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1. The Conmi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent :

(a) Took note of the report of the Secretary-General on changing
consunption and production patterns and its addendum (E/ CN. 17/1996/5 and Add. 1)
presenting an overview of progress with regard to policy devel opments, and
wel coned progress reported therein in the inplenmentation of the internationa
work progranmme. In addition the Commi ssion noted the contributions of Menber
St at es, non-governmental organi zations and busi ness and internationa
organi zations, in particular the Wrkshop on Policy Measures for Changi ng
Consunption Patterns, hosted by the Government of the Republic of Korea, the
Rosendal Workshop on Consunption and Production Patterns: darifying the
Concepts, organized by the Organisation for Econom c Cooperation and Devel opnent
(OCECD) and the Government of Norway, and the international conference on
sust ai nabl e i ndustrial devel opnent hosted by the Governnent of the Netherlands;

(b) Took note of the report of the Ad Hoc I|nter-sessional Wrking Goup on
Fi nance and Changi ng Consunption and Production Patterns (E/ CN.17/1996/7);

(c) Reaffirnmed the rel evance of the programe of work and urged

Governnents, relevant organi zations of the United Nations system other
i ntergovernnmental organi zations, the secretariats of the various internationa
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conventions, and major groups, particularly business and industry, to further
i npl enent the work programe and remain seized of the subject;

(d) Noted that the work programme adopted at the third session of the
Commission is mainly research oriented, and al so noted that the 1997 review of
the inplenentation of Agenda 21 will provide an opportunity for further
directing the work programme towards a nore action-oriented approach. In this
respect, the Comm ssion requested the Secretariat to consider specific proposals
for action in the reports to be presented under the work progranme;

(d bis) Stressed that there must be an appropriate balance in the
attention given to both the supply side and the demand side in the context of
changi ng unsust ai nabl e consunpti on and production patterns. Changes in end use
and consuner lifestyles are needed, particularly in the industrialized
countries, while increased eco-efficiency will yield benefits to business, and
to industry as well as to the government sector in all countries. A balanced
approach to nore sustainabl e production and consunption requires both good
managenment and appropriate technol ogy;

(d ter) Noted that the concept of eco-efficiency should not be a
substitute for changes in unsustainable |lifestyles of consuners, and al so noted
that the pursuit of eco-efficiency also requires enhanced efforts to assi st
devel opi ng countries in their efforts to pronote sustai nabl e consunpti on and
producti on patterns, by inproving access to financial resources and
environnental |y sound technol ogi es;

(e) Reiterated all decisions taken on issues related to changing
consunpti on and production patterns at its second and third sessions;

(f) Noted an inportant |inkage between the issues of changi ng consunption
and production patterns and financial issues of Agenda 21: at the macroecononic
| evel, savings are generated as a function of income and consunption. These
savi ngs are anong the national and international resources available for
financi ng sustai nabl e devel opment whi ch includes econonic and soci al devel opnent
and environnental protection. At the sanme tinme, such savings in many devel opi ng
countries are limted in view of their already |ow | evels of inconeg;

(g) Reaffirnmed that the nmajor cause of continued degradation of the globa
environnent is the unsustainable patterns of consunption and production,
particularly in industrialized countries;

(h) Reiterated that neasures to be undertaken at the international |eve
for the protection and enhancenent of the environment nust take fully into
account the current inbalances in the global patterns of consunption and
production, and that changi ng consunption patterns will require a multipronged
strategy focusing on demand, neeting the basic needs of the poor, and reducing
wast age and the use of finite resources in the production process;

(i) Noted that changes in consunption and production patterns could result
in the sustainable utilization of natural resources, through their
transformation into products and services for the equitable benefit of all
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countries, as well as in the prevention and nitigation of the environnental,
heal th and social cost of pollution

(j) Stressed the need for nore efficiency in energy use and neasures to
pronote the use of renewabl e energy, and for enhanced international cooperation
to support national actions in this regard;

(k) Enphasized that efforts to change patterns of consunption and
production should take into account devel opi ng countries' sustainable
devel opnent strategies, including econom ¢, social and environmental aspects of
gr owt h;

(1) Noted the trend towards a gl obal consensus on the inportance of
changi ng consunpti on and production patterns, in the context of comon but
differentiated responsibilities, and al so noted that many countries - devel oped
countries, developing countries and countries with econonmes in transition - had
reported on national initiatives to nake consunption and production patterns
nore sustai nabl e;

(m Recommended that measures for changi ng consunption and production
patterns world wi de should take into account, as appropriate, the need for
i nproved mar ket access, particularly for devel oping countries and countries with
econom es in transition, for nore sustainably produced goods and servi ces;

(n) Welconmed efforts undertaken by various countries in naking use of
policy instruments proposed by the Conm ssion and recommended that the exchange
of experiences in that field continue;

(0) Acknow edgi ng the progress made by various countries in the
devel opnent of national policies intended to change consunption and production
patterns, reaffirmed the need for additional substantial efforts undertaken and
real progress achieved by countries, in particular the devel oped countries, in
changi ng their unsustai nabl e consunpti on and production patterns, and assisting
in redressing the present inbalances between industrialized and devel opi ng
countries and within thensel ves. The Conm ssion recogni zed that the
i ndustrialized countries should be taking the lead (as sonme already are) in
these efforts, and that such countries have a responsibility to denpbnstrate that
resource-efficient, |ow pollution consunption and production patterns and
sustainable lifestyles are feasible, desirable, and essential for progress in
achi evi ng sustai nabl e devel opnent; and renewed its call on all countries to
strive to pronote sustainabl e consunption patterns, and on devel oped countries
to continue to take the lead in pronmoting and achi eving nore sustai nabl e
consunpti on patterns;

(p) Considered that designing and inplenenting eco-efficiency as well as
product-rel ated strategies could be useful in reducing the energy and materials
intensities of production and consunption, and that such concepts as energy and
materials intensity, carrying capacity, eco-space and ecol ogical footprints
shoul d be anal ysed for further devel opnent and use;

(g) Recognized that Governnments at all |evels can influence other
st akehol ders in society, inter alia, through the setting of environnmental
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regul ati ons and through their purchasing and i nvestnment policies. Procurenent
policies can address the issue of the purchase and mai ntenance of goods and
services of hospital and school equiprment and vehicle fleets, and that of the
use of environnmentally sound products;

(r) Recognized the potential for using econonmic instruments that can both
generate revenue for financing sustainable devel opnment and send signals to the
mar ket to hel p change unsustai nabl e consunpti on and production patterns;

(s) Stressed the inportance of the contribution nade by major groups and
the private sector towards nore sustainable patterns of consunption and
production world w de;

(t) Also stressed that the issues specified in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of
the present decision are relevant to all stakehol ders and called on Governnents,
i nternational organizations, business and industry, trade unions and
non- governnmental organi zations to bring forward the findings and results of
their work for consideration by the Conmmssion at its fifth session as regards
inclusion in the review at the 1997 special session of the General Assenbly;

(u) Requested the Secretariat to conpile information on neasures taken by
Governnents, the private sector, trade uni ons and non-governnental organizations
in response to the priorities set out in chapter 4 of Agenda 21 and decided to
review this information at future sessions of the Comm ssion, as appropriate.

2. The Conm ssi on urges Governnents:

(a) To continue their efforts ained at achieving nore sustainable patterns
of production and consunption, taking into account the particular needs and
condi tions of the devel oping countries. The Comnission reaffirmed the need for
additional and substantial efforts and real progress by all countries, and
renewed its call on devel oped countries to continue to take the lead in
pronoting and achi evi ng nore sustai nabl e producti on and consunpti on patterns;

(b) To effectively continue efforts to reduce pollution and the generation
of waste and to increase efforts to pronote continuous inprovenents in the
energy and naterials intensities of production and consunption, and encourages
Governnents to share information on their experience with such policies, and to
ensure the full participation of major groups;

(c) To explore the inplications of eco-efficiency for policy devel opnent
and inplenmentation, in particular in conbination with priority identification
and goal -setting;

(d) To give nore attention, in conjunction with nmajor groups, business and
industry, to the role that nedia, advertising and marketing play in shaping
consunpti on and production patterns, and to report findings and nationa
experiences to the Commission at its next session in 1997;

(e) To analyse and inplenent optimal mxes of regulatory, voluntary,
econom ¢ and soci al instrunents and measures, based on close collaboration
bet ween the public and private sectors, to make producti on and consunption
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patterns nore sustainable, taking due account of the potential roles of donestic
nmeasures, such as education, procurenent policies, eco-labelling, extended and
shared producer responsibility, environmental auditing and accounti ng,

envi ronnent al taxes, other market-based instruments, and the reduction and
removal of environnental |y damagi ng subsidi es;

(e bis) To bear in mnd, in this regard, that such instruments shoul d not
constitute a means of arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimnation or a disguised
restriction on trade; and that the design and inplenmentation of such instruments
shoul d be transparent and woul d need to include careful assessnent and
consultation so as to reflect the concerns of all countries involved. The
Conmi ssi on enphasi zed that eco-labelling would need to be approached in a manner
that took into account the special situation and needs of devel oping countries
and the specific requirenments of countries with economes in transition. 1In
that context, the Comm ssion also noted that donestic eco-labelling, adopted at
national discretion within countries and on a voluntary basis, renmained an
i nportant strategy for pronoting sustai nabl e consunption and production
patterns;

(f) To establish and inplenent policies for the procurenent of
environnental |y sound and ot herw se sustai nabl e products and services for use
within Governnents, and invited Governnents to report to the Commission at its
fifth session on their experiences in this regard with a viewto their inclusion
in the reviewto be conducted by the 1997 special session of the Genera
Assenbly. The Comm ssion also noted with satisfaction that in February 1996
OCECD Governnents had agreed to strive to achieve the hi ghest standards of
environnental performance in their facilities and operations, and asked themto
report to future sessions of the Comm ssion, as appropriate, on progress
achi eved;

(g) To foster a dialogue with relevant non-governmental organizations, for
exanpl e, national consuner organi zations, and the business community, pursuant
to paragraph 45.D in chapter | of the report of the Comm ssion on its third
session; 1/

(h) To facilitate the participation of major groups, in particular
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, wonen, youth and trade unions, in devel opi ng and
i npl enenting policies for pronoting sustainable consunpti on and production
patterns.

3. The Conmi ssion calls upon international organizations:

(a) To strengthen their work in support of national initiatives by
undert aki ng sound anal yses on (i) projected trends in consunption and production
patterns and their policy inplications, (ii) the inplications of eco-efficiency
for policy devel opnent and (iii) the merits and drawbacks of the different types
of instruments available to achieve changes in consunption and production
patterns;

1/ Oficial Records of the Econom c and Social Council, 1995, Suppl emrent
No. 12 (E/ 1995/ 32).
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(b) In particular the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent
(UNCTAD), the Food and Agriculture Oganization of the United Nations (FAOQ, the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and OECD, to consi der undert aki ngs,
within existing resources, on policy-relevant studies of the possible inpacts
for devel opi ng countries of changes in consunption and production patterns in
devel oped countries. The focus of this work should be on two aspects:

(i) assisting Governnents in identifying inpacts and options for the mtigation
of adverse environnental, social and economic inpacts and (ii) identifying and
stimul ating new trade and investnent opportunities;

(c) Including relevant United Nations agencies, the Bretton Wods
institutions, CECD and other intergovernnental organizations, with good data and
know edge of policy devel opnent and inplenmentation, to establish or contribute
to an information clearing-house on new and i nnovative policies for nore
sust ai nabl e consunpti on and production patterns, including the use of econonic
instruments, voluntary neasures and education. In this context, the Comm ssion
invites these organizations, in particular UNEP, the Wrld Bank and the regi ona
banks, to undertake joint efforts ained at helping all countries, particularly
devel opi ng countries and economes in transition, to benefit mutually from
exi sting experiences wth sustainable industrial devel opnent approaches and to
adapt these approaches to domestic circunstances;

(d) To support CGovernments in initiatives to inprove their environnmental
performance, with regard to materials and energy efficiency, waste managenent
and pol lution prevention, procurenent and investnent policies, and the continued
integration of environmental policy with econom c and other policies. In
addition, the Comm ssion calls upon international organizations to use high
envi ronnental performance standards in the day-to-day managenent of their own
facilities and operations.

4. The Conm ssi on encourages maj or groups:

(a) To cooperate with Governnents in the design and i npl enentati on of new
and i nnovative policies, and mxes of instrunents, to achi eve changes in
consunpti on and production patterns;

(b) In particular Consuners International, to assist the United Nations
and its menber Governnments in the early revision of the United Nations
Gui del i nes for Consumer Protection, 2/ to include aspects of nobre sustainable
consunpti on and production patterns;

(c) (i) And calls specifically on business and industry: To continue
exerci sing environnmental responsibility, inter alia, by devel opi ng and
i npl enenting the concept of eco-efficiency, and in particular to
assess its potentials and linmtations in ternms of achieving
sust ai nabl e devel opnent, wi thout reducing profitability;

(ii) To help design optimal nixes of instrunents for achieving nore
sustai nabl e patterns. Special attention could be given to the

2/ Ceneral Assenbly resol ution 39/248, annex.
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obst acl es and opportunities, and the costs and benefits, of

i npl enenting voluntary initiatives, partnerships and agreenents,

i ncorporating extended and shared producer responsibility (for
exanpl e, the consideration of life-cycle inpacts at the design stage
of production and producer take-back requirenents), and adopting
envi ronnent al managenment systens such as the Internationa

Organi zation for Standardi zati on series, |SO 14000.



