to this matter, and endorsing the recommendations of
the Conference,

Recognizing that social security, which has a signifi-
cant relationship to social welfare, is an important
means of improving popular living standards and must
he provided to all segments of the population as an
inalienable right and under conditions of complete
equality,

Believing that social security must become an integral
part of the economic and social development of every
country,

Expressing the hope that the question of social
security will occupy an appropriate place in the work
programme of the Commission for Social Development
in close collaboration with the International T.abour
Organisation,

1. Considers social security to be an important
integral part of the over-all measures taken by the
State with a view to achieving higher living standards
for the people;

2. Recommends that Governments should:

(¢) Recognize the right of every individual to
soclal security and adopt legislative measures, progres-
sively and as national circumstances permit, designed
to extend social security to all segments of the popu-
lation, including peasants and agricultural workers,
under conditions of complete equality;

(0) Increase the responsibility of the State for
social security where this is required and ensure its
development within the framework of over-all national
socio-economic planning;

(¢) Endeavour to change over to a State system
of social security and social insurance for the working
population;

3. Recommends the Commission for Social Develop-
ment to include in its long-term work programme for
1969-1973 questions relating to social security and
requests, in this connexion, the Secretary-General to
consult with the International Labour Organisation
regarding the preparation of a comparative study of
social security systems, social security planning, and
the role and responsibility of the State in this matter.

1600th plenary meeting,
5 June 1969,

1406 (XLVI). Report of the International Con-
ference of Ministers Responsible for Social
Welfare

The Economic and Social Council,

Having considered with appreciation the report of
the International Conference of Ministers Responsible
for Social Welfare, held at United Nations Headquar-
ters from 3 to 12 September 196815

Noting that the recommendations of the Conference
developed by Ministers representing a Jarge number of
countries in varying stages of development and with
different socio-economic systems, confirm the universal
concern for social welfare and the expectation for
further progress through national efforts and interna-
tional co-operation,

Recognizing the importance of social welfare as an
integral component of broad development policies and
the major contribution of social welfare programmes

15 See foot-note 13.

to the socicty’s total effort towards higher levels of
living, social justice and a better quality of life for all,

Welcoming the new orientation of social welfare
programmes in an increasing number of countries
towards preventive and developmental tasks, and the
recognition of the important role of social welfare in
the context of a clearly enunciated social development
policy,

Afiirming the primary responsibility of Governments
for developing effective social welfare programmes
through a concerted effort involving national and local
authorities, appropriate organizations and the people
themselves,

Iimphasizing the essential role of the United Nations
i international co-operation in the social welfare field
and the need for such a role to be strengthened,

Recalling  General  Assembly  resolution 2436
{(XXTI) of 19 December 1968 on the world social
situation  calling  upon the economically advanced
Member States which have not yet reached the target
fixed in decision 27 (II) of the United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Development, of 28 March 1968,
on the aid volume target!® to make every effort to
reach 1t as soon as possible, so that the problems of
social development can he dealt with appropriately
in co-ordination with the solution of the problems of
cconomic development,

Bemy convinced of the fact that social development
and soctal welfare activities cannot be divorced from
the general cconomic situation of a country, as many
of the social problems arise from a weak economic hase,

Deeply concerned about the slow pace of growth of
social welfare activities, particularly in the developing
countrics, mainly due to general paucity of financial
resources available for such activities,

Recognizing the need to ensure maximum possible
clarity and effectiveness in social development and
social wellare efforts, both at the national and inter-
national levels,

[further recognizing the need to strengthen social
development and social welfare activities at the regional
level,

1. Noetes with satisfaction the findings, conclusions
and recommendations of the International Conference
of Ministers Responsible for Social Welfare contained
in s report;

2. Recommiends Governments:

(u) To give due attention to the findings, conclu-
sions and recommendations of the Conference;

{0) To assist both the developing countries and
the United Nations by increasing their financial and
technical assistance for social development and social
welfare programmes in developing countries; and

i) To consider pursuing appropriate trade and aid
policies which critically  influence the availability of
resources m the developing countries, to fulfil their
social welfare objectives:

3. Requests the Sceretary-General to forward  the
report of the International Conference of Ministers
Responsible for Social Welfare to the responsible
policy-making hodies of the United Nations family in
the economic and social fields so that due considera-
tions should he given to its findings, conclusions and

16 See Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Developument, Second Session, vol. I and Corr.1 and

Add.l, Report and Annexes (United Nations publication, Sales
Nooo FORITDIA4Y, p. 38



recommendations in the preparation of an interna-
tional development strategy for the Second United
Nations Development Decade and to submit to the
Council at its forty-eighth session, through the Com-
mission for Social Development, a brief report on the
progress made on the subject;

4. Inwites the Secretary-General and the Executive
Secretaries of the regional economic commissions as
well as the United Nations Economic and Social Office
in Beirut to consult with the Governments of Member
States:

(a) On the establishment of regional social welfare
research and training centres for advanced training (in-
cluding training of teachers), comparative studies and
assistance in the production of indigenous training ma-
terials;

(b) On research at the regional level directed
towards the formulation of appropriate social welfare
standards that could be uscful to countries with com-
parable socio-economic conditions; and

(¢) On other ways and means of pursuing the rec-
ommendations made by the International Conference
from the point of view of the countries in the regions
concerned ;

5. Requests the Secrctary-General, after due consul-
tations with the regional economic commissions, to
prepare a report on the ways and means 1o further
strengthen social development and social welfare ac-
tivities at the regional level and to submit the report
to the Council at its forty-eighth session through the
Commission for Sacial Development:

6. Further requests the Secrctary-General to review,
in the light of the relevant recommendations of the
International Conference and the requirements of the
Second United Nations Development Decade, the exist-
ing methods of international co-operation and the use
of available resources for technical co-operation, with a
view to giving duc attention to social welfare activities
in the over-all programme of the United Nations in the
field of social and economic development, and to report
back to the Commission for Social Development:

7. Recommends that particular attention he given
in the above review to the need for:

(a) Increasing the cffectivencss of assistance to
Governments in planning for social welfare in  the
larger context of social development and in developing
their administrative capacities, manpower policies and
training programmes in the social welfare field:

(b) Intensifying rescarch in the social welfare and
community development field at the international and
regional levels for the further development of policy
and standards, planning and evaluation methods and
practical action 1n the social welfare field:

Q. Reguests the Secretarv-General to associate the
United Nations Research Institute for Social Devel-
opment, amonyg others, in developing  international
social welfare research directly relevant to practical ac-
tion at the countrv levels and in formulating effective
methods for the dissemination of the results;

9. Requests the Commission for Social Develop-
ment, in accordance with the provisions of Council
resolution 1139 (XLI) of 29 July 1966, to obtain,
whenever it is useful, and for those matters designated
by the Commission, the advice of qualified experts in
the field of social welfare.

1600tk plenary meeting.
5 June 1969.

)

1407 (XLVI). Long-term policies and pro-
grammes for youth in national develop-
ment

The Econontic and Social Counctl,

Considering that the young generation is called upon
to play an important role in the process of social,
cconomic and spiritual development in which mankind
15 engaged,

Conscious of the new generation's aspirations and
legitimate desire to be useful to society and to parti-
cipate actively in the continuous effort to accelerate
national development,

Reaffirming the principles embodied in the interna-
tional documents adopted by the United Nations, the
International Labour Organisation, the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United Nations, the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion and other international bodies concerning the pur-
suit of better conditions for the development, education
and vocational training of the young generation,

Taking wote of the Declaration on the Promotion
among Youth of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect
and Understanding between Peoples,'™ proclaimed by
the General Assembly on 7 December 1965, and of
Assembly resolution 2447 (XXIII) of 19 December
1968 on education of youth in the respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2083 (NN
of 20 December 1965, Economic and Social Council
resolutions 1090 A (XXXIX) of 31 July 1965 and
1274 (NLIID) of 4 August 1967, and Commission
for Social Development resolution I (XIX) of 19
FFebruary 1968'% concerning the development and utili-
zation of human resources, as well as Council resolu-
tions 1353 (XL.V) and 1354 (XILV) of 2 August
1968 entitled, respectively, “Youth participation in
international co-operation” and “Programmes of inter-
national action relating to youth”,

Considering that the unprecedented development of
science and technology offers undeniable opportunities
for the vounger generation and contributes to the ad-
vancement of society as a whole,

Conzinced that the active participation of the young
generation in all aspects of social life constitutes an im-
portant factor in ecnsuring the increased effectiveness
of collective efforts which is necessary for a hetter
society,

Conscious of the role which the United Nations and
the specialized agencies are called upon to plw in the
formulation of activities and programmes concerning
hoth the training and education of vouth and its par
ticipation in the development process,

1. Calls upon Member States to intensify their cf-
forts to implement the principles and recommendations
embodied in the international instruments adopted thas
far which are aimed at creating better conditions for
the education of the voung generation and at ensuring that
that generation plavs an increasingly important role in
the life of socicty;

2. Recomunends that Governments :

(a) Take account, in their over-all cconomic and
social policies and in their development plans and
programmes, of the needs of youth in all fields, includ-
ing the problems of adapting the content, structure and

17 General Assemblv resolution 2037 (XX).

18 See Offictal Records of the Economic and Social Council,
liorty-fourth Session, Supplement No., 5 (E/4467), para. 51.



