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Convinced that the time has arrived for the elabora-
tion of a concrete programme and plan of action in this
respect,

Taking note with approval of the decision taken by
the Economic and Social Council in resolution 442 E
(XIV) of 13 June 1952 with regard to the study of
ways and means of encouraging and developing inde-
pendent domestic information enterprises,

Noting, however, that the above decision only refers
to the encouragement and development of independent
domestic information enterprises, including Press,
radio, newsreels and television, therefore,

1. Invites the Economic and Social Council to
consider, in the light of the discussions at the seventh
session of the General Assembly, the desirability of
expanding the area of its study of this question; and,
to that end,

2. Requests the Secretary-General, in preparing the
report called for under the above-mentioned resolu-
tion of the Council, also to elaborate a programme of
concrete action which would include, inter alia:

(a) Measures to reduce economic and financial
obstacles in the field of information;

(b) Measures to organize and promote among
countries the exchange of information personnel;

(¢) Measures to assist the training of information
personnel, the raising of professional and technical
standards, the provision of fellowships and the hold-
ing of regional seminars;

(d) AIll necessary measures in connexion with the
supply of newsprint;

3. Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to
submit the above-mentioned programme, together with
recommendations thereon, to the General Assembly at
its eighth session;

4. Further invites the Council to recommend to
the organizations participating in the technical assist-
ance and other programmes providing aid or assistance
at the request of Member States that they give sym-
pathetic consideration to requests which governments
may submit for such aid or assistance within the
framework of those programmes with a view to im-
proving information facilities and increasing the quan-
tity and improving the quality of information avail-
able to the peoples of the world, as one means of imple-
menting the right of freedom of information as enun-
ciated in the provisions of Article 1, paragraph 3, and
Article 55 of the Charter of the United Nations and in
article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.

403rd plenary meeting,
16 December 1952.

634 (VII). Question of false or distorted

information

The General Assembly,

Considering that the dissemination of false or dis-
torted information by national as well as international
information enterprises is one of the causes of the lack

of mutual understanding among nations, to the detri-
ment of international harmony,

Considering that this specific problem should be
studied in connexion with the general item entitled
“Freedom of information”,

Decides to recommend that United Nations bodies
studying the problems of freedom of information
should consider appropriate measures for avoiding the
harm done to international understanding by the dis-
semination of false and distorted information.

403rd plenary meeting,
' 16 December 1952.

635 (VII). Freedom of information and of the
Press: draft International Code of Ethics

The General Assembly,

Noting the action taken by the Economic and Social
Council in resolution 442 B (XIV) of 12 June 1952
on the draft International Code of Ethics? drawn up
by the Sub-Commission on Freedom of Information
and of the Press at its fifth session,

Considering that all further work connected with the
draft Code should be undertaken by professional mem-
bers of information enterprises with no interference
from governments, either on the national or the inter-
national level,

1. Requests the Secretary-General, if a representa-
tive group of information enterprises and of national
and international professional associations expresses a
desire to do so, to co-operate with it in organizing an
it;temational professional conference for the purpose
of:

(a) Preparing and adopting a final text of an In-
ternational Code of Ethics;

(d) Taking such further steps concerning imple-
mentation of the Code as it may deem advisable;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the text
of the present resolution to the notice of the informa-
tion enterprises and national and international profes-
Eiogal associations to which he communicated the draft

ode.

403rd plenary meeting,
16 December 1952.

636 (VII). Dissemination of resolutions of the
United Nations

The General Assembly,

Having regard to resolution 442 D (XIV) adogted
by the Economic and Social Council on 13 June 1952,

1. Urges governments, on receipt of any resolu-
tions dealing with questions of substance adopted by
any principal organ of the United Nations, to make -
every effort to disseminate such resolutions through

the customary channels ;

1See O Records of the Economic and Social Cowndil,
Fourteenth Session, Supplement No. 4 A, 3. ‘



