1240 (XLII). Reports of the Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection
of Minorities

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolution 1165 (XLI) of 5 August
1966, in which it recommended that the Commission on
Human Rights give due consideration to the various
questions under the item, “Prevention of discrimination
and protection of minorities”,

Noting that the Commission was unable, for Jack
of time, to consider at its twenty-first, twenty-second
and twenty-third sessions the reports of the Sub-Com-
mission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection
of Minorities on its seventeenth® eighteenth® and
nineteenth®? sessions,

1. Recommends again that the Commission on
Human Rights give early consideration at its mnext
session to the outstanding reports of the Sub-Commis-
sion on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection
of Minorities;

2. Approves the request of the Sub-Commission to
the Secretary-General, contained in its resolution 3
(XIX),®® to invite the Special Rapporteur for the
special study of racial discrimination in the political,
economic, social and cultural spheres to attend the
seminar on racial discrimination to be held in 1968
under the programme of advisory services in the field
of human rights, and to arrange for his progress report
to be made available to that seminar, together with such
observations as the Sub-Commission may make with
regard to the special study;

3. Requests the General Assembly to recommend
that the International Conference on Human Rights
use the special study of racial discrimination in the
political, economic, social and cultural spheres and the
report of the seminar on racial discrimination to be
held in 1968 as background papers on the question of
racial discrimination.

1479th plenary meeting,
6 June 1967.

1241 (XLII). Report of the Commission on
Human Rights

The Economic and Social Council

Takes nmote of the report of the Commission on
Human Rights on its twenty-third session.%®

1479th plenary meeting,
6 June 1967.

1243 (XLII). Capital Punishment

The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered the revised draft resolution on the
question of capital punishment submitted by the delega-
tions of Sweden and Venezuela,™

Regretting that the time at the Council’s disposal
at its forty-second session has not permitted it to study
sufficiently that draft resolution,
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Transmits the revised draft resolution, the text of
which is annexed to the present resolution, to the
General Assembly, for a decision as to what further
steps should be taken in the matter.

1479th plenary wmeeting,
6 Junc 1967.

ANNEX
Draft resolution submitted by Sweden and Venezuela®

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 1918 (XVIIL) of 10
December 1963, in which the Economic and Social Council
was requested to invite the Commission on Human Rights
to study the report cntitled Capital Punishment’® and the
comments thereon of the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee of
Experts on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders,” ar.d to make such recommendations on the matter
as it deemed appropriate,

Regretting that the Commission on Human Rights and the
Fconomic and Social Council have not been able, owing to lack
of time, to conduct the said studies or to propose any recom-
mendations on the subject of capital punishment, which has
been on the Commission's agenda since 1964,

Recalling its resolution 934 (XXXV) of 9 April 1963, in
paragraph 2 of which Governments of States Members of the
United Nations were urged, inter alia, to ensure the most
carcful legal procedures and the greatest possible safeguards
for the accused in capital cases in countries where the death
penalty obtained and to keep under review, and to conduct
research wherever necessary, with United Nations assistance,
into the efficacy of capital punishment as a deterrent to crime
in their countries, particularly where Governments were con-
templating a change in their laws or practices,

1

Recommends to the General Assembly for consideration at
its twenty-second session the following draft resolution:

“The General Assembly,

“Recalling that according to article 3 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights everyone has the right to
life, liberty and security of person,

“Recalling further that according to article 5 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights no one shall be
subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment,

“Having considered the report entitled Capital Punishment
in the light of the comments thereon of the 4d Hoc Advisory
Committee of Experts on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders,

“Sharing the view, expressed in the report entitled Capital
Punishment and endorsed by the Committee, that there is
a world-wide tendency towards a considerable reduction of
the number and categories of offences for which capital
punishment may be imposed,

“Noting, as the Committee does, that the abolitionist policy
represents the major trend among experts and practitioners
in the field and that even those who do not support aboli-
tionist policy tend to take an increasingly restrictive view
of the use of capital punishment,

“Desiring to promote further the dignity of man and thus
to contribute to the International Year for Human Rights,

“Imvites Governments of States Members of the United
Nations :

“(a@) To amend their laws, where necessary, to provide
that a person condemned to death shall not be deprived of
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