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Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 
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Davor c. Pevec, Esq. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 
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96950 

Re: Sweet vs. TTPI 
Timothy, et.al. vs. TTPI 
Latton vs. TTPI 
'ITSCO vs. TTPI 

Gentlemen: 

Majuro 
8 April 1981 

You have recently offered $US 25,000.00 for settlement of the Sweet case. No 
offers have ever been made on the other cases. Liability has been adjudicated for 
several years. The facts and circumstances of these cases are known to both of you. 

As you know, Henty Sweet sustained severe burns and scars over much of her 
body. Prior to the accident she was a normal 11-year-old child living on an outer 
island of the Marshalls. Now she is a terribly disfigured, rather withdrawn 
teenager. Your offer is inadequate by any standard, no matter how parsimonious. 
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These cases have been mark~d 'by·' ~xtre~e 'delay:'·' first, by circumstances 
a~tendant to defaults and appeals therefrom; more recently, by prodigious 
d~scovery efforts. I .do not know how much of the recent discovery and motion 
practice is known to the Attorney General himself, which is the reason for this 
letter. That discovery, which I ask that he review personally, shows the accident 
to have been related to the conduct of a Peace Corps volunteer with a significant 
psychiatric history who probably should not have been supervising young children. 

Because of concern I might be over-reacting to these cases~ I have recently 
asked two Honolulu lawyers, one who specializes in plaintiffs' personal injury 
practice and another, who is an insurance .defence lawyer, for their op~m.ons. Each 
agreed that I should press still. :harder for some. ·resolution, rather than allow 
delay to follow delay. · :: · •/ · ·"-' -~ · 

That seems reasonable to me, as.it.is now five years since the date of the 
accident in Sweet, where one little _boy died and Henty and the other children were 
injured. The transaction in ITSCO. is .eve·n old~r·• And Hr. Latton was injured many 
years ago and has since committed suicide. His surviving widow has never been 
compensated. . .. 

I know that the Attorney General, who is now being considered for the position 
of High Commissioner, must have much on his mind, and that the affairs of several 
children in the Marshall Islands, such as Henty Sweet and Limon .Timothy, or those 
of a widm-r, such as Mrs. Latton, must seem far away. 

Nevertheless, I ask earnest consideration of the disposition of these cases by 
settlement. lve had hoped to try Sweet here this week, but Chief Justice Burnett' s 
recent illness has not made that possible. 

If we are not able to achieve settlement by the end of this month, I feel I 
shall have no choice but to refile these act{ons i'n: the United States of America 
District Court in Honolulu (understanding full well the potential procedural . 
difficulties involved) and to present particularly the problems of the Sweet case. 
before the petitioners' bench of the Trusteeship Council when it meets in New York 
in May. I shall also feel constrained to bring the Sweet case to the attention 
of United States government officials having responsibility for Mi~ronesia, and 
ask that they review it thoroughly. 

I shall fly to Honolulu tonight and be there for several weeks. May I hear 
f~om you? 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) George M. ALLEN 

cc: Secretary . 
United Nations Trusteeship Council 




