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Transfer of environnentally sound technol ogi es,
cooperation and capacity-buil ding

1. The Conmi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent takes note of the report of the
Secretary-CGeneral on the transfer of environnentally sound technol ogi es,
cooperation and capacity-building (E/CN 17/1996/13 and Add. 1), which provided an
overview of the policies and initiatives taken and the results achieved in the

i npl enentati on of the work programme on the transfer of environnentally sound

t echnol ogi es (ESTs) approved by the Conmission at its third session.

2. The Conmi ssion wel conmes the initiatives taken by countries and

organi zations to organi ze inter-sessional neetings on specific elements of the
wor k programe, and notes that the above-nentioned report nmade use of those
neeti ngs.

3. The Conmi ssion reaffirns the rel evance of the work progranme, and urges
Governnents, relevant organi zations of the United Nations system other

i ntergovernnmental organi zations, the secretariats of the various internationa
conventions, and major groups, particularly business and industry, to further
i mpl ement the work progranme.

4. The Conm ssion recogni zes that new and efficient technologies will be
essential to increase the capabilities of countries, in particular devel opi ng
countries, to achi eve sustainabl e devel opnent, sustain the world' s econony,
protect the environnent and alleviate poverty.
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5. The Conmi ssion al so recogni zes that the | evel of technol ogy transfer and

technol ogi cal transformation required to accel erate progress towards cl eaner
nore efficient systems of production in many devel opi ng countries and countries
with economies in transition can be realized through financial support and
partnershi p arrangements with donor countries and agencies, as well as with the
encour agenent of private-sector initiatives and investnents.

6. The Conmi ssion reaffirns the need for Governnments and regi onal and

i nternational bodies to take nmeasures to ensure that wonmen have equal access to
and equal opportunity to participate in educational, scientific and
technol ogi cal activities, particularly as participants in and beneficiaries of
t echnol ogy i nnovation, transfer and diffusion

7. The Conm ssion urges Governnents of devel oped and devel opi ng countries and
countries with economes in transition to adopt appropriate environmental

| egislation that will enhance the successful diffusion of ESTs in their own
countries. They are al so encouraged to develop and inplenment an appropriate m x
of policy neasures, including regulations and econom ¢ instrunments and
incentives ainmed at stinmulating the adoption of cleaner production technol ogies
and i nproved, nore efficient systems of production that enphasize pollution
prevention and waste mnim zation and recycling, with particular attention to

t he adoption of such systens by small and nedi umsize enterprises (SMES).

8. The Conm ssi on encourages Governnents, the private sector and industry to
pronote, facilitate and finance, as appropriate, the access to and transfer of
ESTs and correspondi ng know how, in particular to devel oping countries, on
favourabl e terns, including on concessional and preferential ternms, as nutually
agreed, as well as technol ogi cal cooperation, taking into account the need to
protect intellectual property rights as well as the special needs of devel opi ng
countries for the inplenentati on of Agenda 21

9. The Conm ssi on encourages the greater use of partnership arrangenents in
and between the private and public sectors, including through voluntary
agreenents, as a neans to achi eve commonly agreed environnmental goals and

obj ectives and to denonstrate the econom ¢ and environnmental benefits that can
accrue through the application of cleaner production technol ogi es and net hods
and eco-efficiency concepts.

10. The Conm ssion urges countries, international and business organizations to
share information on the use and effectiveness of policy measures adopted by
Governnents and the private sector to pronote, develop or create greater demand
for technol ogy and technol ogi cal innovations aimed at changi ng net hods of
production, including inproving efficiency in the use of energy and natura
resources and in reducing pollution and waste.

11. The Conm ssion urges CGovernnents of devel oped and devel opi ng countries and
countries with economes in transition, with the assistance of regi ona
institutions and international organizations, to strengthen the role of

t echnol ogy centres, where necessary, including cleaner production centres and

i nformation clearing-houses, as internediaries and facilitators for the transfer
of ESTs, inter alia, to SMEs. In this regard, innovative partnershi ps between
and sharing of experience by and anmong such centres should be pronoted to
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i ncrease interaction and to benefit from nmethods that have proven successful in
ot her contexts.

12. The Conm ssi on encourages Governnents and national research and technol ogy
centres to conduct national technol ogy needs assessnent pilot projects in
priority areas of devel opment and environnment, as appropriate. In identifying
priority areas, national environnental action plans or sustainable devel opnment
strategi es, where existing, may be used. Governnments may wi sh to include

busi ness associ ati ons and ot her stakehol ders in national technol ogy needs
assessnent exercises. The private sector, in particular, would be in a position
to pursue investnment opportunities that are generated through nationa

t echnol ogy needs assessnment and to thereby enhance technol ogy cooperation.

13. The Conmi ssion calls upon Governnments of devel oping countries and countries
with economies in transition to strengthen, with the assistance of donors, where
necessary, EST support structures, including technical advisory or consultancy
servi ces, narketing support, |egal advice, research and devel opnent and

| aboratory facilities and services with the aimof facilitating the successfu
transfer and devel opnent of ESTs. Assistance in project formulation

negoti ati on and technol ogy sourcing and mat chnmaki ng may be needed. In this
regard, the private sector could also play an inportant role.

14. The Conmi ssion invites the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to
continue its work to devel op an EST infornmation systemnetwork so as to increase
conpati bility and cooperation anong information systens and sources related to
ESTs, and to keep the Conmmission informed of its progress. In this context,
UNEP is invited to consider devel oping and mai ntai ning a catal ogue of

EST-rel ated information systens, and to eventually make such a cat al ogue
publicly available in printed formor on diskette and through gl obal networks,
such as the Internet.

15. The Conmi ssion takes note of the further devel opnent of the Internationa
Organi zation for Standardi zati on standard | SO 14000 and ot her environmenta
nmanagenent standards, such as eco-audit standards and schenmes, and invites
countries to share information and experiences on the inpact of such standards
on the demand for and wi der application of ESTs and cl eaner production nethods.

16. The Conm ssion urges Governnments to apply, in cooperation with business and
i ndustry, appropriate neasures that would assist |ocal conpanies, in particular
SMEs, in accessing financial markets to facilitate technol ogical cooperation and
technology transfer. In this context, priority may be given to inproving the
overall availability of finance to SMEs through appropriate neasures that

stinul ate investnments.

17. The Conmi ssion invites business and industry, including transnationa
corporations, to take steps ainmed at (a) facilitating the access of SMES to
financial nmarkets and ESTs, and (b) pronoting capacity-building, in particular
in devel opi ng countries.



