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I. ISTRODOCTIOB 

1. 3ii i t s resolutica 1980/55 of 2k July 1980, the Econoodc and Social Council, 
inter a l i a , requested the Secz«ta3ry-(^eral, in co-operation v i t h the Itoited Rations 
H i ^ CGOBissioQ^r for Befugees, to consult with the Secretary-General of the 
Oarganizatioo of African Unity on appropriate vays aiul means of ccxivening an 
iatematiooal pledging conference for refugees in Africa and to submit a report to 
the General Assembly at i t s t h i r t y - f i f t h session on the progress of his 
consultatioQS. The report of the Secretary-G«ieral (A/35/6o6) was suteoitted to the 
Assembly accordingly. 

2. to 25 November 19^, the General Assembly adopted resolution 35/^2, entitled 
"]^temational Ccmference on Assistance to Refugees in Afri c a " , the operative 
pwrt of vhich reads as follows: 

"The G«aeral itosatebly. 

"1. Hotes with profound regret that the international community has not 
given sufficient attention to the plight of refugees in Af r i c a ; 

"2* Requests, consequently, the interaational conmvmity to contribute 
substantially to programmes designed to help those refugees; 

"3. Approves the report of the Secretary-General c a l l i n g for an 
internaticmal conference to mobilize assistance for refugees in A f t i c a , as well 
as the measures proposed for a cmcerted progranme of information and publicity 
by the relevant bodies of the United Nations system in support of the 
ccaiference; 

" k . Requests the Secretary-General, i n close co-operation with the 
Secretary-General of the Organization of African Itaity and the Ihiited Nations 
High Ckanmissioner for Refugees, to convene at Geneva on 9 and 10 A p r i l I98I 
at the ministerial l e v e l , an International Conference <m Assistance to 
Refugees in Af r i c a ; 

5. Further requests the Secretary-General i n the process of preparing 
for the Conference, and in close co-operation with the Secretary-General of 
the Organization of African Ifoity and the United Nations High Craimissioner 
for Itefugees, to assist the concerned African countries i n identifying 
p r i o r i t i e s and preparing necessary documents and programes for assistance to 
African refugees; 

"6. Authorizes the Secretary-General to meet the expenses for 
organization of the Conference under the regular budget of the Ifaited Nations; 

''7> Appeals to the international ccnmunity, a l l Member States, the 
specialized agencies, regional end intergovernmental organizations and 
ncm-governmental organizations to provide the utmost support for the Conference 
with a view to offering maximion financial and material assistance to refugees 
i n Africa; 

/ . . 
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'8. Further appeals t o the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o provide a l l 
necessary a s s i s t a n c e t o the c o u n t r i e s o f asylum t o enable them t o strengthen 
t h e i r c a p a c i t y t o provide the necessary f a c i l i t i e s and s e r v i c e s e s s e n t i a l t o 
the care and w e l l - b e i n g o f the refugees and t o a s s i s t the coiantries o f o r i g i n 
i n the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f genuine v o l u n t a r y returnees. 

"9. Urges the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community t o continue t o support the annual 
programmes o f the United Nations High Conmissioner f o r Refugees and of other 
United Nations agencies co-operating w i t h the High Commissioner on b e h a l f 
of refugees i n A f r i c a ; 

"10. Requests the High Commissioner, i n c l o s e co-operation w i t h the 
Secretary-General o f the O r g a n i z a t i o n o f the A f r i c a n U n i t y , t o keep under 
constant review the s i t u a t i o n o f refugees i n A f r i c a i n order t o ensvire maximum 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l a s s i s t a n c e on a g l o b a l b a s i s ; 

"11. Requests the Secretary-General t o re p o r t t o the General Assembly a t 
i t s t h i r t y s i x t h s e s sion and t o the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l at i t s f i r s t 
r e g i i l a r session of 198I on the implementation o f the present r e s o l u t i o n . " 

3. The o b j e c t i v e s o f the Conference, as s t a t e d i n the Secreteury-General's r e p o r t 
and approved by the General Assembly, were as f o l l o w s : 

(a) To focus p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n on the p l i g h t o f refugees i n A f r i c a ; 

(b) To m o b i l i z e a d d i t i o n a l resources f o r refugee programmes i n A f r i c a ; 

(c ) To a s s i s t c o u n t r i e s o f asylum a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t e d by the l a r g e - s c a l e 
presence o f refugees t o o b t a i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l assisteince f o r p r o j e c t s aimed a t 
strengt h e n i n g the a b i l i t y o f those c o u n t r i e s t o c a r r y the e x t r a burden pl a c e d on 
t h e i r s e r v i c e s and f a c i l i t i e s . 

I I . PREPARATORY WORK FOR THE CONFERENCE 

A. Programme o f in f o r m a t i o n and p u b l i c i t y 

k . One of the most important purposes o f the Conference was t o inc r e a s e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l awareness o f the p l i g h t and needs o f refugees i n A f r i c a . Towards t h i s 
purpose a concerted progranme o f in f o r m a t i o n and p u b l i c i t y was \mdertaken by the 
r e l e v a n t bodies o f the U n i t e d Nations system i n support o f the Conference. While 
the p u b l i c i n f o r m a t i o n s e r v i c e s o f UNHCR took the l e a d i n p u b l i c i z i n g the cause o f 
A f r i c a n refugees, the e n t i r e United Nations system was i n v i t e d t o c o n t r i b u t e t o 
the COTjmon e f f o r t . Since the aim was a l s o t o m o b i l i z e e f f e c t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
coverage, i t was necessary t o vindertake p u b l i c i n f o r m a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s i n donor 
c o u n t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y where the cause had been l e s s p u b l i c i z e d . 

5. The in f o r m a t i o n u n i t o f the Conference together w i t h the p u b l i c i n f o r m a t i o n 
s e c t i o n o f UNHCR and those o f the United Nations system, were a b l e t o generate a 
ccmsiderable amount o f m a t e r i a l , thus making i t p o s s i b l e t o reach the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
news media both e f f e c t i v e l y and s u c c e s s f u l l y . 
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6. In a d d i t i o n t o p r i n t e d m a t e r i a l s , i n c l u d i n g a press k i t , e f f e c t i v e use was 
made o f v i s u a l a i d s , such as s p e c i a l photo e x h i b i t s , p o s t e r s and f i l m s . 

7. As par t o f the concerted e f f o r t t o place the Conference on the t e l e v i s i o n 
screens and f r o n t pages o f major i n t e r n a t i o n a l newspapers, two i t i n e r a n t s m i n a r s 
f o r j o u r n a l i s t s were organized. Each seminar took over 15 j o u r n a l i s t s t o areas i n 
A f r i c a where refugee s i t u a t i o n s had reached c r u c i a l p r o p o r t i o n s . 

8. A s p e c i a l e f f o r t was made t o reach the gene r a l p u b l i c through enhemced c o n t a c t s 
w i t h the community o f non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s . At Geneva t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
C o u n c i l o f Vo l u n t a r y Agencies (ICVA) co-ordinated support among such o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
f o r the Conference. A s p e c i a l brochure d e s c r i b i n g i n d e t a i l the a c t i v i t i e s o f 
vo l v i n t a r y agencies on b e h a l f o f A f r i c a n refugees, e n t i t l e d "'Assistance t o A f r i c a n 
Refugees by Vo l u n t a r y O r g a n i z a t i o n s " , was produced by ICVA w i t h a subsidy from 
UWHCR. 

9. The Conference i t s e l f witnessed the c u l m i n a t i o n of the i n f o r m a t i o n e f f o r t ; 
t h e combined p u b l i c i n f o r m a t i o n r e s o i i r c e s o f the U n i t e d Nations O f f i c e a t Geneva 
and UNHCR were put at the d i s p o s a l of the Conference. This i n c l u d e d g e n e r a l 
b r i e f i n g o f j o u r n a l i s t s , press conferences, d i s t r i b u t i o n of m a t e r i a l s on the 
Conference and p r o v i s i o n of s e r v i c e s f o r the l a r g e n\«nber of i n t e r n a t i o n a l media 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s present d u r i n g the Conference. The i n f o r m a t i o n campaign proved a 
v i t a l component of the o v e r - a l l e f f o r t and succeeded i n f o c u s i n g w o r l d a t t e n t i o n 
on t h e p l i g h t of A f r i c a n refugees. 

B. M o b i l i z a t i o n o f a s s i s t a n c e 

10. In response t o General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 35/^2, UNHCR a s s i s t e d the A f r i c a n 
c o u n t r i e s concerned i n pre p a r i n g necesssury docvmients and programmes f o r assis t s i n c e 
t o refugees i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c o u n t r i e s . A document e n t i t l e d "The Refugee 
S i t u a t i o n i n A f r i c a : A s s i s t a n c e Measures Proposed", c o n t a i n i n g a l l proposals 
made by Governments f o r a d d i t i o n a l humanitarian and i n f r a s t r u c t u r e a s s i s t a n c e , was 
assembled by the Conference s e c r e t a r i a t and served as the p r i n c i p a l document f o r 
the Conference. These proposals c a l l e d f o r a s s i s t a n c e t o t a l l i n g $893,126,792.00. 

11. As par t of the gene r a l e f f o r t of m o b i l i z i n g support f o r t h e Conference, 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , OAU and UNHCR h e l d severed. J o i n t meetings 
w i t h r e g i o n a l groups at Geneva. Meetings were a l s o o r g a n i z e d w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
o f the Un i t e d Nations system and of non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s . In a d d i t i o n , 
j o i n t m i s s i o n s were sent t o v a r i o u s donor c o u n t r i e s i n the Far E a s t , the Middle 
E a s t , E a s t e r n Europe, Af-^ica and North and South America. 

I I I . PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE 

12. In accordance w i t h c r i t e r i a approved by the General Assembly, i n v i t a t i o n s t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n the Conference were extended t o 131 S t a t e s . 
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13. The Conference met at the Palais d( 
The following 99 States participated in 

Algeria 
Angola 
Argentina 
Australia 
Austria 
Bangladesh 
Belgium 
Botswana 
Braz i l 
Burundi 
Canada 
Central African Republic 
Chile 
China 
Colanbia 
Congo 
Cuba 
Cyprus 
Denmark 
Djibouti 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
Ethiopia 
Finland 
France 
Gabon 
Gambia 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Ghana 
Greece 
Holy See 
Iceland 
India 
Indonesia 
Iran 
Iraq 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Ivory Coast 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Jordan 
Kuwait 
Lebanon 
Lesotho 
Liberia 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
Luxembourg 

Nations at Genera o a 9 and 10 A p r i l 1981. 
le Conference: 

f Madagascar 
Malawi 
Malaysia 
Mali 
Mexico 
Morocco 
Mozambique 
Netherlands 
New Zeeiland 
Nicaragua 
Nigeria 
Norway 
Oman 
Pakistan 
Peru 
Philippines 
Portugal 
Qatar 
Republic of Korea 
Rwanda 
Saudi Arabia 
Senegal 
Sierra Leone 
Singapore 
Somalia 
Spain 
Sudan 
Swaziland 
Sweden 
Switzerleuad 
Syrian Arab Republic 
Thailand 
Togo 
Trinidad and Tobago 
T i m i s i a 
Turkey 
Uganda 
United Arab Emirates 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland 
United Republic of Cameroon 
United Republic of Tanzania 
United States of America 
Upper Volta 
Venezuela 
Viet Nam 
Yugoslavia 
Zaire 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 

/ . . . 
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In addition, over 120 governmental and non-governmenteuL organizations attended 
the Conference as observers. 

A. Opening statements 

1. Statement by the Secretary-General 

lU. Opening the Coiference on 9 A p r i l , the Secretary-General said that the number 
of refugees i n that coatinent had been growing alarmingly and their suffering 
had increased correspondingly. 

15. In 1970, there were about 750,000 refugees in Africa, i n 1980 there were around 
5,000,000. Kiat was a staggering increase and most of i t had taken place in the 
past two years. Africans now accounted for more than half of the t o t a l world 
refugee population, the Secretary-General said. 

16. to Africa- as elsei^ere, the Secretary-General stated, refugees were for the 
most part innocent victims of circvmistances beyond their control. VJhatever the 
reason that caused thoa to flee - whether persecution, social upheaval, war or 
famine - human ccxnpassion dananded that they be given a l l possible help. The c a l l 
for that help became even more compelling, given the fact that African Governments 
had consistently opened th e i r doors and offered hospitality to those seeking 
asylum. 

17. The Secretary-General said that the situation i n Africa commanded special 
sympathy because four out of the five m illion refiigees were being sheltered in 
l 8 African countries, the majority of which were among the least developed in the 
world. The resources of those countries could barely sustain their own populations. 
It was, therefore, not d i f f i c v i l t to imagine the social and econauic impact caused 
by the a r r i v a l of tens or even hundreds of thousands of uprooted people in a state 
of t o t a l destitution. 

18. International programmes presently directed to solving their emergency needs 
covered only the t i p of the iceberg, the Secretary-General said. The pressures 
created by the influx were f e l t throughout the economy: in employment, housing, 
transportation and in basic health and education services. That less publicized 
but much larger part of the refugee burden was quite disproportionate to the 
resources available to the co\intries of asylum. 

19. The African refugee problem must be viewed in i t s t o t a l i t y , he said. The 
f i r s t p r i o r i t y must be to meet the immediate life-sustaining needs of refugees. 
But beyond the immediate needs of food, medicine and shelter was the essential 
requirement of providing adequate l i v i n g conditions for those large numbers of 
people. In addition, resettlement programmes for refugees or returnees mus* be 
f u l l y supported, otherwise, the refugee problem would be merely perpetuated. 
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2. Statement by the Chairman o f the O r g a n i z a t i o n 
o f A f r i c a n U n i t y 

20. Mr. S i a k a Stevens, P r e s i d e n t o f S i e r r a Leone and Chairman o f OAU, s a i d t h a t 
t h e Conference woiiLd go down as the moment i n h i s t o r y when the world commiinity 
unanimously decided t o focus f u l l a t t e n t i o n on the p l i g h t o f A f r i c a n refugees. 

21. One o f the r o o t causes o f the refvigee problem, he s a i d , was the p e r s i s t e n c e 
o f r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and subjugation i n South A f r i c a and Namibia; another was 
i n t r a - A f r i c a i i c o n f l i c t s . S i x t y per cent o f the A f r i c a n refugees were women and 
c h i l d r e n and the aged. P r e s i d e n t Stevens s a i d . 

22. The s i g h t o f the hungry, t h i r s t y and s i c k s c a t t e r e d i n camps a l l over A f r i c a 
was indeed enough t o convince one t h a t the problem o f refugees had now reached 
such c r i s i s p r o p o r t i o n s t h a t urgent and adequate a s s i s t a n c e o f the e n t i r e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community was needed t o supplement the a l r e a d y extremely generous 
s a c r i f i c e s b e i n g made by the A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s a f f e c t e d . 

23. I n i t i a t i v e s f o r s o l v i n g the problem must be A f r i c a j i i n s p i r e d , the Chairman 
s t a t e d . But the economic and t r a d e r e a l i t i e s o f the present time impaired the 
a b i l i t y o f many A f r i c a n c o i i n t r i e s t o meet t h e i r t o t a l food needs. In those 
circumstances, the convening o f the Conference was t i m e l y and necessary. 

2h. Measures and programmes f o r refxigees, i n h i s view, should take cognizance 
o f two important f a c t o r s , namely, the hardships s u f f e r e d by the refugees themselves 
and the biurden imposed on the host c o i m t r i e s by the presence o f a refugee 
p o p u l a t i o n . 

25. The a s s i s t a n c e o f the w o r l d community should aim i n i t i a l l y at meeting the 
b a s i c needs o f refiigees as a means o f o f f s e t t i n g the undue hardships s u f f e r e d by 
them. Secondly, i t should aim at h e l p i n g them t o h e l p themselves, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n cases where r e p a t r i a t i o n c o u l d no l o n g e r be envisaged. Refugees should not be 
a s s i s t e d i n ways which would c r e a t e c o n d i t i o n s o f ovgrdependence, he s a i d . R a t h er, 
they s h o u l d be guided and enabled t o become s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g as q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e . 

3. Statement fay the P r e s i d e n t o f the General Assembly 

26. In h i s statement the P r e s i d e n t o f the General Assembly, Mr. Riidiger von Wechmar, 
s a i d t h a t h i s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the Conference was meant t o emphasize the paramount 
i n t e r e s t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community was t a k i n g i n the p l i g h t o f m i l l i o n s o f 
refugees i n A f r i c a , a r e g i o n o f the w o r l d t h a t by numerous circumstances was 
s u f f e r i n g more h e a v i l y from n a t u r a l and human-caused a f f l i c t i o n s than o t h e r areas 
o f the p l a n e t . Droughts, famine and scourges o f mankind continued t o h o l d sway 
over the people of A f r i c a , he s t a t e d . 

2T. He s a i d t h a t the i n t e r n a t i o n a l craBmtmity had so f a r responded t o those 
t r a g e d i e s by i n c r e a s i n g r e l i e f a c t i o n p r o v i d i n g a s s i s t a n c e t o people i n d i r e need 
and t o S t a t e s t h a t r e c e i v e d refugees. 

/... 
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28. But those e f f o r t s were not enough, he s a i d ; the need by f a r exceeded a v a i l a b l e 
means. I t was the t a s k of t h e Conference t o make the desperate c a l l o f i t s 
A f r i c a n b r o t h e r s heard throughout the world. 

h . Statement by the United Nations High Commissioner f o r Refugees 

29. I n h i s statement the U n i t e d Nations High Commissioner f o r Ref\igees, 
14r. P o u l H a r t l i n g , s a i d t h a t A f r i c a had indeed more ref\igees than any other 
c o n t i n e n t and t h a t A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s had granted them refuge and shared t h e i r 
resources w i t h them. 

30. The number o f refugees had grown immensely, and so had t h e i r needs. There 
seemed t o be no r e s p i t e . The problem, i n many a s p e c t s , had grown more complex, 
he s a i d , because the refugees had i n most cases sought asylum i n c o u n t r i e s where 
development problems were the most p r e s s i n g . 

31. T r a d i t i o n a l A f r i c a n h o s p i t a l i t y was being s t r a i n e d t o the extreme as l a r g e 
numbers o f refugees drew on l i m i t e d r e s o u r c e s . The e f f o r t s o f the A f r i c a n c o u n t r i c 
must evoke a vigorous response from the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, and the Conference 
o f f e r e d a unique o p p o r t u n i t y t o b i n d e f f o r t s t o g e t h e r , the High Commissioner s a i d . 

32. The s i t u a t i o n , although c r i t i c a l , was by no means hopeless. Indeed, 
throughout 20 years o f c l o s e c o - o p e r a t i o n between A f r i c a n Governments and UNHCR, 
l a r g e nijmbers o f ref\igees had found a s o l u t i o n t o t h e i r p l i g h t a f t e r an i n i t i a l 
p e r i o d o f a s s i s t a n c e . 

33. Over one and a h a l f m i l l i o n had r e t u r n e d o f t h e i r own f r e e w i l l t o t h e i r home 
c o \ i n t r i e s . They ceased t o be refvigees ajid were now f r e e c i t i z e n s and l e a d e r s . 
When r e p a t r i a t i o n had proved i m p o s s i b l e , durable s o l u t i o n s i n the form o f l o c a l 
i n t e g r a t i o n had been pursued, he s a i d . 

3^. The many a c t i v i t i e s launched over the years must be pursued and a m p l i f i e d , 
the High Commissioner s a i d . L a r g e - s c a l e r e l i e f o p e r a t i o n s were necessary and 
i m p e r a t i v e . But r e l i e f was not a d i g n i f i e d s o l u t i o n f o r a r e f u g e e , whose 
i n d i v i d u a l a s p i r a t i o n went f a r beyond t h a t s i t u a t i o n o f dependence. The b a s i c 
o b j e c t i v e was the s a t i s f a c t o i y i n t e g r a t i o n o f the refugee. 

35. The High Commissioner c a l l e d on a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the Conference t o J o i n 
f o r c e s t o focus w o r l d a t t e n t i o n and t o m o b i l i z e r e s o u r c e s . The t e r a s o f the 
p l e a s addressed t o the w o r l d were s t r o n g i n t h e i r s i m p l i c i t y : g i v e the refvigees 
a new l i f e and a new d i g n i t y and g i v e the c o u n t r i e s o f a s y l t m , i n support and 
acknowledgement o f t h e i r e f f o r t s , t he resources commensurate w i t h the c o n s i d e r a b l e 
burden they had t o bear. 

B. Election of the President 

36. At i t s f i r s t meeting, on 9 A p r i l I98I, following a proposal \^ the Foreign 
Minister of Sierra Leone, supported by the Minister of Internal. Affairs of the 

/ . . . 
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Sudan, the Conference elected by acclamation Mr. Kurt Waldheim, Secretary-General 
of the United Nations, as i t s President. It was also decided that i n the 
performance of his duties the President wotad be assisted by the Secretary-General 
of OAU smd the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 

C. Organization of work 

37. At the same meeting, the Conference decided upon the organization of work 
and, inter a l i a , agreed that the formal conclusion of the Conference would be the 
svmmiing up of the President and that therefore no resolutions or motions would be 
considered i n order. 

D. General debate 

38. In the course of the debate the representatives of the following States took 
the floor: Netherlands, Nigeria, United States of America, Egypt, Denmark, 
Federal Republic of Germany, Belgium, Zaire, S w i t z e r l a n d , CMada, United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, France, Finland, Singapore, Swaziland, 
Indonesia, Ethiopia, Sweden, China, Japan, Lesotho, Norway, Bxirundi, United 
Republic of Cameroon, Spain, Ghana, Australia, Zambia, Italy, Morocco, Pakistan, 
Algeria, Thailand, Turkey, Somalia, Iran, Oman, Uganda, Tunisia, United Arab 
Einirates, Sudan, Saudi Arabia, United Republic of Tanzania, Malaysia, Republic of 
Korea, New Zealand, Argentina, Ytigoslavia, Bangladesh, B r a z i l , India, Mozambique, 
Angola, Senegal and Viet Nam. 

39. During the course of their statements, several Governments announced financial 
contributions to t a l l i n g $560 million towards alleviating the sufferings of the 
refugees i n Africa. The Chairman of the African Group, Mr. 0. Birido of the Sudan, 
made a statement opposing the extension of the invitation to Israel to participate 
i n the Conference. Details of contributions pledged at the Conference sure 
contained i n annex I. The Chairman of the African Group made a further statement 
on behalf of the African States (annex II) in connexion with the mobilization of 
assistance for refugees. 

IV. CONCLUSIONS OF THE CONFERENCE 

Uo. At the end of the debate, the President made the following statement 
summarizing the conclusions of the Conference: 

"1. We have heard the last speaker emd are now about to conclude our 
Conference. At this time I sho\ild l i k e to sum up and evalviate the results 
of our work. 

•'2. In doing so l e t me r e c a l l that our three basic purposes were to focus 
attention on the plight of refugees i n Africa, to mobilize additional 
resources for their help and to assist the countries of asylum in bearing 
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the tremendous bvirden imposed on them by the massive flood of refugees. I 
am happy to say that we have made major strides on a l l three fx^mts. ISiere 
can be no doubt that we have significantly raised the threshold of world 
consciousness about the magnitude of the refugee problem i n Afric a . The 
world now clearly recognizes that one half of the entire world refugee 
popiiLation i s to be found on the African continent, that 5 m i l l i o n hOMless 
persons are l i v i n g i n conditions of destitution and that a small ntmber of 
host countries, who are themselves economically disadvantaged, are bearing 
the greatest share of the biorden. Evidence of this may be found i n the fact 
that representatives of 99 Governments assembled here to concentrate on thia 
one great problem. We have also had excellent representation by nuneroua 
non-governmental organizations, intergovernmental orgeuiizations and of the 
world's information media. Both the extent and the l e v e l of participation 
have been most gratifying. In this regard, I wish again to esq^ess oy 
appreciation to His Excellency, the President of Sierra Leone and Read of OAU 
for Joining with us. I also extend my thcmks to the many noabers of 
Governments and other distinguished representatives \rho assasbled here from 
nearly a l l parts of the world to Join i n this important endeavour. 

"3. I am grateful that so meusy delegates have taken the floor i n a s p i r i t 
of co-operation and generosity. This leads me to our second accomplisfanwnt, 
vhich was the mobilization of additional resources to cover the immediate 
and short-term needs of the African refugees. 

"U. Over the past two days we have heard many welcome statements of s^q^port. 
As you w i l l have noticed, various types of contributions were pledged. It 
i s , therefore, not possible immediately to correlate the different fonui and 
terms of aid which were annoxmced precisely with the format presented i n the 
conference docment. A more thorovigh analysis and follow-up c l a r i f i c a t i o n s 
with some donors w i l l be required before a f i n a l report can be completed. 
Nevertheless, even now we can point with considerable satisfaction to the 
following accomplishments: 

"(a) Pledges annoiinced but not specified: $U51.9 million; 

"(b) Pledges announced to ongoing United Nations progranmes and to the 
Conference: $66.9 million; 

"(c) Indications of b i l a t e r a l assistance: $Ul.l m i l l i o n . 

"5. Turning to the non-govemmentsa organizations, I should l i k e to pay 
special tribute to their important work. With the massive expansion of the 
refugee problems i n Africa, their partnership with inSHCR, the specialieed 
agencies of the United Nations system and the OAU has reached new and 
iinprecedented dimensions. The presence of over 120 non-govenoteatal 
organizations at this Conference clearly draonstrates their deep eoi^ern. 
They have asked me to give t h i s i n ference m assurrace that t h i ^ w i l l 
continue to commit their meucimum resources i n terms of funte, s u ^ X i e f (yid 
personnel i n our common task of alleviating the plight of Al^ieaa refligeea. 

/... 
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"6. Looking at the t o t a l p i c t x i r e , I am happy t o r e p o r t t h a t , t a k i n g i n t o 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n a l l pledges, the Conference has r e a l i z e d approximately 
560 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n response t o the urgent needs o f A f r i c a . One may 
conclude, therefore;, t h a t the major immediate p r i o r i t y requirements w i l l be 
met and that a s o l i d base has been l a i d f o r the development o f the necessary 
support t o acconmiodate the longer-1;erm needs i n v o l v e d . 

"7. The Conference has a l s o ' p r o v i d e d an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community t o express i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n o f the approach t o the problem by the 
A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s o f asylum. This i s t r u e both w i t h regard t o t h e i r m a t e r i a l 
c o n t r i b u t i o n and t h e i r adherence t o the s p i r i t o f the Arusha recommendation 
t h a t the refugee problem i n A f r i c a should be s o l v e d w i t h i n A f r i c a . In t h i s 
connexion, many speakers havg.based t h e i r hope f o r the f u t u r e on the p o s i t i v e 
lessons o f the past. Indeed, the eniinent r o l e o f v o l u n t a r y r e p a t r i a t i o n as 
a durable s o l u t i o n t o the problem has re p e a t e d l y been u n d e r l i n e d . A l s o 
many statements have noted w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n A f r i c a ' s r e spect f o r the 
p r i n c i p l e o f the I969 OAU Convention t h a t the g r a n t i n g o f asylum i s a p e a c e f u l 
and hiimanitarian a c t . Adherence >to t h i s Convention and other conventions 
c o v e r i n g the s t a t u s o f refugees w i l l g r e a t l y h e l p t o promote the s e l f -
s u f f i c i e n c y o f refugees through v a r i o u s l o c a l i n t e g r a t i o n programmes. 

"8. I t i s a l s o s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t some o f the statements made i n v o l v e d 
importemt commitments toward seeking a fundamental s o l u t i o n o f the problem. 
We d i d not gather here t o d e a l w i t h the root causes, but they are very much 
on our mind. We are keenly aware o f the f a c t t h a t the refugee problem cannot 
be r e s o l v e d unless t h e p o l i t i c a l and economic reasons which created i t are 
e f f e c t i v e l y d e a l t w i t h . 

"9- This Conference has a l s o reconfirmed the c e n t r a l r o l e o f OAU and i t s 
member States i n p i i r s u i t o f b a s i c remedies t o the problem. There was welcome 
r e a f f i r m a t i o n o f support by t h e Conference o f the l e a d i n g r o l e o f the UNHCR, 
which, I am sure, w i l l g i v e the High Commissioner f o r Refxigees and h i s 
colleagues great encoviragement as they continue t h e i r important e f f o r t s t o 
a s s i s t the refugees. I n t h i s connexion, I wish t o express my a p p r e c i a t i o n 
t o the Secretary-General o f the OAU, and t o the High Commissioner f o r Refugees 
f o r t h e i r e f f e c t i v e c o - o p e r a t i o n i n the p r e p a r a t i o n and conduct o f t h i s 
Conference. 

"10. Many statements c o r r e c t l y recognized t h a t a l a r g e share o f the needs 
caused by the refugees a l s o f a l l w i t h i n t h e competence o f o t h e r U n i t e d 
Nations agencies. In some o f those areas there i s an urgent need, as 
recognized by the OAU Covmcil o f M i n i s t e r s , f o r data and s t u d i e s which w i l l 
h e l p t o d e f i n e p r i o r i t i e s . 

"11. D i s t i n g u i s h e d d e l e g a t e s , you have J u s t heard the Chairman o f the 
A f r i c a n Group read out an important statement, smnexed h e r e t o , c o n t a i n i n g 
c o n s t r u c t i v e p r o p o s a l s . These m e r i t c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n by a l l p a r t i e s 
concerned i n the humanitarian s p i r i t t h a t has pervaded t h e Conference. 

/ . . . 
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"12. I b e l i e v e I a l s o c o r r e c t l y r e f l e c t the consensus o f t h i s meeting i n 
express i n g the view t h a t a l l r e l e v a n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l agencies should g i v e 
higher p r i o r i t y t o the A f r i c a n refugee problem g i v i n g due weight t o the 
massive s i z e and expense i n v o l v e d . I t i s a f o r t u n a t e c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t next 
week a meeting o f a l l Heads o f Un i t e d Nations agencies w i l l be convened i n 
Geneva under my chairmanship, and I s h a l l not f a i l t o communicate t h i s 
c o n c l u s i o n t o them. 

"13. Given the enormity o f the problem, I am sure we would a l l agree t h a t 
d e s p i t e the progress r e g i s t e r e d a t t h i s Conference, our e f f o r t s are f a r from 
complete. The problem o f A f r i c a n refugees must be kept tinder a c t i v e and 
c o n t i n u i n g review. I have no doubt t h a t the forthcoming meetings, o f the 
Economic and S o c i a l C o i m c i l and the General Assembly w i l l g i v e the necessary 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o t h i s t o p i c . I n a d d i t i o n , OAU and UNHCR must continue t h e i r 
a c t i v e c o l l a b o r a t i o n i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h the donor c o u n t r i e s and other 
agencies and o r g a n i s a t i o n s both w i t h i n and o u t s i d e the U n i t e d Nations system. 
A l l these e f f o r t s can o n l y succeed, o f coiurse, i f t h e r e i s a continued 
readiness on the p a r t o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a i l community t o p r o v i d e t h e necessary 
resources. An important p a r t o f our ongoing t a s k , t h e r e f o r e , w i l l be t o 
continue t o m o b i l i z e p u b l i c o p i n i o n , b u i l d i n g on the s o l i d foundation o f 
awareness c r e a t e d by our present Conference. 

"ik. D i s t i n g u i s h e d d e l e g a t e s , l a d i e s and gentlemen. We came here t o answer 
a c r y f o r help from f i v e m i l l i o n desperate hman beings i n A f r i c a and from 
the c o u n t r i e s g i v i n g them asylum. With your generous support we can now 
answer t h a t appeal w i t h a promise o f commitment and o f a c t i o n . To the 
refugees we now say: 'The w o r l d i s eminently aware o f your p l i g h t . We stand 
ready t o h e l p . You w i l l not be abandoned'. 

"15. A l l o f us i n t h i s room can take deep s a t i s f a c t i o n i n having J o i n e d 
together t o send t h i s message o f hope." 

U l . As agreed by the Conference, t h e statement o f the P r e s i d e n t f o r m a l l y 
concluded the proceedings. 
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ANNEX I 

Total contributions annotinced at the Conference 
(in cash or in kind) a/ 

(in United States dollars) 

Algeria 300 000 
Argentina 500 000 
Australia . . 11 627 906 
Belgium 2 1»92 75U 
Canada I8 823 529 
China 1 QOQ OOO 

Cyprus 3 000 
Democratic Kampuchea 1 000 
Denmark 9 090 909 
Esypt 1 000 000 
Finland 2 962 963 
France ^ ^ 2 ^^'T^^ jjjj 
Germany, Federal Republic of 1̂2 857 IU3 
Ghana 50 QOO 
Iceland 3̂0 000 
India 10 000 
Indonesia 20 000 
I*»ly 17 000 000 

J*P*° 33 000 000 
Lesotho 2 597 
Luxembourg ! ! ! 17 390 
Malawi 5 592 
Malaysia 30 000 
Netherlands 9 698 276 

New Zealand I86 916 
Nigeria 3 000 000 

3 055 555 
Pakistan 1̂1̂  Ooo 
Philippines 10 000 
Republic of Korea 20 000 

Saudi Arabia , 30 000 000 
Sierra Leone 100 000 
Si^?aP°'e 10 000 l ^ l ^ 1 000 000 
Sweden , 5 1IQO 509 
Switzerland I l ^ ^ l [ [ [ [ [ ] 2 356 020 

a/ A l l contributions converted into United States dollars at the o f f i c i e a 
United Nations exchange rate for Ap r i l 19dl. 

/ . . . 
• 
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S y r i a n Arab Republic 10 000 
T h a i l a n d 10 000 
T r i n i d a d and Tobago 2 083 
T u n i s i a 15 000 
United Arab Qnirates 2 000 000 
United Kingdom of Great B r i t a i n and Northern I r e l a n d . . . . 13 863 636 

United Republic of Tanzania 12 500 
U n i t e d States o f America 283 hOO 000 
Upper V o l t a U 032 
Y u g o s l a v i a 78 125 
European Economic Community 68 000 000 

T o t a l 566 6U9 U72 

/ . . . 
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ANNEX I I 

Statement by the Chairman o f the A f r i c a n Group 
at the c l o s i n g meeting o f the Conference 

1. In your opening statement you d i d underscore an i d e a which should be the 
backbone o f our t h i n k i n g . You s t a t e d t h a t , and I quote: 

"We must view the A f r i c a n refugee problem i n i t s t o t a l i t y . Of course, 
t h e f i r s t p r i o r i t y must be t o meet the immediate l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g needs of 
refugees. But beyond the immediate needs o f food, medicine and s h e l t e r i s the 
e s s e n t i a l requirement o f p r o v i d i n g adequate l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s f o r these l a r g e 
numbers o f people. In a d d i t i o n , r esettlement programmes f o r refugees or 
returnees must be f u l l y supported; otherwise, t h e refugee problem w i l l be 
merely perpetuated." 

2. I f we t r y t o t r a n s l a t e t h i s i n t o a c t i o n , then I t h i n k t h a t , without p r e j u d i c e 
t o the competence o f UNHCR and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f the r e l e v a n t l e g i s l a t i v e 
bodies o f the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n had t o be gi v e n t o the 
f o l l o w i n g : 

(a) UNHCR, whose a c t i o n had been and i s s t i l l v e r y commendable, i s the body 
t h a t assumed primary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r refugee p r o t e c t i o n and a s s i s t a n c e . There 
i s a need f o r UNHCR t o mainta i n c l o s e l i a i s o n w i t h o t h e r U n i t e d Nations bodies and 
development-oriented o r g a n i z a t i o n s so t h a t medium- and long-term a s s i s t a n c e t o 
refugees i s not conceived on an ad hoc b a s i s , nor assumed s e p a r a t e l y from ongoing 
development programmes. 

(b) There i s subsequently a need f o r a l l U n i t e d Nations bodies t o embark 
on having d e f i n e d by t h e i r i n s t i t u t i o n a l organs the p o l i c i e s and programmes they 
sh o i i l d assume t o c o n t r i b u t e t o refugee a s s i s t a n c e i n the A f r i c a n c o u n t r i e s . 
C o - o r d i n a t i o n o f these p o l i c i e s and programmes i s an obvious e x e r c i s e which a l s o 
r e q u i r e s c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n . 

(c) We suggest t h a t t h e co-sponsors o f t h i s Conference make arrangements f o r 
an e q u i t a b l e and ap p r o p r i a t e a l l o c a t i o n o f xinearmarked funds c o n t r i b u t e d by the 
donors i n response t o t h i s Conference f o r a s s i s t a n c e t o refugees i n A f r i c a . 

3. During our meeting, i t has been r e p e a t e d l y s t a t e d and confirmed t h a t t h i s 
Conference i s not an end per se, because t h e urgent refugee s i t u a t i o n i n A f r i c a i s 
l i k e l y t o continue f o r some time t o come. We should t h e r e f o r e c o n s i d e r t h i s 
Ccnference as the i n i t i a l stage o f a long-term e x e r c i s e . As p a r t o f the f o l l o w - u p 
t o the Conference, f a c t - f i n d i n g m i s s i o n s , accurate d a t a c o l l e c t i o n and f e a s i b i l i t y 
s t u d i e s are e s s e n t i a l t o h e l p i n d e f i n i n g the p r i o r i t i e s and f o r m u l a t i n g p r o j e c t s 
whose impact on refugee s i t u a t i o n s c o u l d pave the way f o r more durable s o l u t i o n s . 
In a d d i t i o n , the impact o f these a c t i v i t i e s should be the su b j e c t o f continuous 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l review, i n c l u d i n g the p o s s i b i l i t y o f h o l d i n g f u r t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
conferences i n the f u t u r e . 
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U. Turning to the much-required efficiency of our assistance programnes, and 
l>ecause of the urgency, magnitude and complexity of the refugee situation in Africa, 
we think that a l l intemationeil r e l i e f organizations need to consider enhancing 
their capacities and hamionizing their a c t i v i t i e s so that the greatest and most 
positive impact i s brought to bear on the refugee situations. 

5. As to the protection of refugees, we feel that t h i s Conference should invite 
a l l States that had not done so to accede and adhere to the existing international 
covenants on refugees, namely the Geneva Convention of 19^9, the 1951 Convention 
on Refugees and the 1967 Protocol pertaining thereto. 

6. Final l y we need to consider ways and means of i n s t i l l i n g in our thinking the 
fact that i t i s better to prevent than to cure. Our action i n favour of the 
refugees i s a cvirative approach to the problem. The preventive approach would be not 
to allow this problem to become a permanent feat\ire of the African social situation. 
Asylum^seeking in Africa should, therefore, become the subject-matter of research 
work and studies intended to pave the way for at least checking the present trend, 
i f i t i s now impossible to reverse i t . 

I 


