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Strategies and actions for the eradication of poverty

The Commission for Social Development ,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 50/161 of 22 December 1995 on the
implementation of the outcome of the World Summit for Social Development,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 49/110 of 19 December 1994 and
other relevant resolutions of the Assembly related to international cooperation
for the eradication of poverty in developing countries as well as Assembly
resolution 50/107 of 20 December 1995 on the observance of the International
Year for the Eradication of Poverty and proclamation of the first United Nations
Decade for the Eradication of Poverty,

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 1995/60 of
28 July 1995 and Council decision 1995/324 of 12 December 1995, both related to
the special session of the Commission for Social Development in 1996,

Recognizing that broad-based and sustained economic growth in the context
of sustainable development is necessary to sustain social development and social
justice, particularly as regards efforts to eradicate poverty,

Alt. 1: Recognizing also that poverty is a global problem affecting all
countries, in particular developing countries, and that the complexity
of poverty requires the implementation and integration of policies and
strategies as well as a wide range of measures and actions at the
local, national, regional and international levels,
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Alt. 2: Recognizing also that poverty is a global problem affecting all
countries and that the multidimensional nature of poverty requires a
comprehensive and integrated approach to poverty eradication (in the
national and international domains),

Recalling that (, while) the main responsibility for the formulation and
implementation of the strategies, policies, programmes and actions required to
(combat/eradicate) poverty rests primarily at the national level (, there is
also an urgent need for stronger international cooperation and the support of
international institutions to assist countries in their efforts to eradicate
poverty and to provide basic social protection and services) (, they cannot be
successfully achieved without the collective commitment and efforts of the
international community),

Reaffirming that the role of the State and the commitment of Governments
are of fundamental importance in combating poverty and in improving living
conditions, and that Governments should focus their efforts and policies on
addressing the root causes of poverty and providing for the basic needs of all,

Recognizing that over one billion people in the world today live under
unacceptable conditions of poverty, mostly in developing countries, and
particularly in rural areas of low-income Asia and the Pacific, Africa, Latin
America and the Caribbean, and the least developed countries, (and recognizing
also that people living in absolute poverty, particularly women, are on the
increase,) resulting in limited access, inter alia , to income, resources,
education, health care, nutrition, shelter, sanitation and safe water (, and
that in all developing countries, particularly in Africa and in the least
developed countries, the same trends are observed in other regions),

Alt. 1: Recognizing also that mainstreaming a gender perspective into all
policies and programmes aimed at combating poverty and that
empowerment of women will be critical factors in the eradication of
poverty, since women constitute the majority of people living in
poverty,

Alt. 2: Recognizing also that mainstreaming a gender perspective into all
policies and programmes aimed at eradicating poverty and that
empowerment of women, who constitute the majority of people living in
poverty, is crucial in the eradication of poverty,

Recognizing further that the eradication of illiteracy, the
universalization of basic education and the access to education for all are
essential in the eradication of poverty,

Alt. 1: Reaffirming that the strengthening of the family is essential to
the eradication of poverty,

Alt. 2: Recognizing further that the (economic and political) empowerment
of families and their individual members is an indispensable strategy
in combating poverty,
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Recognizing further that the media have an important role to play in
promoting awareness of the complex issues surrounding poverty,

Stressing the necessity for promoting and implementing policies and
strategies to create a supportive external economic environment, through,
inter alia , cooperation in the formulation and implementation of macroeconomic
policies, trade liberalization, mobilization and/or provision of new and
additional financial resources that are both adequate and predictable and
mobilized in such a way as to maximize the availability of such resources for
sustainable development, using all available funding sources and mechanisms,
enhanced financial stability and ensuring of increased access of developing
countries to global markets, productive investment and technologies, and
appropriate knowledge,

Considering that the international community at the highest political level
has already reached a consensus and committed itself to the eradication of
poverty in the major United Nations conferences and summits organized since
1990,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 1 / on strategies
and actions for the eradication of poverty: policy and programme considerations
in the formulation of integrated strategies for poverty eradication, meeting the
basic human needs of all and promotion of self-reliance and community-based
initiatives,

Noting the discussions that took place on this issue during the panel
discussions and the discussion with representatives of inter-agency task forces
on the follow-up to international conferences and summits,

Recalling that the commitment to the goal of eradicating poverty in the
world, through decisive national actions and international cooperation, is an
ethical, social, political and economic imperative of humankind,

1. Reaffirms that all States and all people shall cooperate in the
essential task of eradicating poverty as an indispensable requirement for
sustainable development, in order to decrease the disparities in standards of
living and better meet the needs of the majority of people of the world;

2. Stresses that stronger political will, at the national and
international levels, is a prerequisite of the eradication of poverty;

3. Recognizes that it is helpful to set achievable output-oriented
targets for efforts to eradicate poverty in order to provide a common vision for
all countries;

4. Stresses that (reducing/eradicating) poverty can be achieved (in each
country only) on the basis of a (clear and lasting/strong) political will (of
the State based on national consensus/at the national and international levels)

1/ E/CN.5/1996/3.
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and directed in particular towards promoting more equitable distribution of the
benefits of growth and equal access to productive resources and social services;

5. Recognizes that the eradication of poverty is both a complex and a
multidimensional issue, fundamental to promoting equality between men and women
as well as to reinforcing peace and achieving social and economic development;

6. Alt. 1: Urges Governments to integrate goals and targets for
combating poverty into overall economic and social policies and
planning at the local, national and, where appropriate,
subregional and regional levels;

6. Alt. 2: Urges Governments to integrate poverty eradication
strategies into overall development policies within the context
of a people-centred and equitable process in which the ultimate
goal of economic and social policies must be to better the
human condition, through responding to the needs and maximizing
the potential of all members of society;

7. Reaffirms that democracy, transparent and accountable
(Government/governance) and administration (in all sectors of society/at all
levels), as well as non-discrimination, tolerance and mutual respect for and
valuing of diversity, and (respect for and promotion of/promotion of and respect
for) human rights and fundamental freedoms, are also imperative for poverty
eradication strategies;

8. Emphasizes the crucial importance of reinforcing the means and
capacities for people to participate in the formulation and implementation of
social and economic policies and programmes through decentralization and open
management of public institutions;

9. Recognizes the central role that women play in the eradication of
poverty, and stresses the need for their full and equal participation in the
formulation and implementation of policies that take fully into account the
gender perspective and that empower women to be full partners in development;

10. Alt. 1: Emphasizes that strategies for poverty eradication shall
consist, inter alia , of a combination of efforts to enhance
human resources development, with a special focus on girls and
women, and to create economic opportunities by appropriate
macroeconomic and micro-economic policies, including
facilitating of the access of people living in poverty to
resources;

10. Alt. 2: Reaffirms that human resources development is an
essential part of poverty reduction strategies, which should
also be based on the strengthening of the productive
capacities of the poor, inter alia , through the promotion of
(demand-driven training for) job-creating activities and wider
access to productive resources, as well as through the
stimulation of productive employment, labour-intensive
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(programmes or policies) development and improvements in
productivity;

11. Stresses the need to periodically monitor, assess and share
information on the performance of poverty eradication plans, evaluate policies
to combat poverty, and promote an understanding and awareness of poverty and its
causes and consequences;

12. Recognizes that the role of the State in poverty eradication
strategies is fundamental, in particular through applying active social policies
and creating an enabling environment, inter alia , for the development of the
private sector, including small and medium-sized enterprises;

13. Alt. 1: Stresses that Governments, in partnership with all other
development actors, including people living in poverty and
their organizations, should cooperate to meet the basic human
needs of all, comprising, inter alia , income, resources,
education, health care, nutrition, shelter, sanitation and
safe water, in particular of people living in poverty and
vulnerable and disadvantaged groups;

13. Alt. 2: Stresses that Government, in partnership with civil
society, including non-governmental organizations, and with
people living in poverty and their organizations, should
cooperate to meet the basic needs of all, inter alia , and in
particular, people living in poverty and vulnerable and
disadvantaged groups;

14. Also stresses the need for strategies to address not only inadequate
income, but also other factors, such as lack of access to resources and basic
social services, and social exclusion;

15. Reaffirms that the satisfaction of basic human needs is an essential
element of poverty reduction, these needs being closely interrelated and
comprising nutrition, health, water and sanitation, education, employment,
housing, and participation in cultural and social life;

16. Emphasizes that strategies for the eradication of poverty at the
national and international levels and the provision of basic human needs should
be formulated and implemented with the human being at their core, regardless of
any political, economic, social or cultural considerations;

17. Recommends that the relationship between meeting the basic needs of
all and creating a stable legal framework, on the one hand, and that between,
inter alia , globalization and trade liberalization, on the other hand, be
examined;

18. Stresses the long-term nature of poverty eradication strategies and
the need for their continuous application;

19. Recommends that States consider more operational ways of integrating a
social exclusion concept into the design of global strategies for eradicating
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poverty, notably through human rights, democracy, good governance and
administration, a stable legal framework, participation in decision-making,
non-discrimination, tolerance and mutual respect for and valuing of diversity,
universal access to basic social services and adequate social protection;

20. Urges Governments to formulate and strengthen national strategies for
the eradication of illiteracy and the universalization of basic education, and
encourages international organizations, in particular the international
financial institutions, to support these objectives in integrating them into
policy programmes and operations as appropriate;

21. Emphasizes that Governments might consider introducing, within a
comprehensive framework geared to national needs and capacities, various ad hoc
measures initiated at different times to deal with specific forms of poverty,
progressively implemented and aimed at enhancing the capacity of people living
in poverty to become economically and socially productive members of society;

22. Stresses the need for a partnership between donor and recipient
countries in which they commit themselves to addressing the issue of poverty
eradication in a more cooperative manner;

23. Emphasizes the fundamental importance of strengthening the abilities
and opportunities of civil society and local communities to develop their own
organizations, resources and activities, as well as ensuring an open dialogue
between Governments and citizens or community groups;

24. Also emphasizes the importance of (institutional) capacity-building in
poverty eradication strategies;

25. Further emphasizes that the adoption and implementation of measures to
substantially alleviate the external debt of developing countries, in particular
African countries and the least developed countries, should contribute to the
eradication of poverty;

26. Alt. 1: Calls upon the international community to fulfil the
agreed target of 0.7 per cent of gross national product for
overall official development assistance as soon as possible,
and increase the share of funding for social development
programmes, as commensurate with the scope and scale of
activities required to achieve the objectives and goals of the
Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development and Programme of
Action of the World Summit for Social Development 2 / to
eradicate poverty;

26. Alt. 2: Calls upon the international community to strive for the
fulfilment of the agreed target of 0.7 per cent of gross
national product for overall official development assistance
as soon as possible, and increase the share of funding for

2/ Report of the World Summit for Social Development, Copenhagen,
6-12 March 1995 (A/CONF.166/9), chap. I, resolution 1, annexes I and II.
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social development programmes, as commensurate with the scope
and scale of activities required to achieve the objectives and
goals of the Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development and
Programme of Action of the World Summit for Social
Development; 2 /

27. Also calls upon the international community to mobilize new and
additional financial resources that are both adequate and predictable and
mobilized in such a way as to maximize the availability of such resources and
use all available funding sources and mechanisms, inter alia , multilateral,
bilateral and private sources, including (, as mutually agreed,) on concessional
and grant terms;

28. Reaffirms the agreement on a mutual commitment between interested
developed and developing country partners to allocate, on average, 20 per cent
of official development assistance and 20 per cent of the national budget,
respectively, to basic social programmes;

29. Calls upon all States and the international community to encourage and
support local community development projects that foster the skill, self-
reliance and self-confidence of people living in poverty and that facilitate
their active participation in efforts to eradicate poverty;

30. Stresses that international cooperation and assistance are essential
for the full implementation of the Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development
and Programme of Action of the World Summit for Social Development;

31. Also stresses that the reduction of poverty in countries with
economies in transition requires the assistance of members of the international
community in developing their social protection systems and social policies;

32. Recalls that the United Nations system shall strengthen existing
structures for coordination of actions relating to poverty eradication,
including the establishment of a focal point for information exchange and the
formulation and implementation of replicable pilot projects to eradicate
poverty;

33. Alt. 1: Invites all relevant specialized agencies, funds,
programmes and related organizations of the United Nations
system, including the Bretton Woods institutions, to
strengthen and adjust their activities, programmes and
strategies, as appropriate, with a view to achieving the
overall goal of eradicating poverty, meeting the basic human
needs of all and promoting self-reliance and community-based
initiatives, through, inter alia , financial and technical
support to developing countries in their efforts to translate
all measures, recommendations and commitment into operational
and concrete programmes, projects and activities;

33. Alt. 2: Stresses that the international community, and the United
Nations system, including the Bretton Woods institutions,
should fulfil the commitments they have made pursuant to
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chapter V of the Programme of Action of the World Summit for
Social Development, in support of national efforts of
developing countries towards the eradication of poverty;

34. Reaffirms that the international financial institutions should
contribute to the mobilization of resources for the implementation of the
Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development and Programme of Action of the
World Summit for Social Development by further integrating social development
goals into their policies, programmes and operations (in support of national
efforts of developing countries);

35. Invites the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme
to consider so extending the duration of the eradication of poverty fund as to
cover the period of the first United Nations Decade for the Eradication of
Poverty (1997-2006), in order to help developing countries, in particular
African countries and the least developed countries, in the elaboration of
national plans or programmes to eradicate poverty as well as in the formulation
and implementation of replicable projects to combat poverty;

36. Calls upon all States (, in particular donor countries,) to contribute
substantially to the Trust Fund for the Follow-up to the World Summit for Social
Development, which includes in its activities those related to the first United
Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty;

37. Requests the Secretary-General, in elaborating the report on action
envisaged to be taken by the United Nations system in preparation for the first
United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty, to be submitted to the
General Assembly at its fifty-first session, to propose specific activities for
each year of the Decade in order to facilitate the follow-up to and evaluation
of such activities;

38. Also requests the Secretary-General to report on the implementation of
the present resolution within the framework of his report on action envisaged to
be taken in preparation for the first United Nations Decade on the Eradication
of Poverty, to be submitted to the General Assembly at its fifty-first session,
and to report thereon also to the Commission at its next session.
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