K

ENCOURAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT OF INDEPENDENT
DOMESTIC INFORMATION ENTERPRISES

The Economic and Social Council,

Noting the report 3 of the Secretary-General on the
subject of the encouragement and development of in-
dependent domestic information enterprises, and. those
portions of the Rapporteur’s report 3 on freedom of
information which relate to this problem,

Recalling Council resolution 442 E (XIV) and General
Assembly resolution 633 (VII),

1. Decides to draw the attention of governments to
the suggestions for action contained in chapter VIIT of
the Secretary-General’s report ; 3

2. Invites the governments of the under-developed
countries, separately or jointly, to study the possibility
of encouraging the development of existing and the
establishment of new or additional independent radio
broadcasting facilities, news agencies, and other in-
formation enterprises; and suggests that for this purpose
they should consult, as appropriate, with national,
regional or international professional associations and
information enterprises;

3. Draws the attention of these Governments to the
possibility of seeking technical assistance for these
purposes from the United Nations, the specialized
agencies and other inter-governmental organizations and,
specifically, to Council resolutions 522 F (XVII) and
522 J (XVII) above;

4. Draws the attention of the United Nations and the
specialized agencies to the desirability of continuing to
give the prominence in their publications and films to
information about countries whose domestic informa-
tion enterprises are unable to reach a foreign public;

5. Recommends that the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, to the extent that
available resources and existing priorities permit,

(a) Intensify its activities with a view to increasing
its aid to governments desiring to encourage the develop-
ment of independent domestic information enterprises;

(6) Provide, at the request of governments and upon
approval of plans for the establishment or development
of independent domestic information enterprises, the
services of experts to assist:

(i) In the development of such enterprises;

(ii) In the training of technicians and professional
workers for information, press, radio and cinema enter-
prises according to the particular needs of each country;

(c) Continue its work of research and documentation
in order to enable under-developed countries to profit by
the experience of countries with a high level of technical
advancement, and to undertake and promote research
likely to encourage the development and raise the
efficiency of independent domestic information enterprises.

789th plenary meeting,
29 April 1954,

37 See document E/2534.

38 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
Sixteenth Session, Supplement No. 12.

3 See document E/2534.
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L
PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF NEWSPRINT

The Economic and Social Council,

Taking into account the valuable work being done by
the Food and Agriculture Organization, in co-operation
with the United Nations and the other agencies interested,
in seeking a long-term solution of the newsprint problem,

1. Notes with satisfaction the studies which are being
undertaken by the Economic Commission for Latin
America in co-operation with the Food and Agriculture
Organization and the Technical Assistance Administra-
tion and other related organizations with a view to the
development of the paper and pulp industry in Latin
America, and also the proposal to convene a meeting of
experts on important aspects of the industry at Buenos
Aires, in September 1954, under the auspices of the
Economic Commission for Latin America, the Technical
Assistance Administration and the Food and Agriculture
Organization;

2. Recommends to the Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion that it continue to pay due attention to requests
by governments for the provision of services and advice
on pulp and newsprint, especially with a view to, inter
alia, the systematic expansion of production capacity
when conditions will ensure efficient production, not only
within the scope of the Expanded Programme of Tech-
nical Assistance, but also as part of its regular pro-
gramme;

3. Further recommends that the United Nations and,
in particular, the Technical Assistance Administration
and the regional economic commissions, the Food and
Agriculture Organization, the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and Development and
other interested agencies continue to co-operate in
seeking new measures to deal with the newsprint prob-
lem, with particular attention, in the under-developed
countries among others, to the possible utilization of
new materials, as well as available raw materials and
the position of the spot market consumer of newsprint.

789th plenary meeting,
29 April 1954.

523 (XVII). Allegations regarding infringements
of trade union rights

A

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling that Council resolution 351 (XII) of 28 Feb-
ruary 1951 was transmitted by the Secretary-General
to the Government of Romania, bringing to its attention
allegations of violations of trade union rights brought
against it by the International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions and inviting that Government to submit
its observations on the matter,

Noting that the Secretary-General, on 6 August 1953,
transmitted another communication to Romania pur-.
suant to Council resolution 474 C (XV) which expressed
the hope that Romania would find it possible to indicate
its willingness to co-operate in this matter,



Noting that no reply has been received to these invita-
tions,

Requests the Secretary-General to invite the Govern-
ment of Romania to reconsider its attitude and indicate
its willingness to co-operate with the United Nations in
its efforts to safeguard trade union rights by submitting
its observations on the allegations which have been
referred to it.

788th plenary meeting,
29 April 1954.

B

The Economic and Social Council,

Recaliing that Council resolution 444 (XIV) was
transmitted by the Secretary-General to the Govern-
ment of Spain, inviting it to submit its observations on
allegations of violations of trade umnion rights brought
against it, and that additional allegations were similarly
transmitted pursuant to Council resolution 474 C (XV),

Noting that no definitive reply has been received to
these invitations,

Noting from document E/2498 that further allegations
relating to Spain have been received,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the latter
allegations to the attention of the Government of Spain;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to invite the
Government of Spain to reconsider its attitude and
indicate its willingness to co-operate with the United
Nations'in its efforts to safeguard trade union rights by
submitting its observations on the allegations which
have been referred to it.

788th plenary meeting,
29 April 1954.

524 (XVII). Forced labour: reports of the
Ad Hoc Committee on Forced Labour

The Economic and Social Council,

Desiring to promote universal respect for and obser-
vance of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all,

Having considered the report 40 of the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee on Forced Labour and General Assembly resolu-
tion 740 (VIII),

1. Commends the Ad Hoc Committee for its work;

2. Noles with satisfaction the action already taken
by the Governing Body of the International Labour
Office on the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee,
and invites the International Labour Organisation to
continue its consideration of this question and to take
what further action it deems appropriate towards
abolishing forced labour throughout the world;

3. Condemns systems of forced labour which are
employed as a means of political coercion or punishment
for holding or expressing political views, and which are
on such a scale as to constitute an important element
in the economy of a given country;

4. Appeals to all governments to re-examine their
laws and administrative practices in the light of present

40 See Official Records of the Ecomomic amd Social Council,
Stixteenth Session, Supplement No. 13.

1

conditions and the increasing desire of the peoples of the
world to re-affirm faith in fundamental human rights,
and in the dignity and worth of the human person;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, and invites the
Director-General of the International Labour Office to
prepare jointly a report for consideration at the nine-
teenth session of the Council setting out:

(a) Whatever replies are received from governments
in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 740 (VIII);

(b) Any new information on systems of forced labour
which might be submitted by Member States, specialized
agencies and non-governmental organizations in con-
sultative status together with any comments submitted
by governments concerned;

6. Transmils the present resolution to the General
Assembly for consideration at its ninth session.

787th plenary meeting,
27 April 1954.

525 (XVII).
A

The Economic and Social Council,

Constdering that the information supplied in accordance
with Council resolutions 238 (IX), 276 (X), 388 (XIII)
and 475 (XV) is not in such a form as to give a clear
and concise statement as to the extent to which slavery
and practices resembling slavery exist in the world today,

Noting that all replies to the questionnaire have not
yet been received,

1. Urges all governments which have not yet done
so to reply, at an early date, accurately and fully to the
questionnaire already transmitted to them, and invites
the other governments to forward any additional data
or information which they may think it necessary or
appropriate to submit;

2. Repeats its urgent recommendation to all States,
both Members and non-members of the United Nations,
which have not already done so, to accede as soon as
possible to the International Slavery Convention of 1926
in respect of their territories and the Non-Self-Governing
and Trust Territories for which they are responsible, in
order that the said Convention may be given universal
application;

3. Requests all States, both Members and non-
members of the United Nations, which have not already
done so, to accede to the Protocol transferring to the
United Nations the functions undertaken by the League
of Nations under the International Slavery Convention
of 1926;

4. Decides to appoint the Permanent Representative
of Norway to the United Nations, His Excellency
Mr. Hans Engen, as Rapporteur to prepare a concise
summary of the information supplied in accordance
with the resolutions referred to above and the present
resolution and of any relevant information supplied by
the International Labour Organisation, for consideration
at the nineteenth session of the Council;

Slavery

5. Requests the Secretary-General to place the report
of the Rapporteur on the agenda of the nineteenth
session of the Council;



