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1. 'rhe Economic and Social Council considered the question of the transport of 
dangerous goods at its first regular session of 1981 under agenda items 1 and 15. 

2. For its consideration of the item, the Council had before it the report of 
the Secretary-General on the work of the Committee of Experts on the Transport of 
Dangerous Goods at its eleventh session (E/1981/35). 

3. At its 4th meeting, on 14 April 1981, the Council allocated the item to the 
First (Economic) Committee, which considered it at the 3rd and 4th meetings, on 
22 and 23 April 1981. For the report of the Committee on this item, see 
document E/1981/63. 

ACTION BY THE COUNCIL 

Publication of the revised recommendations of the Committee 
of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods 

4. In response to Council decision 1981/105 of 6 February 1981, the Council, 
at its 4th meeting, was informed of the status of publication by the Secretary­
General of the revised recommendations of the Committee of Experts on the Transport 
of Dangerous Goods, called for in Council resolution 1979/42 of 11 May 1979 
(see E/1981/SR.4). 

5. After hearing statements by the representatives of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America, the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, the Federal Republic of Germany and Canada, the Council 
decided to continue discussion of the matter during consideration of agenda item 15, 
"Transport of dangerous goods" (see E/1981/SR. 4). 

ACTION BY THE FIRST (ECONOMIC) COl1MITTEE 

Work of the Committee of Experts on the Transport 
of Dangerous Goods 

6. At its 4th meeting, the Committee adopted a draft resolution entitled "1-lork of 
the Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods", which was sponsored 
by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States 
of America, and submitted it to the Council. For action by the Council, see 
paragraph 9 below. 

Publication of the revised recommendations of the Committee of 
Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods 

1. At the same meeting, the Committee considered an oral proposal made by the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and :Northern Ireland on the publication of the 
revised recommendations of the Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous 
Goods. 1../ 

1/ For particulars of the proposal, see the report of the Committee on this 
item TE/1981/63). 
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8. Also at the same meeting, the Cornmi t tee ado~c"ted the proposal and subK~ tted 
it to the Council as a draft decision. For action by the Council, see 
paragraph 9 belo"r. 

ACTION BY THE COUTJCIL 

9. At its 13th meeting, on 4 May 1981, the Council adopted tr:e draft resolution 
and draft decision recommended by the Committee in its report (E/1981/63, para. 7). 
For the final texts, see the annex below, Council resolution l9t)l/3 and Cu1mcil 
decision 1981/lll. 

10. At the 14th meeting, on 6 Nay 1981, the Council considered the recommendations 
contained in paragraph 18 of the rerort of the Secretary-General on the work of -t.:-he 
Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods at its eleventh session 
(E/1981/ 35). 

Meetings of the Committee of Experts or: the Tran_§J?_ort of 
Dangerous Goods and its SL_lbsidiarv bodies 

ll. At the same meeting, on the proposal of the President, the c . .,.mcil approved 
the proposed revisions to the calendar of meetings for 1981 of the subsidiary 
bodies of the Committee of Experts on the Tram:rnrt of Dangerous Goods and decided 
to consider the calendar of meetings for 198~: or the Committee and its subsidiary 
bodies at its second regular session of 1981 in the context of its over-all 
consideration of the calendar of conferences and meetings for 1982 and 1983. 
See the annex belmr, Council decision 1981/129. 
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U79ilr2 o+· ll : r1y 1''. 

_Rec,~-~~ ·-~ the impor·::,ance of t·h,.:: "WC·r}~ Gf :·.he Cormni c. tee c ·;_-. E~\~~\er-t~ -:.1:1 th~ 

T.c;:LS~Jort Co <mr:.,;erous Goods on the :.C:J.rr::cr"izatio~l oC codes '-m< c':':f:'<J.,.' 'C;;b r~']at.i.r.''' 
to t~1e tra:;~~ .-·rt o:.C dangf:_~:>tls goods an.J ·~H1 t.he question o·f' &[:. in1: .. ern :yt·.SJ."\rlal 
conver,tion c the tnmsport of dc:.nw:rous goods, 

Noting sLe ;Jrogramme of work for the period 1981~1983 proposed by the C01fl~:tittee 
of !experts en the Transport of Dangerons Goods in pare,graph~; l;-)9 to ;;·; '2 of the 
re:r·ort on it~-· eleventh S<~s~;ion, I!_/ ar;c1 noting the report of tbe ~3Pc:cE::tary-GeDeral E../ 
bringing to the attention of the Cmmci l the report of the Corum~L ttee of Exp2rts, 

l. 1:'s}~f:s __ note vrith satisfaction of the 1::;rk of the Committee of i·~xperts on 
the Transpor:·. of Dangerous Goods; 

2. ':£.§':~es not~ of the recommendations contained in the report "; f tLc 
Committee of Experts on the Transpc)rt of Dangerous Goods on its eleventh session 
respecting the listing, classification, packaginp: and tT&nsnort of additional 
pro(:ucts, atld other matters amending it::; rec·:,nrrnc'ndations; 

3. '!'akes note with interest of the recommendation of the Committt::e of 
Experts to postpone at this time further consideration of the queTtion of a 
multimodal world-wide convention on the transport of dangerous gooclf3; 

4. pates with satisfaction the expression of appreciation of the Committee 
of Experts concerning the support it has received from the Economic Commission for 
Europe at Gc:r:eva durine: the past 19 years; 

a/ A co:npilation of the resol'-ltion~3 and decisions adopted by the Council in 
1981 ~ill be issued as Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1981, 
Supplements Nos. 1, lA and lB (E/1981/81 and Add.l and 2). -

~ ST/SG/ AC .10/5 and Add.l-6. 

<;;,/ E/1081/35. 
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5. Takes note of the Committee of Experts' desire for improved administrative 
and secretarial support for its activities; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General, in the light of the contents of the report 
of the Committee of Experts; 

(a) To incorporate in the revised recommendations prepared by the Committee 
of Experts £/ the amendments set forth in the reports of the Committee of Experts 
on its tenth and eleventh sessions, together with the consequential changes 
necessary to eliminate inconsistencies; 

(b) To publish the recommendations as soon as possible, without financial 
implications for the programme budget for 1980-1981, as decided by the General 
Assembly at its thirty-fourth session; 

(c) To circulate the recommendations as soon as possible to the Governments 
of Member States, the specialized agencies, the International Atomic Energy 
Agency and other international organizations concerned; 

(d) To work closely with the Committee of Experts and the Economic Commission 
for Europe in improving administrative and secretarial support, both for the 
Committee's meetings and the regular publication of its recommendations; 

7. Invites the Governments of Member States, the specialized agencies, the 
International Atomic Energy Agency and other international organizations concerned 
to transmit to the Secretary-General such comments as they may wish to make on the 
amended recommendations; 

8. Urges the Governments of Member States and international organizations 
concerned to take account of the recommendations of the Committee of Experts on 
the Transport of Dangerous Goods when developing both national and international 
codes and regulations. 

13th plenary meeting 
4 May 1981 

Decision 1981/111. Publication of the revised recommendations 
of the Committee of Experts on the 
Transport of Dangerous Goods 

. At its 13th meeting, on 4 May 1981, the Council decided to invite the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budget~J Questions urgently to examine 
the question of the earliest possible publication of the revised recommendations of 
the Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods, requested by the 
Council in its resolutions 1979/42 of 11 May 1979 and 1981/3 of 4 May 1981, bearing 
in mind the previous recommendations of the Advisory Committee e/ and the decision 
of the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session on resources and publishing 
the recommendations. 

d/ Transport of Dangerous Goods (United Nations publication, Sales No. 
E. 77. VIII.l). 

e/ See Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fourth Session, 
Suppl;ment No. 7A (A/34/7/Add.l-28), document A/34/7/Add.9, para. 9. 
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Tiecision 19e1/129. Meetings of the Committee of Experts on the 
Transport of Dangerous Goods and its 
subsidiary bodies 

At its 14th plenary meeting, on 6 May 1981, the Council decided: 

(a) That the Group of Rapporteurs of the Committee of Experts on the 
Transport of Dangerous Goods should meet for two weeks in August, instead of for 
one week in March and one week in August 1981, as previously scheduled, and that 
the Group of Experts on Explosives should meet in October, instead of August 1981; 

(b) To consider the calendar of meetings for 1982 of the Committee of Experts 
on the Transport of Dangerous Goods and its subsidiary bodies at the second regular 
session of 1981 in the context of its over-all consideration of the calendar of 
conferences and meetings for 1982 and 1983. 
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