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QUESTION OF CYPRUS
HUMAN RIGHTS QUESTIONS

Letter dated 13 May 1996 from the Permanent Repregentative
of Cyprus to the United Nations addressed to the

Secretary-General

Upcon instructions from my Government, I have the honour to bring to your
attention a serious matter arising out of an- advertisement published in the
Turkish-Cypriot newspaper Cyprus Today dated & April 1996 (see annex). The
advertisement reveals a new provocative act on the part of the Turkish
occupation forces in Cyprus to sell the Byzantine Church of Panagia .
Chrysotrimithiotissa at the occupied village of Trimithi. According to the
advertisement, Keskin and Smith Estate Agents is selling the Church for £32,500.

The Church of Panagia Chrysotrimithiotissa belongs to the Bishopric of
Kyrenia and it dates back to the middle-Byzantine period. In 1974, the Church
was included in a list of other monuments to be listed by the Government as
ancient monuments.

This new development is Yet another example of the existence of a
premeditated plan by the Turkish occupying power to change the demographic
Structure of the occupied area by importing thousands of illegal settlers from
Anatolia, Turkey, and to eradicate the cultural heritage of the indigenous Greek
Cypriot population in that area.

The Government of the Republic of Cyprus strongly protests over this
illegal, sacrilegious and condemnable act, and requests that the United Nations
proceed expeditiously to take the necessary measures to promptly prevent its
realization.
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T should be grateful if the text of the present letter and its annex could
be circulated as a document of the fiftieth session of the General Assembly,
under agenda items 55 and 112, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Nicos AGATHOCLEOUS
Permanent Representative
of the Republic of Cyprus

to the United Nations
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'B. STATEMENT

It is hereby stated that the Church building and site of
Panayia Chrysotrimithiotissa belongs to Ay. Charalambos Church,
Trimithi village which is attached to the Holy See of Kyrenia,

It is situated on plot 510/1 of the Govenment Survey Plan
XII/18.E.1 of Trimithi village.

2. It is also stated that the surrounding plots 810/2, 511,
512, 513, 514 and 516 also belong to the same church.

3. Thée aformentioned church and church site are coloured

red and the surrounding piots are coloured yellow on the attached

Survey Plan marked A,

4. Details of ownership are described on the attached

'Certificate (Form N323) marked B.

COSTAS MAYTROU
DISTRICT LANDS OFFICER
KYRENTA

8/5/96
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