the recommendations of the Advisory Committee on the
Application of Science and Technology to Development,
the Intergovernmental Group on Transfer of Technology
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel-
opment, the regional economic commissions and other
United Nations bodies concerned:

3. Emphasizes the necessity for such a conference,
which would be generally intended to survey methods of
future action, to be carefully structured and concerned
with only a few selected, weli-defined subjects and, in
this respect, emphasizes the importance of thorough
preparation;

4. Decides that the intergovernmental working group
shall report its findings to the Committee on Science and
Technology for Development at its third session, which
will submit its recommendations regarding the proposed
conference to the Economic and Sociai Council;

5. Reguests the Secretary-General to prepare and
submit to the intergovernmental working group at it
first session a report containing his views on the scope,
and an estimate of the costs, of such a conference.
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1898 (LVII). World programme of development research
and application of scicnce and technology to solve the
special problems of the arid areas

The Economic and Social Council,

Guided by General Assembly resolution 3168 (XX VIII)
of 17 December 1973, in which the Assembly requested
the Council to give priority, inier alia, 1o the strengtitening
of economic, scientific and technical co-operation among
States,

Bearing in mind Council resolution 1825 (LLV) of
10 August 1973, ia paragraph 6 of whick it noted the
need for new actions to intensify intcrnationa! co-
operation permitting all countries, and 1 particular
developing countries, to benefit itom the achievements
of modern science and technology for the acceleration of
their economic and social progress,

Considering that:

(a) There should be a precise identification, in the
areas covered by the World Plar of Action for the Appli-
cation of Science and Technology to Developnent,* of
the obstacles to development which could be overcome
by recourse to science and technology and the resuiting
formulation of a specific policy,

(b) It is necessary to bring these research. and action
targets to the attention of the Governments and scientific
teams of all countries, developed or developing, so that
they may voluntarily direct their efforts io these probiems
as part of their over-all policy,

3 See United Nations publication, Sules No. I' 71.11LA {5,

{¢) It i1s desirable that awareness in this matfer should
iead to crpanzed co-operaiion between the institutions
i the United Nations system, the other international or
regional nstitutions and the national bodies concerned,
and that it should help to create or strengthen an uton-
omous research and action potential in the developing
countrics, avoid duplication and promote the use ol the
exisling potential,

(d) The organized efforts in this connexion should
cover a set of problems of sufficiently limited scope for
them to remain specitic, but of sufficiently broad scope
for them to constitute a world-wide and iaterdisciplinary
experiment in the application of science to development,
cn the basis of which the Committee on Science and
Technolegy for Development could determine and
improve its subsequent practice,

fey A study of the arid areas might be a pilot project
that could constitute an initial sphere of action, in that,
first, it has the advantage of having been the subject of
detailed preparation in a programme of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organie-
ation at the research level, and in several programmes of
other agencies at the action level, and, secondly, the
advantags of dealing with areas which give rise to urgent
and sometimes tragic problems for a large nember of
developing countrivs,

1. Reguests the Secretairy-General to take the necessary
steps to convene an ad foc interagency task force on the
arid areas, comprising persons appointed by the com-
perent organizations 1t the United Naitions sysiem,
including the United Nations Endustrial Development
Organization, the United WNations Environment fro-
gramme. the United Nations Develepment Programme,
the United Nations Ed.wcational, Scientific and Cultura!
Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the Flnited Nations, the World Health Crganization, (he
Werld Meteorological Qrganiziation, and the regional
economic commissions, who would work within the
finuts oi" the existing resources of the organizations,
waould identify precisely the obstacles which have not
yet been overcome by science and technology, encountcred
by the developing countries, and the obstacies preventing
the application of available technology, including social,
economic, Institutional and other obstacles, and would
also prepare an inventory of current research énd devel-
opment actions and programmes, with a view to peeparing
a world programmme of development research and appli-
cition of science and techanlogy to sobve the special
problems of the arid areas;

L Requests the ad hoe interagency task force to keep
the Advivory Commiitee on the Application of Science
and Technology 1o Development informed of the resulis
of its work and to report thereon to the firsi session of
the intergovernmental working group to be set up In
1975 by the Committee on Science and Technology for
Development on the question of convening a United
Mations vonference on science and technology

oo Requests the Commidttee on Science and Tech

ology Tor Developmeni. at its third session o consider

“UNee Couactl resolutior, 1897 (LVIY



and further elaborate the world programme mentioned
in paragraph 1 above and to wransmut it 12 the Econoric
and Social Couneii for the purpose of its implementation.
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1829 (L.VIV). Mebilization of public upinion in relation to
the World Plan of Action tor the Appiication of Science
and Techrolegy 0 Deveiopment and the regional plans

The Econontic and Social Zounvil,

Recalling parzerapys 9 ond 10 ol its resolution (823
(LV) of 10 Augusi 1973 on the Werld Plan of Action
for the Application of Scicrce end Technology te Devel-
onmet,

Recognizing the nzed for Member States to have a
deep understanding of the role of science and technology
and 1ts impact on national development,

Aware of the urgeni need for mobilizing opinion on
the objectives and measurcs of the World Plan of Action
and the regicnal vlars in soiving the specific problems
of developing coun:ries,

Convinced that a favourable public opinicn at the
pational, regional and globa! levels will encourage
Governments to take the necessary steps to implement
the various parts of the World Plau of Action and the
vegional plans,

Aware of the limited resources of the United Nations
at the disposal of ti: Sevrciary-General,

Taking note of the progress report of the Secretary-
General,?

1. Urges Governmenis and the organizations con-
cerned within the United Nations system to effect with-
out delay a wide exposure of ihe World Plan of Action
for the Application of Science and Technology to Devel-
opment and the regicnal plans fo the technological
community of developed and developing countries by
conducting intensive cainpaigns through the use of
appropriate mass media and, inter alia, by way of meet-
ings or seminars on & national and regional basis;

2. Requests that the views and recommendations
rezulting from the meetings and seminars referred to in
paragraph | above be takei mte account in the process
of review and appraisal outlined in section I of its resol-
ution 1823 (LV);

3 Requests the Secretary-General to make available
to Governments of Member States the views and rec-
ommendations resulting from such seminars and meetings;

4. Further requests the Secretary-General to report
on the progress achieved and the chortfalls, it any,
encountered in the process of the implerentation of the
preseat resolution to the Committee on Science and
Technology for Pevelopment at its third session.
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1900 (LVII). Tmplementation of the World Plan of Action
for the Application of Science and Technology to
Development

The Econowic and Secial Council,

Reealling General Assembly resolutions 1944 (XVIL)
of 11 December 1963 and 2318 (XXII} of 15 December
1967 and, in pariculai, the relevant provisions of
Geners] Assembly resoiutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202
(S-Vi) of i May 1974 concerning the Declaration and
the Programme f Action on the Establishment of a
New International Economic Crder, and Council resol-
utions 1155 (XLI of 5 August 1966. 1638 (LI} of 30 July
1971 and 1717 (LD of 28 July 1972,

Reafiirming Conncil resolution 1823 (LV) of 10 August
1973,

Noting the progress report of the Secretary-General
on the World Pian of Action for the Application of
Science and Technology to Development and the re-
gional plans,”

Noiing with terest and appreciation the regional
olans of action for the application of science and tech-
nology to development prepared by the Econoinic
Commission for Africa,®® the Economic Commission
‘or Asia and the Far East,*® the Economic Commission
for Latin America 2? and the Economic Commission for
Western Asia,??

Recognizing the urgent need to build up an indigenous
and autonomous science and technology capacity in the
developing countries,

Considering that the World Plan of Action and the
regiona: plans should be kept under continuous review,

Convinced that the research activities on problems of
developing countries, described in the World Plan of
Action for the Application of Science and Technology to
Development 3 as well as those in national and regional
plans, shouid be actively and vigorously pursued,

|. Reiterates the importance of the World Plan of
Action for the Application of Science and Technology
to Development as a valuable set of guidelines and broad
programmes suggested to Governments subject to their
own individual priorities established in their national
development plans;

2. Urges Governments and the regional economic
commissions to continue giving full attention to the
World Plan of Action and the regional plans as aids to
the selection and preparation, by decision-makers and
the scientific and technological community, of specific
projects relevant to the needs of their countries;

% Ibid.

7 United Nations publication, Saies No. E.73.1LK.3.

¢ E/CN.11/1071.

9 E/CN.12/966.

" ESOB/HR/73/4/Rev.1.

31 See U'nited Naticns publication, Sales No. E.71.ILA.18.
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