ and techni cal cooperation anong devel opi ng countri es.
7. Trai ni ng and research:
(a) United Nations Institute for Training and Research;

(b) United Nations University.

ANNEX 111

Agenda for the Third Conmittee




A RES/ 50/ 227
Page 17

1. The itenms allocated to the Third Conmttee for consideration during the
fifty-first session of the General Assenbly should be taken up in the
foll owi ng order:

Item 2. Soci al devel oprent, including questions relating to the
worl d social situation and to youth, ageing, disabled
persons and the famly.

Item 3. Crime prevention and crimnal justice.

Item 4. I nternational drug control.

[tem 5. Advancenent of wonen.

Item 6. | mpl enent ati on of the outcone of the Fourth World Conference
on Wnen.

Item 7. Report of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Refugees,
qguestions relating to refugees, returnees and displ aced
persons and humanitarian questions.

Item 8. Promotion and protection of the rights of children.

Item 9. Programme of activities of the International Decade of the
Wor I d' s I ndi genous Peopl e.

l[tem 10. El i mnation of racismand racial discrimnation.

ltem 11. Ri ght of peoples to self-determnation.

Item 12. Human rights questi ons:

(a) | mpl enent ati on of human rights instrunents;

(b) Human rights questions, including alternative
approaches for inproving the effective enjoynent of
human rights and fundanental freedons;

(c) Human rights situations and reports of special
rapporteurs and representatives;

(d) Conpr ehensi ve i npl ementation of and followup to the
Vi enna Decl aration and Progranme of Action;

(e) Report of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts.

ltem1. Report of the Econom c and Social Council.

2. Thi s arrangenment may be reviewed at the organi zati onal neeting of the

Third Comm ttee,

that time.

in particular in the light of the status of docunentation at



